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William Brigham, ex-chairman of Norfolk National Farmers 

Union and owner of trashed CM site. 








Do or Die Humber 8—The Special PMT (Pre-Millennium Tension) Issue 

Well, a few months late, a few hairs less and pint and a bag of crisps in Central London, or 


a small semi-detached house in Leeds, and 


a few footnotes more, but here it finally is, 
Do or Die Number B—bigger than the Bible 
and half as interesting as 
the phone book. ! he 
observant amongst you 
will have noticed the 
change in our byline from 
Voices from Earth Firstl 
to Voices from the eco¬ 
logical resistance, Oh but 
why, we hear you chorus 
in unison. Well, although 
all the Editorial 
Collective are froin, and 
remain committed to, 
the Earth First! network 
in this country, many of 
our writers, especially 
those from abroad, are 
from other parallel, 
movements. 

The price for this issue has unavoidably had 
to be increased rather dramatically. Part of 
the reason for this is the rising costs nf print¬ 
ing, but the bulk of the price hike is because 
this magazine is twice as long as the last 
issue. Still, it's a bargain at the price of a 


we can reassure you that under no circum- 

stances will we make 
any profit from It at all! 

Last issue we said we 
were still aiming to pub- 
lish more frequently. 
Well-fuck that really. 
After the last six months 
of hell on toast we now 
have no commitment to 
publishing DoD more fre¬ 
quently than once a year, 
The next issue will, 
the mfllenium bug, ner¬ 
vous breakdowns, rela¬ 
tionship dramas and tan¬ 
gential collective mem¬ 
bers allowing, surface 
some time next year. So, 
until then comrades,,. 
Anxiously awaiting the apocalypse, 

The Do or Die Editorial Collective (includ' 
mg a token woman now), holed up with six 
months supply of tinned food and a home¬ 
made flamethrower in a bunker somewhere 
in Southern England, 



The Do or Die Editorial Collective Plastic 
Surgery Fund--Please Give Generously 


Do or Die—riding the space hopper of self-delusion 
through the garbage heap of despair since 1992 













































Friday June 18th 1999 

Confronting Capital And Smashing The State! j 
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As the economy has, become increasingly transnational, so too has the resistance to its devas¬ 
tating social and ecological consequences. The June 16th (J18) International Day of Action in 
financial and banking districts across the world was probably the largest and most diverse day of 
action against global capital in recent history, Hundreds of actions took place in over 30 coun¬ 
tries on every continents all "10 recognition thal the global capitalist system is based on the 
exploitation of people and the planet for the profit of a few and i$ at the very root of our social 
and ecological troubles/' 1 But where did this extraordinary show of international solidarity spring 
from? And* how and why are such diverse groups building global networks of struggle to counter 
the globalisation* of misery under capitalism? What follows is a personal account of the history, 
context and organisation of the events leading up to June 18th, (t is a story that needs telling,.. 

Contradictions Of Globaiisation A Common Enemy 


IntcmaEiona] snlidiniy and global protest is nolhing 
new, From (he Eumpeanwidc revolutions of 18JS, 
through the upheavals of 19(7-18 following the 
Russian Revolution, to the lightning Hashes of rests - 
IHW nearly everywhere in 1968*. .struggle has 
always been able to eotnmumcaic and mutually 
inspire globally, But what is perhaps unitiuc to our 
times is ihc speed and ease wiih which we can com¬ 
municate between struggles and the fact dun global* 
isation has meant that many people li ving in very dif¬ 
ferent cultures across the world now shore a common 
enemy, An enemy dial is increasingly becoming less 
subtle and more excessive ("capitali.sm with its 
gloves off') and there I ore easier to see, understand 
li ml ultiiriLitely dismantle.* 


The irony is that before die onslaught of globalisa¬ 
tion.! ‘the system was sometimes hard to recognise 
in ils diverse manifestation^ and policies, Abstract 
critical theory was confronting an abstract multi fac¬ 
eted system. But the deduction of diversity in the cor¬ 
porate Landscape and the concentration of power 
within internalmrisj] institutions, such as the 
InlcmLitionaJ Monetary Fund (INN h the World Trade 
Organisation I WTO.! and the financial market*. has 
darifled things and oftcred u focal point for protest 
and opposition., It h a lot easier eo oppose concen« 
tniled uniform power than diverse and flexible 
forms, 4 As power heads further and further in this 
direction. those opposing it seem to become more 
and more diverse and fluid, and hence much harder 
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to diffuse LLdd undermine/ As the dice, I heir Enmsna- 
liofuk] corporations and their puppets the IMF and 
WTO impose h free market' policies on everycountry 
on the planet, they are unwittingly creating a situa¬ 
tion where diverse movements are recognising each 
Others’ struggle*, as related and are beginning 10 
work together on m unprecedented scale. 

p ITie global 'race to (he bottom' in which workers, 
communities and whole countries are forced its com¬ 
pete by lowering wages, working conditions, envi¬ 
ronmental protections md social spending, nil to 
fieri i laic maximum profit for corporations, is slimu- 
hiring resistance .ill over ihe world. People ev«y- 
where are realising ihaE their resistance is pointless ic 
they arc struggling in isolation. For example—say 
your community manager after years of tireless 
campaigning, to shut down your local toxic waste 
dump, what does ihe iraiiMiarionid company that 
owns the dump do? They simply move it lo wherev¬ 
er l heir coses are less and the resistance weaker— 


w hen he said. “Juki as teenager* are ihe same all over 
the world, children are ihe same all over the world." 
On his business trips, he obviously forgets to slop 
and visit the slums of Delhi or the impoverished rural 
villages of Africa. In New York, London* and Berlin, 
kids may have succumbed to hif spell of sameotss. 
as they sit prisoners of Ebeir own homes, their dull 
eyes glued to the screen. But the major iiy of the 
world's children would rather have clean water than 
JamiroquaJ* 

Herbert Read in TJie Philosophy of Anarchism 
wrote that, “"Progress is measured by ihe degree nl 
differentiation within u society." The president of die 
NmJhisTO torpornfiiJfl Would obvlo-mly disagree, as 
he is “looking forward to ihe day when Arabs and 
America ns K Latin* and Scandinavia ns will he 
munching Riv crackers as enthusiastically as they 
already drink C»kc or brush Iheir lecth with 
Colgate," 1 ® Progress under ihe capitalist system JH 
measured by economic growth- which incviiably 


probably somewhere in the Third World or Eastern 
Europe* Under tills system, communities have a stark 
choice: either compete fiercely wilhcach other or Co¬ 
operate in resisting she desimciiop of our lives, land 
and livelihoods by rampaging capital- E 

Diversity Versus Uniformity 

To accelerate profit and create economies of scale, 
global capital imposes a monoculture upon the world 
with ihe recall of making everywhere bn A and fed 
like everywhere else - Ehe same restaurum*, the 
same hotels, ihe stme supermarkets fiSLed with ihe 
same imisuk, Sumner Rcdstorw h the multi billionaire 
owner of MTV, summed up this denial of diversity 


means monoculture. Jusl because more money is 
changing hand* doesn't mean thal life is gelling any 
better it is quite ihe opposite for rise majority of the 
world, Rul by embracing diversity, social move¬ 
ments are proposing powerful challenges to capital’s 
addiction to uniformity. 

Space For Utopias 

Capital was otily able lo become truly global after 
the thill of the Berlin wall and the break-up &f the 
Eastern Bloc. The fall of “communism’ not only 
opened up the space for capital to be uiuestnloedt 
hut also gave a new least of I He la radical move¬ 
ments .* 1 For more than years. Sovaci-stylc social¬ 
ism was seen us (he main nuclei of revolu- 
liormry society, and of course it was a local 
social aud ecological disaster. Bui ils shadow 
lingered over most radical movement*. 
Those who wished to discredit any forms of 
revolutionary ilii raking simply jHsintcd to the 
Soviet model to prove the inevitable failure* 
of any utopian project 
Now thal the Soviet Union hits ceased to 
exist, it has become a lot easier for those of 
us working in radical movements to conceive 
of different societies without having to refer 
to a failed model, Idea* of uiftpia can return 
unhindered. The space has been cleared and 
the potver of radical imagination is back at 
die centre of revolutionary struggle. Not only 
has ihe imagination been freed, il has also 
become more diverse and fluid than il wa* 
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ever jblti Co be under ilie shadow ot tk Mricl anon^ by oil I he generations in all of human hisiory 


lilhic ideology of Soviet SutiaLi9J|l+ Tlltfre is rlO 
longer any need for universal rules, there is noi jusi 
one way, one Utopia U? apply gtoball]y, because dial is 
exactly what the Tree marketeers are trying Ii3 Uej, 
The radical social movements dial are increasingly 
coining together don 1 ! want 
Id vei /L- power. hui In dis¬ 
solve il, They are not van¬ 
guards but catalysts in the 
revolutionary prEX-rs*. Tliey 
arc dreaming up many 
aiilonumuus al te rnat i vc 

fomis of tociaJ orgumsuiioiu 
and they arc celebrating 
variety and rejoicing in 
autonomy. 

The Ecology Of 
Struggle 

In Post Scartity Anaithi Jin, 

Murray Bookchin wrote that 
"in almost every period 
since the Renaissance, the 
development of revolution¬ 
ary thought has been heavily 
influenced by a branch of 
science,"^ He give* the 
examples of mathematics 
and mechanics for the 
Enlightenment, and evolu¬ 
tionary biology and anthro¬ 
pology for the EJih Century, Ecology has in due need 
mutty movement* today, mid that ix perhaps why 
their model of oi^ani&aJtion And eo^ndi nation resem 
hies hiii ecological model, working like an ecosystem, 
Highly inierconueeiedi ii thrives on diversity, works 
best when imbedded m its own locality and context 
and develops most creatively al the edges, the over- 
bp punts, the in-between npytcs—tbEUie spaces 
where different cultures meet, such as I be coming 


before.'" 1 ^ The level of ecological destruction is mind 
blowing, and the present generation feels an incredi¬ 
ble urgency aboul the future. t4 We know that mere 
reform is useless because it is clear ihac ibe whole 
basis of the presen! system is profoundly anli-eco- 

logical. and that there is no 
longer any use wailing for 
the right historical condi¬ 
tions for revolution as lime 
is rapidly running out. 
Radically creative and sub¬ 
versive change must happen 
now, because there is no 
time left fEir any thing else, 
During the May h bHi ifisur- 
reel ion in Puri*, a message 
was scrawled on the walls of 
the Theatre dc L'Odeon; 
"■Dare to go where none bus 
gone before you. Dare to 
think w'bat rmne has ever 
thought,'' Dcspi ic capital 1 s 
rapacious ability to enclose 
and recuperate everything, 
the space has now been 
opened up r aJtd wt can Utili¬ 
ty pay attention to that mes¬ 
sage 

Transnational 
Resistance 

On New Year's Day ] £ hJ4, the day the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) came 
into effect, twu Lbcjusnnd indigenous people I n mi 
several groups came out from die mountains and 
forests of Chiapas. I lie most Soul hern slate of 
Mexico, Masked, li lined and calling themselves 
Zapatistas, their batik cry was lt Ya Basil'— 
"Enough Is Enough/' An extraordinary popular 
Uprising which was Ui change the limdsL-upc of glob- 



together of live American Earth Firm! and logging 
unions or London tube workers and Reclaim ihc 
Streets, The societies ihut they dream of creating; will 
also be like ecosystems—di vend lied t balanced and 
harmonious 

Oiu ecological crisis change the way many of 
these movements think and act., Kirkpatrick Sale 
■Hum rales ihe scale of ihe biological meltdown; 
"-Store goods and services have been ceuisUiiioJ by 
flic generation alive between 1950 and I 9 V 0 , mca 
suu'J in constant dollars and tin u global scale, (ham 


al resistance forever had begun. Five towns were 
occupied and 12 days of fighting followed. This was 
not an Isolated loca l act of rebell ion; through I be 
Zapatistas* resourceful use of the inremet, which 
could not be censored by the Mexican seuec, people 
all over the world soon beard of the uprising. 11 These 
masked rebels from poverty Hirieken communities 
were not only demanding shut their own land and 
lives he given back, neither were they junt asking for 
uiicruaticnuL support and solidarity. They were talk¬ 
ing about ncoliberahMu, about the "death sentence 
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I hat NAFTA li m3 tutier Tree Trade' agreements 
would impose on indigenous people. They were 
demanding tlie dissolution of power and the devel¬ 
opment of "civil society \ and they were encouraging 
others alt over the world to lake on ihe fight against 
the enclosure of our lives by capital. Public sympa¬ 
thy in Mexico and abroad ws* overwhelming, on die 
day of the ceasefire, celebratory demonstration ** took 
place in numerous countries. In Mexico City, 
H'MMXHJ marched together sboulmg "'First World 
HAHAHAT Pbcmuticnal |Msetic eornmuniqucseaiiiL 
out of Chiapas and were rapidly circulated thru ugh 
the Internet-. There was a new sense of possibility 
and the ZnpuEi^tiaa and their supporter* were weaving 
an ckcE route fabric of struggle to cam the seeds of 
revolution around the world/* 

People's Global Action 

In l9*Mi tlie Zapatistas, with trepidation as they 
though! nobody might come, put out .1 cull for u guth- 
ering—an Yneuentrn (encounter)—of international 
aclivifcls and intellectuals to meet in Chiapas and dis¬ 
cuss common tactics, problems and solutions lo the 
common enemy; capitalism, 17 Over 6.000 people 
attended and sp^ent days miking and sharing their sto¬ 
ries of struggle. This was followed a year later by a 
gathering in Spain, where the idea of a more concrete 
global campaign, named People's GLuba! Action 
(PGA), was hatched by a group music up of ten of the 
1 urgent and moft innovative social movements, 
including the Movimemo Scm Terra, the Brazilian 
Landless Peasants Movement (see D**D No. 7, page 
8H) and ihe radical Indian Fanners- the Kuniuiuka 
Slate Farmers Union (KKKS). Four ‘hallmarks 1 wea- 
proposed by Uhl* grtmp in an attempt to get people to 
rally uround shared principles, Thews were: 

* A very clear rejection of the insiiiurhms ihtic 
multinationals and speculators have built to take 
power away from people, tike the WTO and other 


GLOBAL 

. rie- ^ 

16 th May 


STREET PARTY 



trade libera lisa! ion agreements (like APEC, the 
EU, NAFTA, etc..) 

* A OTnfmnpiismal attitude. since we do not think 
thal lobbying can have a major impact in such 
biased and undemocratic organisations in which 
transnational capital is ihe only real policy maker. 

* A call for notifyioleni (hnimmj civil dlfotedkacc 
and 1 he construcuon of local alternatives by local 
people, as answers lo lhe admits of governments 
and corporations, 

* An orgamsiUionnl philosophy based im decentral- 
i sal mm ami autonomy. 

In February IOTH. People's Global Action was 
bom and fur lhe first time ever, the world's grass- 
rmis movements were beginning to talk mid share 
experiences without I he mediation of cviahli sited 
Non Govern mental Organisations (NGOs). The firs! 
giiitiering of ihe PGA watt held in Geneva—home of 
the much liLLted WTO- More ll 1 an 300 delegates from 
71 countries came to Geneva to shate their anger 
over corporate rule. From the Uwa peoples of 
Columbia, Canadian Postal Workers,. European 
Reclaim the Street?; tctivisis, uni i-nuc Lear campaign¬ 
ers, French farmers, Maori and Ogoni activists, 
through to Korean Trade Unionists, ilie Indigenous 
Women's Nciwork of North America, and Ukrainian 
radical ecologists, all were there to form +l u global 
instrument for communication and co-ordination for 
all chose fighting against (he destruction of humanity 
and (he planet by the global market. while building 
local alternatives and people power.” 11 

(hie 111 ihe [UrEkipiliils \pnkc n| ihi^ Hi'.pmil^ 
event] fcL fi is dilliculi to describe I he warmth and (he 
depth of the encounter* we had here. The globul 
enemy is re hi lively well known, hm the global rc*is- 
uuice tlisil it meets rarely pusses through the filter ol 
ihe media. And here we met ihe people who had stun 
down whole cities in Canada with general slrikcs., 
risked their lives to selra lands in l^alin America. 
destroyed (he sent of Carps 11 in India iw Novan is" 
iransgenic maize in France. The discussions, (he con¬ 
crete planning fur action, the stories nF si Higgle, the 
personalities* the enthusiastic hospitality of the 
Genevan squatter*, die impassioned accents of the 
women and men facing the police outside the WTO 
building—all: sealed an alliance between us.. 
Scattered mound ihe world again, we will not forget. 
We remain together. This is our common struggle." 

Ore of the concrete aims of this £ inhering was to 
co-ordinate actions ignirts* two evenis of global 
importance tli;il were coming up in May af that year, 
the Uk meeting (an annuo] event y of the leaders of 
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Geneva oops that was a director general f S posh car, 

fnvluition la w riot", June IKih wm organised by 


the cap In most ifidtislfialiied nalicuu. 
which wti to take place in 
Birmingham and ihc second minister¬ 
ial meeting of the World Trade 
Organisation which was being held £i 
dav later in Geneva. 

For four consecutive dnyi= m May 
iwh. acts of resirlioce echoed 
around the plane!. In Hyderabad, 

India, SiMJiXH! peasant fanners called 
for the death of the WTO; in Brasilia 
landless peasants and unemployed 
workers joined forces and SCMXJd of 
them ttM>k to ihe streets; over 30 
Reclaim (he Streets parties took place 
in many enu nines. ranging from Finland lo Sidney, 
Sin Frandsco to Toronto, Lyon to Berlin, In Prague, 
the higgcsl single mobilisation since the Velvet 
Revolution iti 'KM, brought over thousands into the 
streets for a mobile si reel party which ended with 
several McDonald* being redesigned and running 
batik's with ihu police. Meanwhile in the UK. 5,000 
people wen? paralysing central Birmingham as ihe 
titt leaden; lied the city to a local manor lo continue 
their meeting in a more tranquil Idea! ton. The fol¬ 
lowing day, the streets of Geneva exploded. Tine G8 
plus many more world leaders had congregated there 
Sot the WTO minirttiri aJ and lo celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tariffs IGA AT). I he forerunner of the WTQ r Over 
I5,UQ0 people from all over Europe mid many from 
other com menu demon stmied, Hanks had iheir win¬ 
dows smashed, ihe WTO Director General's 
Mercedes was turned over and three days of the 
heaviest rioting ever seen in Geneva followed. The 
dust M-iiledi Ihe world leaders stuck in Elieii glass 
bunker beside Lakc deoeva made a statement saying 
1h.il I hey worried the WTO lo become "more Inins- 
pirentr As if ihat was going to make the blindest bit 
of difference. 

June 18th—Keep On Building 

El was clear thal things were really moving and ihat 
we had to keep the momentum going P and build on 
lilt; success of the May HOUGHS, The question was 
how? Then came an idea—why not go for the jugu¬ 
lar this time 1 ? Why nor aim at the heart of die beast, 
ihe pulsating core of the global economy, the finan¬ 
cial and bunking districts, the engine room oi all eco¬ 
logical -ullS social devastation? This time we could 
make it bigger, belter and even more diverse. 
According IO an article III TJii 1 Dotty Ho// 17 entitled 


"ringleaders/" during a "secret council of war'*, sev¬ 
eral other papers men booed "eel Is" and Shadowy 
groups"; while ulhers concentrated on the "protest by 
Stealth", the fact that it was all "plotlcd oh the inter¬ 
net itud was therefore "secrcL*. If you believe the 
papers, the intemer is so secret chat The Sunday 
Times hud m intercept an e-mail—which 
hupenned to be on the open discussion lisl—to show 
to its readers. Apparently rhe facr that it was 
’lunched" on ihe interne! also meant it wus ^'impos¬ 
sible for the police to estimate how many protesters^ 
might be involved’ 1 ^ or krow whai the protest was 
actually about! 

The media go to extraordinary lengths to mukc* 
people believe I hut Hits kind of thing can't he organ¬ 
ised by fairly normal people, using burly normal 
everyday life tools such as conversations, phone 
culls** and! public meetings. Only 'shadowy 4 types 
using weird and highly unusual things like comput¬ 
ers and lhe internet and meeting in strange, secret 
places like pubs and community centres cniild possi¬ 
bly organise such an event. Bui how did it all slart, 
and in what ways was it really organised? If you 
work for MIS car the police, don't gel all excited and 
think I in about to divulge the names and techniques 
of all ihe "organised anarchists"^ thal you so des¬ 
perately want to catch. 21, Vm going to do no such 
thing, but what I do want to attempt however, is io 
demystify the whole process of organising June I Sth, 

Desiring The Impossible 

Those moments where incredible dreams are ftrsl 
shared and aired, where imagination hcL-mues aclual 
by speaking, are wonderful lo look hack on, 
Sometime* ll takes so link, just a conversation $i ihe 
righi lime with the right people, and the seed of an 
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idea U planted and takes icoirt. Like nil good ideas, 
LotsoFpeopte were thinking I he same 1 bought? ai Che 
same time, anti all ii took was a hit of cal king io make 
those dreams real, 

Last year for the May *98 actions, Reel aim Che 
Streets had spent some time trying to work out bow 
to hold an event in the City ol' London, this was 
before Li was deeided co mow ihe whole thing up to 
Birmingham. Snt I he ’nng of steel’, the blanket 
CCTV coverage and the face that ihe event wm going 
to he during the weekend and ihe City would be 
empty nr office workers put u* right off. However, 
the desire to do something in this small square mile 
of land right on tmt doorsteps. Europe's leading 
financipt eemre, and one of cli pi lull's uhlcst urttl most 
powerful sites, proved tw strong, Having a tendency 
to believe in the reality of our desires, we couldn't let 
this one go. 

Then during a Inn summer's day in June l l J98. .1 
conversation occurred between a Red aim the Streets 
iRTS) activist and someone from London 
Green peace il.GP —the aiaarchist Lnlicccive riot 
linked to Greenpeace International? who had been 
involved in the Stop the City demonstrations during 
the h K.Os, It turned out that they had been ihinking 
similar thoughts about having an 'event in the City 
thai year to bring all the 'single issue' campaigns 
togclhcr around ihe common enemy nf capital. and a 
date had already been sec for a public meeting. LGP 
fell thac the time was right to take on such an auda¬ 
cious target. I ne Stop the Citys in the "80s had come 
out ni the momentum of the peace movement, In ihe 
blit j ew years, ihe ecological direct net inn movement 
hud been gelling stronger, There seemed to be an 
■upsurge in workplace action—the Jubilee line wild- 
eat strikes, and ihe Tharneside care workers (wing 
two examples. Street Panics fu&l sprouted up across 
the country wilh thousands taking direct action and 
there was a sense that that was enough momentum 
to take on such an ambitious and cheeky action, 

I he idea was taken buck to RTS’s weekly public 
meeting and to LGP's. lu mid-August. ibe firM of 
many public meetings about June the EHch was held 
in a community centre in Central London* As well us 
R'FS and LUI* several groups were present, ranging 
from lhe Mexico Support Group, London Animal 
Action, through to McLibel and Class Vk A date 
was decided, June 18th, 10 coincide with the GS sum- 
mil. Ii was a Friday—the re hire a work day in ihe 
City. An initial proposal text was agreed and rough 
ideas of u lisnetahlc lor [lie day and different groups 
to approach for involvement were discussed. It wm 


agreed to hold open co-ordinal mg meeting h every 
munch, and these continued to take place right up to 
a few weeks before the actual day. 

At this point,, there was much debate and some 
prctiy dire brainsiiirtniiig sessions trying to Bind a 
title for the day. Suggestions like 'A carnival again*! 
commerce", 'Laughing all the way lo Ihe Bank 1 , “For 
a millennium without multinationals', 'Reclaim the 
City' arid 'Reclaim the World’ all were mentioned, 
yet nobody could agree on a suitable name. Time 
passed and hull no title hiM been thought of, so we 
stuck to the date—June 1 Kth—wills a subtitle of a 
day or action, protest and carnival in lmnnci.nl cen- 
irus across ihe ^lubc' For untie extraordinary flm 
son, perhaps due to (he ficl that :i dale provide* the 
uliiiTiate in global ownership, no one Is inking on 
someone elsc's tag, it seemed to work and eventual¬ 
ly many groups began simply (billing it JIB. 3 * 

Good Ideas Spread Like Wildfire 

By the end of August 1998, the first leaflet wu pul 
together—an AJ cut and pasted photocopied sheet— 
and it was taken to the Earth First! Summer 
Gathering for discussion. A smut) number of people 
though e it was a suicide mission to try and occupy 
and transform the city on a work day when many 
people would he unable to attend because they were 
working.^* bui others were excited by tl and ihey 
agreed 10 take the idea back to their localities and 
discuss it. By the beginning of September 1998, an 
intarnnkoAl proposal had been written was taken to 
ihe PGA Convenors 1 Committee meeting in Finland 
and discussed wilh social movements from each eom 
tine hi who give ihe go-ahead for il lo lie iiruiworked 
iniema! ionully. Soon Lifter this, an international net¬ 
working group was established to distribute and 
translate the proposal into 8 languages. Paper copies 
found ihemselvqs in many backpacks and were token 
to far Hung places on people's travels. 

A JIB e-mail discussion list was set up, where any 
message sent from anywhere in the world is auto- 
roaiLcally distributed to everyone who is signed up, 
This I is! was entirely p Lib lie, anyone with an e-mail 
account could join. During the nm up to I he action, 
over l ,fXMI people passed through the list, and there 
was a steady membership of about 400 people. Over 
MX} (.litfoient people sent un e-mail contributing to 
ihe (tiscuHsim, which showed a suprising level of 
participation. Someone who had very (idle experi¬ 
ence designing web pages used it web page making 
programme and sel up a basic web site with ihe pro¬ 
posal on it. 
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Ardennes arid corporations sgrec that ihc internet 
has become one of the most potent weapons of rain- 
lamer for activist* fighting global capital. A PR man¬ 
ager teaching miiltmationaU how to deal with mod 
cm day activfot groups was quoted as say Lug 'The 
greatest threat lo the corporate world"? repulanon 
conics from the internet, (tie pressure groups' newest 
weapon. Their agile use of global Bools such as the 
internet reduces the ad 1 vantage that corporate budgets 
once provided" Hurry Heaver. n professor of eeo- 


e-mail in the UK hut who had no idea shat she knew 
anything about JIB. They then e-mallcd her saying 
ifew, have you seen thin jKDposaJ? Have you heard 
about this aciton‘. rr The message had literally gone 
around die world. 

Traditional media was also of key importance, and 
by the i iirie 20*000 red, green and black leaflets** had 
been primed and mailed out lyes, real stamps and 
licking envelopes) to around 1XXXJ groups around 
dhe wsirliJ r many countries and groups laid already 



nonucs in (he USA, hits written that ""the most seri¬ 
ous challenge so the basic institutional structures of 
modem society flow 
from ihb emergence 
of compute t l Inked 
global social move¬ 
ment*/™ 

Despite ihc fact 

dial most people on 
the planet don't own 
□ phone., let alone a 
computer linked up 
to the internet, many 
Social movement* in 
both she North and 
South now have 
some sort of Internet 
access. It's a rela¬ 
tively cheap medi¬ 
um that ambles 
small groups wiih 


got involved—including ihc North Sumatran 
Peasants Union, [lie Policy Information Centre for 

Jute rnnl i on a I 
Solidarity 1P1US) 
in South Korea, 
Chicuco (the 
coahtkti of i riba I 
people fighting 
Hie oil industry in 
Niger! ah the 
Canadian Auto 
Worker? Union, 
Green Action in 
Israel and a coali¬ 
tion of several 
groups in the 
United Stale? and 
Australia. 

UK was spread¬ 
ing like wildfire. 
Like a virulent 


Vt-nr few rcsourtes to Preparation pays off-but how many e mails before we too V|m ^ j, hiM | ,.,k co 
communicate oo a Ms? (Narito Airport protetts to Japan in the 70s) hwt(1 o( people 


mass scale, June lAthcould not have happened glob¬ 
ally without it. i hc cost oi sending Betters or making 
phone calls halfway across Hie world wouW have 
been prohibitive. Bui il s riie way tlie internet spreads 
ideas rapidly and in every direction through web 
sites, discussion lists etc, which is extraordinary. 
Once a message has gone out, a simple click of a but¬ 
ton can send il to thousand? of people and each nrie 
of these in turn can Jim ward thal message within sec¬ 
onds, Ideas spread and multiply al the .speed of light 
There is a grant anecdote which describes the 
decentralised multiplying nature of the internet. 
Someone in the international networking gniup hen! 
an e-mail to an anarchist group in New York, which 
was iheu Forwarded by cl nun in Chicago, who in tuns 
forwarded il co Boston and so on lo several other 
cities in ihe US until eventually it reached Mexico 
City, where it was forwarded to Zapoiiiti supporter* 
Lib Chiapas, who were friends or ihc originator of the 


imaginations* Unconi Tollable and uurtameabli^ it had 
moved from city lo city and country to country 1 . Like 
the fmitncifll markers, n fed on rumour and sjteada- 
tion. Unlike ihc markets, it needed Co-Operation* 
community und hope to keep il alive. 

The Importance Of Process 

All hough what happened on the day wcnl beyond 
many people’s wildest dreams, the process that led 
up to it was just us important Although il had some 
failings, it did achieve much which will strengthen 
many of the movement who worked on J IS, 
Primarily. I believe I here arc three key areas in which 
ihc process succeeded—group building, education 
and networking, both on local and internal tonal 
level. I can only speak about the lirst two m serim of 
wbat happened in Lhe UK, bat fin iUTC similar 
processes happened in many places where aclion? 
were organised 
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Acting Together 

In terms of group building, what sesnaed 
cl Kir was ihat the pn.*eess of local groups 
getting together to plan Shelr autonomous 
actions on the day was incredibly impor¬ 
tant. June ISlh was providing a common 
focus for groups up and down the country. 

New groups were forming and existing 
groups were coalescing and expanding. 

Local meetings which brought together 
diverse line rest groups Itegnn hapgteiiing in 
She (field, Cardiff Newcastle, Brighton, 

Bristol, Glasgow, Manchester and 
Southampton to name hut u Tew (eventual¬ 
ly (here were over 35 different UK gn;>ups 
and places tluii hud their own June I8ih 
point of contact) Local poster* and slickers were 
produced, stalk and exhibitions appeared in cafes 
and at festivals. With tltc freedom to act completely 
autonomously, yes knowing thal there would be 
rowy other groups doing .unions on the day provid¬ 
ing both cover and support, groups found cxim con- 
lidervee and security and felt part of a wider pmeev*,. 
All sense of feeling loo small and loo isolated 
seemed to evaporate. The success of the day itself 
will also lie Ip inspire them further. Hopefully many 
id" these groups will conttnUc working together Iw 
many years to come., 

I .cuming Together 

There has been a Eendeney in the UK direct action 
movement to concentraie on action at the expense of 
more conscious thinking Lind theoretical clarity.W 
The positive Hide of this Is that it im enabled wildly 
imaginative actions and strategies to take place. It 
lias also licljHxl avoid the ideological Eulkini Illation 
and bickering that has beset much of "tradiiiormr 
politics, Ik downside os tins however, Ls thul it' we 
want to built! "organised popular movements which 
think things through, which debate, which act, which 
experiment, which try alternatives, which develop 
seeds of the future in the present society. 1 '* 1 then we 
have to get a lot better at thinking, talking and edu¬ 
cating ourselves acid others, June 18th once again 
acted as a focusing agent, bringing together diverse 
people from different 'single insue' campaigns, and 
getting them to think about one question—the ques¬ 
tion of capital. 

Few people seriously understand economics, and 
even fewer understand the complexities of the arcane 
currency, failures Lind opiums markets chat lie at the 
hean of the world’s economy. There are very r'ew ! 
places which will tell you about such things in clear 


Produced In the months 
leading up fp Jun^ t8th 
were two useful action 
orientated publications. 
'Squaring up to the 
Square Mile* was a 32 
page pamphlet detailing 
the institutions and 
workings of the City. The 
accompanying publication 
wP5 a A3 map of the City* 
marking financial 
f ions and places . See 
page 3 1 8 far how to set 
your own copy. 

nnd simple language.** It is in the interest of the 
elites to make these things, inaccessible and difficult 
to understand lor Che average citizen. In many way*, 
it resembles the hold on power that has gone on for 
millennia wiihin religious societies. The high priest¬ 
hood would often hold arcane cefcmonies in temples 
hidden from the populace, and far o\er a thousand 
years, mass was held in Latin which excluded the 
majority of the puptiluliftFi from understanding it. 
Now r in their towering glass leniptes of Mammon, 
the elite, the bankers, traders ami financiers are still 
waking up m dawn and engaging ui secret rituals. 
Aloof and isolated from the devastating effects of 
their magic, I hey sll safety in front of ihtrir screens 
playing with UiimbcrN and abstniel mathematical 
equations, knowing that mosi |ieople will never 
■make a connection between Ibeao -<rcaac gume* and 
lhi* misery nl their everyday lite. 

As "a first step towards unlocking the City's mys¬ 
tique"^ and to help educate ourselves on Ihc issues 
of contemporary capital urni financial markets. 
Corporate Watch anti Reclaim the Streets produced a 
clear and concise 32 page illustrated booklet emitted 
Squaring l fp 7 'he Sqmm MUr—A rough f >'Hide t& 
the City of London. 4000 copies of this excellent 
publication were distributed to groups preparing for 
J18, alternative bookshops and etmferenecs, and a 
version was also pui up on the web. Tucked inside 
ihe booklet wav a full eohmr map of potential targets 
in the Cily—banks, exchanges, corporate EiQ s. 
investment houses etc,, all to help people planning 
their autonomous actions. A wonderiul way of show¬ 
ing that theory without action is useless. 

Face iti face debate is as impormni an radical liter¬ 
ature, and at the end of February 1^99, a "day of seti 
education' wav held in a squatted social Lentre in 
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feke Newington London, which involved over 100 
p&bplt participating in theoretical workshops and 
debales about die issues surrounding J EU. As well as 
Ihb, various people Unveiled around giving wnrk- 
rfttps at conferences and gatherings, sometimes 
i]Juslrjling them wiitli slide show's ;md die J18 video. 
This IS minute video featured an amusing spoof 
S lolly wood trailer for J18 T complete with deep husky 
American voice nnd superfasi paced edits, an ironic 
slion film On the resistance to lhe I Ml- and World 
B.rnk ill id in couple of spool udbuslcrs adverts dboiil 
jfowtfi economics and the Gti. ] (JO free copies of this 
w*m divtri haled gUsbnlly, and it was shown in many 

.1311 Israeli and US Cuhlu TV, vl|UliT 
icd NLicinJ centres in Europe, through to benefit pigs 
in LoftcfafL Some people even Illegally dublmd it 
onto the beginning of re need video tapes! 

Sinning Together 

As hits been described alcnsivcly above, one »f the 
tcntri! idtiis behind JIB was ijic need bn create inter- 
EiaEionul und local networks of resistance, But per- 
Ilaps describing this amorphous and fluid form of 
communication as a network is misleading. Harry 
Cleaver describes a nei as a "woven fabric made up 
of interlinked knols—which in social term* means 
interlinked groups. Tliis inapplicable enough when it 
tumres to easily identifiable, coupe rating groups, 
such as NCSOk."^ Bui P what is missing from Ehi* 
description, continues Cleaver, “is the sense of 
ceaseless, fluid motion within "civil society 11 in 
which 'organising' many not take the form of 
'UfpnisqlLLnls 1 hut ail ehh arid flow of conhicf Ill 
myriad points/ 1 

For Cleaver, the perfect metaphor for the type of 
organising that i* presently taking place between 
groffflDOts groups is water, "especially of oceans 
wiih rheir ever restless currents and eddies, now 
moving faster, now slower, now wurmcr h now colder, 
now deeper, now on the surface. At some points 
water does freeze r crystallising into rigidity, but 
mostly it metis, again, undoing one molecular form to 


refuses crystal llsation yet whose directions and 
power can be observed and trucked." Hie process of 
JIB was exactly like this, and this fluidity is one of 
our greatest strengths against the rigid constraints of 
capital. 

The Day Gets Nearer—The State 
Prepares... 

h wa* no coincidence that on the 39th January, a fult 
page article appeared in 77u? Pmh Mirmr* wiih the 
headline ‘"Police spy hid to smisti the antiwar pro 
testers. 1 " Including 10 surveillance amig sholis with 
WANTED printed above them, the article began "An 
An1i>Car group is being targeted by police who 1'car 
it plans to bring chaos to Brilain"* roads. Every 
police station in Britain has been circulated wiih 
photographs of Red turn The Struct* democwimtors 
in a bid to identify ringleaders/* 

Five months to go "til JIB and the slate had begun 
their counteroffensive. According lo an article, ""A 
Special Branch document obtained by The A firmr 
admits Li is almost impossible for police to monitor 
groups like Reclaim The Streets* H says; 
"‘Increasingly, Lhe environmentalists represent an 
impenc truhle problem for conventional Intelligence 
gathering. The need for an enhancement in covert 
pm-LLtuive intelligence by police is clear/" Which 
wa* great news, and was further evidence of lhe fuel 
thui ihe state is completely unable to grasp the way 
fluid ’disorganisations’ work. They are %o used lo 
hierarchy, orders and centralisation (hat lhey ]u*l 
can't see us, let alone catch us. Perhaps this is why 
Operation Jdlysumc, an n was called hy the police* 
did not succeed in rmmdmg up "ringleaders' or pre¬ 
venting J LH happening. 

The Angry Brigade knew 4 this in I E J?0 when they 
dec hired ""We were invincible because we were 
everybody. Tliey could not jail us for we did mu 
exist/ ^ You would have thought chut 2? years later* 
the slate would have cottoned onto us! 
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The Day Gets Even Nearer—We 
Prepare.,,. 

J18 stickers* which were printed with over 30 differ- 
cm designs, were beginning to be Mien everywhere- ■ 
lamp-posi-s. wh miichincs. hu-stups—you could 
hardly walk dawn a street in Central London without 
seeing one, A Virgin Airway* advertising eflflBptdgn 
proved particularly apt for flickering. as Virgin had 
recuperated Communist slogan* such as A revuju- 
lion is in (he Air", "Up die Workers 1 — end orange 
dicker* on the deep red background below ihese silo- 
gLi,ns looked great! A flicker tv els even seen stuck SO 
the buck of an unsuspecting Mice officer during (he 
Mayday Reclaim ihc Streets iul>e p-iriy! 

Numerous gigs took place ED raise awareness and 
money. 5QUQQQ club-like melullic gold J18 fljW5 s? 
which oiieucd up to reveal a quote from Raoul 
Vaitcigcm saying To work for delight and a uthen tic 
festivity is barely distinguishable from preparing For 
general insurrec[ior’ 1M somehow disappeared within 
li month as did UJ.OtMJ Ely pOSlcr*- 

Meanwhile, NATO was bombing Serbia buck to 
lhe stone age in order that Western Capital could 
enclose this last enclave of the Extern Blue. Wc 
asked ourselves who was going to rebuild the 
bridges, oil refineries, rood*, schools. hospitals and 
power stations and who is going 10 replace the mil¬ 
lions of pounds worth of weapons used every day ? 
Could it possibly be Western oil. engineering, con¬ 
struction und arms companies? Many of us lull com¬ 
pelled i li do something, to take action. Elm the timing 
was dreadful, and OS we were are nil overworked 
with June Ifilli preparations, there was no way we 
could organise anything else. Would the war still be 
going on on June IWth? The issues were so clearly 
identical, but bow could we suecssfully integrate it 
into (he action? 

With only four weeks to gu, the media war began. 
The Sunday Tekgroph i' Business Section front page 
headline declaring li City faces mass protest threat" 
went on id claim: "Bunks and finance houses are 
being urged by the City of London Police and the 
British Bankers Association to tighten security and 
alert their staff after uncovering plans by protest 
groups to bring Britain's financial centre to a stand¬ 
still." 3 * Alter describing JIS fairly accurately* most¬ 
ly quoting the web site, the article went on to quote 
a J Cily piofessional' as spying: “We will not bow to 
these people. We have money to make here". Bui it 
Wfrs clear that the City was taking things very seri¬ 
ously, All Leave was cancelled for City of London 


police officers on the day. The Corporation of 
London sent Setter; out to the Managing Director oJ 
every firm in the square mile (and many outside ii> 
wiih instructions to circulate the warning of "major 
disruption"" and the need for extra security measures 
to be taken on June 18th to all staff. Two weeks us go 
and the Big tssue'% front cover had a montage of a 
businessman on fire, with (he headline Breaking the 
Bunks'* and a five page feature on J18 inside. The 
heat was on,-. 

leaked letters firem firms hi (he City showed tliat 
citormoui amounts of security precautions were 
being taken, including barricades creeled irt 
entrances to buildings* extra security guards* min- 
musing meetings wiih people not normally in the 
particular offices, discouraging visitors to the build¬ 
ing ami keeping deliveries to so itaoluic minimum 
for the day. There were even rumtjU4*s chuu several 
firms told workers not to bother coining into the fily 
on the day and to work from home. 

One particularly worried and especially aggressive 
city worker sent an abusive e-mail to one of the 
groups, threatening to “anash your pinko faces in/' 
He sent il via a hotniail ACCOtmL thinking il Wtt an 
anonymous way of e-mailing someone. N^itinn hoLtrs 
q cyber-geek on the J18 discussion Its! had managed 
to lrace The origin of the e-mail to merchant hankers 
Merryl Lynch, The IT manger there was immediate¬ 
ly Eold of his worker's abuse of company comput¬ 
ers— we never heard of him again! 

The Last Few Days,,* 

Now with only a short lime left to go, 8.000 red. 
green, black and gold masks were printed and 
painstakingly hand threaded with clastic. Pinal 
preparations were happening across die country; 
autonomous action pirns tightened up in Bristol, 
giant carnival heads with sound systems inside were 
nearing completion m Sheffield, the London 
InicrhattonaJ Futures lixchange (LIFFE) was mea¬ 
sured up so that it could have a wad built in front of 
its entrance* the web masters and mistresses pul fin¬ 
ishing (ouches to the special web pages which would 
stream live video from London ami Sidney on the 
day. wigH and disguises wen. 1 bought* freshly painted 
banners hong up to dry* four different sound systems 
donated separate pieces of equipment so that a com* 
munal sound system can be driven in on the day, 
blockading teams memorised maps and mobile 
phone numbers, people had to file past a competing 
team of police ‘Uirveillunce smd media cameras to gel 
mio a meeting, and a crew of Red Bull junkies sal up 


to 
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nil night editing □ 32 page sp(mf newspaper- called 
Evmtmg SrcmdanJs, foff di^tribulion across London a 
A year on From shut hoi summer's day's tan verna¬ 
tion, everything was Ktlugo. Hundreds of groups in 
43 countries had said they were going 10 do Mnm"- 
ihmg on the day, and the City nf London Police cm- 
muled ] 0..CMN3 people would turn up for itie actions in 
the Square Mile. But despite all Che endless mecl- 
tug*- careful preparations and military precision 
planning wc knew that only one thing will enable the 
day to succeed—die active spontaneous actions of 
(he participants. Spontaneity is one more vital tool of 
resistance to join fluidity and diversity. It is the free¬ 
dom to ptay. The deal re beyond want and external 
compulsion- lt*i the play of life itself ami the very 
opposite of work, order and hierarchy.. 

Revo Uii ionury epochs arc period* of convergence 
when apparently separate process* trolled to form n 
socially explosive crisis— perhaps it wa* an Unwit¬ 
ling ly accurate description of our times, when the 
leader of The Express claimed that ii wax “Crifieul 
Mass ' which "planned.. (June 18th],..across the 
world.” You and I know ihul 'Critical Mass' does not 
exist, that it B s just un idea—the blocking of rush hour 
traffic by mass bike rides—and it certainly didn't 
organise June IBth* But perhaps there is no better 
way of describing what is happening around the 
world. A critical aunt* i* building—and every year, 
every month, and every day n get.* bigger ami 
stronger Repons of strike*, of three! action* and of 
protest and occupations from across the world flow 
along the same lines of communication that curry I he 
trill(005 of pounds involved m the reckless uhmis- 
(mmiMc money game of tniiiruition^l capital Soon 
there is going lo be an explosion—on explosion 
which wifi he ^o different from any other revoluiiafi- 
iiry upsurge that tbow in power won't even realise 
that it is about lo transform their world forever. There 
is much work to be done, bui the hope and (kOS$ibUi- 
ly expressed during ihc process and event.* of June 
ISih have brought us one slep closer la (his won¬ 
drous moment, lk 

Footnotes 

|. Size Lhe June ISUi website fur a Lutriplctr bsi m 
www.jlS.ctg 

2. (nftMitlhc ilna June 1 H^Jl lejfien, |>uhli>ht?il 

3. £ HcHjiLhvstmn tun bctpmc a buzzword surd cm Ik a LimFy ^ 
ing term. I pftefe# ik lerru NeoJUxraEL^m^ u*ed in Eiurape mid 
Latin America, bui wilt use rite mere cwutKrt English term. 
My iiiwler\tani|in« ol globaliunion is hea mjiimiklI up m ihf 
foijwing section uf Reclaim ihi StrKti Agitprop. “Capittl 

jdirtyi been global. Pram die slave iradc of ejulier c-cis- 
niraps in the impe-nat coloni^biion sif lioidi .usiJ tfulturcv 
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Atiwi llw world, Lu boUDdlet& -dri vc ter ojs poniioft—for 
Sbcwi term fmandn] gain—luii imgniied no I i mitt. Backed 
up llw %unc power, capitalist iicaninjLtiiiii lias tre-irid wide- 
vpraad ujtiaL mdt ecclogfclJ deviuUilinn when? it 
extended. Bui now, rapbulHstl as iiiiempting a new strategy un 
ctiissL-ii ppkI intensify itt zhjftimce over us. fts nunc is eco¬ 
nomic global kqiim. and it oodueL* of l be dkuiiuiL|iu£ nf 
n.-stkifial limit atknis to unde and lo ibe froe movement of cap- 
iuU. It cnahk-s companies, driven by the di'iniuids of the mpji- 
cioua jumiblmE uf lawincy imukeL^. Lc runbiL'k dtc camrc -li 
in «c-arvti fur ever higher iirctits. Ii^'erin^ wage^ iiiufl envi- 
jLHiiiirf!]ii:il sumukirds in ilieir w.ikc. {jJid--.ihs. J Linn js jr^iiitbEy 
ihe man luEuliiiihcnui] redesign of the planei^ piihikjl iii^i 
econnmic lunpusiu iilWr Ihc Induitrial RcioIucilml" 
(Ifakaf Strfft Ft jm A$npn?{}- May l*th l^H. 

•I. Scei Jc'jjjt tff rhr Pitfxric Khr€fi§kt Wfafirf Weivjfuhr.wi pm/ 
Cnmtenri'aimim in /wwi.. by Ruben V. DjiucIi. Karvtfd 
Uatverwily Preni bar an OWiilw nf ihc -IliImi] »trug- 

in J'JfiH Orforai ^tify readaW# pktddal acrounl: IW*H„ 
MtrfK hint,' in fhr {href! •by TnrUj A H, Caatelle I 'Wit. 

5 IroniLnlk, ill i- Vkd.\ 4ine *yf Vhe central yw^rikhrss^% of Ihc 
Soviet-Style slate. Uniformity undenninev diversity and the 
capuchy In dirtuve oppmlUoa 

J'Isl cafc^nics nj c-ipiul. Ihe Financtul mnrkotJ. miy be "anar- 
vhfc", llesibtc ubd llaid—bui Ibey iire stilt fiovemed by line 
unbrpakablc law—fimllt. 

7. A funltgr iMiny i$ ltiu4 Ihe uuue nv?ts iluii enable epical tti 
dihiey-ifd Ivuitcrs and pn^duce- toninsudijies tlkTu^apd^ of 
miltv away fro in iJac-ir rnnkutf. Ihc internet ,'uid cheap air 
tmvcE. iire I lie sjuik took w hLdi arc helping ^tiik,d welil 
movement* U3 mecl wad work with rack uihei Ol ci.mrye I am 
aiv4iie of die ecoLugiriil arnE wial eosts of iIk* coinpuijcr 
indusir> E and air travel. The only j can resolve Lbis 
irpdiclicHi i*i by appl>ing a Ifcoraeupjrhie metaphor to iL The 
word Bowofuhy Met from (kCtnk ;uid rntans^ kimil-ir 
stilTcriug’. The ide^i in tluii a subsiiuicc that exm produce 
ipjAdni in ;i healthy pcruii can Lunr th<>u s-ymptonii in ;i 
skk psnun. Pur iirnUH£ u you suffer frem My fever, nm- 
ning IM. 1 W. 1 - and eyes, dmt yem take ,i mimiie doM of cmoii, 
bc*„uic oakm Juice pnoduce^ simUnr %y.njn«niN {khihIIuiv 
mffmm euujuis ap iwilisn* will have e*perieftced„> TIn: l-ofi- 
cepE of iJiis minimum do*c Matc^ th»at we rnuM only use as lit- 
Ur medicine &\ p^sshihle to AJim^Sle the hndy ‘r own healing 
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rnpclMmi^iL- So if we apply this Id I tic use of d^^L-njeci vt- UH. fc h- 
ihjlegi« In enable mkid. 1 clwin^c. it i* dear ilfcru ilfc amount of 
Jir Imvcl and inttflKi iuu.-d by activists !■* n ■ mule. compand 
wii]i wkuc ls lz'-l'J iVie c b ipU.ih>E gain jn^l perhaps Lhts himuEL- 
j mourn of h pH»nouF r Mrfa^DCa muy actually t Uni i Nn the 
healing capacities of lIu? social body. 
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End Press. CuM4^ 1 Wti. 
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i hill L»if in ihree children in the UK fin biUilght up In poverty. 

Id. Queried jr rri'fw/efii.at, edU^J hy Hulty SklLU, 1980. ported 
m TV Quv ii^erj'pi,iX rtr (rhffoctf EcpntNWjf, h J Pi ■ 4 1 F**r 41 3km 
fitw{ini }t\r Ltrt d!. ediled by 1 Marnier am] (Lddm ith. Sierra 
Club Hotta, S-hn FrarurliOO IWftr 

It. Soo; A lln'fJti trp Ri'nttivrfS by Ih-inini^ue Vidal, tv Mtimk 
QtylomaAlqtH. May 149K 

12 Scmtoy AtopnhiMtm hy Murray Baokthiu. Hlut k K-i*c 
Bcki fc*. Mnwlrcal 1471. 

I 3. IfcMi ^irrjpraid rtr fitrjw-£#wuui /or rtf CmfmDrr Ajpr 
bj Kirkpatrick Sii1e r Quiirtd Bwln IWi 

14 Hie gencrnlions of rhe 'Vb. Icp the 'Jffl* iuid Lhe threai of 
nuclear nprcalypK hanging over ilwiri, bui Hue wuv a qy»- 
4 ]i hi in probability - IP iliere wav a nude-ur war The queMujoi 
jit mi liHijjci lui if, because there is ccrtainin Mini ns. lung ja 
bufioeq continues as normal. the biosphere will be irrevoca¬ 
bly dil TTUjed. If It Iwti' t dready b«n so. 

15, EaUHttbn| from Su.bcornmniKL'inie Mirens' nnw legeinliijy 
jungle battered Qhvertli InpHip, 

lb. Sec ihr excellent wndfljs of US academic Hurry Cleaver 
HlmiiE emtipuier linked social m nrrmrnif iVnHiMf OP d« 
web in: hilp:/www. ew wkiiai.edu^fptuJiy/Cleaieryhmidhlml 
papers hind 

I! SubLi ininuiJLdai lie MiriroA said in bis *-pccth m |be 
Convciiiiofi: <h Wic...i*k in lhe name urt all fflefi and wpmn 
chart y-ffld save a murnent. a few jays, • few Iwurv, enough 
■mnule* |o find the crenmon enemy " 

|K From IHIA nnniiledo, I'ebruikry ]W|t—see: www.agp.m^t 
for ihLrfc detiiilv m\ lhe FUA, 

IV Ilir thtrts Mali, Monday June 21 IW9* p. 1J 'Inriialion to a 
Km-d’ by Sieve tlkiy^biy aimI Ptter Rose. 

2», fljir Ho% jgfpn'jj, Saturday June 14 1PW. p “Day lpT 
Cliauhi Plumed no lhe Inlentr by ftanny Penman 

21. SO doe% Ihat ineaP dial wlirn uctim were orguiiKed u^iup 
lenftet^ ami 

pi^ich, iJit'V 
were able Id uve 
ilielr payehie 
powers and guehh 
exactly how 
many pmCe^Ljrs 
wLHild he ip the 
Ciiy cvf London? 

The iraoy it Ihal 
poliee figures. 
week% before die 
procei-E. cftimal- 
rti sryjnei people 
whieli was good 
ile.il mure accu- 
F4ite limn the fig¬ 
ure* b|uinedi on 


the day by the mnj^irily of the media, wliich rnn^cel from 
3CWU-7UIMJ. 

22- The Drily T*tt$ruffh h Saturday June (4 IW, p S Proles 

Huicbed on Ok Irvlenwl hy Tom Syke^. 

23. FhtPTK ea|l-r jure ifcM iHHmaJ iooi! | i in mo«t of die world!. I am 
ubvlously referring lo lhe 'affluent' «h.-u:iic* here 

24. Iihf fiNrjflttfjf 17i?ifi h Friday June IS 1VW, ’Oi^aniwd 
An arc hi M 1 ?" 

2^. After June Lrtth lutid u nme of writing in August 1 V44> ihc 
police hoal wi oETieeni wort inf. cm (he Cask full time, looking 
ai S0(MJ hours* oF CXTV fcKriagi? and Lrfher evidence. 

2j 6. There i- h ver; uPEfdfluirtEe sipnlariiy between IIH and die 
mi me lvI Hk violent ottrafiKiit j^uupC'lfl iwhiUi Kind* for 
CEPinbtii and then ihe jnibaHoE Adidi 11 iiIett, A and II the find 
idkl eighth letter* of lhe alpluaburO. %'one of u* dinkect «n Id 
ihu until iiHs Liic\ Iuie Mime ol lhe media did mriLinm hr 

27p Mou ln|M$ib action, npceldly itmt ptltiffti Iww token 
place Km weekend* Holding *omeihlng whklt required thou- 
Mmd* bi pjulieipple. if ll w.i* ptin$ lo work, on a weekday 
v.ji'. LMlrnfiicdly quite j ra*!.. 

2N. Ofrnpnrrr Linked So^at Mfarmrnti mi *1 thrtlfobaS Thnealtti 
Capiitilhm by Finny Omm. hupJ/www.ecoadeaa^.niiii/rM- 
ullyfCleAvcrAuuchiinl^Kipcfs.himl 

29. Three e-ibiuft it|He^enEtng Anarehiini. Cflmwnhn uid 
Bcdo$y- 

3(1. Sec George MatKiiy- intnuliiciiun to D/K Culture r PnrTj md 
Frwtft rt 'Yfljr Nriitjin^ Vcftit. London l lj 4tt for an HCldflllk 
buL inicccsiiihg eritique. 

Jle From JIS inlcmniiynal kAilc*—queued from Noun 
Owmsky. No readier icfcteiice uvjiluble. 

$2 If you are fiomg bread any paper which udb y«™ Lhe red &n> 
rie^ about w^hnl i* grenjton indie w’Lirlit, who pulkihe *frinj£* 
ami how Uu? »ysErm world, then you have bo fort mU Hip hn 
lKc 1 f VriiNii(id jTIfflr.i. Orinto a hi ^ hrmnuli h?i WH Sniailrii. 
where they ini*t yiw 10 p^y ju^i by dropping che chanjgi 1 la 
few copfKrv tAn do) into a bucket li will be Hie mod edn- 
l iiijeij.! dtopllfnng you hnve ever deme 

33. From Hit irureduction of Sfaa-inje Up r« rtf S^i-rjifjt .tfi'!#'— 
A Rotiph (iuiiif h* tfu? City Imdtm* CurporaEc Watch and 
Ketlatrn I he S Heels, J IP PuhlkithMU 1494. 

34. OwNJ- 1 N^i- f-i fraJrrli .SftriiA MiiVtTfifntJF ifJuJ rti* TAntui 

jn CVprtth.sfli hy Harry Cleaver, %re iih-^e. 

35. TTw Angry Bngadf ..inline f*/7, l'37tl 

3b. RTS organiidd a TUbi Piny In luppoif of Tube w-wkm and 
again*l the ptlHAiiiatioii oi ihe London Underg^mJHl. which 

hulk bloce «ili May 1*1, 
I9W, 

Many pncpple 
assumed llkat I Ihf^e gold 
flyerii eos\ the c,irth m 
petnl. m IaH they Covl 

Hk 1 uluw ukm.kjji i a* if 

w ; e lud done ihem in 
my cniier colour, 

3P. TV JfCrw^'W W 
tvnyAlJt Lf/f. Raoul 
Vjrteigeiu, kelwt Prwf 
1994 

34. Sundcis 

peltfifitph. May lb 
1999 'City Face* Mu-\\ 
Flcftll ThreaT hy 
Grant Ftnig.vh.iw 
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Autonomous Actions and Anarchy! 

In all the talk and publicity Leading up to June 18th a huge emphasis was put on the importance 
of groups and individuals organising their own autonomous actions to be carried out on the morn¬ 
ing in the City of London. In the end there were around 20 of these actions that took plate in 
and around the square mile of the City, as well as a number outside the capital. Groups that took 
action in the City Ehat morning included Campaign Against the Arms Trade, a selection of Earth 
First! groups, International Solidarity with Workers in Russia P Haringey SoEidarity Group, the 
Association of Autonomous Astronauts, London Animal Action and Tyneside Action for People and 
Planet* Here we have included a few pieces of writing on the background to some of these 
actions. All are personal accounts and do not necessarily represent the views or ideas of the rest 
of the people involved In that particular group or action. For more comprehensive coverage of 
Other events that happened during the morning on June lath get the Earth First! Action Update , 
No. frO/July 1999-see page 344 for their contact details. 


Unions —Pimps For Capitalism! 

Revolutionaries Hum the Northern Anarchist 
Network, the Anarchist Communist Federal mm L plus 
individual anarch ass* and communists, invaded ihc 
Trade Uni mm Cum cress (TUC) HQ in London as part 
of the Jane ISlh day of action. 

Around 25-30 people gathercd at a nearby rc-direc- 
linn point, "Hie grou|/i then walked into the main 
reception area, up the sraim and into the labyrinth of 
offices and corporate style meeting rooms. The 
leaflets that we had produced for she day. emitted 
•Why Target the TUCT outlining ihu consistent role 
i hat the Unions have played in helping to isolate 
workplace resistance, were given nut lo the people 
that were in the bin (ding. We were greeted by sever¬ 
ed TUC burcuuemtes with she cj* peeled *'Whas she 
hell do you think you're doing in here- get OUT 
now!” One or iwo official* actually started into a 
panic motivated sprint down the corridors- 40 call 
the cavalry maybe? One secretary linked tf Whi( fc B 
this? Oh, ifs ih.a day isn't it? M —sounding a hie like 
M was April hoof's Day! 

Leaflet were placed in ill the offices shat we could 
get mfo. We walked through she restaurant handing 
them nut So the bemused diners. As we moved 
around the corridors and officer, we seemed so be 
swallowed up by Shis maze-like bland complex. The 
huge building seemed barely in use, bad timing? Was 
everyone at lunch? Was ii always this quiet in here? 
Several members of the group remained outside giv 
ing out leaflets to the passcra-hy. 

As wc left the building singing sarcastically, "...you 
wonT get me I'm pan of the union, 'til the day I 
die.. 1 suddenly the fire alarms started to ringout and 
She re mum tug leaflets Were thrown about the foyer. 

As wc walked off towards the City of London to 
join Ihc rCM of she people wins wore gathered for the 


JUS celebration, a couple id police van* were spotted 
cruising towards the TUC building. Wfe had left just 
in lime! 

The HQ of the Trisdc Union Congress was chosen 
for this action lo point out the reactionary mlc ihns 
ihc unions play in helping to keep the eog^ and 
wheels of the capitalist mechanism running so 
smoothly. 

We must always understand that the interests of the 
union and alt its officials are different to mira. This 
scparaiion applies So utl of those who as tempt to rep¬ 
resent our class and aci a* a pacifying interface 
beiwccn the b OSS class and the rest of us + 


The planning of 
an effective 
action between 
different pads of 
she country was 
slowed down by 
justifiable hesi- 
ismcy to use she 
phone li nil e-mail 
esc. for security 
reasons. Ideally 
,wc would (lave 
informed many 
more militants 
aboul what we 
had planned, 
Alsu, we could 
have checked out 
the lay-out of the 
building and 
maybe phoned 
she press etc. 
from one of she 
offices. 
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Diary of a Meeting Junkie! 

DonT ycE me wrong, E am not ugdinsi meetings in 
principle al nil. In the City of London. nothing ia 
going c» happen naturally ami spontaneously, My 
only Jeding* one I think tinned by ethers after the 
day. was tbtl you can try ftu pl^n nx> much. When il 
cornea to the crunch, die unexpected will always 
happen Cm it did) and then you have spent the whole 
of the -spring sat in a darkened room expending ener¬ 
gy that could have been better used elsewhere. 

Alter a small amount of publiciiy, the Brighten 
June IKth group formed and started U> meet fort¬ 
nightly cn masse four mOfltbs before the event, As I 
remember. shate was, always a healthy turn out for 
ihe targe meetings in iher beginning- In these, it was 
decided that there were certain casks which needed 
attention: publicity, fundraising, ironspon, props, 
finances, and a group in plan tire action. These sub¬ 
groups sorted out whit needed Id he dune and then 
cleared il paM the larger group. 

Some of these groups worked really well m an 
autonomous fashion. The publicity group produced 
some excellent posters, flyers and stickers tMiil on 
my bedroom wall) and pretty comprehensive cover¬ 
age of Brighlon was organised. The local magus me. 
Impact* mid. J 1 defy you not Co have not teed some 
item of Hypos!ing. llyer or graffiti about June the 
Itflh/ Nice gnef 

Tlie fundraising group pul on sonic brilliant stomp- 
ini' benefit gigs, noc only raising money but provid¬ 
ing a situation for everyone te gel co know each 
other--just as important as a meeting any day. 

Ami then there was die action group. Because wc 
wanted to plan a really good, effective action in the 
City* we met regularly—at least once a week in the 
beginning and every day at ibe end. However, the 
problem was I hat almost every member of the action 
group was a9 no a member of another .sub-group. This 
mean! that lime in these meetings was often inken up 


by other groups" business and problems. Plus the 
action group member* were having lp become meeo 
ing junkies. 

The action group had decided that the best way to 
organise was around an affinity group structure. 
Being new to the whole thing, I thought this was a 
greai idea. However, now 1 know people better* I 
realise that if you want lo organise around a structure 
of affinity groups, ihty have to exist first -work 
with what you have, not wiih what you want, A Lm 
of time and effort went into irying its form [teoplc 
into affinity groups and ihe main way we tried to 
achieve this was through organising two train ing 
days. 

The first training day concern rated on informing 
people about whai June IKtli was. and wc showed 
videos. Then we had games te try to get people to 
know each other. Then, in arbitrary group*, we did a 
hypothetical exercise ahum an apocalyptic post-mil* 
Senium period and how an affinity group would cope 
with problems an such a situation. 

The second mining day was much more fun. 
bcuaiLsc by that time wc had formulated our secret 
plans and clever tricks and knew what wc wanted 
We had legal workshops (very useful 1 and a de- 
arresting workshop that generated a mini-riot, 
'Quick, grab his nose and give him a hummer blow 
to the diaphragm!' 

After we had all jumped on each Giber's heads in 
de^unrcsliug and had a Jew pub serious, it felt like 
Ibno was more of a group atmosphere—somethitig 
you can't produce through meeting!* 

Then we held a final briefing on June Ifttli, where 
people were told everything except ibc iar^ci. People 
were Lokl it wjh a traffic blockade, timed to coincide 
with ihe morning rush hour and involving ihrcc car* 
□nd a chain with a banner across the southbound car¬ 
riage way. 

So on she big day, we all mcl nl Sam and piled off 
to London. The target was London Bndgr. (Can you 
imagine how hard it was nol to hum* 'London Bridge 
is falling down' Ln the months leading up?) 
Everything was going [ierfectIy P and people scented 
happy. When we got lo our drop-off poinh we 
walked the back way to the bridge* avoiding CCTV 
on the way; ysru cud never be 100 careful. At Ihc bot¬ 
tom of the Southwark Caihcdral steps it all went a bit 
pear shaped. This was when so much planning 
seemed futik- 

Fifiy people all standing masked up al the bottom 
of the bridge looked just a lillle suspect. One ot our 
cars had broken down—curses. After Cense minutes 


U 


Do or Die Voices from the ecological resistance No. fl 






























creative idea* (lowing and built our confidence. A 
crack team fashioned outlandish mobile phones; and 
other props from polypiyrene, bits of wire and uny- 
ihin^t else ibcy could grab. Another (cam irawled 
poetry books, 7-ines, cartoons and leafier* fear cmr pro¬ 
paganda, which was destined to be immediate, 
funny am! cover a broad range of topics. The combi¬ 
nation or visual atflions and written propaganda was 
very impoitam—we didnT warn tojuil be an enter- 
mi rung spectacle. 

Ex cued by n bizarre range of idea s, we planned to 
do something every day in die week building up 10 
June I Hih. We hoped that by pre-empting (he day 
itself and the inevitable media kick lash that would 
follow, we could help get the real message of June 
IHth acioift, und complement the office occupations. 
block;ides and disruption which would take pi Lice on 
the day. We time-tabled bar*, the tube and the street 
m venues on different days for our theatre experi¬ 
ments loud conversation* ahoui selling fresh ain 
breaking into games of tag (complete with briefcas¬ 
es K 4 follow nay leader', and going heserk with loy 
mobile phones. 

We pushed ourselves hud and ii was: emotionally 
exhausting. Every 1 day we dressed up in suits, pre¬ 
tended to be something we weren't, entered an alien, 
hostile environment and then did things dial drew 
attention to ourselves-—white simultaneously trying 
to block off fhai little voice in our heads which 
screamed "Shit! People are U Hiking ai me! Anaarghl’ 1 
We learnt loads of about what didn't and 

did work (especially in enclosed environment* like 


of wailing. She spotter gave the si gnat and we piled 
up lhe steps, only to face she advancing law. Some 
people did a runner immediately, while others rushed 
(o try to complete their tasks, Twu cars were D- 
locked together and had their eyres slashed, while we 
nearly managed to chain up !hc other side of the 
bridge, in spice of irate motorists, pigs and n bus dri¬ 
ver who sceined determined to kill iis. 

Lalcr on* the broken-down car was lumed side¬ 
ways ink? traffic and hud if* cyrc.H sd ashed by the 
magic bradawl faiiy, effectively causing a traffic jam 
further kick on the feeder road. Wonderful. 

Three people ended up in police cust<kly> which 
was bad, missing the Carnival, which wax worse, Bui 
all in all—wc did whut we sei ouc iu do. And tluil was 
very good, Wlien ii comes to empowerment* loin of 
the people on ihut action, indtiding myself, were 
inspired by their firm insic of group action planning 
and umilvcmcni und will keep on causing trouble 
und refusing to move on. shut up, bow down and 
knuckle under. 


More To Life Project 

"The ml? of the n-vt/iaiumary artist is to make mu- 
hitkm itrnr&isftii?h' r " 

the Mtirc To Life Project iMTI P) was one of sev- 
end small a I tinny groups which came together as a 
result of dlKUUtBdns aboul using surrea l theatre on 
June 18th, We were motivated not only by the issues 
around JtH itself but also frusi ration at the lack of 
politic* in art and iheaor Inspired by Situation ist 
t tellff from the put, wc bcgaii putiing theac bi/arrc 
ideas into action. 

Our message? That there is 
more tn liifc than comumgrisfll 
and the dcslruciivc rat-race 
wh ich capita li sui perpef u ate*. 

We wanted to shock city work¬ 
ers 'inti? critical thought' not by 
tncftifig dim MTLF could give 
them solutions (join this, boy¬ 
cott that. e!c.) but with surprisc T 
playing, poetry and laughler. 

We aimed !o prick the bubble of 
(heir be-suited reality and 
expose the death and misery 
caused by their actions. Work i* 
their prison, not their liberation. 

Preparaiion meetings focused 
on doing rather than miking. 

Emprov Nation. ga me-play i ng 
and generally acting mad kepi 
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tic sube) and- how 10 overcome our Pears. We leurm 
that Che risks and stress were not less than 'usual' 
political actions, but very different 1 

The big day itself saw iriumculately-drcsscd mem* 
bens of MTLP binding around the streets of ihe city 
in formation, briefcases on heads, umbrellas cure Lug, 
singing straight-faced {'money makes the world go 
around r and 'if you're happy and you know it. quit 
yer job*}* spouting poetry into mobile contraptions 
and stopping in the street suddenly to proclaim joy¬ 
ously that we"d 'made a killing! 1 We'd drafted in a 
few friends to bind out leaflets with us, having found 
it difficult co both keep In role and thrust leu dels into 
he mused and laughing faces. 

We're now making plans for (he next MTLF ven- 
cure arid writing up (in more dcmil than we can here) 
some of the ideas we would like to share with Gibers. 
In particular we're interested in pushing I he hound- 
dries of "usual' direct action and finding new and bet¬ 
ter ways to be challenging* disarming, amusing, con¬ 
fusing. engaging, disruptive, bizarre,-* 

For further information e-mail: more21ifct a, etig* 
land.com 

Northerners Doing It Down South! 

Manchester began organising for June ISih at the 
beginning of the year, when several people from the 
HF! network instigated a June iHchtir^anising group. 
The hist few meetings were relatively well attended 
by u diverse hunch of people. Fatly on, die decision 
wm taken mu to do an action in Manchester, bui to 
network, publicise and organise Crampon for the 
London event. 

However* from this point* the JIB group lost focus 
and all hul collapsed, Meetings became increasingly 
tortuous, numbers airending steadily dwindled, and 
in lhe end il was yet again a liny band lid of people 
from the HP! network who ended up doing mosi of 
the ME work. The attempt 10 broaden tlw JI8 group 
out beyond our usual networks La led in Manchester. 
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and il may be interesting to Jonk briefly at why this 
happened. 

One of the reasons (he meetings didn't really work 
Is that the group wio. operating in a vacuum. Wc had 
no idea what sort of event JlSi was going to be until 
only a few weeks be lore the day. Our only frame of 
reference was it street party, and we had had il 
drummed into us thill this was nos going to be a street 
party. We had no idea whai we were networking for. 
Even the morning actions were haizy, us we b-iuJ some 
vague idea we might need to co-ordinate with other 
groups arenand the country and tins didn't seem, to he 
happening- The group ulso suffered from hick of a 
clear re mil. Were we planning for a Manchester 
action on the rooming or were we just a networking 
group? t recall it being totally unclear la all of u* 
involved at lini* as to which would be the roost 
effective thing to do in terms of bringing together 
different Manchester networks both for this action 

and For future event* here. 

The group spcnl ages arguing about different action 
possibilities, mid also the different politics around 
the event. And this was the final downfall of our 
gnntp. The accepted wisdom on diversity ts that ii is 
a strength- Yet in a group trying IO plan around an 
unknown action, with an unknown random collec¬ 
tion of people,, with different politics and experience, 
diversity is a real bind. 

I felt particularly bumpered by the fact dm very 
few Manchester 'activists' (meaning those lull/near¬ 
ly full-time activists coming largely but loosely from 
the FF! network) got involved widi these meetings, 
or in fuel JIH generally. The original J18 gmup con¬ 
sisted of a liny handful of ns lot', a few old time 
anurchoH, 41 few random nutters, a few Undents, and 
due to Manchester's rich lefiie history—a fair few 
rcvoluitoTuiry and reformist left group^liidtviduBls. 
How do you hope to nehieve anything, when in 
response to "whut we think the aims of JIB arc", 
someone says that "of course, the main aim. is good 
media coverage t" And when someone else Sip ihut 
we should sicer clear of putting the word capita]ism 
cm a poster because lots of people who might wane to 
come to a street party think that capital ism is i\n okay 
thing? It became clear thal the J18 group could not 
attempt to organise a Manchester action* and that 
we r d have to leave that to autonomous groups. The 
J18 group would stick to organising transport to the 
afternoon event, producing publicity* organising 
trainings and briefings, and managing the money We 
could* of course, have gone out to talk to communi¬ 
ty groups, student groups, grassroots workers 
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groups, workers in si niggle, jniiiui righis groups 
[who. typically oI that scene in Mandnsler, didn't 
gel involved ai llIJ wdsh I he exception of scum- indi¬ 
viduals linked with EF!) Bui the IIS gmtip became 
nbotu 4 people, all 'activists' with tons of other stuff 
to do, and still- without a clue as to what the rest of 
the activist population of Manchester thought about 
11S. "ITiis saioc group were the only ones really push- 
iiig io gel the Manchester EF! network to do any¬ 
thing for the morning ai JIrt, so it was just not pos¬ 
sible to do everything. A group squalled the 
Hacienda as a networking weekend for JlH among 
other reasons, but she mini-riot resulting from this 
just gave ns more work in court support and very 
nearly got mnsl of the EF! group nicked, too, 
flic hrie Tings and public order I raining went well, 
and we produced a good little booklet from this, on 
tips un how in behave in a public order siiuuiion, to 
he given to everyone on eiut transport The conch wai 
more ihnn filled, and if people had gen round lo phon¬ 
ing so book the coach before 8pm on the 37th,. we 
could have fetched many more people down from 
Manchester. 

At the very lust minute. four different groups 
emerging largely from the EF! network did do 
ausonomous aclions jq the morning—involving 
blocking roads r bridges and tube tines, Oiber people 
from Manchester look part jn a Northern Anarchisi 
Network uclioci at the TUC, a fair few went on a 
Campaign Against The Aims Trade (CAAT) action, 
n group of students attempted to organise n morning 
JCtioiK some went on ihe Critical Mass, and others 
scaElencd among other diifcrerol sic lions. 

Most of these actions worked well, bits we iveurly 
screwed up our afternoon rale, due lo being unaware 
that we even had a crucial role. Either the secrecy 
was the problem or ihc Inst minute arrangements, 
because someone Irinn Manchester went to London 
only ihc previous weekend in order to work this cut, 
and wasn't told anything leally, By the time we man¬ 
aged lo find out we had a rale (midnight of die l?tb) 
il was way loo late m involve anyone other chan our 
small affinity group fora job which required most of 
Manchester activists. Even at the point e*F being in 
the station, only one of us knew an yelling at nil, hav¬ 
ing been sworn to secrecy. Thi.s clearly has the poten¬ 
tial for a large fuck-up, I lb ink we need so truss each 
nthm 1 a hit mare. 

And just a final liiito dig (because of course in gen¬ 
eral, 1 felt JlH wq_s inspiring), we must try harder to 
avoid London centrism. New of the publicity had 
s]wh’c lor local contacts, and one of ihc slickers actu¬ 



ally didn't even mention the action was in London, 
assuming everyone in ihc country would know 
which city Liverpool Street station was in- We tacked 
in ti^rm.ii ion front the beg inning, and nol enough was 
done soon enough to involve the regions (surely ihc 
colonies?] in J18-. In Manchester, we shouldn’t have 
bothered wilh a JSK group in my view —we couldn't 
elTcctiwIy nciwork and publicise it in advance 
because we locked m formation from London and 
enthusiasm from activists here, and all the real 
organising was done in the last two weeks as per 
UJiUfll 

Finally, the after-effects of J3S are still with m. 
Many of m heve felt ihe day was mspimlinnaL se^hic 
of us were disappointed we dtdnT achieve more, and 
sonic were disappointed thai JlH WasnT a much 
broader alliance than the street party crowd. 
However, a significant number of people, including 
some activists front Manchester, said they would 
never go on an action like JI H again, due to the 'vio¬ 
lence". Wc discussed this In E>ur 'Riotous Assembly" 
activists" network forum, and had an interesting and 
amicable discussion. 

Wc may be to!hawing the Slate’s agenda W he dis¬ 
cussing the violence as il dell cuts from ihe real 
i.ssue aud the real perpetrator* of violence in our 
society— but in Manchester, if we don't want to 
appear like some harduure exclusive clique who 
don't give a toss what some among us ihink of this:, 
discussion is esse nl ink Moreover, if reminds us that 
di vends y ean he not a problem, but a bonus. 
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in England, the 
most ambitious 
and largest 
June IBth action 
was the 

Carnival Against 
Capital held In 
London's finan¬ 
cial district. The 
meeting point 
was announced 
for 12 noon at 
Liverpool Street 
Station on the 
edge of the City, 
By 1pm, masks 
were being 
handed out, and 
then the various 
groups moved 
off In different 
directions... 


'The protests force* 
many offices to add 
fixtra security, sta¬ 
tioning guards in til 
street and advising 
employees to dress 
casually to avoid 
becoming a target' 
Financial Times, 

19: 20th June 139 

























"We met at 
Liverpool 
Street Station 
at 12 noon, 
and at first I 
thought Tuck 
there's not 
enough peo- 


Of the crowd there 
pers said around g, 
more like 15,000!"| 


Pie/ but then 
1 went out¬ 
side and was 
blown away 
with the 



Fur lire - T fc s 2 S^ , S 3 SSS 5 ? 

rrttmrt tD divide flu ft uwd into 1*mr dmerwit groups u> Be no ™ u t y i* 

,b * —--* ««* i, ";S m 

h * " d m m!ta ‘v™' 

innwing, who sou «. M a Ceram mcu m ■ ■ wMdliai pwt flt Csmal. 

(,» our , a tondaiR 'rasbmU* transaKsm.; all 


ne former employee said: 

used to work in the City 

id they were a bunch of capitalist 

ankers . 1 " 1 

The independent, 19th June 1999. 



















After a 9 ° od wl *J| 1 ® he 
walking through^ 

City, the tour d,tter 

cut groups con 
verged on tlppe 

Thames Street, in 
front of the London 
international 

2£S 

exchange lUFFEl 

building- 1 ** 

soundsgstems 
nulled up, a P« n * 

band *«***,,< fi re hydra" 

thn f at fh sprayed 

53s Z£* ,n, ° u,^ 

£*»** 5 £ w,h * 


^eer jfi fr ***erf fl ^ ^tv 

j,* *** fltaj tfejteji 5? c *s jg 


5i'«J!S£?"55y 

"I looked around worried 


storeys 

high and 

die party 

started..* 


*** »«u 2 ****lr ***m arnes 

c/ * s ~/u» tf *^su» **fo* *»• 


"ft fc. w *«tot//^ es *na- S ^ 


*#» 


»«n* m'" 1 * « 

«Mt <n Sfl l“ eere ‘' 

•wfeSy**- 

! ft<! WB in tfte”° r 


f ee /i/ m _T 


about the amount of CCTV 
on the buildings, but slow¬ 
ly had this realisation, that 
most had bln liners put 
over them by some fuck¬ 


ing brave 
climbers," 


> « 


%««■ 






..organised In cells, the ecu- 
warriors without a chief have 
redefined anarchy,' 

The observer, 20th June 1939. 


John grins behind 
Halloween mask a 
reaches Into his di 
spattered rue lisa 
Ha pulls out...a...Jai 
et The front ha: 
City of London Pol 
insignia, the ba 
and I fro nt are| c< 
ered In scor 
marks, 1 got this i 
a copper," he sa 
"My mate set fire 

hln 

- The Observ 
20th June 19S 











ran into 
^»h« LIFFE 
' ^A^jbuilding, 

MICE jj^^Msmashed a 
HCE ctyTjfewmir- 

in the 

H^nBfoyer and 
Hk them looked round 

Si to see this 

mashed up figure 
light a distress 
V'tor - flare and hurl it 

up the escala- 
^ ^ tors towards 
the offices. Fuck, I 


ie loony E saw had } 
Ned a fireman's hel- 
t and then proceeded 
strap It on tightly and 
i his head as a batter- 
ram to smash 
ank's plate ^o S[ 

ss win ^Hot, 

«»' *** c * 

z coV 5 . ******* 

i+f* 


* ***£{q UiC wiiiwMp r uvjfi, m 

thought, this is really full 

»5SR>* on " 

irf ‘^op e ,J th e "I was nicked on one of the actions in 


the morning so was in a police station as 
it was kicking off all afternoon. One cop 
came in drenched from head to toe in white 
paint. I reall y had to control myself to stop 
laughing-it 
like 

he'd boon iitoj&'/i 
L shat on by 3tf jflpp j 

f, a huge ^ i ... -ya p 


tkers, 1 
[ers U 
stock* 1 
<ers are 1 
real 
king 

:s‘ - edito 
in The 


-7~ \ f Booze-fV?,.V '?i ^-OdL«Fs;■*, 

l^^^hielled hard- w ,4 

core anarchists turn anti-capitalist protest 
into orgy of violence' - The Daily Star, 19th June 1999 


e most depressing thing about the whole day was the minority of troublemak- 
s chat tried to pull other peoples masks or disguises off. I've had this happen 
fore and tried to discuss the danger that doing this puts people in* It's always 
ilntless, and rue come to the conclusion that if 1 see anyone do it again 1 will 
punch them fucking hard in the face first and discuss It later Cunts." 
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'At one point, 
city money 
men taunted 
protesters 
who had 
chained them¬ 
selves to 

buddings by showering them with cham¬ 
pagne and photocopied! ESQ notes from first 
floor windows to Incite the demonstrators/ 
- The Daily Star, 19th June 1999 

'"We're play¬ 
ing catch-up 
now/' admit¬ 
ted one 
senior City 
of London 
Police offi¬ 
cer yester¬ 
day. "We do not know who Is behind 
this. But they got what they were look¬ 
ing for. Our resources were over¬ 
stretched. Tactical decisions 
were made as we 
went along. 

We were taken 
e<f by surprise.'" - 
The Observer, 
20 th June 1999. 
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Arrests So Far 

And An Appeal For Witnesses 

On June t8lh I here were around !5 
■itesls- ii remarkably low number. Since 
UK 1 day ihc police have launched an open) 
■ion to attempt io track down mom of those 
involved. As of mill August 1999 there 
have been around 43 further arrests, with 
one person held on mu and, For more 
details of this and how you can support 
I hose people contact Reclaim The Streets in 
London (see page .14! for their contact 
details.) 

Did you witness an arrest or injury at the 
JIB events in London? 

Jf so (or if yon were one of those arrested or 
injured) please send details of die incident 
(time, location and descript ion/nnmes of the 
people involved) together with your name, 
address and a contact (deplume number to: 
Legal Defence and Monitoring Group, cfo 
UM Haven, London, WCIN 3XX. UK. In 
(lie event of further arrests rente tuber to 
give only a name, address arid date of birth 
and then no Coin me i it 10 everything else. 
Nobody Talks—Everybody Walks! 

























The Great Liberty Riot 



On u Friday in June, a large protect in London wiib a 
pe-a^eibl I'iiniLV-ik-squc :umosphere turned into a riot. 
Hit: City was attacked and property di^tnojcd but the 
dispossessed look their revenge uei the hub of global 
finance contained in the square mile around the Batik 
of England. The politician* and ihu media blamed 
‘mindless drunkenness' ami called the rioters k ani¬ 
mals' and ^savages'. This happened in l7UtX 

/ Sc Daily T-t'it'tfrafxh of 19c3i I Line J WQ reported 
i\m on June l8ih, “itie City was confronted with the 
wmM trouble in the Square VUle since the Gordon 
Riots &r ] 7fiO/ F That summer n mqb of several tluiu- 
iand, led by African-Americans, broke open the pris¬ 
ons el London, an Licked the Hunk of England and 
threatened the House ■>( Coitimtuu. Bucking hum 
Fabiee. the police Station m Bow Strcel and the 
Arsenal at Woolwich Were ull n Hacked. The j un¬ 
completed Newgate prison, the country’s principal 
jail, wait stAmcd and burned fscc picture).. There 
*st 300 prisoners inside, some awaiting execution. 
Ttie prisoners were all taken to neighbourfiotxi 
hlacksmilhs to have their chains struck off. 
Triumphant rebels danced and pusiured. defying the 
flames - -they raided the Keeper’s wine cellars and 
passed around ihe drink from hand 10 hand. 

In a week of rioting and looting, I he rebels system¬ 
atically destroyed all the prisons in London, one by 
one. The Old Bailey was irt ruins, nit the records hav- 
ng been burned and London wa* lit up at night with 
the glow Sit hu burning prison* and bonfire* in the 
streets. Many nt the casual! ie* suffered by the rioters 
were due lo a raid on a huge gin distillery in Hoi bom 


at which many rebels literally drank themselves to 
death <| sounds. familiar! I. In total over 2000 prisoners 
were freed, the vast majority of them debtors, con¬ 
demned to be chained up in u pestilential hotc until 
they could pay off their debt. After the prisons, the 
rioters' next target was the Bank of England. The 
assault on tlie Bank was led by a man on a cart horse 
brandishing the broken chains and fetiera of the lib¬ 
erated from Newgate- -even the horse was decorated 
with chains from Newgate. 

The Gordon Riots struck ■■ blow fur freedom 
umtind the world. In 17S0 the British state was 
involved m righting a desperate war against the rev¬ 
olutionary American colonisis. The riot* were an 
extremely effective net of practical snhdurity with 
the rebels. The fu I lowing Autumn the Iasi British 
army surrendered lo the Americans. The rioicrs real¬ 
ly did hold the balance of history in their hands. 

The poet William Bluke, aged 23* was in "ihc front 
rank“ of the crowd that destroyed Newgale on June 
bih L 7fcW>_ "In America Blake describes the spirit of 
rebellion as crossing die Atlantic to Greai Britain and 
inspiring, particularly in London and Bristol, open 
demonstrations against the war, which temporarily 
derange I the guard ions of die Slams quo and has- 
teiied die cotniag of peace. Amid "lircs of hell’ and 
"burning winds driven by flames" of revolution, 

"The millions sent up a howl of anguish and 
threw-- off their hammer'd mail. 

And east their sword* A spears to eortfu & 
si li(H i a noted multitude. 8+1 

I.nug live Kins- Mnb! 




Do or Dlt WotcM from the ecological resistance Na„ 8 


23 
















THt weflMetis 

AMC-i tbbEE'S SHiiT' 
L_<lAt>S OF PEOPLE ■ 
rLLSTOf* B&L * 
l comical! y 


MVi- MW AT U 


r 0K K?. TVmf te, 

T^lXlkt, A&OLtf 

THAT DAM t 3 

L AGAIN// r 


V s " 


TtiMF 1flTW v W^g^ftVmlUCPe-SCftifieLEDoM WALLS. f^FbSTfD,StlCKF*ED,TALkf[>AfrSj 
^ ^OTSlCKOFWEAHl 


Ah> ail that enour 

Put into it / 


IMS ABOUT IT IK AP£lL 

5T 


WHAT IF IT 
ONLSJ 200 PEOPLE AN® 
K?O0 COR?$HCJ¥et>UP? 





THE D»fFeP«^COlOUEEDCAftvHVPLMASE3W£tE RANfl6£ 

OUT. AH,th€&E WQM'XWST^T^MS'OfilHeH 
THAT CLEteP THING OF SPLITTING UP 
IKT3 CoLc?U£0> 
to Move off IK D 


(HOW COOL! THAT 
RerTjMDED ME OF 
KofSEAN WO- 
f^e£ WITH THEIR 
colons CODED 

CPASH helhetSJ 



AND THEM VJE WALKED FOft. RJCXiN *G&S MiO HO ONE 

Kw£w wnei£ wc we£e golhG and weseehgjtd raw- 

poHLH UP IN A TUBE .317010*1. 



THEKe'S THt5 tetuftjSrMS FHEWOiTlEHOKi On (fcW/WG ACTONS,THAT THE MAJOfclTLf HASn iiT 
GW A GLUE DJHECETh€ 4 ^ heading Ofte»€K iCtMlMGSACefcoiKC; to PiANoe NOT.fWepe's 
SCMiEOnE SHOUTING "THAT WAM !" WITHOUT ©CPiANATLON MJD HCU>0 N’T CMoLuiF THiaiT'S 

Bollocks oMf THBy'Rf a^'oUgamiM' oCwhat. it's all m40 VW$ Eeasgus. i kKotO r 

fi-UT Tf 6 C0MfM$tNG AtJf AfiOfieAiE ftjLuiw S&MC ANONYMOUS 1&VD£££ {JW£ 

SHCEf. I WrfT tKflW.BuT l&TH^£ ft BCTTCg w*l( m flt^SAWlSE MASS AG^GN^ AFTEft 


ALL, TH£ SUCCESS IS hAOSTd-H DOWN TO SfOMfAWeOOS 66040? ££ACTTONS - AMD CM&Ur 
CMTD IV\AST®.AiANS can PoC* Of> £ be QUITE DI$etVtP0lJLl££lN6, BUT 1 HMW f 
Rg*LLH AN4 BRIGHT tlieAS A&OUT THIS, SO I'LL SlUf U)Hf WG&MG »r ■ 






































































































IHEW W£ JUST LEFT TH 6 
SthTlDW MPA IN. 

Ui CJ^THCO>fJvJei3£ BE¬ 
ING 

SEAS US AS Wf QArff OUT. 


VJG PLLCONVeftaeP OSl (Jpf£p THAMES 

-h f Ov x smeErr, 

tfiSM 

'I k U^- .^=3 *=* 


VJkAi 


REED SJB«r 


OPENED ^ 
FlfcE 

Hi* D£AmT 


H Ey.TH^Et's SceED^r 
MO ONgS pvew ShoUT- 
PM& AT JTh UjHEjU WE 
COULD BE TlCftSHiN^ 
IT! NtW 0 Ot\M$ ! J 




y |B>hGlNG SOUnJpSHSTEK 


ACTUALLY OHEdnVE OTH-l 
'&JUHje,S£ouP5* ffcASHC 
fl OM ftouTF 


-the stormimg 

gjUiiLDiMQ _ 


VEfcH PH6 DICTaBlH,WE WENT To 
mf Off LICENCE- AMD CAME 

ACftOSS ABimCH & C1,l f Wo^lCE£S 

(y/ANKERStj 7^—-~^Ve I 

> TlflflHfl£R rfiHiMi; fowp?E i 

feBGS^yPIP,£i^ hard ?■ J 


T SPENT TH£ WHOLE \- 

dah with w afmnitw \ 

G(?OUP'A eUMCH Of MATTS' 

AnD WE'D OEC1DEOTO ^ 
5TM:t;T0QCTHeC,,(T 
WPPXEP SUfcFfcJ &Nff IH UELL' 


WKej^'S a huge up fop 

IT CfiOWP WHCN MCUN 6 ED 
‘ -LtWE?/”— 'vr " 


WC T£LT S*F£ COS W<r 
HAO TALKED BCRttF- 
HAMD How WE‘D Look, 
a FTEfc & DE Af eesr EA^ 
. OTWCf?, AMD1T14AS J 






pyrjjxl 


t ■„ - r 

‘TR 








SWSLf 

GF-r^T, ■< J 11 

yfri *\ >■ J (rfC 


4 1 






T luJAMTTO 
KILL ALL 
OPTHEH 


ree not 6fcTriMC,Tv*etR 
ACT TOGETHER AMD NOT 
CveM WlCKlMt? reoPLE.TWE 
FGuSf EATeD GtfS StAFJTEP 
CWA^ilNG AND SAWDOHl-V 
BAlfE&P'IQ THE cftJWD Id Afs/ 


* ^pr TorjFAg me Afefr* , I 





4 ^^& eoepee 

/*fcVjDg 


s Aw£> STOMeS DON'T 

Seem to bieak riot corj' 
Bones- Just hold them- 
BACK A Bit, WHICH IS USE' 
fUL h TOO- BUT WHCMSOME¬ 
ONE SET Qfc THAT fokibEfc Fite 
eCRNSUiSH€R| If aCTUAUH 
DiSPERjSeO THEMf- Sorf^- 
Ti-um^ i’ue haGDU! evffc tuD 
THE %CPf OF SEEING ! 
























































































CALM Down 
calm dowm 


THE ffTHQSPH«5£ (MTHECEpWD wasn't owe Of InTiM IDATIOM- VT FELT POWERFUL Ar 
HAPP4 (IN HU OflMlOJM^ / fv , 

«jo &*h 

Aivx. sevr 




WHAT EJCfTBlEWC’ ^ 

STILL ALMOST W^T 
? H4S&LF TWrNKtMG 

S a Sour it/ y" 


£* verq copyenieii+ Puitdift3 
supplies "hoick: w&S vaikcd 
'in the ivu ddicof things. 



THEi^/AREVbu gycn 
"ACO WARD? WHY 
ARE YOU MIDlMGr 


FACE-? 
TAKE IT 
OFF/* 


twesetrou bomarees iukn up 

AT gVEehf &IG RTS OR DEHO , AKE 
DISRUPT THEM, TH'EH HAVE REA- 
UTH PRoBUHS,AnO H°U CAN'T 
DISCUSS THE H-ATTCR WITH THEM 
- ThEH'FE TDTAILU UNF^ASONA&LF 
i’VE LfARNT JUST MOT TO BOTHfR * 

Sometimes soM£ou£ will wW- 

400* FE HACKED UP,H0U &WM4 
THATHOU DOM’T WAMTTO BE 0€A)- 
TIR ED ON> TME MILES Of fOQTAQe 
THE POUCE IWLUaeMCC DlILLCAaeif HOME ,ANJD 
t U&A SAH TAIR ENOUGH “ BUT THOSE WHO SHOUTS 

even TGM to ummASc MOU - J have NO TIME AT ALL 
tog. them. TtteH'RE 3U$r UNOFFICIAL KaPCRS OF THE 
COPS. MU GNU* AHS^et? is * Fuac OFF, THEN " AMD 
PUNCHING THEH ip THEV TIL4 TO FULL ofF ^Oufi MAS*< 
IS A LEGITIMATE FOifiM OF SELF' DEFENCE > AS WELL* 


Aw'A ^ Av 


— f —F" 


This IS A 
PEACE FU U 
■ftOTESn 





I CAM'T eVEH 
StC iMttuft 

, AROUW& * 


TVUSISFUCWW 

APWlNG! 


r MoveO Off With a laagc Gfloop &owm 
ALOwG THE P4VER-- - 


i . J . . LH 

wwm= 

posh n 

w^E/bj 


A YUPPIE BAR GOT 
SHADED, TKASueD, 
LOOTED ANO A fcAR- 

Pcaoe w*s eee:Tef. 

wru res PijbiOitub.6 



EvGCHTHifsiff WAS 
SiWrffiGfNG, FROM 
POSH £^ST>oujN>TD 


l $w^R„E'«y SiHSLE 
0N£ WAS TAtf£|sl OUT, 
fuCti KAiOUJS WrtU II 







































































o*h ocA£.,iue£e woslc sdha^h causing thousands Of 

y. j \ / POUNDS WOfcTKOF CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

'' / / ~ A ~~ WITHOUT HASk5ofteUfil0^lJ«.TS17) 

'" // v CoVg^L TWE1R DISTINCTIVE TATTOOS/ 

[/ AND THEM *XBE$Q MaNM FUtfciN 

&& A, CAttEEAS aCoumo/ whv ? TAfcjwG Pic- 

V /// UtJE£S UPlNCftlMlNATlNG 


£H»0£ PEOPLE IT'S A lot HO*JE UWEUJ 
TRAN MOO TWIJSJK, THAT THt RoUC^^^T 

TV|gTR HANDS on a OdPM Q< H00«. Pic- 
1 \iA&S*WHO NOTSKoUDAy .SNAPSHOTS 
AwLfNAy WHEVilT WAS SUCH A &&L, U<Vk 
H)BaeifA&L£©tfe&eace? leave wouft 
CAHEfiA ATMOM^p ApJO POINT THIS 

out to feopue mou see taking in- 
criminating picruftfs 


COULOfOUTU^N 

THl 3 WAMA BIT? 


THAT SU-JhT Ffion THE 


"BRIDGE F£LT Soooo 

^3P&- J 


then we cAmf past the fp.££I1a3*j!s 

IOOGCj WW=<?g THEM w£ft£ having 

ARjCKInG OIMN&R partM f 

tfl U ^i^UutttUuu 


To TliAFAljGAj£\ 
SWUAfte? MAW. 1 
^ J TM INK I 
\ CAN'T HOVE 
feH, \ WMnofif, 
py£=k eveR.y 


ChCekh s 

AC.GOGANT 

, fcASTAlEoS 


THAT'S A“ 
,‘GH PENCE 


/IKiEr*-- ,USAn 4 F*iEwi>S.y&S, THE media HAS an in- "WN - 

/ FlVEfsitE ON WhAT PCOpLC tVllNl( (LDouftrTMfltE 1r .. .... ■ ■, 
fiaftsfflSW *ft€ IKftNH WHO 0EU&VE CVECM WOftP,THOUGH) f] I 

SuTFACEin we WONT BE A6ue ToCONVEH ,' I i I 

'^W^yyWVUT WE THINK , 0 * 1 H IF WIDE SCOPE OF OUR ' II \ il 4 

3 / = *■ /STRUGGLES THROUGH THEM, WWo PlAH <m.rUt, vitalHMI ILII HR TV II 11 H \\ \\ 
9tO\£ IN IWAlNTAtNlNG THg STATUS QUO, UJ£ CAN'T START AVOIDING ComERONTAUCAji 
SufiP*fiS&WGOU|L "DCS HU? 5 IfA OB-DER-TO ACCOMODATE THEM t woApi/jnG AS out *WHAf 
THE PuSUC WILL IWINK ". X HAP AN EXCELLENT DAM AMD FELT RCALUf STRING * ThATS 
WHAT COUNTS FOR. My S&F- AND LIU 11 OK |TA FftRjMOfiE rNfLuENmAL, ROuJ U>C fvre£* 
ACT WltH OTHERS PACE lb fAt£ OR IN OUfc COMMUNITIES , THAN wJHAT THEM Stt OJsl 

Teum. 

THE POLICE HAD NOT &0£N PRjtPARI2D Fbft UiUAT HAD HAPPCNEp, M&Pi IAJF HADBEflv/ 
OAtwM LuCKH ‘rnen’RE aurrg; KEEfJ or4 GETTiMG'THoSfc wto <?R£AniSEDtHe RicmNG" 
mt> WILL 6i Conducting A HUGE lNi^JuCewce GAEMtIONAwd <5dimgthCe>UGH TMB (? 
SiAveiUAN6tRJ?TIA6F. X CAN'T LFCAUL -SetiNG EWO&JCE &*n«(NG TFAHiSiSO J 
TW<6 IT THftjf \jje&£ USING PLAIN OoTHES PHOTDG^AFhER 5 fAwoTMgj£ R€A50N t X> COI^- 
RONTfltOSE Wl£liM&trtGftW\lfWniAMr piCiv^). r bo Hope P&P^AReCAReAjLajoiO'- - 
H0C1 Grr AHAtlNG p,lOl3 UKe THIS onL^ OMCE. £^£Rif Pew MFARS , Ju«e CAN'T 
Be C£fl£ATeD IN THEiAHE INTWC FCnL?(2.E, TKP fbUCe LfiWFRoH FAlLUfiGS 

^sJIXwOUIlD" 1 ^ VeRR R4£D TP CONTAIN IT. EUTWHArui^ CAN Do IS CAR£±< INSPlEATlOtA 
INT6 RjRTHep.OOa6cnve ACTION - WE SHOUUJ STR£NG1 »*eN THE SOL/DAtm* BORNl 
our optvtE shaded ex^Aie>JCE> e*g. Sm supporttnq those who get done: fop 


Jl$, w& COULP ALSO work ON STHJwGTM^fViNG TUB NETWORKS FORaaED, COW- 
TMJVE WORKING ArJt) OAGAMlSlNC IN THE LOCAL G&O0P5 THAT &aT IWUOLUffi T AT 
LEAST fHAT'S WHAT EifiCTES flAf fM THf bFTEEmaTM Of A GeeAT GL>T.-- 
























































































The Intercontinental Caravan—A Critical Analysis 


May/June 1999, several hundred activists from Jncb'g and alt over the developing world w?ff 
comp tv Europe to participate in actions asainst many of the planet's most important centres 
of power,„we ati share common foes-economic ^tobathationy free trade and corporate rute- 
and that the only way we can defeat those foes is by unified action, H - from ICC publicity 


Work for the Intercontinental Caravan (ICC l sturtcd 
seven monlhs in advance, "Welcoming Commutee" 
groups were set up in every Ciiy the CaraVnn was co 
visit. linked by an e-maiE list, a ccHfflllftation office 
tn Holland, and regular meetings of delegates from 
all over Europe coming together for two or three 
d :\yh to hammer out (her issues, h was an heroic effort 
which uguinht all the odds paid off, and several hun¬ 
dred people Ironi the global Smiili did conic to 
Europe, networked and participated in ncitoros. 

However this success goes only a small; way so 
masking the pit Bulls of the project. Early an. serious 
logistical, political and inter-personal problems 
emerged. The sheer magnitude of getting 500 or 
more activists from die global South into Europe whs 
revealed in January when jest three participants 
failed io get visas to visit I he UK. II is stunning that 
ihc 3H participants who came to [he UK gm in af all, 
and over SO applicants had their visas refused. 

The visa process raised sc nous quest Loni about the 
ICC\ aspirations to be li "confrontational grassrmtis 
action' Large-scale brown-noting of politician* and 
Mon Govern mental Organism Loros i'NGO.s) was need¬ 
ed to get lhe applications dmsugh. Apurt from being 
utterly oditHJS. this affected Lhe political nature of the 
projcrel. In (he UK, questions were raised as to 
whether direct suction was an opEion, as the Houle 
DBIicc wished to see the tour's itinerary, ;ind in 
Belgium, NCiOs pluecd Conditions tin what (he ICC’ 
could do. in exchange fer desperately needled fund¬ 
ing. 

AltPCh the |icopk L who were uitrauted to a pmjee! 
dealing wiih "Third World’ issues and working 
through MPs and MGOs tended to favour an NGO- 
stylc approach, which resulted in a lot of inter-group 
tension, At the evaluation meeting in July 1999 
someone ccmmeiHod: "So many f^eople were regu¬ 
larly angry and frustrated with other people. Ilie 
anger is really demotivating,.. Leftist movements 
are often criticised, for iirgumg cski ranch, but in the 
ICC we should have argued more* and really con¬ 
fronted nur differences. 1 " 

Because of its scale and nature, the projccl con¬ 
sumed immense resource!!. In every country a few 
people were massively over-stretched. Most shared 


the desperate sensation "Ir 1 don't do it, who will?” 
Many groups lacked the busied such as adequate 
provtatom tor the viiiiors 4 food and accommodation, 

Yet the resource-, pumped into the Caravan were 
!HM*ive—£125,000 in airfares anti well over 
£5Qv0D0 in preparation costs. In one three*day meet¬ 
ing oi 5(1 co-ordinators m Europe (of which then 
were several), 150 person/days were spent, dis- 
cus^iig IngUtics and inicrfscrKiiual csmflicl*, Similar 
efforts, jiaid grergies must have gone into prepara¬ 
tions m India, Then there is the ecological coat (and 
dubious polities) of a project demand mg trans-conti¬ 
nental flights and extetisive travel. 

Even Lf it had gone entirely as hoped* you'd have to 
ask if this was the best way to engage in effective 
solidarity. However, the ICC project was never quite 
what it set olii to be, There was no mutual dialogue 
between European, Indian and other groups. There 
was Eio meaningful Common platform, and this led 10 
u uiasMve shock when people met, with unrealistic 
cxpcctat London both "side*". Many of the Indiun p..ir- 
tktpnitfs were even unaware of the contents of "their 
manifeslcT (Which wels wriirero by one European 
man on their be'lmlf? t 

One participant commented tbit organisers m 
Europe suffered from ihe ’"expectation thut visitors 
would be true peasant* wiih the pciliiicul sophistics 
Sion of university gradltxiMk 1 ' The reality was mid¬ 
dle-e hi small: farmers, some of whom were here 
looking for work, business opportunities or jus! a 
cheap package Enur n| Europe r apparently one couple 
were rm their Honey moult P) 

On She other hand visitors cumpktmed that they 
were treated like cattle". They had no input into the 
programme, as there was no dialogue between 
Europe jxid ihe Snulh before they arrived, Instead, an 
over tulk badly organised agenda was forced on 
them. It is a sad fact ihat on many actions the 
Caravan made an exotic picture outside whatever 
institution tliey had been uikeu to protest at, but local 
activists were conspicuous by their absence. 

And there are some considerably less funny 
accounts of whai took place mi ihe tour. One Indian 
man refused to take part in a demonstration in 
Cologne, as he was so outraged at eJic behaviour of 
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ihe European women —smoking and drinking! 'J'hc 


Indian participants were supposed lo he briefed on 
gender retoliofls in Europe. hur some apparently for¬ 
got or ignored that bnehng, Female coordinators on 
the busses reported an overall lack of respect, often 
degenerating into quire serious verbal fifld physical 
sesua] harassment. 

Part id pun is from l^atin America, Nepal and 
Bangladesh all reported being marginalised and 
harassed by the majority of lead clei Liclegaiions on 
iheir huscs P 

We witnessed m unci lung of ibis in the UK when 
sirgumcnls broke oul about which Indian Slates 
would be speaking at a conference, and whether the 
NepUlis should h c allow i\\ Lo \\>L\ik .U all. This lalcr 
escalated into threats (apparently quilc real) of phys¬ 
ical Violence arid ra|>c directed ;il die N epulis. Nora- 
Indians were chafed from ilicu assigned buses oil 
several occasions. 

One bus coordinator reported:; M Gn the very first 
day, an. [mli.m guy got up and Maned lalkmg ahum 
how wonderful Hitler was.^bow the swastika sym¬ 
bolises ;i maize mill which fund ions by getting nd of 
the bod pans of the maize and keeping the food 
parts,,,Hitler “defended the German nation state 
when It was m crisis, by getting nd of the problem 
element*, and now India ho* to do the 
same"il!FL. u How he came into the caravan again 
raises many questions. „t cannot May in a project that 
is not strong enough to kick out a nazi.., Wc kept him 
m die hus over a week through indecision und 
default,..! am starry we have been providing him 
with free IihhJ and aceomnusdaiLOit for Ml days, and 
am sorry Quit wc had such difficulty in chucking him 
off, and could not really reach a consensu^...” 

Depressing! y, must ut eIll- problems thui beset the 
Caravan while it was in Europe were identified 5 or 
6 months beforehand,, and were the subject of many 
lengthy (apparently ineffectual) discussions about 
"the process'*. A ’Blind Fatih\ "question nothing' 
acniLitle permeated those discussions, Critics w-ere 
referred lo as "harbingers of destruction 1 and 
■’deserters" 1 , In the end, some of the moM experienced 
activists in the project (the Dutch cooking collective 
Rjinpcnplan, and the transport collective 
Thcatrcstraal) pulled out altogether. 

Allegations from India that the participants in ihc 
ICC were al] 4 s«d company reps and bankers^ 
along with ihc need to apply early for vim led to 
repeated attempts to find out who was actually com¬ 
ing, These and other questions put to (he only contact 
point in India, n professor and leader of llie 


Karnataka State Farmers Union (the KKRS) 
remained largely unanswered, 

Frnm the beginning the ICC wan a central iSL organ¬ 
ised project offered to people on both continents on 
a "take it or leave it" basis. This w highlighted by 
attempts in February to alter the plans for the 
Caravan. Local groups were concerned chat the 
resources to make such a massive project possible 
simply weren't there: people were being mnnipuLnt- 
ed and over stretched, and there was a real danger 
that the Caravan would not happen al alt. 

Proposal* from the Dutch m reduce the scale of the 
project drew tins rind inching response from India; 
B, .,.A reduction or u postponement would result in 
the total toss of confidence in run oaily European 
activists Lind also us "leaders' here in India,..When 
once we take a decision, we execute it at all costs. 
This particular discipline of ours is wlial makes us 
lose confidence hi you. And r confidence, if it is dam¬ 
aged once, is difficult to rebuild again...If there is 
any change in the promised programme, we as “lead¬ 
ers" would not be able lo move them even an inch- in 
our future activities and the talk about such a change 
would go un for years and years,..In view 1 of this, 
there i$ no other alternative for those who took the 
earlier decision in Kaln, except to slick to it ...1 cun* 
not wriie anymore on tills, because I am myself los¬ 
ing confidence an all of I he European groups' func- 
i ion i ng, r .Try to he respon si Me re vol uti Linar* 
iesnUNIt!" 

Information is power. und faun early on ihuL power 
was centred around a few individuals. People "on the 
ground' simply did not gei the information cl icy 
needed but were expected to come up with ihc 
goods, Often this was because the lime and resources 
to get Information out to people were simply nut 
there. bui il was die because control of central 
aspects of the project—such us iruns-continental 
eommunicalion und visa application—W&s kept in 
the hands of a few central organisers. 

There w3ls. a cultural dimension to ihc increasingly 
acrimonious debate about hierarchy and centralisa¬ 
tion! In Europe, decent ru I isalion and ntm-hietwchi- 
caJ organisation ore an Important part of our pul meal 
consciousness, hue in A>ia great leaders are expected 
ami revered. However, the debate about the short¬ 
comings of the ICC should not hide behind this cul¬ 
tured difference- Networking ouj si niggle* interna¬ 
tionally Is exciting and potentially very powerful., 
However, the ICC showed how hard it is to make 
that networking meaningful, and ihui is something 
that cannot be ignored. 
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Global Day of Action 


On June T8th, events and direct action took place on every continent. Here's a round-up of the 
actions we’ve heard about, through the Earth First! Action Update, July 1999 + No doubt there 


were many others- Longer reports can 
http: / / www.jl8.org 

Australia 

Adelaide—The Wildcat Collective: "stuck coins, 
around in strategic places", including (he stock 
Ckehungc. Lind Everyone for a Nuclear-Free Future 
plus supporters did a banner walk new the main 
branch of Wcslpac —im Australian bank who have 
Inverted In the Jabtluka uranium mine, 

Perth "llierc was ;i Jubilee 2000 AYufcc Up Crawl' 
of consukites, a demo against Western Mining’s des¬ 
ecration in the Philippines and an action sigumst a 
local engineering company, Clough, that's helping a 
company called Pangea plan a major international 
nuclear waste dump in outback Western Australia. 
Mi'Jhmi rne H ighl ight of the day i n Melboti me was 
when Kim I tea *d y. the leader of the opposition, was 
pied for speaking al a meeting sponsored by Shell 
about APEC ami Global Trade, The majority of peo¬ 
ple (armed wiih three roadkiJled wombats] met up at 
(he stock exchange at noon, and went off to the local 
branch of Wesipae. Some people entered a depart- 
murit score and run amok, and (here were reports that 
a Nike score was pintbnmhcd juhI that ticket valida¬ 
tion machines an cIk iram system were damaged, 
Sydney—At least three major events look place, 
alongside other autonomous actions. The ajicl-hus)- 
ncHs lunch w-ns followed by ll 'scumbuf *s tour" of (he 
business district. Critical Mass look place Inter in lbe 
evening, 

Argentina 

A mulii-rdigiooi assembly against debt and global 
capitalism was staged in from of che Internal ioned 
MuncUy Fund (IMF) and Central Bank building in 
Buenos Aires, followed by a march through the 
meets of the financial district. J 18 was the first in n 
series of similar events to he held every (hint Friday. 

Bangladesh 

Friday is the weakly holiday in Bangladesh, so all 
(he offices of financial institutions in (he city of 
Dhaka were dosed on (has day. The Domestic 
Workers Associaiioti had decided to organise a 
demonstration in from of the World Bank's office for 
Bangladeshi Elm due to the holiday, u was moved to 
Purina FttJtarc in (he ecnlre of Dhaka* Several hlm- 


be found on the international website: 

dreds ol domestic workers demunsiraicd for two 
hours with slogans again*! the IMF, World Bank, 
capital ism, and local and internaEianal exploitation. 

Belarus 

Two groups organised a picket near the Mel >onild*« 
in the centic of Minsk, They handed ant pamphlets 
Lind handed toilet paper to people entering 
McDonald*. Any public meetings or demonstration^ 
are illegal in Belarus but nobody w;is arrested. Also, 
the “Nu Corporations"-open air festival wa.s staged 
without permission by she stale. 

Brazil 

In Dc-stcnti, die 12 metres high clock placed in the 
centre of the city, built by the media giant GLobo 
Network was stained with red paint symbolL h in^ the 
blood of indigenous people shed by lhe European 
conquerors. The clock, a copy of which is erected in 
the capital of every Brazilian state, in intended lo cel¬ 
ebrate the 500 years of “discovery' I rend invasions of 
the land. At the bottom at the clock "celebrating 
what?” was spray-painted. 

Canada 

Calgary- -30 local uclivisis converged on the IiclmI* 
quartern of Shell Canada* in solidurily with the peo¬ 
ples of the Niger Della. Slogans were chalked uround 
(he foyer of the building, fanners displayed and 
leatlcis distributed- Alter hull .m In-ui lhe protest 
moved onto the head office of Chevron Canada, con¬ 
veniently situated only Haifa block away. 

Oltowii—60 -1 BO people met in Confederation Park 
iind began a march with song*courtesy of the P.iging 
Grannies, a group of Seniors who use song and 
humour to highlight social and economic injustice. 
As they passed the Bank of Novft Scotia,"auditors' 
were sent into the building to conduct a moral audit 
of the institution. The parade then paid visits to the 
US and Mexican embassies, Lhe National Press 
budding, Monsanto, Anderson consultants, closed 
otT a Shell stattun and finally Confronted the head- 
quarter of anna manufacturer Raytheon. 

TbrontO—RTS Toronto concluded peacefully, with 
aver 2JMW> cyclist dancers, pedestrians and protest¬ 
ers participating, presided over by ll giant goddess. 
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Police presiijvcc was extremely heavy with riot 
police, horces* build-proof v«l wearing Emergency 
Task Force cops ami bike fuzz, but despite I he bum 
mg effigies in the streets (a television/VCR. 
Mercedes symbol, and a giant tssbole—!?!), there 
were no arrests. 

Vancouver—Abcml tOQ people Quarantined” the 
stock exchange and the headquarter* of the timber 
giant Macmillan H look 11 and Global Corporation. 

Czech Republic 

Numerous actions look place in conjunct tm with 
JIorganised by a coalition of hieal and national 
groups. The first street party outside Prague look 
place m Bi nu on May 22nd with more than K0<! peo¬ 
ple attending. The second Prague street party on June 
5th attracted a crowd ol more than 7,000 in|o die city 
centre. It was timed to coincide with the planned 
arrival of the Intercontinental Caravan, which wu 
rcfbsed entry lo the country. After plenty of cntcr- 
tainmeruf, a spirited march headed towards die his¬ 
toric centre of the city. The conveniently placed US 
embassy was attacked with bottles and .stones despite 
the presence of LOGO police with water cannons, 
horses and hdkoptors. A police station, several fast 
Ibod stores and one TV station Were attacked. 114 
arrests were made, On June Ik, a much smaller 
crowd of 350 gathered in central Prague to stir more 
trouble at bank branches and corporate headquarters. 
However, being outnumbered. by she police 3:1 and 
confronted with bud weather, everybody called it a 
day fairly early, Nevertheless, the massive police 
presence managed to hm ness the traffic m lire city all 
day. There were also actions around the whole of 
Czech, and activists in different cities run inlhfthopft 
Id inform Liboui Jls; arid act ions around the world. 

France 

A group of 50 took a ramble onroad 20 local bank 
brunches in Bordeaux. At each, they carried out u 
symbolic occupation. demanding chat the branch 
managers send faxes denouncing nco-liberal eco¬ 
nomic policies CO the French Finance Minister and 
other financial institutions. 

Germany 

Events in Cologne, where the GK ministers were 
mccling. proved somewhat less spectacular than 
expected. ITic 'laugh parade' planned for I he day 
was effectively stopped by thousands of police. 
Indians and other* from the Intercontinental Cura van 
for solidarity Lind resistance, arriving at Cologne 
after a month of action all around Europe were 
topped by the police before entering the subway lo 


www.j 18 .org 

In the days and weeks following June 18th the cor¬ 
porate media in the UK focused heavily on the use 
off be intcmeE and e-mail iQ co-ordinating the glob¬ 
al day of action. Although rnostol what they wrote 
was tun*urprriingty* fiction. the J1K web Hite— 
with a rumoured quarter of a million hits by the 
time the event took place—clearly played a rote in 
the dissemination of information. 

Hie web she is still being continually updated. 
For people who look pm in the event, and those 
inspired by what I hey have heard, (be web site priv 
vides a huge amount of information, Tire web site 
provides puinu of contact tor many of ihc 100 
groups who iiHik part m the day, as well as repeats 
from actions in 27 different countries images from 
tire Cor nival against Capital, an bout-by-hour 
repor! of the events in London and. n truly inspiring 
personal account of die riots which swept across 
the City. The original proposals and newsletters for 
the day ol action can also be found. Alongside this 
are sample press releases and lire opportunity to 
view* the J IS L irailer' that wa$ produced in the UK, 

Aside from JE8 specific information, there arc 
links providing informiitiori and primary points of 
contact for anarchist distribution services, a global 
calendar of protests, a propaganda image col lec tion 
^ind srelivist groups working cm EeM, video and 
audio media projects. A section of the web site is 
also dedicated to providing useful services to radi¬ 
cal groups around litre world. This includes links Lo 
orgMlsfllkms providing free internet access, c- 
mutl, web space, mailing lists and fax services. 

Whilst there are u number of criticisms which cun 
he levied HE I he use of I he web, in terms of exclu¬ 
sivity,. the trend towards professionalism and our 
i lie reused dependency Upon ludirmkigy. Lite ml'or- 
niulion provided within these pages is almost guar¬ 
anteed io provide any visitor with inspirational sin- 
rics and images, alongside an enormous range of 
global contacts and a package of resources which 
hold the ptnenti.il to increase both the impact and 
effectiveness of our actions. 

To send Contributions lo the Web [reports of 
actions on JI8, corrections of contact details or 
additions to the resources list) e-mail: 
j 18w tb@hmrniiil.coni 

If the JIK web site fails, or is shut down, mirror 
site? can Ire found at: bltp^/i.aiii/EransoaikHial and 
hupJ/rrrc*sages to/lhc_peoplc 
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the city centre, where many were beaten up and 30 
arrested, 500 European participants on ihe way to the 
parade were simi Early surnnnided. 

The follmvin^ day s big march (nol she separate 
Jubilee 2(>fln event] through the city attracted about 
10*000 people including u large Kurdish contingent. 
Other successful actions included the in vasion qf a 
police vehicle compound where Severn I vehicles 
were damaged, damage to the doors of banks and 
investment houses, and a demonsOitEkin by Iranian 
women outside the cathedral while the world, leaders 
were having a service said in their honour. 

Greece 

2-MX I people blocked the truffle m the most central 
part od At lie ns wiih banners and a sou udsy.stem. 
People burned pallets and cardboard boxes and set 
up barricades. The riot police came in trying to push 
everyone off the street, which people resisted with 
bag heavy metal bars and, by a In owing finals and 
bricks. A curo-dcction kiosk was smashed up, and 
when police saw that the crowd was not going to dis¬ 
perse peacefully, they used icargas. People scattered 
and there was some fighting with police in the sur¬ 
rounding area. The only arrestee was scum released. 

Italy 

Bologna—The most important action organised by 
Anareocielisti in Elaty thr JIB was a wulk-abuut 
through the city of Bologna, A multitude of 
autonomous zones were created in the centre of the 
town tor ibe night, blocking the traffic and involving 
passers by in their pcrlbminnces. 

Similar actions happened in Milano, Korun, Siena h 
Firenze and Anemia, but unforttmafely we have no 
further details. 

Israel 

The 'Goodbye to the MaH-Street party was held on 
(be streets of Tel-Aviv's financial district, 

Malta 

The Movinicnl Graffiiti staged a mck concert under 
the banner ‘‘Malta not for sale/" 

Mexico 

People went to the World Bank where they met at] 
different kinds of police, A play was performed and 
banners reading "World Bank=Crimina! Mafia" and 
‘For res.il change, rise up and resist: The struggle con¬ 
tinues!' were unfurled. People then visited At slock 
exchange, where (hey again found lots of cops. 
Thousand! of leaflets were distributed in- and otn- 
side banks before a march and more street theatre. 


Nepal 

Unfortunately there was no physical Action or ppoteM 
regarding J1E in Nepal. However, we composed li 
memorandum and gave it to the Nepal representa¬ 
tives of ahe Asian Development Bank, IMF, anti (he 
World Bank. 

Netherlands 

Around 5tl activists gathered in from of (he 
Amsterdam ^n>ek exchange A h by S metre banner 
ww hung between (W'u lampposts co transform the 
pseudo-classical &i>n( of (he building, leaving a gate 
for the moneymakers. Al one singe the protestors 
moved iowards the from door of the stock exchange 
{whkh miraculously closed very rapidly!) and offi¬ 
cially dosed die building with a colourful ribbon and 
cheap eider. Once closed, 10 Statements For The 
Reform Of The Finoiieiiil-Ecoiioitifc System were 
presented and virtually hammered onto ihe from 
dtsor, in the style of Luther in 3 3 lift. 

Nigeria 

Thousands n|‘ people lnun dll walks ol lire gathered 
at i lie Purl Hareoun iFiiemuiiutial Airport to wait for 
tile return to Nigeria of Dr- Owens Wiwu. younger 
brother Ken Sam-Wiwu. Owens was forced into 
exile in North America four years ago. 

The crowd then moved in a convoy (o Agip 
Junction in Port Hurcourt wliere a street mimed after 
ex-dictator Abacba was uuutTic tally re-named after 
Ken Saru-Wjwa, with the old signpost pulled out. 
The crow’d also stormed Agip offices where (wo 
mock calling where dcpoMled m ils from in pmiesi 
against the human rights atrocities of (he Italian com- 
pany, Agip has been responsible for die murder of 
eight people in the Ijnw region in April. Tile dciiwrt- 
m rutors also bltiekadcd the gules leading to the 
offices of She ll in Fort Hureoun for about two hours. 
Solidarity me usages were presented by represenEa' 
(ives of virtualJy all the ethnic nationalities in Niger 
Dell li paving the way for further joint iictiotn The 
dancing and singing in (he streets brought Nigeria's 
petroleum capital to a stands nil. 

Pakistan 

A June 18th March against nukes ami Pakistan's 
nuclear tests in Gujerai ended widi several organisers 
arrested, tortured and remanded ;in prison possibly 
facing the <leath penalty. 

The procession broke through the police cordon (o 
tour parts of rhe city- Uniori leaders who had gone 
into hiding four days before were present* masked 
up, despite the authorities. being ready for (hem on 
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every street oofimsf, After ilk: march* a prnte^i was 
held outside rhe district court. and while speeches 
were being made, several hundred police charged in 
with tear g:iH io about 60 people. 50 of these 
were later released but the remaining seven, alt offi¬ 
cial* in various unions were charged with the 
Pakistan] equivalent of Inch treason, 

Lucl'M reports are that all Hue one have been 
rdeared For more Informal ion, contact APFUTU, 
Union Houh, Kang Pura„ SargodM Road, Clujeml. 
5417110 Pakistan, Email: imlon^grt^pJM.ncLpk 

Portugal 

A srts.iJt street protest was held in Lisbon to inform 
the public nbont the link between globalI selE ion and 
L^piiali^m with environment id destruction and social 
inequality. Separately unother group did a few 
aciioiiH during the day. including simulating the 
Ltemolition of a hank, hy pushing a guy wilh a helmet 
against its doors. 

Senegal 

Epilation of children was the theme for Senegal’s 
demon union on June Ifiih. Debt and structural 
adjustment policies have mcaui dial the government 
have cut bock on education, forcing hundreds of 
thousands of 13* 

14* and 15 year 
olds oui of school 
into having t« sup¬ 
port themselves, 

.Six hundred peo¬ 
ple Gambled on 
ifoc IKth mid the 
14[h. to 
SpCCdlCtl and see 
sketches per¬ 
il mned by youth of 
Hie district. 

Slovakia 

The first solidarity 
octinn with PGA und ad ions around the world in 
Slovakia was held on IZ June, although wl- don‘t 
bat e any more details. 

South Korea 

On June 1 IS, around 20!3 people gathered Tor a rally 
in ilk' Center of Seoul. After -in CndCtflKlll Of im 
imaginary conversation between financial speculator 
George Soros and ZapatisEa-CoitiiitLiridaiitu Marcos, 
solidarity hpecebcH were heard including a represen- 
lalivc of farmers' groups, a Undo union leader who 
wiL\ L'urrcmly on hunger spike over government sup- 


press ion of unionism, and one of Korea's famous 
film actors speaking about the threat to (be Korean 
film industry from US investment libera ligation. 

Spain 

Itarcidoriu—The day of action started at Mam when 
25 people closed off two of (he city's main streets, 
transforming one of them to look like a beach* 
Else where. 100 people took a piece of land where a 
squat had been demolished after evict ion. By the end 
of the dty, they had created a proper garden ihere. 
Iltc neighbours were impressed, 

Bike demos sinned off during I he kite alLfirooon-— 
otic group of cyclists coming to join (he main 

deiiiotissrui ion I ioni 20k.. Barcelona man- 

aged Un close the entire motorway. At 7 pm, all ihe 
groups converged for a Reclaim the Street 1 - Party. 
The sound system van broke down and had to be 
pushed around the oily by I he 700 partygoera, who 
also covered the walls with anti-capitalist graffiti: 
Madrid'—A street party ended 7 day* of action for 
social rights. Fcnpk partied under clothes lines 
strong across the street, in defiance of art archaic law 
banning the practice. ELarEkt in fhe week, the Spanish 
stock exchange WUs invaded hy 100 individuals who 


hanks, property developers' ulTiees and McDonalds 
branches were picketed. People gathered in the 
evening outside the Asturias parliament for music 
and the painting of a mural. 

Valencia—To the rhythm ol drums, a carnival of 400 
people wound its way throneh the streets,, stopping ai 
Lladro’s—one of Valencia's most hated kind specu¬ 
lator*, and on into the financial centre, 

Switzerland 

Geneva- At midday sonic 50 people washed down 
some of the main hanks in the centre of tire city wlih 


hear 



occupied she 
tnideiV post,*, 
disrupting trading 
for over an hour. 
An employ mem 
agency was also 
occupied dun tig 
the week. 

Ovkk'ii, Aviles, 
tiijon 4 Astro 
rlu)- In all three 
cities, info stalls 
publicised the 
consequences ol 
g to ha I is a 1 io n. 
Alter wards. 
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ladders. water and map. Then in the 

evening, so me 100 people made a mobile Carnival in 
the city* bilking die meets, painting them* dancing, 
sea ving hJjL-kcumim ^ymp to the cardriverN who g«| 
caught up in the traffic. This has inspired people to 
plan similar monthly actions, 

Zurich— About 300 people occupied a construction 
site in a pun of Zurich which is being redeveloped 
similar Us London's dodtlnod^ Ii waa the besi party 
for years. Twq hands played- alongside a soundsys- 
lem and » screening of the Reclaim ihe Streets film. 
The police weren’t too impressed of course, hut they 
eventually left, mid the party continued all night." 

Uruguay 

The central square of Montevideo city was turned 
inlu n ‘trade fair' for the day, wall entertammem uruJ 
stalls informing about work, education„ local vulture, 
consumerism, media mimipulution, free radio and 
Other issues. The day ended with a “recycled parade' 
through the city, during which the Banco de 
Montevideo and die sioek exchange were ulsfl esceu- 
pied. Environmental and trade union campaigners 
worked together on this event, including workers of 
the "Rl Cine" supermarket who have been occupying 
the supermarket for the last two months. 

USA 

A sh l 1 i i I Ic., Norlli (“hired ioa—Amend 100 protesters 
gathered for a street party, NuekLidirig the road Using 
a broken down car. "Although small, we were in sul- 
hlnrity wilh thousands across the worldE M 
Austin, Terns—A Critical Mass hike ride of about 
50 people turned into a street blockade, as a barri¬ 
cade and chain from a nearby cafe were moved Into 
the street for a party. The cops were met with abuse 
when they turned up, who in turn snatch funded 
three people. 

Boston—More than 1(30 activists joined in a street 
theatre performance in from of Bunk Boston in she 
centre of [lie city’s financial di.^riti. The bank is 
closely connected to International Paper* a company 
cxplm Ealing the Chiapas region of Mexico and dis¬ 
placing its people. At the end of the day, the crowd 
promised to return* far stronger than before. to end 
the rule of capital over our lives, 

Kupjene June IMth activities kicked off, with 20 
arrested and eight, police injured during a five hour 
Reclaim the Si reels that saw bank windows smashed 
and demonstrators tear gassed, on whai hud been 
expected it? he just a street party. It mtsa'i dear what 
sparked Ll. Corporate news accounts indicate that the 
Iiillbal spark may have come when police moved in 

M 


list through iL By the end of the day several down¬ 
town bank*, a leather PL"toiler and a "Taco Bell” 
restaurant hod lost windows. Unfortunately, ihere 
were also reports thai some people were behaving 
aggressively to drivers who got caught up in traffic 
jams. One person is currently in prison for the riot 
and Facing five years. 

Lus Angeles Its first Reclaim the Street party took 
place on June IKth. A truck full of an in stunt 
skatepark," with rails, launch ramps, ami Fun boxes 
waited nearby lnu didn't mintage to get past the 
police into the party but the sou ntlsy stem van did us 
did a trashed car which had been donated for people 
to graffiti. The party become mobile otter a while to 
prevent the soundsystem being confiscated- There 
were u total of 17 arrests, The police compounded 
the traffic chaos by keeping several blocks shut fur 
hours after the RTS crew hud ull gone homo* and 
even sent the bomb squud in to de.d with the trashed 
carl 

New York— A Street carnival was organised to 
protest against the annual meeting of the Group of 
Eight (G8) economic superpowers. For nearly 2 
hours. 500 costume clad protester took over the 
streets, tying up traffic m New York City's Financial 
District and rallying in front of the New York stock 
exchange on Wall Street, Five people were arrested 
as they attempted to chain themselves together 
around a Iruje sculpture of -i globe and another .'2 for 
blocking trulTic while hiking over the streets. 
OlympJu — A Sireei party was held u few day % 
before ihc big day, on June l^th. Police grubbed the 
signs, cones tind barricade* used to block the streets- 
anti then tried to grab n couch. 

Wusbiiiglfin* DC.—600 demonstrator* formed a 
human chain around the US Treasury Department, 
coordinated by Jubilee 2000. 

Worldwide 

In solidarity with Mexico's Zapatista communities, 
the Electronic Disturbance Theater launched an 
internalionat blockade of the Mexican embassy in 
London. IB P (HK) people from 49 coontriH joined rha 
call to point their internet browsers at I he embassy 
using a program which sends multiple reload com¬ 
mands to the website, clogging it up for the day. 

Zimbabwe 

The day was noi marked hy big demmisiraiLons. hat 
live |icop!e were on the sifters of Harare Spreading 
information to raise awareness about globalisation 
issues. 
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Globalisation 


k. 


Origins-History-Analysis-Resistance 



Thousands of people take to the streets of the City of tortdon in a 'Carnival Against Capital'; 
50,000 landless peasants swamp the streets of Brasilia; in Nigeria a 10,000 strong Carnival of 
the Oppressed' shuts down Port H&rcourt in protest against the oil companies' exploitation of 
the Niger delta; 100,000 people take to the streets of Hyderabad in 3ndia p and over thirty street 
parties, involving thousands of people, take place simultaneously across the globe. What links 
this unprecedented new alliance of activists from East and West p from North and South? They say 
they are united in opposition to something called 'globalisation h . Every day we hear more about 
shadowy bodies with acronyms for titles. The WTO, the IMF, the MAI we are told their decisions 
are irrevocable, that the markets rule. This accelerating process of enclosure and dispossession 
Is an audacious attempt to asslmiLate everyone within the global economy and under the direct 
rule of capital. 


L What is Globalisation? 

Globalisation ha* become a bHr noire for all awts of 
people—uctiviris and academics reTofirtists and rev¬ 
olutionaries., Ac & lime when national ism is resur¬ 
gent. we see in InJ&nmljonaLisaEioti of struggle. And 
yet... contusion reigns—cuiiftitinn over our objec¬ 
tives our ideals our methods and gnats. A confydon 
that could he fatal—If wo miss our chance when it is 
presented to us we might nut gee another otic. Wc are 
living in critical times Therefore in the following 
pages we examine the haekg round to globalisation, 
the struggle against li and some of the confusions 
and evtihundterstaadings that surround it. 

The current crend For opposing globalisation 
^ppear , s lo have fallen For an inverted version of the 
tame illusion that those in favour of it suiter from— 
thut what is occurring (and ha* ken for approxi¬ 


mately the Iasi 20 years) is some!Hung new and radi¬ 
cally different to what bus gone before. The things 
dial ure identified as constituting globalisation—free 
trade, the free movement of capital, the growth of 
international regulatory bodies and institutions, the 
expansion of tmiltimitionals. and the creation of one 
global culture'— arc new in the sense dial they are 
new farms of organisation Lind structure but in 
essence they -ltl: ;i continuaiiDn of whai ha* eonc 
before. 

Capital hits always bem gtotmL The capitalist sys¬ 
tem is die ntosi adaptable and vacations in history. 
From its beginning it hu* been driven by the need to 
constantly expand or die; the change* that have 
occurred in recent years are an expression of this 
need. Globalisation is "worse" in the sense that it rep- 
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resents mi attempt :le extending and intensifying cap¬ 
ital* grip on humanity but ic is not wun;c. els some 
seem to imply, in opposition to a mythical idealised 
past when capitalism was nice Lind local and the stale 
intervened to protect us against the markets, “l"he 
logic is the same new as it always been- -10 exploit 
jieople and rultUre to the maximum extent possible. 
The Enel that in sortie previous eras tins exploitation 
may have taken place in a way that was softer or 


Entire ‘democratic' dnesn 8 ! change its essential 
nature. 

In order to understand! the process that has become 
known as global] hue mm, at ts essential to understand 
the trajectory mken. by post- war capitalism, Looked ai 
in ihts context, globalisation cun be seen not as a sep¬ 
arate phenomenon but rather as the effect of the crisis 
caused by the resurgence of European and American 
class struggle in the late 1460s and the 1970s, 


II. 1945-1968: Restructuring, Integration and Growth 


lai 1445. with the virtual sole exception of America, 
rile tndu similised and "developed* world was in a 
state of massive economic ami physical diurnty— >ei 
condition mirrored in its working class, fu this peri- 
rid the world began to be divided between the 
American and Soviet versions of capital ism J 
Stalifi'a Red Army proceeded lo subjugate Eastern 
liuitipe eo a variant of capitalism involving most of 
Ms worst aspects and bringing few of the fringe 
bench i.h chat help to make life a hit more hearable in 
‘advanced 1 capitalist society. 

Meanwhile. America adopted Western Europe as 
iL^ sphere ui m(H lc nee. Thi s de veloped inln ihe \ li|U 
war", an era of frosty relations and supposed ideo 
logical struggle between the two superpowers, 1 Each 
vied to CO licet eis many ’sate title" nution-s and regions 
possible to serve as new markets for the domestic 
economy and through which proxy wan could hr 
fought This was a new form of colonisation 

which was preferable for powerful nations because ic 
largely avoided the busk of actually administering 
icrritofy. Those countries whose population;! proved 
FVspstim or hud unsympathetic regimes were forcibly 
brought into the fold through engineered and assist¬ 
ed coups or were simply invaded te.g. Brasil, 
Hungary, Czcctmlovakifi, South Vietnam, Chile* 
Afghanistan etc, etc.) The decline of die old colonial 
powers opened up vast swathes of the world to dom¬ 
ination by new masters (both domestic and foreign) 
who were at least as brutal as the departing imperi¬ 
alists and just as keen lei use their populations as 
cheap labour for capital. 

Cold War Economics 

En the West, aside from actual physical rebuilding, 
iIlu iti.sk tpf restructuring faced by stales and capital- 
ist enterprises was twofold, Firstly* economic 
growth rested upon the "‘diplomatic recoil struct ion. 
of international irade and payments systems which 


would facilitate in tern ill tonal exchange and secure 
(he regular impart of essential commodities and raw 
mu tenuis ," 1 Thin first abjective was carried out 
largely at Ihc behest of the US with Britain acting as 
Us 'junior partner"-—an arrangement that has con¬ 
tinued ever since. And secondly, it wcnild be neces¬ 
sary to contain die class Mrugglc in order to avoid u 
repeat of the missive social conflict that occurred in 
the aftermath of the First World War, 

Having divided up Europe and the rest of the 
world between itself and she USSR, “...the US 
sought Eo organise Western capitalism around new 
international economic and political structures 
which would ensure the rapid accumulation of 
American capital/* American capital was however 
dependent upon the re-establishment of global cir¬ 
cuits of accumulation and the restoration of a degree 
of equilibrium in Eetrns of production and trade, i.c. 
rebuilding those economies tliut had been shattered 
by the war moM importantly West tier many and 
Input. In Europe this was accomplished through 
financial ussistuncc such as the Marshall Plan- the 
purpose of which "was the raising of living stan¬ 
dards "to resist the lure of Cooimuohm/ ^ 

The iEiiti-ij result of Hits iitred to rest Lire industrial 
economics destroyed hy the wir was tlic Bretton 
Woods agreement- This was a system of currency 
exchange rates Jixcd within pre-dviermmed margins 
that were defined in relation to the value of the dol¬ 
lar* which was iisetf valued in parity to gold tin the¬ 
ory-dollars were exchangeable for gold]. The dollar 
performed the function of both international and 
national currency, wad for the system to work its 
value had Eo he maintained. Hence the system was 
dependens upon the US maintaining a large trade 
surplus <ex)Hiriing marc than it Imptmcd) thus 
allowing die dollar to he supplied as credit, to other 
countries in order to be a means ol exchange for 
1ES-produced corilrnmlitiei.,* 
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As witls oilhur aspects of (lit. 1 pcwt-war settlement, 
[his implied w concrete link between the exploitation 
of workers ti.e. rhu ;imount of v ulue produced i and 
the arnoom of money capital in circulation. In recent 
years ihiis linkage has appeared to beconve more iun- 
UOLis iLS 1]ikLirhL'I. 1 captlal has grown vastly in propor¬ 
tion ID production (for example, no individual state 
has the reserves necessary eo compete with currency 
* peculiars fin the foreign exchange markets—as 
Britain discovered when the pound was forced to 
leave die European Exchange Race Mechanism 
|ERM] on 'Black Wednesday \ Ibth September 
1992) Inn is in reality no Letts essential hec;uisc cap¬ 
italism ts always intrinsically based upon wage 
labour, 

The imposition oj the Mrelton Woods agreement 
w|s shortly followed by the creation of a number of 
accompanying institutions and agreements to assist 
and safeguard its terms. These included the now 
notorious I menu ii emu I Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank and the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs (GATT), The IMF Was originally set up 
to insulate the Ruction Woods system from attacks 
by speculators or from short-renn trade imbalances 
bv providing government* with emergency loans to 
support I heir currencies on the foreign exchange 
markets. The World Bank's purpose was to provide 
governments with longer term loans neecssary for 
Lhe development and reconstruction of their 
economic* so that they had no excuse for not com¬ 
peting in the world market,. 

The opening up of all national economic* to "free 
trade" wlh alto n major concern of the United States. 
The wm Id depression ol lhe I s >3<)s followed by the 
war resulted in the growth of trade harriers. 

As the recovery gathered pace, they began 
in be dismantled through a series ol trade 
agreements under the overall heading 
of GATT. The present growth of trade 
integration is the completion o! the 
process of recovering ground pre¬ 
viously lost—regaining previous 
unity, but of course on a mas¬ 
sively increased scale due Eo 
the growth of the global econ¬ 
omy relative to it* pre-war 
sii/c. 

Social. Democracy 
and Keynesianism 

However the rc-etfuhlishimciii 
of global uml national capital 


accumulation and the resultant 21) period of econom¬ 
ic boom could nert have been accomplished without 
the imptwiiLOTi of more fundamental and concrete 
forms of social and political organisation eo again 
restore (relative) domestic stability. These were—in 
ihe West at least -social democracy and Keynesian 
economic management and planning. It is important 
to note that these existed within the conic xl of Ehc 
global economy ami not just on a separate national 
basis, These 'social forms" were dominant within 
advanced capitalist societies uni 11 they began to 
founder in the late 1960s. Their retreat and increas¬ 
ing ineffectiveness as a means of management In the 
lace of massive class struggle and related "structural" 
faults, resulting in the major crises Ol the I97tls s is 
poisibly the mam reason for the slat* that capitalism 
is in today. 

The disorganisation ol' the Eitirupean working class 
pnflM94j meant ihai it wn* forced to enter mio the 
so-called ’class compromise\ This essentially meant 
foregoing unity and mass struggle, a! least temporar¬ 
ily. tn return for represent tit ion within individual 
nation states through the medium of social democra¬ 
cy, Social democracy cun he defined as the represen- 
cat ion of the Working class as labour within capital 
und the state politically through social democratic 
panics and economically through trades unions. In 
practice this meant varying degrees of consul union 
between trade unions, government* and employen lo 
allow for economic planning and the c-o-ordinalion 
of social policy^ 

The nation slate gained a new significance in the 
post-war era because it assumed Ehc rule of policing. 


-maintaining and organising the new class compro¬ 
mise, Even though* 
according to some, it is 
now* subject to h corporate 
rule", the rule of ihe 
nation state in pdie* 



Dg gr Die Voices from the ecological resistance i^o. -0 


37 













mg. maintaining and Organising labour power 
remains undimii rushed. All shut has changed are the 
forms [hat ibis takes, for example breaking or 
■restructuring' enlreached sectors of the working 
class instead of accacnmadaUng Um imposinu. and 
encouraging c&sualisatiOKi etc, 

Capitalist; development was {varalidaied around 
distinct n&lktftaJ economies ihm enjoyed li degree of 
auiMumy in terms o} economic cycles and the extern 
to which the working class was integrated within 
slate planning. Il was an example of divide and rule 
in so iIlii' as concessions were nude to rusiuiirtii work¬ 
ing classes us opposed to the working class as li 
whole, This allowed the 'defence of ihe national 
imereti 9 to be invoked where necessary us a partial 
harrier to more internalionalisl tendencies amongst 
some workers: dockers fur example have u long tra¬ 
dition of internal ion; it solidarity ami support as was 
seen recently during the Liverpool dockers di-Spute 1 

However the relative disunity of the working class 
was not shared by the capitalists.,. Although different 
sectors of she capitalist system have a contradictory 
relationship at the best of I Lines, their unity in terms 
of (JlC com i non pursuit of profit always rein; lies imdi- 
mmished. In fact it could tie argued that capital ism in 
tins period was mure global; and united than it has 
been since, due Co rhe Unman uni position of the US 
and (he virtual hegemony of the dollar as [be world's 
currency, 

The practical importance of social democracy for 
the working class was that it provided a framework 
through which concessions could be demanded and 
won from capita) on a national blasts. The price of 
this sel-up Wit that instead of existing a* an 
autonomous force against capitalism, The upira- 
lions and demands of die working class could be 
harnessed the motor for capital accumulation/^ 
i.e. in exchange for improvements in hcnllh cans. 



bousing provision. education and social xvuriiy the 
working class surrendered control over production 
and accepted [lie 'Fundisi deal". 

This meant lhac production -line type Work Was 
introduced, removing the need for many highly 
skilled workers or ;.iny direct COnneetiun Its what was 
being produced. Productivity and production were 
increased by stepping up the exploitation of dir 
workforce allowing bolh wages anti prolits to rise, 
thus creating the demand to absorb the increase in 
production. Fordism was a system based upon mass 
production and mass consumption. It was premised 
on an implied trade off between increased alienation 
and boredom al work and increased consumption 
during 'leisure' or "free' time—dissatisfaction 
turned into demand. The ever increasing rate of 
exploitation in turn expanded the total amount ol 
Lapins I in circulation anil made possible the growth 
of finance capital and the boom in credit and lending, 
i he Keynesian mate was an integral part of tins 
process. It hacked up Fordism through what econo¬ 
mists call 'ii ill; il nonary demand mail age menl', main¬ 
taining rising levels of demand through 'deficit 
financing —slate expenditure bused on credit. This 
was iti be repaid by the returns from future AXpIdiin^ 
lion. On the national level this look the form of guar¬ 
anteed id El employment, growth and social welfare 
spending. Globally; 'The centre of Keynesian 
demand management was the regulation of the inter* 
national HOW of capital through the llrettim WmwJs 
system of fixed exchange rates: the regulation of 
international deficit hrmnciitg of demand on the 
world market on the basis ol an indatiomiry supply 
o) dollar* from (he dorntnum US economy to (he rc^t 
of (he world, " y It was basically a gloN system of 
'bmifc-keeping' which alternated between inflation- 
ary support of domestic economic growth and 
deflationary pressure on it. Mortgaging tlw Future eo 
pay for the present Weis (he essence oE Keynesian 
demand management, a flaw that was to prove its 
undoing. 

Decolonisation to the 'Green 
Revolution' 

The situation ouLsiite ihe ‘advanced’ capitalist coun¬ 
tries was very different. The post-war yean; were pri¬ 
marily characterised by bloody national liberation! 
straggle*, against die old colonial powers—mainly 
liritain and France but also Belgium fin tlw Belgian 
Congo) and Fonugal tin Angola i. Xuiiiniidisc suue- 
gles against France ill Algeria and Vice n-tmt were par¬ 
ticularly ferocious, leading to French withdrawals 
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The Mau Mau: Better Dread than Dead 


It was tn many ways ihc massive anti-colonial 
struggles of the (550s and the immediate post-war 
period in the Third World' tlial inspired the more 
well-known revolts in ihc Weal in the I96f)s. For 
example* the struggle against the French in Algeria 
was well-known to (he partisan* of Pari ft’ 

"May events', The knowledge of die atrocities com¬ 
muted against the Algerians during the 8-year war 
for Independence radicalised the students of Paris 
and made them realise 
what the French state was 
capable of, 

The British experienced 
a similar African insur¬ 
gency a ga i n sc I rnperi a t 
rule in (he 1950s in 
Kenya. The struggle fur 
land n rid freedom in 
Kenya was led by the 
Mau Mau -a guerrilla 
force composed mainly 
of members of the 
Kikuyu tribe who waged 
a soitfciimo very bruial 
war against the white hci- 
der*. As a symbol of their 
identity, the Mau Mau 
grew 1 their Huir in dread¬ 
locks which (hey never 
cut. Seven initiation cuts 
marked the body of one 
who had iLiken lhe Mau 
Mau oaths 

Under the British. Kenya operated a strict policy 
of racial reparation, similar to South African 
apartheid, utilising a very* strict ideality curd sys- 
lem E tow ever, as with South Africa, separation 
effectively meant domination: native Africans were 
forced on la 'tribal trust lands', the British having 
stolen i lie ii ifadiiionnl Irihut lands, Political ugita- 
Lion around the issue of Stolen land* had been tak¬ 
ing place since the t920s, bat to no avail. 

When Kikuyu soldiers relumed from World War 
II, in which they had fought for the British, they 
returned radicalised Id a country soil run by pacer- 
nulislic colonial adminlscrators anil plagued by 
prill missionaries. These rx-strrviccmen provided 
\hc nucleus for the Mau Mutt guerrilla army. The 


Mau MftU were dedicated to driving white farmers 
from the rich heartlands of Kenya—they were dar¬ 
ing and merciless, attacking fir^l isolated farms and 
police outposts and later ihe vast concentration 
cnnips where Mail Mllu suspects were imprisoned 
by (he British. During their 11-year struggle for 
independence from (he British, the Mau Mau hid 
out ih ihc large areas of wilderness, forest amt 
motmtains in Kenya. They blended into the forests 

making it impossible for 
the British to hud (hem. 

The British responded 
by pioneering many of the 
d ass ic ’counter-! n nu r- 

gency 1 techniques thin 
would later become 
famous in Vietnam—for 
example, the resell lenient 
of the eniire indigenous 
population In special con¬ 
trolled villages to separate 
them from the guerrilla*. 
Ninety thousand people 
were imprisoned and lor- 
ntred m deiention camps* 
sen thousand people had 
land confiscated* and a 
further half a million were 
forced into protected vil¬ 
lage*. Inmates of I he 
deicntioti camps were 
regularly beaten and 
abused, and thousands of innocent people died of 
disease and mail nutrition. In the yean up to 1956 
over KMXM) Mau Mau Itwt their Jives in the struggle 
against the British—many hanged on ihc gallows in 
mass executions. 

John Molting hum. a district officer during the 
period of emergency said: "Gitc day six Mau Mm 
suspects were brought into a police station in the 
mrighhsHiring district to mine. The British police 
inspector in charge lined them up against a wall and 
shot diem. There was no trial." Asked if he thought 
that ihc actions of the colon iul forces amounlcd to 
human rig hi* abuses, Mr Notiingham said: "El 
throwing a phosphorous grenade into a thatched hut 
with □ sleeping family inside isn't a human rights 
abuse then I don't know whal is.. 
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imm both coioui^ after a senes of cose I y military 
and political blunders. In Algeria and ocher countries 
the jrenenil disruption opened up space tor more pro- 
gtwsfcvc E although meetly men quite revolutionary j 
social iTiovemenix, which existed again.si both colo¬ 
nial rule and the States in wailing' of the national- 
ists.itt 

Unfortunately che main and Justing effect of 
decolonisation was to open op vase new markets and 
opportunities tor increased and more efficient 
exploitation, Even though exploitation had clearly 
taken place tin it vast scale under cohrtinl rule K the 
Attempt liiH.I not been made to integrate people inks 
tlic capitalist inode of prodLtctioo^-io make them 
Inito wage workers. Extractive industries sudi as 
mining and oil production hud operated in the ‘Third 
World' for in any years previously, but such enter- 
prises don't necessarily require the generalised 
imposition of a new set of social relations m order to 
function. 

The process of turning "Third World’ peasants into 


appeared to he outstripping supply in some areas of 
the world such hh India and the Philippines (although 
as ts ibe ease with present food shortages, die causes 
are factors caller than lack of productive capacity; 
even at the height of its famine, Ethiopia was still 
exporting tobacco and coffee to the West). The 
’Green Revel unco" wns portrayed sinipEy as u tech- 
nclcgic&l li\ to the food problem, however, in reali¬ 
ty it worked uguinsi the very people il purported to 
help. As with all technology developed by capitalism 
il didn't ope rule merely on a technical level: it 
actively changed die social re Inbuilt ammigsi agri¬ 
cultural producers and opened the way for further 
development' and exploitation. 

The new varieties of wheat and rice were not avail¬ 
able to all farmer* or even In alt ureas. They required 
intensive irrigalion und fertile soil ,uid were only 
accessible to wealthy and politically connected fann¬ 
ers within those areas. The additional inputs required 
such as fertilisers, pesticides as well as I he seed itself 
meant that peasant farmers on traditional small ho Id- 






proletarians Is in some wtoys very similar to the 
development of capitalism In Britain and elsewhere. 
Tlie capita I i sal ion of agriculture through I he enclo¬ 
sure of" common Hands, the mechanisation of fsxxJ 
production and I he production of tixxJ surpluses to 
1 eed workers who are no longer able to prcxluce their 
own means, of nuhsistenee arc the necessary first 
steps. Urbanisation and the creation of a 'reserve 
jinny oflaboui' from those who have been forced to 
leave the land are then ihc necessary additional step* 
for further capitalist development. 

Some of the first jiml most significant capitalist 
forays into the ' Third World' were imude m agricul¬ 
ture—the 'Green Etc VO lu lion', In ayfij the fiisc com- 
mercjsilly viable High Yielding Variety fHYV) rice 
TO released by a laboratory in the Philippines. The 
aim wax ii< rapidly increase fi^id production at a time 
when demand created by population growth 


ings were excluded. This new form of production 
also favoured mechanisation and economies of scale, 
thu.h enabling landowners to reduce iheir workforces 
and effectively drive lur^e numbers off the land and 
away from independent food production into the 
cities ami the newly forming labour markets. The 
new 1 varieties could not he cultivated using tradition¬ 
al methods, and their success was almatit completely 
dependent upon product* supplied by Western com* 
ponies,. 

Tile 'Green Revolution' wax just one instance In a 
continuing process of exploitation by Western capi¬ 
tal and domestic rulers, Thk Juts added Mgmhc.inee 
ul present in the Contort of the growth of blotechnob 
ogy. I hc argiuiK'iits und campaigns lor and against 
are so similar thai they could almost foe said to be 
repealing those which took place 30 years ago. 


Ill- 196S—1979: Class Struggle, Crisis and Debt 


Academics, including those who have recently writ¬ 
ten on the subject of globalisution such as David 
Korcen c yt Gerry Munderjt tend to see the demise of 
Kcyneflfanism and other institutional arruigemcobi 
(and the result which they call globalisBlitm) as the 
result oS _ structural faults' (such as exchange rate 
imbalances) within the capitalist system—a position 
known as 'objectivism' because it discounts or 
actively ignores the pivotal role that human (subjec¬ 
tive > ami more specifically class intervention und 


conflict plays in effecting and changing the course of 
history. Their analysis undoubtedly contains 
moments of truth bm is ai best only a very* partial 

view. 

Tlie growth of world trade during the 1960s had 
brought with li a. rapid expansion in ihe volume of 
international money capital being traded. as well as 
Hie development of global capital markets The 
development of die Eurodollar markets in pari leu I nr. 
ng nailed That ihiz inftitUliufial Jimmgements such as 


40 


Oo or Ole Voices frorn the ecote^cat resistance No. i 












BrCltun Woods, which had Jink/. L and Constrained 
the international fit™ p-f money In i he national accu¬ 
mulation of produL'ilve capita! (Lc, industry, nwnu- 
faeturing ett4. Witc becoming strained. The recov¬ 
ery of other capitalist ecunomies kd to a relative 
decline m US economic superiority, Dalian: which 
kid previously been repatriated in exchange for US- 
produced commodities were increasingly tram 
fanned into reserves in Ituroi'-van hunks. ITicse 
reserves were then used lls a source oi credit for hods 
public autlionLies arid private capital li\ JWJ other 
countries held $4f) billion—a figure I hat rin exceed¬ 
ed the US gold reserves. The basis of Rrtiuifi Woods 
had kcri severely undermined.^ 

Hat it UYl.s the struggles of tfir jrrrM - vcmitm la m t*f 
post war proletarians that (at j 'hr strata u* become a 
breath. 

This new general son. which formed within tlic ™- 
lexl of ihc post-war settlement und the Fordist pro¬ 
duction line, brought with it new demands and isjjI- 
rutions. These were expressed an i wo principle ways; 
Ofi one hand screwing everything they could gel out 
of ahe hisses and ahe stale in wage concessions and 
increased public spending- demands that had to be 
met in order to maintain rile slums qup and slave Off 
more radical demands, On I he other hand, the re 


emerging class conflict didn't limit itself simply lo 
questions of degrees of control within the workplace; 
the other (Interconnected) side expressed at ns most 
radical the refusal of work and capitalist social rela¬ 
tions in general. Dissatisfaction with factory and 
office life brought with it a more generalised contes¬ 
tation which was by no means limited to workers; 
other proletarians (such as the unemployed and 
housewives), malcontent* and students, all seized the 
opportunity its exploit the relatively weak position 
that capitalksm was in al the time. 

The Refusal of Work 

A global wave c&f strikes, rtcMs and mass social 
upheaval, some of which opcidy confronted ihc state 
and the trade unions, left the capitalist world reeling 
under the strain. Ii had taken a body blow-’ but by no 
means a fatal one, as events that fallowed in the 
1970s were to prove. The US was bit by urban insur¬ 
gencies dun burned Watts. Newark. Detroit and! other 
major cities as well as by lhe student and anti-war 
movements and other disrupting such as ihc civil 
rights and black power movements. New* iinsurgen¬ 
cies broke out in Southeast Asia and Latin America, 
often of dubious political content but expressions of 
ihc limes nonetheless. 
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The best known European example, with which 
TtKWl pestple are familiar En S Ot Hg degree. is ihe near- 

revolution in France in May 1%^, when million* of 
workers, ^lucfents and other proletarians joined 
together in a brief 1 >lU intense moment of mass strug¬ 
gle. However this represent* only u small pun of (toe 
picture: lor example highly significant but lesser 
known struggles took place into and ihfoughaut ihe 
\QJ<K Tlie halian "Hot Autumn 1 Of 1969 marked die 
beginning l-i Ml years of struggle. Many striker* amt 
other rebels took pun in activities which went 
beyond simply stopping work or occupying the 
workplace. In Id? I Polish >Uikcrs look over gus amt 
transport services, wliihi m indy, "squatEing, Social 
strikes' by bus drivers hospital staff und supermar 
kel cashier* providing trespectively) transport, 
healthcare and IsuhI free of charge, cleeiricity work¬ 
ers anting oil supplies to bureaucrats or firms and a 



Students in Rio de Janeiro opposed to Brasil s 
US-backed mititafy regime hurl rocks af riot 
police during riots fn April 1968, 


In the '5fis t US multinationals invested heavily in 
Brasil 1111 l 9 there was a vast pmgmniiik' ol industry 
a li sal inn and "development'. The Wall SfrerJ 
Journal Lisk-ed: "ts there uciy luIkn place in I he 
world where such profits can he obtained? fai These 


thousand other in'Wctt ,, ! 11 showed 'he extent to 
which the dull compulsion and isolation of capitalist 
vnciul relations were rejected. Sometimes I his took 
the form of gentries which grasped tow ards some¬ 
thing better, bill more often il was refusal and rejee- 
tmn —everything dtmc under attack, but ihe lack, of 
enough attempts to transform stieiely gave the trhpe- 
eus hack to capital when die revolutionary wave 
begun lo recede. ""Radicals had disrupted a social 
logic, not shifted into n new onc/'^ 

Capital Takes Flight 

For Ifct capitalist*, the hjimkw on prorits from ever- 
increasing wage demands. *£rikes and random stop- 
piLgcs meant tluu solutions other than KeyiK#innism 
and "demand management' would hive to found 
The answer by in a l hree-pronged strategy of 
rrsfrucl wring. In the old established 1 1 llIi i - 1 1 ies_ mail- 

pro tits were won al the cost of massive fodil 
inequality and poverty in BiiisjL However the peri- 
<mJ wEiv also characterised by the radical straggle* of 
Hugo groups of peasants such -s* the l.igus 
Campesinas (Feasant* League) arid Movimemo do* 
Agricultures S^m Terra (MASTER). 

By the early "bOs the IMF and the USA had start¬ 
ed demanding huge debt repayment programmes 
and "anti-inflalionary policies'. Th|s effectively 
reunited the civilian government eu crush miliiam 
workers ;md peasants .ind bring tlirm to heel. 
Instead in 1964 the civilian government, under 
pressure trom ibe mam struggles of workers anti 
peasant*. promised to naiiooaii.se the oil rrllneries 
and authorise peasant's appropriation ol Unused 
kind. The refuse of the army and the mullinaUoii- 
ub was brutal. In April 1964 ihenc w«a a US-backed 
military coup in which thou Hands wot assassinated 
as the military police unleashed n reign of terror nlltl 
ciu*hed all dissent. 

However in 1968 there wlih an upsurge of trois- 
1 iiri lc 0 - the military Led largely by students 

inspired by the rebellions in France and Mexico and 
by the Cuban revolution, a wave uJ revolt swepi 
elides across the country. The *tu dents were joint’d 
by E5,(KMJ striking meiaJ workers. The pro-ilcmoc- 
racy movement gained strength throughout ihe 
E97 C)h rch-rvMj iiLilimn industrial workers went on 
snake in 1 979 □touch Lhcre were struggles against 
huge hydro-electric scheme* oral peasant land occu¬ 
pation*. This fruit of ehis today in the Mtivimcmo 
Kem Terra ■ Brasil’* movement of landless peas- 
ants^one of the main threat* lo the Brasil Ian capi- 
tali*ts' project of oao-libciiillNmi 40 
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were developed. New 





Milan *69: demonstrators attack a policeman at the 
bestnnins of the 'Hot Autumn \ 


ugnik'iit attempted to la mil workers' 
influence over die production progeny 
through Innns of nc-orianbuimn Mtcti sis 
di'iicntniliiUiii^Ei and outsourcing and the 
iFHroducSic.ni of automation. This was 
used to attack the old "worker fortresses" 
siieb as Detroit, Renault- Eli I laucnurt, 

Alsace, the Ruhr etc. The landmark in 
this process was the turn of I lie balance 
of power at the Imliim cur manufacturers 
Flat,. which lor years had been plagued, 
by continual stoppage. muss asscmMira 
and ahsenieeiism at its Turin plant. 

Secondly, new Industries such as elec* 

Ironies, in format ton technology and the 
\crvjee sector 

work re kittens could he established in 
these industries relatively ensify since 
the msKit entrenched sectors of the work¬ 
ing class had been effectively bypassed. 

Thirdly capital ‘took (light - tu ibe Third 
World" where labour nnd natural resources were (ami 

still are! | ■ I cl i E i fiJ I and cheap,. 

As ibc criisis and the problems in the industrialised 
areas gathered pace, this shift to the 'Third World 1 
WM seen os an increasingly attractive option, largely 
due to the fact that it wan a relatively immediate 
solution. Other tactics required for the most pan a 
long-term commitmcm to progressively wearing 
down resistance before profitability could he 
incretrsed. 

Throughout the 3 L J7()s, capital flooded into certain 
areas oK the 'Third Wortd\ such m Unuril. Mexico 
Lind South Korea, creating what have been me known 
as the Newly Induvlikilned Countries fNlCsJ. lids 
process Wiih greatly accelerated by tbe t|UudrupSiil3g 
ol the price of crude ml in I ^74 by ihc world's mam 
producers, the OPEC ^countries, which ..served to 
liquidate and then divert huge sums of capital away 
fruiti industry which was committed to varhms 
notion] economics within the Atlantic u*i*. Info the 
hands of the banks and the internal eouli l circuits of 
money capital that owed little or no allegiance in any 
state." 1 * 

This liquidity is die ideal form for capital* but it 
cannot increase itself without being gnxuHtod' in 6 
concrete form without having wage labourers pro¬ 
ducing hnih plated a l and immaterial things. Ir cun 
never permanently escape from its own com radia¬ 
tions: wherever it moves to, it creates workers who 
have a tendency to da problematic things like 
demand higher wages and go on strike. 


Et was in this period, that the NICs, and to a lesser 
degree the 'Third World' in general, began to fltdir 
mu I Lite massive debts. Tbe influx of capital wj^ 
mainly in the form of loans or production facilities 
(for example, factories, mines etcj owned by corpo¬ 
rations based in tbe northern hemisphere. The loans 
were mainly used iu finance prestige projects which 
had little material benefit for the majority of the pop¬ 
ulation—or to line the pockets of the ruling classes. 

However, this attempt by eupiuil fo escape from its 
enmity nod re-engage on mure favourable terrain was 
undermined by the central contradiction that Accu¬ 
mulation m tlie NIL-i was dependent upon continued 
economic growth in the West (which remained the 
iiwsl important region). The economies of (he Went 
were s in lull ancons I y undermined on fwp frooli; 
firstly 'caplinI flight 1 had grown to such an extent 
thal m conn trie# with a ‘poor industrial record" such 
jls Brittain it amounted to a virtual 'investment strike 1 
and secondly, capital was still unable to contain 
Wage demands. 

Origins of the Debt Crisis 

By the end of die decade the West’s ability to sustain 
general profitability and cconomk growth was 
undermined to the point where all the economics in 
the Western world were plunged into recession, 
which was inevitably accompanied by a correspond¬ 
ing slump in world trade. ITic 'anti-inilationarv poli¬ 
cies' aimed at wage control which had been pursued 
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had licit! luck obvious effect, with the resit j| cJiai by 
Ehc end of the 1970k, capitalist planning agencies 
such as the IMF were calling for urgent globally co¬ 
ordinated, measures 1st alLaek i [illation. These would 
include "Elgin money' (control over ihc money sup¬ 
ply through high interact races which lessened the 
attractiveness of crL-iiit and caused more generally a 
reduction in ihu ratio of debt to gross domestic prod¬ 
uct |GDP—roughly speaking the total sum of "eco¬ 
nomic activities 4 ]) and culls in social expendmire, as 
well as breaking ’itruciunil rigidities' in tile labour 
markets, c.g. trade anions. 17 As is 
usually the case with economics 
the burnt Lity of the language bears 
no relation to I lie reality Eh id is 
actually being retained to. 

These were the policies that 
liecame known as ‘monetarism’ 
fas welt as being loosely described 
as "Thatcherism" or 

' Rcaga noniic s ‘) w hie h whe n 
adopted by the world's largest 
economy, the US. resulted in the 
global recession and sharp interest 
tint: rises thai triggered the debt 
crisis. 

A number of Third World' 
economies hadi borrowed heavily 
from major blinks and olher 
lender^ including the World Bank, 
u* |i nance rapid development 1 


iildUHiriahsalion. leaving them with massive debts 
and Interest payments. Consequently when interest 
rates rose and the value .md volume of the exports 
which they used to service [Jtc debls t'elh they found 
themselves unable to pay. In l'Ml die Mexican gov- 
emmerti threatened to default on its loan repayments 
arid started the Third World dehi crisis". This ihreai- 
ened to provoke the complete collapse of the inter- 
national booking system—an ouiemue thai whs only 
narrowly avoided due to the intervention ol the I Ml 
and i he World Bank hacked up by eo-rndinmed 

efforts on ihe part of the major 
industrial pcwcJTfk 
All hough the attempt to out* 
manoeuvre [lie working class m 
j min si ri ill c« luxuries e hrou gh 
capital I light had been forced 
to a hall hy its own cu!iLi:iUil> 
lions. JJ ic did serve lx) impose 
the new economic mutiny of 
global linance capital and in 
doing so laid the ground for the 
Further tie Vtlupmem of capital 
restructuring against (he work¬ 
ing class in industrialised 
economies/' 14 The nature of the 
crisis and recession made it 
increasingly clear that economic 
potiev hid to be compatible with 
iJie demands of global finance 
capital. 


IV, The 'BOs-Pefeat, Misery and Monetarism 


The results of eIil- debi crisis were twofold. Firstly, 
debtor nations in the Third World 1 were forced by 
the tMFlo adopt Structural Adjustiiicnl Programmes 
(SAPs) M nWailH Of ".saving' their economies arid 
enabling them to attempt lo keep up repayments cm 
lheir loans. Secondly* m the industrialised countries, 
governments began U> -.lunge their economic poli¬ 
cies iway from Keynesianism towards monetarism 
in an at tempi to attract irtternaticDtl money capital 
with increasing interest rales and disinflationary eco¬ 
nomic policies. In reality the pursuit of disinflation¬ 
ary economic policy means mourning a concerted 
attack on (he gains won by the working class in the 
preceding decades—the imposition of austerity, All 
governments whether conservative or socialist were 
forced 10 do this in order to keep wages down and 
slash public spending on she social wage (c.g. wel¬ 
fare K free healthcare, services etc .) A! the same time 
tliey exchanged the strategy of 'Eight money" for an 


expansion of credit—a socialisation of dchi as 
opposed i« it-. eradication*, This "helped to decom¬ 
pose the homogeneity of resistance Eo austerity on a 
global scale” by integral ing ports of the working 
data through a credit-sustained boom. The boom 
urled as a neutralising agent hy helping do co-opt 
pKtris nf the lurking clO-ss inio the project Of pros¬ 
perity [for some),™ 

Hie strategy of using the Unions to UOCOmDHEXhte 
the working class was swiftly replaced by one of 
outright confrontation. Thatcher and Reagan were 
initially (he major exponents of this policy because 
they were in the best position to use it. In both 
Britain am! the US the unions had largely contained 
and defused working class militancy but had ihcrc- 
fore inwltincously undermined: (heir own raison 
d'Stir as nieibuEors of ihri militancy and been left 
weakened. In Britain, the reLt ion ship between the 
Labour governments of die "70s .inJ the unions has 
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been caricatured as "beer Lind sandwiches at No, (O' 
indicating iis cemv nature, HoWCTCr, due to their need 
In maintain their role as mediators (and moderate) 
the unions didn't have the foresight m anticipate the 
fools of political and pa]icy influence that they viaf- 
1c red when James CalEaghan wuh ejected from office 
in 1979 and ihe previously friendly car was replaced 
by an implacable foe Though of C0W80 it warn'I the 
union bureaucracy dial bn re the bntnl of the attempts 
Cn impose unemployment and austerity. 

The attack ewi the mast entrenched sectors c*f tlie 
working clfl^ r:j]>idly gathered pace; protracted, bit¬ 
tern lasmg battles were fought tirni by sled workers, 
then miners and printers. The 19R4 miner*' strike 
was a turn mg point in the sense that iJie miners had 
Lrudition&lly been the strongest sector uf the working 
class in the UK their '7-3 muss strike brim gin about 
the d ei wur'iiIt of the Conservative government. 
Although governments in oilier indusErinliscd coun¬ 
tries attempted to an extern to fallow sufi, they did¬ 
n't buve the same degree of success. They lacked ihe 
vigour of Thatcherism because they couldn't afford 
to sacrifice industry la ihe same extent Britain ba<l 
been abfc lo due to the strength and significance id' 
its financial sector. This can be seen for example m 
the comparative lack of collective class struggle in 
this country at present as opposed to France. 

Monetarist ideology promised to "roll buck die 
frontiers of ihe slate'' tin Thatcher's words) and eo 
bring freedom and prosperity for all. The reality 
however was very di fie rent, Deregulation in suine 
sectors ol ihe economy was not mulched by u gener¬ 
alised reireai in oilier ureas of life controlled by ihe 
Male—in fact the reverse was true. A 'free' economy 
ncccssiiuics a sirerigtlicning of the Male, as a defence 
agoinrt ihe unrest provoked by impoverishmeni and 
Ehc tre«j imposition of work. In the U^. restRiciurinjj. 
massive welfare gum und the imposition of workfare 
mi a national basis have been accompanied by a huge 
rise in ihe prison population, the “three strikes" IfiW^ 
and 100.000 new r cops. This is an aspect of gLEihats- 
saiion that same of iis critics appear lo have over¬ 
looked when they bemoan an apparent loss of state 
power to corporations. 

Structural Adjustment: Global Chile 

Two major perspectives exist on the defer crisis, both 
of which share she Assumption thal it is a threat or 
obstacle to capitalist! ikwetopmeiit, For the Right die 
crisis has been viewed as punciitially threaten mg the 
international banking system and 'stable growth' ol 
the creditor economies through default by major 


debtor countrics; hence the need for harsh IMF pro¬ 
graming s to make diem "pay tip". For ihe Lett the cri¬ 
sis and the Right's ‘solulions' to it are seen as the 
main obstacle to die 'development' of “Third World' 
economics, 51 A choice between hard or soft versions 
of capitalism would be no choice at all even if It was 
possible tp th{Ntst\ The fact dial existence in some 
part* of ihe world is less harsh ihan in others d^h not 
mean lhat it is possible eo reorient capitalist develop- 
mem in it “heller" direction through more h demooa- 
cy 1 or wclTmtentioned libenit proposals or cam¬ 
paigns.” The dehf crisis is the result of wlial capital¬ 
ism has beets firm i tf to do in response lo proletarian 
resistance in order lo sustain Its constant need for 
gmwib. expansion and accumulation; it bus been 
used as a "key instrument” In ^shifting the balance of 
fccccs to iis side cm both poles of (he debt relu- 

tion 

Although workers in the West have suffered repres¬ 
sion amt hardship, die faic of the working class in ihe 
'Third World' has been considerably won^e. "the 
result of ibedebt crisis was the t still ongoing) impy 
sitian of SAFs, initially in those countries such as 
Mexico which had threatened to default on their loan 
repayment! and gradually extending to cover almost 
every country® in South and Central America. Africa, 
Eastern Europe und Asia. 

SAPs were ties ised by the IMF and the World Bank 
as a means Ejf reducing inflation, leading to a 
favourable balance of payments, reducing govern¬ 
ment debt, and making national industries more 
efficient and workers more productive. This, it was 
claimed, would inevitably lead to a reduction in 
micrnuiiuiiul debh and acceptance of SAPs win 



Television, according to a Rockefeller 
Foundation project r "is the quickest and easi¬ 
est way to reach large numbers of Africans*,* 
African Sdcfof message videos can have a posi¬ 
tive impact on behaviour change/" 
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required its a prerequisite for In Hire loans or payment 
rescheduling. 

The eonureie iiaeusurcs that SAP 1 ' consist of arc 
essentially modelled on umneturist economist Milton 
Friedman's fqrmuJa for post-Allemie Chile, after 
Piopchcfs 1^73 coup. These include the liberalisa¬ 
tion of iradu: the end of capital controls and the pro¬ 
motion of "free cnierprisc /ones' or export process¬ 
ing zones' (e.g. tlx* 'maquiladora*' in northern 
Mexico), which guarantee favourable financial terms, 
the use of local infrastructures and huge amounts of 
cheap labour power. SAPs also enforce the free enn- 
veftibflhy of national currency, the reduction of gov¬ 
ernment budgets and employment the end id subsi¬ 
dies ror education* health ami subsidence goods and 
the privatisation of state industries.-' 4 

Tinnf Wtn fd gQvemmtttte anr not hriphw .* $ti n-.tf.¥^ 
the demands of global financial vapthti. rather they 
cfcfHwri on m http f w be able Jn re&tfi their own pop¬ 
ulations ,. 

Structuial adjustment (and to a lesser e stent eco¬ 
nomic \MopnH£H T in general) requires inlcmsd 
repression. In Chile ii cost the lives of 30.000 work¬ 
ers. Measures Hlieh as baniUiljJL siudent or^arai sal ions, 
intimidating unions and expanding internal security 
forces have become ubiquitous. In Nigeria the pemtl- 
iv for sabotaging oil production U deaLh- 

Of course this situation lias not just been accept¬ 
ed—resistance has been constant arid ongoing. 
Massive uprisings, rioting and msunrccoons have 
became endemic but go largely unreported m the 
West. In May yml June at the same time as 
Chinese students and army mutineers were being 
mauacTcd as a result of the Tiun&nmcn Square 
protests to the “horror ol the Western world, a com¬ 
parable number of anti-SAP rioters were killed by 
Nigerian security forces during a wave of uprisings 
in the main southern cities ol Lugos H Bcmlel and Port 
Havcciun- "Crowds of student^ women and the 
unemployed jointly confronted the police and burned 
many government buildings m die ground. I n BendeE 
the pnwm wps ransacked, hundreds of prisoners 
were set tree and food was con li seated from the 



Finance Minister SfogJTs bargaining position 
with the IMF as seen by the Pioneer. 

sider 'Britain' for example us an exploiter* since it is 
quite clear that m any given nation state the popula¬ 
tion do hoc limply exist as equal citizens with com¬ 
mon unifying interests. To talk of rich and poor 
nations obscure* the reality that the rich and po« 
exist within nations. -Such foniiuluiian* implicitly 
assuiiiL- that everyone in the industrialised countries 
is rich and everyone in the "TIkird World p poor. The 
ruling classes in the “Third World' obviously don't 
hear an equal amount ol the burden of debt as jiens- 
auls or worker** (if they hear any at all—Mobueo the 
ex-president of Zaire siphoned off an estimaied SK 
billion, Suharto, ex-dictator of Indonesia* SMS bil¬ 
lion ). and arc as rich m the nch in the West; con¬ 
versely pfoUarlinn in die We*t cm mm be equaled 
with the bosses and the slatci. 

Although the population of the 'Third ViforkT bad 
suffered the c Heels o| economic 'development for 
some lime previously, the nusKnuglii precipitated by 
ihc imposition of austerity measures m (be NBOs 
was much worse. The need co increase exports and 
CUt spending inennt a o irresjnsilding decrease in liv¬ 
ing Hfandands. 

In countries such m Mexico and Brasil wages have 
been cut in real terms (Le, Wages have stayed (he 
same or risen less than the rule of inflation, so the 





prison pantry mu! later distributed to the hospitals 
where patients notoriously starve unless they can 
provide their own food."^ 

The general effect of SAP* on proletarians has 
been nothing short til devastating, whilst those in 
positions of power have in general continued to 
directly or indirectly benefit m a variety ol ways. For 
this reason il is as implausible to mlk of “India 1 or 
'Brasil' being exploited ns countries ys it Is to cun- 


amount thal can be bought with them gets progres¬ 
sively less) by between a third and a half since the 
dehi crisis begun, whilst malnutrition him become 
endemic us food prices have soared. In A1 rid the sit- 
nation Ls far worse with many ureas on the verge of 
mass suffvnfiofl. 

For those reliant on subsistence farming the picture 
ii also bleak- the need to grow cash crops to 
exchange for hard currency tie. dollar* j has mm* 
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■iivcJy accderaied m ongoing process of Ibreing 
pciisanl [miners ofl she must fertile lands ulid ei Eller 
iniu urban poverty or on lu pour quality land dial 
provides increasingly marginal returns. The greatest 
example of this is the practice of dumping lundles* 
peasant s in ninfaitsi areas where once the trees arc 
cleared the soil quickly becomes infers de. Tilts has 
happened, for example, in the western provinces of 
Ha a sik such m Rundoma und in die lEidoncsum 
provide of Weal Papua. iSce "Rumble in die Jungle, 
ibis issue of DoD<) 

Rapidly increased envirimmental desiruchou such 
dcforcMuiion. soil erosion h poIhuioEi, mining and 
od exlraekinn is a funhei mii-.isnienceof she debl cri¬ 


sis, The drive to maximise exports at all rans has nnl 
had the dess ret) cETcci—the price h of primary cum- 
modules have plummeted as she world marker has 
been saturated by ibe prince of "Third World" 
economics m competition with each other, 

Even ihnse countries which didn't accrue missive 
debts have heen badly effected as they cue also 
dependent upon the export of primary products and 
arc l ben of course subjected to the IMF's own special 
remedy. 

It has been estimated dial hetween 19H2 and 19^1 
an incredible SL345 billion has been transitrred 
from Lhr "South’ into the cullers ni stales, kinks mid 
linancm! inhibitions in Ihe 1 North' 


V. 1990—? Global Finance Capital, Crisis and Yet More Struggles 


So despite having lnsEh numbers and organisation, 
workers wen unable to win aguiiisl ll con slant ly 
mobile opponent from their defensive position. Nm 
even the most entrenched atid militant sectors of die 
class eosald hold mil indefinitely as they became sur¬ 
plus m requirements. Labour is only as strong as it is 
necessary—' M f bey lost because the economy 
deprived them of their function which is iheir social 
weapon: Nothing will fftfee capital to hire labour 
which is nol useful to th ,,J * Nothing is immune to the 



pressures of world trade as itoc collapse of state cap¬ 
italism m ibe former Soviet Union showed The 
sutne market forces that were making tkotlliilUs 
redundant in Liverpool or fkiroti were busy smash¬ 
ing tile 1 Chinese walls 0 that blocked the flow of 
money and commodities into Moscow. 

IE the fids showed the power and jutoriomy of 
deregulated global finance capital, what new 1 devet- 
opmcnis have occurred since and how should wc 
understand them"? Although in the light of the recent 
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Thfc 1984 miners s trike—never before had so many caps been on 
th? streets and many alleged that same of them were troops. 
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crisis n would seem that capitalist triumphalism and 
preelaTnalmns of a L New World Order" were some* 
what premature, it is ten a inly true that global 
finance capital and its ideology of nc-O-liberalism are 
currently growing in self-assurance and audacity, 
although now with a degree of' trepidation. This is 
reflected in a variety of ways, one of which is the 
preoccupation in oppositional (and mainstream) pol¬ 
itics \\ ith glEiSialisatkifK nee-liberalism, tree untie 
arid an almost bewildering array of 
acronym^ representing supra- 
national organ ifttlions such 
as the WTO i World 
Track Organisation) and 
the 1 MF ilnfcrnational 
Monetary Fund), or 
trade agreements like 
GATT 41 be General 
Agreement urn Trade 
anti Tariffs), NAFTA 
(the North American 
Free Trade Agreement) 
or the (now defunct) 

MAI (Multilateral 
Agreement on 
Investment). 

In mainstream pol¬ 
itics glnbaliKatinn is 
talked of in terms of 
accepting irre¬ 
versible new ecooorn- 
ic realities and con¬ 
straints and is a scape¬ 
goat for unpo|HJI or poli¬ 
cies. In OppOfitUttnal and 
grasgimiB polities, rcsis- 
lance to gluha lisa linn 
has been aiJnplcd as a 
cent rat ca m paign ing 

issue, Sli if would seem to be quite im pun mil to try 
lo understand the changes and strategies that lie 
behind the acronyms and capitalist propaganda. In 
order to be able to resist wc have in ^knowledge and 
develop an understanding of the new lines of attack 
being taken against us and of the ways in which die 
relationships between stales* capital am! class have 
changed Wc have to go beyond die banalities offered 
by "off lire peg" analyses from leA/bbcnd academics 
who use the same categories :lh«i assumptions as the 
capitalists from a negative perspective -they under- 
siand the world in the same way, merely believing it 
needs a bit of tinkering with to set it rig hi, 
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The anti-gUihai Nation orthodoxy holds that recent 
changes in the global economy constitute a 
significant and possibly definitive break with the 
sinrelwres and forms that have until recently ctiaroc- 
tensed capitalist socicly. They argue (hat although 
the worM market for commodifies, capital and 
money has been in exigence far Severn! centuries* 
since the early 1970s the framework for the produc¬ 
tion, consumption and exchange of commodities and 
money has undergone a fundamental change. 

Previously this took place on a nation¬ 
al or niiliomiMmpcriiti ha* is. 
bui now Iran x national corpo¬ 
ration^ bunks mid supr.ma- 
ltonal agencies such a* the 
World Bank, the I Ml and 
I he WTO are * delinking' 
i beiTkse lves from pot i c teal 
attach me nls Its their 
nation-state 'hoiTli^. They 
have "dclcrrifori Allred' and 
'globalised' themselves and 
as ti consequence have tile 
capacity to move capital, 
money and expertise at will 
lo the places which offer 
the highest returns. In tan¬ 
dem the "legal and finan¬ 
cial framework for ihis 
global capacity for move¬ 
ment and integration htis 
been slowly hm definitively 
put into placer" And "con¬ 
sequently nation suites, 
provi ne i ul govern men ts, 
municipal i ties. Ineal 
offltilfljft and labour unions 
are now increasingly helpless in 
comrollilig the movement of capital, 
money and jobs 11 lo the extent that 
workers and citizen^ con ne longer rely on un 
increasingly powerless "democratic government" to 
fig til their corner . 311 “Corporations Rule the World", 
as David Korten pm it. 

Although this interprelalinn of our present situa¬ 
tion is premised op a number ot deeply Hawed and 
naive assumptions, which obscure more chan they 
re veal r we shouldn't in response be tempted lo 
downplay the significance of change in recent years. 
To do so would he lo fail fa recognise ihe impor¬ 
tance Eif globalisation ru a strategy atlcmpting to 
fully integrate as mucfl of the world"* population a* 
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possible mco die rupimSist mode of prEHt(i?Uon. For 


thtysc already integrated, it "'naturalises the market 
jind ihe economy Id such an exit-nl ituu it prcscins 
the latter j» an autonomous force to which we must 
bow/' “111 is is however only nn apparent autonomy 
because I he economy CAT! only he autonomou.H to the 
extent that humans give up iheir autonomy and their 
freedom to create their own condition* of life,** 
Gloyisytion is not an unstoppable objective 
process hui a strategy which could in principle be 
halted. 

Finance Capital and the 
Speculators 

The exponential growth m monetary and Ei nuncio! 
marfccis h uedcniAle; estimates of ihc daily value 
of t run suctions Oti the foreign ciehunge markets in 
Mew York, London and Tokyo alone vary from S 6 S 0 
hilln.ni up Its a LnlHun dollars. The transactions ire 
largely composed of currency speculation aimed m 
making a proiil from the movement of exchange 
rales. Given the sums invulved, even smalt devia¬ 
tions in the rate of interest or other factors can cause 
huge flows of money which in turn affect exchange 
rales .mil! liiusc economic difticullicS forihc 'victim' 
government, problems passed on in (he form of 
hardship, spending cuts etc. This pro will of money 
being made Item trading in money has sometimes 
been wrongly called a 'casino economy', or os in the 
June 18 th publicity, a 'game 1 . Even the most 
abstract and seem mg I y savagely pointless capitalist 
jcLi vines e\isl in j material and mki:sI copsIcv! ll is 
noi sufficient to merely point out Ebe effects ol cur¬ 
rency xphCtditkm—the question of who nr wfoal is 
the target nlu has to he naked. Speculation is direct¬ 
ed at those countries whose domestic policies are in 
Mime way incompatible with global coitipctitivity 
require men Is. i.c. Ehdsc who have not made 
sufficient [iLtempt* In SLlbjuguLe nr eo-opl Workers nr 
who display arty weakness by bowing to pressure 
ever enncmltimg public finance and social expendi¬ 
ture. 

Those countries which have tie gun a 4 healthy 
restructuring" program are rewarded with currency 
futility iind the loyalty of the speculators. For pro¬ 
letarian?!, however, the choice between the two 
financial regimes is a false tune: what is mu lost 
through iiiMerity measures is lust through uncm 
pluymerit and ineume eiOLlmu influtiurt, Most peo¬ 
ple experience ihc economy t whether global, nation¬ 
al nr local l not as a source of opportunity bul of con¬ 
straint. 


The Globalisation of Production 

The process of restructuri ng in the West wh ich led lo 
the movement ot production facilities to the ‘Third 
World’ where lower wages and a greater intensity of 
work can be imposed has already been described. 
'Free-export /ones * created by "Third World" gov¬ 
ernments coni in ue in increase in s'wc; lolal employ¬ 
ment id Mexico's - moquiltidC»W has grown from 
I 10.000 in 19K0 to 500. fWK> in 1992. In Asia (South 
Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia etc.) about TlXXOOO are 
employed hi similar '/ones". 


Kicking it off In Korea 



A South Korean student delivers a flying 


kick at riot police shields fn Seoul during a 
demonstration demanding the resignation 
of President Kim Young-$am t April 1 996. 

It wu*. priniitrily ihc Si unit Kortiirt strike wove ol 
' 9 r >-' l )7 iti.Lt spjitkBl ftll the Asi:tn crisis or 1997. 
Mill inns of workers went mi strike to oppose nco- 
hheratism before the grim ga/e of u nucle»r^tnvKd 
I'S occupation army. In June "95 Pres idem Kim 
Young-stun warned that n planned strike at a mhic 
owned telephone company would he akin i« "an 
attempt to overthrow* the state ". But that was mere¬ 
ly the beginnings December and January 1996- 
'97 **aw ihc largest series of strikes and walkout in 
South Korean history, involving hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of workers pretesting against the new labour 
legislation introducing casualtsuiaon and blowing 
compands to lay oil' und fire workers rnore cosily. 
A general strike was called on January 15th 
1997—tMXUMMJ workers downed tools. Over the 
following three weeks, the wave of Mrikes "cost' 
South Korean corporations over S3 billion in lost 
production, 

SiHirrci Mkfmgtu Notes No, 1 1 (3 997). pp, 41 -44 
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social organ ifillfOfi* 
with global Lsution 
|l giving ihu market, 
\ multinationals 
a and supra- M 
1 W national ffL 


SocshI eonflici Lind siruggle t-iiso continue to 
increase t between 1989 and 1993 Malaysia saw a 
350% Increase in site number nf working days lost 
through official strikes alone), with sonic enterprises 
already being forced to relocate wiihin the 'Third 
World', for example from South Korea in Indonesia. 
For the Asian testate indiisirie* this is particularly 
easy as ““the clothing industry uses Little capital and 
is very mobile. All you need is a shed, some sewing 
machines, und lots of cheap nimbler fi^gcri/" 311 The 
strategy for creating an internalional division of 
labour, globally subdivided accord me iu compara¬ 
tive costs is ongoing- Labour-in tensive jmMluctiofi 
which require^ relatively I title cupit-ii is destined ti*r 
low wage areas, whilst production which requires 
supliindOKcd tcehwilogics and services is located in 
those areas which offer a suitable structure and envi¬ 
ronment I itiljsi often the West >. The factory' becomes 
ilie global factory. Consequentially* La the extent lhal 
production is stilt based in transnational enterprises' 
"home countries \ the bfiTgalnlog power of better 
paiil domestic workers becomes ihrcatened and dis¬ 
ciplined. It is worth considering in this context the 
extent to which transnational corporation* ate actual¬ 
ly global r They may have operations in a number of 
different countries nnJ regions of the world, but the 
vast majority remain firmly based in their countries 
of origin in terms of the control of operations. 
Executive boards and manage mem styles remain 
(irmly national, as dsxrs (he control of research and 
development. It is Milt completely possible to talk of 
*nalionul capital' or 'British capital 1 etc. 

Capital and Nation States 

One of the most common themes running itirunghmn 
bnU-globuN nation polities is ihe idea that the spile 

and the market are two 
opposed forms of 

. Bt *j| ■ui'f dfc ■ 


bodies 'power over the slate w ith a resulting lots of 
Sovereignly' and 'national autonomy' 1 ^ .State and 
capital arc not opposed to each other. 11 anything, the 
Opposite is true—they exist in u eontradiclory 
uaify —they are differentiated forms of domination 
Within the relations that constitute the social order 
states oppress their imputations 14*1 much us manage¬ 
ment exploit 1 Iil'Lj winkers. Capitalism lives and 
thrives im tensions and antagonisms; the central one 
being between capital and Labour il constantly tries 
ip escape from insubordinate workers bui needs them 
to he able to expand Another tension is ihut between 
the needs of national states arid the needs of global 
capital- The fact that a particular state will Nome- 
time \ net against some capita list enterprise or oilier 
docs nothing to disprove the central point llial there 
are no Males ar national governments wliidi don't 
"ultimately derive their revenue and power from cap* 

ilsL*w 

As the Importance of money capital has grown, the 
relationship between terri tonally fixed slates and 
globally mobile capital ha^ changed eorrv‘i|>Li]idi]ig- 
]y 4 It is essential for nation stales to he able to altract 
and retain capital within 1 heir borders, Hence nation- 
a] policy, through a combination of economic and 
social policy, co-option and enforcement is aimed at 
increasing their chances. The success of ihesc poli¬ 
cies is dcpcndeni upon establishing the conditions 
for expanded growth nn a world scale. However par¬ 
ticipation in the financial summits and trade agree¬ 
ment* dial facilitate this growth carries the risk of 
economic disadvantage lor particular nation state?.. 
Tkh is where the conlliel between "globiT and 
"national" economic interests lies, not in un opposi¬ 
tion between linnnee eapilal and corporations (or 
even more dubiously "foreign capital) un Hie one 
side and national or local economies on Hie other. 

The increase in I he numbers and scope ol 
trade agreements (GAIT* NAFTA. 
Maastricht etc.) and international 
regulatory bodies (the WTO, IMF. 
World Bank) is not soiTteibing 
lhal has happened against the 
of national Males hut in fact 
In in many ways a ""stele-led 
initiative whose primary 8 asm 
1 h to restructure capita i/I ybunr 
relations.,"’^ The preseni glob¬ 
al ^composition (us opposed 
iu r/f-cnmpvwiJkm) ol natiuil- 
al slates tends to vtiitutu'e 
state power. A him nigh their 
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mom for it«Miocuvfa over monetary and tin uncial 
policies has been limited, ihtrir role an the poking 
sli-kJ planning of labour power lias become ever more 
imptvtffllL Far from being outmoded or bypassed, in 
the global order nation stoles are as uS they 

ever have hetn. A centra] theme of this s-tiitc re- 
organisation is a generalised shift of re^ponivibility 
sm its international regimes! and 'independent 4 , 'polit¬ 
ically neutral 1 organisations i in the sense of tefi/right 
parry politics), which amounts to an apparent de- 
politidoalkm of some areas of decision making. Hie 
first thing that Gordon Brown did after becoming 
Chancellor ol the Exchequer was to hand over 
responsibility for rnmicmry policy 10 ihe Bank of 
England* Similarly, membership of the W“|C) [if the 
ERM (European Exchange Rate Mechanism) allows 
governments to plead helplessness in the face of 
'external commitments aral la di vert the Marne for 
unpopular policies." 

Trade Agreements and 
Supra-national Organisations 

There are a large number of international agreements 
and bodies m existence: clw best known in terms of 
globalisation arc the WTO, the IMFAVorid Bank, 
GATT a NAFTA and the indefinitely postponed MAE. 

NAFTA was implemented on January 1st 1994, a 
date also marked by the Mart of I be Zapalistu upris¬ 
ing in Mexico, I is provisions are very similar Co 
those which were to have been contained in die MAI. 
which would have applied globally and included nil 
myjar economics as few if any would Have taken the 
risk of heing rendered comparatively uncompetitive, 
NAFTA effectively cJWtffi* a bcrdertetES economic 
m ne in North America cncompift&ding, C'klkUdL iht 
US and Mexico, As well lls hemg an igrcenlcnl mi 
the froe trade of good! and services it also gives 
ivtucnlivcs to companies wishing to iipemlc within 
the ihrcc coturtrics and mnuives barriers m foreign 
investment. The Mayan Indians m Chiapas describe 
a as a “death ttnience" because it means further 
exploitation and poverty on top Of their already dire 
ritual ion, 

The WTO was created nt the 'Uruguay RoUFid' 

1 19Bt>- , 94) of GATT negotiations in order to regulate 
inlcmtfOfud trade and settle disputes, One of the 
mam land most reviled) requiremertiv for member¬ 
ship of the WTO (or being a signatory to NAFTA), is 
that tiny national laws or regulations ienvironmental 
and labour legislation,. for example, or the banning ol 
certain toxic products) which obstruct 'free trade" are 
open to legal challenge by the diadvantaged parly 
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France 1995 



A CGI delegation leads a march during the 

general strike . 

Two million people [in the streets burning Roman 
candles, waving red and blnek banners. and singing 
the ftitematUwrtir.r', A strike, spreading like 
wild lire from one sector io anticher through sank 
and tile delegations,.. The switching ol'electricity 
on to cheap-rsnc by striking workers... Rioting 
coal miners... Shock waves reverberating through¬ 
out Europe* echoes in Germany and Belgium.,. 
And a feeling that anything is possihk.,. 

In May *95, the French government. under pres¬ 
sure from the foreign exchange markets, had 
announced a package of welfare cuts—the so- 
called Tuppi plan 1 —but the markers were juu 
going to have ii ah their own way... 

In December 1993 over a million people 
throughout France deroofustrated again si Juppe's 
austerity measures. This was n clear attack on the 
new post-Maastricht Europe of austerity and cut 
hacks, lhc movement of winter "95 tamed buck 
the proposed nco-liberal reforms and seemed to 
offer die possibility of real social change. This was 
die biggest challenge to date against European cap¬ 
ital’s attempts to destroy the post-war settlement 
and to undo all the hard-won gains Of the earlier 
decades of struggle. 

'"Will the Law of Economies condemn us to Uds7 
Lcfs smash ihe laws! So that wc can struggle 
speak to each other, and imagine other ways of liv¬ 
ing together. We must lake buck the time that wage 
slavery has stolen fmm us. Long live ihe GENER¬ 
AL STRIKE! A country which is entirely on strike 
is a new world shaping ilwlf! 1 —French strikers. 
1995 ^ 
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through she WTO and the possibility of suctions or 
fines being imputed us punishment if ihcy ate nui 
removed. Whilst this horrifies those who naivety 
cling Co the belief that control by national govern- 
memls is preferable because it is; 'accountable 1 us 
opposed to control by die faceless urcetected (Shock! 
Horror!) bureaucrat at the YVTO t die reactions of 
those in power are particularly lei I Lug and oddly 
enough they don't seem to share this concern. During 
the recent banana dispute the US government, acting 
un bcha(f of US corporations who account for over 
of banana imports into Europe* requested that 
the WTO force (he European Union (EU) to revoke 
favourable serins grained to producers in fornrKr 
i -iribbeiii-i colonics. Simultaneously the US imposed 
huge tariffs -on a range of economically marginal 
products such as Scottish cashmere, whilst wailing 
For the WTO to curry out its rule u-S adjudicator in 
trade disputes. The WTO panel decided that the BU"s 
protecttonism was a barrier tu competition and 
imposed a tine. The British government despite 
being the targci of US sorictioifr seemed generally 
unconcerned (although at did mike u show of 
'defending' the insignificant parts of British industry 
that bad both affected), pointing out that what was 
leas! in some areas would be gained in others by using 
the process iai reverse. The slate will always protect 
the ijiicreofs id captia lists. a function ii will fulfil 
either dcimcraJtkally or dictatorial I y. 

Too much of the time ami-global isutlcm amounts to 
an appeal to the stale to Lake account oE the wishes ui 
some ol ics ‘citizens' and return to the good old days 
ot social democracy and national sovereignty when 
the nation siaic protected uv against die worst excess¬ 
es of (he corporations, Aside ffmn “being a grotesque 
distortion of reality, these sort of calls Lind com-* 
plaints Lire quite m mply read ionary and slum Id he 
challenged m all possible opportunities.^ States and 
governments arc complied in the pmecss of globali- 
salion. We should be understand this and aci accord- 
ingTy. 

Corporate Rule? 

Fifty-Ore of die hundred largest economics in the 
world are mmsimBoaol corporations. Tlie combined 
sales of Kurd and General Mutnrs are bigger than ihe 
combined GPP of all Sub-Saharan Africa. 3 * 
Statistics such as these are said to 'prove* thal c& Jr* 
ftowaiiims mk over us, as opposed to capital and the 
Male. (Although il should he pui hlcd out I hat liberals 
probably would nn-1 sec the stale as being against us 
hut rather corporations us being uguinsi the state 


which is supposed cu represent us as free and equal 
Citizens ^Corporations Lind capitalism dn mu amount 
lo the same thing. Whilst u is undoubtedly hue that 
corporations arc capitalist. capitalism is not neces¬ 
sarily corporate. 

Corporations are the dominant form in w hich capi¬ 
talism exists ai present, hue capitalism is not a thing 
or a legal entity—it is a htH ti'if rrhiium between peo¬ 
ple, whereby ihe vase majority are Forced to sell their 
labour-power in order to live. Small businesses Lire as 
Capitalist as the larged transnational corporation. 
The fact (hat ii would he strategically nonsensical to 
direct onr el Fori*, against small businesses which 
wield relatively lrule power and influence shouldn't 
me; in Mu I wc see them US belter or as mi islcermilive 
to 1 corporate power'. Capita) always seeks to expand 
whatever form il is in. All huge enterprises Marred 
off as small ones: Sain slimy's, for example, started 
out as a single grocer's shop. 

Capitalist social relations impose i hern selves 
across the whole oF society: there is no escape to be 
found in any activity toftdl or gtobal which re pro* 
duces wage labour and exchange value. The sad real¬ 
ity of loci] businesses is ihat they're hoe progressive 
"altcmalive-s' and in fad lend to he run by petly- 
minded shrivelled Hi tiler [yrunl*. who think they’re 
free because they re "iheif own boss", content with 
their island of Illusory dictatorship, where power is 
reduced to short-changing Use customers, Regardless 
o( their longings for some fantasised former simplic¬ 
ity and local autonomy, regardless M the fact that 
they may cull themselves Lmurdiisis and may «f- 
lainly moan about central govcrnirenE Lind hig busi¬ 
ness, Ehey identify with iheir present meant ol sur¬ 
vival and nlmom invariably cull ihe cops when their 
niche within capitalist society is threatened, for 
example by looting , 

As Gillen l>auv£ Mills poinEed oul+ The law of profit 
has nothing io with rhe action of a lew big capitalL sbs 
or multinationals and gel tiny ihe world we want does 
not mean ridding ourselves of fat cigar smokers 
wearing fop huts at horse races, Whai matters is not 
ihe individual profits made by capitalisLs, hue (he 
constraint, the one minion, Imposed upon production 
and society by ibis system which dictates how to 
work and what io consumer Tlie whole demagogy 
ah; nit rich and poor and “big" and "small" merely 
confuses the issue. 

The abolition of capitalism does not mean taking 
money From the rich, nor rcvoltrtiotmrits distributing 
il io (he poor, but the suppression of the totality of 
monetary relations > 
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VI. The Present Situation 



The supposed triumph of ilie ‘global economy 
seems, to have turned out to lx* rather jj hollow vicu> 
ry. Il M!i-ins ill :ii struggle is once again resurgent liTeci 
m Ichm a decade of relative dormancy. Behind she 
calk of ‘monetary instability \ "had Eojiais asid trading 
practices' and warnings by Imanders such ;iy. f il-lulu: 
Sotos about the dangerous Tragi lily of she Him in ml 
.system lies the reality that the ultimate source of the 
pnc-seni erisi* is not transgressions and mistaken by 
bankers and speculators bm the reduction of profits 
by class Struggle* Hie Zapallsla Uprising m ! 994 tbuc 
throw Mesial and NAFTA into cnsis t the general 
strike in Prince in December 1995 which blocked 
planned social welfare cut?; and austerity 
and ihe South Korean workers' season of general 
strikes from December 1/996 lo March 1997 that 
sparked oil ibe Asian crisis and ended I tie myth id 
the ’tiger economics' and the boundless profits co he 
made tn "emerging markets arc just a few examples,, 

Wliai lI'.k-s ibis li 11 mean fur Hie future? Mjis cupb 
laliim bilten dfi more lhan ii c.;ni chew ir its at tempi 
to fulfy subjugate the vast majority of the world's 
population tn the role of money? 

The virtual collapse o:l I be Russian economy amt 
the financial meltdown iai ibe F ; ar li-usi have shown 
how rapidly lhe iy&tcrn can plunge inm crisis, [fihe 
latest resurge nee in struggle in various forms turns 
inlo a concerted global offensive, then the abandon¬ 
ment of social democracy and the vub>oqutni lack of 
any means id acLomimidaie working class needs miy 
prove to have been an error on the pari of the ruling 
class. The contemporary weakness of the old social 
democratic forms of mediation ^ueh as the unions 
opens the possibility for struggle oufsidc and against 
their malign influence- In this contort it is possible to 
sec a ccnain awareness amongst capi(alibis of a pm~ 


siiblc future need to re*incorporate elements of 
’social just ice r into the system in order 10 contain 
class struggle—a point alluded to by George Soros 
w hen be warned Lbat "the umnhihiicd pursuit of self* 
inicrchE |which is| not tempered by the rccognhkm of 
common interest" 1 will spell disaster for the sy,stem. ,T 

Set against ihc background of a rising ride of 
rnitionulism and racism 1 some of which is directed 
against giohulisatiank our st niggles have to be inter- 
Dei lofted and iniernutionultaf. recognising both 
national slates and capital—in whatever Form—ns 
our enemy. Alter ibe next stock market crash, h U 
entirely pt^K^rhlc- lhal Opportunist politicians will 
start coming oul against globalisjnon and dc-regu- 
fated markets, with Elic effect of co-opling and neu¬ 
tralising those radient ilmVcitlCElls which also situate 
themselves against it. What wl- are smuggling for is 
nos a rot am lo some form of g lobal social democrat¬ 
ic consensus, a redislribuiioni of wealth or a “sustain¬ 
able and participatory civil society without bor¬ 
dersI e is questionable whether permanent 
reforms are any longer possible—let alone desirable. 
The only option now left available to us is the com- 
piece abolition of capitalist social relations. 

Notes 

t. The Ku^i,m rvYululicm, despite bfEnf uilltfl ^mmuniil 1 , 
lumni <mii ilk be Anything h\*\ Iikm^k. 1 iif developing in in 

_J 11 r I L.i_| I n .1 fc L % I il IEl'l'LMII i r II WLL\ iJl'l lTMIliJ h>‘ ChlT L-| IILJ ^L’ISUl' S«t 

a new *ei uf ruler* who p**v.-fu-ii iU3 Uu 1 cw^nEml upset* of 
c.ipn.ili«l wKH'Ihv e g. l.ih^ir. mnney umH c.ipiUi) jwcii- 
anulaLfcnn tin m Inferior fien) and lUthketJy eni^h^l my 
jiiiffLi(M'K ii' lLu nwuy viiili eCictmi. tile Kumvijidi mutineers' fi*i 
l l Sii hiplf wgn Inld hj Tmtaky Uni unless they reMnned 

vairk ... ihoy would be '"dmt tkiwn like par- 

They Held im whu *lm% prcdurriihlr 
qucium. The vkw aiule \*ji* ba-^d im u daKK cirttipfiiini-^ >H 
pUirjirlml employment, noi having ut wtuk 00 hard, btil 1 
uImi iilllc- ilk tile shuflK 3 k l mliIlI tie MamrnDiS up il^: 'ynu pte> 
[l-ih 1 in puy t pftifnd to wOd 1 

2. ^The struggle of ixiwers constiiulrd tor ihr majiagemcnE Lit 
thr sanip witio-cciMKiinic ^yslem is ili^mnflUFd a* rhe 
Lifflefaid aittKUdkn, but ii U in taa pan os' ibe real unity— 

i ifi a lu^iEd ku3c il% well m wiitiiEi cvfty natfc nn " ij^Kird— 
Society vf Spri tarfr (LoDdaik ISlock and Rfd, 19SS,).. 
Ehfvis No, 

Humhani—"Capquii. Crifls ajid [nEtmuTouJ SeoK 
System , In (iMpo! Capital. Start tmS tht PtfNtici 

qf Money* ^nwr L^inir-fcld ,intt Jdsbn Kfiibwjiy (E& h 
[ Luildutl, ly^.p. I Oh 

4 .. Atoffttltrfi Nu. 7 4 p. 14 

5 . fiandanl'—T 7 w Potilicai Eranwnv of fthpr-tftr 1 

kcrtmtiriMliatT iL.lie'ilUtm, IWUJ, p. HKI QuuEirlg iiilbifd. 

Advisor to tht US OepLurmiMil uf Cnrnmfrtr. 

r> l^inefeW—Monctsdun and Crista, kn Buuefdd ^Bolk^ay 

imeh p. >5 
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Animal Antics 

Beasts Go Ballistic! 


■\ cup In charge of mounted oflteera had h: s 
£18,000 car Immpled lie a Middtesborough game - by 
li hjHniketl police hqr^e/ Dully Afirn*r r 29/1/9 lM 

The hi 1 Milt of the cmmtry + s lu iiffit s> stem is ncider 

ihreal tciday tom nihbih*. The animals have been 
undermining the Bend! tv Office's Central Benefit* 
Record Office in Ctevedon, and ihrongh the 

wires, Pesi com ml have been called in. Wotffceri will 
stage a protest if an attempt is made lo kill the oni- 
mails, flWm 4 Nn\% 2J/M9R, 

+ Thr un 1 ) squirrels litquently remove their place of 
residence, amt it not uuoficu happens shut mn one 
can he seen one winter where they were in mu I it- 
nudes the year before; they go in large bodies, nnd 
when they want la crass a lake or river I hey seize a 
piece of (he bark of :i birch or lime, and drawing it to 
I he edge of ik water, gal up? hi it, and trust them* 
selves io the hazard of (be wind and waves, orating 
l heir tads to serve the purpose of Rails; I hey some¬ 
times farm a fleet ol three or lour thousand, and If 
the wind proves too sirarig. a general shipwreck 
ensue*.., but il the winds.arcfavourable ihey are cer¬ 
tain to make sheir desired port/ The Squirnet Hunters 
of Ohio. or, Gltftopjex of Pioneer Life, N.F. Jones 
(18981, qu&ieii in The Squirrel Jb/r No. 4, June 1997. 

"Fortnn limes reader Penny Boot wrote in with a 
inory about how her friend Diune was batten up by a 
horde of angry squirrel* in Thing ford Cemetery, 
norm-cast London i She was collecting conkers when 
a pack of stpiirrels in one of tlie ehestnmi trees took 
tu hurling horse chcHtnuls + still in their spiky shells, 
ui hen They progressed m vigorously shaking 
branches lo make more fall on her. She retreated, std 
feting eye-watering pain ulcer a particularly large 
chestnut struck her on the bridge of die nose. leaving 
her with u massive bruise which incidc her took ns if 
■dic'd been in « punch-up/ 
litter to Forletm Times 100 , 
in Hit Fortran Times Book 
of Expfottmi* Pigs (1997 J, p.Jl/2. 


(Kin* Norway ■ *A harpooned whale fighting For it* 
Life m mined the Norwegian boat that shot it. break¬ 
ing die vessel’s mast and hurling ewa crewmen, into 
llie icy wafers. The whale escaped, hue it was unclear 
if u survived, the Oslo newspaper Verde ns Gang 
reported Tuesday. Hie two crewmen, one of whom 
suffered crocked ribs, were rescued. According to die 
paper, the whaling boat, the Dnlga. was off Norway** 
northern lip on Monday when il harpooned a mmkc 
whlkp which can grow up to if) foot, in length. The 
whale then rammed the 53 foot long wooden boat, 
The two crewmen, who bad been spatting whales 
from the craw 's msi near the lop of the mast, were 
(brow n into ibe ocean* about 425 miles north of die 
Arctic Circle. ' 

Associated Press, 2/6/98. 

*Ctyhm: Deadly cobras art besieging a house in the 
village of W^ntkLipola, 50 mile* from Colombo. The 
lt-wocc 1 had previously hemcti a cobra lurking anilide 
his door, hut failed lo kill il. The reptile slithered off 
into the jungle. According to Ceylon folklore cobras 
will always seek revenge, nod soon afterward* four 
look up positions around I he house. 

Hie fatniily was forced to leave and employ a snake 
Lbarmer to rid ihem of the visitors. He succeeded in 
catching only two. Hardly had the owner moved 
hack to his home when four cobras appeared ami 
look up siege positions once more." 

Sunday Express* J0//7/72. 

* "It is nol ii p mbit in at 

ju*[ one police station* 

Kals In almost alt Ibc sta¬ 
tion* are consuming 
con n try -made 1 iqiior,™ 1 

Mohmdra Such eta, I 
Delhi's Deputy Com 
niissioner of Police 
told re por t e r s , "1 have Je \ 



A trawler off N«rway was vunfc by herring* While 
the catch was being hauled in, the herring suddenly 
Jived For the bottom* lifting the [Irani f of die boat 
out of (he waier. The crew were reached by another 
trawler, the captain said I hat in 50 years he had 
«vff seen anything like it. Ruith 4 News, &/1/9M. 


drunken 
rats playing 
an my table 
and chair during 
the night* but 
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could fkH da nmylhiny." Speaking in Jafrirpur Kalan 
Police Station. Commissioner Suchcta elaboraTcd on 
ihe problem, ^In (he otd days, people kepi I heir illic- 
ii btmzc in bottles, hut recndtly ihey began u.sing 
plastic pouches, which are much cheaper. WJien we 
confiscate tl. we store it in die station, but rats and 
mice can easily tear ihe pouches open and drink the 
contend. The results arc disgusting Tipsy rodents 
are absolutely fearless, and they ignore all tEteoipt® 
by the police 10 drive them «w«y In some eascs h the 
creatures become addicted, and turn violent and go 
on a biting spree when they find no booze. Here at 
JjJnrpHf Kuhn, we decided to combat the menace by 
cuds!mg h cut, iLtiLI selling it loose on the rats. At first 
tins plan succeeded, because [Jus ruts were loo drunk 
lei resist, hul lately the cat has begun eating the 
rodent® and becomes drunk himself. After a while, 
he jusc daggers ah mi, unabk to deal with the 
remaining vermin, ft h getting qiil ol hand. 1 ini con¬ 
sidering resignation/' 1 Gulf Times' 2J/I2/V 7, in 
Private Eye WZ 23/1/98. 

NOT an Animal An Lie; The full Lille of ihi-s 
(nature] reserve - Ravcnglass Dunes and Gullery - is 
now u sad irony, far jJ though the dunes a re still a dis¬ 
tinguishing feature, the fijlllcry is not, In J9H5 die 
bird?, decided dial the level of radioactive pot! ul ion 
from nearby 5c I lafield had reached unacceptable lev¬ 
els. and the huge colony of black-headed gul] and ihe 
four species of heeding tern - sandwich, common* 
arctic and little - all deponed." Wild Britain* Dough *\ 
Bolting. (t vyJJ, pM7/S. |This story tends weight to 
the piers i stein rumours that Sell afield experienced a 
major leak not tong before the Chernobyl disaster m 
l L Ws, ifd used that incident to Conceal the eoncami- 
mition rcsuiting from its own operations. I 

' I bedisfric! forester at Alherton Tableland, Cairns, 
Australia, was recently on his way home when he 
rounded a bend to see a car pulled up in the middle 
of Che road, lie stoppled, and was confronted by an 
enraged driver ’That... that tMltg there! That's what 
did ilp" shouted the driver, painting up the road. It 
emerged ihnt the car hud encountered a 2-meirc-toll 
cassowary standing in the middle of the road. After 
admiring Lhe bird far some lime, the driver iried edg¬ 
ing Inrwprd. The bird sukkI iis ground, so the driver 
blew the horn. The cassowary strongly objected la 
this and funded a kick Thai pushed Ehe car's radiator 
back onto ihc fan, cutting a hole in it. The vicioriou^ 
cassowary strutted majestieully up the road, while 
coolant from the damaged radiator drained uwu^ 


onto the tarmac. Birds one, ears nil.' .V^h Scientist, 
I3/6&8. 

"1 thought you origin be interested to hear about 
bow animals in Japan arc exploiting a Eeehnical loop¬ 
hole that allows min-hu tnan entities to start legal 
actions [Btoody liberals!] All increasing number of 
species ami natural phenomena ore suing develops r\ 
and the Japanese government for environmental 
damage. The 1995 ground- breaking ease was 
brought by the endangered Affiimti mhhjt supported 
by 67 volunteer lawyers, again 11 E wo destructive folf 
courses, Tliis has umpired hen gsx^e further north to 
demand die cessation of u Tokyo ring road ccuiNtruc- 
lion project on the grounds that ii would destroy Eheir 
winter feeding grounds. Kawasaki City is currently 
defending itself against fuses and a coalition of 
i ei vertebrates made homeless by grccn-spacc 
destruction, And Mimfutru Vomashita, whose ongo¬ 
ing campaign tu redlood the flsahaya Lulu I rtat> 
earned him this year\ Goldman 500 environmental 
pitMp is sharing the stand with waders, Inldtcr crabs 
and the Sensui Sea.' i.rsitr to Positive ffrtteufgh] 
NewJt Nil 17. Aulitmn 1998. 

‘Monkeys drove uJTkiuk out of the Public Works 
Department office in Tezpur, North-Eastern Assam, 
in December 1991, and spent 25 minutes destroying 
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in explore ways of getting rid of the 
marauders safely. The agency is. toy- 
3tin w dh the idea of using sprays la 
immobilize the monkeys, then using 
airgLins co swe cljL'i'n away,' 

Observer .fjf/MW. 


■Mi Cmtillk Spie.vs records m ik 
French "Revue Sclents hque' jih.tr | 

At ihe Iboc of the Jura, m ihc Canton of 
Vuudp lhere lives a farmer who raise* 
edible snails (Helix pomaiia), He has 
as many as 50,000 of them at one 
lime, ini anmckwuire surmunded by n 
wMdon fence about 2 feet high. To 
prevent ihe escape of the molluscs (be 


’Thai dog f worrymg the ihwp again 

official dociimenls. [Sound fmnlliiur?]] Police were 
summoned, buc made no m tempi to intervene - the 
holiness factor It.c, veneration for the Hindu monkey 
go ii Hammum] saved (hem again . 1 
D.Pmi m Fortran Times Ab.W, 

August. 1992. 

I’hiiupa nixes at a wild animal park m Narbunni^ 
MHithern Franee attacked a noisy craisCroctHin crew 
ih.it woke ihcoi up, maul mg ont worker m badly he 


cop of the fence is coveted with a 
hoard, the edge of which is armed 
sharp metallic points. Lately (be snails have discov¬ 
ered the means to surmount this hairier. A ninnhci if 
lhem climbed the fence unid ihey reached 4he (op, 
and them forming n sort of ladder, (hose behind 
passed over the shells of the others in front* and so 
all but one got safely over the cop without being 
impaled an the racial points. "This simple story 
proves,* 1 says M. Spiess K "’that the vineyard siiad is 
not without cunning; Ins behaviour in ibis case gives 
evidence of a reasoning faculty such as we Hove 


needed 3d stitches in his face and neck. Anoilkcr 
worker escaped by jumping into a pond ... The work, 
crew had been hung the ceiling of an empty animal 
shelter early Tuesday morning when it irtadvcrtcnlty 
woke up the chimpanffic^ who were in a nearby 
- lather, oMidmls haul. One of (be chimps broke 
UiNHijL'h a window, and seven other animal* followed 
behind. Tlie chimps fell upon die workers, ripping 
open one man’s check and neck ... B ITic chi tups (ben 
charged the park's office building, breaking some 
windows Five employees in the building bid in (he 
w-ilkdn freezer for an hour until firelighters arrived." 
Associated Pm& t8/3/9& 


"Indian officials preparing for purlijmeniury ejee- 
lioo-s have had their efforts hailed by hordes of mon¬ 
keys which have desiroyed equipment in ibe elcc- 
dooi office and LiUi mi dated i he stuff. Delhi's chief 


dederal officer, T.T. Joseph, said the roving simians 
il-iJ ripped the ctinains oil polling booths and pushed 
HiJim- nihcialt inco a corner. " fc Wc are apprehensive 
ika (hey will damage valuable election makuial, 
inch as tlectttra] rolls, paper and stump*, 1 A private 
wearily firm has been hired to protect the stall' and 


never before encountered in his action*? One rnusi 
go very low down (be animal scale so reach the Iasi 
(race of thought and will/ 

Putty Tftegtoph, October Nth tW2. 

‘Our ffiick nf sheep Eire quite conic nc to stay in the 
Held in which they are enclosed—except for iwo 
ewes, and I heir lambs. Nu mailer bow well we chink 
they are fenced in (hew (wo always manage to gel 
out into forbidden pastures. As my husband was yei 
again herding (hem up. a neighbour told him how he 
had watched their HH break out"'. They hud wandered 
all round die fence until (hey came to a weak spot. 
Oncewe (hen pushed her head through but got stuck 
half-way. Sizing up die situation che other ewe (hen 
rushed al her pal from behind and her good 

Lind hard. Site shot through die fence tike a rwket— 
mid the other followed di rough with her hi mbs. Who 
.says sheep don't have brains?’ 

Letter to Svtufoy Express 6/ti/fi2 w 

liig thout going out to: The Duchess, the Virtual 
Prinutivwt, the Pulse Thief and (he Cliffhanginig 
Organic Hicks. 
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The Mother 

by Huong Huong Ly. Vietnam 


%S Iil s n she Jup Ihc tun nek, 
her Iijhe WoS Mil ■ bfWArft 
TixLij heir head id is while a*> Siww 
Trader ihc reach <4 rlhr gum 'he dig 1 
KUid 4is* 

At Hfc|2.hl ihe tnp of ibe [wtneEjje 
chr paM 
Twenty yt’itfv 
jllwayi Ihr Li rat » ,4 WIT. 
tlw jwiridgte m ihe n^lht enfck hmii 
[F ur I Live of the native Lind 
The tihrihdf ' 

she ip her OtJillCTie^, skrtn^h 
iTiricfflJlIJ tSi’h ^wp ftf Iwr children. 
InMne^Mrtih^ n. 4*\I rusi vr Ifim! 
The F-snip 

niusl Jdrt e hi^ prubc* everywhere 
Vima uiil.ithnin.ilik rlllUlk. Mrthrr. 
H nlf vt'lfet'lr dividual under Itu* 
land. 

The 4k.ni v uiiiiL^h iiijic- ihfirr ***n 

IJ|H 

The ViNili ? ir> hnVr e.ii'Em pi itCi 
I rwkir ihr v-eageral bUiW* *he 
nul a WiVfd 

They tipm lheireyti wide 
hul nr? hljnd, 

Ouclly hcadrii live riM^hur rulliiqi-^r* 
lire body h rtu Mime dvin i^urisi* 
flftd wrn*n4j. 

Ifcf while hflk Ex liSte ®r*irw. 

Mf hi 4fie3 mpht ihr rwtise uf picks 
diakci Ihe bnuint uF ihc r.iOl 1 
{'LiLunmi. dWkisVai, li ne lip flflflk il 
Ihe ertemy. 

H?twd by p«iK. iwi iwily 
hOMkle pi^atjcifii piiHJod him 
ImawitHp li our mine l-iiul 
Yesic rnlimh. 

Mi ni hi.. » urn-situ mi*hle 

/ j-fi ■ A 1 1 C'owijJjupi /irwih 

jiji'jrd-f i'jpi|Ij 1 1 1 *■* 1 uns^ve^iAielr/ id >4 
bidiirrr m thr ff*rr if. 



Siiiijc we Marled digging timnrf 
dc knees ill (hr Fairmilc and 
1 1 Lh| thcuia (I) .ml i -rchiul cai rnpv a few 
ynn a^D, ihey have cvnlvftj into 
one of OUT dTcelivfl tikctic*. 


TN* spring ut The Crystal Palm 
eviclionlp. I Wi they lenglbcncd (He 
evicted from 2 id 19 4nySh bolding 
4 i>wn hundreds o| Bceuriu .md 
police, COOteg IhouftlKU. Pigging 
E[Liiih~h 1% ;i labour ill love .md a life 


changing: experience- fcp in lltf 

soil ynu cap almost he.ir the pulsat- 
mg heart of the chilli Rcecmly m 
Aihion Conn. Ep.Mtts the dLgspng 
IhjLs been op lliankh lo pnri4- 

inaLtc dnlh |2)—do irowcU for ua 
tnymorr—but slkll an h L >ur under 
yround can lecl like ik U-iiy Our IK- 
ne% link in dp oiher Ite 

pan. Tn js 1 ^ tmdrf^mmd 10 leave 

Elbe surface world .iikLl hike op ihc 
secret rcnIrtCHKH Often Ln hislnry 
1 i 11 a 1 1.1 ■ l»eeik iktk mere iiketnplubr. Tlie 
key in the success m Else Vle to m ci a 
people's m fij^lkiiEi^ America was 
iheir t50 plui mile* of londeh, 
Thflia Housed h^pltah, kitehens, 
miliUtry wockshops, pnntmg pitiws 
(5 k and allowed covert mnvfmfflt 
■ round n (kViisitaied landscape 
WhQp Ihe napalm burned the forest 
above the restolance below flour- 
itted. The Americans were Icll bal- 
lied (4k The EinlTLMns ioo (EbOk Etp 
ibe EEnck^nnikKl wcsrld as ihcLr own. 
(■vee bQRon opposile page}, Tunnels 
have olwnysi heed a j4«CC of refuge. 
In Turkey in Capa «DoccLa (here es un 
enlirc undergruulhi (own. lOfi mires 
dow'fip [e was u vL-d in ihc 14lh and 
I,Mb I’enlUTic^ tu hulc from ihe 
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.Min Pi I ji^r, (in hi> book ifm*e\i r dwrlteft veiling the Lrilmrn* during Ehtfir 
sEnijiglEr agamM Sii^E US llhrfl USSR Btitiofpbfl rp^imtfv 'Therbock upon 

reaching EWrriht war thr iiluslm ihtJt their were ttf> fieaplr. Then, mtf of the 
(■rtw md then cwfli# h ftaMnjf Urn he *•. tmbmdttg tfre driven, A 

fri Mr tfliufr F/tt&rtfrrf iViPr-P Jj/r.., SjAHtrs fl/ IjjfAl j-ijfJfcrfiJ if/> tfruJ 

htiiS hem rti j ciifj l y jrj^fii A^poiffl Atr^ JiTp/^jm 1 ftjrrr Mefi morning.,* /Ap,v 
d jwrlww prrjy/rf. ?7pr cniWotf out their itmbttshes in the turfy hew nr 

dm! retrieved their dead atui mppkM A^ISste p/ortej -camr of jfirtff JjjMr 
Children wtttt to refund [olWn Inuitid in caves] m Mr tarty evening and farmer.s 
worked ppt their field* by MOOnliftbt, In the dft ajE^NiirAinjf h romjdelc Mown 

had bet f) Mf |Miu]pD4ffl^. At Mr- end r?/ fHfflPTf’fr riruV MinrJEftff/lJ JfrfTHrffIT 

ciflirf Jfripiiw/rfr^, fruufcrjfrf Jfjy Ethiopian pttraehvtex and pummel by ruptured 
Rirfttirtghom-tnade gtntffiiftrir ri , In the ^fljbrtP7 r . wraftam of every nalixmab 
ity. ffrritt KaSo.dmikov riffcjt fa huge artillery fifteen, Wrrr Stripped! Mtuifed and 
duplicated,*, in the B *nrHlt ,fhop\ on mtite Soviet \fiii-2 f bomber, which had 

tfflitid, had been trivetnd rmV guASt backet <r P avetin, kitchen 4 tint Ufa* 
plough*, hath X'Mfr equipment and machine uktIk... in the 'woadmuhfactory' 
xchtxd desks were fanf mn with m W of crutches u mi anifleud itmbx ' Tfcfl fkld 
hmpiUih had to lend! then iiipun'd m 'intuit in dank e nimbi nig tw/nffo .' (Sj 

Mpa|Ul hoariU housing a Uuggering ICHVUME) f>iir i n>r the tie %cc u^-| h iib nl ihc Purl? 
Commune m l H7S riuit^ ravaluHcfurifli escaped death through the As well 

_i% fpLiiA"* ii9 ivhijLl*. 1 .iiriil fChluMm tunnels ;iEsn are umfcjdftf pLice-s In live. Our 
ahL-^lnr-. often Lived underground eiEhii m nuLumlly wtrurriiig tunnels m m.-M Jug 
pm 'Vhc SuturdiEic. Ehc in of Ihe Crimea, hved in iliem. wliilc XfiK^lHin 
ihiU'i.1 Ehiii chi- Aii-iicniiirm ^iIm> IiiclI in wfll likt H limner. I^kirmn ,iml Ehc 1 Sopi -ilsn. 
As rc^cnlly elic Hlh Ccaliny w'hnlt" trt>g]^iic CiilturM ette-ltd «l ihe edges nf 
rfviHfialkrii in^c tlcHHdcan fcnlindi flf Lewjji. HJirria nod U!n—*omt- wiOi hlptih 
cSLPpcd LtcfciiccsCftl. Jl was these ctllcuro Lhiil bor.nnL' Ehc ha»i for tibc gnE^rnc^ 
of cur utyilm. LVrhy^hiiv saw itlc Inn Sft^ vtihft at Hu\1jimi Onu Fncnch visiicr 
rirf'MincJ, 7 irt vititi for tht hiihttatiofis afro many tiabowrfr ftwtiiim with¬ 
out bcift$ abie to .trt so much av n rrmtige when nr length 9 thr whale 

mhe. Hie sv many nttdrx. had /firmed their residences under^raand 1 . Today Ihou- 
*iuttJs nrhomck-s^ live umJcr York—bi a luhr>nth of m^EfO. Uthlfillc and sjtwei 

Eimncls (7>. Orvc oflhcfflODp tfcw mii^ie of lunnek thu^: 7/ seeps thnniph four 
tm ttndyour *kin. 9t !i /jIv u hHtf with nttthiiift to hold you, an tmdrrsUitniinK, It ‘,i 
like when the stars fifl your eves wtth their light* ttnd theyjlli ym*r e?rijmr\e,t\. The 
itsme ctmrteelunu 1 TuimfS-i ure a great tactics Hid ama^iniB, ajjnosl magical, places 
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3 Typical Viet Cong tunnel complex 1960-70 
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Leave it to Beaver! 

Rodents on the Rebound 


Hot nil the hooves of iH lrt Tusks We Tmxi' (see DoO 
No. 7. p.9} comes evidence of beavers cfficupi ng from 
captivity Lind living successfully in the wild In 
Britain. Along with escBpu into Loch Lurnond and 
in Essck> the two most significant incident* to far 
have been in Ashdown Fort ST (East Sussex/Kenl) 
land on the River in Somerset. One of ihc two 
mates iNlu escaped in Ashdown Forest in Spring 
IW 8 is, stiU a< laigd, and hiis established a bunksidc 
ItwJge on a lake system In the upper catchment of llie 
Medway, U has been felling trees and building up a 
large (bod store of branches lhal resembles li huge 
swan's nesi, Then? are rtu plans (o recapture it ai pre¬ 
sent -—EiiosE people don't even realise It is then!;! 
There ire conflicting stories about the Somerset 
colony but alt agree that two beavers from a local 
wildlife park settled on backwaters of the River Ate 
in I l )W. According to acme local sources they have 
obviously bred well, with 8 or 9 animals present up 
to ul least Summer IW. and they have even been 
constructing dum.s! 

Unfn#tuxiatcly H however, it shruld be pointed out 
that all of these examples are Canadian beavers, It is 
feared that siiLli escapes might prejudice any future 
reinlroductiun of European beavers to Brim in by rnit- 
eompeting them, as has happened with the release ot 
both species in Finland, 

II looked n* if we could be on the verge of a historic 
brcaktlmHigh, following Scottish Natural Heritage's 
Summer Wh public consultation over whether to 
reintroduce the heaver to Scotland. ol respon¬ 
dents were in favour—perhaps our countryside 
might once again enjoy the huge ecological benefit* 
the beaver brings (see "No Evolution Without 
Revolutioif, Do or £H* No 6, p,38h after a gup of 
4EMS years. Might this also pave the way for art limbi- 
turns rebuilding si-f Britain's severely impoverished 
fauna through lurtlicr mammal reintnKlLictLons? 

Rue no, ihis is Scottish Natural Heritage we’re talk- 
ing about here—the notolDU* lapdog of the big 
Scottish landowners and tiieir feudal status quo- In 
this ease. ^interest groupsie_ forestry and lisheries] 
have expressed concerns". Never mind that beaver 
remimdiLctiiais arc now standard practice in Europe; 
or that there's reams of evidence demorutratlng that 
they have iiluilullI impact on such "interests"— 
Indeed, chin they massively enhance river environ¬ 
ments, So. while wc will almost certainly gel an mi- 
bill reniirodLLCtjon sc lie me, probably with u populft- 
tion from Norway. SNII art- dus^tate to placate the 
groundless worries of iltc special interest*. Hence it 



will be Li "Very small 1- pilot project, it won't stan for 
at least two or three years, end will he studied to the 
mh degree", dragging on for year*—presumably 
with no guarantee of a fuLI-blown programme at the 
end of it, if the lairds: are %Tlll lerrilied of rampaging 
furry riiderus with fat tails. White careful planning 
and sensible protocols ore necessary—badly planned 
programmes elsewhere in Europe have caused prob¬ 
lem* for the beavers themselves—-SNH"s approach is 
feeble and overcautious. fine can only hope the 
Norwegian heavers show the lame initiative ax fheir 
Canadian cousin*: hreaking out ttnd disappearing as 
soE>n as they cross ihe North Sea. 

Then arc excllliit: ptana afoot Id net up liii interpre¬ 
tive centre for the beaver in Britain. highlighting ill 
loEig and stgoiHcunl role in the past arid its umpiring 
potential for the future. 'Iltc people behind the centre 
already have one pan of European beavers and plan 
lo bring more over an 2CMK) (from Scandinavia or 
Poland i, with a view to establishing u breeding group 
for eventual release. Beaver*' uclLviifcs tsuch as cree- 
l el 11 rag, dam-building. ’canal" construction. Etc.) are 
a potent force for the natural disturbance and succes¬ 
sion processes that sire missing in our landscape. The 
ultimate intention is to take advantage of these 
effects, placing the heavers on nature reserves and 
other sites, 

Contact; (Donations appreciated!! 

Derek Gow 

WUdwnod Centre, Wcalden Forest Park 
Home Common 

Kent CT6 7LQ del: 01227 71211 Id 
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Pirate Utopias 




Under the Banner of King Death 


A 



In an honest Service, there is thin Commons, low Wages, and hard Labour; in this, Plenty and 
Satiety, Pleasure and Ease, Liberty and Power; and who would not ballante Creditor on this Side, 
when all the Hazard that Is run for tt, at worst, is only a sower Look or two at choahmg. Ho, a 
merry Life and a short one shall be my Motion-Pirate Captain Bartholomew Roberts j 


During ihe ‘Golden Age" of piracy in the 17 th and 
JStii c£|tEuricB n crews of early proletarian rebels, 
drops mis from civilisation, plundered the lucrative 
shipping lanes between Europe ttnd America* They 
operated from lurid enclaves, Ireo ports; 'pirate 
utopias' located can islands imd coastlines ns yei 
beyond ihu reach ot civilization, From these mini 
anarchie*—*temporary m [onruucus zone s ' — I hey 
launched raiding parties so successful dint they ue- 
□icd an imperial crisis. attacking Billyh trade with 
the colonies,, and crippling she emerging system of 
gtoihal exploitation, slavery nnd colon ml is,m.- 
Wc can easily imagine die aEinictjon of life as a 
sea-rover, answMMc to nu-onc. Eun>-American 
society of the ]7th and I Hill centuries was one of 
emergeni capitalism, war. slavery, land enclosures 
and dwsiwa; starvation and poverty sick-by-side 
with un una g i liable Weal Ell, Hie Church dominated 
all aspects of life and women had few options 
beyond 111;iri l^lI slavery, You could he prcss-g ringed 
inlo ibe nsiVy urul endure conditions for worse than 


those experienced on hoard a pa rale ship; 
''Condition* for ctfdlntry seamen weie hodi harsh 
and dangerous—and sJw pay was pirnr. Pun i shine i Us 
available to the ship's oi l tee rs included manacling. 
Hogging and keel-hauling—'lhe victim being pulled 
hy means oil a nope under I he hull of I he ship from 
one dde to the other, KceNlUUling was a punishment 
which ofltn proved fatal."’ As. Dr Johnson Eanions- 
ly observed: "no man will lie a sailor who has con- 
tn vanee enough to get himself imo a jail: for being in 
a ship is being in jiiil with the chance of being 
drowned... A man in jail has more mom. belter food, 
and commonly better company/"* 
hi [ippE'kHidoti Eo this, pirates created a world ol 
their own making, where they had ^ihe choice irk 
themselves "—a world ol .solidanty and fraternity, 
where they shared she risks and the gains i*f life ui 
sea, made dock ions collectively and seized I heir life 
for themselves in tin- present, denying its use to the 
merchants as u uhiI for the accumulation of dead 
properly. Indeed, Lord Vaughan, Governor of 
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Jamaica, ■wruic: w Thesc Indycs Lire so Vast und 
Rich, And lhas kind of rapine so met, thai ii is one 
of the Iiiinic.Ht things ip the World to draw chose 
t'rnrn e| which have used it for so long.” 1 

The Rise of Piracy 

The era of Euro-American piracy is ushered 
m by the discovery of ihe Nkw World and 
ihe enormous empire seized hy ihe 
Spanish in Use Americas, New icchnolo- 
gits allowed long sea voyages lo be made 
with regularity and accuracy. and the new 
empires that eioergcd were nut based so much 
on cuulrol of the land as control of I lie seas. 

Tbi Spanish were die world superp ow e r of 
the Ihsh century, hul did nnl go unchol- J 
tenged for long: the French* Dutch ami / 
English ah struggled to overtake ihc 
Spanish in the scramble for empire, In 
their i|Ucsi to do mi i hey were not 
above using piracy So attack the 
baled Spanish Lind fill iheir coffers 
wilh che vagi wealth the Spanish hud 
pi unde red from the Native 
Americans. In Wartime lhis 
raiding would be leg Lb y 
imbed as legal priva- 
leering but the rest 
tin* time Li was simply 
piracy with stulq-sponsor- \X 
ship (Or at feu.sl u deration \ 
ami cncQurogcmanOi Over the 
course ol I he ]7lh century Ihese 
embryonic empires liiutUy overtook 
the Spanish und established them- 
selves. With ihe new technologies j 
shipping was no longer iust used 
for luxury goods hut became the 
basis of an inicrhulionul trading 
network essenikd to the origin 
and growth of capitalism. The 
massive expansion of sca-hnmc 
(rude in this ]>erUMJ iieccssarLiy 
also created a large population of 
seahirers—a new - class of wage 
workers ihai h«ud mu previously exist 
ed. For many of them piracy seemed an 
attractive alternative 10 the harsh itqllli^ of rhe 
ii Lctehuii l service or the navy. 

But as the new empire* especially the British 
Empire—mfiTured. Attitudes to piracy changed: 'The 
r [ii scaring buccaneer did not sun ihe hard-beach’d 


merchants and imperial bureaucrats, whose musty 
worlil m| bukLUCC sheets und reports came into violent 
conflict with (bat of the pirates." The ruling eta** 
recognised thai Miible, orderly, tegular I rude served 
i he tmerests of a mature imperial power fur hetier 
itiLin piracy. So piracy was forced lo evolve in the 
laic nib and early (ttLh century. Pirates were mi 
longer slate-sponsored gentleman-adventurers 
like Sir Francis Drake hut dm^nii wage 

/ slaves, mutineers,, a multi-ethnic inching pea 
of rebellious proles. Where there had once 
been a blurring of the edges between legibmaie 
commercial activity unci piracy, now pirates 
found they land few of their old friends left and 
were increasingly regarded us "Brutes, mid 
Be a sis of Prey," As mainstream society 
rejected the pirates, they likewise became 
increasingly antagonistic in iheir rejec¬ 
tion of it. From this point onward* ihe 
only pirates were (hose who explicitly 
rejected the suite and its laws and 
* 4 declared themselves m open war 
\ against it, Pirnies were driven funher 
away from ihe centres of power 
as the American colonies, 
originally beyond stale 
control und relatively 
auionomou s* were 

brought inio the main- 
stream of imperial trade and 
governance. Theft- developed a 
deadly spiral of increasing vio* 
knee as ouft attacks were iiiei wiih 
Avenge from the pintles lending to 
gieaicr viaic terror 1 

"a dunghill wheron 

England doth cast 
forth its rubbish* 1 

The Caribbean islands in the 
second hull of (he 17th century 
were a melting pot of rebellious 
and pauperised inning ranis from 
□cross the world. There were thou* 
sands of deported Irish, Liverpool 
beggars, Royal i si prisoners from 
Scot]□ lid, pirate* caught an Ihe English high 
veaS. highwaymen Caught Oil (be Scottish borders, 
exiled Huguenots and Frenchmen, outlawed rcli- 
glcHis disseiiiers and the captured prisoners of vari¬ 
ous uprisings und pints ugainsi the King. 


*4 
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Inbcsof [jrupouh und raniiwuys, in inuiiy Ways itlirn- 


The proto-anarchist rwoluiiisin 1 movements of 
Ehi= Civil Wur of the 1640s huid been suppressed and 
defeated by the time of the dawn of the great aye of 
piracy m the late ] 7nti century hui there is good evi¬ 
dence to show that sump of the Diggers., Ran [errs, 
Muggleionians* Fifth Monarchy Men etc. fled to the 
Americas and the Caribbean where ihey inspired or 
joined these insurrectionary pirate crews. Indeed, a 
yroop of pi rales sc tiled in Madagascar at a place I hey 
had "given (he name Of Ranter Bay,”' After the 
defeat of the Levellers in 3 649, John Lilbumc 
offered it> lead his followers to the West Indies if the 
(ovcrnnienl won Ed foot the bill. It also teems that the 
Rumen arid Diggers lusted lunger in I lie Americas 
Elian in Britain—a* late ns ibe 1690s ihefe were 
reported to he Ranters in Long Island, This isn't stir- 
prising really as ihc New World lerriwries were used 
by Eli in a in ils penal colonies hn ils discontented mid 
rebcll iou* poor. In 1655 Barbados was described as 
H a dunghill w heron (England doih cast forth ils rub- 
b6h " Among these undesirables [here would have 
been numbers of radicals—those who had provided 
the spark for Lhe revolution of 3 6441 "PerroE, the 
healded ranter who refused to doff his 3iai fo the 
Almighty, ended up in Butudocs," its did many oth¬ 
ers such els [lie Ranter intellectual Joseph Salmon. 
Thai the Caribbean had become a haven for radicals 
did not go unnoticed: in 1656 Samuel High kind 
advised Parliament not to sentence the (junker 
heretic James Nsiylcr to transportation lesl he infect 
ofliar It was dear at this iiiwe ihiu site new 

British colonies to the west were seen as a haven of 
relative religions and political liberty; chut much fur¬ 
ther beyond the grasp of law anil nuchocftty.^ 

Before European men*hunts discovered the AfriciLii 
slave iradc and the commercial possi hi titles of ship¬ 
ping Africans Eti slie Caribbean, thousands of poor 
.rtid working class Europeans were shipped to the 
new* colonics els indentured servants— effectively a 
diavc trade uF its own. The only difference between 
ihc trade in indentured servants and the African slave 
made was ihai in theory the slavery of these tmmi- 
pant* was not considered denial and hereditary. 
However, many were tricked and their contracts 
e tie tided indefinitely so they never won their free¬ 
dom, Slaves, a 1 1 tell me invcsl merit, were often i rear¬ 
ed belter than the indenEumdi servants.' 1 

However, the ma^era hiid great difficulty holding 
m to their servants who tended to go unlive and 
jbteoed to the freedom of the myriad islands of the 
Antilles* or to isolated bits of coastline or jungle. 
Here Ibcy often farmed little sc]f-governing bands or 
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kking Ehc native peoples before them. These men— 
sailors and soldiers, slaves and indentured servants, 
formed ihc basis for Ehc Caribbean piracy thal 
emerged in the 17th century—maintaining the it egul- 
i Lari an tribal hLruLlore even when al Sea. An their 
numbers grew and more men docked to the red Hag. 
iheir smacks on the Spanish became mote audacious. 
At ter a raid they would make lor si city like Fori 
Roy ak in Jamaica* la spend all their money in one 
great binge of whoring, gambling and drinking 
before returning to their lui tiler-gatherer exigence on 
out of the way islands. »■ 

There were also of course up to 80,COD Mock slaves 
working on the planlutiurn who were prone to fre¬ 
quent anti bloody a B volts, as well as ihc lui few 
remaining indigenous Indian inhabitants of the 
stands. In 1649 n slave rebellion on Barbados coin¬ 
cided with a white servants' uprising. In 1655, fol¬ 
lowing a common paiicm. the Irish joined with Ehc 
blticks in revolt. There were similar rebellions in 
Bermuda. St Christopher mod Montserrat, whilst In 
Jamaica transported Monmotltililc rebels united with 
'maroon' Indiums in revolt. This hodge-podge of the 
dispossessed were described ill 1665 as "cum icl gaol 
birds or riotous persons. roltcn before they are sent 
fordi. and at best idle and only til fur ihc mines." To 
which n lady colonist of Antigua added “they be all 
ft company of sadomists/ 1 111 is was the seel hi mg 
multi-racial hotbed of auger and class tension into 
which our transported or voluntarily ceiled Ranters, 
Digger* and Levellers would have arrived and out of 
which (he great age of Buro-American pmiey took 
shape with the emergence of the buccaneer* am tins 
Caribbean around ihc middle of ihc I7ih ecniury. 11 

Arrgh, Jim Lad! 

The overwhelming majority of pirate* were mcr- 
chum seamen who elected to join the pirates when 
I heir ships were captured. although a small number 

were mutineers who hud coiled ivclv seized their 

¥ 

ship, "Accordnig so Patrick Pringle's Jolly Rvgtifi 
pirate reciuitmcml wiH most successful among the 
unemployed. escaped bomfrrticn, and transported 
criminals* The high seas made for an instfinlancous 
levelling of class Inequalities.' 1 

Many pirates displayed a line ,sen^e of cki^s con¬ 
sciousness; for example„ a pirate mimed Captain 
Bell Limy made [Jus speech lit she Captain of u mer¬ 
chant vc££cl he had just lakers lL prize. TIllj captain 
olLbe merchant vessel had just declined an invitation 
to join the pirate crew: 
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“I am sorry they won't lei you have your Sloop 
again, for I Keen lo do any one a Mischief* 
when it is not for my Advantage: damn, ihc 
Sloop, we must sink her* ami she might be of 
l!.^ to you, Tho\ damn ye, you are a sneaking 
Puppy, and so are alt those who will sub mil id 
he governed by Laws which rich Men have 
made far their own Security, tor the cowardly 
Whelps have not the Courage otherwise id 
defend whi.it they gel by their Knavery: but 
damn ye altogether? Damn them far a Pack of 
crafty Rascal*. and you, who sene them, lac a 
Parcel ol hen-hearted Numskuls, They villi I y 
u.s. the Scoundrels do, when there is only this 
Difference, rlicy rob (he Poor under the Cover 
of Law* forsisoih, and wc plunder the Rich 
tinder ihe Protection of our own Courage; had 
you noi better make One of us ihan sneak after 
die Arses of those Viliams for EmployiirenET 1 
When the captain replied that his conscience would 
not let him break the lows of God anil man, the pirate 
Bellamy continued: 

"You Eire a devilish CnuHciertee RflACAL damn 
ye, I am it free Prince, and I have os much 
Authority to make War on the whole World* as 
he who has a hundred Sail of Ships at Sea, and 
an Army ol* L00,000 Men in the f ield; and this 
my Conscience tells me: but there k no arguing 
with such sniveling Puppies, who allow 
Superiors to kick them about Deck ai 
Pleasure 

Piracy was one strategy in an early cycle of Adamic 
clash struggle. Seamen Also used mutiny and dc^r- 
lion and other tactics m order to survive and to resist 
their I■ ■ I Pirates were perhaps the must international 
and mil it uni lection of the pnoio-pmtciiaiai constitut¬ 
ed by 3 7th and LHch century sailors. There were, far 
example. some hftftlcotc trouble-makers like Edward 
Buckmaslcr, a sailor who joined Kidd's crew in 
1690, w ho had been arre ted and jailed a number of 
times for agitation and rioting, or Robert CulLiford* 
who repealedEy led mutinies, seizing the ship he was 
serving on and turning pirate. 1 * 
i luring wartime, due to the demands of the navy* 
there was a great .shortage of skilled maritime labour 
and seamen could command relatively high, wages, 
i lie end of Wflir, especially Queen Anne's War. which 
ended in 1713, cast vast numbers of naval ttamcn 
into unemploymcnl and caused a huge slump in 
wages, 40,000 men found themselves without work 
at the end of the war—roaming the streets ol ports 
like Bristol, Portsmouth and New York. In wartime 
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privateering provided the opportunity for n relative 
degree ol freedom and a dunce at wealth. The end 
of war meant the end of privateering ioo, Lind these 
unemployed cx-priv jieeps only added to the huge 
labour surplus. Queen Anne's War bad lasted LI 
yew* and in 1713 many sailors must have known lit¬ 
tle else but warfare and tbe plundering of ships. It 
was commonly observed that on the cessation of war 
privateers turned pirate. The combi mil ton ol thou¬ 
sands of men trained and experienced in the capture 
ami plundering ol ships suddenly riruling themselves 
unemployed Lind having to compcie harder and hard¬ 
er for less and less wpgcs was ctpJoaive—fur many 
piracy must have been one of the few alternatives to 
starvation. ^ 

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 

Having escaped ihc tyranny of discipline aboard 
merchant vessels the most striking I hung about the 
tirgiiciisiitiuii of pirate crew* wj-ls their umi-uuchon- 
larian nature. Each crew lunctLoncd under the terms 
of written articles, agreed by the whole crew and 
signed by each member. l"he articles of 
Bartholomew Roberts.' crew begin: 

"Every Man has a Vuic in Affairs of Moment: 
has equal Title to Che fresh Provisions* or strong 
Liquors, at any Time seized, and may use them 
a! Pleasure, unle\* a Scarcity ntakc it necessary, 
lor (he Good of all, to vale a Retrenchment. 

Euro-American pirate crews really formed tine com¬ 
munity, with ia common set of customs shared across 
the various ships, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity 
thrivcil at sett over a hundred years before Ills? French 
Revolution. The uutliiiiun -. were often shocked by 
the it libertarian tendencies: the Dutch Qovenuv of 
Mauritius met a pirate crew and commented: “‘Every 
man had as much say as the captain and each man 
carried his own weapons in his blLinker" This was 
profoundly threatening to the order of European, 
society, where ft rearms were resinned to the upper 
classes, and provided a stark contrast to merchant 
ships where anything that enfold be used us a weapon 
was kept under lock and key, and to the navy where 
the primary purpose of the murines stationed on 
naval vessels was to keep the sailors m their place> 
Pirate ships operated on a "No Prey, No Pay' basis, 
but when a vessel was captured the booty was divid¬ 
ed up by a share system. This sort of share system 
was common in mediaeval shipping, but had been 
phased out us shipping became a capitalist enterprise 
and sailors wage labourers. h still existed m priva¬ 
teering and whaling but pirates developed it into ih 
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htwh-i egalitarian form— there were no shares for 
owners or in vectors or merchants, there was no elab¬ 
orate hierarchy of wage differentiation—ieveryone 
gol m equal share of the booty and the captain usu¬ 
ally only I or 1 1/2 share. The wreck of 5am 
Bellamy s pirate ship die WhyJuh, which was dis¬ 
covered in 1984, provides good evidence of rJiiis— 
among She artefact* recovered was rare West African 
gold Akan jewellery which ,L had been linked apart 
with clear knile marks, which suggested that there 
hud been an Attempt to divide il equally,’!* 

The harshness of life at sea made mutual aid imo U 
simple survival lactic, The natural solidarity of fel¬ 
low lurs was curried over inso pirate organisaLion, 
Finales often went inlo VonsorLship' wUhofic anolh- 
ct. where if one died I he other got his property. Pirate 
■tides also commonly included a form of mutual 
aid where injured shipmates anahle to participate in 
the mhung would receive their share as a pension. 
Pirates took this son of solidarity very seriously—.a 
least one pirate crew compensated the if wounded 
only lo discover they had nothing loll. From I he arti¬ 
cles of Bartholomew Robert* 1 crew; "Et"... any Man 
should lose a Limb, or become a Cripple in rheir 
Service, he was to have WOG Dollars, out of the pub- 
liek Stock, and for loser Hurts, propoctionably." 
Audi from those of George Low 1 !tier's crew 1 ; "He that 
shall have the Misfortune to lose a Limb, in Time of 
Engagement* shall have the Sum of one hundred and 
fifty Pounds Sterling* and remain with ilu Company 
as long as he shall think lil,," lh 
Pirate captain h were elected and could be dc-dccl- 
ed at any time tor ahu>e of lheir authority. The cap- 
i.iin enjoyed no ipecU) privileges: He "or any olher 
Officer is allowed no more than soother man, 

nay* the Captain cannot keep his Cabhm to himself*" 1 
Captains were deposed for cowardice, cruelty and 
revealing ly, for refusing "lo take nod plunder English 
Vtejtels" 1 —die pirates had turned iheir hacks on (he 
style and its laws and no lingering feelings of pulfio- 
[ism were to he allowed. The captain only hud right 
of command in I he heat of battle, otherwise all deci¬ 
sion* were made by die whole ship's company. This 
radical dcr lociacy was not necessarily very effieienl; 
often pirate ships tended to wander rather aimlessly 
_i> the crew changed its mind.** 

Ttie original buccaneer^ had called themselves the 
■brethren of die coasl'—an apt term M pirates 
swapped nhips, met up at rrmlfZ'lout points, joined 
together wilh other crewi far combined raids and 
cm:i up with old slap mates. Although il might seem 
iuiprising l hut over the whole expanse o ihe world’s 


oceans the pirates kepi in touch and mot up with cuch 
olher. they continually returned to the various “free 
ports 1 where they were welcomed by black market 
raters who would buy their goinls. Pi.ra.Et crew*, 
recognised each other, didn't attack each other and 
often worked ingeibei in targe fleets. Fore&iitnple in 
1695 the crews of Captains Avery. Faro, Want, Maza* 
Tew and Wake all met up for a combined raid on the 
annual Muslim pilgrim llcel to Mecca, the six ships 
containing iii teas! 500 men. They also nuH up and 
had parties together like Ehe “saturnalia” when the 
crews of Blackboard and Charles Vane joined force s 
on North Carolina's Qcreeokc Island in 171W Esce 
picture tin page 71 k There is even evidence ihut ihcre 
was .1 li nione piiale l;iiq:il;igL\ wlneli is -i real sign the 
pirates were evolving (heir own distinct culture. 
Flu]ip Athlon, who spoil sixteen mouths among 



The crew- of TbOIW AnsUs ridicule the law by 
holding li mock trial. The judge* using an old tar¬ 
paulin m a robe and a tamp end as a wig, sits in a 
mangrove tree and declares; 11 I'll hate you know, 
Haskalj, wc don't sil here id hear Reason—we go 
according to Luw. rr 
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pirates, in 1722-3* reported that one of his captors 
“according to the Pirates usual Custom, and p>j Their 
prwprr Dialect, asked me. If I would sign *har 
A cl ides". There is also a. hilarious account of how a 
pimie captive ,fc sav"d his life \by\ mecr Dint of 
Cursing and Damning* 1 —- suggesting Chut one feature 
of iFki.h pirate language was the liberal use of blas¬ 
phemy and swearing. Through splitting und coalesc¬ 
ing and men jumping from ship to ship a great ctjfiti- 
nmty existed among*! the various pirate crews, allur¬ 
ing. ihc same cultures and cuscoins and over ths? 
course of time developing a specifically pirate con- 
iciousrcess. 1 ' The prospect that this pirate com mu nicy 
might take a more permanent form wus a threat to the 
authorities who feared that they might set up '“a 
Commonwealth" in uti inhabited regions, where "no 
power in chose Parts of ibe World could have been 
able to dispute it with them 

Revenge 

One particularly important part of what we might 
call the "pirate consciousness' was revenge upon Ihc 
cu plains a m3 inaslur* who- had previously exploited 
them. The pirate Howell Davis slated: 'Their reasons 
for going a pirating were to revenge themselves on 
haxe Mcrclumts and cruel ccmmimders of Ships/" On 
capturing a merchantman pirates would commonly 
administer like 'Distribution of justice’,, "enquiring 
into the Manner of the Commander L n Behaviour to 
their Men, and those, against whom Complaint was 
made" were "whipp'd and pickled. Interestingly, 
one of the favourite torments In Hided upon captured 


captains was the 'Sweat'—a word meaning to drive 
hard or to overwork -in which the offender was 
made 1o run murid nnd mimd the cti i£?_c runasi 
between decks to the tune of a merry jig while he 
was encouraged to go Easter by the surrounding 
pirates jabbing hid backside with “Puints of Swords 
Penknives, Compasses,, Porks &c/' It seems, the 
pirates were determined to give the master ll task- nf 
his own medicine—creating a literally vicious circle 
or treadmill reminiscent of the seaman's labouring 
life. ITke most militant of these sw-borne rightem-of- 
wrong has to he Philip Lyne, wbo when apprehend 
ed in 1726 confessed he "hnd killed 37 Masters of 
Vessels "si 

Radical historian Mare us Redikcr has uncovered 
interesting evidence cl pirates' concern with retribu¬ 
tion in the names of their ships —-the largest single 
group of names ore the ones involving revenge, iVtf 
esample Blackheard's ship the Queen Anne's 
Revenge or John Cole's wonderfully named flew 
York Revenge's Revenge. Mcnchiint Captain T1 iomas 
Chccklcy got it jusl right when he described the 
pirates who captured, his ship us pretending M to he 
Robbln HmnJs Men." There is further evidence fbf 
this in the name of another ship—the Utile J&tm 
belonging to pirate John Ward. Peter Lam bom 
Wikuii. w;iw “[dim| offers a preciuus iriMidil into 
his ideas and his image nj himself; clearly he Con¬ 
sidered himself a kind of Robin Hood of the kails. We 
have some evidence he gave to ihc pi Kir. and be was 
clearly determined to steal from 1 he rich. 

The response of the state to these merry men of the 
seven kails was brutal—the crime of 
piracy earned the death ven¬ 
ts? nee. The early years of 
the IHth century saw 
"Toyal officials and 
pi raids flocked] into a 
system of reciprocal 
terror" as pirates 
became more antago¬ 
nistic to mamstream 
society and the 
authorities ever more 
determined to hunt 
down. Rumours 
that pirates who had 
taken advantage of 
Ib^SS royal par¬ 
don were on surren¬ 
dering denied the 
Inmdiis of the pardon 



The Pirates Striking off the arm of Captain Babcock': Babcocks ship was 
intercepted en route from Bombay, some of the crew Joined the pirates 
and turned against their awn captain -apparently Cutting his arm off , 
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only increased niislmst and antagonism; I he pi rales 
resolved "no lunger to attend to any offers of for* 
penes but in case of attack, id defend themselves 
on their faithless countrymen who may fall into their 
hands/ L In 1722 Captain Luke Knott was granted 
£230 for the loss of his career after I timing over 8 
pirates, "his being obliged to quit the Merchant ser- 
% ice* the Pi rates threatening to Torture him to death 
if ever he should fad into iheir hands." It was by no 
means an cm ply threaten 1720 pirate* of the crew 
ol Bartholomew 8 Roberts "openly and m the daytime 
burnt and destroyed,.. vessels in the Ro&d of 
fiiisftelcme [St, Kilts] and hud the audaciousness to 
insult H.M. FortJ T avenging (he execution of "Eheii 
Comrades al Nevis". Roberts then sent Word to the 
governor that "they would Come and Hum the Town 
[&ahdY Point] about his Bara for banging the Pyralcs 
(here/" Roberts even had his own pirate flag made 
showing him standing on two skulls label ted ASH 
and AMH— A Barbadian's Head' and 4 A 
Martinican's Head'—later that same year he gave 
mbsLuiieu to his vendetta against the two islands by 
hanging the governor of Martinique from a yardarm. 
As bounties were offered for (he capture of pirates, 
the p irvues responded by offering rewards for certain 
ofiiciaK And when pirates were captured ur execut¬ 
ed, other pirate crews oflen revenged I heir brethren, 
ji l jekin-g the tow n that condemned chum, or die ship* 
ping of that port. Tliis sort of solidarity show s that 
there had developed a real pirate community, and 
that those Hailing under “the bannerol' King Death' 
nu longer thought of themselves ns English or Dutch 
\n French but as pirates* 1 * 

Piracy and Slavery 

The Golden Age of piracy was also the hey-day of 
the Atlantic slave trade. The relationship between 
piracy and the slave I rude is complex mid ambigu¬ 
ous, Some piraies participated in i be slave imdc and 
shared their ccmleixiporaries* all nude to Africans ns 
Cummndities for exchange. 

However, not nil pirate* participates! in the slave 
trade. Indeed large numbers of pirates were ex- 
slavcsL there was a much higher proportion of blacks 
on pirate ships than on merchant or naval vessels, 
and only rarely did the observers who noted their 
presence refer to them as + s!avcs\ Most 0f these 
black pirates would have Even runaway slaves, either 
joLumg wiib the pirates on the course of the voyage 
from Africa, deserting from the plainat,ion, -or sent as 
slaves in work on hoard ship. Some may have been 
free men, like the "free Negro' - seaman from 



A group of pirate s r among them Gibbs and 
Wtiflsfey h burying their treasure on Barron 
Island. This engraving is unusual for the rare 
depiction of an African American pirate , 
aJfhpugh in fact there were many of them, 

Deptford who in 3 721 led "a Mutiney that we had 
too many Officers, and that the work was too hard,, 
and what not." Seafaring in genera] offered more 
autonomy to blacks than life On the plantation, hut 
piracy in particular could—a [though it was a risk— 
offer one of the few chances ac freedom for an 
African in the Itith Century Atlantic, For example, a 
quarter of the two-hundred strong crew of Captain 
Bellamy - * ship the Whydah were black, and eyewit¬ 
ness accounts of the sinking of the pirate vessel oil 
Well Ami, Massachusetts in 1717 report that many of 
the corpses washed up were black. Pirate historian 
Kenneth Kirtkur argue* that although the Whydafi 
was originally a slnve ship, ihe blucks on board at the 
lime of the sinking were members of the crew, not 
slaves. Partinlly because ptr-n.es. along with other 
tars, "entertain'd so contemptible a Notion ol 
Landsmen." a black man who knew the nope* was 
more Likely to win respect than a Landsman who 
didn't. Kinkor note*: "Pirates judged Africans more 
on the basis of their language and sailing .skills- -in 
other words, on iheir level of cultural attainment 
than on their race. 

Black pirates would often lead the boarding party 
to capture a prize. The pirate ship the Morning Star 
had Ht a Negro Conk doubly arm'd" in the boarding 
parly and more than half of Edward Condcne's 
hoarding party on the Dmgon were black. Some 
block pirate* became quartermasters or captains. For 
example, in 1699* when Captain Kidd dropped 
anchor in New York, two sloops were there to meet 
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hi eii b tine of whose ‘Male was a hide black nun... 
who. as M wan Huid a had been Formerly Captain 
Kiild's Quarter Master" 53 
[n ihe 17th century Macks found on pirate ships 
were nol tried uiih the other pirates because it was 
assLiinuil they were slaves, but by ihe 3 tfth century 
they were being executed alongside their while 
■brethren'. Still the most likely fate far a black pirate, 
if he was captured, wsa to be sold into slavery* 
whether he was a freeman nr not, When Blackboard 
was captured by the Royal Nuvy m 17IK, live of his 
eighteen nun crew were black and according 10 die 
Governors Council of Vbglni.i the live blacks were 
"equally concerned wiih the rest trf the Crew in the 
same Acts of Piracy/ 1 A “resolute Follow, ll Ncgmc" 
named ClCSfit was caught just as he wan about to 
Mow up the whole ship hither than be captured and 
most likely returned so slavery.* 6 
Irk 173 5 the ruling Council of she Colony of 
Virginia worried about the connections between the 
"’Ravage of Pyraies" and "an Insurrection of the 
Negroes,* They were right lo be concerned. By 1716 
the slaves of Antigua had grown "very impudent and 
iaisuiting” and reportedly many of them "went oft so 
join those piniies who did nos Seem loo concerned 
about color differences/' These connexions were 
irans*Atlantic', stretching from the heart or Empire in 
London, so the slave colonies in the America* and 
ihe ’Slave Court 1 of Africa, In die early 5720s ugung 
<rf pinutes settled in West Africa, joining and inter¬ 
mixing w ith the Km —a West African people from 
who! is now Sierra Leone and Liberia, renowned 
both for their seamanship in their long canoes and 
when enslaved for shell leadership of slave revntis. 
llw pirates were probably members of Bartholomew 
Roberta" crew who had Bed into the woods when 
attacked by the Navy in 1722. This alliance 1* not m 
unusual when you consider ih.it of ihc 157 men who 
dkto't escape and were cither explored or killed on 
board Roberts' ship, 45 of them were black—proha* 
hly neither slaves nor pirates but "Black saylors. 
commonly known !by the name of gremetnes”—■ 
independent African mariner* primarily from the 
Sierra Leone region, who Would have joined the 
pirates "for a small demand of wages 
We can see the way ihesc connections were spread 
and the how the pirates" legacy wus disseminated 
even after their dcfcal in the fate of some of those 
captured on Roberts' pirate ship, '"Negroes” from his 
crew grew mutinous over ihc poor conditions and 
"ffajp Commons" they received from ihe Navy, 
"Marty of them" 1 had "’lived a long lime'' in Hire 


"pymiicaL Way p \ which obviously foe them had 
meant better food and more freedom.^ 

Going Native 

Lionel Wafer was a French surgeon who joined (he 
buccaneer crews in the Caribbean in 1677. While 
reluming from a voyage to ihc East Indies he me! 
with Em accident and was forced to recuperate in. an 
Indian village B eventually adsypting Indian customs, 
Ill is is his description of ihe reiurn of some English 
sailors to the village: 

M t sxc awhile, cringing upon my turn* among 
(he Indium, after their fashion, painted as they 
were, and nil naked but only uboEii the waist, 
anti with my nose-piece hanging over my 
mouth. 'Twees the better part of an Hour before 
one of the crew, looking more nomiwty upon 
me, cried out. "Here’s out doctor/" and imme- 
diatcly ^.1] congratulated my arrival among 
them. 14 ** 

"ITis sort of dropping oul and going native was not 
alwavs accidental, The buccaneers o( the Caribbean 

•r 

originally got their name from huucmu a practice 01 
smoking meat they had learnt from the native 
Arawak Indians. The buccaneers were originally 
land squatters on the large Spanish owned island of 
Hispaniola (now Haiti Eiml the Dominican 
Republic)—they turned to piracy following Spanish 
attempts to oust them. On Hispnnioll they followed 
a way of life essentially identical to ihc native peo¬ 
ples who hod preceded them. This sort of 'maroon- 
tug Ufe 1 was very clearly identified with piracy— 
apart from the buccaneers of Hispaniola and Tortuga 
the main other group of European dropouts in (he 
New World were the logwood cutters of Bay of 
Campeche {now Honduras and Belize). a ’’rude 
drunken crew' who were considered by most 
observers to be interchangeable with pirates. They 
consciously chose a mm-accimiulativt life living in 
independent communal settlements on the world'* 
periphery.* 1 

Tile pirates 1 relations wjiti ihc native peoples they 
encountered were split. Some pirate* would enslave 
peoples they encountered, make them work, rape the 
women and steal. But olher pirates settled down and 
intermarried --becoming pari of the socicty. 
Partiruliirly in Madagascar, the pirates mixing with 
the native population had produced "a dark Mulatto 
Race there." Contacts LLrtd cultural exchange hciwcen 
pirate's, Miamcn and Africans led to ihe clear similar 
i ties between sea sham it? sand African songs. In 1743 
some seamen were court-martial Loti for singing u 
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“negro tong'*. Thew sort of connections went in both 
directions and were nql m rare as you might imagine, 
A pirate called William- May, stranded on (he 
Madagascan island of Johanna got u shock when he 
was addressed in fluent English by one of (he 
■"negroes' 11 , He teamed (hat the man had been taken 
from the bland hy an English ship and had lived for 
u while in Bethnal Green in London, before returning 
home. His new friend saved him from being captured 
by (be English ml taken to Bombay and hanged, 11 
El is :\ common feature cl what you might call 
’pirate ideology' that pirates thought of themselves 
as free kings. a% autonomous individuul emperors, 
tins was parity to do wilh the dream o( wealth— 
Henry Avery was idolized for the enormous wealth 
he plundered; some believed he had SCI Up his own 
pinale kingdom. Ycl there was a pirate who achieved 
an even more remarkable ugs-to-ri. lies story* for he 
started out as a slave in the French colony of 
Martinique; Abraham Samuel* "Toilnor Res", the 
King of Fort Dauphin, Samuel was a runaway stave 
wbn joined (he crew ol the pirate ship Jttlm md 
Hcb£cca t eventually becoming quartermaster. In 
1696 the pirates captured a large and valuable prize 
and decided to relire and settle down in Madagascar. 
Samuel ended up in the abandoned French Colony of 
Fort Dauphin where he was identified by a local 
princess as (he child she hud borne to a Frenchman 
during (be occupancy of the colony. Samuel sudden¬ 
ly found himself declared heir to lhe vacant throne of 
die kingdom. Slaws Lind merchants flocked in do 
business with "King Sumer hut he retained syropw 
lhaca for hi* pintle comrades, allowing and assisting 
them Id loot the merchants who came lo trade wilh 


Madagascar—pirates or slavery who had become 
local lenders with private armies of as many as 500 
men.'2 

Sex and Drugs and Rock n' Roll 

The pirateg certainly seem to hive bad more fun dun 
their poor suffering counterparts on naval or mer- 
chant vessels. They sure hud some pretty wild par¬ 
ties—in. t6G9jiiat off the coast ot Hispaniola, same 
of Henry Morgan s buccaneers blew up ihcir own 
ship during a particularly riotous pony, which like all 
good piiate Celebrations iocluded much drunken 
tiring of Ihc ship s guns. Somehow they set light to 
ilie gunpowder in the ship's magazine and Hie result¬ 
ing explosion totally destroyed the ship. On some 
voyages alcohol run "as freely as ditchwaEer” and for 
many tiLrs the promise of unrestricted grog rations 
hud been one of the main reasons behind leaving the 
merchant service lo became a pirate in (he first place. 
However this sometimes backtircd one group of 
pirates took three days co capture a ship bceause 
tliere were never enough sober men available. 
Sailors in general loathed a "drink-water'' voyage — 
one reason being that in the tropics the water tended 
to get [Kings living in it and you had to strain il 
through your teeth. 11 

No pirate celebration would He complete wilhoul 
music. Pifnies were renowned for iheir Jove of music 
and often lured musicians for the dumtion of u cruise. 
During the trial of "Black Burt" Bartholomew 
Roberts' crew in II 722. cwo men were acquitted Ui 
bemg only musicians. The pirates seem to have 
employed niusie in battle* as it was said of one of the 
men* James White, that his "business as music was 



Emu. There were a number oi similar, if less ihimfroy- 
jiit. characters in the ports anti harbours of 


upon the p*>np in lime of action.” 4 
For some men the freedom ihul piracy offered from 

(he constrained world they had 
Ich behind extended to sexu¬ 
ality. European society of 
the 17th and 18th cunt Lines 
was savagely anti-homo¬ 
sexual,. The Royal 
Navy periodically con¬ 
ducted brutal ami- bug¬ 
gery campaigns on 
ships cm which men 
might be confined 
together for years. In 
both Ihc navy and die 
merchant service it was 
considered that sexuali¬ 
ty was mimical [O Work 
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luil! good order on t>nn.rd ship,, as Minister John. 
Have] wrote of itf-amen bo medliuit John Lovering: 
h Tbc Death of their Lusts, is the most Probable 
Means to give Life to your Trade " B.R. Burg in 
Sodomy ami the Pirtur Tradition suggests I hu.C the 
vast majority of pirate* were liarno^ejLuaU and 
ah hough there isn't really enough evidence to sup¬ 
port iht%, nevertheless to indulge in these things a 
pirate colony was probably just about the safest place 
you could be. Some of the early buccaneers of 
Hispaniola and Tortuga lived in a kind of homosexu¬ 
al union known ns frmtefat&$e {from the French for 
ft sailor* and possibly the origin of the word 'male 1 
incurring (kppaniofi), holding their possessions m 
common, with the survivor inheriting. Even after 
women ioined the buccaneers m&iihtage emtiinued 
with a partner sharing his wife with his maleloL 
Louis Le Cojif in his Mcwmrj af a Buccaneer com- 
plained about hoirwsexualily on Tortuga, where he 
had io tight two duels So keep ardent suiinrs at bay, 
Eventually the French Governor of Tortuga imported 
hundreds id prostitutes, hoping thereby to wean the 
buccaneers away from this practice. The pirate cap¬ 
tain Robert Culliford, had a "great consort/* John 
Swann, who lived with him* Some men bought "pret¬ 
ty boys" us companions. On one pirate ship A young 
man who admitted a homosexual relationship was 
put in Irons and maltreated, but this sftms to have 
been the elect pi inn rather than ihc rule. It is a ]hi 
significant that in no pirate articles are there any 
rates against hotnosexualiiy. 1 ^ 

Pirate Women 

The freedom of life under the Jolly Roger extended 
td another perhaps surprising group of sea-robbers: 
women pirates Women weren't quite as rare at sea In 
the 17th and Iflih centuries as you might imagine 
them to have been. There wjls a fairly well estab¬ 
lished tradii ion of women cross-dressing in order to 
seek their fortune, or to follow husbands or lovers to 
sea. Of course the only women we know about are 
ihe ones Lhat got taught and exposed. Their more 
successful sisters have sailed off into anonymity. 
Fven so, it would stem lhat women aboard pirate 
ships were few. Ironically this may have contributed 
to the pirates’ downfall—they were relatively easy 
for the state to crush because the pirate conimumiy 
was widely dispersed and inherently fragile: they 
found ill hard to reproduce or replenish their num¬ 
bers, By comparison, die much longer Lived and 
more successful pirates of the South China Seas were 
organised in family groups with men, women and 


children all at sea together- ihus there was Always a 
new generation of pirates to hand/" 1 
lust as pirates In general defined themselves in 
opposition to the emerging capitalist social relations 
of the 17th and ISth centuries, hi also some women 
found in piracy u way to rebel against the emerging 
gender roles. For example, Charlotte de Berry, bom 
in England in 1636, followed her husband into the 
navy by dressing us a man. When she was turned 
aboard an Africa-bound vessel, she led a unit my 
against the captain who had assaulted her, cutting utY 


The Black Flag 



Why ji i>ur flag black? Bluck is it of negation. 
The hi in k nag i* the negation o\ all Hags. It U u nega* 

CEi.hH L>t eulI LiVIshcN.M I which pUlS lhi B JUlETWlll T.*CT JLjiUMfiSI 

iudJud denies the unity of bQ humnnklnd. Black is 
si mood of anger *od outrage .n ah the hkfceui crimes 
iigji-iiwL humanity perpetrated In the iwimc of ahe- 
|juc« to onr stale or amaher. - ^ 

Wr all ko<*w thal piiiitei (lew ihe 'Jolly Kog£r p —the *kul1 
.iml ltihn kmci Eliip ‘Elif mnsl likely derivation of the 
uiirnc “Jolly Ruger' is 4s jlh Aru-licivuikwi of the French 
Mf Jfougtf—the red or "bloody' flag ill-> i pllWtCtf ^tfig.iiiiilly 
used before the more well > torn wn black- The red flag 
widely known as tlie internaii-mial symbol Of prokuripn 
revolution and revolt and il*t black flujs hiiv hi^oritaliv 
been the flag of the .iii.irchhi movement (Hwk two 
CotpWS were most famously combined ifl the ;iiiancho-eom- 
munihl red and black flag* of ilk Sp.mi": revolution of 
1 ^ 34 . 1 ^ 

I'he earliest detinue report of (he black ll-ic bang ftirwit 
by uurthisls or used in working clw revolt ts of the 
famous anarchist Louise Michel leading • crowd of noting 

unemployed to nmoLl bakers' ^hqn with a blacl Bing lwi 

March toil 1B413, However there are report* that she tud 
down a skull sh) elm-bond ll.iy 12 yeah eiirhcr in IB7L 
while leading the women battalions of the insurrectionary 
Fflris ComimnCr The Bam Commune even had n daily 
paper Called Lm Firmed 
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his head wish a dagger. She then turned pirate amt 
becoiiK captain, her ship cruising the African coast 
capturing gold ships, There were also other less suc- 
eejwful women pirates in Virginia in 1726, (he 
authorities tried Mary Harley {or Harvey) and three 
men for piracy. 1“he three men were sentenced (0 
hung hut Harley was released. Mary's husband 
Thomas was also- involved in I he piracy hut seems to 
have csctLpcd capture. Mary and her husband In id 
been transported to the colonies us convict* a year 
earlier. Three years later in 1729, another deported 

In June 17*io when Hie prions of London were broken open 
Liiul 1 hi - pri siribeis freed during the GunJwn HioU we IuhI Lh i -■ 
ile^i i iplnHi; "A guml of it man had hrcll wen riding a Clll- 
hi"rse urtd waving 4ii inmwrwe black liiwi red flag* tike the 
suand-ird bearer ef .m opposing Jinny"' ibn nyui's n.inic 
YrLis J.uiil'n JuL'kuMn .mil he led iIit nlixM to dCMioy 
London's main prison with a nhout cl "A-hoy For 
Newiplcr It would m>t he reading loci much into It En iUjg- 
gcsi that Ehib L, u-hoyr might indicate Jackson wjli a 
nilor ■■H an hud ul ways been the roort imi liumt action of 
ihc working cIbas, tn which case this black and red Hag aig- 
niilling a call EO frcedoill on the streets of London could cai- 
il> have direct links to Ik Mack and red flags oE Use 
Cflrihbcan several year* earlier, TWj thu\ cnuidenbly pre- 
dajL -t , Ejthuso Michel and ill mo^i puts tih hack in the hey-day 
oi ihe ptro&i,-* 1 

The red and black Hew again in the Caribbean in 1791 
After a huge d&VO n*vu|i, pan of the old pirate bifnngtwU 
of Htbpanidlj look instead ihc Native American name 
“Hints" und hecanu 1 the MvId'H ftrM independent Muck 
republic. Ltd hy Tnnalm L'Cluverture, the reheth defeated 
the foreeh of three empires to w m then liherly. Ihc red and 
block Hag ut Haiti hecaine it banner of EieecUnn to eigh¬ 
teenth and nitwimuh century blacks. especially to sailors 
tftjo would w ji 9 In I lain, become Haitians -md then rcLUrn 
home Hying a red and black hag American slaves aboard 
naval and merchant vcNMh wmuld Flee and seek refuge in 
tHtLtt 

OE a certain Widuim Dtividv on, we jut infotmedi "at a 
denHTfflrtnitbWI he preteeied the black flag with ifcuU and 
ervm hones, ‘Let us die like Men and imt be suFd like 
Slaves.' the Hag mid' 1 Duvadaun W'as a M-ick mail bom id 
|7kh find executed in 1820. He was born in Kingston, 
Jamtuca—erstwhile "wickedest city on the earth' and nolo- 
mm pirate capital. I Ic sp?nt Urree year* at Mtn. wm j trade 
aaioaisi, read Tom Paine and may have had some connec¬ 
tion to Toiisiainl L'Ouverture and the revolution- in Haiti. 
He Was finally executed on Mayday 1&20 with irihers for 
bem^! part of the 'L'ato Street conspiracy' to assassinate the 
entire obincl while they were at dinner. This WU intended 
ed kad to utEuek* on Mansion flouse and the Bank of 
lin^Lubd. the sea/in|j of artillery tuid to give the spark fof a 
itvoFulion in Ifrilainf^ 

//r Proud /a fly ihr Juily Ragmrf 


female convict was cm trial for piracy in the colony 
Of V i CiTiin. A gang of piraics were sentenced Its 
tiuEig, including Mary Crickctt (or Crichclt), who 
■i long with Edmund William*, lire leader of the pimte 
jj lli tg. hud been transpoTtCid to Virginia as. a feion m 
172S, 11 

However, the women pirates about whom we know 
the mo&E ure Anne llonny urtd Mary RucL Mary 
Read wa* bom as un dkg Hi mate ehild. ind brnughl 
up asi u Li tile boy by her tnolher in older to pass her 
off to her reJauec* as fcier kgHimate soil She hsid to 
he lough eo deal with ihe harsh circumslttiux* ctf her 
Hifc and by the Time she wu it Eecnsiger she was 
al reatly "growing bold and Strang/' Mary seems to 
huve liked her male idctitiiy and; cnhslcd herself els u 
sailor on a maivof-wui und then as aq Etiglish soldier 
in cite war in FliindenK. Ai the end of the war she 
joined a Dutch ship bound for the West Indies, Whra 
her ship was captured by 'Calico' Jack Kaekhtun's 
pirate crew, which included Anne Bonny, she decid¬ 
ed to throw her lot in with the pirates. She seems to 
huve token Lo pirate life and begun a new romance 
with one of the crew, When her lover got into an 
argument with a fellow pirate and was challenged to 
settle it in the pinate 1 * customary way “at award and 
pistol”, Mary saved her lover by picking a fight with 
the contender, challenging him to a duel two hours 
before (but he was due to light with her lover nnd 
then nmniEig him through with her cutlass 

Anne Bonny was bom the illegitimate child of u 
^Maid-Servam" lii Ireland and raised m male dis¬ 
guise, her father pretending she wa* the child of h 
relative entrusted to his eyre. He eventually look ho 
to Charleston, South Carotlnt* where they no longer 
needed to keep up the pretence. Anne grew up into a 
'"robust" woman of “fierce and courngmujt temper." 
EndeeU. one time "when a young Fellow would have 
Jiiin with her againNt her Will, she hent ham so. Haul 
he lay ill of it si considerable time." She ran away to 
the Caribbean where she fell in love with the captain 
Of a pirate crew called "Calico* Jack Rackhani iso- 
called because of his outlandish and colourful cloth¬ 
ing L Anne and ‘Calico 1 ' Jack, '"tinding dicy cotild pot 
by fair means enjoy each other’s Company with 
Freedom, resolved to ruts away together, and enjoy it 
in Sptgbi of all the World,." They stale a ship? from 
the harbour and for the next couple of years Bonny 
was Rackhiim's shipmate and lover n their crew 
(which won also included Mary Read disguised in 
muEe clothing, who joined them from a ship they 
captur&d) raided shipping in the Caribbean and 
American coastal waten.-u 
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One of lhe At their trial* a woman called 


Dorothy Thomas, who had been taken prisoner by 
the pirates* said the women "wore Mens Jackets, and 
long Trfimser.s. and Handkerchiefs tied about their 
Reads, and that each of them had a Miicbettc] and 
Pisiol in l)ic if HandsDespite the fact Read and 
Bonny were In men's clothing, iheir prisoner was no 
fool: she said chut "the Reason d her knowing find 
believing them to be Women was* by the Largeness of 
their Breusis." 

Other prisoner* taken by [he piruie* reported that 
Bonny and Read “were both very profligate. cursing* 
and smearing much, and very ready and willing to do 
any Thing on hoard.'" Both women appear to have 
exercised some leaderships tor example, they were 
part of lhe group dc&igttutbd to hoard prize# —which 
was a rote reserved for only the most fearless and 
respected members of die crew. When ihe pirates 
“saw any vessel* gave Chase Or Attack"d," die pair 
"wore Men’s CloaihB," but at other limes, “they wore 
Women's Cloalhs/^ 

Ruckhnm. Bonny and Read were all caught in 1720 
by a British navy shinp off Jamaica. The crew- were 
all totally drunk (a. common event) and hid in the 
hold-=there was only one other apart from Bonny 
and Read who was brave enough to light. In disgust, 
Mary Read fired a pistol down into the hold "killing 
one anti wounding others." Eighteen members of the 
crew hud already been tried and sentenced to hang by 
the lime the women came co court. Three ol them. 



including Rjuzkh&m, were later hung in chains at 
prime locations in net as a moral instruction and 
“publiefc Example" to ihe seamen who would pass 
I heir rolling corpses, However, Mary Read insisted 
that “"Men of Courage''—like herself—did not fear 
death- Courage was a primary virtue amongst the 
pirates—at was only courage Ehiil ensured their con¬ 
tinued survival.. 'Calico' Jack R&ckham had 
been promoted front qumtenuasuf 
to captain when I he 
then current captain* 
Charles Vane, had been deposed by his 
crew for cowardice. So it was an 
ignominious end for Kackham to be 
told by Anne Bonny before he was 
due 10 he lunged shat "if he hud fought 
k like a Man r He need not have been 
bang'd tike a l>ng." Both Bctmy and 
Read escaped exeeulion because 
they "pleaded dteif Bellies, being 
Quick with Child, and pray'd that 
Execution might be staid ,,JU 


Mtsson and Ubertalia 



The most famous pirate utopia 
is that of Captain Misson 
and bin pirate crew; 
who founded their 
intentional commu¬ 
nity* Ehcir lawless 
Utopia of Libertalia 
in northern Mada¬ 
gascar in the 
Eighteenth centu¬ 
ry 41 

Munson was 
French, born in 
Provence* and it 
was while in Rome on 
leave from the French warship Vactoire that he lost 
his faith* disgusted by the decadence of Ihe Papal 


Court. In Rome he ran into Caraccicli—a "lewd 


Priest" who over the course of long voyages with tit¬ 
tle to do but talk, gradually converted Misson ami a 
sizeable portion of the rest of the crew to his brand 
of atheistic communism: 


"...he fed upon Government, and shewed, that 
every Man was born free* and had as much 
Right to what would suppun him, as to the Air 
he respired... that the vast Difference betwixt 
Man and Man* the one wall owing in Luxury, 
and the other in the most pinching Necessity, 
was owing only to Avarice and Ambition on the 
one Hand, and a pwflanimou* Subjection on 
the «her 


Embarking on a career of piracy, the 2iMl strong crew 
nf the Vlcioirr called U|Hui Misson to be their cap^ 
lain, 1 Nicy collectivised the wealth ol tlic ship* decid¬ 
ing "all should be in common." All decisions were to 
be put to "the Vote of the whole Company." Thus 
they set out on their new '"Life of Liberty" Off the 
west coast of Africa they captured a Dutch slave 
ship. 1 lie slaves were freed anti brought aboard the 
Wcteirtf* Midori declaring that “the Trading for [hose 
of our own Species, eou'd never be agreeable to the 
Eyes of divine Justiecj That no Man had Power of 
Liberty of mother 71 and ihai Ll he had not exempted 
his Neck from the galling Yonk of Slavery, and 
asserted his own Liberty* to enslave others." At every 
engagement they added to their numbers with new 
French* English and Dutch recruits and freed African 
slaves. 

While craising round the CO«St of Madagascar* 
Mi ssl m found a perfect bay in in area with fertile 
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soiL fresh water and friendly natives Here the 
pirates bulls Liberia lia, renouncing their titles of 
English, French, Dutch or African urtd callillg them¬ 
selves Lihcri, They creaicd I heir own language, a 
polyglot mixture of African languages, combined 
with French. English, Dutch. Portuguese and nuliVK 
Madagascar*. Shortly lifter the he ginning of building 
work on the colony of Liberia Ini. I he Vivtoirc ran into 
the pirate Thorns Tew, who decided to accompany 
them back 10 LiberullSL Such a colony was no row 
idea to Tew: he hod lost his quartermaster and 23 of 
bss crew when they lutd left its form a settlement fur¬ 
ther up the Miiilaguscun cOBlt. The Libert— 
"T.riemirs to Slavery,™' aimed to boost their number! 
by capturing another slave ship. OH the const of 
Angola. Tews crew took an English slave ship with 
240 men, women and children below decks*. The 
African members of die |>iiace crew discovered many 
friends and relatives among the enslaved and samel 
off the ir letters and handcuffs, regaling them with the 
glories of their new life of freedom. 

The pirates settled down to become farmers, hold¬ 
ing die land in common-—"no Hedge bounded any 
panicular Man's Property^" Prices and money taken 
at sea were "cunVd into the common Treasury, 
Money being of no Use where every Thing was in 
common." 


]y impossible for any navy to police and many 
islands were unclaimed or uninhabited. All in all it 
added up to a freebooter's, paradise. 

In 1700 a new law wa_s introduced to all«w for the 
swift trial and execution of pirates wherever they 
rmy be found. Previously they had to be transported 
back to London to stand trial and be executed at the 
low tide owk at Wappiag, The ’Act tor the More 
Effectual Suppression of Piracy' also enforced the 
use of ilie death penally and gave rewards for resist¬ 
ing pinite attack, but most imptmanily. it was noi 
Inal by jury but by a special court of naval officers. 
Tlie famous Captain Kidd was tiro of ihe first victims 
of this new kiw—indeed the luw was partially rulhed 
l lining h sped Jl cully to thul n could he applied to 
him- He was b ulged ai Execution Dock in Whipping 
and his Imdy wu> then placed in a gibbet* coaled with 
tar to lie Ip preserve n, and hung at Tilbury Point go be 
a "terror to all that saw il.' The blackened and rotting 
corpse was intended to serve as a very clear reminder 
to the common seaman of the risks of resisting she 
disciplines of wuge labour; 45 

Kidd'-sense was unusual in that he w;ls executed in 
London, After l?tKl, under the provisions of the new 
law she War against the pirates would inert: a Kingly 
take place around the peripheries of Empire, and it 
wouldn't j use be one or two corpses that dangled 




The Empire Strikes Back: The End 
of the Golden Age of Piracy 

The Golden Age ol Euro-Ainei 
piracy wui roughly from 1630 to \1 
with its peak in about 17 2D. There 
were very specific coadltiom and 
circumstances ihnit led to this hey¬ 
day on the high seas. The period 
opens wiih the emergence of die 
bugcinccri on the Caribbean 
islands of Hispaniola and Tortuga. 

For most of this period piracy was 
Lulled arsHtrtd the Caribbean, and 
with good reason. The Caribbean 
islands provided innumerable hid¬ 
ing places, secret coves and 
uncharted islands. places where 
pirates could lake on fresh water 
And provisions, rest up and lie in 
wait. The location was perfect; 
lying just on the route taken by itir 
heavily laden treasure fleets from 
South America buck to Spain an 
Portugal, the Caribbean was c fleet i 


from cratstrees down near ihe cideniurk but some¬ 
times twenty or thirty at a time. In one particularly 
Significant Case in 1722 the BriiLsh Admiralty tried 

pirates of Barthokimcw Roberts 1 
?n-w and executed 52 of them at 
Cape Costs! Castle on the Guinea 
Coast. The 73 Africans on hoard, 
free or not, were sold into shivery, 
which peril ups some of them had 
craped for a short while . M 

It was Lhe disappearance of the 
llii i ipic favourable conditions. of 
the Golden Age that ended the 
reign of the pirates. Wilts the 
development of capital in the 17;h 
century came the rise of the state, 
fostered by the imperial wars that 
wracked the globe from Ib&S 
onwards. The requirements of 
conducting these vast wars neces¬ 
sitated a huge increase in state 
power. When, in 17(3. the Treaty 
of Utrecht ended war between the 
European naiLons, the state's abili- 
to actually police piruey was mas- 
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Waging War on the Whalers 

Since 1977 E moderti-day, real-life 
pj rales Sea Shepherd have 
roamed the world's oceans 
attacking and sinking 
whaling vessels and 
dritincllcrs. The block 
ship with u his^ck 
pirate Hag is ct|uippcd 

With -Spikes for rippini 
o|*.-n die sides oK enemy 
vessels and bows reinforced wtih Hi urn* of 
concrete for i an lining them, I'lying their own 
version of I tie Jolly Roger—a skull above a 
crossed shepherd \ crook and Iridcnt—'Neplune's 
Navy' have engaged in over 20 years of guerrilla 
war for murine ecology: "Any whating ship on the 
ocean is a turret for Sea Shepherd " 

Sica Shepherd Conservation Society, 3IOTA 
Washington Boulevard, Murina del Ray* CA 
90292, USA. Teh +1 (310) 30I-732S 


Smurce: David B. Morris-— Earth Warrior 
(Gulden, Colorado, Fulcrum* 1995 k 


sivcly increased. The end of ihe war also allowed 
naval ships m concentrate on hunting down the 
pirates and grunted the British even larger commer¬ 
cial interests in the Caribbean. giving an extra mo¬ 
tive so these: efforts. As the new, more powerful state 
consolidated its monopoly on violence, the colonies 
were brought into line. The practice ol den I mg with 
pimte* mid investing in piniic voyages hud continued 
in the eoUmius long after it luJ become unacceptable 
at home; it was wiped ouE by an Mcarim of stale 
power from the mother country to enforce discipline 
on the colonies. The beginning of the end was 
marked by ex-buccaneer Sir Henry Morgan 1 ! return 
lo Jamaica a* Governor with express orders in 
destroy the pi rules. Naval painds Mushed them from 
tileir lairs and mass hangings eliminated the leaders. 
Ultimately lhe pirate*" war on trade had become too 
successful to be tolerated;, the slate was lighting to 
allow commerce to flow unimpeded and capital to 
accumulate, bringing wealth to the merchant* and 
raven lie io tlie state.-" 5 

If we want to look for lhe heir* of the libertarian 
piracy of the Golden Age wc shouldn't necessarily 
only hr looking at mure recent pirates, bul rather at 
bow piracy fed into I hr Atlantic class struggle. Just 
as home of the initial impel us behind l he piracy of 
the \ 7th and l Sth CMtukt* had come from land- 
bas^d radical movements like ihe Levellers, the How 


Of ideas and practices circulated around the Atlantic 
world, emerging tn sometimes surprising places. In 
1748 there was a mutiny aboard ihc ttMS 
ilu*Mrrfirtd k near Cape Coast Casite off the west 
coast of Africa- One of the ringleaders John 
Plaoc—hud been there before; he was ore chose cap 
lured with Bartholomew Roberts back in 1722, 3c 
was "old hands like John Mace who kept alive the 
pirate tradition and ensured the continuity of idea* 
and practices. The mutineer* hoped plraie-fashion 
.settle a colony". The lerm 'to strike 1 originated in 
mutiny, particularly the "Great Mutinies" ai S pithead 
and the Norc in 1797 when sailors would strike their 
sails lo disrupt die ecu seles* Ilow of trade and the 
state's war machine. These English, Irish and 
African sailor* established (heir own ^countril" und 
"shipboard democracy" and BomecvOT talked ot set¬ 
tling a "New Colony " in A merica or MldlBattNT. 4 * 
The pirates prospered in u power vacuum, during a 
period of uplicaval and war that allowed them the 
freedom lo live effectively outside the law, With the 
coming of peace came an extension of control and an 
end io tbe possibility of jnraic autonomy. This i* not 
*o surprising really when wc consider that periods of 
war und turmoil have often allowed for reverfurionary 
experiment** enclave*, communes und anarchies to 
flourish. From l he pirates of the 17th und L Hfch cen¬ 
turies, to D'Aimimsdo"* piratical Republic of Fiume 
iiji the First World. WUr. tile Paris Commune in the 
aftermath of the Franco-Prussian War. The Digger*' 
land commune* in the English Civil War and (he 
Makhno vis! peasants in (he Ukraine during the 
Russian Revolution, il i* ofien in interstice and inlcr- 
regmuik that experiments m freedom can And .space 
lo Mower 



"Is this Utopian? A map of the world which 
docs not include Utopia is not worth even 
glancing al. for it leave* tmt the one 
country at which Humanity is 
always landing. And when 
Humanity land* (here, it look* 
out, and, seeing a bctlcr country, 
sets sail. Progress is the malisa^ 
lion of Ulopias."—Oscar 

Wilde. 7 TurSml qf Mm Under 
Socialism* 7 
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Mary Wotistonecraft 

Famous author of what is catted the first 
major feminist text— 4 Vindication af the 
Rights of Women' which argues passionate' 
ty that women should not he contained in 
the role of domestic slaves and mistresses, 
and criticizes monarchy , aristocracy and 
standing armies Os well. 

Tlic anecdotes of everyday sex isms are loo numer¬ 
ous co list, bm thai they occur continuously and with* 
orn paradox. in the radical cco move men! muM be 
examined: these are not one-off. isolated incidents, 
bui part of the patriarchal in Mure of Earth First! 
Without an underNiJinding nl -ami resistance to— 
ihe multiple power fetation:! in uur society (here c.in 
he no true social ehunge. 

Flawed Philosophies 
and Failing Philosophers 

The media construct of ocowurriors is not fur 
enough removed from the realities its be ironic. One 
of the ideologies Died is central to azo-activism is ihat 
of rofnaniieimL Romanticism is a myth of patriarchy 

i hill cream opposite s s-ueh as good/cvil, 
i it a n/wo man, nelive/passivc. This is a means of sinr- 
piitying and justifying, differences that are actually 
constructed. To be pushed into one of these 
definition* pokirises ns into restricted behaviour and 
restricted mindsets, limiting our beings and our 
potential. For example, the notion of "deienrcc of the 
planet' conveniently forgets the fact that we ore 
lighting for ourselves, Instead the CLinh is Ihe passive 


beauty, capitalism the evil dragon and we good fel¬ 
lows the noble knights. 

Ijjofc nl me mum. I've smashed the wnrIcl 

Macho posturing can take many forms. From 
masking up in cornier productive situations, to 
throwing tilings without aim and mission, boasting 
about criminal records —or worse,, criminal activi¬ 
ties. or being the person down the tunnel the longest. 
These activities often operate at a level of competi¬ 
tiveness within the network rutlicr than co-nperatinn 
ami suggest Ihftl activism is for the adrenaline and 
the recognition rather than the daily effort toward 
he tiding mus resist a nee., Warning to be seen to 
engage in heroic or hardcore activity relics on other * 1 
failure to do the same, and instead ol these activities 
inspiring other* to cake action they alienate—hence 
the problem of some people ( ht aCliviSLs") being asked 
to cake action on behalf of other peoples c.g/, people 
being asked to pie someone. or 4 save’ some land 
fron? road building. (Why does everyone need to 
take action when superman can do it for us?i Rather 
than using the most effective ladies available, 
macho activists need the most visual: bunging from 
harnesses is. in our 'movement\ a more popular 
approach rhun n)Ass direct action* and media stunts 
arc seen as "worthwhite" activity despite such Lin 
obviously problematic relationship with the media. 

("niLilKiuri U tiKl ^Mid for US 

The other side of the coin is ^hc concept of activist 
suffering:—t few suffering for the needs of the 
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Lance is [inly understood a.s the co-opted purl of the 


misses. Accountable actions fall into this category, 
as do hunger strikes with unfeasible demands. As 
most people fin particular those with responsibilities 
such os children} ure not willing to lose their liberty 
for actions of limited effective neitt. These actions 
remain, the domain of a few who offer up themselves 
for 'the cause'. As before* ihese misguided actions 
mean that most people sue esc used from taking 
action (who needs to do anything when jesus will do 
si for us?) Those who suffer most in society do not 
fetishise or glamorise suffering, This privileged 
option of personal sacrifice court! attention some¬ 
times termed 'public awareness' hut tike macho 
media si mils docs little to forward radical social 
change. 

Alongside on ideology of romantic eco-hcmiiffl 
comes a clear rejection of feminism mud other poli¬ 
tico that draw attention to divisions between W). 
I'his isafetmraessential to a polarised vision of the 
battle. Wu too are individually and collectively 
responsible for the shit that goes on. we loo are the 
villainy the wrongdoers and even ‘the enemy".— 
c.g. whilst struggling for the destruction of global 
capitalism we ure full creaming off the Third World, 
Recognising our oppression wc must also recognise 
our positions us oppressors, our privileges. This 
requires understanding the hpeeilic differences of our 
oppression" we are not equally abused by capita I ism, 
thin is dependent on our class, nur mee, our national¬ 
ity* our sexuality, and our gender The radical cco 
movement is only just beginning in address these 
issues ami still fails to carry a concept of women's 
specific oppress inn, or wnmrfl s specific resistance, 
separate from men's. 

Some oppressions are treated with more priority 
than others:: the rape of women (i hear universal 
experiences sees ns to be of le*s importance ihui (he 
rape of the curlh. Rape is seen as an individual and 
personal problem between rapist and victim rather 
than rooted in our patriarchal system. In the same 
way the destruction ol the planet may he partly cur¬ 
ried suit by com (ruction companies, but these com¬ 
panies are net the core problem. Again, lights for 
'indigenous people' j« land rights' do not distinguish 
between men's and women’s bind rights which are 
(again, nciir universally) different. Most fc trihal L soci¬ 
eties have indigenous laws which have dilTcrcni 
acces-s and control of land according to gander. 

Similarly, women's resistance is overlooked, made 
invisible, written oat of hysuny; from ihe diggers to 
ihe dockers, go directly past the suffragettes, do rtot 
collect any eredih Or perhaps worst*, women s rests- 
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movement. Just as mainstream society looks upon 
Greenpeace as radical ecology* the co-opted liberal 
end ol feminism is falsely viewed as feminism. But 
feminism is doe about whether white middle-class 



Votlafrlnede Cleyre (1866-1912} 


As on anarchist^ she believed change s in 
society had fo occur in the economrc and 
potf tied spheres, hut added the personal 
and psychological dimensions af life to this - 
the 'moral revolution ', She educated women 
to be industrially independent ., and main¬ 
tained independence herself all her fife. 

western women CIO wear lipstick or not, it is about 
poverty and violence and power, The simplifications 
ol the feminist movement* behaving as if all women 
were equally oppressed and all incti were similarly 
oppressive, are lessons for the radical eco move¬ 
ment* The feminist movement ate itself by not 
acknowledging difference—-that some women were 
closer to power Ilian others due to their class or race. 
This meant class and race struggles were not truly 
dealt with in the movement and that the mass femi¬ 
nist movement never became resistance feir the 
benefit of most women but only for the privileged 
few. 

An over-simplified vision of how to 'save' the 
world Is not only wrong, it is dangerous. The radical 
cco-movcment will wflcr co-optusn if ii ih dominat¬ 
ed by young white middle-class graduate men 
putting, their concern h first; to be- noticed* to be a 
hem, to set the agenda, to be special. For In the strug¬ 
gle for freedom ihe needs of the most dominant 
groups in society Should come East, Women's resis- 
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The First Uprising 

by Commandante Insurgents Marcos 
In NJufi-h of 199 3 Uie wmpimcms debuted ahoul 
whit would later he the “Revolutionary Laws ". 
Susana whs in charge of going around lo dozens uf 
communities to speak with groups of women and 
pul !ogelJia?j\ from her thoughts the “Women s 
Laws”, When the CCR3 gen together to vote on the 
laws, each one of the commisfilwiS got up; jusiiee. 
agrarian refunn, war taxes, rig his and obligations 
of people in M niggle and women. Susans had lo 
read the proposals that she hud gotten together 
from ihc thotigftti of thousands of indigenous 
women, 

She si a reed to read and. as she read on, (he asseni 
bly of the CCR] became more and more resile**, 
You ci hi Id hear murmurs and comments. In Choi. 
Tzoteil, Tt>j.olobalp Mam. Zoque pud Spanish, The 
comments jumped from one side lo the other 
Susara, undisturbed, chatted on against everyone 
and everything.. iB Wu don'l want to he forced into 
marriage with someone we don't want. We want lo 
have the children we want and cun lake cure of We 
want the right to hold rank in the community. We 
want the right to speak up and to he rcspeeied.. We 
want the right to study and even be drivers." And 
she kepi, going tike ihat until she vrm done, Ai the 
end there was a long silence. 

The Women's Laws that StiMJia hud just read 
meunl a Hue revolution for l he [ildlgerw^ eonumi 
niiies. Hie women responsible were receiving the 
translation in their dialects of wbat Su.viiriu had 
said. The men linked at each other, nervously, reso 
less. All of a sudden all the translations ended 
almost all at (he same lime. And in a single move¬ 
ment. ihe compaucfas responsible for the laws 
started to dap Lind talk among themselves, needless 
Co say the “Women s Laws” were approved unani¬ 
mously, A TSSlial responsible for the law com¬ 
mented "The good thing is that my wife docsnfc 
understand Spanish. because otherwise..,*’ An 
in h urgent of facia I who was u woman and a high 
infantry rank, jumped on him '"You’re fucked, 
because we re going to translate it into all the 
dialects," The companero looked down. The 
women responsible were singing, (he men were 
scratching their heads. 

...Thai was the muh; the First; EZLN uprising was 
March, 1993, and was led by Zapatista women. 
There were no casualties, and they won. 


lance (o ppiriaichy is not some sub-heading that can 
he dealt with "after the revolution \ The global strug¬ 
gle again*! body mutilation* domestic violence, 
infanticide, sexual ossauJiL rape. domestical ion, slav¬ 
ery, ilehu man tsut ion. poverty, forced sierilisation and 
forced rcpmduccitm is not nit picking. 

A n a rc h o- mi sogy nIsts An ony m ous„„ 

A 12 step plan 

These arc some ways of challenging nor social 
ccmditioning by a patriarchal culture. Macho behav¬ 
iour is not specific lo men, although often iTIOfC com¬ 
mon as mutes have been traditionally encouraged 
into stereotypical men (meaning aggresflvev dfiwni- 
nating. active, individualistic etc,) and women 
encouraged into equally limited and repressive cari¬ 
catures instead of us all achieving our full potential 
as human beings, 

1. Women's Space : Women, spend time in it, espe¬ 
cially if you don't understand why it -exists. The 
experiences of women's space arc different to 
mixed space. And let’s stop "discussing 1 it in 
mixed groups-—women's space Is neither request¬ 
ed or demanded, it is. taken and the opinions of 
men arc irrckvani. 

2. Skill Sharing: It is largely a myth. Usually it is 
about one individual teaching one or many, and 
obviously gives rise to many problems of hicrar- 
diy and patronising behaviour Lcis wnrk tin real; 
trading..,you show me yours and i’ll show you 
mine* 

3. New Women Being Fuck dodder; Tbi* is partic¬ 
ularly present, or maybe just most visible, on 
mixed protest camps, although also a problem in 
women’s camps when they are treated like 
lifestyle cruising grounds at squat cufcs/MCit] 
centres and in urban groups. Other women can 
"buddy up' with women who arc new and Ed them 
know they arc valued as activists. Mules cun be 
Friendly bui noi invasive. Everyone can pull up 
their friends or intervene if somebody is being out 
of order. Be honest, tell newcomers about prob¬ 
lems like this so they don't think they “re imagin¬ 
ing it, or that this is acceptable behaviour. 

4. Sexual Coercion; While this is such a common 
complaint, it is often kept hush husti. people not 
wanting to rock the boat As people who value 
direct action wc need to take it—girl guerrilla 
groups who have issued confrontational warnings 
or revenge attacks on known bastard* have 
claimed mixed areas as places not lo mess with 
women tn. The actions we take against corporate 
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scum can and shew Id also be lakett against rnping 
scum, 

5. Question Kvmttiin^: Why do you really want lo 
do that banner drop? Is il the hest. most effective 
attack on tins particular target or is cl ihc One I bat 
grts you ihc most credit - If you can’t be bothered 
bo go ftyposllng and engage in sabotage, but you 
will get Tricked for sunw- 
ihing high profile and dan™ 
gerou*r„ usk yourself why. 

Think carefully be fore every 
action. Jus! whal ami who 
are you doing this for? 

6. Shnt Upi Meetings -nv gen- 
emlly dommated hy a few 
mouthy individuals with I ti¬ 
de particularly constructive:., 
creative or original lo nay. 

Recognise dial some people 
arc more confident than Oth* 
ers talking in meetings. Have 
gO’rounds at ihe beginning 
and at the end of inertings 
and somewhere halfway too. 

When someone new or 
ipnieone who doesn’t usual¬ 
ly speak gels the guts to say 
something ■„ credit them. 

Property facilitated meetings 
are a great asset to those who 
don't jump in. And la Ik to 
new people or quirt people 
jtccrward: tell them you 
liked what they said, 

7. Wash Up: It's Mich a dichd 
It’s ilmoit u Joke, But it 
takes more than soupsuda to 
sort out the division of 
labour On actions do the 
things you don't usually, 
offer to do the support work, slay in the office, do 
leaflet distribution, be- —godforbid—anonymLms. 
Lf if* an action that's public then il doeSn' L need 
the bust of an affinity group off lo bum something 
down. Team up with less experienced people- 
write that leaflet with someone who's never writ¬ 
ten one before instead of your usual comrade, 

K. SistcrliEioilf To misquote one of my male 
friends- -there's no point spelling worayn all 
fanny if you don't do the arts too. Solidarity in 
sisterhood can be intcrpreiad in l (NTs of ways., be 
doi ng at least some ol I hem. 


■I, We Don't Need A not her Hero: Putling ourselves 
and others in hero-posilions, fictionalises our 
activities rather than reaching out to others. 
Bragging is neither skill sharing nor empowering 
tubers to act. Let's get humble because nothing we 
do is glorious especially nni when if* sensation 
al. The sexy factor of an action isn l the be all ami 

end alt and media coverage is 
gcncral ly counter- prodUcl i vc. 
Ijct real—seeing a young 
dread locked white boy hanging 
off a thin rope on (he TV due* 
not empower the viewer into 
I hmking ihcy can Jo I he same. 
If), Uurn: Inform yourself of 
women's resistance. historical- 
ly and geographically, IF you 
know all about I he Spanish rev¬ 
olution but not about 12th cen¬ 
tury women's rebellion in 
China widen your reading list. 
II. Abandon Yuur Privilege: 
This is ihc hard one, First we 
need to acknowledge and 
recognise ihat ax first worW 
activists we occupy a global 
position of privilege. Most of 
us also have extni power due to 
our youth fc our skin colour, our 
family class background- When 
we ignore oui own or other's 
chains they don't just disap¬ 
pear, amt ■when we topple ihese 
power relaiions most of lis will 
get bruised on ihc way down. 
Admit wc don't gel the hardest 
deal., Listen to others, we might 
not know the best way. Gel 
erMiciscd. fed cncomfarlabie + 
and deal with il, 

]2r 1'nilj Against Patriarchy: Wliile die fight 
against patriarchy is women's struggle and it is 
mi pc Tali vc tbat ’feminist' men do not hijack this 
struggle* everyone should participate in overthrow¬ 
ing systems of oppression. "Not only because men 
are capable of Us perpetration but because we cm 
be accomplices as well, by engaging in harmful 
ridicule anti by our silence, Rut the struggle for 
respect for the specificity of gender can also 
include US. by acknowledging what we are, whal 
we arc nob and above all, whal we are capable of 
becoming." - Comirandante Insurgents Maxtor 



Although the familiar picture fs of a 
peaceful middle doss woman with 
hot and placard, suffragettes 
smashed windows and set churches 
on fire, and many were working doss 
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Women's Liberation 




What follows is from an interview conducted by e> 'young anarcha-feminist' with an 'older sec¬ 
ond wave feminist', ft took place over a couple of pleasant afternoons and is an attempt to look 
into and understand the significance of what was called the 'Women's Liberation Movement' in 
the 1970s and early '&Gs. 


Tell us a bit about yourself,. 

I gut involved with ihe Women"* Liberation 
Movement in 1970 while I was a student al universi¬ 
ty. It was j very big gmup and we hud subgroups ami 
sr> forth, il was. so vxeiimg! When I was trying In 
took ui wbal I have done over the I alt nearly JO 

years, il seemed to be mainly communication .I 

facilitation, I haven’t been nut cm die greets ihat 
much. I've done a ten of work in publishing, and I've 
organised nil sorts of etui fere lives mid events, l have 
done quiie a hit of gmwoerts stun. Vvc been very 
involved with local Women s Centres, and I was 
involved in the Soho 16 catnpucgn. supporting, 16 
women who were arrested at el Reclaim the Nights 
demonsiraiLnn in Soho in [lie late ‘70s. 

What would you describe the autonomous 
Women's Liberation Movement as? What was 
ft made up of? 

Thousands and thousands of women! Ai the last of 
die iiui Eorttit Womens Liberation conferences ihm we 
had, held in Birmingham in 1978. there were 3l)Qfl 
women. You can be sure that for every woman who 
came, there were another 5 who couldn't make it. So 
there were loads of us! 1 suppose what we're talking 
about is the period between 1970 Lind 1985. We were 
organised in mostly small groups, some of which had 
some national eo-ordinaciuii Like around di He rent 
campaign*. at the soc hi list-reformist end. I'm not 
meaning thui disc inch mi as u put-down, yoil just have 
to ibipik about the differem ways that groups organ¬ 
isedL On she sociuhst feminist side, you hud the 
National Ahmnon (‘umpLiign. ihe Working Women's 
Charter ->rgaruling in trade unions, l + m sure there 
were loads of others hut those were two I sill! have 
in mind* On the radictl feminist side, there were 
things like ’Women Against Violence Against 
Women , of course there was ihe National Women's 
Aid Federation. The first Women's Liberation refuge 
was opened in Brixton in 197.T It was clear that it 
was an excellent idea, because domestic violence 
was a realty huge feminist issue. 

Opening up a refuge was taking direct 

action... 

Yes,, what happened was that these women I knew 
opened up a squat in Bn\ton and then, soon after 
that, there was a second one and within a very shm i 


lime there was a National Federation of 10 or 20 
Women s Aid refuges, mostly squatted. This is cine 
of (he things I Imd been Ihmking about, is the per¬ 
ceptions J think younger women have about whaL iht 
Wl mien's Liberal ion Movement was like, and whal 
kinds of action* we uh.A. A row witli a younger 
friend led rue to thinking about the connection wilh 
[In- campaign I'm most active in now, Friends of 
Hackney Nurseries* This is basically an alliance of 
parents, staff ami community activists in Hackney 
who want id save the threatened nurseries And 
Hackney's in a ridiculous situation, only because of 
how bad things are elite:where, that we actually have 
had one ol the largest proportions of childcare pro¬ 
vided anywhere in ihe country over the last l CM 5 
years. If you Inok at why this is, it's because of this 
huge network oliommumLy nurseries -around 23 at 




-*■ 


The 1930s saw a lot of civil unrest due to high 
unemployment ond economic depression. 
Here, women pickets bat tie It out Ot the 
Newton Steel Company srnirp In Michigan, 
USA. in June 1937, 
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the moment. Now probably the last 10 that set up 
were actually more or less out of fairty straight 
t 'iHMicil initial Ives. tint the tirnt dozen were all squin¬ 
ted by groups of feminists t £o a lot of these commu¬ 
nity nurseries that are now very straight 
tions, are actually ihe rcsuli of Women's Liberation 
activism, squatting these Couindl^owned buildings 
and refus ing lo go away and say mg h We w&nt a nurs» 
cry here! ' I think this is lenibly Important that peo¬ 
ple understand that. Particularity in Women's Aid, I 
don i know how many re l uges there are around die 
country now, and I suppose most of them arc run in 
a rather conventional way wtlh (HslLce support and 
social workers, which is mu ail totally had but, you 
know... without the really radical influence of a lol 
uf feminists squatting buildings, doing utl this si till, 


ca^latbm, have always oppressed women, and that 
was the underlying cause of oppression. And it's not 
that pdical feminists never worked with men. I was 
always prepared to, but Unit if you couldn't sort oul 
the relationship between patriarchy and weakens 
oppression, then you weren't going to be able to son 
out capitalism. That was the spill, kind, of crudely 
put. And I always felt that 1 straddled the two. Then 
there were the separatists who would have nothing to 
do with men. ml oil, down to ridiculous tilings tike 
they purged I heir record collections of anything with 
risen in Ellent And then ihcre were some radical fem¬ 
inists like myself who were utterly convinced I he 
pi ■ i Men I was patriarchy hui a) were prepared to work 
its alliances with men and b) didn't think I hat capi¬ 
ta trim was irrelevant, 


we wouldd'l have dial now, 

Most of these groups look funding at soirlC stage, 
which ms probably what Jed 10 their de-radical izaliun, 
though you wouldn't necessarily blame people fur 
taking funding under certain circumstances, Up until 
3 k months ago the London Rape Crisis Centre had 
managed CO stay a Completely autonomous feminist 
organ rittrion. And they Wtre in danger of losing their 
gtant simply for that. Also. I know of it lol of organ- 
rial ions which used Co be run collectively, Tlicn the 
London Boroughs Grants Scheme made it a condi¬ 
tion of continued funding dial they stop being a col¬ 
lective and introduce a hierarchy and a manager, My 
experience of ihe nursery campaign at die moment is 
ihat the community numeric i are entirely dependent 
on funding from the Council L ] must say, J do not 
fancy die idea of having to id I these 2U 1 groups Unit 
the only way I hey can save themselves as by squal¬ 
ling their buildings, We ll have to see. it s u slightly 
voftly softly approach right now. 

How would you sum up the differences you 
mentioned between socialist and radical 
feminists? 

Inhere was; a very early slogan 1 always felt son of 
bridged Shu gap. which wis 'There will be no 


Would you say radical feminists were gener¬ 
ally more pro-woman, not necessarily sepa¬ 
ratist? 

There wits what was called the pm-woman line, 
which is pnlilical, not about the personal behaviour 
of any particular woman, it H s that in a light between 
a man and a woman, you automatically take the 
woman 1 * side. You should, of course you didn't 
always,, but you should also believe that every 
woman was doing what she had to in order ti.i get by. 
Thai was certainty what 3 tried Co live by. So I think 
to that extent you can say that radical feminists were 
more pro-woman, but I wouldn't say they were so in 
terms of incredibly met behaviour. 

Back to those differences p I think patriarchy 
and capital are so dependent on each other 
and so related. Anarchist feminism seems to 
be fusing socialist and radical feminism by 
referring to 'patriarchal capitalism' and 
power as such as what they're fighting 
against, 

Ifs very important to understand the potilkHl of 
anarchism. I suppose I always thought of myself os a 
lilK'rUiriai] ScKialrit. Certainly Home of the political 
activists in the '60s were anarchists Eind some of 


women's Liberation without socialism. there will be 
no socialism without women's liberation.' This is 
CXtamely tntC- Il wps never that stniighlfurwsird irt 
prattLec„ but the crudest wyy of putting It Is that 
me Lulist feminists cbought the initialing cause of 
Appressjon wp_s capitalism* and that if you sort eapri 
lalism out, lhen women's liberation would son of 
eoroe .dong as a pun of ihm. And there lore they were 
always prepared to work with men. Whereas radio*! 
feminists thought the imluning cause of oppression 
Wins patriarchy and thai men. even fctefrirc you hud 


these were women who became Womens 
Liberation! sts, There were always anarchist feminist 
groups. although they were never huge. But what 
chat leaves out of the equation is the fart that if you 
look al radical feminist ways ol organising, and 
analyse them in terms of more conventional malt 
politics, the thing Ehcy're ad uni I y closest to is anar¬ 
chism, Socialist feminists tended more towards tra- 
di Eii nia I Marxiht ft Krii i s of i uuaii isaiion— luo r li re It tea L, 
democratic ceniralrit etc., which I just never had any 
tjult for. But all lIi.ii was never explicit. WLille I fell t 
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Challenging off authority in the Spanish Revolution af rWS, women 
organised and educated themselves in the Mujeres i tores' federa¬ 
tion and fought In the autonomous militias against the fascists. 


wm doing was organising my sell politically in n way 
that 1 felt comfortable wish. Thi±5 was haw most of us 
were organised. Even a lot of women who were 
definitely social isi feminisis we re organising m a 
non-hierarch ical. small group kind of way. The roan 
of lhe movement in seims of organised politics was 
the New Left, a student movement which was pre¬ 
dominantly Marxist phis women tram other radical 
political groups such as imdc unions anil hick 
groups, Bin other influences were "ordinary women", 
women who had previously nca been politically 
involved. A very interesting group was for enumpte 
a group of mums and housewives from P^ckhun in 
South London. People like iliat, and 3 suppose people 
like—a working class beneficiary of the post-war 
welfare state* we just made il up ms we went along- 
El's kind of interesting iliac it turned out to he an anar¬ 
chist type of organising. 

Could you describe the methods you used, 
of action for example? 

WhaE kinds of actions did we do\ J Well, (here were 
the famous unes, tike the first one that got promi¬ 
nence in this country, the invasion of ihe Miss World 
competition. The first kind of things 3 did were for 
example, when 3 was in my group in Cambridge., 
there was a single mother, she was having an awful 
loi of trouble with the Soda! Security* So Mime of the 
women in the group went down and occupied the 
Social Security offices, There was u lot of ihat kind 
of occupying of offices—one time a group of women 


invaded the offices of one of 
the Fleet Street papers about 
I he ways women were repre- 
senied in it. We were father 
strong on symbolic gestures. 
There wa.s a Isa lots of squat¬ 
ting. You see, chai’s [mother 
thing B when wo talk about 
acitoTL it + s very easy to gee 
hung up on patriarchal 
notions of what taking 
action's alt about I thank we 
definitely did sec from the 
very beginning that chang¬ 
ing your lilt was taking 
direct uclLOdV It's cosy to see 
how bit by bit that has been 
co-opted a nto I i fesiy I ism. 
niiikiiig my life better and 
sod the Test of you. Bui thou* 
sands of women just putting 
down the drying-up cloth, 
that was a startling phenomenal] ai the time And an 
awful lot Of women Ecfl their men. And E think thafs 
a big act of rebellion. We're rmt just talking about 
women running away to bittoAd women's refuges r 
but the Women's Liberation Movement made an 
llwI u 1 lot of women realise that Ehcy didn't have to 
slay. And statistics up m today show Ehat a higher 
number of divorces arc actually initiated by women. 
There were also an awful lot inf meetings uml confer* 
cnees, writing pamphlets, going on demctt... 

What about the group methods? 

Yes, one of the original political tools was what we 
called comciuusness-raising groups, The idea was 
you would have your consciousness niismg group m 
which you won Ed discover your common oppression 
ns women and then that would enable you to think of 
imaginative action to take. Thai was obviously 
where a lot of the personal stuff like leaving your 
husband came from—women would egg each other 
on *Go on leave him!!' And once you realised in the 
group Ehat It wasn't just you,,, Women dad support 
csicb ocher u loE. an the basic ways of taking each 
other in. 

There were certainly separatist women* not hun¬ 
dreds and hundreds, but quite a lot. enough to make 
you tccl that that was an option, whether or not you 
necessarily warned to follow chat option yourself, hue 
it encouraged the rest of us, l think. On the one hand 
J've gin quite strong reservations about separatist 
politics, because I actually don't chink it's helpful as 
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zl political strategy. However; the good side of it wai 
that chose women were absolutely clear liiat men 
were (he enemy, Nicy weren'i going to have anything 
Co do wiib mem at alJ turn] utter the revolution, umJ 
thui it was only by being scparatM thal women 
would team ihe necessity skills both practical and 
emotional they needed io tally invigorate i hem- 
selves,. ] think chut that was very encouraging. There 
was a very mOfiilisiic element about it, where women 
were made to fed tlmi unless ihcy were scparattsi 
they were Idling the sick down, Occasionally 3 now 
come across women who were very separauM m the 
'70s L-md have mellowed out, I feel kind of ambiva¬ 
lent because on the one hand l r tn pleased they mel¬ 
lowed nut 4 bit. hut on the oi lier band, I re member 
what a hard tame Ihcy used to gave people! li certain¬ 
ly was 4 viable lifestyle, mostly conducted in squats 
Or in collective women's houses, one or two of which 
lamed into women's bousing co-ops und housing 
associations. 

The consciousness* raising groups, I always 
wondered where they came from. How did 
they get together? 

What we bad from the very early days in London, 
am! in other cities as well, w r ns a Women's Liberation 
Newsletter. And basically, E think what you need Bor 
say kind of substantial radical movement is grass¬ 
roots comm uni cal ion The London Womens ].tbe- 
ELiiion Newstetter c&tnc out every week—which was 
really quite an uchicvemcnt. On the band it is a bit of 
a mystery bow women found ihcir way in. On the 
other hand, they jusl kind of did Lind lots of towns 
had Women's Centres and there were local ntwslet- 
icin. I suppose in the early days those were (be main 
public arenas. 

What would you say are other lesions that 
can be learnt from the Women "s Liberation 
Movement, especially considering all the 
talk of a 'post-feminist society' and the only 
place you find feminists today Is In acade¬ 
mia? It seems far away, women taking 
action and on the streets as feminists. 

I know! I feel weird having this conversation 
because it really makes it clear iti me bow historical 
it is in some ways, I'm sitring here with another 
grown-up who is asking inc about things like ihey 
were another lifetime. Well* I ihink the lesson dial 1 
would leam is lha! ii'^ bollocks I but we are in a poli¬ 
te nn nisi pern id. It's complete buttocks, Lin Liny level, 
from womens equal pay to the lewd of domestic vio¬ 
lence. On any indicator. women are clearly still 
oppressed. But Li's also clear chut we have made 


progress and it wtmld be really foolish. not so say 
depressing, to my women. Eiave achieved nothing in 
the last 30 yearn. One of the first lessons that I would 
like us 10 learn is there s no point giving up, you just 
have to keep plugging away. The other important 
thing is that WC need a strong autonomous Women’s 
Liberal ion Movement to make sure dial women's 
politics ure kept On the political agenda. And I think 
dial women meeting on their own us pun of a politi¬ 
cal movement is absolutely essential. The only way 
to comhfit the recent lack of women's issues on ihe 
political agenda is for women to get together wath 
other women from their organisations, ;iinl meet sep¬ 
arately. because it's so easy as it women to feel Iso¬ 
lated 1 1 id relatively powcflcU. El’s important to lake 
charge and know I lint you arc rea ly powerful, Eiuv it 
makes it 21 bell of u lot easier if you do it with a htineb 
Of other women, 

It feels like there’s nothing specific anymore 
about women's resistance, as If there was 
no point to It—alt political action Is sup¬ 
posed to be all Inclusive, Feminism is seen 
as a limitedp single-issue approach and 
women only actlon/groups unnecessary and 
even counterproductive* 

I believe it needs some of us older feminists whove 
been around since the second lime around to keep 
reminding chose of you who 1 11 call the third wave 
lor die last bit of die sareond wave or whatever) that 
actual ly these are the issues, dint we can work 
together, and it s possible 10 do these ihmg*. Another 
lesson Vd learn in that men have to bloody diunge. 
And ic B H absolutely no good for men tosil around and 
bellyache, 1 think what I have always felt is E’m run 
at ulh rim Lit Mil interested in what a man has to 
What I'm interested in is what a man doi's. Is be 
there doing 5 (W of the childcare? Is lie (here doing 
the cooking? Is lie there taking ininutca at ihc meet¬ 
ing? While the women can get on doing stuff, btisl- 
cully allowing women to take their space. 1 don't 
want to bear his theory, not in that context. My part¬ 
ner is very active politically* and lie’s very concerned 
about men’s oppression, but he channels his political 
action into stuff that’s generally pint around sexual 
politics. But what tic dt >€h a b be docs SO'ff of (be 
childcare, he probably cooks more than me, lie's 
actually She re where It counts, arid that's whin I'm 
interested in* I think 1 hut's whal any self-respecting 
woman or man should be interested in. 

I have also been interested for year* in women's col¬ 
lective history. Having this conversation with you is 
very interesting because it makes i ie realise how 


67 


Oq or Die- Voices from the ecological resistance No. S 











important it is. There him hcen a certain n mount 
thafs been researched, although rot very much* stuff 
3 ike the LhronoL!i>gy of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement, published by the Bradford I ■ cm ini si 
Archive, that's crucial. Did 9 leil you I've got an arta- 
de ihui's coming out in a hocsk fairly shortly? fc\ 
actually Lin academic book, my first academic article! 
It’s looking at the feasibility Lit" producing -in elec¬ 
tronic history of the Women s Liberation Movement, 
but what if* basically about, or why I waul it to be 
written, is because I have become aware of the luet 
rhill ihcsc mu'creations like wc"fc having me ston¬ 
ing to happen all Around the place. I ihink not losing 
our history is actually a rather political thing I bat 
could be done. 

Without seeing the Women"s Liberation 
Movement « a concluded thing*.. 

I'hiifs right, seeing il us a continuum* For god's sake 
I hope I vc got another 30 years in me, a intend to be 
part of a third wave. 



yyeixot'Fi 
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In 7 984. forty ivomen police officers stormed 
the South London hospital for women (the 
only one of its Kind in the UK) to end the nine 
month occupation in defiance of the threat of 
ffs closure . 
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The New Luddite War 

We Will Destroy Genetic Engineering! 


Two years ago direct action against genetic engineering in Britain was non-existent. Two years 
later and it has become one of the main struggles in which our movements are Involved> 
Hundreds of new people have got active in everything from mass trashings to night time sabcv 
lage, With over seventy experimental Genetically Modified (GM) test sites destroyed, our action 
is crippling the advance of the technology This article will cover how the campaign has evolved 
and some of the reasons why It is so important that genetic engineering Is stopped. Many news¬ 
papers have covered Che ecological and health disasters that could arise if genetic engineering 
goes badly wrong. Instead this article will chart the ecological, social and health disasters that 
will arise if genetic engineering goes badly right 


Though Britain tm* been ihe (Firfd World} country 
where in 1 Linus against genetic engineering hive real¬ 
ly kicked cifT. penpBe hove been reeling fur over a 
decade all over the world. The first outdoor genetic 
test site was n crop of genetically engineered straw¬ 
berries at the University of California in I9E7. The 
nighl after the plants had been irunsplatiidd Fatih 
First tan el imbed fences,, evaded security guards and 
succeeded in puEJing up alt 2,000 plants. 1 In J9K9 
Earth First Eers destroyed yet more lest she,* in the US 
which in Him inspired actions m Holland where three 
test sites were dug up. Claiming responsibility fur 
she Dutch attacks, the ‘Raging Diggers" stated in 
then July 1993 community Lie: 

'The destruction of id Ic^il field sS designed to hush 
h-urt u discussion on the subject of bio-technology, its 
wl^LE as. to offer a direct counter to probiotoclmology 
propaganda in the form of sabotage!"’ 


Throughout I he curly and mid nindics a growing 
alliance of Indian peasant groups again si 

GM and the patenting of weds. The campaign, which 
involved everything from setting upcomrnumty seed 
banks to the muss destruction of an installation 
belonging to the multinational Cargill, culminated in 
a 500,000 scrung deinmiHiraiion. Back in Europe. 
1996 saw German eco-anarehisls squatting fields to 
stop them being planted as genetic te-M ftiics- A third 
of alt sites were prevented from being sown that year 
arid many of those which had been sown were s-llEi- 
sequettiiy sabotaged. By the end of the year twelve 
sites had been dug up, and the remaining experi¬ 
ments were under 24 hour police guards Crep squats 
and nnti-GM actions in Germany continued through¬ 
out the following year. The growing international 
nature of the resisijmee shewed itBdf on April 21*1 
'97 when uctivisls simultaneously occupied 
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Monsanto F $ head offices in both Britain and 
America, Twp weeks later a GM potato lest site was 
dug up belonging to the Federai Research institute of 
Germany r The leader of ihe research project 
described it as "a direct hit'.. 

"On the Kth of June [19971 just five days after 
tho action in Germany the Super Herne,* 
Against GroetU decided io play cricket on □ 
GM potato test field site just outside 
Cambridge- Due to the nature ol ll somewhat 
muddy and Micky wicker, potatoes replaced the 
traditional red batL Fielders had a difficult lime 
Of it—nvosi of the hatting resulting m the balls' 
being smashed to pieces. Of d*e being losl 
amongst upturned soil. The entire GM ersjp was 
destroyed 

Days after tltu Sirs! British (SM test site sabotage, 
Germany saw another field dug up. this time GM 
sugar beet. Around two months Inter more sites were 
dug up in Britain followed in November "97 by the 
first of many GM site hashings by ihe French 
Cnnftift'riifinn Aponrtf Ip. 303)- T3ie following 
year saw u massive escalation of direct action in 
Britain with numerous office occupations and test 
site sabotages. In 1998 over thirty leM site* were 
destroyed„ including seven rape-seed-oil experi¬ 
ments itt different parts of ihe country on the same 
night. Last year also saw the first genetic experiment 
planted in taLand, Almost immediately the experi¬ 
ment was dug up. never (o he replaced. The year 



ended with the Indian farmer in Karnataka launch¬ 
ing "Operation Cremate Monsanto 7 by setting tire to 
three of the company* crops. 


Already this year over thirty three sites have been 
destroyed in Britain cither through coven action ui 
night (p. HII) or mass training* in daylight (p- 99), 
During t tic glorious Cumivaf ttgtiins i Capital an the 
City of London on June Nith. the British HQ of 
agribusiness multinational Cargill was closed down 
and its windows Eind foyer smashed up (p. I)- The 
iftEciYiulional aspect bus grown loo h with Endian farm¬ 
er* visiting a xquitted genetic tesi site in Essex and 
blockading a pro- GM grbcnwaJth insticiiie m London 
(p r 97j. On the other side oi the Channel, the French 
peasants arc continuing their action*. while Oems* 
i\\c Atlantic. American activists have destroyed three 
lest sites’—one action claimed by the "Ctirpaiisias’H 
As 1 write, three (people have been reiimnded In 
prison for alleged 'Conspiracy to Cause Criminal 
Damage 1 at a GM maize field in Lincolnshire Cp, 
104). For those unaware of what lies bellind genetic 
engineering this explosion of activity around ihc 
globe might seem strange. The next part of the arti¬ 
cle will aim to give a bit of background to the issues 
of power behind ihr snuggle. 

Elite Technofogy— 

Weaponry for the Class War 

Enveloj'rcd in durkjicss, ihev walked silently lhn>ujj3i 
I he fields. grtnlps ttf frit-flits intern w destruction, 



May ;«w activists occupy o trashed genetic test site in Norfolk, Loughs and lettuces 
replaced corporate agribusiness as a new community took control. 
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The elite's new technology was their target and night 
after night they laid their blow* at progress. I he 
repression tinned. but while captured einunida lan- 
puished in prison, others walked Ehe night time paths, 
l could be describing today's campaign against 
genetic engineering hut I am not. These bands ol 
merry friends are of the past and despite bravery, 
imagination and counties escapades they failed. The 
war waged at the beginning of the last century by the 
Luddites of Northern England against the etile’s new 
technology—the emerging factory system —wu 
lent* drowned in blood and coiopfpmlsc. The foltow¬ 
ing years saw an armed uprising (the Swing RioU) 
by the rural poor against new technologies m ugri- 
culture, bill that too was defeated. The price of such 
de-jrets is the ecological destruction. pathulogeully 
warped emotions and wage slavery of global indus¬ 
trialism, 

A strange tale to tell in an article about the resis¬ 
tance to genetic engineering'? No. On the nights I 
have helped destroy genetic test sites I have thought 
of people, like those described above, who walked 
the nighl lime paths before me. Listening to their 
voices both inspires me and helps me pick out the 
truth otherwise drowned out by the cacophony of 
Corporate propaganda. With YMX budgets the I'll 
departments of [lie GM compLinies. are trying to con¬ 
vince us that their technology is aimed at feeding the 
poor and increasing food production.* The Luddites 
nf the past remind u* of the reality, that the technoJo- 
foisted up tm the poor by the elite arc aimed at 
accruing profit and power, As one Indian scientist 
put it; 

"Monocultures spread not because they produce 
autre, but because they control more "* 

We and the Luddites, are fighters in the lame won 
Two hundred years ago Ehe i ^iglish elites mu in 
enemy was the peasantry who lived for the most part 
outside the cosh economy and were forever rising up., 
The elite used the enclosure of loud and the mecha¬ 
nisation of crafts and agriculture to crush the rebel¬ 
lious autonomy ol the English pont P The class was 
eradicated by physical force and the elite's tcehnoln- 
d} and forced either to become cither wage slaves in 
ihe emerging factories or on the farms of the rich. 

Two hundred year*, and many struggles later, the 
Stilish poor are for the most pan wasting thear life in 
crap jobs or depressed and drug-ridden on the dole— 
their rebelliousness almost mildly extinguished, our 
bturay forgoiten.Meanwhdc the —now global—elite 
continues to wage a wur on the class that remains the 
Tnain threat to Its existence—the global peauiytry, 


The Triumph of the Code 

Enabled by the Eotail colonisation of the seed, con¬ 
trol ol the global food industry will be further ecu- 
tnibsed into the hands of transnational ecarpuni- 
tions. This is the technologies' aim. This fusion of 
lhe agribusiness corporation Lint) ledinn-sdence 
now culminates in the triumph of the logic of the 
code; in particular, the gewtie-code of biotechnol¬ 
ogy. and cite har-etkic of QOftsumer-induwUI capi¬ 
talism. The gcoedc-codt and the bar-code are the 
means through which ever mure aspects of con¬ 
temporary life nrc being colonised, commodified 
( and controlled- In this context, perhaps the fusion 
of these [wo codes may even Lend to the unprmttng 
of bar codes directly onto the DNA lT genetically 
engineered orgarttHrris, Scientists at the Novagdnc 
corporation liave apparently already “devoted enor¬ 
mous time :irul money to write the company logo 
into a cell, the world's firs! living trademark.' 
(Cary Fowler et.al, “7Yie Laws &f ^/r', 
Development Dialogue. 1/2 IrtKH, p. 55.) 

The relative autonomy and link with the Land which 
fuelled the Zapatiasias in Mexico, the Viet Cnng in 
Vietnam and the MST in Brasil im to be destroyed. 
This is where genetic engineering comes jn. 

Tlie new technologies being pushed by (he food 
industry—a sector which has more companies in die 
top 1000 than any other—aim to purposefully 
destroy the social fabric that keeps the land commu¬ 
nity together and to fully tncorporal# (he peasantry 
into the global cash economy. Hie threat is neu¬ 
tralised and becomes tuel for the machine's further 
expansion. 

To understand genetic engineering you have to 
look at the process it is part of. The East thirty yenra 
have seen, in what wtis culled The 'green revolution 
(sic), massive mdusEriuliSiAtaon of agriculture in the 
Third World. The highly expensive inputs for indus¬ 
trial agriculture; machines, pesticides etc, have 
forced mi 11 ions of small farmers off their land. 
Mectmni^ioo has made redundant many jobs done 
by agricultural labourers* This process is purposeful, 
as Li w j.s two hundred years ago when Ehe elite dis¬ 
possessed our ancestors. As one pro-intlust rial isal inn 
advocate put it; 

"Economic development, U not compatible 
with ihe rnuiuULinance of a people's traditional 
customs. What is needed is a change in the 
totality rtf their culture and their psychological 
altitude, their way of life. What is therefore 
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required amounts to social disnjanisDlion, 
Unhappiness and discontentment in the sense 
of wanting more itian is obtainable is to be gen' 
erased. The suffering and dislocation ihat is 
esuscJ is the price that has to be paid for eco¬ 
nomic development. " 7 

The poof pay the price while ihe elite reap the pmf- 
il. Radical social movements usually can't keep up 
with live rapid race of social change, fmlin^ to effoc- 
livciy organise. As a, result the dispossessed turn 'Stic 
violence of the green revolution’ not on than ene¬ 
mies (who sit back eomi'omihly in air conditioned 
offices often thousands of 


ecological dust ruction than uny other factor 
Corporate PR agencies have been spreading ilk' i| 
thill GM crops will need less chemical spraying 
arc therefore good for the environment. The truth 
that ihe most common GM plant varieties have 
engineered to be "herbicide tolerant'.. 'Illis enable i 
crop in he sprayed with more chemicals than ever 
before. 

In general* genetic-industrial agriculture is charac¬ 
terised by both continuities uld discontinuities wish, 
i lie cheinicaUinduistriEai approach of green revolution * 


agriculture. 


miles away) but on I heir 
own class und families. 
Increases in suicide, tin: 
domestic abuse of both 
women and children, and 
the m-emergence of seri¬ 
ous com mu nal/rel igi ous. 
Conflict have a]l been 
linked by Indian eeo-fem- 
inisis to this social dislo¬ 
cation^ tn general women 
bear the brunt of the hor¬ 
ror caused, especially the 
mnl non rshi m e nl and 

hunger. In her new book. 
Gennaine Greer points out 
that women are also 
mcreas i ng Ly bu rdc ned 
wilh ihe sole responsibiti- 
ty of child rearing. Lone 
ft mu Ic beaded I ail i i he s 
arc Use poorcil sector of 
ihe worlds population. 

+ 'As she extended funni¬ 
ly has crumbled under 
the pressure of urbani- 
saiion, increasing land' 
lessness and economic 
change men no longer 


udnvtJc 

Modification 


Find out TT\Qtr 
and express 
your views 




Jaws drop at an agricultural fair when 
OctivistS trashed a GM display crop. 


ccrfiwtrained hy their elders to live ftS husbands 
artd fuihcrx have kicked away from women tad 
children. One quarter of all families. in the 
world are headed by a loan female. In the 
Caribbean. Latin America and Stiff Saharan 
Africa it is about a third and rising,”' 1 
Going hand in hand with the destruction of human 
lives, ha*, been devastation of the ecologies those 
lives were once a pan of, [n ihe Third World, us m 


Britain, industrial agriculture is responsible for mare 


ll is contiiKHiii with a id 
ihe extent ihat ihey h>ih 
share a static* onv-dimerv 
% Lima L earn modified, 

frag ni c tiled. n m form, 

toxic, and capital and 
iiipul-inlcnsivc approach 
to agriculture. Cienetic- 
induscrinl agriculture will 
continue, and indeed 
extend, the Industriali 
lion of agricultural pn> 
dnetion, including the 
practice of monoculture 
cropping, the rcplacenicnt 
of diverse plant varieties 
wish static laboratory- 
bred varieties and Else use 
of toxic inputs. 

Genet i e e n g t nee ri rig 

wj]] abo enable (tie 
destructive practices of 
mdtislrinl agriculture Eu 
continue where they may 
otherwise have readied 
their limits by creating 
plums that can tolerate 
greater quantities of 
chemical inputs or that 
are adapted to the soils 
degraded by industrial agricultural practices. For 
these reasons, Ihe new genetically engineered 
needs and inpitis wilt perpetuate and intensify ihe 
environmental problems und concent rations of 
power and wealth produced by chemical-irniustria! 
agriculture. Indeed h is the very same multination¬ 
al eorpciration^ that have developed and continue 
to sell chemical products and hybrid seeds that sue 
now developing and commercialising ihe product*. 
od genetic engineering. 


92 


Do or Die Voices from the ecological resistance Nfc 8 






















Despise these eominuirks, the el lie's tww tech¬ 
nologies differ significantly in ihc mode in which 
they take hold of nature ami reconstitute if in new 
forms, since they now engage with OffStuihim ai the 
molecular level. Iti being able to tamper directly with 
the genetic siniemre of organisms. and. io transfer 
genes across specie* boundaries, genttiv engineering 
mailcs new kind* of ecological dangers as well as 
tick Conns of social control,, 10 

The Colonisation of the Seed 

the relative autonomy of ibe pcamnlry ha* always 
rested on iu ability lo grow iiis own food without the 
major involvement of the market. Every harvest 
fanners can collect the seeds from their crops mul 
mow the Col lowing year, fn many ways, flic seed 
bath symbol kully nnd actually holds ibe key to free- - 
duin. Understanding this, die elite's new technolo¬ 
gies change the seed from it key to freedom lo a key 
in further slavery. 

One of the moil important weapons being devel¬ 
oped fur use against the rural poor b 'terminator 
technology’. Terminator technology allows seed 
■mirtpanies to sterilise new varieties, meaning that 
fimers wall not be able to obtain healthy seeds for 
itiL- following year at harvest. Instead, every year 
day will have to buy seeds off the corporations. This 
h anue again ail extension of the green revolution 
fthich created hybridised seeds that were by nature 
f&eriJe. However, in the past, hybridisation has not 
teen possible with many crop*. Tcrminiitnr lechnul- 
agy will allow companies to sterilise any of their 
wclU, Research at the moment as aimed at crops such 



Indian farmers tn Karnataka burn CM crop In 
’Operation Cremate Monsanto". 

els rice, wheat, sorghum ami soya Iteans, the basis of 
ll large section of the world's daily survival. To para¬ 
phrase Brecht;. “First control their fodder, then 
you're in control of their philosophy". 

'Through patents and genetic engineering, new 
colonics are being carved tmi. The land, the 
fores is, the rivers, the oceans, and the atmos¬ 
phere hiive li tl been colonised, eroded, and pol¬ 
luted, Capital now has to look fur new colonies 
to invj.de and exploit for its further accumula¬ 
tion. These new colonies are, in my view, the 
interior spaces of the bodies of women, plants 
and animals, kesismnee Lo [biotechnology | is a 
resistance to the ultimate colonisation of life 
itself—of ihe future of evolution as well as the 
lulu re of mm-Western traditions of relating so 
urtd knowing nature. It is a struggle lo protect 





The structures go up and the sun goes down over a GM crop squat fn Essex. {May 1 999} 
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.on life and CM icchncl 
They arc irrelevant, nmt 
■, I Live ilkL- power to *(and up 

to the ykibuJ elite pu^kinf 
^^SentlK engineering. Tbfl 
18 was graphically shown si 
the tyW Internstien^ 

a . Bio-Safety Proi 

r Jwt \j.. L1 . ,i L-i ► krw 


Negotiations; II 

““As ever the motives ^ere 
money and power, wiih ik 
N. Americans warning eh 
continue in their global co 
tml, tine Europeans Irving I 
re-ussm their right to 
global ftmy it par with ft 
Americans: Lind lbe 

Southerner* trying io be 
spared from continuing to 
ihe prey ’ 13 

The mobf/jwtton rommijnlffes ott around the country ho s succeed- r ‘ ,c t|ILutc K t:ilc 

ed fft engendering wide scale mistrust of GM. The next stage must be u * Dv fcwolde Egna 

massiw a$$ault$ on the corporations and scientists behind I he lSu ‘ ^ Ui ^' rpl . m “" ia6tr 

ODproachin^ nightmare* C/w those AMs a mas* and a monfceywrench, Et * UO|>ia 

Protection Authority and 


die freedom of diverse. species to evolve. It Is a 
struggle ui pmEeci ihe freedom of diverse cul¬ 
tures to evolve/' 41 

Like moM dominant E^u-bjuitogtos in this society, 
genetic engineering is mi ecologically destructive,, 
socially devsvtatlng weapon used by the elite in its 
coni In ui ng war of expansion against I he wild and ihe 
worlds pour, In ibis context ii h bnndy to remember 
that Monsanto was the prEHlueer ot Agent Orange b 
the chemical defoliarti used by AjwHcs in ita war 
with the peasantry of Vietnam, Ii is no accident dial 
Clii.ip.iv, home to ihe Mexican Zapatistas is Pie I in 
place whore GM trees arc he lug oonunefcicblly 


chairperson of Ehe A Incan group of delegates at ihc 
negotiations. His conclusion was I hat global elite's 
aim in running the conference wax probably that '“ii 
merely wished fu fool its own public". 

On ihc surface, consumer boycotts look more 
hope tub at leasl ihey liil Ihe companies m (he pock¬ 
et. Due to mad cow disease and other similar mm 
the Biropenn public are very 1 suspicious of Anything 
the companies and government say about food- Most 
people also led tiial GM ia inherently “wrong", thai 
is ‘tampering with nature' H Despite massive FK pro¬ 
paganda hy both the state and ihe corporation! ihi* 
view 1 only solidifies. A report leaked to Greenpeace. 


grown. J - 


Wrjtlcn for MonsurtEo reveals: 


Disarming the Elite 

What strategics can we me"! Many reformist cam¬ 
paigners have mistakenly pinned (heir hopes on two 
tactics: (a) lobbying government and (bs consumer 
boycotts. Neither of these tactics can Stop Or serious¬ 
ly slow down genetic engineering. Lobbying the 
*iate will never have an impact because Western 
governments arc in fuel corporate front* and genetic 
engineering is Loo important to them. Third World 
elites who see genetic engineering as a further grasp¬ 
ing back ol the small amount* of power they hive 

over their Eml, .iJiiiosE imaumlnusly oppU&C puLcrUs 


““An ongoing collapse of public support fur 
biotechnology and C5M food*. Ae each |Kiint in 
this project. wc keep ihinking that wc have 
reached ihe low point mid lhaE public thinking 
will stabilise, but we apparent]y have not 
reached that point'. 14 

Some retailers interviewed believed there was j 
“ fifty-fifty 1 chance of “losing lo the pressure groups". 
Against the udds, (hanks mainly to small 1 ocaJ 
dcmonstnilions, Lrullcy blockades, determined 
IcaltcEing and pure public cynicism many retailer* 
ate backing out of GM foods. Indeed, the elite is get¬ 
ting very worried at ihi* tHuatioiL The deputy head 


94 


Do or Die Voices from the ecological resistance No* £ 































After campaigners destroyed the first G M 
frees in Britain, me scientist adopts the 
dewy eyed 'how could they cat down the 


trees* expression. Hey ■ / thought us eco-war¬ 
riors had trademarked that look , 

of i\w American Tteosory said in a Mate men L u> the 
S^nutc this spring thm the campaign against genetic 
engineering in Europe "is the greatest block to glob¬ 
al ccontimic liberallutlon presently in existence' 8 . 
People deserve to give themselves a put on the back 
fin this. However, a* ihic iti^cin market for GM crops 
will he in the Third World consumer boycotts in the 
flrsi wot)d cannoB stop the advancement ol genetic 
engineering. 

Two hundred years ago the English elite was 
farted to constmet its new technological weapoo- 
ty—ihe factory system—in hostile territory. Night 
aUlm night the Luddites of northern ting I and laid 
waste to the technology they knew was aimed direct- 
Iy at the destruction of their eommtmties. Two hun¬ 
dred vFiji's IiiIl i , die elite designs its new tedinologb 
cal Weapons thousands of miles from I he people who 


will eventually feel the effects. Unable Eo reach and 
destroy the experiments themselves ibc peasantry sue 
forced to rely on us to be the long anus of i he third 
World. Wc musl make the territory hnslife ergum. 

The challenge has been taken up and people all 
over Europe are walking in Lhe footstep* of the 
Luddites. The test sue sabotage is crippling the 
development, of the technology, giving valuable 
breathing space to Third World movements and real¬ 
ly beginning in intiiihdate companies. Tins year niter 
many of ns test sites were destroyed, Britain's lead* 
sng plant breeding company, CPR Twyford. 
announced that it was pulling out of the development 
of CM crops. In a press scuicmcFU they said; 

“„■!( wns felt that the risks off continuing work with 
GMOs were not wcirth taking while the threat of 
ii[discriminate vandalism exists." 

Other research organic!eons have also giveei up on 
genetics due to the possibility of their crops being 
uprooted. This includes the Royal Agricultural 
College who were told by their insurers that premi¬ 
um* would rise massively if GM crops were planted. 
Nearly half of all test sites in Britain have been 
dot roved this year and the number will continue to 
rise. 

As the Luddites of today, we know that given the 
continuation of this society, halting—forever—the 
development of new rechootogico] weaponry might 
not be possible. Even if we don £ succeed in slopping 
genetic engineering we have already stowed down 
llie introduction of ihi* technology. When this means 
in real terms is that we 1 vc succeeded in delaying the 
further degradation of the lives of millions of people. 
Wc have delayed for months, maybe yearn ihe eco¬ 
logical destruction, hunger, dispair and domestic 
abuse lhal social dislocation brings. Ef that is all we 
succeed in then we have achieved much- 

Growing the Global Land Community 

As welt as the "thumb in the darn' aspect of ouli-GM* 
campaigns, the resistance is serving other purposes. 
Groups all over the world ore linking up, Braining and 
learning from each other. France, America. Britain, 
Holland. Germany r Ireland and India- people are 
together taking action. The hope for a free and eco¬ 
logical future lies in these embryonic movements 
which understand their enemies are the machine and 
its musters, and their comrades the land and it-s 
lovers. In helping to catalyse the growth ol these rev- 
oluiioiiary ecological group* around the world the 
elite may have designed it weapon which will 
rebound on themselves. 
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Under I lie cover of the mass. masks and midnight 
we. cKl 1 new Luddites, will cormnuc to fight back in 
the land struggle ibat ha.4 never ended. 

^Together we, I tic peasant and you. the puor of 
EiiTiipL 1 will fight tlie mulilnaiLonals with our ^ail, 
and together wc will succeed in defeating them!" - 
from a speech in London by an Indian peasant of ihe 
Bharta Kigali Union- Punjab, May 1999 
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The Inter-Continental Caravan 



■{Industrial agriculture has],.. driven millions of peasants off their land... to the slums of the 
cities.--. The introduction of genetic engineering in food production will Increase,., the control 
of agri-business of the food system.... causing massive ecological hazards,,, and the impover¬ 
ishment of farmers all over the world.,. Genetic engineering and patents on life represent one 
of the most serious threats ever faced by humankind.,/ 

From the ICC manifesto, by the Union of Peasants of the State of Karnataka (KRRS) P India. 


In May 1999 a eouchloud of Indiana am! Nepalese, 
mmtly from peasants onions in Cl li jiOTi.it und Punjab 
rnived in Britain. They were pan of the IrtOflr 
ComiAenitol Caravan ffCCJ, in which nearly ‘MK> 
campaigner* from the South travelled through 
Europe. holding iLilks, dtmooytrai Ions and direes 

DELIUS 

The initiators were I he Union of the Peasant* of she 
Si.de l*K KuniatakLL CKRR.S> whose previous nctjcnis. 
include she brick by brick destruction of an install a- 
linn belonging to the multi national agri-business 
him Cargill: she de^trueiion of she fir*t Kentucky 
Pried Chk'lccn in India; and burning genes ic lest sines 
and j demonstration again s,e ihe World Trade 
Organisation involving .KJO.OOfl people.Their aim 

n3i this project was in bring altcnlion in Europe to 
i!ic Sniggles in She South and [ink up with western 
fftiiips 'fighting she same banks 1 . The organ tsar inn 
of the ICC was absolute fucking chaos, and ihe pro- 
jeii n sdf gucstksnubk (sec pisgc 2*0 hut as one of lilt 


cook* ] found ihe experience of iticeiing the (mam 
rctilly inspiring.We chitted with them between 
meals, teams tfbnui esu’b others* movements and 
swapped stories and addresses. J Fhc faniKrs were 
keen eo do some actions and ihe main vent of their 
anger while they were in Britain wa* genetic engi¬ 
neering. For u* here in the west, shu motivation 
behind our fighs againsi genciic engineering can be e 
bit abslract. For the Indian fanners it's about their 
own survived. 

In May she Nufkld Institute, a green w ! ash think 
iLLcik, rekascd a repon urgning ihat genetic engineer¬ 
ing was needed so help the third world poor- In what 
was a beautiful coincidence, the day they released 
the report coincided with the arrival of the ICC- The 
fallowing day the third world gave its reply. After 
marching from a public meeting half a mile away, the 
farmers and a hundred supporter* stormed the office, 
and blockaded Ihe si reel outside. They demanded a 
meeting wish the head of the Institute* which she 
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explained [Jim alter the peasantry b:id been difpos- 


totaily NhtKfccd, shaken and confused staff agreed to. 
They were told by the Indians that 

LL We will not Let y i*Ur corporal ions justify genet¬ 
ic engineering with the lie that it will alleviate 
the suffering, dispossession and poverty dun 
cliese same coqwni[itini» ore responsible for 
and hope to Increase—wUh the introduction of 
GM crop* to our country"' 

Whilst inside the green washers were being given a 
hit of an earful ouisidc Punjabi: fanners taught British 
activists Indian anli-GM chams The meeting ended 
with the farmers asking for payment for the advice 
they had given she institute, 

"After all. you pay u fortune 
for an cngilih researcher's 
opinion on how to run our 
lives and we have come all 
the way front India so tell 
you how wt will 
lives*" 

Tliis was as far m I am aware 
die first time that anyone has 
demanded payment from an 
insiilution tor the service 
bEoL-kacling, occupying and 
closing down its office[ 

Meanwhile up norths activist 
friends were attempting to set 
up a crop M^uat to host a visit 
by the Indians. Moving in late 
al night, they sec up on a genet¬ 
ic test site near Nottingham 
which had been trashed weeks 
lie fore. The tripods and shelter* went up^ everything 
suns going like clockwork, thin was until the cops 
turned up. Under squatting law the occupation of the 
site was actually legal but the police would have 
none of it. They moved ;in the next mom mg and 
evicted cite site. A disaster! The northerners, by now 
weary from .seam sleep, set about preparing to take 
■ mother sue. Driving near ly two huiuhed miles souib 
they took over a trashed gciiclic test site in Essex. 
Once again the tripod and benders went up und 
everyone awaited the cop* Thankfully Essex police 
were less vigilant than their northern counterparts. 

L lie news of the successful occupation got, to us in 
London and after a hit of deliberation i'Cim we shaui 
xlogoi u? p one farmer asked. *Yex\ Oh then u p 
come') half i he Indians and us from I he cooking 
crew climbed on hoard the bus and set off. Driving 
through London the Indians spotted some allot¬ 
ments—which being fanners fascinated them. We 


sessed these smalt sites were all the land available to 
the poor They were truly horn Tied.. Essex really con¬ 
fused them. As wc walked for two miles—flags in 
one hand cooking pens m ihc other—through vast 
jgi i- business fields, one Indian asked where the peo¬ 
ple lived- To them a deserted countryside peppered 
for the most pan with the houses of middle class 
farmer* and commuter* wa* a horrific vision. Seeing 
our country for a moment through their eyes really 
revealed how dispossessed WC really MV, 

After weaving our way through various Helds we 

arrived at the crop squab In 
whnl was ,i truly bi^/are 
moment the lisdimih wulked 
onto the *i(c brandishing their 
placards and chanting in 
Punjabi greeted by some 
British activists playing iiilmh- 
doHns. fiddles and assorted folk 
paraphernalia, We cooked up a 
big soup and everyone sat 
down to cat. Activists from 
both countries discussed strate¬ 
gies over dinner A Punjabi 
sung a beautiful song from she 
resistance again si English 
Imperialism accompanied by 
one oar our own mandolin 
players. After she applause fin¬ 
ished one Gujunti exclaimed 
Wove we fight the grtafosi 
empire ever together'* Very 
strati it was lime fur the farmers to gu, the Sikh* hud 
an appointment m the Temple. Banner* and flag* 
were swapped with the Indians promising thus they'd 
pul our banner at the front of theif rtesc dcmu in the 
Punjab. The sun *ct on our two flags llymg together 
on the site monopoly Cheesy m it all sounds the 
Indian fanners visit really gave me a feeling of glob¬ 
al unity. The Indians too seemed to feel this. One 
said! 

,L Wc have not even dreamt that people ol thts part 
of the world, die peasants and she pour people of 
Europe would join u.s in our struggle against the 
multinationals. With this we are nut only happy, we 
are si/engihened. empowered and we assure you 
wt"II double our fight. " 

After lour days iti Britain we waved the caravan 
goodbye as it drove off to France—where the Indian 
farmer* linked-up with the union of french peasants, 
and destroyed a GM-riue test cite 
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Agr’Evence! 



Du the IHUi of July !W a 700 activists rip|icd P rolled 
and paged tiicir Way Ltnough twenty five acres of 
contaminated farmland in Walling ton, 
Oxfordshire—destroying a Held uTGM oilseed rape 
24 times bigger ila=in ll football pilch in another 
insiuElmeni of The Big Match hciweei'i ibc bio-tech 
bullies, and their gtwmmeni bp dip, (the eo titrate 
irulprii being AgrEvu in ibis. ease) Lind... well, just 
obenji everyone cist®! 

The Stop she Crop National Rally and GM test site 
'visit’ began innocently enough despile the bevy of 
police eantetm Riming people don mug soils (it pays 
id gel your disguise an in advance!). In a field oppo¬ 
site the offending site, u seriously hoi summer sun 
Mu/cd down on hundreds of disparate people drawn 
from all over ihc country who spent die first hour or 
so fortifying themselves on cheap organic food, info 
stalls, speeches by George Monbiot* Alan Simpson 
MP and cookery writer Lynda Brown and of course 
music from Seize die Day. In a liiile while, all these 
people—from the most liberal to the mnsi hard¬ 
core --would perform nn act of united ^Kintunciiy. 
No conspiring, m> retiring liberal s--jusi ihe recogni¬ 
tion by everyone there ihat there was only one thing 
to do--and ii wasn't holding buds. 

When [lie calking was over, the crowd transformed 
it^rlf into u unforgettable army m white. Within 
minutes 4;ir arriving at the cdje of die field, middlie- 
Hnglandeis and anarchist alike 1indictiraguisluibte 
pom each other in thdr paper armour ’) ploughed 
iucu die crop—a 700-sironf demolition crew. 


In the we I Sirring heal. Hag poles, scarecrow*, 
space hoppers and placards became tools to tnssb the 
trLtTids—breaking stalks. flattening huge swathes of 
genetically modified crop, ripping plants whale aut 
cif the sundried soil. When, we first stormed the field, 
there wm barely a cap in evidence—sport from 
police cameramen vainly snapping pictures of hun¬ 
dreds of identical while suits and masks. Later on, 
>naieh squads bumbled in and bumbled rml i|usually 
wjchnuL a snatch) proving mainly dial cuppers' boot* 
arc belter than most at smashing crops! 

By four o'clock about hall or us remained on the 
held and wc slowly made our way out, hooping those 
not in suits towards the middle of the group so they 
wouldn't gei picked off* tf fa Imperative Lo wear a 
white suit on I his kind of action unless you want to 
he U silting thick. E saw two unmasked people 
snatched who weren't even on the fie Id!. 

As i his East group made its way up I he road la the 
1 reception' field, ihe police closed in for their usual 
last-minute muscle-flexing session, joined by horses 
ufld riot cops fresh from (watting people al (he 
HtElgfove Farm cat demo. They matte sis arrests in 
total; 4 charged with criminal damage, I with 
obstruction and damage to a police vehicle and the 
loaf with violent disorder. There were enough people 
Ehcre ttii have Je-airesied everyone, but it didn't hap¬ 
pen, 

Ai ft o’clock, everyone climbed hock into iheir 
couches. Thai night the sun went down on another 
farm scale tevl site, die 3rd of seven ns bjie the dusL.. 
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Teal sites destroyed in 
1997, (4} 

Test sites destroyed in 
1990. (32) 

Test sites destroyed in 
1999. (35 so fad) 

Police surveillance car 
burns ai test site! 

GM soya imports contam 
mated at Liverpool docks 

Test sites occupied by 
crop squats, ' 

GM show crops trashed 
at agricultural Fairs. 


As of July, 
more than a 
third of alt test 
sites have been 
trashed. So ^ 
don’t get 
despondent, 
there’s plenty 
left for you. 


ICO 
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'My First... Genetic Crop Trashing’ 


Actions on genetics test sites were increasing and our group thought it was high time we took 
part.Td taken part in riskier actions before and ones involving more damage r but walking to the 
meet up point t still felt a pang of misapprehension. I met up with my friends and after waiting 
for someone who was {as usual) horrendously late* we set off. 

Otindted us we were* five in [hr buck of a pretty 


Njnril ear. I worried about whether we d gel topped 
for dimply being overloaded' TTvurv 3 worried aboul 
not having a (which I quickly improvised by 
ripping dll my longjdhns below l tic knee). I worried 
V. herb n cop or behind m sinned nushing iis tights 
motioning (or the uar, behind us* fo pull over 
Thankfully alEcrahoul quarter ohm hour on the rtwd 
Ehc Liulc voice in my head raying ikix h madams' 
became less audible IT you’ve never been involved 
in riH-ky direct action then you may have a view of 
those of us who do il as ’brave and courageous'. The 
reality h everyone gels scared —you ju-m leam to 
ignore the rugging voice in your head. Experience 
pushes up [he threshold so [hat you rind li easier and 
cihicr Uj silence dial voice in riskier anil riskier situ- 
-iunnv In iruEh it a only our fear that holds ns back. 

After about half an hour in die COT. yabheritlg Willi 
nw males, the feelings of m isuppreberiHkm turned into 
ones of anticipation. The adrenalin started to rise. 

Halfway to |he lairgel ni.Ee We nice lip W r ilEl uni alter 
Van full. Wife didn’t know’ everyone bin we Enisled 
EhtisL- we did eo bring only sensible acccrnpltces We 
■still hiid a few hours ol driving ahead of us so those 
uf ns in the buck went lo sleep, Awoken from our 
drcurns with the news that we Were fifteen rclinUBCs 
.away Imho the large! we gobbled some chocolate and 
psyched ourselves up. 

C.lne of u% had recced the site out beforehand so 
ik\piic (he rather vague grid refemces on the gov- 
uminent register we knew exactly where io go. Our 
t.ir drove pasi the field llrsi to cheek it nul. All 
earned quiet. We paired up a nearby lane and our 
rapped looking army piled miL We stretched our legs 
ami went to sit behind a hedge—wailing a while for 
our eyes to grow’ accustomed to lhe darkness. 
Someone darted nattering and was answered by the 
first of many shushes. After about ten mmules, we 
’.urifJ trudging through the field*;. Walking along 
il’^ side of the hedgerow* wc ducked down that 
May can passing on the i now deserted I country road 
Would not see US, Aillipatioii. anticipation.., 

A few Helds and a l«i of shutlies laEef, wo arrived 
al the tiugel—a test lire of genetically engineered 
Jiiical. Sj lenity wv gut to Work crushing tlWCTOp, We 


all had different techniques—some edged, forward 
kneeling on ihe ground and breaking urmfblK of 
wheat methodical hul slow. Others simply Dim¬ 
pled the crop, while some munched u path itirough 
the experiment with gardening shears. A house was 
in sighi K but we were alt dressed head to loc in black 
and it being laic, we hoped ihc inhahitum* were 
wrapped up in bed. 

As we had giver! ourselves half an hour lo ‘carry 
out our mission'., we checked our watches regularly. 
Alter what seemed like twenty minutes I looked ut 
my watch only to find We had only been there for 
eight. lE had rained all day so the wheat Was Wet and 
soon wc were alt seeking, We didn't care—the 
adrenaline was rushing. Our faces were sombre and 
we were concent ruling on [he job at band. S uddenly 
the halogen security lights on the house came on— 
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shining with surprising force directly uitifii m. After 
a moment of panic we realised they'd probably just 
been set off by a fns or something and we got back 
to our work, Soon afterwards ih^ lights blinked off. 
After quarter of an hour boredom w'lls setting in— 
then someone realised (hat the crop would he 
destroyed quicker if we all lay down in a line and 
roiled over ii, As we all rolled around humping into 
each other ihtr xabcf luces tuned to maniacal grins, 
Apart from swimming t challenge anyone to find □ 
quicker way m pel looked ihin rolling around wd 
fields m die rain, tl was truly great 

Time was running out and no we sped up our 
rolling, This induced lot* df dizziness, maybe not 
the best dung lo happen on an action you may nciM 
i ci run a way from til any time. It w>as al thi^ point; that 
a ear drove past. It’s headlights reached out toward* 
m but diankfully we remained in die pitch dark, 
What a surreal sight would have greeted the driver tl 
his headlights hadn't been so dirty. As we came to 
I be end of our ‘missinn time" every minute seemed to 
go quicker. By now it was pouring and wc were all 
pretty weary but a ihird of the crop was still intact. 
Breaking our own (sensible) rule we stayed ten min¬ 
utes extra, The tcoBion had really hi nil by now and 
mixed with a hie of Action hysteria every sound of a 
distant ear brought womed expressions. 

We finished off the crop and happy hut tired from 
our manic work we trudged buck to our vehicles. 
Walking kin over. tmeu again a sudden rash of cars 
drove past -oblivions to our little tribe live led 
away on ihe other side of she hedge—we hetped. Just 
as we gtq to the car someone realised they'd 
left a ]*air of sh c a fl l w ith their lingerprinls 
on—in the middle of the field. (Always wear 
gloves!]. After a moment of worry wc realised 
another one of us had picked u up—phew! 

Driving off our different vehicles in different 
directions, we remained tense until we ivere 
around ten ntilev away. Then the smiles and 
giggling sinned. Chaos erupted in the back as 
we imk off our top layer of clothe*—bought 
the previous day front a chanty shop. We 
changed shoes chucking the cheap trainer* we 
had bought fur the occasion in a bin liner with 
the clothes and tools. Wc drove into a town and 
dumped ie a.L! in a skip. We stopped at a 
phonehox and rang up the van's mobile to see 
If they were M right—they were. With no evi¬ 
dence of cur crimes or us and entering a dif¬ 
ferent county we alt fell pretty pleased with 
ourselves. We got out the chocolate biscuits 


and put on some loud music. Too buzzing in sleep wc 
chmtcred about future plans and took the piss out of 
each other for being ton jumpy. In the early hours of ; 
the morning I was dropped off ul home, A contented 
steep fed lowed. 

The sabotage was both successful and fun. It was 
one of the llrst actions our affinity group had done 
and therefore unsurprisingly we made a few mts* 
lakes. Miisiaken wl-’vc learnt from. Having done j 
few more site trashing * e we’ve re lined better tech¬ 
niques, The InggeHt mistake we made was leaving 
our vehicles in a nearby layby. Their number ptslc* 
if spitted would have led Ihe cop* right to tier 
doorsteps. In subsequent actions we'vu been dropped | 
otB by the driven, nieeling them again at a pre¬ 
arranged pickup point and lime. For this reason wc 
have not overstayed our ‘mission time' again even If 
it has mean! not entirely finishing the crop. 

Trashing genetic test she* has really helped out 
group. New activists are now experienced and will¬ 
ing to go on. and organise, more actions. Activists 
who have been around for n while have also been 1 1- 
empowered 

From the looks; of thingsi more and more sites are 
being destroyed so Upe must be a lot of you feeling 
the same thing as us. Despite the mistake* we made 
the memory of h My Firs| r „Ccnetic Test Trashing' 
will always make me smile. 

Good luck to you all. especially ihtisc of you with 
night lime harvests 1 

Fur info on irnshmn cnn|j* see "A Gwrdencr's 
Guide 1 <m piige 3IK 
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The Peasants are Revolting... in France 


On June ihc 22nd 1999 in a combined operation in 
(tiMr town*, police arrested several militants of ihc 
Confetirratiim (CP) K Earlier tn June they'd 

taken past in a joint action with the veiling Indian 
peasants of (Ik ICC (see page 97}. destroying genet¬ 
ic rice experiments at a nsccarch facility in 
Montpelier, Funded by the multinational AOR-EVO 
die experiments were aiming to creole varieties rtsiU’ 
i.LDfei to in glitfosinite-baaed wued killer; The new 
varieties are no be grown both in the Third World smd 
in the French Carmargtie. Their sabotage. for which 
they still await a court date, wan only the roost recent 
confrontation in an impressive wave ol anti-GM 
direct action curried out in France by the CP. 

The CP is 20,000 Sifting and its farm luhuurer and 
peasant members arc renowned lor radicalism mid 
the militancy of their ncljom. In the Iasi two years 
they have destroyed twenty genetic crop sites, n well 
as uiuu'kmg laboratories and! holding denKmstrations 
alt over France. Below we reprint two statements, 
□ne from a CP member in court and another from (he 
popular assembly of Lhe Jussieu unemployed centre 
occupation The occupation was paft of an effect ivc 
campaign of action which succeeded in halting the 
introduction of the French JS A/Now Deal. Hundreds 
from the unemployed movement bh^koded the court 
where ihc CP members were on trial, impressively 
weaving the iwo struggles together. A]I three defen¬ 
dants were given suspended sentences and ordered to 
pay 500.000 (rimes compensation to Novartis. The 
deftckdtftts have refused to pay and NiivarrK has 
hacked down fearing bad publicity. 

'“On Jan H* h 9B, 200 members of the Confederation 
Pay sun oc* reacting aguin.m the government decision 
Co authorise the use of bio-engincertd com in France, 
broke into the Novartis Seed Com.fisi.ny wirehousc in 
southwest France where this corn was stored. J rip|)cd 
open the snuks and drenched the corn with a (irehose r 
(Lc Monde. Jan 19} 

The unemployed movement cannot fail to see a 
flow connection between this exemplary act and its 
own actions. The market relacinns that are tending to 
cadudL- the majority of people from all power over 
their own Hives are the same relations thal are caus¬ 
ing a constantly increasing degradation of the most 
basic condition^ of sLtrvival by the blatant ravaging 
el nature and the widespread poisoning oil he popu- 
ktion. Capitalism has become so suicidal that each 
new step m the direction of ‘Progress is another step 
toward catastrophe> The settle anti range of disasters 



French peasants destroy Monsanto CM crop 

and the thre.it of their worwoiog make it a H fecund - 
death matter to call in to question the very nature of 
a society dominated by commodity relations. Merely 
io survive, we are ALL forced la undertake a radical 
tRinsfcsrniacion of ibis society,” 

"Three member* of the Fanners. Confederal ion 
have been indicted for their role in this action We 
intent to support diem with all the means at Qttr dis¬ 
posal' ^Jussieu Assembly Statement (Jan 21) 

"The tediniqu.es. of domination are efevetoping So 
rapidly... that anyone whE* doesn't happen to be in 
(he ruling circles is confronted wiith Ihc question: [s 
at still possible to make the truth heard when so many 
political and economic powers art' in league eo cover 
at up? How. amid a population clcil lias been turned 
iniik deaf-mute spectators, can we thwart die schemes 
that the merchants and their lackeys feel free to hatch 
in broad daylight, knowing that, whether they arc 
right or wrong, no one is in a position to cticrtradltf 
them? Under such conditions,. how can we deal with 
emergencies? Faced with Novflltht T s bLE^-engintered 
conk my comrades and 1 I'd 8 st wa^ urgent to act 
before it was too late. In joining us at this iirsi ever 
public trial of a bioengineering plant, the joyous and 
resolute crowd outride 11,800 strongJ. whose shouts 
can be heard even here in the courtroom this after¬ 
noon. clearly nims ai tine same time to pul on trial u 
social order that doesn't shrink from announcing [liar 
it considers it acceptable to irisk poisoning humanity 
and the entire planet in the name of progress 
-Rene Riesel Statement to the A gen Court (Feb 3) 
Contact: Confederation Pavsumrie. SI Avenue dc la 
Repubhquc, 93I7Q Bagnolct, France 
Tel: 0033 ■ 14362ikf04 E-mail: confpays®gto bo&tL 
org Website ; www.e 0 nfGd 6 faticifipuyaufinc.rr 
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Loonies Let Loose in Linconshire 


Picture it was the hottest day of 1999, and somewhere In Lincolnshire a convoy of 15 vehi¬ 

cles drew to a halt opposite a seven acre field of maize, A hundred white-suited people with 
masks and gloves piled out of vans. For an hour and a quarter they systematically decimated the 
rows of ripening genetically-modified crops-completely unimpeded by the police I 


Dtripilc I he recent spate of crop-trash ings (i^M- 
injf die destruction of 3 of ihe 7 farm scale trials l ond 
■he fact that ihe Smash Enginttrfog Action 

had been flagged up in the mainstream media the 
week before. the Agrhvo farm scale site at Spire I g in 
l he Street, Lincoln shire waji completely undefended. 

The nr.vi people io ui tempi lo intervene were (he 
fanner an d his daughter. who si ml led over und took 
holiday snaps id' ihe anonymous, masked Invaders, 
whilst claiming that die site was nui m fact OM (a He 
that was later itpi^Eed in the press). As people con¬ 
tinued to destroy the crop they retreated to die near¬ 
by roadside Lind had an hi meed conversations with a 
beiuu.iCL'l li ml lonely copper. 

After over an hour of pulling, stamping and snap¬ 
ping, around hull' ihe crop was destroyed and the 
absence of police was becoming rather marked. It 
seemed like a good lime ip leave-,.. As people gath¬ 
ered to leave ihe area, an air horn wm sounded to 
make sure no one was left stranded in the head high 
maize. Affinity grp ups checked all were press ni and 
correct and everyone mined off—unfortumucly 
lacking an appropriate sense of Urgency... 

Sometime Inter, in a wheat field nearby, a motley 
six van loads ol police (unceremoniously drugged 
back on duty from the far corners of Lincolnshire) 
apprehended a crowd of while-clad individuals try¬ 
ing io cross ft row;!, fifty or no identically clad indi¬ 
vidual* were seen running through ihe wood*. while 
around thirty people linked arms and attempted to 
re nisi surest, Affinity groups were lost in the melee 
and police moved in sitid picked people off. 
Remarkably, as police held people down, a number 
brake free, rolled through ditches of stinging nellle* 
and followed a hi wine frail of abandoned clothing 
through the woods. 

Lincoln.share eofisttibtilafy were ludicrously unpre¬ 
pared for the 30 arrestees who were taken to station* 
across the county. White suits, masks and gloves 
mysteriously disappeared en-rmie und as if this was 
not enough, showers and toaihbru sties provided by 
the polish quickly washed away any possibility of 
forensic evidence. 

Meanwhile back on the ocher side of the woods... a 
succession of daring escapes were underway. Vans 


missing to collect the escapees were blocked into a 
Held by trjie farmers, mi rather than]tin sit and wait 
for the cops, some spectacular getaway driving 
ensued, Alt that wus needed w.n a hacking track to 
complement the siglil ol various coloured vans 
l . pee ding through ^joining whCjUftckls and across 
ditches i li [lie relative Milky of the open road. 

Not all were so lucky* however* and a numlh-r of 
vehicles ended up overheated and abandoned ui the 
fields wuh occupants cither arrested or legging it on 
foot out of the area. Tales have continued to abound 
of people hiding in potato fields 'til moonrlse then 
skulking away* and hitching home! 

By Saturday evening (he police had upwards of 4CJ 
people (and a number of vehicle*) taken under arrest 
lrum a variety of locutions. Interviewing all those 
arrested should not have taken long given that every¬ 
one said "no comment. but it was not until the 
Sunday evening that the news cnUc in that people 
were being charged with Conspiracy to commix crim¬ 
inal damage and held until court on Monday, 

The action and arrests were clearly being treaied as 
political Conspiracy’ is used as a catch-all charge. 
In this case it allowed the cups to link people arrest¬ 
ed Lit different tunes und places to an offence foe 
which they appear to haw Insufficient evidence. 

Forty-six arrests, and the legal wrangles lhal 
inevitably follow are certainly not to lie taken light¬ 
ly. However, to s4y ihut the action weh .i failure on 
Clie buses ol the large number of arrests plays into the 
fiand^ of she Stale in (be some way us believing (heir 
lies Ellul. Elic site was not (pM, |The site was lah test¬ 
ed and found vo be genetically modi lied. and the 
farm is listed as hosting test sites.) 

It should be remembered that in the middle of a 
Saturday afternoon, 100 people converged on and 
destroyed a strategic farm-scale iHal. The .Let ion was 
openly publicised and yel managed to catch the 
police completely unprepared and unawares. Thi^ 
fact wu.h inimenKely empowering during the action, 
and gives fantastic scope for the fuiure organisation 
of our actions, Certainly mistakes were made and 
It*sous should be team!, but there were many posi¬ 
tive aspects too. Perhaps a Sm&zh M&w Grmtic 
fintiimwifift Action could address tonic of these, P .f 
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j It All Began On Mayday... 

l The First Year of Tyneside Action for People and Planet 



Decontamination of the Ed%e House Form GMO oilseed rape fie!d in Summer 1998 


In Newcastle 1990 didn't Look Like being a very good year for revolutionary eco-warriors B The 
Tyneside Anarchist Group (TAG) had stopped meeting, the radical Alley cat Books Co-op had 
dosed down and the animal rights group had fallen apart due to paranoia and in-fighting* 


Bui there were still a few dodgy Individual around 
who wanted to do some ‘Reclaim Mayday' activities 
as TAG had done in previous years. So a small group 
of isftoven from the Crtullewdl Bypass rond- 
prntest, A Hey cut, the animal rights gnough the Green 
Party jsuI Lhe University Green and Peace Action 
Societies iiki to diHcuhs svhtii they fancied doing, A 
solidm ity action tar the Darlington Magnet Strikers 
was planned, and we made a huge banner [failing 
Stacked Magnet Worked - Sold Down (be River", 
which we drugged over lhe Tyne Bridge, 

As we were plunning this Mayday action a was 
announced that n S:um|Kvn Agriculture summit wa* 
lo take place in Duthsin .ind Newcastle during May. 
flic genellct issue had been iguielLy beginning lo 
raise iis, ugly mutated head, and a Genetically 
Modi lied Organism (GMO) left she bad recently 
been announced on Edge House Farm neur 
Pi'nieIiiiid.. People in die Reclaim Mayday group 
ligtinxJ [hiii if we w ere meeting to plan one action, 
we may £S well plan several, and so a week of action 
against the genetics threat was declared. 

First we held n public meeting below our favourite 
pub. 'Fills attracted a damn good crowd through 
word-ol-moylh and posters. Some local Gtcenpcwtit 
folk explained iha ins-and-outs of genetic engineer¬ 
ing and the May actions were announced and support 


gathered for them. VVe decided on a name for our¬ 
selves; Gene-Mot (taken from an old Dexys 
Midnight Runners song)* and before taking actiOil 
we raised awareness with information stalls ill town. 

At the summit m Durham, the agriculture ministers 
Wtre seated sound IS lawn bene a lb I he Cathedral 
expecting to sec n nice tinlilary band play. Intend 
they got u guggle of face-painted weirdos storming 
the field supported by sonic local kids and wielding 
“Slop the Gtneiix Experiment' flags. We were ntgby- 
i&cklcd by plain-clothes security and live people 
were bundled into a police viui + lalet to be released 
without chaise. Uisduuiited and buying from adren¬ 
aline the next day wc held it Wclt-rccdved check-out 
blockade at a Prestos supermarket. 

After that the agriculture ministers were meeting ai 
Newcastle Civic Centre so we organised a noisy 
parly to greet Ehem, Meanwhile muml lhe back a 
commando-style s^uad of nutters were seen running 
up wiih u very long ladder. Tliree lasses climbed onto 
lhe roof and D-locked themselves on with a banner 
for die arriving delegates, to see. Arrests followed but 
so far we've had a 100% success rale «» charges 
being dropped against Gene-No! 

The week wasn’t over yet. We hired a coach for 
people, dressed up in white suits, and with giant ItsH 
and tomato cost Limes wcnl lo go and inspect 
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e International Centre For Lies 



Tin; International Centre Ibr Life ftCFL) is a lugh 
profile £.10 mil Men lottery funded project based in 
Newcastle, It's comptwted of three mum pa/Lsi 

* The Helix visitor altraction. 'Fins tunm gene! te 
engines ring i mo a Disney exhibit, hiding I he 
important questions and celling the message 
*Im'tI>NA wonderful. ki'sedchrutc progress!" 

1 Neweasile University's expanded Genetics 1 
Institute, 

* The Bioseience Wang, filled with commercial 
biotechnology companies. 

There is also a 'supurEab" where schoolchildren are 
indoctrinated by the businesses themselves. Tlie 
ICFL basically mixes business and .science in u 
way Him places our bodies and futures under the 
increasing control ol the corpoote slate. 

Focussing mainly cm uwomnw raising slums 
Gene No! has charted its own independent course 
alongside Lhe TAPP adventure,. Ii WtHS excluded 
front the ICFL p s ilrsl public conference 'Making 
Haitechnology Happen" in February 1999, After 
this GeiiL 1 No! linked up wllh Disabtiiiy Acihm 
North fiiist (DANE) to picket it. Due lo tlie visual 
protest and the press Interest it Attracted, it forced 
the ICFL to allow Iwo speakers from Gcfte No! in 
m make a five minute response to Monsanto's 
‘Feeding Lhc World through Biotechnology" udk. 

Due io occurences like this, and the executive!* 
being well trained in ihe cop" tactic of Hying 
to contain, co-opt and stiffle dissent, the ICFL lias 
proved a HinNi complicated large!, stimulating 
debate on co-option and the right strategies for the 
group to use. An information puck on ibe ICFL is 
available from Gene No! For a copy send ti large 
SAB to Gene No! an c/u FO Box 1TA. Newuasile. 
NB99 ITA, UK, 


Mbiuttalo s berbicidc-ncsistiiVL oif seed rape nut near 
Homeland. We then saw lhe ministers off at lhc hold 
where they were meeting, with one protester being 
arrested after in li liruti ng lhe conference and ques¬ 
tioning whether the canteen food was genetically 
modified The May w eek of action was great flin* and 
it served \v bond she new group together by oppos¬ 
ing the evil stale-cap i cal L^e forces together. 

Later In lhc summer, the Edge House Farm crop 
was Meconium inaiccF by concerned local® who look 
lhe collected GMG plums to the Environment 
Agency lo be destroyed us "hji/.urdous waste'. As a 
result or chi'! uml the dcciintarni nation of all other 
Northumberland GM lields, Edge House Farm 
decided to cancel growing GM crops. 

Forming Our Group identity 

After lhe anti-genetics week was ovo, we didn't 
warn to slop doing I hi rigs lyjelhcr. Ai'icr such a 
Newcastle lull it felt good to be in a group of people 
who were witling to act on iheir beliefs, and could 
Work together wtlh respect and real friendship, So 
we did ft couple of actions not on live genetics theme. 
We protested against the blocking of lhc Keel man's 
Way cycle route, picketed the Countryside Alliance 
Annual General Mueimg (AGMi and blockaded the 
rtgtOflfl] Shell depot on lhe anniversary of Ken Saro- 
Wiwra's execution. However we were still a Eitlle Hi 
unsure of whal we wanted out ol' rise group and so we 
had li meeting where everyone could discuss their 
lims and dreams. 

We discussed what our ftimi should he— and even 
whether wc ad uni I y needed l hem, as maybe the 
aims were determined by each issue. Our principles 
ure held individually by each of its, hut as far as 
group principles go, we're decided dial were non 
;i uihori la rum, non -cocrri vc n nd non h ierurch leal. 
And that'll it. Bui what's the poini of the group? 
Wctc wc a mix of rcprcsenluovcs of diHercril cam¬ 
paigning groups, or a separate activist group? Do 
we back Up e silting campaigns nr create new Lines? 
Well, wc fell I here's no necessary difference. Ef, for 
example, Tyne bikes gut organised, we'd support 
them. It's the energy of individuals committed lo 
their causes that gets us activated- The rest of us 
join in r 

We had a competition to chouse our name. Some of 
us felt we were an Earth First! group whilst others 
preferred a mure inclusive name without the macho 
connotations of (AmericanH EF! In the end u was 
agreed that in order to be able to draw more people 
in, we needed a name lu identify ourselves with. Wc 
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settled fur Tyncstch 1 Action for People a fid Fkmet 
rTAPP lor short) and beauK a weekly forum in 
which different environment lAockd justice cam¬ 
paigners COUld JDKt 

At a laser meet mg w t described ourselves as an 
awareness-raising nun-violent direct aclion group., 
■md in order Wi be allowed m use an oi ficc-spocp in 
the city, we defined certain limiv^L on our activities. 
These included; respect Tor individuals,. no physical 
violence and no harm to people or planet However 
we've got no set mlcs cur policies. and in fuel TAPP 
doesn't really e*iM oinMdc the weekly meeting. 

Early on, we decided lo lr>‘ Lirn.1 reach otil to ull ihe 
Other Campaigning groups in the urea. We lirsl held a 
pretty di mi iiil meeting with ike and nuclear groups 
where common grautitS for action wu* no! reached. 

Next we hud a slightly more successful "uetivki#' 
meeting in Stiptemher 1 E J9&, where we brought 
logclhrcr ill kinds of folk, from more conventional 
campaigning groups and crmronrrierilal projects. 
Our most ambitious event, however was our most 
successful. Thai same September TAPP joined with 
other (peimaeuEiure and solutifms-bired) environ¬ 
mental groups hi hold a weekend of discussion, 
inspiration and direct action training, It w*s named 
Gathering Visions Gathering Strength (GVGS) utter 
she national conference that some TAPftfa had 
aiicndcd and been inspired by. 

Mot only did it get rainy new people involved but 
it demonstrated the amount of knowledge and skills 
we had between us. and proved an amazingly enjoy- 
ible bonding experience; 3 lev I this weekend saw 
TAPP come of age, and -won afterwards we were 
having up to 25 people in meetings. 

New Action Groups Set Up 

The TAPP forum quickly spawned issue-specific 
groups like Tyneside Action on Nuclear Convoys 
iTANT) and Tyneside Action on Transport {TAT) to 
do die acting whilst TAPP did the talking. Convoys 
Off trucks carrying leaky Trident Warheads up and 
down I be country regu larly go pa*i Newcastle. 
TANC got together lo pounce on these and held the m 
up. raising awareness by luatlelting die people in the 
cars jammed in lbe traffic. 

Meanwhile those with a bent for bikes hnd formed 
TAT an<l were holding monthly Critical Mass-style 
‘Safer City Street Parlies 1 throughout town. As win¬ 
ter drew on. the costumes got sillier and our energy 
IcveJi dropped, so we called it a day when we found 
ourselves dressed ns Sunlit and snowmen stomping 
through (he city sirecis. 
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How The Group Works 

After our GVGS weekend TAPP had reached a criti¬ 
cal mass whereby 11‘ ynu plan mud an action, you'd 
know you p d get enough support lo do it well. How 
we managed to create a healthy group is hard to pin 
down—perhaps ifs jusl because we re new and 
fresh- Certainly m the beginning we were lucky in 
that it fell dial (here was nothing happening before 
we got together, vo we could start from a clean shite 
and create snmeihmg small, but cool! There was 
space w ilium l he mod mgs to ditto ss everything we 
fancied doing,, and we were very chuffed to find 
common souls to Work with. Now things have 
changed and expectation* have been raised. 

Wc have made conscious efforts to share our skills 
an Hand, from doing good press-releases \u fudliuil- 
ing meetings. 3 can't say we've had a complete suc¬ 
cess however, Lind wiihin I he group certain hierar¬ 
chies of knowledge, skill and experience have per¬ 
sisted. Nevertheless, wc try to be open and reflexive 
enough to guard against such hierarchies becoming 
too enlrenchcd, and most agree that tlw TAPP 
forum has proven to be a welcoming and demticni- 
tie space.. 

* Key members' have tt&m months out and so 
nobody has conic lo fed too indispensable. tWe 
d<m 1 1 re ally have any "full-lime' activists in 
Newcastle ko il was early on accepted Thai everyone 
needed time out lo have lives.) Many participant* 
have hid experience Of more dysfunctional groups* 
and keep the communication flowing, and us aware 
of the pi I foils and dangers they have seen in other 
groups Individuals have also been pretty dcEcntlired 
at keeping personal disagreements sepmte lre*n get¬ 
ting things done. 

How We Do An Action 

In li mcesing. someone will raise an issue or an even I 
which they feel is important-—may be the anniversary 
of Indonesia's invasion of East l"imor r die proposed 
felling of some trees for road widening, or the visit 
lo Newcastle of some areb-demon like Edehe George 
(Bank of England boss who said unemployment in 
ihe North is goad for the economy). People wilt 
make enthusiastic noises if ii gnibn them, and maybe 
help ihe initiator to find out more for the ftcXl meet¬ 
ing. Then they'll propose an action related to the 
issue, wc 11 sort out li suitable date, chose up the 
muttrixls we need* and assign roles like press releas¬ 
es and cheeking the legal situation. Well meet up on 
die day, together with ulher mleresied parries we’ve 
GGrvtACtodt duour blockading, leLillcumg or whatever 
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stone wc fancy. If die press iLre there we ll chai to 
lIiciil get sonbo photos and try and embarrass uur tar* 
gei; as much us pEwsihle, Ii the police rum up lo ptsiy, 
well either face (hem off or avoid arrest by doing 
what they say—ideally in our own bine and on our 
own terms. If there axe arrests, someone will wait for 
the naughty law-breakers 10 bu released. And often 
as not we ll spend (he resi of the day in the pub. 

Transcending Protest 

We’ve tried to use ihe group to do something more 
ihun pfotc&l however. We made nice photo-posters 
about local direct ietfon to go in peoples loots, we 
researched and put together a biK*kki about In Mon 
cal radicalism and resistance on Tyneside and we 
joined together io put in mu£ fond orders. We aho 
shared computer login code*, dog-sal. got a Hutments 
together, hud mass orgies... oh no. that waa jus! ;l 
dream. Oh wdl, I Iccl safe in saying that hiking col¬ 
lective (Erect action lias enhanced our sliH link- lives 
and given us back a* much as we pul in. And it's 
dead easy to create something extra From protest — 
TAPP recommends it! 

Debates We've Had 

We have quile good arguments in the pub some¬ 
times. As perhaps an unusually diverse hunch (ages, 
backgrounds, lifestyles, faiths, ideologies, dress- 
sense, hairstyles, insit in music—is Bruce 
Springsteen a god or not?} % we cnnT help hut toler- 
ale each cither’s peculiuitk^. Issues discussed hiive 
included; the welfare stale—defend it or lei u die?* 
support people wanting jobs or encourage ihein to 
drop out? using violent htnguagc or images, being 
1 critics or chucking rotten tom nines, 
working With the Socialist Workers Parly (SWpj 
agamst the war or refusing to deal with I hem* being 
public uhi hh something or keeping it hush-hush, 
how to ullack Flic consumer lifestyle without pissing 
people Off. Christianity ;ind spirituality. having 
wnffly meclmgs or being li fascist facilitator, gohby 
flcuple doariinaling meetings, individuals taking Coo 
much on, how to get new or shy people activated, 
whether to try and kick-siart other groups into action 
or just do our ihing and of course, I he usual jostling 
of causes and priorities. 

Use Of The Earth First! Network 

Our group formed spontaneously from the need of 
Nmlh lias! activists it? join together. A handful of 

mciTtherc bud previously done FF! fluff but fibers 
didn't even know what hF! was and we basically 
formed tan.side of eJuit network- Much of what drives 


ideology—We" nr OUT own dislmcl group .1 When 
seven ol us travelled down to the EH! WmtcrMoot in 
January 1999 ii was the First time ihut we els a group 
had encountered EF! properly. Wc found a network 
ihut presented itself as being in crisis ujid wc went 
away feeling happy dial our Li tile group wlis Free of 
I he dresses and strains of those more established, Wc 
heard groups vow never to use the iikcdaa agaiii, but 
wc were landing both TV Lind press vitally import Lint 
in carrying tnir message across m people, We though? 
about how we'd deal with "problem people' and felt 
we’d so far skillfully avoided everyone locally wc 
warned to avoid and ihat wc communicated between 
reives enough I hut we con Id deal with potential 
piohieiiiH. We we re ha tiled hy 1 ho el.ihm.He lac dila¬ 
tion strategics needed lo co-ordinate such large num¬ 
bers of people, Bui we' ve gained from the sharing of 
experiences like bum-out and accidental clilism. 
Now we r rv pretty well networked in with EFf and 
other Bi.ii lcthliL circuits. and we find it really funny 
that we p ve acquired a repetition as a ’sorted" 
group—cheers! 

More Recent Developments... 

Radical activities and campaigns in I lie North East 
this year have outgrown TAPP, and ii h rmw duly 
one node in a diversified network. But TAPP played 
u very usehd role as an initial catalyst-group for sub¬ 
merged networks to get going again. Til pot List the 
active groups m Newcastle now. officer* hue u\ all 
changed in the last few mouths, with more going on 
than I can keep track of. 

Euhsc week (here wlis li blinding Wtel End heme 
party with three rooms of DJ% backed by huge 
Reclaim The Streets ant) Tukc Action' bun Hern, the 
Toon is covered in slickers aeid posters of all types, 
from June 3 IS Lo urtlL-A.sylum bill , Llie police regukir- 
ly ask after us and (here's way loo many meetings to 
go to each w ceki 

Perhaps ihe most positive and life-giving devetop^ 
mewl for u.s 3ms been our growing involvement with 
arlis|.H, musicians and olher creatively green people. 
And alt this white ihe Think Globally Act Locally] 
newsletier, which was going Long before TAPP 
formed, has provided monthly coverage of local 
protest activities and issues, with u miiating editor¬ 
ship and an inclusive line keeping it un-rhe-ball 

To cfitiftnd TAPP, and fora copy nf Think Globally 
At 1 ! Idciffy, send senne chimps to: PO Bos I1W 
Newcastle^ NEW ITA, UK. 


103 


Do or Die Voices from the ecctc^ical resistance Wo, 3 








Biodiversity And Its Loss... 



The diversity of tife forms, so numerous 
that we have yet to identify most of 
them, fs the greatest wonder of this 
pfanet." - E, Q, Wilson, 


What Does It Alt Really Mean? 


The word biodiversity beautifully and succinctly captures a fundamental Idea: life on earth is 
extraordinarily diverse and complex. However biodiversity is a commonly used and misused term 
in EFt circles and others. In a speech to the Royal Geographical Society last year, John Prescott, 
Minister for Environment, used the work biodiversity 11 times. Afterwards he was ashedwhat the 
word meant p and he candidly said, "I don't really know." Below I discuss what biodiversity means, 
who we Share our planet with, what are the prime reasons for biodiversity loss fc the purported 
reasons for conserving biodiversity; their philosophical underpinnings (highlighting those that fit 
in to a revolutionary political agenda) and finally sketch some possible future scenarios for us and 
our fellow life -forms on earth. 


Say the word biodiversity and it conjure? many 
images perhaps positive: el majestic bccch wood¬ 
land. ll bird of prey gliding the e henna Is, a steumy 
topical min forest teeming with lil’c—-perhaps nega¬ 
tive: oagcd birds in smuggled for the pet industry, 
ihe m/uil ground of a woodland once occupied hy 
fetivisits, tine ripping ihmLigh li tropical rainfuitsi 1 
tope most readers had positive images us biodiver¬ 
sity Jicerull y fl)e'tins the diversity of Life, with no con- 
notatiOn* of oppression jiiiJ/ii] destruction. Beyond 
the obvious- a contraction of the wards biological 
diversity—the word in scientific circles mens the 
diversity of life in ail Its forma, und ui ull levels of 
ufgunjsqiiori. r llid “all its forms' hit reminds us ikic 


biodiversity includes pi nts, liingi buetcriu, other 
micro-organisms invertebrate animals (like irtsceis 
and worms), vertebrate^ (litemlly nnimiiU with back¬ 
bones) like birds, und mammals including you and L 
The idea of levels of organisation of life is u litlle 
more complicated, but essentially there lltl; three 
major lewis* genetic, organisms! iot species) and 
ecological diversity, which ore discussed below isec 
Ttihie / k 

Unlike nU>Si new scicnillie terms the word bindi- 
versify has entered the accepted vocabularies of sd- 
eii ca 4 the media, mamslrcam politics, radical politics 
und the public ui large. The word biodiversity arose 
in the contcM of, und ha* remained wedded to* can- 
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ccrns over [Iil- less of die natural world and ils inhab¬ 
itants. Environmental destruction is so evident, to so 
many. with so much information arriving that i hangs 
are spiraling downwards that this new* complex, &cL 
crtdfic temi has been Widely adopted by disparate 
groups—all with their own spin On what biidiveri¬ 
ty is and means. 


Organismal Diversity 

I am an orj-unisrn, as arc you, as sue trees and birds; 
organisms are units of life. Therefore despite the 
mi usual \\ i 'KI, ui^an Lsnu l diversity is [he divers ily of 
these units of life. All ihcnc units of life that are very 
similar are grouped hm species, like us and our fel¬ 
low humans, or carrots. or oranges ele. This level of 
the organisation of life generally receives she most 
attention, People commonly want to know the num¬ 
ber of specific types of organism, like sycamore 
trees, or potato plants. or common sptirrQWB—asking 
questions such ns: how many bird species are there in 
a piece of woodland? Being Able to Identify species, 
while sometimes dil'ticult, is an important base-line 
for our understanding of our jurroundiogt, as: James 
Lovelock, scientist and originator of the Gain 
hypothesis pus it; "We arc so atiennied from the 
world of nature that few of us can name the wild 
flowers or insects of our locality or notice the rapid¬ 
ity of their extinction. 9 " 

Scientists use a system of two words written in 
l_atm to name each species. First is one word to 
describe the general grouping culled the genus, the 
second the exact type called the species. This allows, 
people around the world to know exactly what is 
being discussed: Qurnus wtutimi, block oak, is dif- 


A Brief History Of Life.,* 

The first mu trice I In tar organisms appeared on 
Earth about 4*300 million years agti. Organisms 
begun to colonise the land about 440 million years 
ago. By 290 million years ago die dinosaurs hud 
nourished and died out At 250 mill ion years ago 
mammals appeared Humans arrived on the scene 
LS million years ago. On average a species lasts 3 
to 10 mil linn years before csti pice inn. The number 
of species on the planet has varied tremendously 
over the past few hundred million years. The gen¬ 
eral pattern has been an increase in the number of 
species, as rates of spedation have exceeded 
extinction. However at 5 poinU IhKwghuul this 
time period there have been mas^-extmetion's. We 
are currently iti the middle of the sixth wave of 
extinction- Tor the first lime caused by humans. 


fcrcnl from Quritus tifba, while oak, but arc both 
oaks and are similar enough to shirt the mono genus. 
However attempts to classify the natural world are 
more complex than most people realise. Perhaps tin: 
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most common definition ol a specks is groups ihai 
art- or are potentially, interbreeding mitimil popula¬ 
tions. Or more simply, if the individuals can in.me 
and produce off spring (hen they are the same 
species. Marty people classify European and North 
American brown bears as the same species, even 
though they have been separated for over 10,000 
years, und don't travel from Romania to Canada to 
have sexl Or what about gray wolves and ©oyiflcs m 
the US--they occasionally interbreed f possibly pro¬ 
ducing rare red wolves)„ so are they i cm Ily the same 
species? The situation gets far messier with plants 
where it has been estimated that 70% of flowering 
plants awe their origins to die process Of different 
species gettmg together producing new hybrid 
species. There are now m least 7 different concept! 
that address what u species k Nature, as usual, foils 
nllcitlpls tu be neatly Cat LigLirised into virile red binch? 

What is sure is that regardless of die woolly hits 
around what is a species, there are Inis of them nut 
then: in the wtirld, I low many species arc there cm 
Earth? Obviously the best way to tind out would be 
to go out and count them. Unfortunately this is easi¬ 
er said ih:tn done, due to the lew political priority 
making funds and train mg scarce. To date approxi¬ 
mately LS million species have been described, and 
even this figure is a best guess as there is no central 
register to compile new specks names (ecological 
science b very ttcccnlruhsed!). The actual number of 
species we share me planet with could he anywhere 
between 3 5 b and 111 million species, with a current 
knowledge hent guess being about 13,6 mil lion dif¬ 
ferent species do Earth {see Yuhh' 2) P The problems 
of trying to estimate species numbers without the 
tunc and stall to do extensive collections is extreme- 
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ftrtest. is another's tsi-vt^lsiiiui tropical moist es 


ly complex. wHJi several methods available, which 
are hoe addrcs&cd here (see Further Rnulutg list it 
the end nf this EirtiL-lc far details). However, as Tahir 
I iihows species are nne pari of a Uemchy of clflfi* 
sitying ihc Pull riings of the diversity of life, from 
Kingdoms, down to specks, to populations of indi- 
viduLits. i ei each individuals genetic makeup. 

Ecological Diversity 

[i is easy to define an evusyintern conceptually: it is a 
group of iiHL* rueung organisms (often called a com¬ 
munity) and the physical envircmiiKOt they inhabit Eit 
j iiu’ii |hiiiil 111 lime. Inlying over Ehc countryside in 
an airplane you vee these ecosystems—blue patches 
and ribbons that are lake* and rivei> + dart green 
patches of woodland* and so tin. While easily seen 
from the air* to decide when: one ecosystem finishes 
and ei not her start* is a fools goal—-the web of inter- 
aetiems docs not have clean breaks. Where exactly 
does rhe fake edge end and (he land begin? A second 
problem in distinguishing «COfyslSfll« is that eralo 
gist* think about ecosystem?* at different scales in 
space. A pool of water ifi.it collects m □ hollow of a 

I urge tree is home Lt> some algae and stunk] inverte¬ 
brate*. and (or the inhabitants can be considered an 
ecosystem, Bui when an ecologist concerned with 
grizzly bears talks of the Greater Yellowstone 
EccHiysEem ihey are referring to 50,0PM} km-— 
enough habitat for a grimly hear 
population! Again nature etches to 
be put Into neac little boxes. The key 
to understand big the ecosystem con¬ 
cept Is that it is a human construct to 
help u* orgnnifcc our understanding 
of ecological phenomenal and com- 
municnie it. So when yon hear 
sunieime talk about u woodbind 
ecosystem* get them to he more 
sped li c—What olhc r ecosystems 
might it contain? 

Even when we decide htfw to 
clclinciaic u set of ecosystems, we 
then have the great problem uP clas¬ 
sifying them into different types. 

How different do iwu areas have to 
be io clarified as different, given 
that all ecosystems are untque. given 
their unique history and different 
population levels ol each species? 

There is no standardised method for 

II I se mgui *h ing ccosys i cuts. For 
example. one pawn 11 * tropical rain 


another persons evergreen tropical wet fnn^c, A use¬ 
ful approach has been to employ a hierarchy, firstly 
separate land (fenestrml) from aquatic, then aquatics 
into freshwater and marine etc.. Other methods often 
involve classifying climate, geology or land form 
(e.g,: mountainous). Again if someone mlfc^ nboilt a 
woodland ecosystem, gee them to be more specific 
about whni they mean- -what seh] type is is on. Mtn- 
ition or rare, which species Eire common? 

Genetic Diversity 

At the smallest end of the scale of levels of live 
organisation of kite is genet iv diversity. In short. Ehc 
diversity of hri" is furodumciHuJIy genetic.. There Is li 
l u net bn nl hierarchy from the blueprint ofhfe, DNA 
(deoxyribornicleiG acid) to (he organism we see, say 
a toucan or a fern. Genes consist of DN r A connected 
iinttj long chains called chromosomes. These genes 
cock for specific proteins that form the bosh of cells* 
and! thus whole organ isms. At any of these levels we 
can look for genetic variation, for example, between 
two populations of different species or variation 
between two population* of the same specie*, or 
variation within a single population of a single 
spec ies. 


Generic diversity is fundamental to the survival of 
uil species. Imagine If homm genetic diversity were 

Tibifce I Appicii i iridic nilffibm (if dfKf ih«l spffc'i^ (in ihnuaj.Jidi} currently majgri^cd 

ihd f*triiHU:ei®f|^s+ihlc ifHemrldllUfl for gr^ap* with mire ihin 2 OO 00 dcjcrilwd 
i-pwpf* md/pr fiuii u led iu UM’ludt in cuvnol lOQOOO ifK^ialV reliability vf ill 
nEMii-iErt i*1ihr|y rn viry pm«Sv. rA/ifr I Lwks-'wivrEh ifni hhAlin-Arwijras t9?5.) 
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eroded losing our Y chromosome- there would be 
no men left. Humans are ul] Uifferenl. this is good, us 
we’d gel contused and bored if we were nil I hie same, 
and in common with nil other species, having n 
diverse population! allows ns 1 C COlkctivel) fact the 
future with more certainly. Take the HIV virus which 
Louses AIDS n.'i an example. If this were lo infect 
every single human on earth, she vast majority would 
die, buE because of our genetic diversity some would 
be naturally immune to the effects of the AIDS virus, 
and thus future populations would haw tto worries 
about AIDS las Ehck put rtfs would have passed on 
their immunity). Tins is die same mechanism by 
which ioKCts eventually overcome pesticides in 
forming (anti why gcnclicnlfy moditying foods fo 
produce their own |Hrsii;cidi:h is iun -rendhlciaiul b.n: 
terns overcome antibiotics (and why the pharmaceu¬ 
tical industry trying to get us to use more antibiotics 
cs madness). 

Inbreeding—mating between relatives -is one 
major cause of decreased genetic divcrMiy- This hap¬ 
pens oflcn in species with Very smut! imputation 
sizes, llh l hey don'l have much choice except mat in l: 
with a relative. Close rclalivts will likely share some 
of their genes us they have one or more ancestors in 
common, and of course genetic diversity decreases, 
as does the survival chances of the individual due to 
a iap ill Imi Id-up of deleterious gens t hence there arc 
probably good evolutionary reasons why incest is a 
no-no]. 

Why Does Biodiversity Matter? 

,# W7flrn I imp hungry> a dpi? palm gives me food. 
When my belly fsfidli hefodiL the tree h bmubfid r " 
- A Jordan tan ficdmiin he rder and gatherer. 

1 jfc 011 Barth is abundant* diverse, complex ami can 
be organised on diHerem mierJinked levels—but 
why decs any of this matter? The short answer is, 
without gent tic, organismal and ecological diversity 
reasonably mtacl you would be dead, as you'd have 
no food to eat, a radically different climate to live in 
etc. Try to imagine a plsmcl where dc;id things did 
not decompose, or where plants did not replenish 
oxygen, Ac lbe most basic level we can form Iwo cut- 
agarics as to why biodiversity is important: its use 
and rnm-Use value. I"l] briefly note sonic of the most 
important uses of biodiversity. However, this to 
show the reader the real-world situation: a great many 
uses are not desirable Of lufiuinable, bui happen. 

The most fundamental benefit we derive from olher 
spccich with whom we share lbc planet is in ^hji loud 
We use other species to obtain food somewhere 


between two extremes. Ac one find farming where 
land is completely re-engineered for cite growth ul 
food species, be i( mai/e or antic, and a[ [he tidier 
collecting wild (bodMurrs, where I he land is relative¬ 
ly intact and food is taken from where it grows in 
nalurc, Ibr example hunting wild boar or collecting 
fungi. Obviously from many angles obtaining food- 
siulTs from the collecting end of [he e*creme ih most 
preferable; the ecosystem is. relatively intocl, most 
species arc preserved, genetic diversity Is not 
reduced, food is Local, fresh, little transport costs, 
meaningful interaction with nature elc- Tills isobvi- 
ou\, as given n free choice why do children §0 ofi 
blackberry picking? Why ts fishing so popular 1 .* And 
how many of us as children went ofi totry nod gnaw 
lines of perfectly identical vegetables? (sec Hfflry The 
JftiSjt / i V?r Farming ? box). Current ty after ] O ri OOQ 
years of farming and a few hundred years of capital¬ 
ism, we have a situation where tun of about 25(>,fHK) 
species of flowering plants, less than 3000 are 
regarded as a food source, and ahum 200 dumesii- 
cDied for food white *Wf- of the per capita plant food 
supply of 1-16 countries is supplied by 103 plant 
species. In the animal world the number of specie 
used is even more restricted. 

Another major use-value of biodiversity is medi- 
ciner Extracts from organisms have been used by 
humans for mi lien niu lo treai il incss. with millions of 

Why The Rush For Farming? 

E 11 the past all foodstuffs were obtained via collect¬ 
ing from the wild, hut for i tier Inst 10*000 year?! the 
l rend has been enure ly in the direct ion of intensive 
farming, ll is dcmonsCrtibly b;id for biodiversity* us 
globally one-third to one-half of die earth's Lind 
surface luis I teen transformed by Iminims the 
biggest . coiitri bui ion by farming. Inthc UK, very Lil¬ 
lie ancient woodland remains, most having been 
cleared for farming. Why (he rush for fanning? 
Firming provided greater production rates, used in 
[he past for local consmiffon, hue now as mor- 
kcEabtc commodities. In a system where competi¬ 
tive trading is □ precursor eo survival who would 
wander in the woods when you could chop them 
duw n. sell the timber, invest the profits in stocks or 
more land, then grow cash cornmodkk* and Ice ihe 
cycler continue? Even if you did wander in the 
woods* the woods would probably have been 
stolen from you. Farming i** centralising, formal 
and conducive 10 accumulating power and wealth, 
collecting wild foodstuffs i-s inherently informal, 
tfccenlruliscd and Local. 
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people using traditional anpdieines every -Jay. The 
won is. simple: many species, have evolved e he mi¬ 
en] tie fences In protect [ I burn Helves frmn natural ene¬ 
mies or lo subdue prey* or survive- certain condil ionic 
\ These compound? are effective as ikuy are hiologi¬ 
cally active. with properties ltiiLC disrupt ihc physiol¬ 
ogy of i]ie targes organisms, llvcsc are the same 
properties utilized hy medicines either as defenses 
agum^l human pathogens or to alter t^ur own phyxi- 
elqgy in some desired way, Biodiversity provides, 
ior free, the budding blocks dl the Lucrative pharma¬ 
ceuticals industry* However only SjUGil of 250,000 
species oE (lowering plants have (wen investigated u 
potential sources of new treatments, [f these species 
mt un( there in the wiki, then new or revived old 
medicines- whether via the Local herbalist or a 
innismaiumni carparminn. will not become available. 

A further major use of other species has hecn in 
biological control* due is using organisms to control 
pests, usually those thm attack foodstufft. Biological 
conLrol has been very successful, bus is rarely rimed 
as once tlie control organisms me csEablLshcd, dun's 
it, you don i need lo do any I hi ng else. Also the stare 
of the show arc not sexy mainly nematode worms, 
miles and micrn-orgaiijH.mH. For example ii was a Hy 
called Ptychomyia rrmoia that ended in testations of 
coconut in Fiji, Of importance regarding biodiversi¬ 
ty is the fact that these agents nre usually nire mid 
front a I muted area where gIll- pesi originated from. 
Fm example the parusiiohl Epiifin&ttttsis lopezi. 
responsible lor ibe spectacular control of ihc mealy- 
bug ihut cats cassava m Africa wy.s eventually enl¬ 
isted from a sitieiJI number of locnlliim m Brazil and 
Bolivia after extensive searches throughmn (’emml 
and Soutli America. If ^cnall chunks- of nature 
reserves arc preserved and nothing else, these useful 
^p^Jcbs may he lost. 

Other uses of our fellow species arc non-food 
m-neriuls. most importantly wood, but also libers, 
ttsias, gums, adhesives, rubber oils and waxes. ugri- 
LuliLLrjL chemicals include pesticides. perfumes. 
Also (here is a great deal of recreational use, espe¬ 
cially For people from industrialised onions includ¬ 
ing hunting, lishmg. harvesting plans lor gardening, 
harvesting for pels and what's known ax *ceo- 

Non-use values ol biodiversity are chose uses 
when: the organisms ate not taken or used as com¬ 
modities m any way. fear example the benefits of 
eemysiem services, l he intrinsic value of biodiversi¬ 
ty, using biodiversity spit itunllv, tor educational pur¬ 
poses, or leaving options open lo the future 


Putting A Price On Nature's Bounty 

How much is the world worth? According to some 
ecologically minded economists, about LJSS33.3 
trillion dollars, i hat's over twice the combined 
GDF B s of ifre worlds 194 countries, Bublty they 
first agreed on a list of [7 categories of gtnxi and 
services provided by nature, including processes* 
such as nitrogen fixation and resources such as. 
crop varieties and pi ant-derived pharmaceuticals, 
They then partitioned the earth in Ih specialised 
environrnenc type^ (biomesO ami judged which ser¬ 
viced each hionic provides, then from published 
cnimates looked at bow much it would cosi to 
replace endi service for each hectare of a given 
Nome providing the service. Ji graphically shows 
how little emphasis is placed on life-support meeh- 
unisms by Mate* and corporations under capital¬ 
ism, SuEtidolly little, in face. (Sec AYrrnrr maga¬ 
zine. Vol. 276. page |ttt9, 3 6 May 1W7}, 

Ecosystem services arc the free benefits we get from 
relatively intact ecosystem*. which are ol incalcula- 
ble value (but see Putting A Pric* On Nuttav's 
Bounty bo*}. Where would we be without ecosys¬ 
tems maintaining the gaseous composition of the 
jiitie sphere, contributing io the maintenance our cur¬ 
rent climale„ water rccycbng and pun ii cut ion, gener¬ 
ating and maintaining soils, convening the essential 
plant nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus and sulphur into 
ft hr ms useable by most pi hues, holding soils iti place 
and binding [hem, disposing of waste*, maintaining 
global cycles of the important elements carbon. 
niLrogen., phosphorous- and sulphur, absorbing Jlir 
pollutants? It i> these free ecosystem service*—the 
functioning ot ecosystems ihut enable hummis lo 
obtain the food. Eibcr. energy and other material 
needs for survival. 

A second hnfi-tise value is the use of the natural 
world for spiritual enlightenment. or less grandly, 
and more commuftly for spiritual uplift, the feelings 
produced when waking to the sound of birdsong, or 
seeing a red squirrel dan across a woodland (w r hich 
w probably why so many people take themselves off 
lo quiet benches or go walking in the hills in their 
precious days off imm paid employ incni )u Kunhcr on 
from that are those who value species and perhaps 
ecosystems (see Dw Ecogyxfnm' Hair intrinsic 
Mr/ue? box) as having intrinsic value, that is they 
have value in Lind of themselves without any refer¬ 
ence a* to whether they may (>c useful to us now ol 
m the future. Biodiversity as also used for cducalioh- 
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al purposes—ecosystems OTC wonderful models for 
showing children md adults how everything can he 
connected to everything else. Biodiversity has 
inspired nuny cultural activities* for example paint¬ 
ing, moreover much of human culture and the human 
experience is hound up in biodiversity—we evolved 
within it—however much we try lo deny it und sep- 


Ways Of Seeing The Natural World 

Fl ...lAaJ which befiitleth the sons of men befaiieth 
boosts; even anr thin# bcfufU'lh ihtrm: a.s ihr *MJ£ 
tfiefh So tfit'lh the t.ilhrr; So th til u man hath im pre¬ 
eminence above a beast; for a it is vanity/' 

- EcdeoiasieH 3:3 9 r 


araie ourselves rn.nn it. 


Do Ecosystems Have Intrinsic Value? 

Dues an ecosystem have ininnsic value indepen¬ 
dent of ihc iiunuMC value of ihe constituent 
species? The issue depends on ihe complex und 
controversial question: nre ecosystem* tightly con¬ 
nected* synergistic systems of closely evolved 
species plus their environ merit- or are they merely 
;i loose assemblage of species that happen to share 
similar hahit;u nuetkandend up iiuefucSing togeth¬ 
er t« some degree because they are in the same 
place al the same time? It's the kind of question 
that probably h ns no answer, other than thal il prob¬ 
ably lies some w here in ihe middle. However it 
dors make Us ihink about ecosystem structure. II 
the answer is (he former each ecosystem is cvnlu- 
tionadly unique and can never he replicated, and 
hence is easier to ^knowledge its intrinsic value. 
If il b I be inter und species just live ihe re because 
tfs convenient, then ecosystems could, in theory„ 
he pul together from their constant puns and iTs 
the iiSiiividLtfciE species with ihe intrinsic value, elk 
( here's little more than a bunch of species living 
together. 


Other species are used* utilised and valued in many 
wayt* hut why ihose ways and mn others? Different 
people ascribe ditto.rent values to the same thing, a 
tree i.s many things to many people, beauty, profit, a 
homo for wildlife, lurntluro, a source ol food. Also 
people 1 s values change over rime, and depending on 
their current condiiion, for example being hungry or 
1 uLb or due to ilie culture they happen to live in, m 
over longer time-scales us npr attitude to Wolves 
demonstrates:: once reviled as evil (ihink of t,iltlc 
Red Rilling HimkI) now nhumpinrscd in ecological 
circles as sm embodiment ol wildness. As on exam¬ 
ple of cultural diversity take a tsiok de attitudes 
tfMjjrds mts. In most places they sire considered ver¬ 
min h indeed, on the Isle uf Man. one must never say 
the word, only spelf it oul *ar-ay-tee', as saying nit is 
but! luck. However in Nigeria they arc relished as 
food sell tbr ifi-nre til an bee I t>r pork, while in Brass i 
Yunomami Indians tuck into ihcm regularly. In the 
Indian Hindu temples of goddess Bhagwnti Karnlji 
nils lire fed and! pmlected. The Saule gtieS for many 
other species. 

[fespue ibis cultural diversely peoples altitudes io 
other species und ecosystems, some academics have 
suggested ihat in western countries ;n lease, attitudes 
often seem to fall around three basic ■wis of ethics, 


FI fill) Iy, the niosl commonly asserted non-use vutne 
Iijis been the option fur I lieu re use category thul as we 
should SfiVc species that may be imtcnlially usdut 
and as we don't know what might be usefuE in the 
future we should .save lots qf species. There is mtieh 
to be sidd for this, idea in principle, as if* sensible, as 
extinction is forever even if it is b Body-shop spon- 
•10red cliche., and intcrgcncrai tonal justice could be 
served here. 

However the unsaid implication is Musi we mus! 
save things os they are free precursors to wealth and 
power for the elite. Thi'- leads tn measures such els 
gene bunks, where companies can gel hold ol genet¬ 
ic material io help further consolidate their 
and are of little relevance to most people, ral her than 
areas of habitat of varying degrees of wildness near 
peoples homes where riLiiuru cun he readily imeruLL- 
cd with and possibly LL*ed by ihe community in the 
future. 


We should, examine these groupings, seeing the 
potential advantages, pitfalls and practical and polit¬ 
ical fill lout of adopting n certain ethical stance 
regarding other species, One of these stance* is the 
Rninimtic-Transcendental Preservation Ethic, which 
m essence says that nature i\ a temple dial is soiled 
by the activities of humans Ll sivs we should com¬ 
mune wish nature when wc visit it, like it is some 
god. There is obviously u high priority on establish¬ 
ing nature reserves and parks where nature as rela¬ 
tively intact and Lhat we are encouraged to visit. 

This romantic ethic m the stance behind many envi¬ 
ronmental non-gOVtrnmenlal organisation* (NCiOsi: 
think of their brochures lull of requisite photo. of the 
natural world and iheir campaigns in save virgin 
rainforest, or save whales in iheir habitat* untouched 
by the hand of pram. This stance culls for fairly pns- 
linc areas to be preserved. Perhaps tl is no coinci¬ 
dence that only those wculihy enough eo tmvel there 
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can visit pristine iiinure, lhat these Wealthy people 
make donations to ilic NOOs that campaign for their 
wilderness, and that it provides beautiful ph«ios eo 
aid fundraising without Imvin l* eo cackle social issues 
as pristine ureas with no or few residents are to be 
pmicciccL 

This dedication of prist me nature tirst leads to 
voyeurism, not cme interaction wish nulure—ycni 
visit nature ™i live m it, Nature is kept in a separate 
bn* from both hiti tn jiiis and society, li can also lead lo 
serious itflti-humon policies as seen hy (he actions 
on Ihe World-Wide Fund For Ninon: (WWF) and 
oilier N(JOh expelling indigenous [Hidplc ftom newly 
created reserves. People and nature, despite ihe wor¬ 
ship, aft: jtcpiiralc* so nature is merely I here U) feed an 
cmthropoccnicic need for voyeurism This viewpoint 
offers few problems for ihe dire. or cm pitulism in 
general, as all cllorts go into living the most bcnulii- 
ful areas and species which become besoming tourist 
nil ructions, and therefore pay for themselves much 
like any other commodity -anyerne fancy seeing the 
lions tin i private game reserve in Africa? Indeed 
celebrated US natural esi John Muir who used thin 
platform for political action in the last century ended 
up forming the now huge NOOThe Siena Club, now 
embroiled in controversy about whether to join other 
US environmental NGQs and buck ree-isE US policy 
to 'protect 1 the US imvimiinieni from tmmignilion 
hy Latinos. Despite ihe regular use of this ethic with¬ 
in radical ecological eirehrs, it is, in my opinion, in 
m way linked to progress towards a free and ecolog¬ 
ical society. Wc should denounce it when it as men¬ 
tioned. 

A second way of seeing the natural world known as 
the resource conservation ethic, which esscntiuLly 
believes I bat nature eoffisisis solely of natural 
resources and should lie used to provide the greatest 
good to the greatest number of people for the longest 
time. The idea is nut Us plunder the land, but to use it 
in a way that distributes benches thirty and efficient* 
3y among many people. It advocate* wi.se, judicious 
use so lhat future generations will not be short¬ 
changed. Also hy recognizing aesthetics as a 
resource some preservation of relatively intact nature 
i.s possible (thus dealing with the romantics critiqued 
flbove) T This is the domiremt ethic put forward today 
by the government, business, the media and most sci¬ 
entists" they are usually at best deluding themselves, 
and Jit worst lying hut this is essentially what Ehey 
say. Nobody nay'’. I will leave our grandchildren with 
nothing so t can make n pfofll now, it is all talk of 
cost-bcnellt analysts, fairness to stakeholder*.... In 


essence Hus is no different from the perpetual cam¬ 
paigning from government arid business that they arc 
there for us, and I hey are working hard so we can ail 
have a better life. An obviously the elite serves, in the 
main, ihe elite, ibeir use of the resource conservation 
ethic is because it best serve* rheir interests. Ruth ihc 
resource conservation anil romantic ethic both place 
nature in anthropocentric (people-centred) terms— 
nature offer* only utility to fesumans, nothing more. 

The tired, unit perhaps minority view of nature, is 
the Evolqliojwy-Ecological Land Ethic. Darwin and 
many others lutvc shown thai humans are hut one 
species ui many created through evolution by natur¬ 
al selection* If we evolved from other animal* and 
we have intrinsic value then surely the other products 
of evolution hove intrinsic value, regardless of their 
usefulness lo us. runs the logic, This is effectively 
expressing equality m ecological terms., It implies wq 
arc purl of ceosyslcms, nut separate From theEti. and 
that wc cun and should ini cruel with ocher species, as 
nil species internet with others, in a web of life. 
However* we should do this with re spoils iblltly, in a 
manner which recognises the intrinsic value of mher 
species and whole ecosystems. For those who want n 
free, equal and ecological society this is clearly [lie 
attitude to lake. This is a radical departure, run about 
'A hat nature can do tor us, hui Slow do we relate with 
OUT partner in life. This forces very different ques¬ 
tions to be asked, not merely whether to develop hind 
as carefully or ok cllietcnlly as possible. 

High Biodiversity Good 
And Low Biodiversity dad? 

Or How To Measure Biodiversity 

Is it stupid to .isk whEit'v tile biodiversity of this 
woodland? I hope, given th;M biodiversity is some 
sum of genetic, oiganijirud and ecological diversity, 
lhat attempting to obtain a single number lot tlie bio¬ 
diversity of somewhere is rubbish, and dial, those that 
*.ay it is should be capped. Species number or rich¬ 
ness—ihe total number of different species in a given 
urea or hahuai—is often used as a measure ol bunh- 
versiiy, When people Calk about high biodiversity, 
they usually mean :m area. con Lain s a lot of species. 
Measuring species number is sensible, as species are 
relatively easy to monitor* and the extinction of 
species is a major manifestation of the biodiversity 
crisis. By measuring species richness we also capture 
some of the other facets of biodiversity. as these 
species usually all Live in the same area. 

Measuring some component of biodiversity, 
whether ecosystems, species richness or genes, is rift 
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to fight, with high Modiimil} area* being the win- 


wiih problems; frnm [lie practical* 3ike finding She 
species in the first place, to working out whit specks 
they tire, Bui whatever the measurement the number 
is trying to strike suine balance between two differ¬ 
ent components: the number of entities (c-g: species) 
at id [heir degree of difference (dissimilarity), 
Imagine looking at the biodiversity for a pure piece 
of grassland of only one species of grass und either 
<v> anenher species of grass or Cii> a population of 
rabbits. The species richness, one measure of diver 
Miy. would be two lor both ecosystems. even though 
they arc quite different -ns all the emphasis is on the 
number q| entities^ mil ihc level of dissimilarity. I 
could find biodiversity indices. used by scientific 
that could prove either of Uiese two ecosystems had 
ihc highest biodiversity. 

Minty people seem to believe that high Mudiversi- 
iy, usually meaning high species richness* hi some¬ 
how good and low biodiversity is somehow less 
good. How many limes have envirunincnlal cam¬ 
paigner* used the phrase as diverse u a tropical rain¬ 
forest! Or Britain's answer to the tropica I rainforest!? 
Firstly I will show why this idea is wrong, and sec¬ 
ondly why I chink so many people think high species 
richness is good, per se. On a global scale it is ridlcu- 
I [.His [o assign eiLni value only to high species rich¬ 
ness. as we would only ever end up trying to stop the 
destruction of tropical mm forests and coral reefs, as 
they have the highest species counts—should we 
abandon all ihc worlds arctic zones, as they contain 
many fewer specie* thin temperate and tropical 
areas? Of course not. At a Jocnl level the iden of the- 
grealerdhe-nurnhcr-of-spcCies-ihe-beitcr is also not 
sensible. Imagine u piece of oak woodland: if u 
species gi*cs locally extinct. the number of specie* 
goes down and this is bad. However if 
Rhodndcndmns and other sjiecie^ invade our wmKi¬ 
ln nd- the number of species goes up. Despite ihc 
increase m the measurement of one facet of biodi¬ 
versity, this is clearly a had thing as Rhododendrons 
inhibit woodland regeneration and begin to mist 
other species. 

Why do so many people believe high species num¬ 
bers are intrinsically h good thing? I think an answer 
lies with our friends I lie MGOi again. Purported, high 
biodiversity is often used to compare different nrens 
m decide which to attempt eo save und which to 
allow to be destroyed, eh to fight for scare NGO 
funding to uttempl to save and urea. Bf, as is usual, 
there are too many areas to try to protect then biodi¬ 
versity [usually meaning species number) is often 
used lls un objective method of distinguishing whdl 

lit* 


tiers. r f his leads to an attitude of tow biodiversity 
areas heing of less worth than other areas. "Illis fits 
with the philosophical underpinning* of ihc 
RnniairtiL-TrimscendenlaE Preservation Ethic—the 
denial search for the purest, greatest. most spiritual¬ 
ly uplifting ecosystems. And leads to complete 
absurdities: biodiversity Inflation gets underway as 
buying high diversity is key to having a chance of run 
being ra/ed to ihc ground. Arid wc end up hack with 
Britain's answer to ihc tropical ruin forest type slo¬ 
gans. The end result seems to be tliai the few* re Fa- 
lively unaltered pieces ot babitac arc therefore pitted 
against each oilier on the basis of spurious Hindi ver-- 
sily numbers, the public is misled, and were all no 
nearer to geltitig lo ihc rtKHs of the prnbleiri* and 
Mopping habitat destruction. 

What Happens If Species Are Lost? 
Or How Much Biodiversity Do We 
Need? 

" 1 irVe arr losing half the subjrcl matter of English 
Poetry*' wrote AkUuis Huxcfcy* after reading Kacbcl 
Carson L s Silent Spring, ‘Hr should haw added ht 
ure in danger of toning the poets to**. ' - on the hauk 
cover of SiJeiic Spring Penguin paperback ediEicn. 

I fall facets of biodiversity have intrinsic value iliun. 
nothing short of alt biodiversity is valuable and 
should be maintained. Even those that believe in 
nothing but their personal well-being should realise,, 
that there is only one earth und whether you like it or 
nob our fate is bound up with blodl varsity* Even the 
most blinkered technocrat should definitely save our 
few hundred species ihs.it provide ihe vast majority of 
die worlds food and medicines nhmg with the other 
major benefit o( biodiversity: the itervicds provided 
by ecosystems like wafer purification, holding; suit in 
phiCe etc. Thus a crucial question* in purely survival- 
isE terms is: how much biodiversity can we altej; or 
lose, before we threaten our own existence? In eco- 
logicwt cenns we need to a$k« bow does tbe loss ol 
species relate Eo the provision of important ecosyfi¬ 
le m services. There are four ways in which ecosys¬ 
tem process* might respond eo reductions in the 
numbers of consLiLiKsnl species (sec Figum /). in 
adduion to ihc unlikely outcome that there is no rela¬ 
tionship. Firstly the diversity-stability hypothesis 
predicts that ecological communities will have less 
productivity (energetic cflieicnuyl and be Jess well 
able Eo recover from disturbance [either natural or 
human-induced] as live number of species decreases 
(see Figure fa). In shoo, the more species, die more 
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stable an ecological community is and the better able 
la continue]ly supply free service. 

Secondly ihe rivet hypothesis likens the species in 
an ecosystem to the rivets, holding together an aero¬ 
plane. The kiss of a few rivets go unnoticed. because 
ihcry may be redundant, or other species lake up the 
slick, but Ivy mid some ihreshojd further species 
lossci will bring about ,i catastrophic collapse (see 
Figure fb). 5u we on lose some species, with few 
problems;,, but lose IOO many, and we don't know 
how many is too many, and disaster strikes. Thirdly 
the redundant species hypothesis segregates species 
inlo whorl lie called functional groups, that is diiVer- 
cnE specie^ thnE lull ill similar ecological roles, fbr 
example, all the plants Eh.it tix nitrogen from die 
atmosphere. Ecosystem processes function as nortiutl 
ii specks ate lost, provided (here Lire representatives 
in each ol she functional groups. Thus lots of species 
ci m be lost, us long us some remain from cadi of the 
groups (hnl maintain the ecological (unctions (see 
Figure lt% Fourthly, the idiosyncratic response 
hypcubcsjs suggests (hat as diversity changes so do 
ecosy stem functions* but the amount arid direction of 
change is totally unpredictable because individuaf 
Species arc unique and have varied and complex 
toEes (see Figure id). In ah on, losing species is dic¬ 
ing with disaster, as ecosystem responses arc unpre- 
diclahle and potentially catastrophic. 


From the experiments to date it is unclear winch 
hypothesis hcsl reflects reality. The obstacles to 
overcome in answering this must pressing of ques¬ 
tion* arc formidable, m il is difficult to distinguish 
cause and effect (do differences in eensy.siem func¬ 
tion resale from differences in diversity, or vice 
versuh avoiding changing other factors m experi¬ 
ments. not just diversity, taking answers from small 
experiment on a few species to huge areas of nuEu c e 
with many species, and perJurming all ihe necessary 
combinaiions of species m an experiment* which 
even for a few species is huge. Of course* the short 
answer is thui tlte amount of biodiversity Eo preserve 
depends upon the kind of existence we would like to 
enjoy. However t personally rind it incredible that we 
even have to have a debate about species being in 
any way redundant or worth allowing to live. Who 
would condemn all of big-bent teclmo functionally 
redundant because we have ihe Chemical Brothers, 
or all Engiisb landscape painters funclionally redun¬ 
dant because we hove paintings by Con stable? 

What's Going Wrong? 

Extinction and the Biodiversity Crisis 

"ZO^A ftf 'alt htrri specir.f orr flow rxfiffCf, " 

- E. O. Wilson. 

Il is a seeming paradox that over W % of all 
specks thai have ever lived arc extinct, hut ihat in 
modem times there are more specie on 
Earth than at any other lime m geological 
history. This is because ihe rates of crc* 
ytion of new species lias exceeded ihe 
number of species going extinct. 
However, throughout the 3.5 billion year 
history of life -on Earth ihe clock til' 
extinction has not run smoothly- There 
have been live periods though geological 
lime where huge numbers of species 
have become extinct, taking millions of 
years to recover. The hesi known muss 
extinction, at ihe end of (he Cretaceous 
period, which led to the extinction of ihe 
dinosaurs and 75*95% of all speck* 
alive at the lime, was most likely to have 
occurred due to the impact of an asteroid 
and ihe dust clouds which M generated. 
We are currently nl the leading edge of 
the sixth major extinction of life on 
Earih— of uuroWn, human, making. 

How many species are going extinct? 
This, irs short Is impossible to suy, a* we 
don"t even know how many species there 


! w 

1 | 



4b) 

o & 

■D 

* * * P 

& 0 o 

■w 

o 

icj \a\ 

^iw-b-rr Dr sfitOei 

bjpin 1 IVm+L4t iTUunmih^ |ht - *tcn «.*i»virrrn p«KruMri jnd ihe numhrr ofipcci-n, 
in atnnMJiiil'in ji pmlitrr,S 1 Ui ihcdivmi-iy—iulpilir^ hypachcm, ihl ihe iivcl 
htpmhrui, (0 lW«dundjnLThYpichrfii. jud ull ihe hJiniryiiLirjiiir hypuiliciit 1’Af lc r 
rtihiiL-uin /r rfi LtKhfi | 


Door Die-Vbicev from ihe ecoLsgiejil resistance No, $ 


117 
























arc enn Earth to shun wiih! Also, how do you record 
an eatiAction? How long before you give up search¬ 
ing and decide it’s not actually there? In the distant 
PLL.nt tarly humans probably caused the extinctions of 
many largo mammals anti birds through hunting. 
More recently, since ItiOO ihere have been over 1 OGQ 
recorded extinctions, whh over hiilf of those ibin- cen¬ 
tury. The problem is that many species have been, 
and will be lost, before they haw ever been record¬ 
ed, One method around this is to note thai the aver 
age lifespan of a species Is approximately I-10 mil¬ 
lion years, hut thai recorded extineiions correspond 
bo Li average lifespan of only 10.000 yeLirs, while 
rough calculations suggesi Mini current trends may 
lead to average lifespan* of only 200-400 years. 
Thus extinction rates are upio 10,000 limes the nm- 
uml rale of extinction ui one species jki yc-ni: 

Two factors make ihi^ depressing scene mure so. 
Firstly there is a process know as cs tines ion debt, 
Thai Is. I be re is a time-lag between activities such as 
dcforcfftnlicttu mid the tr ml I effecis to be realised. 
Many species? may persist far some time even though 
the populations of which they belong haw ceased to 
he viably.. For example trees which live lor hundred* 
of years may be there, but if I hey are nut in a repro¬ 
ducing papulation they arc actually the living dead. 
A ho extinction is die loss of all local populations, 
but the losses of individual populations, and major 
reductions in populahon Levels of a species both rep- 
reacnl insidious forms of erosion of biodiversity, 
even if ihe extinction of all populations did run 
occur. And of course it is load populations ihat peo¬ 
ple interact with and gain benclil 1mm. For example, 
it may be important on one level foi rtse to know, say, 
cherry trees exisi En the US. bui it population* ncir 
me were missing, ibis is ol' no use il I wans to pick 
and eat cherries. 

Why is there this massive assault on she other life 
forms we share our planet with? There are Sour prox¬ 
imate, major causes of species tow firstly, destruc¬ 
tion of habitat (mdudinu habitat fragmentation!. for 
example when a woodland is desimyud ihe species Li 
contains are destroyed, as seen by the example of the 
maize species Ztfir diptopewnnh found on a single 
hiLlslde in Mexico in the 1970s only one week before 
il was m be destroyed* This h die only perennial 
maize species ever found- Secondly, ulceration of 
habitat by chemical pollutants, for example the wide¬ 
ly known effects of the pesticide DDT on bird 
specie* throughout the world. a I Ling with acid rain, 
heavy metal pollution and I he like. Thirdly, displace¬ 
ment by introduced species. Human* either mien* 


Let’s Make A New Planet... 

The Case Of Biosphere 2 ! 

Scientists tried to make a materially closed system 
the same as the earth to support adults complete- 
ly for 2 years. With plains, animals, soil, water; air 
and climate it cost over USS200 million dollars 
ami hundred* of people* time to make. It com¬ 
pletely failed. Surprise changes in the environment 
included a dramatic fall in oxygen levels and rise 
in carbon dtoxiikn a rise an nitrous oxide eonctfl- 
tmiions* overloading of Winer systems with nutri¬ 
ents Lind die cxiinciiorc ol nil pollinators (e.g. Ikcs 
etc.). In shoo. alt our technology, ingenuity, finan¬ 
cial resources and itch n tea I skills eminoi build a 
system lo provide for K humans—Id ah me a life 
support mechanism 1 bin nalyral ecosystem* pro¬ 
vide for free., 

Iioflftlly m accidentally, arc introducing species u* 
areas wh^re they would not normally occur. These 
introduction* range from entirely hurmlcs* to caia- 
slmphie, for ex ample, when the brown tree snake 
found its way to the island of Qotun of Lft native bird 
species 7 became extinct and another four are >li ore 
iheir survival Is unlikely. Fourthly, some species are 
threatened by overbarvesting by humans. The obvi¬ 
ous example is hstung—20^ of ibe world 1 * fresh¬ 
water fish are cither extinct of in a siate of dangerous 
decline, marine stocks are also worry ingly 
Other examples include hunting tor Ear, bird's egg 
collectors and collecting far the pet industry. 

These four explanation* for ihe loss of popular ions 
and species are n<n p of course, the ultimate muon*— 
one has to ;tsk w try habitat i* destroyed in chemical* 
released into tlie environment. L do root have space lo 
go intn uliniiaie causes, however two are obvious: 










the capitalist regime we live under and numbers ol 
humans on Earth, briefly, under capitalism, every¬ 


thing. from our own time to food we cal is comtuo- 


diEied, os is (he natural world. Nature is only worth 
its exchange-value, without reference to biology. 
Habitats are not destroyed by magic. Someone pays 
far it to happen. Land is to be bought, sold and 
exchanged lor profit* This is exceptionally grave far 
species with reproductive rule* lower than the 
expected race of return expected on capital I si invest¬ 
ments, This is why annual crops une preferred, as 
returns Lire yearly—the short-term—and rates of 
reproduction high. r i 'its is why a 3 year rive-growing 
project is, far a capitalist., always more aitraeiive 
shun a 500 year susuiimhic limber extraction project. 
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The second n inmate cuu.se of species lot* is the 
cSIrcrnely controversial subject of high human pop¬ 
ulation levels, tl is el fact tlial h billion people now 
inhabit r 1 1 !_■ EIlltE 1 1 ^ mid thal 6 billion people need more 
space, l H nl for growing crops, and material goods 
than 3 billion. Il is ati uncomfortable fact thui we live 
on a linite planet and ihm the more humom there are 
ihe less space there is for Ihe oEher life forms we 
share this planet with. We should lake these simple 
trullis onboard, white making every effort to Eittock 
those who use population arpnKiiite us cover for 
racism and coercion. 

Possible Future Scenarios? 

Of all ihe possibilities for the future l merely wish 
to sketch oui two areas which 1 think are mienesting 
and may N: liltlc known id DoD reader*: thinking 
about climate change and biodiversity, Lind thinking 
ahnul cluss in relation 10 biodiversity. 

Humans are altering; the gaseous composition of 
the atmosphere: levels of carbon diaside arc ovit 
40% higher than I hey were before the industrial rev¬ 
olution <sec Fifturt This is causing the Earth s cli- 
Eli jI c In heat up. 'Hie effects of climate change and. 
for example, habitat loss will act together. In essence 
is the Earth heats up it is expected that species will 
migrate towards the mirth and south poles, ti> keep 
with a temperature and climate they evolved in. Most 
species cur move to truck long-term changes m tem¬ 
perature. plants throw 1 out seeds t tamponed by ani¬ 
mals or ihe wind, birds can fly eicv If temperature 
changes Lire too Iasi lor species to keep tip. then 
Wtincliolis ia.iv occur. Ill the past Less rapid changes 
in climEite have forced species to move Harriers to 
their movement, Mich as mountain ranges, have 
catted extinctions, Currently there are 
serious human-nude barriers to species 
movemeni, such us Farms, cities and 
mads, Currcnl estimates are thin forest 
uses need to be moving towards the 
pules m a rales of tens of kilometres per 
decade, faster than Lrees have ever been 
documented to move. Also, a_s species 
respond to climate change as individu¬ 
al*, 11 l'■ i cammuniik^ ecosystems wilt Ik.- 
brokou up and new communities assem¬ 
bled and re-sorted from the remnant 
ipxks of older communities that can 
lalcratc the new conditions and 
whichever new species ihui eurvks ige lo 
Arrive, Thu* they will also need io cope 
ufithnew predators, competitors and dis¬ 


eases, further increasing changes of population 
extinctions 

In terms of humane and our relationship with bio- 
dive rsily, perhaps globally there will bCOnmC 4 new 
class conflict which revolves not over owning the 
means of production,, but over control of biodiversi¬ 
ty as this is a fundamental precursor lo our survival, 
St hEis been suggested that ihcnr are three classes of 
people in terms of relations to biodiversity; ecosys¬ 
tem people, biosphere people and ecological 
refugees (Vm not sure I believe Ibis, but it's an inter¬ 
esting way of looking ai the world). 

licosysteiTk people are forest dwellers, peasant 
farmers, herders and Ushers in the mostly non-Indus 
Inal world who primarily rely/depend on the specie* 
within the ecosystem in which they live io meet the 
bulk of their male rial requirements, for example, 
gathering wild foodstuffs, grazing animals, low input 
agriculture foe Ideal consumption. Ttttre well-being 
is closely tied to the ecosystem of which they ore a 
part. Their lives are generally reasonably sustainable 
as they have, as a minimum, ■ slake it maintaining 
their ecosystems as they provide iheir maieriali 
needs. Ecosyitem people are generally not weU 
plugged Into global markets. 

EiLosphere people are mostly people from the 
Vlfcsi/First World and I he elite of the non-find world, 
who, in relation to biolog teal: resources practice high 
input industrialised agriculture and animal hus¬ 
bandry for the markets. Biosphere people have 
aecens to the resources of much of ihe whole Earth's 
biosphere;: we can go mid buy Caribbean mangos, 
Pacific tuna iish, on for coal from Fur East Russia. 
These resources arc brought to biosphere people 
through an increasingly mEi-gHItcd global market. 



+rf»unr I Mi ni . k .1 -iu.r.% m Lfrr r. r^j. ji.. ,% -.J p*jt. r., 11 i r amM 
Jl Atauru L Ifm-r. ji. wjf Hjw. jIi , 1 - .jrn .-,1 Mih j r.- n r. n!.. 

| . i •<*- ■ IrlI .l 11 I f mm f 1 Iw \tfmfrf 1 N 1 iWWl pt*« 1 iMilnirii III IP- 

Hif *« xrlir^.n. .|h -Lhn*- hr la Mr 'iHwlhlt ■ «. ■ I ij> j 

I ■ Pi^ll "f d ■ iHTUlr M HIH v a I It |J ril III (lUUIUHII. Ijl - I nkWIHIIIk lllx Hi n'M . Il 

LjIrh Jilin HTMA lk-.iL.hr £ #3. |09| > 


Do or (Hlfc-Vploer frW thp ccDlni^ltal rvilsranep NO. $ 


1)9 























The mo^t importani point about biosphere people is 
thai they do nrvL depend mi the -species. or ecosystem*- 
of any particular (oeaiiiy for (heir immediate well 
being. However they do have an interest in misin- 
Lz li i li ri.g a healthy pleasing environment in Ehteir 
Immediate vicinity and therefore tend to shift pres¬ 
sure to di-siant localities; hence the locations with 
large house* are tissually beautiful and exclusive, 
litis is Him 1 60'/r til Japan can he covered in fores! 
cover (one of the highest in the world)— lls it gets nil 
n\ timber needs from Sou 111 Bus! Asia and Brazil.. 
11ms pressure genenues to eliieiemh cxiraet and 
[lien exliiiusi resources in distant ItK-atiuns, especial¬ 
ly in the Third World* where the mostly ecosystem 
people are, therefore creating (he third category of 
humanity: die ecological refugees. 

Ecological refugees are people deprived of (mdi- 
tlonal access to species and ecosystems in iheir 
immediate vicinity. Probably the majority of Third 
World city dwellers are ecological refugees. 
EsnmpJes ore ntmiertius: feasants who have mi grat¬ 
ed lo the Amazon, ousted from their land in die 
South of Brazil by upeirt-orientated agribusiness, or 
baske! weavers in Indict pushed oiti by large scale 
paper production for export. Also the UK city 
dwellers' ancestors were ecological refugees, thrown 
of their land by enclosure. forced inio the cities lo 
wort in factories. Ecological refugees have no stake 
in ecosystems, and as is the case with migrants into 
tropical forests, do destroy and degrade eeosysierus. 

Il is obvious thatccologLca I refugees arc increasing 
m number* ai the expense of (he ecosystem people, H 
is also obvious dun the biosphere people control bolh 
ihe ecosystem people and the refugees. Again i( h 
ihe elite minority coercing the majority, Not duit the 
biosphere people irod their cupitaiiti system of social 
relations go urnapposed. Hie radical social move- 
men! s ihrougbnut ihe work! based on peasants move¬ 
ments and the urban poor h such as Bmil's landless 
peasants movement* the Movimcnto Sem Terra 
(MST), or Mexico's Zapatistas. who oppose capitaU 
ism. are in these ecological terms ecological refugees 
snuggling against biospheric oppressors. 

In conclusion, I hope 3 have made I he reader aware 
of the fundamental importance of bLodivcrsily, ibat 
ihe rool cause of biodiversity loss is probably capi- 
talififn* as this system take no account whatsoever of 
liuhiogy. anti the number of humans on Earth,, as the 
more there arc of us, the less room (here is for our 
fellow life forms. Without radical, if not revolution¬ 
ary change, and a move towards seeing die namral 
work! ecooen trie ally, life wilt be at 6 cm grimmer 


i han at present for most pmplc. I hope I have pro¬ 
vided the tools to allow die reader to undctMnnd. cri¬ 
tique and expose the underlying agendas of why go\ ■ 
emnients, the media, some scientists and roust NGOs 
adopt certain positions on biodiversity and its con¬ 
servation. HI finish with !wo quotes: 

n .|Jfcf worst thing thus wifi j pmlmfaiy kappw —in 
fun r\ atmidy well muienmy—ix not dr pit - 

iioru ernnomic C&tJapXt, trtmvi'nfiutui! nur or f'i'fli 
she expansion of totalitarian governments As terri¬ 
ble m r thexe cotosMjphes would be for us. they cm 
be repaired within a few generotfoity* The one 
procexs irfrto' ongoing thtts wifi tuft? millions qf year* 
to rorffcf lx ihr fox* of genetic untf xpetiex diversity 
hy the drxtnu tton of natural habitats. This Is the 
fatly our descendants art- letixt likely to forgive us.** 
* E, 0 > Wilson. 

"There is only one thing in lift? that you have to do, 
and shat is die. Everything rise ix opfitmal, " 

- Anonymous. 
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Biocentrism 
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Ideology Against Nature 

J 



That humanity is somehow r cut of balance' with nature J$ hardly a topic of controversy nowa- 
days. There Is little question that humans are fouling the world to the point of suicide for us and 
mass extinction for all other life. To claim otherwise is ludicrous. In a variety of ways, people 
have attempted to grasp the problem> define it, and seek solutions. Of the many new and more 
faddish results, few have been as popular as Deep Ecology-also known as Biocentrism -the view 
that humans are acting out of excessive human cent redness (anthropocentrism) and thus destroy¬ 
ing the planet and the rest of the species which have just as much 'intrinsic right' to live out 
their biological destiny as we do. Accordingly, Biocentrism (life/earth/nature centredness) calls 
for a new way of acting. Specifically, it calls for "earth-centred' activity and thinking-putting 
the c earth first' (instead of putting ourselves first) as a way out of the global dilemma. 


In die lb!Inwing nut! I wish (u take a critical Icnok nl 
these assertions, and.show them for whin I believe to 
be false, misleading and even covnw-pffiductivfr. I 
don"! mean this to be a sermon or some statement of 
absolute truth. No wayl 

Whui follows is, more than Anything else, just my 
initial attempt at deciphering and understanding ihe 
jclunonships. between some types of ideas :md activ¬ 
ity that I've discovered to be I rue to ihe best of my 
experience. The point* I lake on here, and their 
bto;idcr implications, have been ol central impor¬ 
tance to many ®J ihe great di h pnic.H and inconsisten¬ 
cies within what cun lOQidy be called the 'radical 
ccotci^y movement 1 . I fopeflylly, my efforts here will 
help to encourage further dlsciation. 

According to itis proponents, Btoccnlrisrii is nalurc- 
eentred living. It [herefore must be premised on an 
irreconcilable separation of bnman.s and nature. This 
is so because if humans were inherently nqturnl 
being?*—i.c: an equal part of nature, fully integrated 
into die natural flow of life—then to be human-cen¬ 
tred (anthropocentric! would also imply being 
nature-centred Ibioceucric). But Biocentrism htf 
already been defined by pis practitioners to he the 
opposite Of Anthropocentrism, So, according to 
B Loee ntrist thou phi ( mi Lire -ten tred phi Icjsoph y 1 
humans are irredeemjhlv estranged from nature—<ir 
were never part of it in the lirst pjiro "became 
'human' is posited as the opposite of ’nature' 


[ A nth ropocen t ri sm versti * B iueen m sin>. Oddiy. 
Anthropocentrism implies the very same thing. If 
Anihropocenlrbm is human-mured living und thiis 
is the opposite of Bcioc^iuri^m* or nature-centred Jiv¬ 
ing. then once again, 'human' and ’nature’ are oppo¬ 
site and theredore separate, h is a contradiction to hjiy 
that iwo positions which art identical are, in fact, 
oppose. I wilt tiy to resolve this dilemma by going 
outside of whftl i*i common to both Biocenlrisin and 
A itihropwclitrism—ideological« hi nk i ng , 

Idcological! thinking rs false consciousness. In 
other words, it is ideas and activity which originate 
elsewhere, outside of our own emotional and intel¬ 
lectual subjectivity. our identity. Ideology is when 
we mistake others' thoughts for our own or when Otar 
own thoughts become rigid and fossilised and those 
thong bis come to control us—instead of the other 
way around. Marxism, nil religions, guru cutis am all 
very dear and obvious esamples of ideological 
thinking. The politically correct saCfled or official 
line is what one must adhere to. These ideals and 
demands on cmr activity originate not out of'our own 
need-s or desires, or ideas or personal lived experi¬ 
ence lm community, but from outride of us. cxiernid¬ 
ly to us. Other examples of ideologically (false) 
activity include: nil political ideologfc^ "causes 1 
Edoing things for hhe cause' instead of for our own 
needs), consumerism (external Ey created wanes and 
preferences) and philosophies. 
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Both Biocentrifm. and its necfessary comportion. 
Anthropocentrism* lire iieatofl»* They both pi see 
€xt€mat demands on our thinking and activity. 
Bioecntrrm differs from* *ay„ Man ism. Christianity 
nr die Moonies only in content- In Jhrm it 5 s identi¬ 
cal. How il differ* is that it demands that we act. not 
according to the poliliejlly. morally or guru deter¬ 
mined correct line, but to the naturally correct one. 
* Nature"—or an ahsimi overruling Mea-of-natum 
replaces the gum, Bible or Party dgptrines There is 
no room in any of these (or any other ideologies) f£*r 
the vagaries of Sin man wildness, independent 
thong hi. activity or de sire—or nature. All thought 
and activity is pre-seribed. deiermmed e stern ally to 
our human need, desires. At limes we may agree 



with something that is mIsli part of an ideology. But 
Hi tins point, it' it is. iruly no Longer ideological „ no 
longer esternal, no longer false consciousness, then 
we need infl invoke the Inbd. category, guru, or other 
“authority' to justify our ideas and activity. In other 
words, Instead of saying "according to the Marsisi 
doctrines... 11 , or 44 Thc Bible fay*../', or "Deep 
Ecology ^nyitp. a ,, 1 wc would say 7 tliiuk that...", 'Tit 
noticed that...", pm t feel thaL./\ or "/ Iffl doing this 
because.In this case- authentic, subjective ideas 
and activity based on our constantly changing needs 
and desires and always personally checked out 
ug:iinsi our own everyday lived experience— we can 
del end jnd explain «ur idea* and activity with urgu- 
mcniE<< and examples (hut wc know to Iw Imc because 
we've thought about or actually experienced them, 
1 Tliis has been called Theory 1 — more on I bat Later) 
In other words, we can claim our ideal ^ our own. 

When wc are in the grips of ideological thinking 
and acting we cannot do thi* because I he ideas are 
not our own— we did not think, fed or experience 
them lor outstlvei (Ideology, in this way, is Admin¬ 
istered thought, directed action—more m that later. ) 
Therefore, we cannot argue, explain nr justify them 
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ourselves. Instead when someone oppose* m dial* 
length our ideology h we must put Ehcm into a eatego- 
ry— ij&i label them us 'other 1 . The label t authority, 
justification) of the ideologist is then used ta justify 
evasion of any challenge. Some examples are 
"That's just Marxism***'' 1 * "That's Violence, we fol¬ 
low ihe Non-VioltoiCC Code,,.’\ “She's a 
Humanist.,", Tluis, any challenge loan ideology can 
be dismissed as that of up 'outsider'm ihe eyes of iJw 
Parly faithful who will all nod their heads in agree- 
ment m how clever the ideologist is. 

Earlier 3 relerred to 'theory'. Theory Ii (lo clearly 
define it at least for the sake of this dbcimion) the 
opposite of ideology. Ideology is iissidc-out theory; 
In ideological activity, the motivations come from 
without. With theory, motivalions come from within, 
from OUFown subjective ideas, experiences, longings 
and needs. Thus ihcary can also be called “self-theo¬ 
ry". Most people today are walking around inside- 
oul. motivated ami direeled by a mynud of things — 
anything but themselves. Theory is never static, 
never rigid. Our theory, if we fail to constantly 
evolve and test il against our experience and new 
in formal km, quickly fossilises into ideological ihink- 
mg. 

When we bn*c our activities and ideas on our sclf- 
ilieory. wc tan clearly see what the actuality behind 
new information is and. choose lo take or leave what¬ 
ever we want. The self-theorist skips and dance# 
through ihe great supermarket of ideology, tearing 
open every ptickage. scattering the contents and 
appropriating what seems good and nourishing and 
discarding the re^t. The ideologist shops carefully, nr 
even perhap* on impulse, looking for just ilia right lit 
of pre-packaged ideas to take home and consume 
wholeheartedLy—after paying 01 the register of 
course! Ideologists often are brand switchers. 
They'll stick with one package of (non i thought only 
until the nuxi one in a shinier package comes along 
and lute* them in. Other ideologists maintain a life¬ 
long brand loyally! 

In the earlier discussion about ideologist* using 
labels to evade challenges, we can say that I he self- 
theorist can easily see—and see past—ideological 
boundaries of the opponent by watching for exam¬ 
ples of ideological thinking such as statement* like 
1 kep Ecology says thai.,/", “"Marxism says that..”, 
"Gandhi would've ^ai<l tbat...". The person under the 
influence of an ideology. ;i false consciousness, on 
ihe other hand having constructed these barriers, 
can not sec out. IN lias become a walL a real harrier to 
advancement, a very tin-radical thing to do. 
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Note so lIi iii just an the ideologic m't ihe origi¬ 
nator of his/her ideas, so s/he neither claims the cred- 
ii for them fe.g. "BioCtiiiflfm suy* r .,"). Bull here is 
another example of how the ideologist is mystified. 
Doctrines, ideologies and the like do not lk*ms*tves 
talk and 90 it is wrong and misleading to wy 
Biocenlrism wy*.„ r \ Who is BioocnEnsm? When 
we begin to ask such questions, we caU peel off lay¬ 
ers of mystification bik) confusion Like ihc skin of nn 
onion unill wc can see what lies beneath: Actually 
Btccentritm doesn't say anything, Actual people do 
iind say things such ns "BldcMlrism this and (hut,,.". 
Eiriu sonic mystical Biocciurisiti force or creature, I i s 
impurinni la nncovfer the real sows of ideas we hold 
so they CM he fully evaluated on their actual content 
and meaning* Ef we then really do agree, then we wo 
say a 'J think this and thBfl„.” Hid the Ideas will no 
longer have control over us. We will control the 
ideas. Beware the danger* of attributing concrete 
activity and thinking to abstract concepts or doc¬ 
trines or ^InpiinK. 

In re900sc to attacks. ihc person who engages in 
ideological thinking and activity simply builds high- 
i*r and bigger walla. To continue this imagery fur a 
moment longer, wc can sec (hut eventually [lie ideol¬ 
ogist will be overwhelmed by the theorist who, being 
free to think, evaluate and rove around, wiLI eventu¬ 
ally find die cracks and weak upois thru will bring (he 
whole thing down with little effort. Imagine a guer¬ 
rilla group with a radical self- 
theory challenging a monolithic 
slate military force under ihe 
£rip of a rigid chain of com¬ 
mand (external Control, ideolo¬ 
gy 1 This whole preceding dis¬ 
cussion has obvious relevance 
fur anyone engaged in direct 
subversive resistance-—or think 
ihey are: ideology creeps up 
where you'd least expect it. But 
you can draw you own conclu¬ 
sions on thai.,. 

I’ve Hied to present a fairly 
dear and simplified fif not sim¬ 
plistic) picture of what ideolog¬ 
ical activity is, how n operates 
jml how it can Ihml us. I've 
tned to contrast that with theo¬ 
ry. a belter way to understand 
ihe world and ilmik and acl. 

Whal I'll try 10 do now is 
explain how ideology is ihe 


death knell of nnhcal change, of humanity, of nature 
mil of the earth ;irul wilderness* I showed at the very 
beginning how BiocLnlrism (an ideology, a category 
of Nature-ally camel thought and activity, u label 
used to discredit opposing views, an cxieniul source 
of ideas and action, an authority) is premised on the 
view tliat humans are separate from nature and act 
out of hutYlAn-centered ness I Atilhroptwenlrism) and 
this is whal is destroying (lie earth- But [ also showed 
ihai die apparent opposite* of Bioccntfiim and 
Anihroptscenirism hoth in fact mean ihe same thing. 

I sahI Ehi.ii tins diehon>m>- was resolvable by breaking 
out of Idmlogteoi forms of thought. Hi is is whin I 
mean. 

Id like to ttut with this wen ion: Humans are not 
separate from nature* Our 'nature" is that winch is 
mosi 'natural 3 in m —our deepest needs, desires, 
dreams, internally defined ideas (self-theory), our 
ernotiunul wauls and expression, our wild, animal 
instincts. Our human nature is our wild, free animat 
instinct and subjectivity. This is what as tttmt fjamr* 
rd and also whal is most human about us since these 
qualities arise tuifitraity and in an within it.w "Human' 
and nature arc not contradictory* mutually exclu¬ 
sive terms. 

Both Biocenlrism f 1 ile/aacii r e/eartb -centred 1 and 
Anthropocentrism ihumnn-ecnlnsml mean ihe same 
thing, ycE one is defined us being opposed in ihc 
other. They both are ideologies They both are exter¬ 
nal, packaged though! for coo 
suiEipLmn and directed act ion. 
Both have Lidhcrcnis who pur¬ 
port dial the ideology must be 
allowed to do ihc thin king for 
Ms. and that we imisl acl out of 
mot i vai ions it pre scribe s. 

Idcoh hgtcu I tli til k i ng requ i res 
ihaE we relinquish our desires, 
our unpredictability, our ability 
to change and adapt and submit 
them to ihc category, label* 
dociriiie, gum* Bible or. in the 
ease of BtocenLrisnh to an 
abstracted Nature; da idea of 
millin'. 

When we relinquish nur 
desires and wild animal 
instincts, wc are relinquishing 
whil is most natural* what is 
most human it bout us, 
Edeo log i ca I ihi n king 11'al se 
consciousness* since the 
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thoughts and actions are not our own) is ihc enemy 
of nature. Et is I tie enemy of tinmens because it 
deprives u.s of whut mokes us human—our human 
nature, our wildness. Ait authority---since it is ide- 
o logical* externally imposed—is the enemy of 
nature and witness. All domination ;md obedience 
kills nature in us. deprives us of our natures by 
depriving us of our humanity, our dreams, desires 
and wildness. 

This is the inisiakc of claiming to act or think in (he 
name of something eternal Lo us—whether it lx: 
Buxcmrism. Marxism, Non-Violence, ’The fauHC 1 , 
America, Deep Ecology or an abstracted idea of 
Nimm 1 itsetfi These all kill our unruly, nniural wild 
humanity. To say wc are thinking or acting lor Lkep 
Ecology of the Earth or Nature or the Spotted Owl is 
to «ct for reiAGn* exleiml so us. To do this we must 
submit our desires to these ideological forms of 
thought, we must suppress our wildness, individual¬ 
ity—our nature. What a bizarre circumstance, to be 
r j^ k 311 l.' ira|LL3^ ii] Imprison ei lent lu defend cm itlrtt rtf 
nature while killing the rent living nature in our¬ 
selves!! Of course. if you are doing/chin king ihtise 
things for yourself and not killing wildness, not 
killing nature, not involved in ideological activity* 
them there is no reason to invoke labels AS juttiffea- 
tiuns. Be able lo say: *Tm doing this out of my own 
desires for wildness, for my own human nature i or 
whatever)." And herein lies the way nul of I he con¬ 
tradiction. 

flolh BioCcutristn and AfithrojXtterUri hfu are ide¬ 
ologies and therefore anti-nature Ef we act out of 
liinccnlrisru we are actually killing our nature, not 
being fiifuTC'CenUcd' Jf we act out of Anthropocen¬ 
trism, wc are Mi acting oul of our human-centred 
desires and wild animal instincts. We arc acting out 
cif ideological demands. So. Bkxertiri^m if anti- 
nalurc and Anthropocentrism is amidiurmriE -Sts they 
are both anti-human ami miti-nainac 

So. bjg deal? But ibis becomes critical when we sec 
that it is ibis same mode of self-den ini or self-repres¬ 
sion of wa LlI iicsh ifeiat allows lis to do arili-Umnan 
activity and anti-nature activity in l his society. 
Biocentriwn und all ideologies), i he re I me. rein¬ 
forces this precondition, reinforces our domestica¬ 
tion. The actual daily activity. the dominant mode of 
human exigence on the earth today is mislabelled by 
the Bioccnirists. It is not Anthropocentrism. n« 
human-centred. It is not done to meet human needs, 
not done as a result of the full!limit of wild human 
desires. Tins activity is done to fulfil the needs of 
jHjwer and capital, nul LOOS Hits ajul commodity- 
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empire. It she mid rightly l>e called production-ceri- 
ired or power-centred or death^ctnered since we mast 
kill our wild natures to be pan of it. Our doily acliv- 
ity is done iu keep ihis 'Machine" running. This 
Machine is what is devouring ihc earth, nature, 
wilderness and humanity. To work in the entrails of 
this leviathan' requires that we submit all our silli¬ 
ness to the needs, schedules and routines of Li. On a 
daily basis, this is how we individually kill our desire 
for ow nature,, our wildness. 

To do this. ie> suppress our ejwii wild, human,, ani¬ 
mal instincts, we must put on successively I bul k lay¬ 
ers of emotional 1 armour 1 to protect ourselves hum 
ihc pain of st murdered nature trying Co break 
through. Like asphalt and herbicide to keep the wild 
pianis from destroying the roadbed* chis armour must 
he constantly added to or it begins to Ik 11 away. This 
armour pm also be thought Of as die intrnudijuitum 
of the Machine, tls logic and schedules. Eventually 
Che armour can be mistaken for whul it is suppress¬ 
ing in the same way that so many people today mis¬ 
take concrete, machinery and media images fur the 
real world. This is she success of the system, ihc goal 
of our education, the triumph of Domestication over 
Wilderness. 

It is only such armoured beings, domesticated 
humans who hove internalised the Machine, that 
would engage in self-desiniclive/nalure-tkstrucEive 
activity, Herein lies die danger ol uti modes of ideo¬ 
logical (pseudo) awareness and activity (of which 
Bioccntrism is hut one of many, many}, By encour¬ 
aging us to follow that which is external to us. that 
which negates our own human wildness and desires, 
these Ways ol thinking and acting, hr ip huilif rmr 
enUNionai aruumr again,H natural "Phey entourage 
self-repression and domestication, Ideology causes 
us to further distrust our wild natural instincts lo be 
fhee. In 111 is way, we arc more able to destroy I be 
world while at the -same time we arc that much less 
able to transcend and break free ton this very mode 
of destructive behaviour. 

What as needed is a subjective, critical, iatentld- 
humuji'nature-centred type y I K sell-theory' that helps 
us pec) away the mystification surrounding; our rela¬ 
tion! to ourselves, our world und our daily activity, 
Wc need to see domestication and suppression of 
wilderness and freedom clearly and without i Hus inns 
before wc can begin the wild. Ithcralnry celebration 
of our nature, tlic ureai u>n ut planetary wilderness 
Aod ihc pitiless annihilation of everything which 
stands in tlx way. 
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Office Occupation A-Go-Go! 
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On January 4th t the first working day of 1999, 
the Managing Directors at Shell-Mex House In 
London returned from their Christmas vaca* 
lions to find their offices barricaded. The fact 
that It was Ggoni Day 1 was not marked on their 
corporate ca Lenders > Nor was there a refer* 
ence in their smart new year diaries to the 
massacre of the I jaw people in the occupied 
lands of Nigeria* 

Ollier activists. Slid! employee* and ihe media 
m;( rumbled for more information on (be office occu¬ 
pation. Win i 1 1 was being broadcast on u five website 
from inside the building. Meanwhile, in Nigeria the 
ljaw people were busy ensuring than Shell s image 
mu the only dung being damaged. Nigerian oil 

induction hux been cut hy u up 10 u third (Hunks m 
occupations nil oil refineries amt machinery sabo¬ 
tage;' The rt:suiting military crack-down had begun 
mliiinr through during the Christmas holidays, As an 
act of sol Idurity I he actim could not ho ve been bel¬ 
ter timed. The Ijaw people hod demanded. ihu wi Eli - 
drawal of Slidt f rom tluetr lands by January 11 Eh. 
1999,. The Hlvdl-sponsored Nigerian state response 
hud been to execute eight youths and L'ammit u series 
ot atrocities including rape, tenure and looting in the 
rip.i days of the new year (see ;inicle on page 260 of 
thin issue >. News of die occupation reached the Niger 
Delta Ma the office sod Environmental kiglils Actum 
in Puri Huttiurt. Perhaps it provided a few shreds of 
hupe for ihe extraordinary people—fjaw, Ogoni or 
pari of the grassroots ChJkoko resistance move¬ 
ment—who huve consistently put their fives and 
livetihiHMl.s on die line hy cal Li rig for a complete cud 
in mutti-nudonnl corporate oil production in their 
In lids. 

Back tn the UK the occupation provided, n taste of 
ihntjj- locome for Shell und other multi-national Cor- 
piiriHj«ri-h t in what is turning din so be un interesting 
year. Cries of "Our resistance is as transnational is 
capital’" arc already reverberating in multi-national 
hc-id cilices. While re h Ling various, hits of paper in 
« mu' ml the offices* activists found a document enti¬ 
tled "Global Scenarios'. This booklet predicted a rise 
In the globulin ill Id ei of protest which would he 
«J||liu-tilc to police and control Shell had already 
decided that its strategy would he to detach itself 
tii.ni i Its pLuhid corporate domination iriiupc and 
facib instead on its contribution to local communi- 
iies |'GloculisHtion\ in wuiky new business par- 
1«k] Europeim environmental activists go[ a spe¬ 
cial mention. Apparently Shell! and tuber multi- 



nat inmil iirg.aiiiisi.iui hi v are at a loss to explain our 
ability to become so angry at their behaviour. Their 
concern centred on our apparent ability to organise 
quickly and effectively via friendship Jinks and the 
internet. 

The occupation of the Shcll-Mc* offices in, centre) 
London was Looked upon as an outstanding success. 
While we would not wish to preach or claim that we 
have u monopoly on being organised, certain well 
known but too frequently ignored tactics used during 
[he organisation of this action certainly helped. In a 
nutshell, a healthy cocktail of elaborate planning, a 
few splashes of chaos and a whole heap or luck 
en ured that bosses of mu It I-national corporation h in 
London were reminded on tlie first working day of 
3 999 that their day* ore numbered. 

Good and bad things about the 
Shell Action: A personal view. 

We achieved nor aims. 

By the time die action happened, we were, ns one 
of the participants put it, "a group that knows exact¬ 
ly what it wants to achieve and why”. Some of us had 
become involved in the action simply in response to 
the question "We'ri going to hit an oil company on 
January 4. Wanna come7" The problem is that some¬ 
times. as activists, we don't get any further than this. 
We know who the enemy is— what more could wc 
need to know? On the Shell action we thought and 
thought about why we were doing it. Principles and 
objectives were thrashed out early on. Ac the time tlie 
process seemed pretentious but in retrospect it pulled 
m together, A br ie ti ng document w as prepared so 
that everyone was equipped with the same amount of 
knowledge. It goes without saying that it sense of 
passion and anger provided the motivation to act, 
Whal made (he Shell action a success waifi (hat this 
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was combined with pragmatic ebnsidcra- 
tions of where In hit, how and why. 

The aims of the action: 

* To show teal solidarity with people in the Niger 
Delta rebelling against Rig Oil and its private 
security force (the Nigerian army). tl ha* becom¬ 
ing increasingly easy for nuilti-national corpora¬ 
tions to iso! ate si niggles and icnisEanct. The 
strength of linking together undermines their abil¬ 
ity Eo do this. 

* Economic sabotage, in the form of d i sm pi ton of 
Shell's working day by direct action, An inipoftasil 
factor highlighted ul one id ihe phi on mg meetings 
wiih dun the Shell -Met offices was wJit^re images 
were manufactured. The office occupation and 
banner dmp imak: it harder for Shell to mum Lain 
their respectable Encode for a day. 

* To spread distent and lower the morale not only of 
Shell's workforce, but of other oil industry compa¬ 
nies u 11 lI the corporate world in general. 

- To carry oul a symbolic occupation of ihe seal of 
power within Shell-Me* House. 

In this glorious Mtf<orpocadon year ihe message 
was clear and simple, Shell also provided an ideal 
Target, Tbfl often we get side-tracked on single 
issues. Oil compacts, with their hideous environ¬ 
mental and social record, combine a series of si nig¬ 
gles iuh nnly in the developing world but in I he UK 
too. 



lips: 

* People always judge you by your shoes—shine 
them up. 

* Iron clothes, however smart they are—if they re 
created you'll give the game away.. 

* fake earrings olii pf noses and doti’l go overboard 
on jewellery. 

- Pay special attention to how you wan! your char¬ 
acter to look. 


If was well phmiH'd. 

Meetings were held well in advance to ensure that 
tlie jobs that needed to he done were puree fled mil. 
Tasks were taken on and separate working groups 
sorted out the internet site, ihe banner, the test of 
the leaflet to employees, EInch job wus valued, crit¬ 
icism. was kept to u mini mum and praise was dished 
out regularly. People split up into discussion groups 
to make decisions and afCindy groups were sorted 
nut. 

I r tigiM ar.s of how to get into the build mg, where the 
Managing Directors offices were, how to get there, 
how to barricade, what In wear, and how to negotiate 
were discussed well in advance. Tew many office 
occupations simply fail because the main concern is 
how m gei into the building, Ortce we've made it 
mi rough. ihe door all hell breaks loose. This time we 
knew where we were going and how to gel there. As 
one group walked up the stair*. they hud a long and 
detailed conversation about someone's lister who 
was undergoing fertility trearenenl, The result was 
that we were calm and other office staff smiled as 
they overheard die conversation. 


We hud the Jo; of watching Shell's office** eel 
lulitlU tfe'ilshed 

Tp 

.r.rmi by us. but by the forces of evil themselves. 
Knowing how to barricade tui office certainly helps, 
I'lling cubinets, expensive desks, computers Lind 
chairs were piled high in front «f doors .nnJ inner 
walls. Shell employees and the police then decided 
Eo smash through ihe walls after failing in their exas- 
perming attempts to ” negotiate'' with us Elbe usual 
"Come out now, you K ve made your point''I), and they 
caused thousand 1 - of pounds worth of damage. The 
“situaUiom:4 F group occupying Malcolm Briodcd s 
office on the fourth floor arranged seals for a theatre- 
like view of the Tactical Support Group as they 
smashed their way in. Offers of tea and biscuits neat¬ 
ly arranged on the coffee table .somewhat under¬ 
mined the police's order* of "On the floorF Now! 
Everybody T" The police were mode to look Like fools 
and we hud a good laugh 1 

It w;is well-linied, 

Firstly because Of what Wpls happening in Nigeria. 
Activists' access to the Web while in the building 
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meant Eliiii we could gel huldoftnfortnaiion directly.. 
N'cW'> of the rctcrtl killings in Lhe Niger Delta was 
still coming through. which hud ihe effect of‘mating 
las ever angrier. Doubts and fears jboLJL what we were 
doing were instantly dispelled as we eonbmired to 
hear of ihe otrociiits being curried out by Ihe 
Nigerian Army. As one activist suited to a Shell big- 
w]g. ''Yliii have blood on your hands." Secondly 
hccauic January 1999 marked die handover from die 
outgoing head of Shell UK. Chris Fay, to the new 
nun m iJte top. Malcolm Brinded—lboth their office* 
were occupied on January 4th, letiing chcm fcrmw 
ihui whoever s in charge we re going to line watching 
I hem. AI$0, when Shell turned off I he phLHki'^ Lind 
electricity we were self-sufficient. Mobile phones 
meanl |hid WC could continue contact wish each other 
Lind the outside world. 

W? didn't r;o to jail. 

Wc ihough! wc would. But wc didn't* Instead, we 
got a few hours in a police cell, followed by release 
wilh no charges, presumably because Shell did not 
w ant the embarrassment of a court case. All this had 
ihe added bonus of the police being cheesed off with 
Shell for using ihcm ns (heir privaie security force. 
Pissed off Shell, pissed off the pigs, and wc re free. 
CooL 

The website. 

One of the eortueriis around this 'innovation' was 
that Ll might be a media gimmick. In ihc evern, chii 
concern was well-founded me Guardititt's piece on 
the action focused entirely tm the website, went on 
about other re vul lu ioniiry groups who use Ehc inter¬ 
net 1 my. how clever of us|, turned it inio an advert tor 
Undercurrent und didn't 
Seriously 

However, Elm! says more 
ahou e tna in si ream media 
than about the real reason 
why we went live on the 
interne! with a site which 
close I v resembled Shell's 

r 

own, Wc were biiEh using 
our own media and sub¬ 
verting theirs. By the end 
of the week a huge number 
of people had visited the 
die. including Shell in the 
UK k the Netherlands, the 
US and Australia; Texaco 
in the UK and US; oil com¬ 
pany Amerada Hess; the 
US military and US gov¬ 


ernment Lind some dodgy-looking Romanian finance 
house. The site received ll).2,M) Hits nn January 4lh 
alone. The next day Shell threatened to injnncl (he 
web site which appears alongside its own when the 
word ‘Shell' is searched for. 

T he banner. 

The banner which appeared mid-morning between 
!wo tamp posts on Waterloo Bridge as crowds were 
beginning CO gal her around ihe Shell -Me* offices 
wys excellent, ll read 'Shell: Filthy, Thieving 
Murderers—]('s Time To Go'. Our message, our 
thoughts, completety unadulterated by the media iir 
euv. Discussions that we had after Ehc action focused 
on Imw this had more power than any particle 
Imagine if there had been a scries of bilnncr drops 
a round London to coincide with ihe occupation! 

Tire kullt'l* 

A group of ri ve individuals wetu back Elic nest day 
lltil! Ic-ificicd employees. Shell employees were dying 
lo know what had happened amE why. Workers had to 
file through police lines. collecting flyers as Ehcy 
Went. After, suggestions were made about writing up 
a version of ihe action and distributing this to work¬ 
ers wilh an invicaEinn l-n leak furl her i nfrvnnjsl ion lo 
ufc. Such follow-ups limit the ability of companies to 
whitewash actions, and lower morale general k. 

The siffiiiiijh jjmnps worked. 

Of course „ it's easy to be all luvvie ami self-con- 
gratlllutofy wrier a good action, hut there are go**! 
reasons why (he group dynamics worked surprising¬ 
ly well: 

" Wc didn't agree on everything, hut through same 
fairly heavy and Icing dUcu^tor^ before the action 

we go! down to the plan¬ 
ning)^ we thrashed out 
wha! our aims were and 
w hi ttled I lie m down to 
some fairly hardcore 
objectives. 

■ There were diSirring lev¬ 
els of experience wiEhin 
[he group, hut everyone 
worked or respecting each 
oiher. There were disagree¬ 
ments but we hod Ehe Eools. 
to deal wilh these mu.l the 
ability to final Ey reach a 
consensus, Wc also didn't 
break the agreements that 
we'd made with each other 
about how we would coiv 
duel ihe negotiations, 


mention ihe Ijaw once. (actually, even before 
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■ The actual uftiniiy groups were very small (4, 4 
and 5h which both made m focused am) enabled 
Individuals to work very e lively wnh one another 
in equality. 

We were Experts* on Uk Niger Delhi situation. 

Thanks to she briefing document s! waa difficult For 
Shell to sidetrack us. When (he outgoing Managing 
Director Chris Fay wheeled out a Nigerian employee 
who assured us from behind (he barricades that he 
knew wc were doing this for him. activism promptly 
rephed and demflJlddlEodiscu&s die current situation 
in die Delta with the I jaw. ITk Nigerian employee 
disappeared as quickly as he had arrived. 

Things that were not so good. 

We wiiiHifd in be in Him* For Z4 hmirs. 

Ihifununucdy the combined Force of 30 Tactical 
Support Unit hods in riot gear Smashing through the 
walls and tsar lack of ingenuity (D-Lockmg ourselves 
to a wheelie chair m one instance) mean! (hat we were 
dragged tan once ihe office had been dismantled, 

I “111 lining an ad i cm over the winner holidays. 

The resulti(|g disruption (no-one wu where ilicy 
usually werej on top of a few hangovers and trans¬ 
port nightmare*. caused plenty of preparation stress 
which should bust been unnecessary, Noe least of 
these was a lew of us arriving realty laic to the plan¬ 
ning meeting the day before the action. But (hen per¬ 
haps it"s a cop-out to blame it alt on Oirisimas— 
maybe the truth K that deep inside every sorted 
activist there s h lundioul dying io escape. 

JIJanrii right! (Sec ya...)’—Ed»] 

I.Liek (pFu collective decision a (toot clin- presence of 
the 'alter mi live" medio. 

Those who invited Undercurrents assumed dial it 
would be okay with everyone else, while (Iionc who 
would have preferred them not In he involved hod 
noC articulated the good reasons why not. Thin wus 
then compounded by the issue being discussed the 
night before the action with the Undercurrent* \xrr- 
sort already part of the group, Kuula hand to start a 
big political discussion at that pKsanc. 
l itiul luck of security alter the union huppmnL 
Most activists appear to have rather large egos! 
Enough said! 

Liaisfui with Nigerian groups in I^mdon 

...prior to the action was u bit farcical. But then ic\ 
not realistic io expect an action-level relationship 
alter two rushed phone calls in a group or person mu 
fa mi I LOT with ibe direct action eihsc, Fortunately* 
Mich relationships are beginning in be Fostered since 
die occupation took place.. 


Post-at lion ifimz Rcalltrcujtfiig the press rifle. 

Given the emphasis above on 'direct communica¬ 
tion it it light he thought that the action did not both¬ 
er with conventional press.. Wrong ■ - we had a "press 
officer', put otii a press release, anil also had the par¬ 
ticipation of un Undercurrents activist.. One partici¬ 
pant: lost all their hardcore credibility Instantly when, 
upon learning of the arrival of TV crews oussade. 
they danced across the room saying "The camera! 
are here! The cameras are here!” 1 

Some interesting suggestions were made after the 
action a bo ue an alternative role for a press worker or 
Publicity and Communications Parson as they could 
now be known, such u.i; 

* Ringing around BP1 and Other similar groups (d lei 
them know about the act inti and asking for sup¬ 
port—support possibly faking the form of a phone 
or fax blockade, bogus press calls, leaflet I ng :inJ 
shutting down local Shell garages. 

* Facing other oil Companies io let them know 
whafs happening and Informing them that I hey are 
equally u target 

* Contacting groups in other countries struggling 
against the same Company. 

* Directly contacting the group you"re trying to sup¬ 
port iri your solidarity addons 

There was a feeling amongst individuals that far too 
much rime was spent discussing the conventional 
press. It is well to remember (but the deep funda¬ 
mental change we warn will never he achieved by 
relying on the media industry, which alter .ill is m 
much pan of global capitalism as Shell. 

Conrlushm, 

Clearly a unc-oll oilier- t vendition in solidarity 
with indigenous groups in ihc Niger Delia i\ mat 
going to change the world nor indeed bring a com¬ 
pany like Shell to its knees. 

However lls a symbolic act of solidarity it made its 
point, mode the participants I eel positive and with 
any tuck gave some hope io those fighting in the 
Niger Delta. In the game of cricket that has devel¬ 
oped with the state [our tactics are well know n and 
the police know how to deal with them), the Shell 
action proved chat if we spend the time and energy in 
fircparaihm Lind organisation then office occupations 
and other midi actions still have a role to play r As wc 
were occupying Shell-Mex House, news filtered 
through of the Reclaim The Streets occupation of 
London Underground's head offices in support of the 
striking tube workers, Lind of 60 people up trees and 
down tunnels in a Crystal Palace eviction altrt; 
Triple WhumrnyMlTM 
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Update: 21/4/99 Thr Shell CenlrtMIktr otfvr London 
headquarter*-—splashed ivLth red imJ green painl as Mark 
M<-hkIv-SUi nil iaunuul satdfy £l4m) launched Shell’s *ec- 
md annual r^pikfi, catted Pe^pl*. Planet Prctfit—Att Act rj/ 
Crmmitmt'Ht, This wii an lr'L taken in solidarity wnl> (lie 
people of live Niger l^Uti Mid Id make clw ilui despite ihc 
LjieenwAih, there is blood on Lheir hands and there cun never 
be a "green" or J dhical' M mdusiry. 

Hotes 

1 D^oni Day ban been ci'L'briild Klmf (993 10 nude ilH- L 
anniversary of ihu day (he Qpni people hunched (heir 
nlrugglc against Shell .mil fimd the oil company ■ n 1 iheif 
land*. 

2. Nigeria pnduop 2 million butvh n day oi oil ■ "up is u 
cMiind of ■ nnpiu wu hailed ul «ic poult IloI year by piracy 
and sabotage hy aclivtiu d am ind i ng a fairer >h.ire of ms- 
eiiws for the itgRinTa Lriipoveoslied inh-iInLiin-H " Phr 
Fimmcinf Ilmen OOflKi/99., 

Contacts 

(nnl jc< Lhc OcttipieH! 

E-mail: nomureshell^boCmdI.cum 
Web: www.kcmnleiwn urm^hcllf 

Dek> 

Box £, E3 Ettddulrph Si. Ldeeticr. LE2 IBH, UK. 

TelJ +44 [111 |I6 27(1 9*16 
li- fimiIL fcjrtX^Pgrt.Hpe.iMg 

MOSOP (Movement for the Survival oi the Ogoni People} 
3 Albion Phxrc + GaJerta Mil. London, W6QLT, UK 
Tel: *44 m ISI 563 *61.4 

l--oi.nl moHppt 1 ^iLHpc.nrg 

IliNsrtcih Afrirn 

do GnvirwinKJlUJ Rights Action. 13 A^uduma SikvL D- 
l.jne. PO Hu* lJ7(ttL Fori ELuvnurli Nigeria, 

Tel: *2V| K4 13*3*3 

E-mail; ollwalchti* mfoweh.iih-.nel 

tiikalcta Norik Aiiierlm 

,/n l , inp-L I L Hi Is.-1 ..Jin I, ISI ■ HiiL-ln U.iy ISeifccley CA 

94703. USA- 

"Tel: +1 310 70S 89&li 

E-mail: project..MPdergmemlHif' nufles.urg 

Project 1 ntlrrg nuund have ju^t produced life SMI^ 

Shocktd Rfjkg** report: Thli btmklcl features icMtEMlijf 

ftum vf v<r.il of (he Qggnl people-, whd have been forced 10 

lice Nigeria since 1996* inio ,i refugee camp irt neighbouring 

1 tenin Residing iHr:if florid, the plight ol these- carp-kite 

refugee*■\iL , 1lm% of Anglo- Dulch ■ * 1 1 multinational Shell 

and (he Nigerian mitlEnry ti rspri iiil fc «p p «a etaf and pul - 

pihkr, Order your copy now for ju*t S3 Inside the US or S7 

intcrnadwal 

Also available from Project Underground is Jxj 
ki nwtTifonnu r: Ken Stm>* Wl H'cJ, a 30 minute (keUTTltillU> 
detailing the struggle of (be OgOlH people against Shetl and 
che imliiary dictafiion4up r Aviilahlc for SIS pLu^ S3 pcmiage. 

1 Jih 1 ! j1«. Ii ruro[»i- 

db A SR ED Europe, pfl 91066, liWP AB, Ano-terd-im. The 
Netherlands. 

Tel: +31 20 668123* 

R-mails olIwarch t • .I ^ed.amr \m .l nl 


Make Your Own Millennium Bug! 

There's a fiol of job *yUi&facliorL in dc-actiVBOng sili- 
con-based file forms on on ulTke uccupiilion*, so we 
thoii^iE we'd offer you ihe benefit of years of «mr 
experience al croHhing CtKmpiltcrt- The three baS-Le 
techfii^ues ihojii follow apply to Windows. 95 or and 
probably lo Windows NT ioo, Start by upeaung die 
Windows Explorer and check how many drives there 
lire—»ff Ificrc are more than 4. (he conliJitEer ih pruba- 
hly jiiLiehed io ihn ollicc network. 
kthiniHilifiiT^: While this fruiy^cpuse the leaa dam¬ 
age of the (hree melhiHK £ if there b no network nimch- 
iiicial It may he your hchl option. To forrilul the disk, 
limply wleel "Start menu - shutdown - report compur- 
erin mod« L When yvHi gel (he C:\> Prtirnpt, 

type ‘fofinil q:M'u 

He pa rill inning: If you're going io rc^fonmit m hufd 
dtnkp you miglil m well reposition it too—chb makes 
it harder tu recover dam dun jusl re-fonnaElLrig tl. 
Slick a floppy dbk in when you geE tn the C:\> 
PltHilpt. and lypc a:\ foliuwed by "copy c:\win- 
ckmsVeommiiidNf(fisk r ^: + . If wo file is found, type 

'capydVk^disL*ii:' and ibmul iiS descobetl alHA'C, 
Reboot Hie with Ihc Huppy disk in I he machine and 
type Tdi^k". Dcleie all panitlon^, reboot again, type 
Tdtiik' aghUn and linaSly cieate 2 cir 3 new pairitidOtf 

Dcletiii}* fik^ on ilie hard di$k is preily Mnughifor- 
W r ar4. Highlight Ihosc you want IQ delete—select lots 
by holding the "Shift' or "control' key down ^ ymi 
click. Hold down ihc "Shift’ key before you press the 
"delete' key. mid don'l release il until lilt "confirm lllc 
dclerc' box appears. It is nSvo worth einplyin^ tlic 
recycle bin a tier deleting—click on the bin and choose 
"empty recycle bin' frEun Itie Tile' menu- Installing a 
11 1 - ■ k cleanup Nil ih Is cxclik onu/ --.lul/t 'IluiiE p 

htinli after dele ling *ilinu 1 d make u almcm mips^hihL- 
le> recover the duiii, is much iiuac cffcciivc than sim¬ 
ply loruultang (lie disk* and (he Utility is also Mii.ill 
enough In lit convcnictilly <inl.o a floppy disk. 

To ddcic (ites fmm m network dirivc fellow ihe samt 
procedure as nhvive, bul when you'VC dtTcsed yomc- 
thing, go to 'Start menu - Rurf mid ivpe 'command' . 
Change (o ihe dri ve that you have deleled from b_V IVP b 
mg the driinc toiler and a colon teg* then type 
’Odf* to]lowed by 'purge*/a\ On mosl networks dii.s 
should ensure rhai files are completely dckicd- 
iThis is eontlensed from a mote eMensive artidc m 
the April 1999 FFI Action Update (available from 
Action Update address—jiec edrtioc!* urt p. 344-*or 
al: w ww.cccHacltoELOi^/cfaii). See a Ho the Hmrktirism 
sociion on p. 322 of ihU issue J 

We Musi DewKtute the llsrd Drives Where 
(he VVeallhy Live! 
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Autonomous Spaces 

There’s a Storm Brewing in Every Teacup... 


T 


J 



AH across the country empty buildings are being squatted, tea is being brewed and friendly sub' 
version is being spread through Britain’s shopping streets. The appeal of a squat cafe to active 
groups is dear; an autonomous zone is created in the heart of the community, serving as a space 
from which individuals involved in direct action can organise and also as an attempt at 'activist^ 
involvement tn their local community. The concept Is simple-take a disused space somewhere 
with a fair number of passers-by and open it to the public, offering them tea and anarchy. 


Leeds 

In early IWH, tweeds EF! picked up on the idea of 
opening u squat cafe. They took over mi old pottery 
building owned by the College ot Technology Mid 
named it The Cifcokhrictge Street Cafe 1 Ceos it wo* 
on Cookbridge Sired, surprise. surprincJ, They were 
evicted after only two weeks* so they had a second 
go. only in bq themed out of ibcir chosen building by 
I hug*- wilh baseball bats. No tuck there? In -Spring 
1999, ll collective ol mostly new people occupied a 
fhurcbr A "naming contest* resulted in its christening 
us. 1 A-Spire". There was the cafe* a library, a bike 
repair area, and Workshops were held including rope 
climbing from ibe roof —the cop of the spire was 
only accessible by rope! A wide range of group* 
from Kosovan refugees to Greenpeace held meetings 
there* and A Spire also served as the gathering pome 
for a Cc ideal MfffS bike action, Parties were put on 
lhac raised money for the cy,ft. Coatbridge Street 
was run more like u cafe, wish orders I Liken for food 
and then brought to eJll- i li hies l A-Spire was ru n more 


like a soup kitchen. Both lived off donations froim the 
punters anil, according [0 a collective member, it A- 
Sjnrf this resulted in a loss of money, A Spire bud 
lots ol response,, chough, being more 'on the main 
drag’. Hid church is owned by che university, and 
after a few unsuccessful meeting* with university 
officials. A-Spire prepared Co resist eviction in ease 
they wouldn’t he able stay their intended four weeks. 
In i he end. the one month sc ay wm achieved without 
confrontation and the collective left che building, 
eshausced from che day-to-day running of a squat 
centre. They arc intending to squat again, but in 
future At a more sustainable level of activity, opening 
only a few* times a week. Oontaet Leeds F.F!, cAj 
CRC, Eb Sbolebroke Avenue, Leeds LS7 3HB. 
ww w.gcoe it ics.com/Ctfpi tolHD l/Parl kune nt/3344 

Citizen Smithy North London 

Eyeing up a beautiful old disused Victorian 
Magistrate s Court they knew was in disputed own¬ 
ership* u gmup Lit i iilUl't-. m.j united it ss~i eJi the irueillicui 
to usq the s|wice for more chan just living in. The 
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building's physiciilly separated private and public 


space seemed perfect for this, and they opened it os 
a cafe mi Sundays Every (bmps free at Citizen 
Smiih; nU like intern nr decoration and most of the 
food cones out of skips. Being in HoJfrJoP. "oot a 
very nice area, really' - , according lu u collective 
mu-jiiKt, ihe local response has been slow. 'It's just 
word of mouth and irusl built up over u peimd nf 
time, to matter how nice you ore, tbit cun bring you 
into the community/ 1 In the meantime they moved 
onio a new premises in Kcnsul Green, but are con¬ 
sidering buggering oil to the countryside io grow 
vegetables. Contact] Old CtinifiiuhUy Centre, 161 
College Rood, Kensul Cin:eai r London, NWIej, eiti- 
zcnsmilh @ Hotmail .ci im. 07^31 9BA5J4 

Realltea Cafe, Norwich 

Christmas 1998 saw an ex-b™kslinp opened uh a 
squat cafe in Norwich* A collective member 
recounts: * K A recently formed group with varying 
levels of experience in aetivistn fhoughs It would be 
a good idea io do a squal ecnlre a* a form of enu reach 
and as a group buildnle exercise, We hi id qiltlc a lot 
of meetings hdufth^nt], u> buttle i>ui issues (hut 
could arise and how we would deal with various 
things, This proved useful for dealing with all the 
hassle wc got on tifi ottr firsi opening day, when we 
got every petty bureaus rat from cops Eo environmen¬ 
ts health to the media turning up, summoned by an 
irritated neighbour. IP The cafe was run by rota. m 
nn.'-i vigual calcs arc. with two collective members 
always there, even al night (no one lived there full- 
time), Tea, juice and vegan cuke were avail able tor a 
donation, and allhmgh die cafe wasn't always 
packed-., ihe response was good. M We got 
people wc wouldn't normally hive gotien 
to s(>eak IO." The building was left after 
the agreed lime of two and a half weeks, 
and the group will possibly squat again, 
despite lhe hard work involved. Contact: 

Norlolfc EFL The GrtccilioujiC -12-46, 

Btrehel Street* Norwich* NK2 INK 

Anarchist Teapot, Brighton 

Squatting its first poxy I title empty shop 
in Autumn 1W6 and moving on through 
eight different buildings over the next 
two yemv the Teapot experienced a wide 
range of horrors and successes. The first 
squals served more as a space for I he 
countered Imre it! hang out, hut after a 
while, a greater appeal to the general 
public was consciously aimed lor, "Nicer, 


cleaner’ buildings were sought out uric! efforts weir 
made to keep the cafe that way. Class. War poster 
arid aiiarcliLsi literature didn't seem to be what intim¬ 
idated potential punters* more so the counceitrulcumL 
a_spects_ Smelly dogs, loud music, cider and tie-dye 
wall hangings were tbu.s purged, hut not the politics. 
The cafe and library were open every day and mtitf 
evenings saw a video showing, a discussion, a 
women-only night ora talk,, In the long break after 
the last s|jnt h the collective has moved on to other, 
less demanding projects whilst plaining the same 
name, Doing projuigundu stalls al lhe local Sunday 
market food stalU mi .i local shopping struct and sel 
ling up as a mobile kitchen, ""wc realised thui the 
Anarchist Teapot has actually changed a lot of 
Brighton peoples' jierccpiiorts of what anarchists are 
like/ - Contact: Bos B, 21 Little Preston Street, 
Brighton BN1 2BQ* www.cco-HCtion.nrg/Eeapul/ 

Worthing Anarchist Teapot 

In A lii LiiTin Worthing Friends of the Earth were 

inspired by she Brighton squat cafes to open one 
themselves in the quiet streets of Won hi ng. After the 
eviction of the first centre, another two followed— 
not including an attempt at cracking u budding and 
ending up being chased around town by an irate gtaxl 
iitiien. The cdkciive is made up of several people 
with families. Because the day-to-day running of a 
squat cafe demands more commitment mid lime, the 
collective huve gone on to do regular ica urn! Infos- 
lalK in town instead. Inking furniture and ten out¬ 
doors to entile ‘from rooms" in the scrt^r or squatting 
die bandstand in the town centre for a day. Contact: 
PO Box 4144. Worthing. West Sussex, BN 14 7NZ. 
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Circle A Cafe* Nottingham 

"The Rainhow Ccrure has been open for 15 years, It 
w:« originally (he HQ for CND stuff back in the 'HRs 
and nnw consists of a library, DTP room* office* and 
is home co Veggies catering campaign and generally 
Lt^ed and abused by Iocs ol other groups. We opened 
the Circle A t’jfe in the Rainbow Centre because is 
wasn't being used by the public. Ii was besoming 
really insular and wasn't attracting any new interest¬ 
ed people. We drought that (he cafe could act a* an 
easily approached gateway so the rest of the centre 
and would probably attract potentially interested 
pcolc in, while making some extra money to keep the 
centre open or channel; inn* the chosen campaign! of 
she volunteers who did shifts, Al(hough the ufe'v 
not an official sipiLii (we pay rench the whole build¬ 
ing's hven condemned^ so wc reckon chat entitles us 
to cool Mjuat status, Wc w-j rued is to have nn air of 
anarchy miher shim servitude, so we put up bag sign^ 
telling customers thai it's a voluntarily run, cafe and 
lo do (heir own wishing up if is looks busy. We 
formed a cafe collects ve which is basically a group of 
people who do cane shift a week. On u shift you serve 
food (mostly vegan junk food), cleats up and answer 
She telephone. We have meetings on.ee a month to 
slay each other off and moan. The con stunt problem 
i"S not having enough volunteers to keep it open every 
day, People tend to do shifts for a few months anil 
then gel fucked off with it and never come back. I 
don’t think any of us really sbink that ibe cafe is u 



particularly effective way of gluing mom people 
involved with activism. bus it is a good way in intro¬ 
duce people to (he concept of anarchy. Our cus¬ 
tomers range from activists, people with kids. Big 
Issue vendors and fanners, to bus* ness men. elderly 
people ami students. To sum the cafe up: It's an anar¬ 
chist pure Vegetarian greasy spoon cafe pushing crap 
music arid dodgy propaganda to the riffraff (hot walk 
(ha(High tile dour. We do it because We've gOI (he best 
eco-amtrchisE resource centre in the country to keep 
open, we’re addicted to free sea, we've got lousy 
lasie, and We re tots stubborn to slop. 1 Conluei: llie 
Rainbow Centre, IS2 Muiisiicld Road, Nottingham 
NCt I .111W 

OKasional Cafe* Manchester 

The first OKasional Cafe was initialed by 
Manchester EF! in January I99U. This ran fur .1. f 
monlh, Elicn (here wa^ a break, then another one was 
opened for a. month in July, which moved Mruighl on 
lo another one which was evicted in September 
1998. Eventually, they re-*q untied the original build¬ 
ing nest to ihc university. 

They squatted buildings “which had important points 
to he mode about their use" m one Collective mem¬ 
ber pin h. The squats were ini ended mainly 10 get 
political ideas across through socialising, as political 
groups in Manchester were quite inucctssibLc, They 
:j I so (ned to use the media to attract attention, 
appearing on BBC TV and m the papers, which some 
nay worked for them. Contact: Manchester EFE, 
Dept. 29, 255 Wilmslmv Road. Manchester M14 
5LW 

Ak one MtncheatiSf squatter said: “You learn so 
much in Mach a short lLine about so many ihiogs. 
from DIY through to networking. I slunk every lowii 
should have a squat centre. They build up u lol ol 
excitement, and ni’s a positive action Shut speaks fur 
itself, you'ffl doing something on your own terms.* 

Other Contacts 

including non-sq nulled autonomous social centres: 

AulDiiomnu.s Centre ml Edinburgh* 17 Went 
Montgomery Place. Edinburgh EH7 5HA.013I 557 
6242 

Kehele Com inn 11 it 1 Outre, 14 Roberl smi Road. 

East vide, Bristol BK5 6JY, kcbclcr^ maiteve ile.com, 
11117 939 9469 

121 Centre. 121 Radlon Road, tin* ton. Ondon 
SE24, 017 S 274 665S 

1 In LI Club, 21 21 Albican Street, Bradford BD1 
2L,Y. 01274 734160 
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No Rent, No Government 

Stories of Squatting , 


Ever since property established, vast numbers of people have ended up without a fair share 
and often, without a home. And ever since, vast numbers of people have discovered empty prop¬ 
erties, be it land, huts, houses or cashes, and decided to settle there, even ff obviously not invit¬ 
ed to, That's what squatting basically is using a disused space. Most visibly in this century, 
squatting has been the basis of social movements. Individuals and groups have turned squatting 
into a political statement, engaged collectively In struggles against landlords, councils and the 
state, and have consciously created autonomous zones and defended them. 



Imagine England alter the Second World War—total 
dcYtLhlj'lion, fund shEMIages and luts u1 Weary disitlu- 
doncd foot s^dieni reluming to tliis Aftar yean of 
bombings u lid blackouts. Many were try inp to mart 
(ami lies hui there mm a massive bousing shortogc. 
Seeing landlords keeping properties unoccupied, 
runny decided to squab often with the help ol 
'Vigilante ' sc If-hi" Ip groups on the south coast and in 
the huge elite*—the idea of dlreci action for home* 
began In spread. 

In 1946, when homelessness was al unprecedented 
heights in ihc UK. a family moved Into (he officers" 
mess of an unoccupied army camp near Scunthorpe.. 
The news gm round quickly m d other families 
joined, and more and more camps were taken over— 
m (be course of a few months, 45,000 people were 
thought to be Jiving at U000 sites. The camps were 
I urge and makeshift hat die spirit of I>1 Y look hold., 
The Ch rtMiUIr [2ll/K/4h) quoted a squatter as 

saying! "Only a few days passed before the chaos 
started to son itself out. Subcommittees were estate 
lisbed fur hculih, social activities, construction work 
and camp amenities. A wnununal klichen is operat¬ 
ing and (here is u clinic where the services of a local 
health visitor are available. Plans are now being con ¬ 
sidered fora co-op shop, Them is an almost palpable 
feeling of freedom, of having cmerged into 
wider life (hurt hud ever been thought possi¬ 
ble." 


Obviously, (he camps were harassed by local 
authorities, but there was often huge local support 
Hocking to defend the squats, and the government 
didn't really know- how to handle the situation. They 
dually opted to Leave the families, passing manage¬ 
ment over to (he local councils who would collect 
rent and rates. 

The squatting continued (hough, with high prolile 
mass takeovers or luxury Hats and empty hotels in 
London in protest against housing policies. 
Organised workers went on strike in support of the 
occupations. But this movement quickly lost its 
basis* through a vicious media campaign and the 
alienation and various fuck ups caused by 
Communist Parly involvement, so I he squatters 
retreated. 

Squatting remained popular in the UK—in 1975, 
for example. 200-300 houses were squatted in 
Bn$id T 150 in Brighton, 130 in Manchester and 100 
in I xiccstcr, (o name hut a few towns, A 1977 survey 
revealed ]„&5f) squats in London (according to 
Squatting: ihr Real Story, p.231), 

Amsterdam and Berlin seem to have been 
very CDol places to lie. too. In 1980, 
aul hori t ies csd mated 
that there w ere 


Squatted army huts at Stratford, 1946 
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6,000-7 h U00 squats in Amsterdam alone. Tlrefe wa s 
also u lime m Kwtpg, a puor Berlin district, when 
were squalled m u rate ttf one a day. 

You'd land squat bur?, woricshop&i women-only 
sqUiiEsi, co-op storey o city farm, DIY hcLillhcentrcs, 
creches and alternative school, infbeentres, 
primshups, pirate radio stations, cafes, advice drop- 
ins, cved a cinema I'm Berlin)—a functioning jnira- 
stmaure for the various ritlghbouriioods that devel¬ 
oped. This proved useful for summoning the crowds 
to defend the autonomous /ones. U word goi round 
dial a large squat was threatened with eviction, 
everyone would come, Tlic crowd unleashed its 
uncooifollnblc dynamic and you cun feel. reading the 
accounts, the exhilaration i?f being able h* light off 
scores of riot police or the victory of rc-aqtiiiliilg a 
building. Tin;ties were focused mound these targe 
numbers. Barricades were creeled In the streets 
(strategically placed or spontaneous), houses were 
fortified with everything from welded steel sheets 
.md barbed wire to anti-tear gas curtains, nm muni¬ 
tion wits stockpiled, and w^euk points in the police 
presence attacked K e.g, their vehicles, 

Christiania won cite name given to a 54-acre squat 
near the ecnire of Copenhagen. Denmark, lx used to 
be ll naval barracks until abandoned m 1 L >70 T and was 
soon taken over by squatters. The area includes large 
barrack blocks and halls, small huts* a beautiful lake, 
and trees and grass were plumed. A long term 
autonomous zone, it obviously faced internal disap 
pointments and difficulties. In his autebiofnijpbY / 
Couldn't Paint Coffin the anarchist Albert 

Meli/er dismissed it as “...a dropout s utopia. They 
made tod sold handicrafts, lived and worked com¬ 
munally and so long ns they stayed within bounds 
could smoke pol freely. Bag deal." (p.Mfi)* Bill the 
defence plan the squatters devised when facing evic- 



Cdnverted skips fuff of armed caps are low 
ered on to the roofs in Amsterdam, t$8Q, 



No. 144 Piccadilly is evicted after much "and 
dirty squatters* medio hype in London p 

lion an 1976 was even described by a former chief of 
the NATO Defence College iti Rome as sound, extra¬ 
ordinarily intelligent and strategically well-lhoughl 
shrvmgh It involved sirens und a sophisticated tele¬ 
phone network LLtanning peoplephysically blockad¬ 
ing Copenhagen L * bridges. mill racks and airport run¬ 
ways, bonfires in the streets, traffic ifimtpltoru piruie 
radio interference with local stations, and [axis being 
asked to converge on Christiania, Considering that a 
demonstration in support of ihe squatters hud drawn 
30,000 people. it certainly seemed feasible at leiLst art 
numbers, The government backed down before this 
wm tried, I hough, arid Allowed Chrisltuiia io remain. 

As to laciics in HoHund H I be lunik Cracking rhe 
Movement by Adilkno points out, iP The squatim dis¬ 
covered the three central principles sit ford Eicuiirei 
formulated by Marshal Vauhu ait the end of I he I 7ih 
century nod put them into practice Vaiubon proposed 
that defence should take place on a number of Ones 
placed behind the other; that the purticLdur character¬ 
istics of ihe place should be employed in entrench¬ 
ment and ihe eventuality ol sorties tconntermiacksji; 
and that an imbalance should be treated between 
enl ranee and exit—it must be tfiflicull lo gel tn and 
easy to get out" ip-49:) i lie strategies a( offensive 
resistance were tifiO earned into campaigns agninsi 
various u nwa nied ne L j: hbou rftood dc vdupmen ts. 
Building* were ^U 4 tid and often success fully 
defended on the mine of proposed rewls* hotels and 
offices which w inU l demolish low-cost housing. fn 
both Holland and Gcniuiny. act ions were carried out 
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constantly. often hi retaliation r e g. after most of the 
frequent raid?? on Berlin squats, some bank window 
OT tile council huiil^Jiwould he trashed. 

The squatters were organising themselves. for 
example in die SDK, the Armilerdam squatter* eoun- 
oil. or through the Berlin weekly newsletter 
Btstt&rPast which had a print-nut of 5,DQ0. 

Squatting WMifi juft about housing, it wns about 
making your life pun of a wider political struggle. 
Solidarity was strong within what could be vailed an 
anilcapfialist movement On die antxsimccment of 
the death of an ex-Red Army Faction member 
Sigmund Dcpua in 19WT the Berlin squat hint emp* 
tied Lnlo the streets. Tbi* ended With 8f>% of the win* 
dows on the two mile Long consumer shrme, the 
Kudurnm, being smashed. And during die British 
turner^ si rake in IW, the Amsterdam support com¬ 
mittee raised money and organised hoUdfiys for min¬ 
ers' children from Derby shire. “Some of them arc 
sailing, others are at the anarchist camp in 
Appdsehu, and others live at squats with Dutch fam¬ 
ilies for a week. 1 " I Black Flag* A utumn ] 9B4* p_5 > 
But then again, squalling wasn't confined iu anar¬ 
chists.-—a large tower block was squalled by a few 
hundred fascists in the early ,c Mh in Bet Lint 

Movements tend to reach a peak «nd then ehh. The 
reasons for tin* ore always varied and difficult to pin- 
point. The activities of the squatters obviously 
threatened the power of properly speculators, devd- 
upers Li ml Local councils. Repression! and brute force 
discouraged a few squatters, hut strengthened (he 
detaraufiatlon of others. Many squats were offered 
negotiations for legalisation hy the respective town 
col i lie its. Hi is managed to divide the movement i nU> 
those willing to negotiate and those who weren't, Is 
provoked discussions about radical ness and quashed 
i-unt action. An nun lysis in Squatiing in Wrxi Berlin 
points out that, to a certain orient, both points of 



Barricades deored after Dutch eviction, t98Q 

view have been verified hy events. Only the Legalised 
houses were able to hold on la their free space, but 
the confrontational movement was killed. The media 
did us best to influence the course of things—mis¬ 
representing and dividing the squatters into violent 
thugs usd peaceful young people. 

Especially in the Netherlands, what hud once been 
u broad-based $pontweoiR movement grew into an 
increasingly fragmented scene. People knew 8 cadi 
other well* hung out together, which is nice but as so 
often happens this turned into an inward-looking 
subculture--not welcoming its the inexperienced 
newcomer. Jargon and shared views or petty argu¬ 
ments developed which excluded outsiders, 

'ITiese are only a few examples. Tlie various squat- 
ring mn verticil! :> involved [ens of thousands ot'people 
over the years. They inspired self-organisation and 
diverse uses of space, the occupation of empty hous¬ 
es us protest against hauling shortages ear as resis¬ 
tance Eii unwanted urban developments, and the 
employment of different tactics to defend the sp.ice, 
from ban icudiug and sitting on roaf\ stocking tip on 
ammunition and MrecHighting, So drumming li]> Local 
support, Lt was the networking and solidarity 
between 1 1 1l squatter* ti well as their determination 
that made a|] this possible, 
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Practical Squatting 

In England and Wales, squatting ts not a crime. Basically, if you can get 
into a building without causing any obvious criminal damage and secure 
it, it's legally your home. You have the right to postal delivery,, services 
tike electricity and gas, rubbish collection and! privacy. It's up to the own¬ 
ers to obtain a possession order and only then can you be evicted. Even 
the infamous Criminal Justice Act of 1994 did not render squatting ille¬ 
gal, The only dif ference is that now fast track evictions are possible under 
specific circumstances-if there's someone unable to move In because 
you're there, an Interim Possession Order (IPO) is Issued. 



I'UJTJJjEJJ-lriViJJJ 


1) Finding a place and getting In: 

Have a stroll round ifrc tret ynu tl like to live in and 
lind cmply house (there are always loads). Make 
*ure it's empty! Avoid the obviously fcKtlly trashed 
places unless you like living without water or elec¬ 
tric My. Cheek out possible emnmces —is dun a 
wooden Jtwr ih-il would be easy to crowbar round 
the buck, or are ihere only huge rurk^ff ftredoors? 
Is that door only locked with a Yule ytm could slip? 
What about the Windows—could you slip ihii laiuh- 
cs with a blunt fiat knife? Bven if cJu j windows sire 
Hoarded tip. they usually don't bother w uh first floor 
windows ko they're double with a ladder. When 
yokTrt going out to crack a squat, go with a couple 
of mines, li doesn't have to be in the dark of night 
when neighbours are actually more easily alerted, 
Go only with ihe necessary equipment, well con¬ 
cealed, and Iry unE to Look too dodgy os the police 
could stop you. You could get done on suspicion ol 
going equipped tor breaking and entering, 

2) Securing: 

Once you"re in. u s best to change the Locks as won 
a** possible—chi set I he old ones out and replace 
with a new onc of similar size. The iinpurtum thing 
is to muke sure the owner can't just walk in and thus 
repossess (be huddling, .ho n few Mb could do the 
job al first. or even just latching the Yale tuck if 
there\ one. Ybn can pul up a Legal Warning based 
on Section 6 of the Criminal Law Acf 1977, which 
ean be helpful tor dealing with the police or owners. 

3) Dealing with the police/owners: 

The have im legal right to enter w >qu;it 

tiulcH-H they have a warrant. They can't really do 
much lo you unless they randomly decide you're 
very bad which is when they'll point out some spu¬ 
rious or possibly hi atom criminal damage nr what¬ 
ever and try to arrest you. However, this docsn'i 


happen often. Be lino but polite and explain 
through die leitcr box or window ihat you're squat¬ 
ting. hand I hem li legal warning and point out flue 
the owner must go through ihe legal proceedings to 
evict you. The (alter also applies lo dealing wjiib she 
owner 

4) Making It home: 

Move your stuff In, Don't leave Ihe building until- 
(ended especially if haven“i bad n peliec/owner visit 
ycl. Register ga.x and/or electricity (lnpAani if you 
don'l want iu he arrested on gmunds of 'stealing 
electricity 1 ), Turn on (he water Clean up. Try to gel 
the neighbours on your side by going round, being 
generally pleasant and explaining your situation, 

5) Legal proceedings: 

If die owner’s on the case s/he will tiki you to 
Court. irC. a Court Order will be delivered lo your 
door. Gel in (ouch with the ASS (sec "Further 
Advice') who can help you. decide if you have a 
ease in Court or if there'* no use going. If ibe Court 
gnms the owner a order, the bailiffs will 

put it on lheir waiting list. You wilt get a notice for 
when they re coming, of you can ring up the 
Sheri Si ! $ Office and lind oul. Unless you desire the 
con IfOii tat nm, move out and lind li run her squat All 
this should lake anything upwards of 3-4 weeks. 

Further Advice: 

These are just ihe busies—everything you need to 
know can he found in the indispensable Stfatfiier* 
Handbook, available for £t from the Advisory 
Service for Squatters I ASS) r The ASS have gEiined 
experience over l he last 2U years. ThL-y're ihe ones 
who'll decipher the legal terms on the Court papers 
for you and guide you through Court md squatting 
an general, 

ASS —2 St E^ul's Kimd h London N1 2QN, 
UtLi 0171-35*1814 


136 


Do or Die Voices from the ecological resistance Mo, 




















r 

Desire is Speaking 
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Utopian Rhizomes 

__ J 



The similarity of squatters' cultures in various Western European countries is remarksbte\ 1 
wrote in a report of a tour of my band In May 1995 through four or five different West European 
countries. The buildings, music, clothes, codes, and of courso, the Inevitable dogSr axe practi¬ 
cally the same everywhere. Can it be that the dominant West European mass culture produces 
its own subculture? isn't it time for something new? 1 This observation points to the existence of 
a West (and increasingly East) European network of people who do not necessarily know each 
other, but share ideals, practices and preferences that are different and opposed to the domi¬ 
nant culture. A network of bands, squats, zines, labels, mail orders, newsgroups, and people. 


The '70s. arc generally considered to be the I Lint 
Utopian period' 11 . After the failure cat the new-rcvo- 
Eulion of E9fift ii became clear that I he spectacle 
Lr.miiforms endi nf our desires into something it can 
cope with. The spoctimcout explosion of desires wav 
absorbed through student councils, democratic 
reforms. wage increases. employee participuiiuri und 
freedom of the press, tn the Netherlands. the Actions 
of the PniVflfi and Kafrouiers were overruled by 
Marxist student leaders and tlic politician* of the 
New Left. The desires became harmless, the utopian 
moment passed by. 

After die utopian period of Love and Peace, the 
’84)* with all il> ‘No Future 1 aEiiiude can E>l- consid¬ 
ered to be an aiopin. With their dart clothes and 
nihilistic attitude* punks were hoe exaetJy flower 
chi I ilmn 1*hey had no poetic vision of the t murc. 
Gol) the here and now existed, and the notion that 
you have to make the best owl of that* If the system 


sucks, creme something yourself, something differ¬ 
ent, something better or pi least something man fun. 

When mainstream punk died it few- years after ii 
appeared on singe, I he punk movement could start. 
Bands sprouted like weeds because according to the 
D1Y ethos of punk anyone cun plays you're a must- 
LkLri if you waul to, net because i {mxiucer of a 
record company or journalist says so. With the hands 
come the venues, labels, rehearsal rooms, mail 
mxler*. ihnes, An inspiring underground culture 
appeared, while the media hud lost iIiuli interest. 

The same can he said for I he squatters' movement. 
In Hod und. and also abroad, the punk and the squall 
Eers' movements of the 'tiOs were very tnuc3t inter¬ 
woven. Especially in the beginning, punk bands 
depended on squats for their gigs. If a huge house 
wlls occupied, I he tirsE thing you did Wus iipt'i] ll haf 
und try to create a gig space where (punk!) hands 
could play. Famous In Amsterdam were the Bmmit— 
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tine suit! in an article Ciiltccl 'Utopia': H 1 feel at borne 


a huge Wsuthousc, and the music studio—Joke* 
Kocienvcrhinirbedrijl. Not just Arosterdarri, but 
many other towns had their own squats with gig 
spaces as well. Some of these have l>een legalized, 
others still nisi as squats, or have disappeared, 
Nowaday* they doia'i only feature punk bands, 
because in die end, even squatters learned up dance to 
teehjio ami jungle. 

The squatters' movement did not only offer spate 
lor bunds bui lor u Jut of other things ns well, ll was 
supposed to huVfe died in I9K4, al ter the eviction of a 
huge vLpiiii fulled the WyervV I always considered 
this n-t3iion funny, because 1 arrived in Arnsteidant in 
IMK4 .Mill since then rlie main pan of my life has 
taken place in squats sir legalised squats, Most of my 
Encnds used to live m squalled houses, and we Ere 
quented squatted liars, discos, gig venues and restau¬ 
rants, Almost everything you needed or warned 
could be found in squatted buildings, from grocery 
shines hi saun&l- Some of these facilities were espe¬ 
cially directed at squatters, but a lot M ere also acces¬ 
sible to the geneml public. Back then it was no prob¬ 
lem al all to live in what might he called a squatted 
zone for almost 24 hours u day; you could even trav¬ 
el to squats in other European countries in your hot- 
idays* You only dropped in at the dole oflaee for this 
month’s cash, or sometimes you got yourself a job 
(LilihoLLgh ihi.s was rml done back then!. 

Some people just squntied out of necessity, and for 
some it fitted into u brooder ideology. But no mailer 
bow Eiiany squatters rimed with revolutionary 
ideas—for example, there were many support com¬ 
mittees for Elic guerrillas in Central America* and 
some people went to Nicaragua to support the 
Sandj nasi a revolution most of them dissociaied 
themselves I mm the 11 icorei teat discussions ut young 
anarchists and communists in ihc "60s and “70s. 
Most squatters didn’t want to change [lie world, but 
live their life here and now fhe way they chose to. If 
wc can speak of any ideology, it was the Ideology 
chut there was none. As a female squatter suid to a 
joumuliHt of the newspaper de Volkskranr: "Mot an 
abstract ideal, nor the adherence to an ideology, or 
even a better society, hm the improvement of a lousy 
personal situation. That is why I am involved.” 

Just as in the women’s move mem. the slogan B ihc 
personal is political' was sn vogue. Squatting and 
direct action become an attitude to life. Publics; starts 
in you dully life. wlierc power rotation* take bold, 
where you can start changing things and create room 
for different ways ol living, working and relating to 
each other. In the squatters' magazine Bluff 1 , some- 


in the squatters' movement because 1 can live und 
work there and be politically active, together with 
people Who generally have no illusions, without gel¬ 
ling stuck m m ‘no-tutufc' attitude. People who have 
no illusloM about the cM'llci. 1 stale regarding hous¬ 
ings work, culture, love and whatever else is for sale. 
No illusions about parliamentary politics. People 
wigs resist nonetheless, noE against the establish- 
mens, nor randomly, biu because they have their own 
ideas about how they warn to live amt who warn Eo 
light for a vpuce to realise that. In short: people who 
do not want the patterns and perspectives of cJieir 
lives being dominated by what v*>cieEy has to 'offer’, 
but by the ir own insights and desires* 

Then; are altogether less squats now ihan in iht 
4 SXh y due to hassle through new laws which have 
resulted in quicker and easier evktksns, A lot of 
squats only exist far a few months. The problem with 
this is that ii"s harder to create gig venues, cafes, 
shops and Other lac iliJi.cs. At the end of the "Rib and 
the beginning of this decade a lot of the projects and 
infrastructure of the squatters' movement disap¬ 
peared or chose some legalized form to continue 
ibeir activities. Some of the iniiiuti ves now make use 
of state-subsidised jobs, employing each other on 
workfare schemes. Squatters Lire idealistic, bul also 
pragmatic, or perhaps 'strategic' is a better word 
here. In Older to survive you have to use the various 
possibilities the system miintentirmutly offers you. 
But in Amsterdam it's stilt ^quaulay 1 (squats arc 
being opened| almost every Sunday, and many 
young people opt for the uncertain but exciting life in 
a squat. 

According lo social scientists and journalists', 
social movements arc considered important when 
they play a roll- :n die political arena, the media or 
both- The squELtlcrs" movement did so between 3 976 
and I9S4 P al least in Amsterdam, Squatters were 
targe in number and well organised into neighbour¬ 
hood groups; they had political impact and staged 
spectacular riots;, and because of dun, gained a lm of 
media attention. The squaltcrs movement disap¬ 
peared as m political factor and, os a mudia even! after 
1934+ hut the tnew or legalised) squills and networks 
survived, and they turned out to be fertile soil for 
til her imlialives and experimental ways of life. 6 

Out of the squatters" movement came a network of 
squats. com mu natty owned houses, food coups. 
LET-systtfin*. sound* ytternt h hand*, mailorder*, fes¬ 
tivals, direct-net ton groups, research groups, no^ 
paper 4 immigration j groups, publishers, maga/ines. 
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internet providers and newsgroups, jnfWhops. peo¬ 


ple's kftctenft. mobile kitchens etc. Wiihm this 
movemcnE. a few thousand people are on the move. 
A lot of people are disappointed that (here isn't u 
shared utopia anymore, no expectation of a better 
future. According to some of them, ihe shored Utopi¬ 
an vision Kmx always been *the core ol left politic*, 
and Efun has to slay 1 hat way/ 1 Well, if this is tmc r 
then perhaps the movement isn't left 1 anymore. But 
I be dischord with the existing order and the desire to 
create something different here and now still 
remains* The inured! utopia disappeared, hut the 
ulopian practices didn't. 

At (he moment* when ‘nec> liberalism 1 is ihe only 
ideology and die market economy has colonized 
c Verything—even our genes—these practices show 
us pt^sihiliiics for other ways of living, other 
economies* or even the end of economy. There is m 
tingling discussion about ihe necessity of creating .m 
alternative economy that m less dependent on the 
mainstream market and the stale. The Dutch VAK 
group* for example— * federation of homes, studies, 
work places, companies, a farm it ml I inunrial institu¬ 
tions—strive ft tnwunb an alternative infrastructure 
based on anarchist ideas, such as local demr^raey 
and federation. By supplying financial means, skills, 
cspertcncts and other services, new projects can he 
supported and existing projects cun network. 
Arwthcr example of an alternative economic system 
is ihe flourishing LET-schemes, local exchange sys¬ 
tems wilhuul money, based ml trading skills 


Desire, however, doesn't know exchange, but only 
theft and gift. The: market economy expands by 
appropriating things which were freely available 
before, li in only after claiming exclusive ownership 
thal things can be bought and sold. In this context, 
de-ccuimnii/.iiig is the breaking down of exclusive 
ownership: the reclaiming of public and private 
spaces, goods and provisions. The struggle against 
the oconOmiz-LUion of our daily lives is not merely a 
struggle against the market, hut against economy 
itself, again*! the notion of scaretiy. Most of the 
movement s practices are based on this notion of 
abundance 

According to the squad mg umvcnieni, Eherc are 
enough places to live m; you only need to occupy 
them. Punk and DJV culture show tbnl anyone am 
make music, records, organise gigs, make zJncs. just 
do it. I ate primitives, traveller* are Uk hunters and 
gatherers of contemporary wild nature; the lecbno- 
togjcnl nwgacity, which otters more than enough 
waste to live on. ITic refugee aid movement or po- 
paper groups (supporting illegal immigrants) show 
thai hospiiatity "costs’ nothing, but is a way to meet 
new friends, come into contact with ocher cultures 
and enhance your experience, tjueers show Hint there 
is more than heten^cxuuLiTy nr homosexuality, more 
than mar anti woman. A collective like Rampcnplan. 
which consists of a mobile kitchen, a publisher and a 
direct . tel ton video group, shows that it is possible to 
Cimk organic meals based- on Ihe principle of a "fair" 
price and in doing m generate money for other pro¬ 
jects, without ex pc cl mg 
anything in return. Even 
the LET schemes, which 
usd the principle of 
exchange, are based on 
thd notion shut everybody 
has some skills in offer 
somebody else, on abun¬ 
dance instead of scarcity. 
But most important is that 
thu movement shows that 
you can have fun doing 
what you do, That you 
can play instead of work. 

tin what kind of com¬ 
munity is the Dutch 
movement? It is clear that 
people participate togeth¬ 
er in direci actions and 
demonstrations, read the 
same magazines, go to the 
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same bars. and festivals and same of then! live 
logclbcr in squat* or conmiimEdly owned huu^s. 
They certainly meet. But they also meet people out- 
side'; Mu.^ilLurid sl hinds or univcniilie^ or have a 
job. Hardly anyone is a full-time squaiier anymore. 
You cun live in u squat and study and work and play 
in a band and make love wiih men and women -« k 
Although there arc always people who try to for¬ 
mulate criteria u to who ?s 'inside' and who jh not, 
[he “movemmLE" oj (he ‘90s is relatively open, arid 
because of i hat also lock'* the sometimes suffocating 
pressure towards uniformity, which wu* chamcCcris- 
lic of the social movement of ihc “ 70 s and “HO®, like 


ground* voluntarily so or because she si me or politi¬ 
cal organism ions inula or left) force il to be. But IE 
will always lind a way to break out. li wfU always 

1 ind a hole 10 break through and How free, a hole in 
she spectacle, temponrity or permarteni. 
submitted by * Ravage 4 , M-weekly imma/inc. Van 
OsisiikstniBt 233u + 11173 I N Amsterdam, 11 nil ami 

Footnotes 

| S ■%k i.in PiilJL-rvaurl, 'Anti-uEupistrn laakeu /ich cl 

j^rinakbclijk uhiinf in de Wkikrml\ June IWK 

2 See Virginia Mamadmi!}. MV stad in eigen tumd\ 
Amvk'rdiim IW2. 

3 S March, 1980 


the women’s and guy movements* and also the sqlBU 
cers 1 movement. 

Whul we sec here is not a community, nor Solidar¬ 
ity groups., bul configurations of desire: networks of 
friendship and expression which Linde run me ihe pre¬ 
vailing relations of production * society, politics, fam¬ 
ily, the body, sex and even she comm, Lacking a 
single clear goal or programme, wc see a multitude 
of struggles. There i* no utopian tree from which 
readymade ideas about another world am he picked* 
but endless rhizomes on which at unexpected 
moment* (lowers appear. 

The concept of rhizomes, modelled on the strange 
root systems of certain plants, was introduced by the 
French philosophers G tiles Deteuzc and Felix 
GnattiLTi. They're opposed to the tree, which stands 
for the dominant Wesicro reality and all of Western 
thought, from botany to biology and anatomy, and 
a 1 st] gnosticism, theology, ontology, philosophy. The 
iree exists in a hierarchical order of a cciilral crunk 
with larger and smaller branches. The trunk forms 
the conned Ion between all parts, thus in a way lim¬ 
iting connections, A rhizome, on the contrary, can he 
connected with any OthCf a! any point. A tree can be 
cut down, whereas rhizomes arc much less suhjeel to 
destruction. Rhi/omuh call grow again along another 
line if broken at some point. Rhizomes arc abundant; 
if weeded out in one place, they will definitely show- 
up somewhere else. Rhizomes are endless, as are 
desire and the imagination. 

So utopianism didn't disappear after the " 7 (fe„ it's 
eve ry where-—someli roe s hidden, sonitt i me s 
exposed, ti can’t he exterminated, because it's like u 
weed. lt + s ihe voice of desire and the imagination in 
a world dominated by materia] interest® and reason. 
Like weeds, desire can be ‘cultivated’ for a shorter eu 
longer period, it can be Incited up within political 
■.Hu.msnations or hiEigLe issue un nips, hui n ean never 
he weeded oul. In some periods ic“H nwme under¬ 


4 Nu. 7V, 2ti September, N983 

5 Ncinu k'dilnr 'v continent | 

n ! prefer lua Ui iim: die woilI 'lifestyle", iLs me\m 

m*: Ifens been dHcurtld, hrala by miirkctecrs .md iJif 
American social Murray Brwfctflin. See his 

eshay "Social anarchism or lilfMyk anarchism, an 
unhriLtgL’flbfe AK Prc*s 1995. 

7 R-itnald van tifciitcrcii rr at In "Met Gclljk., .uilrwdigirvg 
lot eendebat’. Pupirrcn Tijgcr l £ /> 
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War is the Health of the State 


An Open Letter to the UK 


Action Movement 



From members of the Brighton and Hove Stop the War Committee 

On March 24th, 1999 Britain went to war It was a war fn which Britain and its MATO allies bombed 
Serbia Into submission. Warplanes, many of which took off from bases in Britain, systematically 
destroyed Serbia's infrastructure killing hundreds of civilians in the process and doing untold 
damage to the environment in the Balkans. Chemical factories, prisons, hospitals, housing 
estates and bridges were alt bombed. 


Ei wait 4i war iNut precipitated ihe very htimaniiariun 
disaster ihui it wus ostensibly tksigned in prtfvci>l: 
muss ethnic eteim sing. Whal wm n low intanifty wsir 
before i he bombing begun, in which dozaii were 
he ini’ kilted every inoflih. wos tmiwfonned into one 
in which hundreds of thoUifehd» were driven from 
their homes ami thwiundi were executed. 

Yec whal did the direct action movement do m 
oppose this war? Absolutely nothing. 'Dais ubjfsifial 
failure to mount any kind of oppofkkm to the war 
exposes important weaknesses we simply cannot 
ignore. 

The Hypocrisy of Humamtanamsm 

Firsc let us be clear and say dtttl lhe war was nol 
soii^hi for humurf ttripn reasons. Before die bombing 
commenced, (here was rkj exodus of refugees 
Yet the moment the NATO campaign began, 
Milosevic unleashed his miliiury forces to [lie full. 

The media were surprised by this brutal reaction. 
Yet in Washington* a IX" fence Department 


spokesman seemed unmoved “Tn [lie Pen Lublin m 
this. building,. wc were not surprised by what 

Milosevic Iili-! dtPlie. I Elmik [litre is historical 

siu here rf anyone is ^irpriud by ihc campaign (of 
el lime cl canning f\ And Clare Short, Old Labour 
Eurned warmonger, said tin TV that if the West had 
been ^cn to prepare (or the prediclcd influx of 
refugees* people might have assumed ttais to be 4J the 
inevitable effect of NATO's bombing action." In 
other words, sere 1 * looking after me refugees that the 
government knew would be created, just keep 
domestic public opinion pacified. 

It's only one a^pecl of the hypocrisy lhat was used 
to justify the war. Readers of Ellis magazine wdl be 
aware of the genocide that took place in Rwanda in 
1994—cine million dead and ihe West did nothing. 
Or the savagery with which the Turkish stale militar¬ 
ily deals with the Kurds tTurkey is n member of 
NATO, so b cm fcirgcl uhouc than. Or I he lam iha[ 
Israel consistently violaies UN Security Council res- 
olitfkms, bomb* the Lebanon when it feels like it. 
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and violently oppresses the Pifratinian^ who were 
kicked off their kind in much the sanie way the 
Konvars were. But then Israel h America's major 
ally in the oil-rich Middle EasL 

What Was the War About? And Why 
Was it so Important? 

There i* no doubt that the war was an extremely 
complex: issue, one that many people had a hard time 
Understanding. In fret, moM people in I he direct 
action scene did not even seem to think it was worth 
the effort ai nil. Mam thun a Sew went ou,i of iheii 


Sowing a Harvest of Death 

Adem Muncaj, an ethnic Albanian boy from 
Kcjmovj, recently found a bright orange container 
thal looked like a soft drink can and brought it 
home to ins family. Unfortunately it wrh a Britisti- 
madc RB 1,-755 clutfer bomb dropped by NATO 
warplanes mi his village of Vdikn Jabalanlca, 
Adem. his brother and mother* his unde and aunt 
and their three daughters were nil killed when the 
snft drink' can exploded. If hr* mother nr aunt 
were within a metre car two pf the bomb w hen it 
went ofT their internal organs such as the bruin* 
liver or lungs would have imploded due to the 
force of the blast, If his brother or uncle were* say, 
J5 or 20 metres away at the lime of the blast they 
would have had their limbs ripped npan und been 
hii in the stomach or head by bomb shrapnel, 

The cluster hombs used by MATO contain 347 
'sufopmjcei lies' or liny bombs. Bach of these on 
hfbeing a person will cause n wound 30 times larg¬ 
er thun lhe projectile itself Nmnc mI ih^se duller 
bombs hove hu villages, markets and hospitals 
iseuple travel Lang m buso and cm, Thousands of 
uncxplocled cluster bombs now lifter Kosova, wail¬ 
ing to be discovered. picked up or stumbled upon. 
Sortie of Hie thumbs, even have ?i timer so they cun 
go off several hours or days after they hii the 
ground; set lo kit) and muim long after the conflict 
is forgotten here in ihe West. 

According to the L’.S Defence Department “the 
best pilots in the world" have flown some LK;tkX) 
missions over Yugoslavia and dropped some 9,000 
cluster bombs as well us bunker bombs, depleted- 
uranium bombs, graphite bombs, laser-guided 
bombs and Halcllilc-guided bombs u|>on the people 
of Yugoslavia. 

Source; Third W&rU RrMurgtncr* No. 106 Uww 
1 WM>. pp. 3741 


way to avoid the problem, knowing it could cause a 
politically divisive ugumenL Here was a situation 
where Ihe British stale Wfii raining bombs on Serb 
civilians, many of whom had in ihe past taken m ihe 
streets and struck tvo:i k to oppose Milosevic's nation¬ 
alism. while in Brito in people who normally claimed 
lo be 4 poll i left l' ! walked around as if nothing was hap¬ 
pening. 

It was partly from an understandable feeling of 
powerless ncsx. The anti-war movement, which we 
shall Iwk at below, was small. It looked us if there 
was never any realistic chance ol militant direct 
action stopping the war. But n was lifto from a lack 
df understanding ot the war imd its ram die ril ions, and 
a refusal lo confront difhcull issues. 

So whut was ihe war about, If not humanitarian 
ism? And why wui it so Important to oppose it? 

1e was nctf a war for resources. With Hie Gulf War 
m IW i it was obvious (hot llie US, Elrituin cl al were 
going to war because of oil. In Kosova* ibis wa* not 
the ease. Kosovo has historically been by for the 
purest part <H the former Yugoslavia, Some who 
opposed the war argued thill Kosova has huge timber 
and mineral resources, hue these are hardly the sort of 
rlungs thai send American bombers into the air, 
Other- brought in the issue of oil under the Caspian 
Sea and a possible pipeline through a westem-con- 
cn 1 1 led Kovnva Bui Kosova is nowhere near the 
Caspian Sea imd surely has absolutely no strategic 
importance when it comes lo ejlniccmg this oil. In 
fact it was [bis lack of resources limit strengthened the 
hand of the stale in arguing dial they wore interven¬ 
ing purely on moral grounds. 

The war m Kosova was: a war for influence— the 
continuing, renewed influence ol ihe US in Europe 
I his is the cm of I he matter, Bvcr since World Wif 
II. one uf the central pj Liars of US foreign policy has 
been to lock as much of as po^ihlc into the 

American world of 'free' capital, and the fait of 
Eastern bloc state capitalism has not changed this. 

NATO's original function was ostensibly ihm of a 
defenrive miliEasy alEiJin^ protecting Western Europe 
from Soviet aggression guaranteeing as a result thai 
the region remained n stable. capital-accumulating 
zone, Bui ii llIski ensured thai within I he NATO coun¬ 
tries mter-imperialist rivalries were subsumed lo ihe 
common task—a function it Mill performs. 

Since the fall of clue USSR and the Warsaw Pace 
NATO has appeared redundant to many* Yei it Is 
expanding: Poland* Hungary and ihe Octh Republic 
arc all recenl members. Why is rhi^'l Post (’old War. 
economic rivalries bciMVttn America and Europe are 
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COminj; out. The recent trade warn met bsm&na.^ Hot- 
mone-Ercsucd beef, and the imposition cii' pneikdfy 
modified food ini ull evidence of ri vulry between 
two powerful economic blocks, And the rivalries are 
not just economic. Germany, now re-unified and re- 
mi iicarihed is becoming .a powerful pofiLic;il competi¬ 
tor to US interests m Europe. With their economic 
influence heme challenged, it is important to the US 
that they remain militarily dominant. 

However, il is 
difficult to justify mi 
expanding military 
alliance when there 
lire no obvious ene¬ 
mies* Kosovo gave 
NATO and America 
rhe e hiii lie Eta both jus¬ 
tify itself and to prove 
that it could act inde¬ 
pendently without 
in terfere rtcc. part i cu ■ 
lily from Russia. 

There is no doubt 
that NATO wanted 
war., At the 
R a m twin 11 let negntia- 
tions which immedi¬ 
ately preceded the 
bomb mg, Yugtis I el v i ei 

was presented WLEh a 

treaty lhal was a delib¬ 
erate provocation, 

NATO demanded free 
accent to [lie whole of 
Yugoslav territory fie 
Serbia as welt as Kosova and Montenegro}. This 
would mean ;m end to Yugoslavia's sovereignly el 
demand that op politician* of Whatever naikm-statc. 
con Ed aceepi. And now r with the "successful' cone Eli¬ 
sion of the war (i.c: no US soldiers killed, the appur- 
enl capitulation of Milosevic), NATO has won itself 
a new autonomy to ad anywhere, unilaterally, wher¬ 
ever the US deems its interests are threatened. 

El is a dangerous precedent that guarantees future 
con El icts. And it is a precedent that Ehc direct netkm 
movGfturni completely failed to grasp. 

The Anti-War Movement 

There can he no doubt that the uni i-war rnovemeni in 
Britain was hardly inspiring. (In other parts of 
Europe*—Germany. Greece. Iiuty—it was different). 
The initial signs were good. A ten thousand strong 


demonstration in London the day after the bombing 
started, demo* m Oxford Lind Birmingham, wcli- 
attended public meetings called by the anti-war 
groups lhat bad fortecd in rnohl cities, However, ihis 
start wts never built on. With the liberal mcdiEfs 
onslaught in favour of the war;, with politicians 
aggressively Accusing anyone who opposed the war 
of being uppeusef-s. coiuplicli with the "Nsi?.r 
Milosevic; with images of refugee^ beamed into our 

homes nightly, it was 
extremely difficult to 
take an anli-wAr pasU 
liCil, 

The problem wu not 
so much convincing 
people chat the bomb¬ 
ing was wrong flew 
people t>H Che streets 
were prepared to pul 
up much of an argu¬ 
ment for the war}, 
rather it was dial peo¬ 
ple Could nu[ see the 
possibility of any real 
opposition io the wu.r 
developing—an oppo¬ 
sition that the direct 
action movement 
could have played Lin 
indispensable role in 
■developing. 

What made mailers 
worse was ihi! there 
wels very little opposi¬ 
tion from the tradition* 
al liberal-left Einli-wir movement. It' you visited the 
Pesiee and Environment Centre in Brighton. for 
Instance, you Would have been hard pushed to find 
out a war was going on at all. They were more con¬ 
cerned about sc fling tickets for Glastonbury. 

This left a fairly sorry crowd to form the ami-war 
groups, En Brighton the group WAS matte up of a few 
dte-hard pacifists, the SWPand various unaligned (and 
eon fused) individuals, Hardly a welcoming Commit¬ 
ted 1 Yet [he group, at IcEtsi at the start, did talk About 
direct action. Occupying roads or blockading die 
Territorial Army harmclcs were discussed- There was 
also I Ik possibility of getting people to RAF Fairford 
where die B 52 bombers were departure frojn, Bui 
W id) no oilier ULlivihls turning Lip Eo meetings, :md 
mtiit people in the group over forty, with little or no 
experience of direct action, it never happened. 


ALL NATIONS 



HALLUC IN ATIONS 

ARE YOU READY TO DIE 
FOR TIE FUTURE OF AM ILLUSION? 

If *■* atv< tjctlnt? to I ns rule: on mm Lnt-nlnlirwj ft Vu 

cupi B>hiiy, tfovtn v* hav# fc* brwd children Uh® yill 414 
fur it* Au quit wlnLniflci- 


Do or Die violets frwi the tcrtogleol remits™:* No, 9 


143 















The Direct Action Response to the 

Bombing 


The direct action movement is wcl! aw«A of Ms 
strengths, and these should not be mtdcrcsii mated, A 
com mil men! lo direct action cuts through mil the end¬ 
less debases we tfnd in the traditional left It avoids 
many of the compromises campaigns make 10 ' yes 
people on our side’, in favour of convincing people 
by cample—propaganda by deed- The movement 
has a strength in diversity which enables it to take up 
a range of issuer and scl ils uwn agenda, And il lias 
the imagination lo develop new* tactics shat cun make 
effective use of limited numbers. AIL these MiengLln 
have hoen evident in the ititice&tftil omi-mad* strug - 
gk- and she recent actions against she biotechnology 
Industry. 

The problem dial il is, to li large e\lenc. bared Oil 
a personal commitment stemming from a "moral lib¬ 
eral ism." Whas do wc mean by Shis? The direct action 
scene is sustained mainly by site dole. This provides 
a ‘neutral 1 baseline, which wc do not have so relate 
to in clie way that we would have Bo relate tu work 
(i.e: col teedvdy) mild from Where people feel free to 
make a moral, personal choice about which cam- 
puign.s io get involved wish. Polities is no longer a 
necessity. nilhcr is is nil Option- In tvthcr words. and 
unlike Ehe first half nl the twentieth century; politic.s 
doev jllii choose lis we chouse politks h And w ith sl> 
many "issues' around. fragmentation automatically 
happens. 

Moral liberalism idem Uses something as "bad 1 — 
had for peuple, had for the eanh—and then tries in 
do something about is. The problem is thus these sim¬ 
plistic ten eis are completely unable to cope wiih 
complex issue* where ‘good 1 und "had 1 are less 
cleurcut. Because it is difficult, if not impossible, to 

compare llic im purl ante of issues simph .loral 

grounds (Ijc. how H bad" they are), every issue 
becomes as important as every other issue in the 
supermarket sbm is the direct action movement In 
Brighton, ft\ seen moss clearly at Relic 1 Alliance 
meetings, where she issues that are taken up depend 
only on personal tastes and fashions. Yel it was pre¬ 
cisely this mural liberalism [hat Tony Blair used So 
justify Ihe bombing, hits appeal that wc must "do 
something, anything" in exactly the view many direct 
nelton people Sake towards the world Ets el whole. 

As a res tils, she direct action movement is unable to 
develop a sense uf collective priority or historical 
importance. By historical importance wc mean an 
ability to recognise, noi only our place in the ongo¬ 


ing struggle ayamst capital ism (many three I acdoti 
types are very informed about s cur r hi story), but the 
presem siage, and most recent development of cup 
thilmn. Sometimes—such as time ot war—capital¬ 
ism sets she agenda for us.. And if we don't even 
understand Him agenda, she whole direct act™ 
movement can become outdated and irrelevant. 


June 18th—A Step Forward 

All hough June I bth was a global day of action, it H 
considered liere from a purely British |H-rspeaive 
From this point s>f view wc can see thul June I8lh 
CUM 0U1 of tile feeling many activists had llul 
Reclaim The Streets parties luuI got predictable- in 
fact. were going nowhere. U was a recognition that 
we need taemsumly imatfociD eIic way we prateg* 

There is no 'heart ol capitalism. 1 Il is a syckil neb^ 
lion and. as such, is not in be found solely m die fac¬ 
tory. the money markets (he high street or the air 
base. Bui capitalism docs develop and change and* 
since the end ol the I970 h p the expansion of finance 
capital which shifts endlessly around the globe, 
regardless of borders in the search for profit, hah. 
become an identifiable and definable phenomenon. 
And i L was this specs fie largeling Lif \i nance capital as 
an important (not the must important. or the least 
important, but an important) part of the system 1h.it 
was die mnsl exciting □.sped oE June Lbcli. 

As for the day itself, which is well docurtitTiLed 
elsewhere in ilus magayine. all wc can say is that ii 
moved beyond the symbol i sm of protest into un aesu- 
al challenge to that particular sector of capitalism. Il 
was certainly a step beyond the individual: campaigns 
mso l h l 1 idea of struggling, physically, together. As 
pmelica] criticism it whs excel lent I 

Our only criticism of June IXfh is El ml. again con¬ 
sidered ..a purely British pci^pectivc, ii seems to 

be contest Hew m terms of an ongoing campaign, itl 
Lain trusted With e.g. the unlM'uLl TliX struggle. 
Clearly ii has come out of the anti-oiads movemem 
via Keclaim The Streets parlies, hut where does M go 
now? Unless another June 3 8th is mgmbftdi which 
at ihe present iiinc di>es not seem likely, Li leads 
nowhere bui into pristumr support—a necessary but 
essentially defensive measure. And while we would 
say [here has hem a definite advance in grasping 
whaf capitalism is when a day of action is directed 
specifically against Ii nance capital, can We say ihal 
the nature of Ehe beasi has really been grasped by die 
direct acLion movement when u European war is 
Lomplccely ignored? In other words, while some 
parts of ihe scene seem to have latched onto finance 
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capita] as iiih explanation of capitalism they hove 
hilled grasp dit crucial point chut wnr is one of 
copstatiisin's most basic forms. 

However we cun t Ik- too hard on June I Wih. At the 
lime !be idea was cooked up v«y llttJc wph gmng on 
nationally and it was an attempt to get something 
fairly coherent going on, E-or reasons explained 
above, we do doe believe that. had June IKth not been 
such a Focus fcr the direct tyciion scene, activists 
would have moved cn masse into ihc unii-war CatfljX 
We would only point out ihm many activists working 
iKin-StOp for one day (however gcnKl It is) -urid who 
subsqucnlly become burned oul alter that one day is 
over, is perhaps run a healthy use of our time. 

A Human Reaction? 

Ei wouldn't he entirely true to slate shut everyone 
involved in direct action was paralysed with inaelion 
hy die war, Some wicked with iliocsc involved in 


Workers" Aid to Bosnia So send aid convoys in 
Kosova. The principle of International solidarity is 
one we advocate fully. During the Bosrxi-in conflict. 
Workers Aid had sent convoys to mi ill i-el h me 
places where the mhahiiunEsh were reiilsiing the 
nationalism lhoi was nearing other communities 
apart, and [Jus i* cxlnetncly important. 

In Kosova, though, it was different. Mulii~ethnic 
com muni lies did mu exist, and m any cose, Kosova, 
being o war ZOOC. Was impossible in get into. 

There are two points. The Hfsl is that those Collett- 
i,ng for the convoys* genuine enough as ijiey were, 
were Culling victim to die Mime moral, good v>, hud 
judgements that were used by ilw government lo 
defend the bombing. Instead of taking a titile lime m 
Hi ink about why the war hint happened and whac n 
meant, they had (he kneejerk reaction that the media 
enciniragcd—a human enough response in View of 
ilie untUnihced acridities the Serb mi I Idas were com- 


A Present For Your Children 
From The Caring NATO Forces 

During the iwt Gulf War over three hundred 
Lunnes of Depleted Uranium (DU) was used in 
Iraq, DU h produced when enriched uranium is 
separated from natural uranium. Two and half 
times heavier than lead it is used to Lip missiles umJ 
bulled lo give them extra weight to help them 
punch holes in armour plating. On Impact the DU 
metal oxidise* and releases radioactive heavy 
inetsJ punklcR Iplo die atmosphere. DU is now in 
the soil, air and water in Iraq,, and h believed to be 
it Decor behind ihc increased levels of cancer of the 
lung and liver and kidney failure: as well a* a huge 
tnc reuse in (incidences of cun genital deformity. 

In the maternity hospital in IUm.i hi clur South uf 
Irucj. two or ihrec children wiih eases of severe con¬ 
genital abnormality are bom every clay. Musi nf 
ihem die wiihin hours, some having been, born with 
no skull, face nr brain:—and many with severe 
internal organ defects. The doc tori keep a grisly 
photo archive. One young doctor* pregnant with 
her own child r was scanning herself daily for any 
sign of a problem, but for most the awful truth is 
found out Loo late... 

During the Gulf War, [he USA arid Biiluim tested 
cind used Ehcir DU weapons as a new technology, 
They have since sold it to many countries around 
Ihf world uml have used It in bombing Serbia—- 
now racing many of the same problems us ihc peo¬ 
ple thai live in Iraq, 



Uonljiet: Campaign Again si Depleted Uranium, 
C/p Greater Manchester urul District CND, 

One World Centre, 6 Mount Street, 

Manchester. M2 5N£ t UK 
Tel: 0161 RW B30T 
E-mail: gimkmd^gn.afK'.urg 
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milting Ncvfdhtlcs-s. wna a strange roonwm of 
activist and Prime Minister hysterically reinforcing 
each other. We irguei unpopularty jle the lime, tli-ul 
ilCliVisU wulllil he much better sending [I(uii lime 
building an anti-war movement that would have 
challenged the centre of the problem, It wlis also a 
great opportunity lo challenge New Labour's racist 
Asylum and 1 1 ii i nigral ion Bill, which bun ally C lumps 
down even further on those who, llecing persecution, 
end up in Britain, 

We were accused of being cold, but in the foec of 
the mil Lon al celebrity appeals that were organised on 
behalf of she Kotovars, appeal* that raised much 
mere money than the ill reel action scene ever could, 
was it re idly worth the effort? Couldn't that energy 
have been belter used elsewhere ? 

The second concern is where the Mirkcft' Aid 
convoys ended up. Then direct action people wins 
were wary ol the Socialist Workers Party fSW?} and 
lheir unli-war effort* should have checked first 
before they jumped inio bed with the Workers 
Revolutionary Party (WRP), who are the main 
grouping behind Worker'* 1 Aid. They [ire &. Trotskyist 
seel who supported the Kosova Liberal ton Army 
against l he Serb* and who notoriously refused to go 
on the anti-war demonstrations.. A* the convoys 
mainly ended up in Albania, the recruiting ground of 
the Kosova Liberation Army (KLA). it is oat impos¬ 
sible that some of the aid ended up in KLA hands. 





KLA reprisals, nncl vmic have been attacked and 
kilted, 1 

Support tor lhe KLA is noi only misguided, at ts 
irresponsible liiiJ dangerous. Nationalism never has. 
and never will have, anything in common with anar¬ 
chism, communism or radical ecology.. In reality, 
ncEording to London s Breakdown Notes. "national 
liberation consists liF the liberation of the guerrilla 
chairman and his national police from the chains of 
powertes^tess/ 1 And it consists of nothing else. 


Support for the KLA? 

[ Jke the WRP, sortie activists even went as fur as out¬ 
right support for the KLA. though, when pressed, it 
seemed lo be based on little more I huh romantic 
iunions of armed struggle, 

Hie KLA began its career with attacks on Serb 
refugees fleeing from Croatian ethnic cleansing in 
the Krujinu region. Lajter they targeted Serb civilians, 
as well as police— tlicy have, for example, thrown 
grenades into crowded Serb cafe*, More recently 
they have intercepted fleeing Kosovar refugee 
coinmns and prcKsgunged the men into joining tip- 
Smn. with different uniforms, they will be (he police 
force and prison warders of the NATO protectorate 
dial is Kosova. 

Any radical Factions were purged in autumn I99K 
when the KLA was comprehensively reorganised 
fallowing their summer defeat by die Serb military. 
Ultimately, wanting a Greater Albania, they are noth¬ 
ing more than another nightmare in the logic of eth¬ 
nic cleansing in the Balkans, Already the Kerb 
minority in Kosova have fled in advance of expected 


Strategy and Taettcs 

On an unecdouE level, the response id the BJiEfcwar 
movement reflected the uni bought out and muddled 
response lo ihe war Use If. Hut one or two points 
came up iiguin and aguin, und thcac we sKi.tll deal 
with by way of u condusiom 
One wnuS the “I don't want lo sit in the same room 
a* the SW| J “ argument Of course, nobody wonts to, 
but when a war i> going on, iLs not a question of 
choice. It's simply not good enough to have such an 
apolitical point of view when ihe state is flying 
bombing missions—in our name —on people who. 
when nil is said and done, we have far more in com¬ 
mon with than we ever will with 'our own' lulling 
class. Instead, wc need to he in there, arguing our 
corner. 7'he Leninists are a lot less influential than 
they were even ten years ago and because they need 
more friends, are less manipulative. That doesn't 
mean we can trust them, merely that, despite iheir 
currern slump in fortunes, shey will he mod for a 
long time to conic and we either I earn to deal with 
thorn or we refuse to get involved in many important 
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struggles. Eh 1 hi. 1 L whai we really want? After all. wg 
saw them off in ihc antf-Crtminal Justice Act can* 
paign and we could do so, easily, again, 

Another gripe wtm ') don't want to go on boring 
marches.* Again, nobody wants to. and ihc ami-war 
demons! rations in London were cerlianty boring, 
attended as they wen: by a rearguard of Serb nation¬ 
alists who nobody bad ihe nerve lo physically cmp* 
from. But — and this nuiy be new*, eo some — demon* 
Options have not been invented specifically lo piss 
off direct action people. They have been around for 
hundreds of years. GtHid demons! rations sure places 
where the power and immediacy of ihe crowd 
becomes transpmmL where the regular life of city 
sireets is temporarily transformed. Tile nude either 
allows ihe demonstration to go ahe.id— a sign, espe¬ 
cially during an illegal gal hen ng. of weakness; or li 
must ntlack the demonstratum, revealing die author- 
iturianiNm in ihe bean of ihe miulcrn liberal state. 
And an attack on. or by, a demonstration Or gathering 
ensures that a symbolic evem become?! a historical 
event June I Bib has already passed into history m an 
event lobe remembered and another pus* 

sage in ihe snuggle against capitalism* 

There is a strategic pom! ulso. The anti-war move¬ 
ment that is usually cited as a model is Vic!mini. Bui 
the Vietnam war hud been going for years before any 
red opposition developed. In these days of bigh-lecb 
weaponry Etnd an expanded NATO, warn have usual¬ 
ly been concluded wit hin a few weeks -months ai 
the most It'd therefore imperative io organise as 
quickly as pcrtsihlc., .tnd traditional demon tan be an 
important forum, bringing people immediately 
together to forge new links and Sind out whne is hap¬ 
pening in other pins of the country. And let's noi for* 
gel Wtlil happens when tnidi Mortal demons! rations 
urc swamped by people who refuse ihe consi mints of 
the teflisEs. The anil-Poll Tax march was called by 
the Mi litani-dorni naicd All-Britain Federation and 
we all remember whai happened in London that day. 

Of course some demonstrations (small. qulci and 
saturuled with Trots) leave a bad taste in ihe mouth 
Lind can be very dispiriting. BtU wc mu*,l not lelishsse 
the action* we ire prepared to take as activists. It is 
ill is fetishism on road camp 1 * thai emphasises ihc 
monkey wrenching, the climbing, the tunnelling, 
while (famed mes} insultingly referring in budding 
support in ihe community —without which you can 
flavor win- -as ‘outreach.' 

The national roads building prog rum me is dead;, 
many activists arc gelling the feeling ihui streei par- 
lies art past their sc LI-by date; June I Bib represents n 
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real stop forward, yei there has been a [European war 
with barely a peep from ihc direct action movement. 

And it is a movement., which is why it is worth 
arguing over. We must decide what wt are. Arc w’e 
militant liberals wish li purely green agenda capable 
of making only she simplest moral decisions? Or are 
we senous about confronting the complexities and 
difhcolE sltuatiotw ihai capitalism presents us with? 
Most importantly, having dealt with these complex!* 
lies. are we willing to prioritise our actions? 

Ami itm. I.lvl point niLisi be said loud and clear. Not 
li bI issues are equal. Some ait more important than 
others Subvertiising Mlfboards is not as important as 
oppoiiug war, Having un enjoyable itmt party is not 
oh important as opposing opencast mining. 

If ihe direct action movement* with its vita) inno¬ 
vations and uncompromising altitude stays frag* 
mcnied internally, and isolated in relation to oilier 
social struggles, if it doe^ not leum lo prioritise, we 
will go walkabout at precisely ihc vital moment and 
wilt hEivc enabled capiuilism lo proceed apace with 
the destruction of humanIly and the planet 

Yi.ro fan curiiurl the authors of Eh is article at: 
II right on and Hove Slop the War Committee* e/n 
PO Box 2536, Rollinfid tan, BrigJiUm BN 2 61 A, 
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Since the last issue of Do or Die (printed April I99fl) there have been 34 direct action protest 
sites in the UK. This section lists the camps that have been set up or have continued to be occu¬ 
pied in the last year some are still there new, some have wom some have been evicted. The 
most noticeable thing over the last year or so is that sit« tend to be smaller* and they are diver¬ 
sifying away from roads-testament to the decimation of the roads budget. The remains of the 
once-huge roads programme were slashed even further in the 98 Roads Review. Only 37 
schemes-including M25 widening and Singley-are planned for the neat 7 years, with over 100 
scrapped, deferred r or given to local authorities to worry about. Birmingham is really the only 
large anti-roads camp there has been in the last year (and Ghats privately financed!! Lyminge. 
Crystal Palace and Manchester were all fighting other things apart from roads, We tend to be 
fighting housing developments or leisure complexes as much as roads now. Another step forward 
Is the anthgenetix crop squat... With camps all over the country there is bound to be one near 
you, so go to stay or to visit, and help barricade, dig, fortify and generally cause troublel 
Ja marks those camps which are current at time of going to press (August ^9|« 


Scotland 



FsaReact Camp «*,- 

Despite 80*# apposition lo 
nukes in Scull and. 
Fiislanc. on the liver 
Clyde, is home to all 
Britain 's mid ear sub- 
rniiriries—now includmg 
the brand hpurtlring new 
Wriigtonce, a snip ue 
£ 1000m, F r us1 ane Peace 
Cnrop has been there for 


over 10 years oppoamg ihc subs* and is .still ^uni^ 
strong. As reported in [he (else DoD, the council were 
phLnnirg id evict the camper. and in July "9K even- 
Euufly won their fegal appeal to be able (a do sp. 
However ulcer seeing rilie formidable camp defences 
on EeJIy. [he cash-stnpped local council agreed ica 
iuLks with residents to try so find un amicable (and 
cheEipcr!) solution* 

Meanwhile, camper* cuntinue to «W£ tnerry hell 
with ihu laughable bust ‘security's breaking hi lo 
play iumhalL blockading [he gules, delaying war¬ 
head convoys and disrupting the sailing of ihe 
Tritium subs. Large sections of the base fence have 
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also vanished,.* So come and visit Faslane for lun 
and defiance by t be (aarelncb. 

Contact: Fashme Peace Camp, Shundon. 

Hdciksburjl), DunbariDmhirc, Scsotlaodt GK4 SHX 
01436 820 901 


camp have found our more top secret m formal ion 
ahum Menwjth Elilt tlum :s known about any ciiher 
N^A spy base. 'Rie camp was threatened wnh evic¬ 
tion in November 199K and die women complied 
with b court order to move .lL| but one caravan—ihe 


The North 

Victory in 

Derby! 

Protested who 
had been protect¬ 
ing I he Bass 
Recreation Park 
in Derby city 
centre since 

February 
came down Lnun 
itie tireetops in September. fciJlowing a council deci¬ 
sion to change the road plans, saving Derby's East hit 
of gTcen spucc. The council was planning its stick a 
Toad across the site and the pnrk was under Hi real oj 
sale to private developers wirti plans |m turn it into a 
shopping centra. The park contains :l Grade L 
wildlife site and gives many diverse species a place 
in common: wawf and land plains, king fishers r (oca) 
Walkers, footballers.,. 

Protestors had occupied die site since February 
J 98. There were regularly about 2lS people On site and 
there was cnlhusiatitic local support. A petition of 
over 11 .ODD signitures was collected. Fun days and a 
Planning fur Real exercise i to come up with a 
People's Plan' for the site! were held over the sum¬ 
mer 

(uninci: NorLingluiin EFl i see contacts. section p. 
341) 

HvnwECli Hill Women's Ik’atre f ump 

Mcnwith Hilt in the Yorkshire Dales is the largest I ] S 
spy base in the world. Using iJs 27 (soon to be 29) 
satclliic dishes* covered by mdomc* (the femora 
'golf balls') the US Notional .Security Agency (NSA) 
C0ii eavesdrop on all lulinnal Lind imcnialiiulal calls, 

email, faxes and telexes m the Northern Fie m3 sphere. 
Tlsese cotuniurticiLtnuis are then, sifted I nr 'key¬ 
words'—sorting millions of words per minute. Crack¬ 
ing governments, armies, businemip groups and 
individuals The US needs Mcnwilb Mill m plan, pre¬ 
pare and cany out wars—it played a crucial role in 
■he Gulf War in 1991, 

Activists have been protesting against tlie base 
since the early 80s and there has been a permanent 
women s peace camp at die base since IOT4. By con¬ 
tinuously breaking into ihu base, tin* women front (he 


camp has now been scaled down, allowing the 
campers m refocus oooliwraelivibes,,. 

Sd \a field Women's Pence Camp (bimonthly) ul 

Sellalicld Women's Peace camp ban been a site of 
protest against the nuclcar/military industry since 
1990. Thu camp takes place site last full weekend of 
□Very second month and is situated outside the vic¬ 
tors’ centre al Sellalkld nuckai pliant, near SiMMJlIc 
do tlse west coast of Cumbria. 

Com net: Box Z, db CRC, 16 Shulcbmke Avenue, 
Ucds. L5? 3II11- Phone; 0M3 262 1534Jmoil 
(marked clearly lor the peace camp):: corner- 
slune ^gu .ape .org 

Blnglcy 

After living for two years in a beautiful riverside 
location, Ihe camper? of the Bingley “RycloaT camp 
abandoned their home in November '98. The site 
Was resisting ihe COfLstnWti^n of ilte £64in Ding Icy 
Relief Road Scheme, which is intended lo serv ice a 
proposed greenbuti housing development of H) t 0pO 
properties [Tie camp was originally se| up when the 
scheme was first aired in 1996 and featured walk¬ 
ways, treehiEHJses, lock-ons, a communal bender a 
nearby nqual and a ground hut on stilts, The vile suf¬ 
fered from a lack of people and those few that were 
still living there just got burnt mil. The decision to 
hoiId the A650 lias been constantly iiosEponed since 
the Tory road-building programme collapsed. Rut 
after lengthy legal processes Bingley council finally 
got the go-abend for the rm nl in 1998, In November 
'98 (he council did a recce, and finding the site 
deserted, they [levelled the place, taking out 16 
mature trees at the same rime, 

Manchester; Arthur's WihxI nud Cedar Wihh! a. 
On the edge of a valley ill a beautiful beech Wood¬ 
land lius (he camp of Arthur’s Wood. On Sunday 
23st June 1998 protester* set up camp in che wood, 
near the Mtu of the Manchester^ second runwav isee 

w 

DoD rto. 6, p, 82,1 when they heard that AMEC were 
planning to fell trees during the bird nesting season. 
Contractor* arrived ihe next day to find people in 
trees blocking their path! 

The trees in Arthur’s WuskI are not even on ihe 
route of the second runway. Manchester Airport says 
iii needs io cut them down to improve flight path vis¬ 
ibility and radar reception when the runway is 
opened, bui the Inspector of the public inquiry 
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advised Ehiit everything possible should he done la 
prevent these trees being fetted. The wood belongs lo 
the National Trust who are removing environmental* 
iscs (accused of "trampling on the ground”) from 
(heir land in order to allow Manchester Airport to 
trash it. In the sprang of '99 another c^mp was set up 
in Cellar Wood* to pi event tree felling (here. Hie 
camps' appeal against eviction was thrown out ol the 
court in June—leaving both sites cm eviction alert 
Contact: Cedar and Arthur's Woods, Mcereut 
Protest Village* Nr, Ovcrslcy Lodge Farm* 
AEnnehinn Komi Sly ill. Wilms low. Cheshire. SK9 
4U. Phone: 01565 S73 531 / 07931 931 150/07957 
993 456 / 07979 J6t 416 

Park Nook rump. Liverpool ^ 

A 3-ucre inner-city green space within the bemud- 
urie^i ql LiverpoolN Princes Park is under threat jmm 
developers wanting to build 2 blacks of luxury Hats, 
n new road and u car nark. The site is lhl oasis ol 
wildness in the city and is home to owls, foxes, rub¬ 
le it* und pipistrelle bats. Four [icehouse* were con¬ 
structed in Mgy, and more walkways and lock-on* 
are being prepared, 

Phone; 0403 176 279 

Sheffield 

The Tysuk site in Sheffield was occupied fora week¬ 
end in August L 9rt to oppose a gi I juried supermarket 
development on the largest empty space in South 
Sheffield. The site aimed lo show alternative uses for 
ike space* with cricket ami football pitches arid a cin¬ 
ema put upland though it rained und mined all week¬ 
end. local Idds came to play.,. 

Mimchcslrr Birlry Tree 

hi Ilulme, on inner city area of Manchester being 
thouroughly 'regentruled' {tjs, knocked down mi the 
corporate scum can mow In) kKal* got active in 
June *9® when the oldest tree in the arcu was threat* 
cl red by a proposed hotel—it was soon bousing a 
cosy trediouse, bender, displays arid ll community 
garden. The campaign wens to court to be evicted, 
und negotiated an agree mem not to fell the Black 
Poplar until a detailed planning implication, was put 
sn for the hotel the council so desperately want for 
this inner-city area. 

Contact: Manchester EF1 {see contacts faction, p. 
34 E> 

Green Guard 

The Green Guard camp set up to oppose the con- 
ntuctiou of 500 bouses und a 4 mile dual carriageway 
at NarMwjch ncur Crewe, was evicted in September 
Under threat were (rare) Black Poplars, id 

ISO 



orchard and hedgerows up to 30 foot thick. Tic 
camp boasted ircehouscs a tunnel. a tower, anil 97% 
local support. However, dwindling number^ meant 
the last few occupants chose to move off the sue the 
day before the eviction was due to take place, [lie 
campaign con! in lick-— wlicri the bulldozers cyme I dr 
the aneietil hedgerows a few weeks later, they were 
occupied hy local people, who proceeded eo stop 
work for 4 days. 

The 

Midlands 

LI I r in i n ^ h a n i 
Northern Relief 

Ruud tilt 

The campaign to 
stop Britain"* 
first privately 
funded toll 
motorway contin¬ 
ues.. despite the 
camp being evicted in (he middle of June, [lie road 
will be a 27 mile long, ft lane motorway bypassing 
Birmingham lo the north and will destroy wood¬ 
lands, water meadows and important ecological sites 
and pave the way for gicctihcll expansion along m 
route. A new camp is promised siK>m 

The major evictions on the route of the £7(Xkti 
BNRH took plate over the traditional winter eviction 
season of h 9H- s 99. Over December and January the 
site saw three evictions of comps und squat* innitk- 
six weeks. The Money more squats were the first to 
go—several hundred police* btiDfTs und security 
guards turned upon 8lh December At the same time 
the cops destroyed a bunker on the Greenwood iitc. 
The tundlcrs Included one security guard defector 
who stayed undcnrgrinuid for three duys. The eviction 
of the fiitbl camp came a few days later on 13th of 
January—with most people hailed off route and six 
people remanded after a bunker eviction a few days 
earlier, there were only three people around to keep 
the Greenwood camp running, so they were fairly 
quickly evicted. 

After the evictions in December and January, a new 
eamp was set up at The Spinney, This was evicted in 
the middle of June. However* resistance to the 
BNRR is Mill going strong... Anti with 26 1/- miles 
of route tell to prelect there's plenty to do! 

Contact: Birmingham Northern Relief Road 
Campaign, The Spinney, Turf Ptls Lane. Nr Sutton 
Cold field, WeM Midlands. IJ75 5T7 Phone: 07931 
16! 761 
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Kelts RetwIElon nl 

A famier hospital site in Norfolk was squatted on the 
lUlh July to cornrneEiinrale die 45Uth uuiiveniiry of 
the Kelts Rebellion of I54<) t Thu! summer the dis¬ 
possessed peasantry Of Norfolk formed themselves 
into a iOiOOQ strong army which reclaimed the eom- 
mofli for two months and locked rip the hated 
landciWJieni. 

The campers are trying to use live 1 tide-known 
I965 Commons Reg miration Act to gel the site ela*- 
sified as a village green thus giving it m t commcOT 
Tor I he future. 

Contact: Hie Lund iv Ours, Box B. 111 Magdalen 
Rd Owfortf 0X4 IRQ, Tel: OiBM 722H0 site 
mobile 0961 460171 

Anli*Gene(lx S^nut in Norfolk 
A! Sum on Saturday 23rd of May 1998, Britain's i1r>s 
'crop squat 11 began, as 30 anti■'■ II .ni■ vhus muved mi 
to a release silc for experimental sugar heel at Kirby 
Betkvn near Norwich- Within u few hours gardens 
were established, transforming this epitome of indus¬ 
trial corporate agriculture into an organic garden. 

I he campers gos an eviction order after two weeks 
i whai do you expect if" you sc|ual the land of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Norfolk?), and packed up and left. 
Contact: Norfolk F.F! (see contact* p. 333). 

Ah is Pure L ump 

Camp sei up agairw the Alvis faedky in Coventry 
which makes Scorpion tanks and lank kits for 
Indonesia, where they will he Listed tor internal secu¬ 
rity and political repression. 

Hulls Water Menthiw 

The cunip set up in December '97 in Bury Sb 
Edmonds to s-toji an access road for tlie local Greene 
King brewery was disbanded in Much “98. iailing 
down ihc day before their evlclion date to the sur¬ 
prise iif i lie crips and haliiTs whn turned up ihe next 

day. Rians to lake 
action were called 
off when n judge 
ruled that Greene 
King were wrong 
not Eo have conduct¬ 
ed an environmental 
assessment for (heir 
planned road across 
the virtually 

untouched Mutts 
Water Meadow, 
The campaign con¬ 
tinues... 


Wales and the 
South West 

Btiw«y Fields/ 

EHhittog 

Brewery Fields; a 
beautiful piece of 
common land in 
BaugL ir, uuploug bed 
far 40 years, with a 
marvellous view of 

the sea prized hy local residcEiis and potential devel¬ 
opers alike, t he camp lo stop housing development 
on the llekls wus violently evicted on March 3lit 
"98. Alt eight protesters needed hospital treatment, 
'Hie officer in diurgt of the eviction claimed to be 
using approved technique s'. 

A new camp was sei up on an access road* on pan 
of tire site oot covered by the original evict ion order. 
Treehouscs und walkway* were set up. Threatened 
with eviction agaih in July a 98. campers tried to 
thrash oul a deal to avoid this last eviction. While 
negotiations were going on, the enemy used walk¬ 
ways eo get up trees and cut rope bridges while 
unharnessed protesters were slit! on them* others 
were violently wrestled oul of die trees. 1 Nicy tried in 
hack LLW jy at a tumid with a shovel, only damaging 
the door F so blocking the occupant'll only exit. 
Despite all this, campers held oui for -2 hours, 
Conflict: Gwynedd and Mon EF! (sec contacts p r 
341) 

Teddy Hear WcmkIa 

The camp set up mainly by locals in 19% Co slop rise 
Weymouth lb own Route Road lias avoided its 
expected eviction* Protesters dicovered in July 
Hi Ml the Weymouth Relic! Rood will not go ahead-— 
iIn- government won't give the council rhe money for 
the rofids 

Ash Lon Court yi 

llic camp at Ashton Court was set up in March '98 
tn slop the extension of the limestone quarry owned 
by Australian multinational Pioneer Aggregates into 
20 acres of wildffawcr meadows and public pnrk- 
land. The meadow contains over 90 rare species 
which are being iracisloeaujiT (Siar Trek here we 
comeEj by Alaska Environmental to allow Pioneer lo 
dynamite the land where lliey used in be. The eainp 
has disrupted die relocation on a number of OCCO* 
sions and near the end of L 9K, M) lorries at Alaska's 
Avon mouth plant were sabbed. 

After some months of noisy activity the camp was 
taken down in March '99. Hut the campers did not go 
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nut withuui hi hiing-^prolcMurs visited Jznn Wiiiclc, 
Pioneer"* planning manager and translocated his 
lawn on to the pavement outside his house. Ttie dafi 
fodils from his garden were plants! in his ear- Later 
Lin in thtf week two people abselied I LKl led down on 
lo a ledge in (he quarry five minutes before the face 
was due to be blasted, They unfurled a banner read¬ 
ing “Gi!—No! LL and were only removed 32 hours 
later when climbers were flown lit specially from 
Dublin, 

Contact: c/o Bristol Fol£, 10-32 Pielon Si. 
Montpellier. Bristol, BSfi 5QA Phone: 07970 423 
834 

Avon Kiiiu Rond ^ 

Altliough the camp to stop iirtsloK answer to the 
MIS' was recently evicted, the campaign continues. 
Work begun tin thus £30m dual carriageway road 
through ilie ancient Skton Common in June k W. The 
road will destroy a diffused railway line. large areas 
or fluids and woodland and a heiumluL section of 
cycle path along Ibc route of the old railway^ if it is 
built Infill development Lind suburban sprawl will 
destroy even more. 

When site clearance work started in November "98, 
direct action took off. Camps were swiftly set up and 
L>n I 2th January "99 the campaign invaded the only 
build i tug left on route* the day before it was due w be 
demoti-sted, uud christened at eIll- "Hotel Chechnya 4 . 
In the spring protesters buili a camp and tree home* 
bit 100 year old oak tree to draw attention to the 
Ring Road-ua-M4 Link Road, The government lias 
since asud this Link Rood. 

Contact: STARR (Slop The Avon Ring Rood} c/o 84 
Cobtcm St. Bristol hsi ^miPlu.ne: ti7y? wy 0389 

Rufatock 

A camp was set up in summer K 97 in an area in which 
Hnth and North Somerset council are planning h* 
budd high cost fortified executive housing, simps 
and industrial unlls on top of a piece oi naturally 
regenerated railway hue—an open space dun local 
people want kepi that way. Served an eviction order 
as of Oc: 7lh fc 98 the camp Was on cem stall! eviction 
alert throughout the end of "98, 

Contact: Bath LT! (see contacts p. 341) 

Swindon Gnenhck Housing 

The camp set up againsi the cohstnjctioti of greenbcli 
housing outside Swindon was evicted in January. 
Tile site was set tip in opposition to a proposed t2.5 
million scheme by Beaufon Homes, A public right 
of way was closed and an ancient hedgerow flat¬ 
tened, trees were lei Led and wildlife eradicated. 


Development then Increased from 12 houses to a fur- 
ther 750- Swindon Town Council has been quoted us 
saying: ’’Swindon will become a city, no mailer whaa 
the cokC' After die eviction, 80 people took part in a 
protest walk around the site* 

Curl tact; The Rational rust c/o 49 Holbein Rd. 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ Plume: 0788 (359 2370 / 0836 
743 581 

YHiury AgahiSil Crcei ifrelt I In using! 

And in a related Wiltshire greenfield bailie; Pituw 
have been dropped to trash HagbpLiriie Copse a 
neglected woodland by Junction 16 of the M4, Hie 
woudlaiid was up for fuilc and the agents dealing wiih 
ii jnsl love industrial development. However alter 
the Rai tonal Trusi threatened direct action, the sale 
was dropped. 

Cnnlnet: The Rational Trust c/o 49 Holbein Rd, 
Swindon. KN5 8AQ Phone: !3?K8 059 2370 / 0836 
743 581 

lovtull II 

In August "98 a camp called Toytown was set up to 
defend w oodland and play mg fields in the centre of 
Cheltenham front two new funds., 1,500 ear parking 
spaces, n Wailrosc supermarket, a drive through last 
fcKsd restauran 1. a ID screen cinema shed, a petrol 
station, a nightclub, a bowling alley, a the™ pub and 
a private health and fitness centre, all of which 
Cheltenham already hm. 

Local people were angry because their children will 
lose the only playing field In the area. It's also one d 
lhe last green spaces in the HffiHt a riverside wildlife 
habitat, that is home to buttwo polertEial brownfield 
housing sites, and the historic Almore Spa, After 2 
years, live eumpaigti tt> protect the urea moved into 
direct uctiojii setting up camp and also organising 
high-profile stunts io embarrass the council and die 
"developers'. Camper* built tneehouses* a comport 
toilet, a covered kitchen, office end tender*. Ttey 
also lie! pad with activities for the young people who 
U$c the w(mh1I:jiu 1 R8 a play am, and built a pcnn.i 
culture golden as well :w taking .ulnci :sg:iinsl ihc 
builders Waitni.se and Mom son Con struct ion. 

'['lie camp closed down hut action continued: in 
early -spring a plucky band of five "Toypeople" 
effortlessly stopped buJlrfoBen and shredders who 
3tad come to level the 4 Tbytown* situ hy climbing on 
top of them and Eel ling the driver* to "go away and 
take your machinery with you". And to every one's 
surprise I hey did! 

Cinilad; ChdtCQhJOT EiFI lb Portland Screec. 
Cheltenham* Gloucs. GI.52 2PB Email: 
cheli^ef^ yahoo.com 
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The South East 

[.y iningt 1 Fonst Lr a 

After a couple of 
years battling against 
I tie Rank urgBnisa- 
ltorii 4 who want to 
huil-J lL massive "hftilL- 
Jay village' on (op of 
500 l‘J iCTiZS Of ^rtL'Il- 
helt laud in Kent (see DoD no. 6. p, 72 ), the Lyrnmge 
campers have almost won ihcir battle against cliu 
g Lunin. Rimk seem eo hum load intern, 
but iJiere's a rumour that planning permission may Ik 
sokl tci Center Futw 

OmEml: Friends uf Lymrngc Forcsl + c/o 3 AbbtHl 
Road, FolkjrtOTW, Kent CT2(t INCi Plume; 01303 
257 046 / 0003 265 737 / 0468 945 5^5 / 01436 
12090] Email: rnefttrL^envimlliik.o#^ 

Camp for Justice 

After Britain s first imiipl liberation. action camp— 
"Camp Kcnn' i.sec DoD no, 7„ p. 56j. camps can side 
the notorious vtviiectars Huntingdon life Sciences 
have continued. HLS get paid by medical utiJ cos¬ 
metic companies id cut up mi* t dog&. rodents and 
monkeys for them. The ’Camp for Justice 4 is the 
£i kluteJi outside ILLS + and was set Lip on die anttiv^r- 
^siy of the showing of Channel 4 h s ' ll's a Dog's Life' 
which blew the scandal of HLS wide open. The pro¬ 
gramme caused the company's shut price to drop 
dramatically and campaigners are hoping ihe camp 
will have a similar el feel. 

Contact: HDSC {Huntingdon Death Sciences 
t‘iiiupui^m, 1-0 lios 325, Cambridge, t “S5 I 21 Ip 
Phone: U5B C J026 435 

(kfaril Railway Stjtial 

The old LMS railway Mai ion in Oxford was squalled 
on 2nd May k 98 it? prevuni a six lane road and a uni¬ 
versity business school (to he paid for by tn amts 
dealer!} being buill in die dty centre. The tlm mad 
will destroy trees ami slice through one enti of I he 
Grade II Hissed old railway station. The budding was 
decorated and used by the comjiuintiy for free 
events. Trechouscs were buill (including one 
thaichcd!) in ihe 8 matuie trees. 

Wednesday yih September "98 saw the start of the 
eviction of the old railway slut ion by Oxford 
University. The baEffis cook 60 hours to evict ihe 
building and if is believed: io have cosi more than 
half i million pounds, Et was on inventive, ciealive, 
flu I (-tin fun-packed anarchic pi wake nf an eviction 
ihanks to snug tree houses, cargo-nets, barricades, 


lockout hinkers, find the world's first Sofa-Lock- 
On! The lost lunnetler was removed at dusk on 
Friday I lib. ending an eviction which saw 17 arrcsls h 
the confiscation Lind destruction of personal property 
by police; damage to ihe (listed) building by police. 
3 extra irees illegally felled, one cop injured when he 
tell through a roof (pigs might fly!) and one protes¬ 
tor get 2 broken fingers. Legal proceedings have 
begun regarding ihe illegal fellings, the damage and 
the injured protester. 

Kfugsflon Trees 

Tire poplar trees that hud been occupied since 
November n J7 at Kingston in London were evicted 
in March ’98 with helicopters ami riot police at 5:30 
in the morning. Tile forces of Babylon had n 53fs 
lower, 11 tree village and tunnels to contend with. The 
local Council and developers FnircJough Homes 
wanted la cut down the 76 tree^ to 1 enhance the 
view 1 of eIil 1 Illumes for dwellers [in a posh new' 
estate (£I.OOjDOO for a riverside view anyone?) Over 
a hundred police, 140 security and 35 shcrrlf* offi- 
cern arrived, on the firM day of the eviction. Two peo¬ 
ple were still down the tunnels two days Eater. Tlie 
police offered them a deal—if they came tint then .10 
people would be allowed on the site for a media 
slunL One protester repotted the response was 
*T00* fuck oflT 

Aldimmston Women*® Fence Camp ^ 

The peace camp is held on alternate weekends out¬ 
side ihe Atderrmastosi Atomic Weapons 
[isiiihlashmcm near Reading. En March Trideni 
Ploughshares 3000 activists invaded the base, where 
i hey manufacture nuclear weapons. They scaled the 
fences and blockaded the gates. Campers also organ¬ 
ise shareholder campaigns, awareness raising and 
direct action protons 

CurilurL: 33 Heron Roud< Hfislul, BS5 EILT Phone; 
mi 7 'W 3746/ 01703 554 434 
Crystal Palace 

The Crystal Palace nice was evicted in Myrch - 99 al 
a cast of over £ I ftl after a year of resisting the con¬ 
struction of a huge cinema multiplex on park land in 
Stnilh London The eviction only finally ended after 
the ('mat two protestors voluntarily came out of the 
underground hunker ihey had been in for [he past 
two and a hull weeks, rsec article on page IH9). The 
campaign ts far from over. 

Phone: 0181 693 8200 
EpMfn 

En June I99K activists sei up camp in Epsom in. 
Loudon to stop a relief road and car park being buill 
on tnpot (oe*l woodland. They occupied some prime 
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(stockbroker bell) development (and. Woods and 
squatted a hotisei The cwnp seems to have been in u 
top localim—the council office*. polkre station 
ambulance service- fire brigade* court* and betifli 
were all just mi runes a wav! One local councillor 
took lo threatening campers wiffll violence, saying: 
“We can't afford to evict you- Puck oil while you've 
still got time," However the council did finally man- 
age 10 stump up (he cash and in January *99 the camp 
was evicted (sec article on page [93K Up to 500 
cops, ho]iff*,, the FtT team* scab climber* cmd mn- 
nellerh and the Under Sherri f of i jntfttcr London all 
stormed on to site in a dawn unit operation believed 
to have cost £100,000, However, ihe camp h;ni been 
abandoned and partly burned tint a mmitlt be lore ami 
when the forces of darkness arrived ibere was only 
one man ill a vmt occupying the site. A local coun¬ 
cil lor justdied ihcoperaiioo by saying thai they "did 
I I know how many people were going to the on ihal 
site '—despite it being righl nexl to the police sta¬ 
tion! 

ICC Genet! \ Squill 

After toads of hassle from lhe Foreign and 
Com mon w eal i h Off ice, i he I liter- Coni i nen c m I 
Caravan itCCl finally got their visas iu enter the UK 
in June. Them were 600 acliviits in the caravan, 
from, many countries in rhe Hiird World., including 
loads from India, They came to ihe UK lo bring the 
concerns of the South directly to the heart of the 
North. Their visa lo Europe was to coincide with the 
CSH summit on June IKih. Inspired by the genetic h 
crop squat ihat took place Uist year in Norfolk, 
Iti iiish activists planned a crap squat to welcome the 
earn van lo the UK. However on 27ih June they were 
hListed while utic mining to squill a field where ihe 
mutfiUll crop had already been l rushed- They hud to 
very quickly move on to a new site 111 Esse*. The site 
was swiftly turned into a pcnnsLcuhurc garden with 
klei info centre focusing on the dangers of genet iu 
engineering, (see Rftklcs on page 2K and 97?. 

Si Mary'is Churchyard 

In July '9N. Camp AARDVARK t Arboreal Activists* 
Reinforce Deccni Values Against Redcve! lupine nt 
Killing? was set up to protect St Mary's 
Churchyard—“the very last green open space in 
Southampton"—from being redeveloped by the 
Church ot England and ihe usual property specula¬ 
tor*. Their plans were revealed to involve covering 
most ol ihii beautiful churchyard in buildings and 
tarmac* Campers quickly established a base camp 
and houses in some of the 40 mature trees. 


Aanjvarkers were alt from Southampton—ora Wflf 
christened in ihc church- and there was loads oi 
local support. The camp was attacked one nighl by 
organised thugs not from the local area, who trashed 
lent^. badly bruised someone's back and broke sumc- 
one disc's finger. The camp w as disbanded in August 
as the Church scaled down their plans and were sent 
buck to the drawing board- The camp will sei up 
again if needed, 

Hockley IbptisJnq Camp ^ 

A new protest camp Wu* sec up in July to resist a 
housing development of luxury homes on I] 
acres nf cJE-greenbeli land ai I lock ley near Soul bend, 
Seeing as ihe adults in the trea weten'c doing any¬ 
thing. Ihe camp has been put logelher by a group of 
teenagers aged between 14 ami 16. The site is nest to 
a designated wild tile area featuring great crested 
ncwis, badgert* adders, shrews and more... 

Contact: 01702 206 181 

Diggers Lund Occupation 

On the 3rd April, Sc. George's Hill wsts briefly home 
lo a camp in memory of ihe } 3 O 0 ) anniversary of the 
original Digger*' lurid occupation, when, ai ihe end 
of die English Civil War. Gerrard Winstanlcy and hi* 
chums scl up camp on common land the landlords 
were trying co enclose. St. George's Hill Mow boasts 
a golf course uml one of the country's most exclusive 
housing cslates. homo to Cliff Riduird uniottg othem 
Three hundred people marched to she hill and then 
went on in a nearby me? coesiablisli li communal seb 
ileiiwui aiming to increase public access rights to 
ihe hill, 

CtmHiui; Ihe Latai is Qur*. Bo* E, 111 Magdlkn 
Rd. Oxford OX4 IRQ. Tel: EHH65 722016 

tinnse WiMjd ^ 

A new antl-ftHuJ camp was set Up IM Esuex in May 
*99 to stop the A170 bypass from Oiclmsford to 
Soullicud, The mud Is going m be paid for through 
the mfnmuu* Private Finance Imliiive—ihe *&me 
scheme iliac brought us the A30 extension. The 
bypass, which is in be built by Uiing construelion H 
also seems to be port of a grand plan for a fniuit 
London outer orbital motorway- U will pass through 
several fragments of bluebell wimjcLh and aquatic 
liabiuns and threaten others by its proximity. Fifly 
people set up the camp and hod Greeted (wo tree- 
Imuscs in the alrsl week. Work on the roud is expell¬ 
ed lo begin in August. 

Coniaci; Friends of Lyratnge Forest e/o 3 Abbott 
RliuJ, Polkslone H Kent CT20 ING. Phune: 07^^"? 
a > I 7 jy■naih raerl in <?' envtrolitik .tug 
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Comments on Camps 

Out of Site, Out of Mind? 


The physical occupation of sites threatened by development has been one of the main strategies 
used by our movemeni over the last eight years. The last few years has seen an increasing 
amount of concern with, and discussion about, their effectivness as a direct action tactics. Here 
are four pieces of writing that raise some of the main points from these discussions. 


Camps Are Not Enough! 

Thi^ piece is critical of direct action camps* since I 
reckon the negative aspects of protest camp 1 ! ant 
more important and worthy of analysis ihun the pov- 
iisve ones. Yes camps can lie great; dynamic, excis¬ 
ing anarchic communities, examples of low-impHci 
earth-centred living, where pcsfple live mid sirugglu 
together in an uimotphcrc of mutual respect und sob 
idarily. However, fve Id Li for some lime that such 
ceotopUm glimpses Lire all (on oflfln swamped hy (he 
other side of live story. I'm ccftaiuly not criticising 
those who arc. or have been, on camps, as dials most 
of -us—uad Li's undeniable Mul caiiip-ha^rd cam¬ 
paigns hsi-ve in^pinrql our movecneiU to nmmng teats, 
However, we must 
consider the tactical 
effectiveness 
ramps, and 
effects of + camp lu|* 
lure on Earth Firstf 

The development 
of Earth First! in 
Britain has been 
heavily in linefeed 
by protest camps. 

Many campaign s, 
especially li gain it 
m.ids. have relied on 
like central tactic Of 
building u cump, furl11 ymg M fantastically, and Wiilt- 
114: to resist eviction. All camps share an identicLil 
mindset; defensiveness, Extremely impresiriw reals- 
t.uSLc lias been achieved with this tactic, hut it's a 
limited strategy. In particular* because camps 
demand loyally from those who defend them. spend¬ 
ing time or resources on more offensive tactics 
(office occupations, site invasions, sabotage) can be 
seen as abandoning the camp, almost to the point of 
a (reason! 

“Defensiveness’ leads to aim ping ns stereotyping 
tJwmsilvts, and makes innovation so much harder— 
rtnkss it involves taller,. madder trahoUKS or deep¬ 
er. more Impregnable tunnels. Logically, the only 
way to advance in the arm* nice’ between us and the 
bjuiil'ffi/scub climbcns/mcndn-hliek is to make our- 

elves 14 j vulnciahlc that serious injury or den 111 


becomes even more likely. Enough of us have either 
been hospitalised (or come close) to make us ques¬ 
tion whether the stakes are too high to be worth it. 1 
don't warn any of my friends 10 become martyrs 
I lie danger of cunp life highlights nnochcr prob¬ 
lem- -camps are I uglily specialised environments. 
Noi everyone has the agility, stamina, confidence ami 
time to climb trees, hang off hits of blue rope, or live 
outdoors in all weathers, TTitrcfore* cutups divide 
act 1 v a in to 1 wo; t he 11 li ni-coitimi tied—u sual ly 
young—whose lifestyle becomes Ititenwined with 
the canip, und the rest who can only support item, 
Tliis hierarchical dynamic is not a good basis on 


■easily do minuted by macho ego-wnniore* complete 
with Imett codpieces,, who create an riiEimiduung 
atmosphere, especially after a few carts- Of course, 
I'm not suggesting serving McDonalds and install mg 
Sky TV at sties to uclnici “normal people' fihe coun¬ 
terculture is a good thing!), hm we need to question 
what opportunities tumps present for facilitating 
wider involvement in our struggles. 

You don't need to actually visit u camp lo feci 
alienated; ihe spcctuetiliirisarioti of our movement 
has ensured that most TV viewers out now safely 
view eipcHiirect action us mi alien 'phenomenon', 
rather chan a challenge. Our over-rcliunee on spec¬ 
tacular tactics—perfectly illustrated hy the modem 
pretest c:mtp—is a serious limitation to our threat. 



which to build a radical movement- The image which 

often underlies it™ 
the individualistic* 
Jsel F-1aerifie 1 ng 
defender of the 
jtiwfr—is aJso a prob- 
fflBtem. 1 beheve that n 
is our collective 
eortii deuce wr should 
be developing* and 
individual commit¬ 
ment and ability 
should feed that 
confidence, run over¬ 
ride il. 

Camps very often 
have an aggressively countercultural vibe, which 
most people will find alienating. Camps cim Ik too 
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Cutup-based activism creates a transient. rootless 
movement, comprised of people who iiuv^ lived in 
ioo manv places which end up being trashed. Hie 
mobility of the movement lias many strengths* and 
lias fed liut dynamic eu and energy. However, it mar- 
finalises lls a> a 'cause' beyond the real lives of most 
Lommunlilies, and is no! sustainable. There life Only 
so many years of the camp-huilding/cvaclion cycle 
anyone call take. and move activists heeome ton 
hi i ml-out, disil Inborn-d or w$gc-cnduvd lo "carry 
on emtpioj', li\ thus. dlftieuti enough to keep exidl¬ 
ing numbers and energy up, let alone expand! The 
need lo til? vc lop new more sustainable and inclusive 
modes of struggle, without losing any m. Im;;iI edge, is 
urgent 

HI stress again ih.u I'm not am beam p. I hope Hint 
camps w ill continue to pop up like mud mushroom* 
lo vex our enemies and change lives- -and hopefully 
Continue io actually stop things, as at Stringer's 
Common in 1997 (see Do ot Die No. 7, page 2J. 
However, (he altitudes and assumptions preserved hy 
camps must be challenged. Camps are a huge ele¬ 
ment of our tradition, but we need to learn from other 
traditions, and—must importunity of all—develop 
novel strategies that will real I y kick some arse. I 
don 1 1 think well do that until we analyse honestly 
the shortcoming* of LHir previous strugi-lcs. Camps 
are not enough! 

Sack To Basics 

For many activists, protest sites are a 'cJliii^ ul I he 
pm*. Their tactical timiiadons and unsustainabilify, 
amon&it ocher things, have been under a lot of dis¬ 
cuss mu. However, a huge number of present activists 
Jiuve been involved wtth protest sices and. regardless 
of ;il! i he sc ifgtu merits, their influence is undeniable, 
Even it many activists, Lika myself* have 4 moved 
on’, I think wp siill need lo address how sites have 
influenced the way we work, and eonseipicnlly flow 
we can go forward without them. 

Sites, in a number of ways, helped huild and sus¬ 
tain the network that we have now. They have an 
accessible nature: an open invitation to ha ve a cup of 
lea or a Long-term stay. Of ccntree, this has to be 
weighed up against many negative aspects: from 
drunk or offensive behaviour lo generally muddy or 
messy condition!*. However, in the past sites have 
attracted huge number* and a fairly broad range of 
people. This, admittedly, was largely due lo (he mass 
appeal of the arts i-roads movement and hard to relate 
Collie broader global anti-capitalist direction we have 
moved in. bul Llie point Cm trying lo make Is ihat 


sites provided an open ground for a large numbertf 
people to come and fig In logeiJier. 

'Ibis is where I ihink ihe real sagnilkanee of bejitj 
on site comes in. To live with such a range of people, | 
to share ibe same experiences; everything from try¬ 
ing lo Light a lire when il"i been raining for dayx tu 
Ihe intense emotionally a ml physical ly painful evic¬ 
tions is a bonding process than I don't feel we have 
managed to replace yet. On site, I learned lo inleraic 
and I rust people I WttddnT otherwise have probably 


talked to. Yus* it's an overly mien sc atmosphere. iuvl 



yes, li's a fast track to burnout, but it also producer 
friendships ihat would normally take year* lo con¬ 
solidate. 

El isn’t i List a comment on site social Lite. That kind 
of friendship is crucial to making cohesive groups 
and successful actions. None oi us are perfectly reli¬ 
able. It's HOE enough In know someone lias giHNJ pot- 
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iltcs. You've goi id know if theyII do whal [hey said 
they'd do. whether they "tt: likely to he hue or just ddi 
turn up or if they'll back you up if an action goes 
’■VTCflfL Wc need to work with people wc can trust. 
But if peopk only rely on The friends ihey T vc blown 
tor years, or were on site with. K makes us insular 
,md cliquey; feeding attitudes like "if yon weren i at 
TWyfortl or Newbury you don't count'. If we are Co 
successfully grow, ni!w people need io be included 
and misted Admittedly you don't haw to live on site 
10 form those kinds of friendships. Actions, even (he 
bad ones, can he gtaid shared experiencev Skill shar¬ 
ing eun Itc done by phi ring up with new people, (iotai 
dcbrickngs. social events and affinity groups (min¬ 
ing. especially trust games. are ill ways eu get to 
know individuals belter, Hlu these things need more 
emphasis. We've taken for granted (he opportunity 
rices provided for meeting so many new people, for 
sharing so many intense experiences, crammed into 
,i ihpn sip^jce of lime, and emerging with a really 
strung group of friends. 

I'm noi trying lo he nostalgic yhnut sices. I’m rcoi 
having they’re perfect or irreplaceable. [ chink wc L ve 
come a long way from (he days of ami-road * ites like 
Newbury 1 . We've im^hdly broken out of "singlc- 
tssues". inetPrp4»rated an anti-cap itahsl analysis, and 
made sirnnc links with groups aH over the world. Bui 
Lnai efforts io strengthen our own network in Britain 
has, 1 think, shown Just how much we depend on 
individual friendships so work well as a group and; io 
make strong links with other groups. We can 1 1 afford 
io soke for granted the (rust and friendship that H futl- 
cLimcnial co sustaining this network. 

it’s Shite On SiteJ 

Like many people my first real MivOlVeiiWfll in eco¬ 
logical direct action ame about on protest camps. I 
have visited and lived on sites at the Wells Relief 
B-ii.id. the Newbury Bypass Manchester Airport and 
Bing ley. There Iieis been a lot of discussion over die 
last few years over wtul role sales can play iitol even 
over w hether they have any valid role to pJuy ul all. 
E arn of die opinion that sites have the potential to be 
.in effective and progressive form of activism. 1 am 
also of the opinion that they generally refuse to 
mtilrc-iH the problems that prevent them from reach¬ 
ing this pmentiak The result of diis refusal goes a 
kmg way to account for (he fact ihai l have hud very 
little to do with them for che last iwo years. 

Living on sue ns a very intense experience, your 
aioru life and identity become bound up with a par¬ 
ticular piece of land and what you etui do lo detcml 


tt. There are good things chut can come due of chh; 
passion and commitment to your activism. as well as 
tile mdicalisaiion that occurs when something direct¬ 
ly relevant to your life is destroyed by business: and 
tlie state, protected! as ever by the polacc. However, 
this mtensicy of Inimcdiite experience, combined 
with the fact that sites are almost always very mar¬ 
gin u I i.sed from the re si of [he society which they 
inhabit, alsti leads to many problems: 

Sites tend to be very + smgle issue' orientated. 
Those who live on them often develop a kind of arro¬ 
gance, whereby they sec sites, -incS their site in pur¬ 
lieu tar, Lis being the only worthwhile form of protest. 
There tends to be very tittle strategic umtiysK an site 
with people content io remain on the defensive, even 
looking forward to chc glorious defeat of eviction as 
though it was impossible for them lo take the offen¬ 
sive in any way. 

The level of wider political thought is often even 
worse: E remember several people on site tel bug me 
Thai they weren't interested in capitalism, class, or 
animal rights and [his being accepted as though there 
wus nothing wrong with iiL Someone even voiced the 
opinion that road building was not a problem, just so 
long as no trees got cut down! 

Sites are cil'ii!n ulSki humc to various hierarchies 
based on gender, expertise and sub-cultural crcdlhil- 
Lty, If you dent know how to climb trees, have a job, 
look fairly straight or are female, then the chances 
he nbol you will he made lo feel ns though you cunt 
do much to help, and, what you can do will involve 
you playing only a supportive role fur those Who are 
doing the real work- 

Connected lo the lack of political analysis, and 
feeding ihe macho cult of the long-haired eco-war¬ 
rior. the obsession thaE many si ich have with the 
media. The media is treated almost entirely uncriu- 
cahy. w r it h journalists invited on lo site and people 
performing alt sorts of ludicrous antics for ihcni. 
hanging urn nl trees and even appearing on chat 
shows lo be ridiculed. In this way siren play a key 
rule in their own spectacularisition, turning them¬ 
selves Lind ihc rest of the ecological resistance move¬ 
ment into a sub-cultural commodity, all lo get fbetr 
fates on Eelty in the interests of a single issue. 

Like most forms ot activism, protest site*, have 
[heir gotwJ points and bad points. The criticisms I 
have made of sices can often uiso be applied to non- 
site based direct action. The difference h Thai, in my 
experience, the issues are more pronounced, unJ, 
crucially, less challenged, on-site thin off-siEc. 
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Site Life 

I have lived on protest sites on and off since the sum™ 
mer o( | yWi, The few years before thui, whkh ppy 
people regard as ihe hey-day of British protest sices, 
were well before my lime and so 1 have no experi¬ 
ence of them. I lirsc got involved in she life simply 
because it was the most effective and accessLbJe form 
of direct action that was around at the lime. The site-* 
Ehul J have lived on have ah aimed to prevent the 
bn lying or environmentally destructive develop¬ 
ments by altllosi exclusively defensive tactics. 
Occupying the land under threat wd building us 
many fortitieatinns zls possible with the aim of mak¬ 
ing the eviction us diflkuh .nut expensive as possible 
for the forces of darkness. 

This has proved i|isiic elk’i n h’c, especially since the 
development of undojmtind del cnees ttmirwL and 
hunkerx) which cun coil hundreds of pounds an hour 
its evict und can last out for week*, hi theory the 
structures themselves could Iasi months hut this has 
never been tented us people tend to crack and come 
out voluntarily well before they would have been 
evicted. This has led the tunnel bailiffs to just wail 
around fear protesters to get bored, mad or run out of 
food, only putting on the pretence of work when the 
LimJersheriff comes round—thus further lengthening 
evictions, (This state of affairs will probably contin¬ 
ue until the police train up specialist tunnel cops!) 
The threat of an expensive tunnel eviction was 
enough (o make Guildford Council change their 
mind about a road widening scheme ami who knows 
how many others have decided against scene new 
earth raping activity behind dosed doom. 

One of the big things about protest dtes is that 
ilncc you ore occupy mg the area that you Willi to 
save it takes over every thing. This tench to make the 
experience fucking exhausting and intense, The last 
site I lived mi I felt like I was on the job every minute 
cf every day Just when you were about to rebut there 
wore pig-s at the gate or local nutters in the kitchen 
ujid you would hive to get up and sort it out. Despite 
that the alt-encompassing ness of protest sites this is 
still their biggest tum-on for me- On site you know 
that everything you do; whether It’s cooking, clean¬ 
ing. washing up, chopping wood t watching the kids, 
building defences or going on actions, contributes 
towards (he overthrow of die State. Work becomes 
something you want to do and get a buEZ out of. 
Living like that jk just fantastic. There's, same thing 
about living communally combined with eIll- edge of 
confrontation and struggle thai makes u protect site a 


proper autonomous /one and liberated area. Since 
living mi .site takes so much energy, with the defens¬ 
es and p reparations for eviction lending to become 
lhe entire focus of the campaign, nobody hm the 
energy on time to offbtksivdy hit the companies 
involved. On the other hand having a semi-pernio 
nem centre of activity that people can conic to any 
time to help can keep a momentum going. It also 
allows people new to the movement to become mute 
involved quicker. It can take months to gain accep¬ 
tance an an Barth Fitsi! group but, provided you 
muck in, only a matter of days ill a protest sue. 

You have to pm Li lot id energy inlo a protest site 
tie lore you cin get any out* and ilicrc is ail ways the 
danger ihut keeping the site running will become jii 
uphill struggle that leaves mi tiitte to attack the 
enemy or fortify the spaa. Crystal Palace (see pages 
154 and was an object lesson in this ftir many 
of us. Speck) Brew was our undoing. Most sites 
these days have to deal with the demon drank as m 
many activists are heavy drinkers it has become ecu' 
tnil to the culture of protest sites. It s the only thing 1 
really don I lake about site life. It makes us mare vul¬ 
nerable to threats from outside pigs, vigilantes, 
local nutters etc.. It makes ns light amongsi ourselves 
and it causes people whu used ili have a problem 
with drinking to either leave or get sucked back in. 
A% Crystal Pa lace was an urban she this was 
magnified by Local pighead* tluil came to visit. 
Sadly kick ing people on site became an almost daily 
occurrence. We didn’t like doing it but we hud no 
choice, Thau part wai easy but what if lots of other* 
wise hardcore Activists are hi-.- drinkers? What if it’s 
most of the sice? 

At I"..iLive we used to just Jet it slide until ihe com¬ 
munal ureas were filthy. die firewood was damp or 
nonces istefll, the tools were lunched out and no one 
could take it anymore* Then a couple of people 
would have a good shout al anyone they thought wv* 
lunching out. we'd kick out [lit real pi shakers and 
everyone else would get off their attics and clean up, 
chop wruxl and build a big impressive defence. Then 
wc would repeal the on ire prnccsh again. This pat¬ 
tern was familiar to me from campaigns past, 
although It has to he said never in quite such an 
extreme form. We always did gel it together hut □ tert 
of ihe time many of us didn’t think we would. 
Although we put up a damn good Tight in ihv evict ion 
1 can't help thinking that we could have done so 
mlich more for so much less effort if we’d just n?oi 
lunched out in lhe firsi: place- Sobriety would have 
helpetl -it really would 
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"I what H possible when we stand our ground, our common ground, I see forests and grass¬ 
lands filled with masses of flowers and the native birds and wildlife that had long ago disappeared 
from this part of the planet. I see what can be done from the barest beginnings and under the 
most impossible conditions, with hardly any means or resources. Mot by calculating, or waiting 
for the opportune moment, or the big money, or for a conference to confirm what must be done. 

I see what can be done by the power of simply doing it. And as I turn Coward the starkly con- 
trasting Landscape behind me, I see all that is yet to be done ," 1 


Ecological restoration is one ofl the most compelling 
tusk* 11 tut wc face, it wc Lire lo pateh up Use banned 
ermine of life that susniin', us+as well ns renewing our 
own bruised menial ecologies , Successful By remov¬ 
ing the Miiirees of the ongoing destruction will sim¬ 
ply bring us round U> otir flm full realisation of the 
scale of capitalism's ecologically fractured legacy. 
Tbe challenge will be DO steer ourselves to a gentle 
landing:: not only (be linglumoioiis wnrk of de&n-up, 
but the pre-eminent ad vein Lire of re making an idyll 
from the wreckage. This unfolding process holds oot 
the promise of a new accord: alienation banished, 
reconciled with tMirsekves and the world around us. 

One obvious question is: why restore Lit ail? N lieu re 
h resilient, with m immense capacity for recovery, 


so long ns 11 jiura3 processes are given sutfieiem 
space ant) time to opcruic freely. (Even In a hostile 
environment, life still crowds irrepressibly up 
through the tracks.) History is littered wish stories of 
cbe detritus of past empires redeemed by the 
c nefiKH-'hing vegetation* bill McRibben describes 
M an explosion of green" in ihe north-eoswn US after 
farming was largely abandoned in the I c >th century— 
in New York Suite alpite "forest cover... continued 
to grow by more than a million acres a decade 
through l9BtTJ Closer to home, "ihou suiuto of acres 
of woodland sprang up on derelict land in south-easi 
Es*ck hi ihe 1930s and 1940s 11 . 1 

p.mihiing mnuniJ cotonlsiulion and regeneraiutrL 
fit her lhan the artifice of pin rating, is widely 
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Favoured. This will "allow die most appropriate 
Specks 1's>r each location and site to establish and in 
the Jong term will he most likely to develop into 
healthy; biologically diverse woodland ecosystems’’, * 
Conversely* the i! understandable) “human desire to 
see instant results or at least appreciable results with¬ 
in nur lifetime”* risks contriving inferior, 'quick-lix' 
ersatz ecosystems—or quite areas'. 

The desire to leave nature to its own regenerative 
devices is not just sound ecological sense, hut a rea« 
scumble reaction to the depths of conservation's 
mania Tor management. Alter the Great Storm of 
1^7, one organisation blithely proclaimed that 
'Trow arc at great danger from nature*, and another 
lhat "unbs ril positive encouragement jis] given to 
Liwncrs In restore these wmcnN.. Mies will revert lo 
scrub and never recover". 7 Preposterous sum mans 
like "it is importani that woodland is effectively 
ei iuiiiigLid Co ensure tls survival"* seem ItftpriUg rimu 1 
Irom jii insecure need to feel wanted and iodjspcns- 
Lible —\md thus engaging in frenetic busy work lo 
obtain some kind of "therapy through landscape* 
ConscrvatLonisLs often appear to suffer from a pater¬ 
nalist pbiloMsphy of *sp;ue ihe suw Lind spoil the 
tree'. 

Others have u valid objection to any energies 
devoted to restoration„ given the continuing 
omtaught against the vestiges of the natural Ihal stall 
remain — comparing It to ^pamlfingl the kitchen 


cabinets when. the house is on fire". 41 Ainoipt prac¬ 
titioners however, there is a widespread assumption 
that restoration is never a substitute for preserva¬ 
tion—rather Lhat the two should complement one 
another, particularly in a country as devoid of 
healthy cemy seems as nufsJ 1 ' Developers, on the 
other bund, routinely abuse ihe concept of restora¬ 
tion -and the related ‘translocation' 11 —of li.ibitals, 
as a pretext smoothing the way for further destruc¬ 
tion; Talk td 'planning gain\ 'end use', 'miligation" 
und 'exchange Umd* as predicated on the spurious 
assumption that wc can build a belter habitat', os 
good li s new —els if they were just so many inter- 
changeable- parts on a Ford lit assembly line This 
kind of ‘habitat engineering' is reminiscent of the 
environment industry''end of pipe" approach to 
pollution, els applied to physical landscapes rather 
than toxic ehcrnkalis; rejecting any a neon 1 veil lent 
changes to their processes instead concentrating on 
lucrative '"cures’ to treat the problems that in variably 
arise. (DonT forget that the Department of Transport 
(now DETRj is* laughably, die nation's biggest free- 
planter,) PswsLhly one uf the most repellent examples 
of this is English Nature Elbe government's abysmal 
wildlife Watchdog} allowing peal stripping scum 
Levmgton to take whm it can from ihe fantastic 
ThOnx and Hatfield Moors SSSI I Site ol Special 
Scientific Interest I, only to ’restore" them lo about 25 
years" time. L - 
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However, the Ikd nature can and ilm-v bounce 
hack unaided shook! not he cause for complacency. 
Recovery—particularly buck lo its original condi- 
Iten—is not inevitable; nature cun roll with most bm 
noE alt of the punches we throw: "Fares!* precede 
civilisation”, it |$ said, "deserts follow'...The 
[Roman] Empire's North African breadbasket, where 
h(N> ciiluh unci' nourished. is now a desert, as arc the 
fmm that were (he breding grounds of Buinibfil R s 
elephants,’*** There is a place for human Agency in 
lifer work of remnnunm- 

Why Restore? 

N Whether nr HO! a dcvitslutd area recovers depend* 
on n number oE conditions, Most fundujm'nlally, the 
she heeds its original toptoil.., rf the tpp horizon [of 
the toil] is tillered—by adding chemicals, ploughing 
or planting crops-—a different kind of vegetation 
emerges when the site is abandoned^- lint if neither 
fertiliser* nor crops are intmduccd, even heavily 
used areas can return to die condition of nearby 
undisturbed areas."!* IJnl'ortLmaEely for us, since at 
lease virtually all of lowland Britain- (and much 

of the uplands) has been subjected to substantial soil 
‘modification \ h may seem odd to define this as a 
pmhlem, but huge tracts of onr countryside are suf¬ 
fering from Vulraphication“. or excessive fertility— 
either m a result of direct application of chemicals, 
nr indirectly fell on adjoining land through ‘drift 1 of 
the chemical s. “The intensity of the seed rain (from 
? once rich country side) is much diminished, and 
though the seed hunk in the toil may he long dived 
for some species, decades of herbicide and inorganic 
fertiliser use have mmsfarmed soils m make a return 
to the previous norm difficult without m helping 
itodr.ii 

While muimd regeneration may? in lime, make 
gund some of Ehe losses, without any remedial i riser* 
ventinn—including drastic mens ores such as actual- 
|y stopping the topsoil 1 *—we might find ourselves 
locked into an intractable spiral of decline. An cam¬ 
ple of this “defer!ihsing L work—perhaps better 
described as rebabilitaiLon than restoration —is die 
'haomampaluitan' practised on ihf Norfolk Broads 
to reduce accumulated phosphate pollution and the 
ACCCHnpimying algal blooms. 1 ' Such intervention has 
teen described us a “kicksmrt" approach* 1 -—striving 
nut to prejudice its future: direction, but setting nature 
hack down on the launch pad, to go it* ow n way, 

1.nuked al more broadly, onr restoration efforts 
may at least help by “undoing the constraints our 
mdustriuhsin, haw placed upon [future]\t* For 


Instance. while artificially straightened rivers tend 
to * recover’ natural ly^ n this can't always be retied 
upon: extensive work was carried out on the A fan 
Ogwen (which L Vescmbled a land drainage channel, 
not ihe Welsh river it once was") in Snowdonia in 
1908* because "the natural... regime of the river had 
not shown any indication of being able to repair iiself 
from the degradations'.- 31 i Sec ihe profile of the 
R iver Restoration O&iure in ihe Restoration Rmmdtip 
seel ion, p. I St)) Rivers and l heir floodplains have 
Rued m badly as the sue]; there- is a powerful case for 
reversing our ubiquitous drainage works, aeid rein- 
si li ting coherent hydrological regimes* in "wfaut rmiti 
have Iteen a gloriously wei natural Undacapc' 'h—aa 
kmg U wc can keep the ague (malaria) at hay this 
lime? (See RSPR Reed bed Creation profile in 
Rrifcrraff&tt NtmmfofK p. I HE.) 

The scanty (semi) namral areas that we do zbil 
enjoy are in anything but robust shape—ill “equipped 
to absorb Hie threats that fuinre change and upheaval 
might bring. Much ot conservation is dedicated lo 
shoring up these wobbly, fragmented habitat 
islands—atomised, overcrowded life rafts* whose 
speck?; are being inexorably worn down by 'biogeo- 
graphical attrition^) As the National Trust’s Rah 
Jan tun explains, "each unit of habitat lost foul side] 
makes the (ecological | communities op the Truhi s 
properties that much mure vulnerable co external 
change",^ L An injury to all is an injury to one' —for 
example, other ‘resetvoir' populations are le^ Avail¬ 
able Co ball oui local exi&itriiofiH.^ Probably the most 
Critical challenge cantonting the fragments In their 
already weakened and susceptible stale is that of cli¬ 
mate change 3 *—or more correctly, ihe accelerated 
volatility of the ‘broken ibcrmoffUkT effect.’ 1 As cli¬ 
mate change brings the crisis of fragmentation to a 
hfiid. now more than ever tliu agenda not only should 
be,, bin must lie one of “‘restorailon, enhancement and 
expansion,?. rather than just trying lo harm [the envi¬ 
ronment] krsV"**—‘joining up the dots 1 to ulkrw for 
migration in the face of rapidly changing conditions. 
11 is not just tiie physical movement of individtuls 
and specie* that is at strike here, but opportunities for 
the exchange of unique, locally adapted genetic 
material, which have been so tong constrained; basic 
genetic diversity is the ultimate insurance policy 
Against unpredictable changed 
[n & country— like Britain—plagued with an 
advanced state ol ecological decomposition, what 
might be termed ‘emergency wart) 1 or "basket awe' 
conservation also becomes very important— this is, 
perhaps literally, 'clutching at straws'. Et can cover 
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particular nrjjutrta— eg. |htf Caledonian pine fiircsS of 


the Hi^hlftiKb (Glen Aflific and Abcmclhy profiles in 
Rtstomikm Roundup, |>. 174 and 179), or the native 
woodlands of Orkney and Shetland (Orkney profile 
in Anijiffuj?, p, IK4j — where (he habitat is at such a 
perilously low ebb thus Li is losing its grip on the cliff 
L'lige, and may nix Currently he able in 'help ilsdf. 
It can also imcompa^s country-wide habitat types 
(and indeed species) whose near or 1 1 >[;nI absence 
leaves a jarring gap in Che conlinuum of I he land¬ 
scape. To pul E li few nwam out of the huu the fol¬ 
lowing imp In fu ll ifilei lJus ealegory: I he natural ina¬ 
ctions oi woodland uji lo and beyond dir (recline 
(CvriAwi Wildwood prolife, p. I75h flooded or 
"carr 1 form (Gwen Pinch Wetland Reserve prohlc. 
p. 1:76), lowland vutley mires," 1 and so on. 

One ftiufl not overlook l be inward and social 
dimensions of ecological restoration ihey may 
even be its moil cmciat imributfit, li bs at (he lease a 
staEcuicnl of intern. Without getting ton carded liw uy 
with a mm of our collective power, rertoralkw is 
ripe with die liberal me. even alchemical, promise oi 
truns format ion—finding its material expression in 
our immediate surroundmgs, It offers isn exhilarating 
taste of Chat most dangerous commodity; lio|V, and u 
way out; there's everything in play fist, all bets me 
off. As ever, when people are truly able Co make I heir 
world—even the lintc-sl little scrap—ihe grinding 
malaise of destruction and loss begins io dissipaic, 
prospects for creation ami renewal rebound, and 

i m prison Lug notions of 'human nature" go out die 
window. By getting to grips — down miilI dirty — with 
ilicti conn non patch, so rarely permuted except 
under the auspice^ of goVcmmcnl and industry, the 
barren and hostile emt become convivial hpace. We 
can begin to explore the link* between conservation 
and conversation, between re-creation and mere- 
ation. As Che Mai tote Kcsiomc Lon Council cime lo 
realise in Northern California* '“through engaging 
with the fundimental processes ol a particular place, 
we might difcovo die appropriate models for our 
own activities and organisation".^ The restorer 
restored; die doing (praxis) is as important us the 
done (:ic\ never 'dcme' J. Tara Gumclt writes of I he 
'emboldening 8 effect of, in this case, urban farmings 

ii can "siimuJate a sense of common ownership and, 
in doing so, spur a cerise of community into exis¬ 
tence. This community may then move on to further 
collective e»cfjan l>JZ + .i During the riots in Ben well, 
Newcastle in lhe early iWOs. (he "sense ol owner¬ 
ship of the Park | which they had created] by ihc local 
community became very apparent.,. Many houses 
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and I he local pub were humi. bin the N ature Park— 
riIi;t in lhe centre -wai unlouched". 31 

There is also an upimenl for elToit* to maintain 
the rich. Characteristic culiund—ur 'VenlaLutar' — 
landscapes, whose ^patterns m parhculur places were 
anted locally by the daily work of ordinary peu 
pie" 1 . 34 While requiring potentially problematic 
'management". tltey developed, al least in part, to 
siicisfy Local subsistence needs from It teal means, in 
ihc absence ol today's iiaiioii.il und global economy. 
In view of ihc pressing need so Wctul Ourselves oil 
pelRKThemical dependence, and to avoid KOmping 
our ecological footprints across the globe 15 , hubuah 
like orchards, reedheds. perhaps coppice, cie.. could 
have n lot to tench us. In con [unction w ith more 
recent techniques *uch as pcrrmieuliure. ihey could 
rejuvenate our sorely depicted skills base, and thus 
our own resilience and aulomumy.^ 

Conservation 

and the Control Complex 

Conservation baa been described as ht a unique enter¬ 
prise in which industry expands os the resource 
diminishes, and there is iwpioduci'V 1 In tins respect 
1 1 i> u qumtessenrially "po.st-modicrn 1 industry, and 
trunscrvadortisis are masEem of 'nan'L. l- work' [Work 
abiui w-oriH ceaselessly networking and strategic- 
ing within the 'charmed circle 1 of accredited hud- 
ie&—and white '"ever mure effort hus gone lino con- 
gorvalion of nature... ever greater toss and destruc¬ 
tion have occurred"* When considered in historical 
Context, the actual effect of most restoration efTorks us 
ujily to replace ihc- lust with the new—Importing no 
L ncl gam H . Al besl. depending on tire vagaries of ihe 

ecu. . ii iv a bolding u|tcnmun managing the 

crisis, knife-edge siabilising of the rale of dee line. 
By virtue of being k hou-political' realists, eunseiva- 
timiisls are oi'enurse anylhing bill Refusing lu w res¬ 
ile with the explosive questions of power relations, 
land ownership and distribution, they are forced iu 
rely upon the fruitless "voluntary prifxfipkf. and Its 
'unholy trinity of Incentives, policy and guidance— 
ihiLi beseeching, red-uLirpec trottowd for any 
landowner gracious enough to change their ways. 

SV.M. Adams argues tlial it is an anadiema io 
many CQftrtn r utioniffi* to consider Idling nature go", 
and that "caution about the abandorunene of land is 
piinly about the loss of control. Much of our conser¬ 
vation is based very precisely on the idea of ecm- 
tmr , . 5ti He likens it to "gardening on a vast scale" 4 * 
"lawn order', At time*, conservadoni^ seem far 
more fti-rgivirig of eeonomie growth than scrub 
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and using them cculflgiai* have interpreted ecologi¬ 
cal change ns working like a mtxktn industrial con¬ 
sumer society,.. [leaving] conservation with » strung 
legacy of an msijumcritjllisl view of mature,.. fundi 
naiure as system"- 4J 

Bui ft's not quite ibis ^iruighlfarward. Traditional 
ways of "working 5 the Land did it least enable some 
■ mmml value to endure intact. Inicnsiflcalion un the 
oiher hand bus meant she disappearance of even tlie 
commonplace^ und a situation in which ihusc ureas 
which are Varied' for wildlife—like reserves—otten 
have "hio natural environ mens lefs in between 
them"/ 1 The archaic and unproductive 1 1930s agri¬ 
culture ihii conservationists praetke" 4 * 1 Inis become 
increasingly til it: tutted from the rest til she country- 
si Lie. Hence therc m a tension in conservation, On die 


growth—-lalMc/: laire for capital ism. rteru tolerance 
for wild nature. (Maybe it is the only ihmg over 
which they can exercise control in this society.] 
Wildness must be quarantined -1 or taken into pruicc- 
live custudy- kepi in iis place and made, literally, 
H manage-able'- The ferocity with which they fall 
upon scrub raises suspicions thai il is it displuceiTieui 
activity—anything to divert aliens ion from the 
uncomfortable realisation that 'You can't restore 
your way out of a Social rulaiionship/ Habitat loss 
has come primarily through .sticia] factors, and can 
poly iruly be made gL h.nJ by social mjisFonnmum— 
eii ki by swimming against the tide with more acute 
jillI technically proficient land management pm 
gnimmes, 

CUmscrvationisti are incorrigible planners; partly 
ihimigh necessity, as fragmentation demands an 
ever more detailed and complex knowledge of the 
remaining ImUlHle] irUereM " 1 arid ilm^.uihILlcv, .mi 
cvflT mum specialist asid tines irmecewlbk wofiervu- 
lion, reduced t» a technical question. ConsinuiLLly 
sharpening management (oo)> ri not a bad thing in 
itself, but does seem part of the quest for she holy 
grail of the perfect plan", balancing every conceiv¬ 
able ucclS, as which pojnl everything will fall neatly 
into place, Al wont, is smacks of the hubris of the 
technocrat, inhabiting un ordered. predictable and 
empirical universe—"the tyranny of the meuhur- 
tWe T —and a reluctance to admit to uncertainty and 
doubt—'Then.- *irc more tilings in heaven and earth 
than u re dreamed of in your management ptun' , Nos 
being armed with a plan ts to go fluked and exposed 
irrtii the wiskhJ. 

Murkcl values periucuic the cunsetViilkifkist world* 
view; '“Front economics have eoifle words and ideal 
*ucfo as forsKiueers\ ’consumer r and Efficiency'. 


one bllKl them is. ati impetus to detach land from tat 
leasts the modem, intensive form of econtnnic circu¬ 
lation, Thus there is an implied critique uf economic 
practices; both because, tut a practical level, constr- 
vadonlsU arc only too well aware of the way in 
which they thwart and frustrate ihetrbcsl efforts, and 
philosophically, because of a sense of nature as 
being, at hears, unussimilable: other thau and perhaps 
diametrically opposed to the economy, On the other 
liand, conservaltonsils pursue a strategy of safe¬ 
guarding and justifying ecologicul value by assign- 
mg economic value! the mil wagging the dog?): pric¬ 
ing. Or “enclosing’, everything ihut moves fund sonic 
dial doesn't}—running around with a butterfly net 
and a bur cotkr 4T From this perspective tlic problem 
is not the market itself, but those things lhac hang in 
valueless Limbo ouMdc hi. They must lie remeorpo- 
fLiteik if only by being enclosed within a policy 
framework. 

As well as being sell-serving squealing lot more 
snout-spa cc in the government trough. I he billowing 
quote illustrates this welt: “Neglect is a real issue, 
because the heathlaflds play no real role in any eco¬ 
nomic system and arc simply not cored for. What is 
needed is better funding of conservation schemes 
wliich will enable owners and managers to produce 
I he environmental goods that society now 
demands “ ■** 

Farming for Wildlife, 

Farming of Wildlife 

The crisis now ufflicliug forming is the spectre 
hail Piling cotwervafion. Their banal big idea, in 
response lo ihe looming problem* triggered by over- 
prododion, liberalisalion of world trade under the 
GATT Treaty and to on. is lo reform The EU** 
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mentally rcgu la;E i n,g such natural processes- -perhaps 


'teaming lo Id gc\ 

The orthodox modd of nature emphasised pn. 1 - 
diclnbllily and eonlmtuty. Change did figure- In the 
equation, but only us pan of m orderly and inex¬ 
orable progression, with each stage in the succession 
obligingly laying down die Conditions for (he next, 
until it achieved a stable equilibrium—-n relatively 
J steady-MLite' (revealing icnnl^'l cl i mux vegetation 
tike woodland'This is of course at least in port a 
cultural construct, reflect mg the political duriale out 
of which ii sprang ils much m it dies nature, 1 lie ihe- 
nry “was strongly footed in Darwinian ideas of bio^ 
logical evolution h and spin-ntl ideas of social 
progress' redolent of a lime of "eternal verities', 
a naturally ordained and fixed social order mid a lin¬ 
ear and cumulative conception of Dilatory. Humanity 
was perched in its rightful place atop ihc evolution* 
stry Srec—the 'Crown of Creation", or “climax 
species’—with Che imputed hierarchy in nauire serv¬ 
ing to endorse the ranking of classes and races with¬ 
in Immunity itself. 

However, we now find that “climax, like ihe hori¬ 
zon, may be a useful concept, hul it... can never he 
reached.. when ecologists examined climax vegchi- 
iion (heir studies were up^ct by disiuibancc. It soon 
became uleur that disturbance wm not an exception, 
a temporary upset* hut a central pan of ihu ecology 
of u hubliaL"^ Disturbance. from gra^ifig. wiodblow, 
fire. Hooding, erosion and a host of other factors, is 
perpetually disrupting "Hu: progression tow nrds ihe^ 
orelieal clLmM Uw , reseating ihc dock back. In a 
sen*e, "there is no beginning and there is no end"— 
ifs all process -on open-ended quest ion. U has been 
pointed out (hat people respond to events rather than 
Processes—panicularly in spectacular society, where 
social phenomena ore prised lt*osc from fheir context 
mill! reproduced an disembodied >uid ruyslalying 
'cvcnlV. (Conversely, ecology is, if nothing else, ihc 
story of Contort— ihc LinEtihcsis of spectacular prime - 
ni^J Looked at in this kg hi, nature reserves—man¬ 
aged m frozen moments in ecological time—repre- 
sen! sound hftc or 'event* habdintx. 

This new-found Bute for disturbance and uncer¬ 
tainty has led ecologists away from "nature sls a well- 
behaved deterministic syslerrf FTJ towards ^instability, 
disorder, a. shi fling world ot upheaval and change 
that h us no direct Ion to it"™ (Mao's ■pcnreancnl rev¬ 
olution 1 , perhaps ?ij .Since “aulonomy Is I now] 
viewed as a fundamental characteristic of "reap 
nature”' it tends lo operate as more s^f ^'n game ihan 
a control I able ay slem" V ; Thin suggest (Missihilitjes 


of el more gratifying. "sensuous" character to human¬ 
ity"* interactions wiih nature- as u 'player within the 
game", not uri engineering outsider—-whose role 
might be lo "’comtrve ihe capacity of nature to re¬ 
create ii-seirv 8 I 

Disturbance ihe engine (if ecological variety in 
the landscape, preventing those species that would 
dominate under (eg.) a closed canopy climax having 
It nil their own way. There is what might be called & 

dialectic' between structure (such as the canopy) 
and disturbance here: "Tens little disturbance leads io 
dominance of a few strong competitors. while u 
heavy disturbance regime faa in musi of Britain) is 1 
tolerated only by a few hardy spcdeH,'"^ Our hesi hei I 
could be the supremely difficult practice of faithful- j 
ly emu luting the effect* of natural disturbance—ihc 
conundrum of "planning lor chance', VWt'vc already 
bean unknowingly engaged in a form of this for cen¬ 
turies: kt As die original wildwood became cleared 
und fragmented* disturbance from management grad¬ 
ually itKik over from natural disturbance. ri which 
can no! operate on I he small scale". However, this 
supplanting of natural processes by management 
represenl.s a coarsening and si mpi ilk abort—only 
"some of the aitrihutn-s of natural diJiturhEinec [have] 
eontanued'^'i—ihe £ Heels of our management have 
been BOO uniform. and some crucial components 
have lid kin by the wayside. 

What Are We Missing? 

""The ecological effect of mwrt woodland manage¬ 
ment is to artificially remove the laic mature and 
decaying elements Of tile regerieralion cycle 1 '"*, 
including the dead wood "which accounts for MW of 
ihe tiinher in old forestund is M o«ie of the two or 
three greatest resources oi the woodland habitatV 
WlihnuE ihls t we miss out on live "healthy Am gal 
llora j which | contribute* significantly to ihe ecolog¬ 
ical health of I he wood" 1 *, by breaking the dead 
wochE lJowo nnd making its nutrients aval (able to 
other [jlurih. As Hambler and Spcighl point out, a 
whopping “70% ol the energy How thmugh a terres¬ 
trial ecosystem is through the decomposer commuiii- 
including fungi, tn our woodlands, this flow is 
blocked. 

Another vital clemcni is one ihnt many of ns only 
saw for ihc firs! lime after ihe 1987 storm: the ""pit 
and mound 1 ' topography formed by ihc upended ruot 
plaics of toppled trees, which eEtn cover "14 — 50% 
or the forest floor in some uiuriariLLged American 
woods' 1 .^ Ordinarily, rain leuches niitrieuiA away 
from an imdisiurhed %m\\ surface. The upLumed 
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ttw* instead iarn Mild mix the 
soil, bringing nutrient* hiiirk 
up let tlie surface and encour¬ 
aging plaint germination— 
acting is "an added degree of 
soil rejuvenation*. 

According Up Tony 
Wh i [bread, 1 *wood Ennd Mi Is 
would am mu u rally farm, 

.layer on layer. wiihout.,. 
fsue h j ml y i lag,"" 7 Depri veil 
of such intrinsic features us 
theme, wlm eat i now imagine 
the cmmlng rtehnens and 
vlbniney Eli hi olir countryside 
lacks? 

Finally, then are ihc '’cen¬ 
times"— Twilight /<ines + 
where a pal cue of hubituis 
melt seamlessly into and out 
■csl one another, in a kind of 
hybrid isi ng. 11 M n ny species 
rely on uhisj mterfuLe 

between one habitat anti 
another"** 1 , but not only do Comnr)unfty Forests. 

roods* intensive farming, etc, dismember thus deli- 
cate habitat continuum. fluid “change is often pre- 
vented by miinagL'inent as Well. For example, 
"ihcre may be a sharp huundury between a wood and 
li hay meadow. Scrub Invasion, left unchecked, 
would loom overwhelm the meadow, but the regime 
ihi;n resist* it eliminates the ccolnne instead. Such 
harsh zmsthm often the only way to preserve 
habitat fragments, hut Leave* no room for naiural 
process's to operate It is difricutl Lo manage for 
cetHones yi . cmtilanaEie as they are of a dynamic, 
supple ianditeapa of 11 u*" — which leaves us with a 
straight choice beiween 'zoning* and 'pftKxss\ 
Zoning causes the pattern of habitats to Ossify, in a 
kind of hahitiii nxluciionisnf. 

Work, and olher 'socially polluting' alienated 
activities, uan be seen as a "habitat i rug menm turn' of 
ihc time of our lives; with ‘management 1 leading to 
/uning— lim 3li l i li t disjunctions—and eliminating 
soft-edged ccoione*, As Andre CJorz says,, ’"The w r ay 
our -space is arranged carries 00 the disiniegration of 
people that begins with the division of labour in I he 
factory. It cuts a prison info slices, it cuts our time, 
our life, into separate slices " 11 - If yon don't believe 
me. think about how your lunch hour feels iassuming 
you lire still allowed one), of the slow, ominous 
countdown of b Sunday night. 


The National Forest 
and the Community 
Forests—Managing 
People and Nature 

The National Forest, I he 
twelve Community Forests, 
mid the activities of the 
Ground W ink orgu ria sal ion 
(see Wren 1 * Nest Estate 
prolilc in "KeHtorutiorii 
Roundup 11 ) era ull example* 
of a 'restoration' which i\ us 
much concerned with the 
niuimgemern of people m ii 
is of ualuie The National 
Forest, which ilms i«u create 
u ih mu 1 1 1 - pur pose tore sfc * 
over 300 square miles of ihc 
Midlands, secs Li self as HH n 
model of ‘suMaiauihlc devel¬ 
opment M, . w The Community 
Fure.sts urc situated on ihe 
urban fringe of major 
screen/ns industry English towns, subscribe lo 

ihe same multi- function forestry framework, and 
ctmstitute,. ullegedlyp "the most significant dDVinn- 
mcnial programme io be launched in Briiain (his cen¬ 
tury M , w Prcity much ft* you'd expect, they are there¬ 
fore cmp. Umh kinds of "forest' have ihe superficial¬ 
ly laudable goat of increasing Bi iiLiLii h spethetie aver* 
age tree cover of 7 % to around 3 fWf in their area. 
However. 'multi-purpose forestry' is such that one of 
ihem uciually ibought ii necessary to remind itself 
ihat 'Trees will play a vllally important role in 
achieving ihc community forest" ** 

So puny are most of their new woodlands ihfct ihcy 
deserve lo 1 ^ known m ‘Tun-sized"’ woods—in hon¬ 
our of the unsatisfying ami \ myth mg bul" MiTS Bar 
of ihe moo nante. v ' Ii seems to be a case of drawing 
lines on a mnp and designating 'publicity' or "policy 
toresL*'. composed of 'enterprise glades'™. the mod- 
cm, day hurcuuc nil's equivulcm of the tree Cess "Deer 
Forests" of ScultLsh feudalism. (There's no shortage 
of CbureaUCfitic) dfiidwoud. in iliuse forests.) Since 
the objective is to '"improve ihc image"'**. one gets 
the impress joii that iftey would be as conic n( with 
just ihc "early Impression of forest cover' 1>J as with 
the real McCoy—so long as ihings are seen to Ik.- 


“rhe true agenda of Groundwork and ihe various 
forest* is one of ‘regeneration" Mini "rcclamaiion 1 , Hy 
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the casual, service sector—w’here. doubtless, we'll 


4inil large they m superimposed on die former 
strongholds of heavy industry m ibe Midlands and 
i he Nnnh—those areas most badly abused by and 
I hen, in 1 he ! 4ti<ds P abandoned by capita] ism. Ji is 
about "managing change' SlJJ —lining cnees as a device 
hi bring unsvghliy derelict land' hack into economic 
circulation, and addressing agricultural overprodue- 
cinri through farm 'diversification L mlo thresEiy and 
leisure. Ii is about iryiug to ensure a smooth imnsi- 
tmn to flic postmodern Service' or "infonnutioif 
economy, where the iniaugable environmental goods 
and quality of lilt" issues arc pans mount—eg. is at 
the new "Birth Centre’", near Doncaster, In iltc 
National Forest* "this regon tinted coalfield land, 
which provided ibe local community with jobs in the 
past, will serve them in other wop in ihc future by 
providing recreational facilities, wildlife habitats and 
an attractive landscape." 10 * U is about tailoring a 
1Ee\ihle h 'multi-tasking" landscape for a flexible 
economy—the (relative) solidarity of the old heavy 
industries giving way to the (retail ve) ammisaiion of 


atl work in "partnership"'. 

The Red Rom? Forest (Maiiuhe.muri claim r in u p:Lr- 
tkalarly howling non-scquilur, that "economic, envi¬ 
ron mental and social regeneration cannot proceed 
without OiU: another'- tfM Providing “an attractive 
environment in which business con flourish' 1 ™ j* Uie 
Forests' main weapon m the mad. begging-howl 
scramble to attract inward investment, giving them 
";l competitive advuEiiage over competitor areas'" 
ite. —a pitiful 'Pretty please 1 lo developers. Because, 
more than any thing else, “ihis forest menus husj- 
ness” 1 ^. if ail goes according to plan these *fo«iLi' 
might actually end Lip more heavily developed than 

before; “where., !planning] policies allow fm 

increased industrial development, a high quality 
landscape can be a valuable lirst step m urt ares's 
revindication [sle]." ltFl As well as having their office 
premises or surplus vile* toned up—what the Mersey 
3 'uiesi lliI Is “m.- rceis| lng| industry" |t “. or landscaping 
as physical PR usually at public expense, it offers 
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another more subtle service ti> business. This in the 
philanthropic advantage' I hut comeis when you 'dis¬ 
play ynur envimnniemal credcnlials", tie! piny to 
‘“gencrine goodwill... |and| raise.prtKJuct and 
brand awareness"" Thus we have Manchester 
2 Airport supporting a ui flirt* new tree pi timing pm- 
gromme—mutchud with ‘hiartgionur Bolhn Valley 
wecdelup^, no doubt—through the 1 Manchester 
Aviation Tree Challenge 1 . and s«nctinii*nioiis noises 
nhom the "impcuiitfU pun Itkii ms piny I in reduc¬ 
ing greenhouse guse* and global warming . 1111 * 1 
Nor have die older, mule classically industrial uses 
epiirely gone away, Groicsque ‘planning yarn' :md 
'enduse' scamslire rife:"Mining wdl continue lobe 
j major activity wtlhin Use Forest... The case for 
(minerals) development is certainly strengthened it 
lire developer ean show a benefit to ihc National 
Fctran ." 111 At BfOMawfl in the Greenwood 
L Community Forest (Nottinghamshire), "opencast 
mining operations K will in the topsy-turvey world 
these people inhabit, "ultimately Ibring] - about 


economic and environmental bcneflUT:: a new wood¬ 
land nf Id hectares which will "provide an attractive 
backdrop" for a “new employ me til she of & 
hectare h"\h- (This is presumably ibe kind Of tiling 
they have m mind when they talk of—in 
Oroii nd work 1 s words—" i ntcgrmi ng the econom y 
and the environment”.. 11 ’) 

'Community', 'Partnership' 
and All That Jazz 

All of this—particularly in the case of 
C a win rnJwork—comes robotically decked out m odi¬ 
ous communitwiin jargon. Mich as Makdiolding’ f 
Vapavdy building 1 * ‘wro tolerance' i control ting 
‘ ant i - *oc ini beh b v iou r fc s hroug h e pi vi non me mal 
design^*), 'participation' and 'partnership 1 . Iv is con¬ 
sistent with Blfliriie h big lent' politic*—nubsuming 

most potential opponents and marginalising those 
that won t be co-oplcd 11 - The insidious weed of 
'partnership** wdh Lis mho! her mg, spurious consen¬ 
sus (like being iovc bombed 1 )* seems to be spring- 




m 


Dp oi CHe Volets from the ecological resistance No, B 




































tng up everywhere nowadays ’Partnership’ menda¬ 
ciously supposes 1N=li we all come to die table Lis 
equals, and, convenient I y, Ihat we =tll bear a shared 
responsibility for what Ilus gone wrong—niLvty, dis¬ 
ruptive blame and di^dsion must not iuirude on 
these maiure deliberations. Class imtl other power 
differentials are submerged in the bland, ostensibly 
classless interest in "saving the planet.' (a ’union 
saette )—-political questions me re f ramed els dispas- 
sionoic technical ones the quest for the 'perfect 
plan' again, It's just u new way—iheLr latest 
wheeze—lor u.v io get .screwed, "The cleverly con- 
smjcted notion of\u*tuiiijiNe development" with Its 
emphasis on harmonious ocmjtcrk&us in decision-unk¬ 
ing; combined with the incorporation of the envuoro 
meni into the market system, has dissipated the 
imperative that ctivinonmcniaj deterioration CMice had 
for social and political change," 11 * 

Community"—partnership's medium—seems to 
he the elusive Philosopher's Stone of 4 9Qs policies: 
itie supreme value l*cfore which- irrespective of 
political persuasion—wic must all prostrate our¬ 
selves. (Interestingly, the lerm is most commonly 
used either where it patently does not exist—eg. "the 
business,'international^ the runil 'community' 
Of the Countryside March—or w here it is in some 
way threatened or in question—eg. L die black...\ 
'the gay, /) 

Groundwork constantly brag of their presence in 
depressed, L no go" areas there Is more than a hint of 
the 'community development' troops being paru- 
chuted in: “Throughout (he western world Males are 
chaniLi; termed hy one of the two sy mbols of control in 
capitalist .society: the [sink or the community work¬ 
er". 111 The ‘environmental k focus of the work also 
serves 10 hicate tine community's problems squarely 
within its own physical fabric, raihcr than us emu* 
hating from wider, structural forces as if by simply 
beautifying the area, you wilt ‘beautify 1 ihe social 
relationships cJini people experience. 

The 'partnership and 'participation' mnsi only 
extend so far. The Communities must mol realise loo 
uppity a sense of their own strength— which is to say. 
truly become u community—or the development 
workers and their political mastciS might become 
expendable. In ihc same way that capitalism, from 
lhe 1920s on, had to ^simultaneously,.. encourage 
und repress ihc 'crvimori ^dissatisfaction 1 TP o* jf it 
wa* to shift iisi surplus goods* this ^community 
development" must simultaneously unleash and rein 
in empowerment Like derelict land, ‘derelict’ com¬ 
munities are brought hack inlo economic circulation, 


and lheir members enlisted in 'gilding Lhtrir cage'. j 
forget building the SiluMJaniils' hacienda, mate—1 
you don't w [int to do at like dial—this is budding the 
"strategic hamlet'. 

Local communities are deployed els proxies—a 
cost-elfectivc means of delivering the desired 
results.^ | E] ^ hidden subsidy to industry. we do the 
dirry work of cleanup up the 'externalilies' chey 
leave behind. Working in partnership with local 
authorities and businesses. Community Forests bar 
ness the eommiEnlenl aiut enthusiasm of local peo¬ 
ple* mobilising them to regenerate their aresTja 
(Oooh, ti sounds so- good since you put at like ihafj 
Paul Goon (appropriately) of the goverurncnii 
'English PmnrR’JTships congratulates ti round work on 
“their im rival led nhility lo coord inale IucelI commit' 
uiiifftu, engender enthusiasm and deliver the goods at 
excel lent value for money.It echoes Paulette 
Ooudgc s comment on Third World: aid, that " sus^ 
tainablc development' no I Linger refers Ed preserving 
the environment!. il now means developments that 
communities can ftntncklly sustain 
themselves"’--—ihc 'polluted pays' principle. 

In ccatrat to ihc economy \ 'flexible landscape", 
in which we are obliged to accept the toss of rher- j 
tshed feaiures, as decreed, 'heritage’ is constructed 
as ei reassuring beacon of stability—-'thnl which is 
forever England'. Tliere is a lens ion between Ihc fre¬ 
quent appeals to such sentiments of a 'common' her- 
huge’ f our' patch k eiiuI otherwise jealously guarded 
properly tights. It only becomes ’ours' when it suits 
them -we only get to inherit their cut nil dregs, and 
must be suitably grateful when granted ihui much, 
iMarty of ihe Groundwork mid Community Forest 
sites are, for instance, former chemical waste dumps 
Lind land!Ills.) Perhaps ihc residents of ihc Amazon 
will one day he exhorted to restore 'their 1 forest*, 
when it has finalty been lagged out for tremendous 
private gain. 'Bottom up" is employed to correct the 
miserable fuilures of lop down 1 '. However they 
choose to luliel Ehe Nude it always tastes tike shit—■ 
Instead, we must choose "praxis' over "proxy 1 B 
According to Ulrich Bock, the ecological move- 
tnenc is nrn much "an environmental movement 
but 13 sociiiL, iJiwurLl movement which utilises 
’nature’ as a parameter for certain question*."^ 
While one can quibble wiih his distinction between 
ihc ""environment ul and ihe "social”, basically 
there s a lot ol miLh Id Ihis view, Pcrhwps the major 
revolutionary contiibuejon of environ tncntuiUrn (in 
the hroidest possible sense) is in exploring inmies of 
conind over space, the ways in which its use is cur- 
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rently determined, and ihc way* in whkh those use?, 
con be radically tmufonned. Ilicsc ps^tdon^ nwy 
lubvc assumed ;s gremer relative importance in ifecnt 
yearn, given the seeming decline tif the power 10 
organise and act in the workplace. Like 'Ihc Street 
Party of sired parlies' ,| '+. nur very firsE need, (the 
one which prefigures mid mokes possible the rcdi>- 
covery of all our myriad other need * h is for "a place 
Lit which people Jean| gather a common grinind— 
and toe us their intention* on things lhal could 
improve Che qualify of iheir literal existence* and 
that of wildlife" IB The act—cf occupying a place 
und remaking it as a space used for Imeraetk® and 
renewal—is an answer its many of our questions in 
itotfir. Rettoratlon can he hume$sed to mukc ibc 
world safe for capital—by replenishing the regions 
whose pnfirtabilhy it httti oxhinisietl—■or cun create 
something which is inimical lo ii^ head^troiig corn- 
numiiieH flavouring their own inn me re source fulness. 
When asked how people might s|iend their time after 
the revolution. Marcuse replied thal "Tlfe will tear 
down ihc big cities and build new guests—who;se 
"'districts.^ could correspond Do the whole spectrum 
[if diverse feelings Chat one encounters by chance in 
everyday life " 127 , multi furious nefarious 'space in 
which hitherto unrequited lives und blighted poten¬ 
tial might at Lust Eitid expression, freed from the 
monncultural diclaW of capiial We are a very Long 
way from that now, but wherever we see “the restora¬ 
tion of whole ecosystems ami die empowerment of 
communities together'" 1 us ulltin: beckons, and we 
are another ^Eep closer. 
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Restoration Round-up 


1 


This Is not m exhaustive survey of the ecological restoration projects taMng place in the UK, nor 
is it intended to be. Wales and the West Country are pretty much unrepresented, and Scotland 
is over represented and there's probably a Sussex bias tool Fears, over the disappearance of 
Scotland's "Great Wood of Caledon 1 have built up a real head of steam in recent years, and this 
has translated into both a high level of activity and the existence of various umbrella organisa¬ 
tions, which makes it a tot easier to find out what h s actually going on P Without being compter 
ly representative, this Roundup is meant to act as an introduction to the huge range of restora* 
tion work-some good, some not so good currently underway. Hopefully it will be a useful 
resource to help you get involved with those projects that you find most Inspiring -or better still, 
set up your own I (The featured projects are listed in no particular order-and for any number- 
crunchers (minm, tasty!) out there, to convert acre figures Into hectares, divide by 2.471 „} 


Wealden Wildwood 

'Imagine being able In visit before you die a wilder- 
ness m lowland Britain 1 — Tuny Whitbread. Sussex 
Wildlife Try M J This h a proposal for a 5-10,000 
heel Eire ^ tear-natural forest" in she Weald of West 
Sussex—gradually filling in ihe gups, between two 
odslinj, largely un managed woodland reserves, by 
encouraging ftfrichcre to sake their low-grade agricul¬ 
tural I.Liid oul of produelum,, und allowing natural 
regervefation to take over. The emphasis will he cm 
giving natural processes free rein, through w inti blow, 
erosion, grazing herbivores, and so on. Some graz¬ 
ers—eg. wiki boar or pigs. and hardy feral entile and 
horse*! las in the New Forest* or Holland's amazing 
OusEVaaixlersplaSsen reserve)—will have SO he innro- 
duccd. and u I Sowed to develop natural herd stn.ie- 
uires* It is to he hoped thru the project will begin to 
prugitsh from ils current "vision 1 stage towards lush 
reality In die near future. 

Susses Wildlife Trust 
Woods Mill 
N* Heniktd 
West Sussex BN5MSIJ 
Tef.r01273492630 

Reflooding the Fens 

The once vast oru.9 varied swampy landscape of die 
Fen* is one of Ihe mMi thoroughly devalued 
ecosystems in the country-—iss original features 
almost entirely erased by drainage and huhsk^uertfc 
cultivation, with only about ten Fen land fragments 
surviving in the overall area of 1500 square miles- - 
W.5% lost since 13201* And all for what? The 
drainage und Hood control is tremendously expen¬ 
sive to maintain, and the peaty ^j|s acidify, crude 
und simply blow away when farmed—causing the 
land lo visibly sink. Nor have the remaining fen 
h:j;;lsck. unscathed—it’s near impossible m 

stay wonderfully wet in this parched landscape. To 
reverse this dedication and decline comes the pro¬ 


posal to re-creme ll I2,(MX) acre expanse linking rent* 
rtunl habitat at Holme Fen and Wood Walton Fen 
National Nature Reserves. A feasibility study into 
hydrological anil other factor is current ly underway* 
with i lie project envisaged as starting within the acd 
lave years, and ink mg up to twenty tive yean tn 
acquire all the necessary Jund. The attu will si ill jittp- 
port economic uses—Tcwelting' is seen as a cost- 
effective form of flood management, luomnsscmpf 1 
like reeds and willow’ may be harvested (as in the 
historic Fen I and economy), tourism will be eneout- 
aged—and it will email substantial manipulation ol 
water levels to he viable. However, it will herald the 
rc-cjnergenee of a lost landscape in a pan of ibe 
country that, while ortcc so vibrant. is maw described 
as **a hi nek hole lor wildlife". Similar work is goine 
on ai the National Trust\ Wieken Fen, and the 
RSPB’s Nene Washes* in Cambridgeshire. 4 ^ 

13 si an Rvershatn 

c/o r fhc Wildlife Trust for Berk, Combs, Nonhana 

and Peterborough 

3B Ljkngfbrd Arch 

London Rtuid 

Sawftofi 

Cambridge CD2 4tifcL 
Tel: 01223 712400 

Glen Affrfc—Trees for Life 

The Caledonian pme forests of Scotland are 
“believed to be closer its the original natural cnittli- 
lions than any other woodland type in Britain ^— 
ihey an; also nnc of die most badly abused, having 
been exploited down to a I my fraclion of their former 
range (sec "Nli Evolution Withoul Revolution", Dtt 
or Die 6*,) They arc tn a critical state, consisting pri¬ 
marily Ql aged Scots Pine (this habitat's "keystone 
species') that are coming to the end of their seed- 
bearing life-span. Glen A fine. in ihe North-central 
Highlands, harbour-i one of the core fragments ’The 
largest native forest area least affected hy the hand of 
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nnan in the UK" A Trees for Life have been working College Road 


here since 1989* molivnled by a compelling wilder¬ 
ness vision of re fa l Bidrtg the whole GOU square mile 
roadless area and reintroducing missing species like 
beaver, wolves, Lynx, moose and bears, Alongside 
Forest Enterprise, I he National Trust for Scot] and 
anti oilicrs, they hate been mstalling fencing (in 
allow natural regeneration free of deer grazing |, 
ptaming trees where ihere is no seed source, felling 
non-native conifers. removing rcdandiini fences, sur^ 
veying uiui ho on. They ilio nan a programme or vol¬ 
unteer work weeks—well worth going tin, especially 
if you k re pQrtlal so midge* and (my personal 
EavLiirfLic] licks, Bloody wild nature! Ium one criti¬ 
cism: accepting sponsorship ntr HP suggests a mono 
of' Never Mind the Death Squads Here's the Tree 
Planting''. (Bui what do you expect from a hunch of 
apolitical hippies anyway?) 

Trees for Life 
The Park 
Fiodhotn Bay 
Ferres IV36 3TZ 
Scud land 

THr 01309 691292 

Beachy Head Chalk Grassland 

Chalk grcLfisland is an almost entirely mo-made 
hsbiiai carved shiE of eIw original wildwood, several 
thousand years ago—\Hit its fragrant .springy turf 
docs "eTKontpuss very high biodiversity ui ji small 
scale. Indeed, it is probably the richest habitat at this 
teak in northwesi Europe."" Like mswi other such 
'ncmi'ftuCitnir landscapes. it hit* suffered appalling 
losses—around 80-95%. Between 1991 and I99fi, 
Kiisthounie Borough! Council in Sussex took over 
Mlti acres of its down kind Ok talc between Beaehy 
Head and she He lie Tout lighthouse out of amble pro¬ 
duction, sowing the site wish a character!siic 
grass/wi Id flower seed mix. Work Ui defertilise 1 the 
nutrient enriched farmland has helped the mtx to 
establish well, and it is hoped than shis will be 
pic mealed by lontg-siippresscd species from the 
soi\*% seed hank, as well as by colonisation from 
neighbouring undisturbed areas., Ssi.1t. there's a long 
way to go: mature, nncicui clulk grassland, commu¬ 
nities are Dotorioudy difficult to recreate, taking "’as 
lea^l 15H So 200 years to become established" 1 , with 
some species possibly needing a thousand years to 
gecovtrf* 

Downland Ranger 

Tourism and Community -Services Dcpunmvm 
Eastbourne Borough Council 


Eastbourne 

Lass Sussex BN2I 4JJ 
Tel: 01323 415267 


Carrifran Wildwood 

The Scottish Borders Uir Southern uplands'), 
allhough Eess well-known than the Hi;:ulands, arc 
possibly even more deforested—with "less ihari 
0. 1% of Peeblesshire.., covered in anything 
approaching naiural woodland—one of the lowest 
ligures in Britain." 1 " However, she Wildwood Group 
ot the Border^ Forest Trust now plan Sts restore an 
entire denuded watershed, she 1500 acre* of the 
Cirtifmn valley. ,k to its original wilderness state us 
an example of the "Wikiwood 1 , 11 
It is not just lhe bold wilderness scope of this pro- 
jeet. juxtaposed with its deeply degraded settings dial 
cups arcs the imaginatiort. Caitifirans altitude ranges 
irmti IHtlati (594 ft} up to 820m (2706 ft), so that ulti¬ 
mately ft a "natural transition from woodland 
ihmugh monianc [mountain] scrub to montane heath 
could develop, with ihe possible establishment of 
tree line and scrub tine" 1 *—a eofliinuuni, from 
watershed to walerfooL This encompasses three fea¬ 
tures which are severely restricted in she modem 
British context: natural Woodland to she ireelme, 
with distinct woodland types and their associated 
fauna as you progress up the hill: "ecotonw', or sok- 
edgeil 'interims' between tine hahklal anti another: 
und the reappearance of tilt important knit admitted- 
|y rather dull sounding "monlane willow semh habi¬ 
tat. (Work lo restore this is liLsli taking place ;n the 
C’reag Mcugaidh, lien Luwcrs and Ben Wyvb 
National Nature FtoMtrv?R in Scotland ) 



GOltfOToJ^Zl anD 

Ssgff&Sfr* 


Warn 
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The pfEjjtti to raise 35EMXH? by lufc Ear like Salford.'" 17 Sim rifely For a nation (if city 

lhe land purchase^ with over hall the loud raised so dwellers, uihun ecological reslorLLtian is often passed 
for Then ttwy will ftttablish Lhc wfldwood "In a large over, The Apple Tree Court estaic in Rendition. 


pan of the site within tec years" 1 * 1 , and oo&k il into 
becoming a self-stjstainmg system. 15 
Border^ Forest Trust 
Monteviot Nurseries 
Jedburgh 

Scotland IDS 6TLL 
Teh 01833 830750, 


Salford, illustrates some of (be be.st and worst uTult- 
Lieierisiies of its current practice. Over the last three 
years h m tower block under a (limited > form of com¬ 
munity manage mein hun demonstrated M bpw previ¬ 
ously derelict housing and Imdscipe ami Uenun- 
aliii^ communities cm be transformed through locat 
community act™/' 14 A wasteland of concrete Lind 


Gwen Finch Wetland Reserve 

OltciV rungc has boon dniniwdly reduced IhruiigTi* 
ouc the UK this century, by a combination of polio - 
lion, hunting und the loss or suitable habitat—eg, the 
‘canulisuinui' ul must British rivers, especially ini he 
lowlands, (This has also been the downfall of water 
voles, as Leasl as much as the presence of mink.) 
Otters arc slowly beginning to bounce haitk. spread¬ 
ing east and south from tbcfr strongholds in the West 
Country, Wales and Scotland, They are a good "indi¬ 
cator species for the health of riverine systems, as 
they require relatively pure water and abundant 
riparian (riverside? vegetation. 

The River Severn Oner Project arc supporting this 
recovery with (he purchase of twenty hectares of 
floodplain land in the Avon valley, near Pcrshorc, 
Worcestershire, Front a barren, 'improved' and 
drained field they intend to create the new Gwen 
Finch Wetland Reserve: “'a mosaic of wet habitats 1114 < 
witlt the largest Tcedbcd In (he county, four artjiicial 
otter bolts, deep open water. we( grassland and wil¬ 
low carr* Cut— wet woodland—is perhaps the mtm 
nolahlc ol these,. Once covering "most flmxlplam 
habitat in the UK" 1 !, it is now "altruist entirely 
IwT™ As with other projects engaged in miring "the 
water table... to restore (he relationship between the 
river and its floodplain” IJ a the many problems ol 
carving out an isolated wet haven necessitate 
“significant land-forming works"’ 1- and extensive 
regulation of water flows. Work started early in 

Andy Grahnm/Rivcr Severn Otter Project 

cVo Worcestershire Wildlife Trust 

Lower Smile Farm 


rubble around the hluck has been “fenced Lind tians- 
formed irmo,.. community gardens, with a ihrce-iier 
orchard, vegetable aJlotiTicEiis F [h »ud l >. eh ini-wildlife 
reserve, native species woodland coppice, 
wild Flower meadows and a large,,, geodesic com* 
mindly domc ' lB A food cooperative sells the organ¬ 
ic produce cheaply Id the (emints., and supplies the 
com rnunity cafe in the dome. The residents now also 
"p|un to use the waste heal from the building to grow 
food in poly tunnels on ihe roof*.** 

Who con argue with this? It is the soft of local se'lf- 
gOVcmance that lies at the heart of many an anar¬ 
chist’*; vision. As the administrator of the tenant* 
managed company points oui 4 this "urban oasis lias 
changed lives already .. P We have our own space, 
somewhere nucuie we can sit and almost believe we 
are in the country. We will soon be able to look out 
of the conservatory on our beautiful gardens and 
orchards, where only a few years ago there was con¬ 
crete and car parks ’ 1 .'* 

Unfortunately, such projects arc usually (aimed 
with Blairitc, stale sponsored (and statc-spofistir- 
ing!") communitoran dross, including collaboration 
with lI k* New* Dtul and making use of "help 11 from 
people on community service [ noo-cusiodial sen¬ 
tence]:. Still, despite these regressive aspect*. in 
essence I hey contain die seeds of so much more. 
Tony Milroy/John Wutts 
And Lands Initiative 
MachpeEugli Works 
Burnley Raid 
HebdCn Bridge 
W. York shire HX7 8AU 
Teh 01422 843807 


Hindi ip 

Worcester WR3 SSZ 
Tel: 01905 754&19 

Apple Tree Court, Salford, 

“In ecological term*, the inner city is a desert. We 
need to relearn the techniques of sustainable, perma¬ 
nent household agriculture and apply them to places 


Glen Finglas 

Hie Woodland Trust arc embarking on an ambitious 
reforcsuuiim project lu their newly acquired Glen. 
Finglas site in (lie South-central Highlands. “One oc 
(he largest hill farms in Scotland' F P SI Glen Finglas 
covers lfl.300 acres, only 620 acres of which arc 
hard preyed native woodland fragments. heavily 
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With pul belittling these achievements* there is u 


grayed by on incredible 3.490 ewes and HKl cattle 
Th^ plan is fur ll massive expansion of tree cover up 
to nearly 7,500 acres of the sile, with an Impressive¬ 
ly high prupunii^n (nearly 6000 acres) envisaged us 
arising from nalunil regcncratitjii. Tins will link "the 
disponed fragments of ancient woodlmd toereaie in 
3U-40 years lime possibly the largest native 
broad leaved wood in Scotland' V J As, of lilli leii hi 
1998, KH.{) acres bad already been planted or allowed 
to regenerate within new deer fencing. However, it 
does seem hard to 
reconcile ibe unde¬ 
niable need to scale 
down the gutting 
pressure with the 
i iList's uvowed 
intension to H realise 
die area's potential 
lor recreation ami 
livestock farming to 
relam employment 
in the glens'V” Also, 

111 mm InlOn Vp i ill 
Abcrnclhy (see 
Profile* p, 179) and 
nihers, their desire 
so "reduce lhe deer 
population to u le vel 
compatible with mu- 
unil regeneration by 
1999” suggests diiii 
u heavy cull h on I he 
card*. I For a diHcu-s- 
moii of I lux issue, 
sec "N(j Evolution Without Revolution ", th* or /Hr 
£>, p,39—views on culling and the "deer question,* are 
siill invited!)“ 

Pound Farm, Suffolk 

The 223 acre Pound Farm, near Sasmundham in 
Suffolk, was lhe Woodland Trust s First "Woodland 
Creation Scheme’ site. Previously in anibtc pnxlue- 
linn, and with only U acres of existing woodland, 
between 1989 and 1993 160 acres of new woodland 
were created m Pound Form with the planting of 
7U,(KXl trees. Pari of ihc planted area has been lei I 
open, io allow sunny, grassy rides' m develop. A fur- 
(her 50 acres were sown with a species-rich meadow 
mixture, grubbed out hedgerows rep I anted* and live 
ponds restored—reflecting the desirability of having 
a mixture of habitats and variety in the woodland 
structure. 


general cautionary point to be made: obviously, rich 
habitats do not spring fully-formed into being. First, 
efforts to reconstruct rooM "semi-natural' habitats on 
ex-amble or other ’improved" land must tackle the 
perennial problem of "defcnilising'' the soil. Second, 
a related issue which specifically aO'ccis woodland 
creation is Eliui while il is fairly straight! onvurd to 
"inMair the trees, the distinctive ground flora lags, a 
long way behind.- 1 Lacking this, and perhaps other 

essential compo¬ 
nents. a ne w wood 
can seem like a bit 
of n hollow shell; a 
reef without a 
floor. But tins is 
something ill a I 
should change 
with lime.'* 

Hucking 
Court* Kent 

The Hucking 
Court Estate, pur¬ 
chased by l he 
Woodland Trusl in 
1997. is 390 acres 
of arable land and 
180 acres Of Wciod- 
lajul in I he Nonh 
Downs near 

Muichloue in 
Kent—unforlu- 
niiicly sandwiched 
between the M2 and the M2U mWtirwayn, By com¬ 
bining nulural regeneration wiih ihe planting ti}' 
200.000 trees from October 3 99H onwards, (he Tfcmi 
iniend to expand the woodland by over 2(K3 acres. 
Hedgerows will also be remxtaScd. Another 106 
acres, through the dry valleys, will! be sown and 
maintained as chalk grassland, linking up with 
adjoining scarp vlupi? a rati outside the CsEUie. "lllC 
remainder will be kept as more conservation-friend¬ 
ly, low intensity arable farming. Hucking Court, 
Pound Farm and many Oliver project* contribuie to 
the Trust's goal of canting 1600 hectares (38S(l 
acres! of new nmive woodland hciwccii 199^2003.^ 
The Woodland Trust 
A unui in Park 
QmxMum 

Lincolnshire N(i3l 6I I 
Tel: 01476 $811)1 
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Greenham Common t Berkshire 

The closure of Greenhorn Common Air Rase tn 
1992/3. and \is purchase by a public/private sector 
partnership in I997, has set (he sGCffi ftir tin uoparaU 
kind programme qf deconjarueiLon and revegetation. 
With most IN)' die b.mv infrusCmL-tura ni/cd, and "one 
of the largest runways in Europe"* 4 ripped up, it 
should provide a happy control to the building of 
Manchester'* second runway,. By the end of 
95(k(XMii tonnes of concrete (covering 215 acres) and 
(he H million gallon capacity underground fuel 
ten; will iijtvc been removed. and ihc ground demn- 
laminated. The vision is then to regain slid origin id 
matrix of grassland, heath kind* wckkI pasture, wet 
alder woods ond mossy mires—making up n natural 
complex with BowdoWti and Ch^mberhoust WlknIs 
SSS1 (Site of Special Scientific Interest) anil 
Thatchnm Kccdbcds nearby* (So at least one side of 
Newbury will be worth living in!I Substantial areas 
levelled or infilled by the base are lo be rebind * 
scaped, to give an irregular lopogniphy of hollows 
and hump* with a range of microclimatic niches. 
Resumption of grazing by the comiracmers and others 
over most of the 1200 acre sile will maintain u as 


important heritage nite" 2 *. unconlimted 
rumours suggest ibaC the silos could he 
eon verted inm bai caves—fulfilling their 
true vocation m last, the only worthwhile 
memorial to ihe lunatic idiocy of die 
Cold War, making irresistible pncik 
sense- Please lobby die Project (sec 
address below) to make sure this hap* 
pens. 

It aims not lo 'climinata die sice's his* 
lory as 2 lii air hii*e bLil lo softer* ihc 
remains by removing all bm ihe most 
significant buildings and clothing the 
runways and mounds with heath land veg- 
elation 1 .f The runway control lower is tn 
he retained. standing: forlorn and incon¬ 
gruous, now presiding over milling but 
sand lizards and slone curlews. 

(pi&appomtingly* the restoration is con¬ 
tingent upon ihe 14(1 acre "New 
Grectiham Park' business development— 
in u soincwhal unlikely arrangement, this 
will "pay liIL of its profits to che 
I Green ham Common) Tmsi for u.se tn the restora¬ 
tion.., and for distributor to gtwKl causes in the 
area",)* 

Ed Cooper 

Greenham and Crookham Commons Project 

West Berkshire Council 

Sundial House 

63 Cheap Street 

Newbury 

Berkshire RG ]4 5RT 
Tel: OI635 5t9347 

Wren *$ Nest Estate, Dudley 

Urban environmcnial restoration ai the Wren's Nest 
Estate. Dudley, embodies many of die some possibil¬ 
ities and limilalioins as the work at Apple Tree Court 
tsee p, 176), Afler doggedly pressing ihe local coun¬ 
cil for years to upgrade their atrocious housing stock 
.md inadequate facilities, the rcsitL-nis finally won a 
variety of environ me ml a I improvements, For 
instance—shades of Claremont Road (Mil) per- 
haps ?—“many tenants gave up derelict area* of long 
back gardens—covered in unifies of rubbish and 
infesled w ith rats— tocreaic cofflffluml areas irtdud- 


heath land, the huge almost entirely roadless expanse 
providing *% rare and impressive experience in low¬ 
land England" 8 .’ 7 Under the INF Treaty, ihc missile 
silos nuisi remain under ihc control of the Minislry 
of Defence until 2006 . Although this is allegedly "an 


ing an orchard, allotment and even a vineytfd." xl 
The allotment will help tsi tackle the severe health 
problems of many of the residents, "by providing 
holh gi>'.M.l exercise and berth hy (nod at low cast" L|1 , 
distributed ihrough the esinic by a food co-op. A gar- 
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den fools library is also planned. Dive locoj says T legist two of these specie? hove bred successfully, 


feel ihe whole cstaie has changed for I he better and 
people have a sense of beJOTtsingr 1 " 

While i,l would be pal ionising and fatuous to 
begrudge them, this. I have a queasy feeling dial I hi* 
i > empowerment for I he purposes of control—condi¬ 
tional — in go this far but no further. They have 
implicitly kid collective claim in political and phy?- 
retd mpuee—the rir^l tentative flowering of inulunl 
aid?—but under (he watchful patrician eye of the 
authorities, Noi all communities will be able to 
attract W rest's Nest'* 100 million lunding—but then 
o|ain 4 is such money (and ihe tier of ^consultants' el 
al 1 1 1 iii goes with in absolutely necessary to bring 
sabcvulchange? In Wren 1 ? Ncsi's case ihe cofiMjItnniA 
□re Groundwork. ITicy boast cal their “rnujor role in 
helping ID deliver New Deal" and id Um. ii importance 
“■% a piirtner'’ to the government. 35 Erm sorry, I *iceirn 
in be having trouble keeping my lunch down.! When 
iheir "Partnership Officer' Graham Rudd says “The 
Secret [at Wren's Nest] has been to cam the mm of 
local people" 1 \ I cun'i help but shiver. 

Groundwork Black Country 
Groundwork Environment Centre 
Dolton Way 
Tipton 

W. Midlands DY4 9AL 
Tel: 1)121 SMS50Q 

Land life 

Lnffldlifc currently practice what they call 'creative 
conservation 4 on around 120 acres m Knows ley, also 
id Liverpool, Si.Helen* ind at Glass Park near 
Done saner, among other places. Principally (hi-* eon- 
sisrs of tnnsIbrrnLng urban und industrial sites, 
ihrough initial ground preparation (for example. by 
stripping ihe topsoil to reduce fertility), followed by 
lowing a carpet of—usually common—wild flower*, 
■nd then allowing natural processes to kick in—giv¬ 
ing rise to unfamiliar assemblages of specie?. They 
al>o harvest and rnarkei the seed, through their base 
at ihe National Wild flower Centre, Their unorthodox 
approach to iwforaiirtn, while ‘■devolving’ wildlife 
out of the centralised nature reserve ghettos, prompts 
some tricky questions. What value do ih^sc sites 
have as habitats— are they little more than glorified 
municipal landscape gardening? .Should we rethink 
ihe rigid classification of what comprises a "habitat'? 
Whatever the answers, "on wlldfiowcc fields canned 
by LundLife in KncWsky, bird species.., listed os 
being in rapid decline... such as skylarks, lapwings 
and grey partridge have been commonly seen, and ai 


close to housing areas. 'Hiis has happened in a lime 
scale ol three ycani."” 

Land Life 

Nalioml WildBower Centre 
Court Hey Park 
Liverpool LI6 3NA 
Tel: U151 737383^ 

Ab&rnethy 

The Rtiyal Society for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) enormous 12,450 hectare Abernathy 
Reserve on Spey side in l he Cairngorms protects 
"most of the largest remaining imet of native 
Caledon ia n pa ne wood" k% -—some 15 % Cl 070 
hectares) of the lotah As with most of the other wide¬ 
ly scattered, pine wood fragments, overgrazing is 
keeping it in a pm>r and dec lining stale of ecological 
health. The RSPB's (objective is toreversc the down¬ 
ward spiral, recreating M n self-sustaining native pine 
tores! over ihe whole potential woodland area, by 
Leaving existing... woodland unmanaged (undt,.,. 
encouraging natural reg cii era (ion of pine and associ- 
ated hmadleavB ,4 . 3li Ultimately this should see trees 
and scrub creeping back up to and beyond the natur¬ 
al tree line- Grazing by sheep is no longer permitted, 
and plantations of exotic conifers arc being removed. 
Most of ihe e*[raucous trucks and drainage opera¬ 
tion* arc now being rehabilftamd. '"encouraging veg- 
clarion to spread over... track surfaces by replacing 
soil and plant material,., and blocking mid in tilling 
drainage channels to restore water tables in mires/’ u 
However, the RSPB don't approve of deer tent ing 
(one of the mum aid* to forest recovery in Glen 
Afftic—in above, p. 3 74), partly because it kills 
block grouse and ihe extremely rare caperenilln 
Thus they have relied upon implementing a very 
heavy deer cull, winch began in l L J89. (For com- 
incnls on this, see Glen FlnglttS profile. p, 3 76) 
Whatever the meric? of this policy, the hrst signs are 
that the forest is starting to flourish again. 

RSPB Ahemetfcsy Forest Reserve 

Forest Lodge 

Nelhyhridge 

ins emesshire PH 25 3EF 

Tel: 01479 S2I409 

John Muir Trust 

Hie Trust hill themsefives as "guided by Muir’s 
charge 10 "do something for wildness and make the 
mountains glad acting to "show than ihe damage 
inflicted on the wild over tlic centuries can be 
repaired".'" They own live large entutes: three inter- 
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locking properties in the mountains of Skye 

Oil most 30+000 acre*). one near Cape Wrath in 
Sutherland S l1.500 «ms) and another on the rugged 
K noyJart pern nutil n (3,100 acres ) B som«e imes 
referred lo os the ’last wi Idumea in Britain", Their 
Coille Sriiih n:i h-Airdc project is creating over 200 
acres of native woodland on Skye. On Knoy dan¬ 
dle y are facilitating another 215 acres of woodland 
expansion* using both natural regeneration arid plain¬ 
ing mside three dwr fcneed enclosures, with a fourth 
planned. They arc also a member of [lie Knnydart 
|-niu 11 ■ which, after li series of mure than usual¬ 
ly deranged lairds, has just tnurtiphed in its eomrnu 
nity buy-out hid for the entire I7»500 acre estate, 
T his is the latest in a growing trend in the Highlands, 
pioneered by Hie Isle of Ivigg and the West Assynt 
Crofters, and opens up some vary exciting possibili¬ 
ties. One D0t:iblc feature of the Trust's work is the 
level of input from the local cmlting communities 
into the management (Ml their estates. Regrettably, the 
Trust have decided to retain a large hill farm as port 
of their Suaihaird estate on Skye presumably 
therefore con! inn mg to contribute lo the graying 
problem in the Highlands They ran volunteer work 
weeks, including tree planting, footpalls mainte¬ 
nance. litter clean-ups. seed collection for their tree 
nurseries, fencing mid derelict fence removal, and 
miichahr grassland conservation** 

John Muir Trust 

4t £'ommcrc j a l Street 

Leith 

Edinburgh EH* 6TY 

Scotland 

Tel: 11131 5540114 

River Restoration Centre 

Rivers are an excellent barometer of overall ecosys¬ 
tem health,, not least because the "quality of the river 
environ iik nt directly influences the diversify of flpra 
and fauna on a ctfchmcDt and regional scale", and 
any ’’loss of habitat continuity |on the river| disrupts 
the sibil tty of wildlife to thrive throng he mr the river 
catchment'.^ If even Scotland's “superficially 
healthy" rivers rtre m fact “severely degraded"'' 1 , 
imagine the picture in the lowlands: riparian i bank- 
side ) vegetation suppressed, polluted and suffering 
from eutrophication <nutrient overload 1. regimented 
within flood hanks and uniform courses, drunk dry 
by water abstraction and drastically overdeepened. 

Although the picture is a gloomy one. the pivotal 
role of rivers in the landscape means that their 
restoration can unlock great pole mi a! rewards. While 


it can't solve all of the above problems, reconstruct¬ 
ing a river's physical fared enables the "re-establish- 
mem of iii-siream and riparian physical processes. .. 
|erecting| suitable ecological conditions for plant 
and animal communities to come back,"* 2 

Tire River Res torus ion Project lias done just this, m 
pilot projects on 2 kilometre stretches o| ihe River 
Cole (near Swindon on the Wili.s/Oxl'ordshire bor¬ 
der) and the River Ski.me (Darlingron. Comau 
Durham I between 1993 and IW. AI both sties, it 
has Vemeandered' formerly straight coarsen and 
profiled die banks, while retaining deeper backwater 
pools. It created wcllutdn on the ,Skerne* planted 
20,000 trees and moved 2IMXNI cubic metres of soil., 
lowering the artificially mired floodplain "to allow 
the river to overspill tin meandering banks bat still 
protect surrounding houses"."'' The Cole was rein- 
stated to its original buried course, a reed bed plant¬ 
ed. the seasonal Hooding regime restored* and a new 
bay meadow created from arable land adjoining the 
river. "Some suo|>e for self-adjustment" was allowed 
for, giving it Lt the chance to form the small irregular¬ 
ities present ui all rivers* as well u the inure regular 
pools and rii lie*, vertical riverbauk cliffs and gravel 
beaches."** 1 

The project has now metamorphosed into the River 
Restoration Centre, a networking organination for 
practitioners researchers and others, to encourage 
and advise future projects—there are at least 20 
underway in the Environment Agencys Thames 
Region alone, they arc compiling a dauiba-se and 
produce a newsletter. 

The River Restoration Centre 

SiKi/ml- Cunpuf. 

Silsoc 

Beds MK4S 4DT 
Tel: 01523 8*3341 

Community Orchards 

The orcErard has been evocatively described as a 
“halfway stale between domestic gardens and the 
wild countryside... a physical and philosophical 
g«teway"« to the fruitful space between nature and 
culture. "In the last 30 years the total orchard area 
has deelhied by two-third'.—around 1! 50,000 acres 
have gone." 41 Simple figures disguise an accompa¬ 
nying loss of quality. In a testament lo Ideal inven- 
tlvcKss, more than ftfXM? varieties of cooking and 
eaiing apple are known for the UK, not to mention 
hundreds of cider applm, and other fruit; commercial 
production now concentrates on just two varieties of 
apples, Intensification has given us "’nveraprayed 
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fruit factories initiiLLjI Id wildlife'" 41 , whereas ihe 
great Victorian naturalist Richard Jefferies likened 
the hi td life of a traditional orchard Co "one of these 
Eastfm marts where men of 5CI different mntonali¬ 
ties. and picturesquely clad, jostle each oihe* in the 
bazaar*: so here feathered travelers of every species 
have a kind of leafy capita!/'- 11 "The orchard's demise 
ahi) means the loss of 11 knowledge of local recipes, 
songs, customs, wa-ictfllng* eider making.,, the 
■voc lliL gatherings for w^rk [labourers were pun paid 
in elder!] and irtfat uml exchange of knowledge about 
the place and the Skill- .■ i pruning, grafting ;md 
growing, The inme&cy of community... is dimin¬ 
ished/ 1 * 1 Now. with the preservation of the ohl. the 
planting of new "Community Grehcirds" ihrougliLHJE 
the country. and Apple Day (October 21 xl\ festivi¬ 
ties, Common Ground are trying Co revive (hi* con¬ 
vivial edible landscape. 

Since fruit production is not she if prime pu rpose, 
ihcy can serve as "a communal asset... I he focal 
point for ihe village—(be moot, the open nir village 
hall", 4S “Freeing orchards from ihe simple economic 
imperative to create wealth can liberate (heir wider 
environmental polcnliEtl and allow them lu became 
foci for new community values". 4 * 1 As one local says 
of their orchard m Lusileigh, Devon, "it is not run us 
a commercial enterprise: n is there for the enjoyment 
of all"* 7 —a s-eremlipilous blend of production and 
play, the functional and Che "frivolous’. Apples, cher¬ 
ries. pears, plums, cobnuts, greengage, mulberry. 


damsons, medlars, gooseberries, bladtCttmunts and 
raspberries have all been planted, wlldJlowers sown, 
p^rnds and vineyards created -and in Lewisham, a 
hardy cosmopolitan mis of Laquut, Chinese Quince, 
Asian Pear, Olive, Japanese Pepper. Tea Plum and 
Cork Oak, corresponding to u mull Leu] tuna I commu¬ 
nity, The list of activities the orchards can play host 
to is as k>Eig: beekeeping, I easting, games, gifting 
and sharing of produce and varieties, storytelling, 
poetry, concerts, plays, tug of war, picnics, climbing, 
cider making, juice pressing, skill shoring, wtwid 
turning, establishing 'Mother Orchard archives oi 
loot varieties, the painstaking detective work of 
uncovering "lost 1 varieties— M Unravelling the 
luntiei/ 7* Lusilcjgh again: *1f wc ouuM And che 
original names for these trees, we will ran nine them 
ourselves' 1 .^ 

Common Ground 
PO Bok 253W 
London NW5 1ZA 

RSPB Reedbed Creation 

Reedhed i.s a very restricted habitat, even rarer than 
the Caledonian pine wood, A 1 093 survey of the UK 
found only G.StX) hectares dispersed aenras 922 
sites—with only 56 of these larger than 20 hectares. 
Only the tugger sites are really capable of uccommo- 
during alt the habitat niches necessary for ihe charac¬ 
teristic reedbed Sficeic.il birds like the bittern. marsh 
barrier, bearded tu, reed warbler anti water mil. and 
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also unusual planls. mollis and h-Litter 11 ies, oners Land 
water voks, Being highly dynamic, reedheds are a 
classic example of a ‘ptagiocli malic' habitat: like 
mlicr favoured. conservation Landscapes. (hey arc 
arrested at an enriy singe of natural succession by 
management, which pievenii them from drying ant 
and developing into woodland, But ihcy can also 
emerge spontaneously and cover a large urea when 
drainage lapses, as happened at Leighton Moss 
(Lancashire) and Mi tissue re (Suffolk). 

Bitterns are exceptionally rare and chilive crea¬ 
tures. with only 2ts 'booming 1 mules recorded 

nationwide, ... l.icge. wet reed^w-uinps Cor 

courtship ami breeding. As part ul the new 'hlodE 
versiiy target' of *100 territorial bitterns by 3020' 
('boom nr bust'!), ihc Royal Society far the 
Protect i on of Birds arc creating ovcr4tW hectare* of 
new reedbed (Bittern Bwnrait homes), me I tiding: 160 
hectares (ha) on ex-arable land Lit Uikcnhealh Fen 
(Sufi oik h 54 ha tin old peai working* at Ham Wall 
(Somerset), 100 ha at Malltracth Marsh i Anglesey) 
and 20 ha at Mcrsehcud Farm (Dumfries and 
Galloway!, Various technique* are utilised tO create 
" * nodes' oi wetland Vegetation, from which natural 
encroach merit can cake place, and so mil the gaps." M 
Extensive I and-forming works am al iso required, 
including excavation of pooLs and ditches, and al 
Me nie he ad "the channelised river has been diverted 
back to it* original meandering coarse across the 
floodplain’".® 

However, Et* with Gwen Finch and cite Fcriland 
project. (sen isbove, p, 176 and 174) wc run up 
agaitist the peril* of working within the (drainage) 
system. The RSPU s preferred approach is to "simu¬ 
late upturnL hydrological dynamicO', hut Lliis has 
proved impossible—sit Ukinhetch Uw instancy il 
'"would have needed wholesale removal and recoil- 
struct ion of exist nig flood banks for (he whole 
Internal Drainage District' 1 *" trio bad Ehing. some 
might say.) Because “virtually all the lower reaches 
of river and coastal fUnxlpliiin* in Britain Jim... 
extensively drained, new weilunds need to be isolat¬ 
ed from surrounding artas" 34 —even going to the 
absurd lengths, at Wicken and Woodw alton Fen*, of 
insulating reserve boundaries “w-iih clay or butyl 
rubber" linings' 7 —‘for their own protect ion'. ('Boil 
in the bag' wetlands?) In die name of resurreci Lug 
untrammelled natural flows, the RSPB must rein¬ 
force the compartments Libation of the landscape, by 
constructing its own flood hanks, greatly manipulat¬ 
ing water levels, etc. It you can t beat 'ceo, join 
'em —management begets management. 


As with ground flora in tkw woodlands Esee Found 
Farm profile, p, 1771, B 'H is not dear exactly how 
lone a new well and may toke to develop a lull com¬ 
plement of bird, mammal, amphibian, fish, in verte¬ 
brate and piun e species. The reed cover may develop 
relatively quickly, perhaps within 5 years, hut coloni- 
saeion by other species may tukc considerably 
longer".I have a vision of conservationists silting 
twiddling their thumbs, anxiously awaiting die 
arrival of the guests at ihcn carefully laid-oui hubi- 
tat-party.^ 

RSPB 

The I .mlgc 

Sandy 

Bedfordshire SQI9 1DL 

Brilliant Bloke in a Barrel 

Hu fallowing Story expresses some of the best, most 
sialicni themes of ecological restoration. As Harry 
LopH suys. "I know c>F no restorative of heart, body 
and soul more effective against hopelessness than die 
respiration of the Earth" fi* The word “ecology 1 
comes from the Greek *oikos' i liomc'). You cun 
become reconciled with the world by resin ring 
a h^™t ,,, . determining and making your own space, 
drawing sustenance from u, and welcoming other 
creatures into il—a bil like a bower bird perhaps. 
What is. refreshing abend Mr. Parsons is ihai he acted 
unilaterally he didn't devise a complex sEraiegy or 
go cap in hand for magnanimous "permission 1 . 
Unassuming, he just got «n and did it. bocuvc it was 
Something he needed to do. 

Former engineer mid plant-hire manager Tony 
Parsons relumed home to CuJIompion, Devon in 
1990, uftei years of wandering Europe, Here, m Q 
railway embankment, he set ahom curving out 
'Parson's Kingdom', He slept in a hjirrel in u shads 
built from scrap materials, ami put up a wind gener¬ 
ator with car batteries to power tils radio, tape 
recorder and lighting. He ulsti "cleared art acre of 
swamp of generations of fnrmerV jurtk, creating 
ponds, flower glades, and a sanctuary for birds and 
animals". He explains that *1 bid a lot of psychiatric 
treatment in hospital, on drugs for six months with 
*i1ly nurses making me sit dawn. Society aggravates 
me and | got away from all ihut here. I don't lake 
medication ai alt now t „ I'm totally seli-suflicient 
here and banning no fine... Here there's no aggrava¬ 
tion. When you go a hit wobhly with the mental 
health you dm go in the battel for two days, shut the 
dour und slay there. When 1 come out I fed a damned 
sight beltorT 
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Buiofcaurac it couldn't Iuse In 14+1.1 his shack w;ls 

valued al tip In £I2U,0(MJ under lllu council III*. arid 
British Rail. hi ihe behest of the local authority i pm- 
posed to evict him for living without plumbing per- 
mission, Thm was ucC[)ni|Miiid hy she usual t'honiH 
of hajKl-wringJng, desiersuimlised B regrets"—British 
Riiil talking cri "ihk legal DOfuen^o", and Pursuing 
spineless local councillor saying ”1 personally 
wouldn'l w .int ehj see the poor guy i carlo ved'k hut (Itut 
"New Age travellers mighi lie encouraged to park 
where ihey please il |he| is nnl made an example 
qC'm 

Within a couple ol weeks, a reader of the newspa¬ 
per that reported oca Parson’s plight hud offered to 
buy the land for hmr—but by ihen he hud already 
lied, his reign having been brought to m end. 

The same old story is repeated in many different 
places. In "Transitory Gardens. Uprooted Lives", 
Diana Balmori and Margaret Merton show “how Use 
homeless and dispossessed of New York use odd 
scraps of greenery and discarded jnnk bo create small 
enclaves of peabce and beauty amid ihe city's trash 
dumps mid vacant lots, knowing that cops or bulldoz¬ 
ers will soon move in to Itatien iltcir ArcadiLis." 


Barn Elms, London 

The Wild! owl and Wei lands Trust arc engaged in 
what has Keen called ’"the most exciting and complex 
liabnal creation project in Hurope' 1 ^ on Ehe disused 
ISO Acre Bom Elm reservoir mic in UmdOtt. Highly 
ifOphistkalod laud-forming and regulation of wafer 
levels over 713 acres is creniing a mosaic of wetland 
habitats:- lakes and lagoons, reedbed and cair, graz¬ 
ing marsh, mud flats, and is lurid?;, '"topped with dif¬ 
ferent subslrntes to provide the preferred habitat for 
a wide range of birds".** (You want term wiib that?) 
A network of new ponds attracts dragonflies und 
amphibians, as well ns Uic already high population of 
Pipistrelle bins, 250,0(113 aquatic plants and 27,000 
trees ha* r c been planted, with half the area kft to illli- 
unil! colaalMkn. 

However, the project jn celebrated as an example of 
""conservation andcomirercisJ interests wmk|mg| in 
harmony "* ,J , proof that “Business enables wildlife to 
flourish"As with the work at Giecnham Common, 
(sec above, p. 17ft3 ihe project whs eotiiLngent upmi 
initial funding of £11 million from JJ u prestigious 
[musing development"'’ on 25 acres ot the site. 
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which h:a.H been Site of Special Scidllilk IntcreM 
jdnea 1974. (Wc must fowl the mudflats where the 
wealthy live!) Like cvmcul 'planning gnin\ here the 
concept tsf "un enabling development—a nircly lined 
principle ofUK.,, planning Jaw"* 3 helped to put at on 
p Iasi track [J i rough die planning system. 

The project also features a Discovery Centre* 
intended to “enthuse visitors about wetland eemvef- 
vaii™" 7 - through siaie ol" thu: art inkrprelivt facilb 
lies Like touch-screen computers and multi-media 
prescriptions, It h slighliy re mini seen! of 
Ground work's gratuitous, cargo call-1 ike ‘"Green 11" 
programme—reconnecting children with the real 
world via Ehc (ultimately sterile and controllablei vir¬ 
tual one, ^Fibre-optic cabling has hetn laid through¬ 
out i]k site'" ,,J . (digitised ducks Lire got I, conveying 
images ol "birds roasting, feeding and ncMing in the 
wilder parts"back to iiKimtons in the Centre vin 
CCTV. The birds must perform and no! disappoint— 
“seen and not binl’H 

Commenting on this 'disncyficutiorf of the natural, 
Chris Clarke contrasts the "gradual appreciation of 
the Wonderful elusive subtlety of nature" with ihc 
induced experience of "‘nature thus has been strapped 
to ibe procmstcan bed of Indus!rial time." He asks: 
41 What happens when people accustomed to this 
industrial nature arc faced with a natural environ¬ 
ment in unciihiinced form? Where,., the Animals 
mostEy hide or nun away before yon can sec them? 
By comparison to nature in its diineyftad slate, the 
simple swamp will seem n ikiceid lifeless thing, its 
resident wildlife uninteresting and devoid of musical 
accompaniment 4 '^ Accentuating the theme park fed 
I nil mission is charged), "from I he Arctic to the 
Tropics. fourteen different |'branded 1 ?] wetland 
habitats have been created in Wetlands of the 
World 1 ** 71 

Ilic punters .ire .ikn exhorted to use public trans 
port, dutifully "playing than pun jis ‘green con¬ 
sumers' (consuming 'green' birds?| in ihe new mit- 
lennium. , ' w 

OitL-e you strip away all the bullshit, ;i worth while 
core remains—ii is a si Lingering practical achieve¬ 
ment, an undeniable improvement and it's uplifting 
to know that lapwing and ringed plovers are now 
breeding again, only 4 miles from central London. 
On the ocher hand, is this the future* ,! show| ingl wliui 
fiuaiainubility as all ahouC: 7 * wildlife privatised, 
sponsored by business in 'innovative partnership"* 
and LiihiLLFiifiy reproduced in widescreen format? 77 

Volunteer opportunities are available. (Don't let me 
put you off—check ii mil for yourself,) 


The Wild!owl and Wetlands Trust 
The Wetland Centre 
Burn Llms Lodge 
Queen Elizabeth Walk 

Bamcs, London SWI3 UDB I 

Tel: 0181 8768995 1 

Orkney Native Trees 

TTwi woods of Orkney have been >u niireai lor around 
5 chwI years, probably us a resuh both of climate 
change and human activities such as horning und 
siiKik grazing, Today (he islands are almost treeless 
und exposed to salt sprtiy, with only one liny tract of 
true relict woodland surviving: Beniedate on (he 
island of Hoy, clic mosl northerly ii.id.iial woodland 
in the British hies. I Is only comptmions are vcatlcred 
trees und s mill I groups in steep gullies and ravines, 
areas of low willow eurr. und as|%en clinging Eo the 
cliffs overlooking Scapa Flow. Benicdalc, although 
no more than a couple of hectares in size, is stilt it 
'■remarkable and atmospheric Woodkifcr®. with 
birch, hazel, aspen, rowan and willow, sind “a dense 
understorey of Roses and Honey suckle and a ground 
Horn of tall herbs and ferns'Ungrazed since 
w hen it was acquired by che f£5pB t natural regener¬ 
ation is now beginning Eo Cake place—albeit at a 
slow pace because of Orkney's very short growing 
season. Since a single fire could easily wipe cun the 
entire wood* seed is being collected and planted out 
in enclosures and gullies elsewhere on the reserve. 

The Orkney Islands Native Tree Restoration 
Project is overseeing the creation of new smith 
w 04 hJ lands on "up to JO sites*"* 1 . tomlling at least 20 
hecElares. Along with the work of the new Orkney 
Native Plant Network in propagating trees, shrubs 
and wlkUlowefi, these new woods, sheltering along 
the line of u bum of in Ihe lee of a hill, should 
become seed sources themselves in turn—thereby 
safeguarding die unique genetic materiel I of the 
Orkney w^ds. Beyond this, "'ii is very likely that (he 
stimulation of local interest and Efrc increasing avail- 
ability of native plants will lead eo Hie ongoing plant* 
irtg of many other sites..,, well into die 21 st centu¬ 
ry".*- Volunteer opportunities are available at 
Bemedate arid, with the Restoration Project 

Orkney Islands Native Tree Restoration Project 

Jenny Tnylor 

3 Manse Lane 

SticmncKs 

Orkney KWI6 MX 

Teh DIHS6 H5I323 
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Jumes Plowman 
RSPB 
Ley House 
Hoy 

Orkney KWL63NJ 
Tel: 01856 79I29B 

Shizilsind Community Woodlands 
Alan Blanc 

Shetland Amenity Trust 
22-24 Nkirfli R-nad 
Lerwick 

Shetland ZEl ONQ 

Tel: 01595 6946KB 

(S jmilir to the Orkney Project, but in nn even mure 
hostile selling.) 

The Isle of Rum 

The Scottish Isle i4Kum b whose Gaelic mime mems 
'-Kingdom of the Wild Forest" is a National Nature 
Reserve csf 26,4tKJ acres wholly owned by Scottish 
Natural Heritage. Its htetozy is the familiar story of 
the Highlands, re-enacted in microcosm. Since 
acquisition us u reserve in 1957, ftx I mil me nt has 
been guided hy a desire to “carefully resuscitate 
hubimis and entire communities and let them show 
us how i hey chinise to function'\ TK The vision is of Hl u 
wild land set apart and the aim is to transform n itum- 
muile (fesert 1 ^ Lnm mi island "lush an native wild 
plums Lind animals in a continuous natural progrers 
viepn fiuri] the shallow sea K over the muchair und 
grasslands of (he shore, up through tlic wild woods 
covering the slopes, tip into ihe mountain sc nib und 
up onto i he open mountain tops."* 1 Since 1958 over 
s million tree^ have been planted in two large decr- 
fenced cnctosun^s I approxmutely 1600 and 1BIK) 
acres in size l on the north and south skies of Kinloch. 
Loch Sc resort—as well as in li furl Ik r 9 small Trial 
plots around I he island. Because toils in some parts 
live become "so poor iboi trees could not regenerate 
naturally"," 1 nitfogen-fising species like whin, 
broom. and alder have been utilised, ami "tartifkriid 
fcrlilinHUson Of every tree planted with... rock phos- 
pEiiite is standard".** 

The earliest irees are now 50 feet high, wocHthmd 
birds are recolonising in large numbers, tod there are 
currently moves io recreate "the ground flora from 
mm vcrv restricted native Rum woodland plants"','*' 
Sheep grazing und "uiuirhunT have been slopped, 
lMuJ Seotiisli Natural Heritage are instituting u sub¬ 
stantial detrculL (See Olcn Finglus Prohle for com¬ 
ments on this, p, 176) 


Spurred on by the highly sueecHst'al re introduction of 
the while-tailed sea eagle {exterminated by 1912, K2 
reteqscd on Rum 1975-1985), they are hwiking into 
the relntriHiuelton of other plant* and animals, "lo 
^peed up the recovery process and replace those rhal 
have been lost".* 41 The soil restoration and Other work 
has also helped to "illustrate how the carry ing capac¬ 
ity of I he West Highlands anti Islands can he 
impnived",’ 1 Finally, in a region still smarting from 
the biiccr blew* of the Highland Oconuicts. they 
wish lo advance Rum as a "vibrant, sdf-relianl com¬ 
munity within the comity of the 5mall Islet"*, hut 
"wilhoui compromising the is I nml's environment^ M 
Visitor* Lind Volunteers are welcome. 

Scottish Natural Heritage 
Rum Nation til Nature Reserve 
The While House 
Isle of Rum PH41 4RR 
Teh Oimi 462026 

Pulborough Brooks, West Sussex 

The S7I hectare swathe of flood meadows at 
pLilhoruugh Bmoks suffered horribly eU the J960w. In 
common with ninny other such areas, the canabsa- 
rinii of the lucal Rivet Amn and die improved 
drainage work* Llial went with il enabled rapid agn- 
c u lima I intensification cm a site that hud been Ijghtiy 
■mourn ml for centra ll-s. "Tile dry conditions and 
li pp I icnti i m * of l enti1 iscr and he rbici dc virliially cl i m - 
mated die characteristic wet grassland faun* and 
ftorn". M7 tl was all for inching—the arable land swift¬ 
ly fell derelict as "noihing could improve the soil 
beyond ptwir quality agricultural Umd"\ M The RSPB 
purchased the site In 19®9, ami reinstated summer 
gra/mg and hay culling. rcprolilcd banksofihe graz¬ 
ing linn vh ditches, ami created both permanent and 
temporary shallow pools- Tlu- liclds were *Tcswded 
with a mix as close as„, [fray] could gd lo the sur¬ 
viving patches of original grass under hedges".** 
Around K0 hectares of ihe Hood plain an: in undated 
every winter- and these silvery sheets of water 

*# *r 

thronging with cacophonous legions of birds are m 
awe’inspiring sight. The result for both flora and 
fauna is u dramatic turnaround in their fortunes The 
numbers of breeding and wintering waders and wild¬ 
fowl have rocketed. “The nice thing is being able to 
bring people here und prove to the in that you can 
restore diversity, noi in a 1 detune but in less than li 
decade”, says Tim Call ii way. site manager - m {Similar 
work has been carried out on the internationally 
important Nene Washes reserve in Cambridgeshire, 
which in the bite 1970s was 75 r /? intensively 
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cropped,) Ah with most RSPB reserves, there art 
opportunities Eo visit or volunteer.,*) 

RSPB 

Uppcitnn"* Bum Visitor Centre 

Wiggonholt 

Pu thorough 

W, -Sussex RH2U 2EL 

Tef: 0I79K 874042 

Those hard-rockin' Lomeshaye 
Villagers 

Si mated i, ml the Eli ■■ kI 11 1n in i.it i tkL r River Odder near 
Nelson in Lancashire, Lomeshayc was deigned ai a 
Robert Owen* style model villnigje in the early I7lh 
century by Enlightened' industrialist Richard 
Eeroyd, eo boutic the workforce for his new mill. In 
the (980s, the river wvl recklessly diverted and a 
vast iiulysinj.il estate built on the floodplain just a 
hundred yards from Ecroyds callage*. The heavy 
Hoiiding thui came ns a result of the development in 
the winter of 1WI/2 united the villagers against it: 
"[ATier the tUHwIs] I spoke to people that I didn't 
speak to before, but we re all in the same rmncT 
we p ve just hud enough here—they he spoiling our 
village and we must do something about ft," They 
negotiated belter flood defences, but two years Inter, 
adding insult to injury, came u proposal to demolish 
the mill's old weaving shed imd build a 24-hour 
indtislrial cur purk in its place. After they defeated 
Oiis, they carried on the momentum by forming the 
Lomeshaye Villagers" Group, with the novel idea of 
giving themselves some control over iheii own sur¬ 
roundings tor a change. They created their own 
"Loamy Wood 1 nature reserve on the ulte of the old 
river course. f to try and provide some screening 
from the metallic vista that we now hud in Horn of 
us." They planted n traditional hedgerow and 2S0 
trees, aaid built footpaths and dry stone Walls llPI of 
which meant learning new skills. The cum re piece 
was a pond to replace the mJirshcs infilled by the 
estate, including every wet land plant historically 
recorded in Lancashire. and a dipping platform and 
boardwalk for ihe children from the local nursery. 
Hie reserve was complete and 'looking idyllic ', 
when along came another proposal; for u permanent 
hood atievcation scheme (which they needed), but 
with the typical sting m ihe mil of a road, ear park 
and loading bay straight through the mu Idle of the 
reserve, threatening everything they had created. But 
they have now defeated this too, and l heir El rial pro ¬ 
ject is for a much larger pond on Lop of a Elood ham- 
er, with some very large reed beds, purely for 


wild lifer One villager says of the reserve Uiat 1 J fed 
peaceful and 1 foci as ihough I'm Queen nf the Earth 
when 1 sti up there." Another says that '"We re «*» 
Cajnfy pot L-nVErcmiTicilLaJisIs, but We art people who 

believe that wc could empower ourselves and make 
very, very positive changes, Basically he!Living in 
each other and yourselves, ihat you can achieve 
something, you don't need to rely on others lo 
achieve anything,"^ 1 Ntiff said, 

Lonmhnyc Villagers Group 
c/o Andrew Clifford 
29 Ik'rnyd Street 
Lomcsfwye Village 
Pendle BB9 7BJ 
TU; 01282 692 * 4 ? 

OTHER CONTACTS 

faunH 1..Miit 

Cminfil Nvr Nariftnikil Parki 
24h Umhfc* Hill 
UmtkHiSWl tLJ 
T«l: 0 i?l 9344077 

In IW1 clw CNP puUbhfll ihr pnafenaUiii report "Wild S> 
Palpi m ihf NiUhmmI ftefci«r Bqjand puJ Wale*" They hup? m foi- 
]uw hi i TCiinniincruJDtiofiii flinpu^b in IM9SI hy -wctl m|r up a 'Wilder 
Aic.is Action Group*. 

N>t>icnc RnlamlUHV I'u '|l'u I 
Hii b -li -l , NjIuel" i thin liiii l 
M'lihnijn'ls.'r House 
J^Krtviifdlli^ll IT-l 1UA 

idioms 45 j ini 

For Iht "Habitat RchflLKnimi Project; PsKtsbeOi natl BiWinjiruithie*", 
Huh Ofydfih, 3.n b liili Kiturr Hf-rfon-li Rrpiirt 3MM IKW* i. •ii>l Either 
3lictdLujc. Uvrrly littfi^rLa), bu\ □ iKlptut iljJUnH |*Mn I D*fl ! l hnprt 
lo M 11 i l- hi kftO* Our iFiry nrt I In- M^i^llT^>ur nl llK fttuM 

SliihTlllcJII |i M r^lPir»4S»K»nflV Ijvillf 

4? i-hj;hl^iNh KinuI 
LcfllhertiMd 
iSimcy K m SSt^ 

W'.imJcpI iiI Vl 1 jJ.bJl-^iTpiun^li'in r^killllli; ike 1 yklOtf-' n hPCO-Edited cut* 
iuit luid client. h-> lo* Ilk; '«>ntd p»ptil*- 

Ikw EiptaHaT nrihnlgd ftvducs "*Atumduiit Uvknf inlh? C«nlfl| 
Aif? vf IN Tn&\ "‘t'rfisfwjiig nurOwiv"' >uid Inh oF uilwr JHunpMeU 

^(-li'rr-EiiiA Sh’i.iiIJilhl 

2 1A Oofitci e "w h 1 enr 
EdlntJW]b 8113 r\Y 
1 bb Dili 

Not nrjlly rnj;^god! in harviH'da irUnmlntti wiirk, bid They kHW ■ few 
pc^iplc vtliu sit! A l.iLiI\’=I Fiji ii ^rnw'iii^ hwi* mscnL il Ibt lore!IC>eil 
uE I'chE ct> jI and vxiqE in iiiw^ 

I Prmh\tt *n instate \n* of llw 4W opmc . 

Svdcty I'rar jMrnilofficii Orynralum 
The W' lmEc IEihjk 
IS* Aflii^^ff R+i-u! 

WliKhnter SOi^ 6AY 
TfJ njMft^ JIS44CKF 

A UKrul iil'Ivl ltIli up jHnnl I m inlninulMiiMMM *. i.ihajiti.i] .iLuilk ui 

ilk- UK nJk3 .jhHirJi! i>ij-.iiilmi<ije * iiM+jcM” umitittut for 24iOO to pro- 
nki« corwicpth min jwticr oif pfUnuption 
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Tbe only half-decent thing to 
came aijt of the horrific M 
extension through Twyford 
town was the ripping up, re¬ 
cun [ourmy and grassing over of 
the old A33 Winchester bypass. 
It gave the people of 
Winchester easy access across 
the flood meadows of the River 
lichen to St. Catherine's Hilt 
for the f irst time in decades, A 
mere 5 year* after the work 
was done,, however, and the 
local council already wants to 
re tamn^c 20 acres of the site 
as a pnrk-afld*f1d* facility. 
There ft strong locul opposition 
to being robbed of their pre- 
clous green space once more. 
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Storming the Palace 

Park Life in South London 


1 


J 



Rising from flat suburban S, London and crowned with a huge 160ft television transmission tower; 
Crystal Palace Park boasts the tallest hill in the capital's south. In one of Londons more surreal 
green spaces ornamental gardens, a football stadium, and geese covered lakes mix with grand 
stone staircases that go nowhere and 30ft hollow i9th Century metal dinosaurs. 


This wan the second site of ihc greai e* hi ha dor in 
the List century* ii cclcbraierjf cxtnivagiih7J glnfll^- 
ing the |w»wcr nl ihc British Empire uml ils global 
reach. The vast glora palucc which hud held displays 
and artifacts from every comer of the world hum! 
down In the 1930s, ironically jlttl m the Empire was 
fregjfining Eu face a rc-cmerging opposition in eHc 
T hird World. All thui remains now jre piles of nib¬ 
ble, the c>dd column and the dinosaur*. Nineteenth 
century scientists’ FnisuDdentwd the bones’ they dis- 
covered so the monsters are hopelessly misshapen. 
Used in the Second World War as bomb shelters ihcir 
iii.iLii functitin now seems lo k lo creuie a bi?dm 
backdrop for local kad% so lake dru^s by niGOnjight 
Already well established aa a place of drama, srnd 
weirdness, Crystal Palace secured ideally suiied lor 
ihc direct action to cnine. 

For thred years locals had (height ihc load Councils, 
plan to hmld a multiplex cinema but iheir legal cunt- 
paign had got chem nowhere, 'flue multiplex will 


destroy the highest pari of the park including the now 
wooded and w ikied Pataca foundation site. 
Following ihLii Lin me heel'* ol Ihc defence and evic- 
lion of a tree sMe in Kingsian Park (p. I48)g ic was 
almost by natural selection that the action site at 
I'rVMiil l ? :iLice u.k established- So |usC :lUct mid 
night on April Fools Day a crew of eighteen peo¬ 
ple land two dog&t qnieity reel aimed the site of the 
Palace. 

The Rise of "Crystal Pallets' 

Ry dawn we had cents, nets and squatting notices 
up, quickly followed by the first visit from the 
enemy who were politely rokl tltey were trespassing 
and ecu Ed they fuck off and knock next time, h was¬ 
n’t king before the media circus arrived, fresh, ulcrt 
amt Ieh iking for Swampy. Frotsi day one the press and 
TV crews, were invasive, seeking io dominate and 
exploit us while remaining aloof about their aims. 
With a degree of wisdom Ruined from our experi¬ 
ences may he we can learn to control ibe media feed- 
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mg frenzy by dimply issuing statements whilst hand 
picking selective interviews 

Support from the local residents came quickly. For 
□bnut three years (heir protest had failed, suddenly 
there was a rww focus for dtelr energies. People from 
utl around tins micicnl hill top site arrived with food, 
clothes, shelter, tools* and mountains of pallets. II 
you haven. 1 ! been to a direct action site you wxiiFt 
understand I be slider possibilities that lie in piitlcls. 
Nearly every struthirc, every trechtHisc T barricade 
unci bender is made from them. The site WHS thus 
nicknamed ’CryMai Pallets'. 

Being u Sports Council site, no lottery ewsh could 
he thrown sit the Palaces » the Tory council cocked 
up cite old recipe of Tegeneratioaf. Alum bells woke 
up a dedicated bund of local residents, who having 
exhausted their 'democratic' rights, accepted wkui 
they knew m their hearts was the only course of 
action left-thc direct otic, 

Wjilurt six weeks a comfortable, if toxic, borne for 
dozens was built Toxic because after the Pal nee had 
burned down, the site was used to dump blitz nubble, 
resulting in an unusual concentration of lead in the 
soil. To add to this, the council had allowed flylip- 
ping including lots, of asbestos! Anyway, black to the 
story, The supper both moral and material, contin¬ 
ued ed flood in. Surveys showing 85% local opposi¬ 
tion ha die development were the norm, and thou¬ 
sands were inkling their names to petitions. 
Therefore it was no surprise to leum that II rum ley 
Council were obstinately digging their beds in. They 
warned these 'filthy illegal squatters" Off tlielr 3 nnd 
or...erm, they'd evict (surprise). Full moons come and 
went and with them, new direction, new impetus,. 

MftJ-Summer Madness 

Over the summer swathes of the Palace posse trav¬ 
elled. marched and danced to Various 
purtics/protcMs. The tour started from home on 
ElclEune 4 May 1st), where spaced out goats played 
with the animals resident nnd visiting. Come the G8 


Global street party on May I6lh we put on our 
gladmgs. tuned it up lo the hilt and ad il with them, 
in Birmingham. The uiniusphere in nnd around the 
sound system was fucking wild, fucking wicked, yet 
any one dem the upturned car won't need reminding 
of the eerie intense few seconds as some lunatic 
attempted to set it on fire, A wotd of advice: Get the 
car near the pigs tun your family before you light die 
blue touch paper and retire. All day and night 
Birmingham had a electric air, resonant with the 
vibration of creative unified resistance. 

With summer Came the usual problem-*. on site, 
t‘mi sumption ot drugs increased and a mainly 
lunched out recycling program led to conimiiiml 
a re ns being spaces to avoid. In umongst the nits, 
flies, fillh and beer cans, alcoholic* flourish. 
Fighting auihnriiy takes sobriety. 

Other things Howe ring and fruiting chat summer 
were our train, veg r herbs and flowers. Attempt ing to 
work with a permaculture ethic, we harvested beaus, 
tomatoes, ciiurggeitcs, potatoes, nasturtiums. onions, 
blackberries and more I forgot. Establishing produc¬ 
tive gardens can be as Important us climbing up 
trees. Not everyone w live in trees but We eun all 
look after plants. Rediscovering old skills for a 
brighter future. 

Whilst the festivities llII around were going on 
security was breached at the Palace three times or 
more- Firstly by the Police Forward Entellegitnce 
Team (FIT) w ho look the piss by storming onto site 
ynd filming this and demanding tliul. More vigilance 
was needed if (he community was to keep the Male 
oft and be u true temporary auuwionknix zone. 

Coupled wiih an in (lux of Babylon 's waifs and 
siruys who took advantage nf tbtr welcoming atmos¬ 
phere. site life took on u more strenuous* and stnflk 
ful atmosphere, During July thefts from site were 
happen itlg k and regulaily. Tools, money, even 
Tasmanian passports were going missing from under 
our noses. We have hut ourselves to blame for not 
being a light-knit crew. 



According to the multiplex's architecht inn Ritchie, 
* Building is an net of economic and cutturoi virility'' 
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These fapses, wiih ensuing witch hunts fuelled by 
pamnoia, combined, with the constant boilflbafdmenf 
of microwave* frmti the TV must meant focus and 
momentum was losi, and the days were noticeably 
getting ^Hurler... and all ihu while Bromley Council 
were shuffling and squirmmg. issuing writs and 
threats. The camp decided to lake the 1'ighl to them 
iyou gotta raise the stakes). Having Ignored three 
yean. of |>rc»iesi and the voices of all who Jived there 
wc decided n big luck off parly might change the per* 
speelive slightly. 

The full morns on Augusl Hth 19M saw sound sp* 
teim, over 900 people and as much stimulation as a 
person can shave tip their nose hu the tap ridge adja¬ 
cent in the site. 



The sun lose to u fantastic vibe, new friends, and a 
spotlessly clean EiltcrmiLth heralded what w ,n to be a 
miiseTilled early Autumn* There was n ‘village lair' 
which it musi he said we lunched out. punk nigSus, 
more sound systems interwoven with regular can¬ 
did it vigils. 

VVe knew 1 ns we entered into SepiemkT tJic game 
bad taken a new twin. The legal challenge by ihe lib¬ 
eral Crystal Palace Campaign w&s fullering- and 
ts'idly. No surprise ihere (see Never Trn\t the Middle 
Ctasse* box). The pagan festival cf Samhain 
approached and the merry big band from Pa luce 
Honed to look inward* with thonghis of evictions. 

Pe reuse h that lotted ull Summer like they Would 
remain fantasies took shape as wc poured lonne after 
lonne nf concrete on to madly unstable land. 

The earth wc walked f« nearly a year was as it 
turned oui perfect ground for our crtpinccft of 
sketchy consinicHon. As holes appended and got 
deeper (digging spurred on by rumour* of existing 
lunnd networks), from the surface rose Faulty 
Towers of scaffolding. 

With more spikes than a pun* picnic, more wired 
than any tvophciamm assays in, lltc original damaged 
leaning rawer of piss *«k increasingly dominated the 
landscape. Come eviction it was over forty foot high 
and well over 4(X) cans Of Smmgjbow Super old- 
Memories of it still fresh hong smiles to faces. 

Wiih winter fast approaching, the debris on sile 
both animate and inanimate was pilmg up. For some 
it wus lime to move offsite and recuperate, for those 
living on sile the need to pady was never far away. 

Wh;U do you do when the local rednec k pah jtiM up 
the raid gets buntded yp? Get sound systems and 
your mates and rock il Lhafs what A posse quickly 
reclaimed il (obviously feeling very al home therek 
Lind caused the Council yel more he;idaches v 


The long arm of the to w plucks a defender 

out of his tree. 

During (hose dark, dark mg his around Warner 
Solstice actions were planned and carried out against 
the partnerships who wanted io develop the inp 
ridge, Hilling multinationals \r easy—They are every¬ 
where. hui faceless property developers tike London 
and KcgLonal Properties arc more tricky. Owned by a 
Dutch company and based in an off-shore Guernsey 
bunk account. chcM; bastard wide boys were almost 
unreachable, suffice to say we knew where ihe direc¬ 
tors. lived 

Eviction Paranoia Et Eviction Reality 

With Yule came ihe first major eviction para¬ 
noia,The fear was based around mi finished defenses, 
nil, and die small matter of Bromley being granted an 
Oftter to evict* al elicit leisure. With pleasure We gtH 
our minds on the job in hand. Amusing dedication to 
the cause saw towers appear in all directions arid as 
we erne red the final year of ihe millennium rumours 
Lind CiiuiiUn-niMMUirs did ihe rounds Again It 

It seemed, paranoia aside, thai it was possible ami 
plausible that the Forces of Darkness would strike 
quickly after the New Year. With this in mind local 
residents dug deep for the umpteenth lime to supply 
ihe crew with brew, and vegans with... whatever 
those funny people cat and drink. 

It came to pass fhat. definitely, for certain, IfJO 1 ^ 
they were coming in on the -4th of January, Warnings 
were issued countrywide and a po&rc of around 
people climbed up trees, wenl down tunnels at 
locked «in said a vigil of around 40 local h anxiously 
waited from bam to welcome the state. 

Mean white at [he Epsom sile {see articles end! 
around 300 police wiih double thal number of seeu» 
lily laid siege to ihe Silver Birches, They met llcrrt 
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resistance from she sale occupier who moaned about 
being woken up. Game Over Epsom* Sigh of relief 
for Pataee. 

Gypsies paid us £20 per hwid so that they could 
dump tires on our site—-which we used for defences, 
Business .nourished os did die barricades—shame 
about the wildlife, More S warn pineal ic)0 by die cor¬ 
porate iiiL'di li, Intent on hlghiigluing tedious triviali- 
ties. When will we leant? 

Storm clouds gathered over ihc hilltop as the day¬ 
light hours grew longer. Many nights and days were 
spent In various stales of mind watching I he natural 
light shows. We had it all there, from temperatures 
above MwJl to downpour** lightning and double rain¬ 
bows Ain't nature wonderful? 

After ttsbok tyet another pagan date for your 
diary k ihe eviction wind up got into gear with the 
barricading and trial runs happening at the 321 Squai 
centre just down the road in Brixton (see p. 132). 
Judging by appearances in February. many nn situ 
were starting to wish the eviction on themselves and 
who con blame them? 

At. the full moon on the third of March the slate 
moved in to restore (heir order and repossess this 
most toxic of squats, People Eind defenses were 
readyi-Hh for the battle to commence. All Ihmugh (he 
night before people rushed about sorting out where 
the last minute drinks were being had. With dawn, 
there was the arrival of various substances and again 
Sots of media. Whose luckin' eviction is this any¬ 
way!'.- 

Up m the Faulty Tower our vantage point wasn't* 
great Bloody trees were obscuring all the action but 
it was gotpd enough to see over 350 eup* storm in 
quickly, mosi in riot gear. Within ten minutes or so a 
lot of ground support was gone, people failing to get 
into tack-on posLiuuts in the chaos. 


The massive operation brought nil traffic to a 
grinding halt. Pensioners and school kids were 
unwittingly cangtu up in a military manoeuvre. A 
half hour into the eviction end the scale of it all was 
v l vidly apparent. Fearing a take over of the TV ihli^i 
masses of pigs had galhcred around it getting 
micro wave* i 10 fuck, 1 mean as if we would.., 

Fencing contractors ordered by Bromley to break 
the law duly obliged, lending off a right of way, 
Homing the instrucEionh ot two High. Court judges. 
Conic nighEtalI thai Ill 'll day. one could only imagine 
what everyone else was teclmg, UndcrgEtauctd, tip 
trees t Sucked on in holes of on ywr own up e £5 few* 
tower (hat had no shelter, no bedding and m» EolhL. 
Dedication 10 duly docs not sum up feelings of admi- 
r:inon for the women and inert, girls and hoys, who 
time and time again put their arses on the line, 
Altruistic beautiful people every single one of 'em. 

Evictions sire to he enjoyed til possible) and 
frankly we were having a giggle constantly hailing 
baby-faced cuppers who couldn't resist stroking 
saplings. By day two of the eviction [wice as many 
security had either been arrested for shoplifting, 
stealing videos or for lighting as had been arrested 
on our side. 

Most of the trees wen? cut down before nightfall 
and as wc curled up lhaE night, our thoughts were on 
our brothers and sitters in much more perilous posi¬ 
tions than us. Up Oft the Faulty Tower we went lo 
sleep knowing Ehcy were coming to get us—and 
soon, One of our lot, freezing cold and starving and 
without brew for two days was si LIE refusing to gel 
oil what was a hugely sigmlacant strategic lower on 
tup nl a. bunker. Babylon wa> duly unimpressed. 

Things were getting very surreal. Police were giv¬ 
ing u^ Mexican waves at sunrise. On duv three they 
asked us lo '.jug Happy Birthday to one of their 



[mi dnys. Building towen can be j very effective defence Enc* 
tic in fighting development v LeEt: In 1975 is pan of ikz vast 
rehiVliiinec to the building of [kfr To^fco Airport at Naritii. 
liipiincse peumnts limit two U2 me ire high tewer^i. Slum I mg nt 
the end; ul Ibe first runway the lasers prevented tSte take offer 
landing of uny planes, Thu of Ihouundf defended the lower*, 
marked up r 4 caring lidmecs and wielding pike-. 'SttnmuuktX 
by pekh M gteaming mirtttM ihat day in d nr iht 

txwird jiftttifth- Ij'-l imp! prefers, Ainti intmimf whlfig 

Hit lb* J&ined nmrx vf rtx defendenf. Ax if thr Jrtfftt fOPCtl af 
thr mrfh M cuttir fag€titer fit* rtpltmih ifrr* vf jfia.fr 

to defend it, itfttiitHt thoxt who woidd ,%pmtd tfhf jW/ 
dj dmrA.'-fkom hbenr (Japanese Arurehi.*i iu,igj L L J76 
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males.“Is that before you smash cmr skull* in unit 
hprziy CS gas in our eyes - or after?" We dtdn'i both¬ 
er. 

After deliberating for some time they iwk out the 
[gucr quite swiftly. About five hours elapsed before 
be was finally cleared. ITiis turned mto a blessing For 
ei enabled us up there to he re-united with the posse 
on the icmmjuM in time for us to witness a pished 
chief druid/bikcr who lIrinka lie's Kilk^ Arthur wob- 
blc then full backward* tumbling down the bank. 
Monarchy—HA l 

Typical post-eviction Cflehrniti»ris ensued, fully in 
ihi- knowledge th.a ihrec of our males were still 
uiidcryround. Drinks were drunk for them* repeated¬ 
ly! UnJesi having worked and lived underground it 
isdil I isiiIt tocompfehciid the changes in your aware- 
iiess. Days turned to weeks. On Hie eighth our 
Lancashire uamniJe emerged from his bunker after u 
butane hotlEc leaked under ground. 

Words aplenty have been spoken about the two 
naughty kid* sLayirig nndurgioLind in [Jiuir len by six 
fi hunker Tor 19 days. Hy slaying down they mas¬ 
sively increased the cost o i I he eviction. They 
refused hi speak either to iha media, ptitice or tunnel 
(cams (see box io I hr right). This admirable show of 
mi compromise, either with the suite or spectacle 
should he found at evictions more ofceit Many of us 
eould do a lot worse than following their good exam¬ 
ple. 

The East bunker dwellers were taken oil’s he nearly 
three weeks after the eviction hid started, making 
Crystal palace the longest eviction in British history, 
However, the right wasn't over, for n lew laced 
prison on unrelaled charges. one of whom drier 
spendiEt|T 19 days underground wih hanged up for a 
month usance ei 25 year old ^ntt-unkm taw a Et just 
show^ the extern of Buby Ion's annoyance. I'm sure 
iI k- £2 million evktion hill must have upset them a 
hil Still, they bleeding Marled il. 

So the complex Bran ley have about die complex 
fhey wart has not Vanished. Ah we go lo press 
Babylon is tied up in red: lape uf its own nuking. 
Many of m went hack to Mir homes outside South 
London while other Paloceitcs have remained. living 
as a community squinting in Stnc-adiani. Whether still 
in the area or nol we all valued I he time and experi- 
L-nces snir great Mother produced there. As did loads 
of residents who changed and adapted to the new cli- 
mate {of resistance^ 

The aeitgeist seems to force more ami more into 
taking action,, and with each week rtew people Join 
the hoards, 
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Two Statements From The 6unker 

1) For year* politician s have been sc I hue our 
future to multinational companies, Ordinary peo¬ 
ple are constantly excluded from decisions about 
ihcir own environment The only way for us io 
resist lhis is by direct action. Every day we remain, 
we eost'diem money. which makes the scheme less 
viable. 

As anurehists we hope that by resisling this 
development, we will not only protect this historic 
site, but will move one step closer lo u future in 
which neither politicians, nor business, but people 
ihem^dves control every aspect of thdrown lives,, 

2) Contrary eh some opinions* our action was not 
«e media stuni foul direct action. Our aim was lo pro- 
lecl the site and hinder those who seek to profit 
from it's destruction. 

As atiare liists we understand direct action lo be 
lhe only way people are empowered, and real 
change achieved .There is no spectacle that the cap¬ 
italist media could c reale dial would do justice to 
the reality of the campaign, or the community thnl 
has grown front it. The collective action of this 
CoinmmiEiy is more important chart any personality 
or individual efforts.As capitalist media canton be 
expected to fan ly represent any action that under* 
mines the capitalist system, we will nm be saying 
any more. 


A Surreal Day In Epsom 

It was the firsi working day or 1999, The head- 
t|turners of Shell had been occupied -fsce page 125) 
and the London Underground offices hud been 
invaded in solidarity with tube striker*. At the same 
lime around 70 of us hud responded to an eviction 
sesi re at the Crystal Palace action camp. 

Although lhe eviction alert turned out 10 be false 
alarm, we soon round out I hat whilst we hud been 
waiting for (he bailiffs its arrive the eviction ai the 
Epsom antbmud/car pa-k camp elsewhere in South 
London bud begun. Energy ami enthusiasm at the 
Crystal Palace camp was low and many people were 
reluctant to leave the sice. However one vehicle 3c i l 
immediately hoping Lhal security al Epsom would 
stilt Ik- minimal and Lhat they'd be able to get on site, 
loner, I jumped mtL* a car with a few others. During 
the journey we received a call from the first van who 
warned os of Ok scale of che police presence and that 
the only person t« haw been at the camp when the 
eviction began had already been arrested and taken 
to court. Wc decided to continue hut logo straight io 
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the court to support tlic person who hud been jmsl- 
ed. Arriving at one of the police rand blocks slopping 
all + 5 U 4 ipiciow P looking vehicles going into die town, 
we quickly became aware of the we of the police 
operation. After a brief delay we drove to the court 
building. 11 was from ibis point on chat the day 
became increasingly biz.y.urc. 

The camp at Epsom was small with very few peo¬ 
ple living there and serious* resistance to the cvjciiun 
was unlikely, Despite this being obvlou* to ibu local 
police* whose headquarters were located directly 
opposite the camp. the scale of the security measures 
taken wns phenomenal Several hundred police .md 
security surrounded the site whilst baillils and 
climbers cleared the trees and structure* that hud 
Ixfen built by those resisting the development. Their 
operation, however* stretched much further Elian the 
boundaries of the euinp. 

Shortly siller being refused entry to the court build¬ 
ing by live cops an unmarked while van drew up,, 
the side door opened anti several members of the 
Metropolitan Police FIT team jumped ouL They 
approached us ;riiricdiately, addressing lhe person I 
was with by her FrfSt name. Slightly shocked our nal- 
uml response was to get up and leg it. As we turned 
the first comer I noticed a person not in police uni¬ 
form speak into their out. He also began to chase us 
along wiih ihe two cops from FIT They were all fair¬ 
ly unfit* ho we managed id lose them t|ihle easily. 
After hiding for a while behind a public toilet wc 
ventured back out onto the High Strcel There were 
cops on almost every street COnler. We (vegan walk¬ 


ing back to the Court where* along with the person 
wiio'd been arrested, we bumped in to a few nihcr's 
who had 1 seen Involved in the campaign. 

Keen lo find somewhere to get tea and chill out we 
left the court together. A van full of police in black | 
boiler suits followed us slowly m a group of police 
photographers took pictures whilst some me rn ben of 
FIT attempted to strike up conversations. Keen not to 
kiid a police convoy to the house ol the friendly per¬ 
son who hail offered us a room to relax we split up. 

A couple ol people went buck to the cur wc had 
arrived in, only to Ik- followed by a police van, whilst 
others til us went into tourist shops to avoid thppttgj 
iogmphcrs. Undeterred FIT continued their harass¬ 
ment. Each ol us wun being tailed by two or three 
eops. one of whom had either a Mills or video cam- 
cm. Trying to minimise the nuinhci of pictures they | 
could get of us we tried to use paper hags from a gift 
shop as make-shift masks. 

it was clear dun the cop?* following us were under 
instructions not in let us go anywhere without fceejh 
mg us under observation. Perhaps the local police 1 
were expecting either a much larger response to the 
eviction alert, of for the few people who turned up eu 
the site i it uiiempi to ns-oocupy the camp or damage 
the machinery being used lo clear the trees, 1 
Unfortunately ihete wan- am possibility of our being 
able to achieve either of theiie things. We called the 
jwrson driving ihe car we had arrived in, umirtged a 
meet mg point and travelled back ns Crystal Palace— 
followed, of course r by a van lull of cops and KWi 
a I members of the FIT team, A truly bi/zarc day! 


Never Trust the Middle Classes 

“The tfcchDUSCMire built, the tunnels dug and Uic small 
community is already on eviction alert. A world away, ho 
the rarefied atmosphere of QC Anthony Scrivener's 
Uray's Inn chambers, barrister and Bromley resident 
Philip Kolvin |far right 11 is leading his campaign of ‘pm- 
fcHsionEtl resistance against the council, (from the Trade 
mji gjjmn c Estalcs Gazette* 20th February 1999 1 ..) 

Kokin's Campaign (nicknamed BabylonProtest) 
purposefully set itself apart from the site, groups and 
locals involved in direct action, while simultaneously 
reaping the financial few*aid of the televised resistance. 

Mistakenly thinking they were giving money to the die 
many donated to die + campaign' which instead went on 
countless fruitless legal mnnouvres. Money Hooded in to 
ihe campaign cofTtrt (£30,<XK>t 1 while those on site often 
went w it Iiu lle food or basic action supplies — relying often 
on what lliey codld *kip and steal. 
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Street Parties and Sausages 

News from Germany 


Huttendorf-frolics 


The anli*A33 llliiccndorf is a protest camp and 
autonomous space again*! die construction of a 
motorway near Bielefeld in Morth Germany, The 
AJ3 has been planned since 1937 and building starv 
ed 25 years ago. killuneire 1 * are yet Ha be built, 

which wilt in parts lead Lhrough highly sensitive 
ancicnl woodland. 

Tlie hrsi amp was set up about 0 years ago near 
Dissen, on a bil o| the n*utc already in use tnday. In 
the beginning, there were only 2-3 people who were 
ignored Hy ihe police and who Inal never thought lhi> 
would linn inlet a long-term project The more sur¬ 
prised everyone wti when more and more people 
came, anti when the comp was fltifilly evicted, there 
Were enough motivated people to move on a few 
kilometres and set up a new ernnp. 

Since ihcn. alHUil 5 camps were set up successive¬ 
ly, which were the base for actions cuch sis sue inva« 
Mtim and roud blockades. The motivation umongst 
people involved is quite diverse, bul these might be 
the mam aspect*; First of a!| r the ' Elilttendorl" is a 
protest comp against the A33 and building of motor¬ 
ways in genera]. with the transformation of the Bftilll 
into a concrete desert- Included in this is resistance to 
the whole capitalist system and Inhuman society, 
which motorways are airily an element of. Beyond 
thai. living in the Hiiitcndorf means, or at least it 
should mean, to be able tej live a life with more t ree- 
Join and quality ihtin possible in I he 'outside WOfld' 
of iinonymlly. coriformiiy and pressure, 
in Hi bMt limes, about 15-20 people were living in 
1 1 il* camp bLtE i he re have been quite bud tunes as well, 
Two years ngo, ihcre were two camp# at the same 
time after one was unsuccessfully evicted. These 
quickly turned btlo comps of quite different chiimc- 
ter. In February 3 997, one of the camps w» finally 
cviclcd so people moved together which led to 
conflict*, with endless discussion^ abtniE veganism, 
scsjsin and politico) correctness. We still managed to 
put on an RTS in !>is*cn in August 1997 (see sepa- 
rale nrticlej. 

We were expecting an eviction nciy day in the early 
spring of I99tt b so we started building barricades, 
pulling up new walkways and so on. In Juty/AuguM 
we Hied Id find a new *ilc for die neat camp, hut 
there weren't many stale-owned plots left- Wc dually 
found nearly a wlmle forest owned hy an Etrl/Lord 
(or whatever). Obviously we weren't eoo successful 
when wc fried to ask him for a bil of land to set up 


camp, so we started squatting on has territory. 
Generally, the Actions of this summer were rather 
symbolic- Noe having many 'climbers' at ihe time,, 
wc mainly set up tents and stained building huis, 
building a tower mily once, Wc were evicted about 
every two day* and taken tu die police siailon regu¬ 
larly. So we didn't get very far, ju*i got on their 
nerves a bit and showed we wouldn't give up. 

Although wc had been t^pccEing an eviction of the 
main camp for a long time, it 1mally came as u sur¬ 
prise in October 3998. There were only four people 
in the lrevs and some others in their huts and wagons 
who were quickly surrounded hy cops Still. die evic¬ 
tion could be stopped for a few hum ns they 3iad 
problems gening people oul oi the trees. Although 
the cups has a special climbing unit, they had to call 
a cherry picker. Cutting started right awuy and fulling 
trees nearly hn irccsitiers. They wen slarted felling a 
tree two people were sitting on. Forlunalely. no one 
got hurt. There weren’t any arrests hut we might be 
held liable for the whole cose of the eviction, about 
DM 150,000, 

Everyone was burnt out and motivation rather low 
after the eviction. Cops harassed and followed the 
‘llucticndoerfleiTr everywhere. We were ahu has- 
sled by the Landlord of a nearby Hat everyone had 
moved to Ml 5 of us plus several dogs instead of the 
usual 6 inhabitants)* There were hardly any actions 
at that time. 
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Wcr still didn't want to give up and panned anoth¬ 
er aei ton for November. A lot of new, motivated peo¬ 
ple came to Luke the land ami unlike previous notions 
in summer everyth in u was quite well planned Hind 
organised, If look 2-3 hours until we were evicted 
just because of one person silting on top of ft lint we 
built h tor which they ordered the hr* brigade tspe¬ 
cial ly,- 

This gave us a kick uml tve mode plans lor anoth¬ 
er action at Christmas. So white the rest of 
Boighol Khan sen was silting around their Christmas 
trees, 10 activist* went into the woods and set up a 
new J ) iuitendnrt' on the 1-jitTs Lind. Cops cleaned 
this quickly, lull wc ran and hid in a nearby derelict 
house the police didn't care to remove its ns they 
thought the house wu* to dodgy to enter, So after 
they left, we climbed out and started building a camp 
again. This method worked until the cops cleared 


and destroyed the house with a special unit, but we 
coin aimed re squatting, until everyone, including the 
cops and ihu landowner was worn out. They had 
been confiscating all uur sleeping bags ami Kwh 
every morning, u; couldn't go on like this forever. 

Therefore, we finalty arranged a meeting with ihe 
police and the landowner from which we didn't 
expect much. And nobody understands the outcome 
—we were grunted a new site on which we'll be 
leg idly all it wed to set up camp, ity now, there ;uc 
already u lew w;i^»ns and people are busy building 
huts. 31 you want to drop by you’re more than wel¬ 
come, just give us a ctilL 

Anil A33 UUtleiidiirf, e/« WG ttollfcld. 
S^nekkaucmpi-rsinillc 22 \ i, 33 k 2 l > llnrgliol^bmiwn, 
trlTItlttliy 

Telephone; IHI4V lOl 542270 or mobile: 0172 
56031^1, Tmnil: hiiflfniilorf.iilJ^>vcb.dc 


Reclaim the Streets in Germoney 


This m Intended to be a short Overview of She RTS- 
movement in Germany, I lie first big RTS under this 
numb (although we obviously have always had screes 
parties as pud of Mil 1 squalling movement) Sunk place 
on August 3thh 19^7 in Dissen. a small town in she 
North, They're building a motorway there (see 
above], About 21W.1-34.HJ people came for il and (he 
crowd moved through (he streets around asmmdsys- 
icm. Tlie enps didn’t know how lo react at first 
because even they didn't feel they could use their 
usual force against such a happy, dancing mob. So 
they just accompanied us and there -ire rumours that 
tome were even seen dancing!" At some point the 
main mud wus taken, at ihc time the only connection 
between Usuabrtkk and Eticktek). two roajnr cities. 
It was blockaded with a tractor, tripods and lock-uns 
and the cops wen- told the party wouki slay there for 
2-3 3ioun>, After hesitating u bit, she police decided 
clearing she crowd would probably take longer thun 
that so fhcy'd just stand by and he bored. Alter about 
2 hours of wild dancing everything was packed up 
and people moved on Co tttic of the many motorway 
construction sites nearby to have a parly lusting long 
into the night and attracting most of the local kids. 

This successful action inspired twra people in 
Berlin in start preparing an RTS there. Unfortunately 
it took a w hile to get more people involved But the 
ilrst RTS in Berlin took place in November 1997* 
which admittedly had asked she police for permis¬ 
sion and was disrupted by a lot of slop and search by 
thu hiupitl cops, live advertising hadn't been perfect 


cither so tndy about I MU-150 people got together, but 
those that canoe were enthusiastic about this type of 
action, far from the commercialism of ihe Love 
Parade. Then the soundsystem gave up (always 
remember to bring enough fuel for the generator!I 
which kind of killed the party, *o people went on to 
demonstrate about the eviction of a sqtumcd Spanish 
village. 

Tht-s wiem'l exactly whut t had imagined an RTS te 
be like (no occupation, no blockades, stupid cops 
lined up around ii.„ bah), hut at least the ttUnwphc^ 

■ ind the response were gxmd, And people got to know 
each otlver which led to the formation of □ proper 
collective which got the halt tolling for the nett 
Berlin RT£ H At lint, there were just lour cl us: hut 
Wc distributed flyers and soon the group grew to 
include about IQ people. The ncxi Berlin RTS was to 
he on May 16th 3 WW 1 die Global Day of Action), to 
protest together with all those others across the 
world against the World Trade Organisation meeting 
in Geneva and c3ie G7/K summit in Birmingham. Onr 
motto was Tun can be Resistance!" But before 
things got serious there was an R r fS in Riel*Feld in 
April iO L m r About 2i m people demonstrated against 
the privatisation of public rends, the construction of 
the A33 as well as the fact that people constantly get 
moved on out of town centres. After initial difficul¬ 
ties {the cops were very stubborn! a junction was 
taken and blockaded with two I rip ids and two lodk- 
ons H Lind a truck sudtknly repealed ft soundiysicm, 
People started dancing right uwuy and a lot of 
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pussers-by joined in as the party was next to a busy 


ear bool sate, The cops didn't know what eu do 
except to surround and stop the parly for about 8 
hours, arresting 170 people, locking ihem up over 
night and subjecting them to physical and verba] 

abuse. 

With iIns experience; eur day in. Berlin approached 
and believe me. we were oorvws because we really 
couldn’t id I how many people would oartie or how 
ihe infamous Berlin thug-police would react (and 
ihere hud been quite & bti of riding on the I si of May 
I hat hud really pissed them off). 

A lot of people mined up ill Ihc meeting poml wjh 
at ihe Alcxanderptat/. a sup- culled dangerous phice 
wilh a constant police presence and security guards 
that hassle anyone who doesn't fit into their image of 
a consumer paradise. After a white I he mob moved 
out lo where the blockading group was waiting for 
the go-iilic-Kl and I he Critical Mass cyclists arrived. 
So simultaneously an old ear and some construction 
site fences blocked the ruad arid two |0m high 
tripuds were sel up. 

Because I W f lls stuck on 
one of ibose l could only 
watch from up high 
which was really horing.,. 
oh welli for the revolu¬ 
tion... The somulsystem 
kicked in and ihc junction 
Was filled with about KUO 
people. The weal her was 
good isim, sun, stiti'i and 
the busy road fra mod by 
the ugliest high-rises you 
could Imagine was tram- 

(tinned for u lew hours iiiid a colourful oasis and 
freed from sine Sly tralllc, The cops again couldn’t 
Ttgurc (ini how to rcadi u had all happened tea quick¬ 
ly. They first called in special anti-terrorist units 
tSEK> and hUfricadc breakers, but in ihc end slaved 
back. Al 6ptn the soundsystent, protected by a spnn- 
dneoij# fluw of dancing jieople, moved out of ihc 
vtreei and into -l legalized squat and the party dis¬ 
tal ved. Thu: same night we squatted an empty facto¬ 
ry and celebrated way into the night. 

Of course the next RTS had to follow soon and it 
tnok place on the day of the general election, 
September 271 h 19911, We were going to party in 
fnmi of the SPD ll^scUii Democrats) party headquar¬ 
ters, who were expecied to win the election. The 
meeting point was further uwyy this ciiiK and we 
lived the underground to get in the party location. 
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The oops Wanted to act a bit mare lough this time (« 
‘protect' Berlin, but this move mean! they complete¬ 
ly lost us. When we arrived at che party headquarters 
after ruling ihc train lor about 10 minutes not a uni¬ 
form was in sight which is always a nice thing. We 
had arrived with about 600 people and then: was a 
sou ndsy stem and tripod. A lot of things were paint¬ 
ed, banners and hammocks etc, put up. but only 
because the organising group had nicked all these 
decorations in ihc preceding weeks. No punters 
brought anyth lug themselves. It's a shame that so 
many people seem to have a consumer attitude 
towards -.uch events. I heipe a few feci guilty now! 

The planned SIMJ-eelehralton 'Yny. it’s OUT turn to 
fuck people over now!" was, supposed to start at Bpin, 
so the cops started hauling people at half pool live, 
moving Into the crowd, arresting people and trying 
unsuccessfully to lake the soundsystem. Bui after 
constant attacks, ihc ttuck with tJiL T »oundsystem dis¬ 
appeared off. The pony-mob moved on towards 
Kreu/berg and then drifted apart (unfortunately) 

before a proper riol could 
kick o(T. which I thought 
was a shame. Oh well. 

There Was another aclion 
in front of ihc Fried- 
richshajn's fa Berlin das- 
iricU town hall in October 
3 because tlic traffic 
com ml ssi< m w :js meet iilg 
to plan a six lane cx tens inn 
to the bypass. Ei was all m 
short notice so only abtiUl 
70 people turned up. We 
had ghctinbbHEers and 
drums and a large mu in road was occupied. Half an 
hour Inter the caps showed up. so the party moved 
into the town hull to psiy u visit In ihc traffic cmn- 
mission. The lialf-wlried cops hud parked [heir vans 
in the middle of the road so the traffic was stopped 
fbra further 45 minutes anyway, We had great fun m 
The town hall where we snE on the tables in the meet¬ 
ing hah uruJ hung banners over die city map and out 
of the window. Wb met wub much solidarity from 
passers-by and even from some commission mem¬ 
bers, The motorway woo T l be bmit for u whale yet. 
but ihe resistance to it is already growing (the next 
M11 ?h 

More RTSs had been pi armed. There's a lot to do h 
so conic round sometime. Send lovtldtm to: 

RTS, c/i> MW, Mmiteufdbtr. W. 19997 Berlin, 
(iermuity. Website hHp;//rl^jquu1 + llrl 

197 





















Antifascists in Action 



On She May 1st 199 %, the Jung*: NQiLOOid-dcmokriiil- 
en (JN), the fascist youth organisation of die NPD 
iimzi-partyf and she NPD ilseLI called a rally in 
Leipzig under the slogan "Day of National 
Resistance". They had previously planned a demon¬ 
stration which was banned hy the German judiciary. 
Nonetheless a rally could si ill be held for which they 
were predicting IQ-I5,QQQ hnnehends participating. 
May 1 si l*i a traditional workers" Uny on which they 
have taken dieii demand* for higher wages, betics 
working conditions. and st>ciiii services out orno (he 
streets. hut also celebrate* she revolutionary struggle 
of the wcM-king class worldwide- It's an opportunity 
for all disentranehised, marginalised, exploited peo¬ 
ple vvho've had enough of the eupitails' torture to 
demonstrate lu snail y) mi I Handy against the inhu¬ 
mane living and working conditions forced upon u*. 
The antifascists and other like miiidudi radical people 
fell trapped. What were we supposed to do; give the 
rtii^i scum a kicking and thus be unable So hike our 
own agenda (a society free of cOrtiroL power, dis¬ 
crimination and hieraichyj out onto she sireeLs. or 
ignore (he fascists and concentrate on the various 
revolutionary demonstrations to show ihe ruling elite 
were fed up with their shit? Why nol have both, w«c 
thought! 

"Hie Ann fa called a counter-demonstration and 
5QQG-60UU lighters slewed up, The naz,is assembled 
about 3000 shitluzads at iheir rally at the War 


Memorial, which is in light of their predictions quite 
pathetic, but sc ill a huge and threatening mobilisa- 
Lmn, signaling lhai times have changed and it"s not as 
eimy as iii was in (tie ‘80s us kick them oil the streets. 

To sum it up—even though is."s quite alarming tim 
ihe na/is are now able to organise and mobilise such 
large numbers, forcing us so adopt new strategics, I 
do consider she day i success, The fascists realised il 
was dangerous lo march. Lot* of iheir busses were 
trashed * lot* of bflnehcadtf were lent to hospital and 
the cops had to puy the costs of protecting the fas¬ 
cists, We had shown an tncigciue and determined act 
ot resisinnee and made dev that wc are nol going to 
tolerate their ddiuniunixing propaganda, After the 
riots in Leipzig, the mitifascists got into iheir car* 
and busses and the war waft taken to Berlin where it 
turned into mass rioting in support of Lhc revolution 
ary demonstrations live re. 

On September l&lh 1998, the IN and NPD once 
again called a rally* this time as part Of their election 
campaign. The planned location lor sheir rally 
proved so be the height of cynicism, They wanted in 
hold it in Iron! of she Sonne nblumenhaus 1 in 
Rostock, formerly inhabited by refugees and immi- 
grants, which was the target of a racist and fascist 
mob in August 1992 tsee box). Apparently the JN 
and NPD act themselves in the mm tradition as the 
racist mob. After she usual court proceedings, a rally 
ai the 'Sonnroblumisnhiius" was prohibited and. the 
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mi/, is hud to pursue a differenv roulc threrngh 
Ru^n:k. Su, 3*000 fuckfaces i urn ad up, while the 
'CoallLiod against the Right 1 assembled up to i0 h 000 
people in front of the ".SonnenblLmienhaus' where a 
rather liberal. bourgeois and 'multicultural' evem 
took place h 3> a sign of pence, communication ami 
tolerance. 

Meanwhile 2Q00 autonomous antifascists demon¬ 
strated in the city uml were subjected to bruinI; 
attacks by the police, as well as constant pnfvoa* 
lions and arbitrary arrests. 917 antifascists were 
taken into custody m that day. Due to ihe huge 
irnaunt of cups {6000) it was almost impossible 10 
gL-t near the route of the nazi demonslnuion in order 
to disrupt It Hi is time I he cops establiihed a spat jut 
scpcmlaurk between I he rums and I he anti In. so I he 
skins didn't face scvetc und effective resistance, 

Finally, iheduy was overshadowed by a tragic inci¬ 
dent during like demonstration: 60 mi/is attacked, 
unnoticed., the antifascist in format ion tcnl and 
injured 2 people, Ott their retreat, a nn/.i ran over a 2H 
year old antifascist with his car. The anlifascjsl. 
Hiileei, fell immediately into a coma [fortunately, he 
woke up >\ days later} hut now has lo cope with 
severe brain damage- lt"s clear that despite the fact 
that more than IQUUf) people demonstrated against 
fascism and there w*s a rather successful coopera¬ 
tion wtlh the ’Oulitiom against the Right"- it was an 
ineffective action which could have ended faintly for 
one of' the anti I'as, Rostock whs rot a success, 

From the 24th or July until the August 1st, an 
antiracist camp took place in Rothenburg in Eastern 
CpL’iinuiiy, i >ii the Polish hmsk i I In- whole lhiHf WM 
mil ink'd by ’Kcin Mensch i*t Illegal' (No human is 
illegal h a campaign fighting for the rights of 
refugees and immigrant It skirted olf with a week¬ 
end of techno, The vibes wert provided by Radical 
Rave* a left-wing Berlin-based techno collective, 
The action orientated camp aimed to restsl anti 
protest against the hum for humans along the 
E:ermanfFohsh border hy the German Insider patrol.. 
Furthermore, the activists demonstrated against (he 
willingness of the German population lo grass up 
refugees or immigrants who have fled m Germany 
(more than 70^ of arrested immigrants are caughl 
lias wnv.lv About 400 people from Italy. Poland,. 
Switzerland and Germany participated in the camp. 
IVIfrhi of (hem um organised in antlracist/nnlifaSCist 
groups. 

Their actions were aimed at causing disorder and 
imiaEion tor ibe JIGS (German border patrol), to dis¬ 
turb the smocvih routine wtlh which the police and the 


population hum Immigrants* The camp wms a show 
of solidarity with all those who Hcc hunger,, war and 
exploitation, and those who have m leave their borne 
countries lor various reasons. Migration and 
refugees are a result of a k neo-!lbem3 capitalist 
world order and arms sold to lascssi regimen. 

Since 1 according to oflicial statistics.. 57 peo¬ 
ple have died while trying to crass (he border illegal¬ 
ly. The Gcrman/Ptolish border, one of the c lea res i 
dividing lines between 4 poor' Eastern and 'affluent' 
Western F.umtK\ has the highest density of cops in 
Europe. They are equipped with helicopters, infrared 
cnmcni*. heal detectors and nighi vision gadgets. 

The Truth Lies in Rostock 

minute video available from 'Spe?ltMcl*\ TV 
Centre. Thackeray Ruud. London SWS JTV UK 

En August m2 m Rostock* northeastern 
Germany, a mob of Fascists attacked a tower block, 
home to Vietnamese guesi workers. The city's 
population stood by. dapping, the police withdrew 
and only look proper action against antifascists 
when they turned up. The siege of the refugee ccn- 
ire lasted three days. 

When I first heard ahum ii hack lb cm I was a 
scEiih.i] kid in Germany und I was utterly horrihed. 
This whs the first news of 'neo-nazi' violence I liad 
heard of. Being half Asian. I was .scared to go Out 
tor li while und siared intently at my classmates to 
figure out if they would have participated And I 
absoEutely refused to watch it on TV* so when I 
recently winched this video it was quite intense. 

The footage hug been collected from actually 
inside the refugee centre, an ugly high rise in the 
middle ot un eMMe, amt from in Ironl of (he build¬ 
ing as the fascists raged. There are also a tangc of 
inderviewi whh Vietiumraw guest workers, antiius- 
cists who were with them during the attack. dir 
police and authorities m welt as local rnizis and 
sympathisers. 

The police iio willingly Lida nit they withheld 
forces and icsidem* willingly ndmii their bigotry 
and endorsement of (he attack, it started a* a 
rumour of a fascist action anti escalated into an 
angry crowd setting lira to ail Inhiihitcd building- A 
'foreigner free estate* w as die goat and it’s Fucking 
scary. 

This was not jusi an episode in recent history, it 
stands in the come %i of increasing fn-seisi organisa¬ 
tion in Europe. This video is a wake up call. 
Someday u could be too late to halt fascist activity, 
it can appear in full force out of nowliere. 
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There was a dcmOfiStrabtsrt un 
ihe November list 199W. in 
commcmmMion of iii£ amifas- 
njfct Silvio Meier who wa% 
slabbed to death by proud 
German *L’um in This 

time 251X) people attended und 
demonstrated agalnsi the “Cafe 
GermiUlia\ a pub nm by (be 
well-known nul Andreas 
VaifU li is located in Berlin* 

Lielitenlia^en and has been a 
meeting place for n&ftis in get 
organised and plan ailucks 
again sc lcfi-wm g project qr 
anvone who dtxrsn'i tit into their ritLrn>w-<inruled fas- 

' ii* 

cist world view. So a coalition had been formed^ 
political pressure mounted ;md the aniifsi did she 
appropriate DIY glueing. A couple nf weeks later, in 
December, the pub closed due io the massive public 
pressure. 

Another thing worth mentioning is ihc J Kncpi'. on 
old juqual in Bor]in, which is a Melf-organiscd t non 
prntis DIY ssK k ial centre as well as being home to 


EiboLLi 40 people, ll was to be 
sold on Ibe 16th of I cbnuay 
I9W, So on I he J3i h a over 
2lXN) people look their soljdai- 
ily out on the streets amd 
proiested against the gentri* 

-li cation ihal is happening all 
over Berlin. The night afccrilie 
demo, an njlonomous urn up 
smashed some windows at the 
HackfSchcn Hocfe' (a yuppie 
club>ihaE uu-d to be u sqmix, Ai 
ibe uiiLiaon. no bidder dared to 
raise ibclr hand for the Kiwpl, 
m for now it remains ours. 

Other actions. I woni go into now were iwo am id as- 
cist demw in Suartmicckcn {Southern Germing), si 
women 1 s/1 esbian s L camp in Ge I it/., i I ic biggest mi- 1 
mal liberation action in Germany etc. I just wanted to 
give a small mipre^imi t>f whal's happening n\er 
here. Hie autonomous movement is 'iiill in a process 
of restructuring and rethinking, hut will hopefully 
scum He alive and kicking us it should be! Have a ] 
nice riot—the future belongs Eo us’ 


Fascist organisation in Germany is on the increase. 

Since the 'reumlicniioo’ East Germans have realised Wttlcra otpiOiJism is fucking them oyer just as. badly 
lls the old 'communist’ state, nazi political panics have been gaining votes and more and more young pea* 
pie liuve been turn mg u fascism as a rebellious youth culture. 

FjiscisI organisations an; tuppnrctl to he hanned under German Leg i slat ton. but obviously there are wajs 
of getling around this—from avoiding certain key words in your manifesto* W disbanding and coming 
together under a dilfarent name. The German Stale lias turned it blind eye lowanly fascist*. In tact. |n»Iiij- 
Ciuns have even been adopting the rums’ rhetoric t'Thi* second generation of migrant* are unnecessary in 
the economic system") and giving in to their demands when il suits them, tightening the laves oil immigra¬ 
tion every once in a while. Raids uguinsl fascists .ire bluluntly half-hearted. For example, the same day HAW 
p series of raids on fascists yielding 60 guns mid several kilos oi explosives, and raids on inti fascist* yield¬ 
ing nothi ng but some clay which tenuously was declared ‘a potential pun ol an exploitive 1 . ITw anti fascists 
were pnsmied under p;iragruph 129 (membership of a proscribed organisation, whereat the fascists were I 
not, 

Attacks on shops run by foreigners. on asylum seekers' holding facilities and on alternative cent res, 
squirt* and the Like happen utmost everyday and don't even make lire headlines anymore. In tme city alone. 
Chemnitz, there were at least 35 violent attacks on migrants, punks and others by fascists between January 
I997-9W. A number of antifascists and foreigners have been killed by fascist gangs. 

A friend in Berlin said H Thc nazis are showing themselves more openly than ever. It 's not unusual to luive 
a hunch of them hassling you on your way home from shopping. 1'hcrc are some area* w hen: anarchist*, 
migrants and others the nn/.is dislike just won’t dare to go to anymore fe.g, Berlin Lichcenberg, I lellenidorf, 
Marzaltn,,.);’ 

The concept of liberated zones’ the NPD (German National Party) have been pushing—creating u fas¬ 
cist popular youth culture, a ’cultural hegemony’ that bus an area totally under its com ml—has certainly 
succeeded in certain pans ot Germany, It’s ’the thing to do' for many young |Wuplc, increasingly disillu- ■ 
sioned with conventional parliamentary politics and facing unemployment and general misery. Ann fascism 
lias failed to rise to the challenge, and anarchist or left politic* are not a [tractive anymore,,. 
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Peace on Bougainville? 

Ceasefire Holds But Rebels Remain Cautious 



Bougainville. with a papulation of only 160^000 has managed to close and keep closed one of the 
biggest copper mines In the world, D«piE# having to fight the well armed Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) army, they have held their ground for 11 years primarily with homemade guns made out 
of water piping and planks. Thanks to their constant resistance the self described 'ecological 
revolutionaries" of Bougainville are near to victory total autonomy, 


Bougainville island lies only 7km weal from Hk 
near? si of the Solomon Islands, Originally eo I mused 
hy ihe Dutch* ii then fell under German and* after 
World War I, Australian conlrol. Despite dose cub 
iui.il and geographical links with itic Solomon 
Ii lands* il was governed us pud Of Pipu* New 
Gumca (320 miles lo the west3. When PNG was 
given Independence' m 1971 Bougainville Island 
Was placed under ils llag. 

Ecological Destruction 

In 1969CRA, an Australian subsidiary of the British 
mining gianl Rio Tinto Zinc forcibly established a 
copper mine. From the beginning the islands people 
resisted. News footage of women fighting with riot 
copH over survey pegs received inxemiiiional cover¬ 
age, In Bougainville women tun: the tradition at 
landowner*; land is passed from * woman lo wo man \ 
To pm ii lightly, on this occasion it was clear their 
land was not being passed on in (he tradllfomd man¬ 
ner: The building of Use mine saw 8fM) villagers hind¬ 
leg and another l T 400 without fishing rights as land 


was spued and nutuorcst destroyed. TTfcc subsistence 
life of gardening uml fishing was destroyed, 220 
hectares of rainforest was poisoned. burned and bulb 
dozed. Alter 20 years the mine had grown to ti huge 
enter km deep and nearly 7km in circumference; 
creating over a billion tornics of waste. This was 
du mix’d into I lie Juba river villcy. creating a wo II ol 
waste hundreds of metres liiglu turning one of ihe 
islands higgcsl river systems bright blue. 

Ecological Revolution 

In l9SK r after iwn decade h of ignored protests, peti¬ 
tions & compensation Claims, BougEumillcans had 
had enough. A handful of islanders stole company 
explosives* destroying electricity pylons, buildings 
and machinery. By using guerrilla tactics they suc¬ 
ceeded in closing ihe mine, Unlil the war broke out 
tn 1988, ihe mine accounted for around 45% of alt 
Papua New Guinea** ioial export earnings.. Without 
these earnings PNG is quickly going hoist. Papua 
New' Guinea, with ihe assistant of Australia, 
responded by sending tn the military, Bougainville 
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declared; fisc If independent of PNG and 
Bougai ii v i IJ cans formed t tie Boug ai n v ill c 
RevqlutiQfialy Army I BRA) to defend ibeir land and 
people from fonher exploitation. 

“We wouldn't stand Idle and see mir M people 
being killed so we had to stand up and defend 
somehow, and it was then that we thought of 
forming a militant type organisation 10 contain 
what the security forces were doing to u£. ifc 
- BRA spokesperson 

10,000 Dead in Australia's Secret 
Vietnam 

Since I lien the governments of AnMralui and PNG 
have waged a prolonged and brutal war against the 
people of Bougainville with the purpose of retype fl¬ 
ing lhe Pangtma eopiner mine anti avoiding secession 
from PNG. The Bougfttn villeins arc gelling no out¬ 
side aid from any country, and ate seriously out¬ 
gunned, yet risen persistence and jungle strategy has 
defeated an impressive military machine. 

The Australian government claims that it docs not 
support PNG“s war on die people of Bougainville. 
hx tying? Australia has been funding, arming and 
directing the PNG military since the beginning. 
Auslndi a pi n - v id l 1 v I >NG W i ch S3 _ 11 li 11 ion in mi I it a r% 
aid plus much more in untied aid. Over half of the 
PNG Defence Force has been trained in Australia, 
Australian nut nary advisors have been on the island 
directing PNG army operations, Guns and ammuni¬ 
tion used by the PNG army are manufactured ami/or 
supplied by Australian Australian intelligence advised 
PNG to enforce a total goods artd services blockade 
of Ebc island, including medical supplies. For the 
dural ion ol die war no-one was allowed on or oee the 
island, Many of those carrying supplies In or 
refugees out were killed by the PNG tinny who 
maintained a stranglehold around the a stand thanks to 
Australian provided patrol boat#* speedboats. 
Iroquois helicopters and Nomad aircraft. Australia 
thought the BcnijgaJitvUlcBfis would crack after '3-4 
weeks’, yet they held strong for it) years. 

Since the start of the war thunks Ha massacres and 
preventable diseia.ses 10,000 people have died - 7% 
of the population. In an attempt to isolate the 
Bougainville Revolutionary Army from the civilian 
populations the military demolished villages and 
herded the Villagers into "care cent res’ I post- Vietnam 
New speak for concentration camps), 

M Bougainvilleans agree that environment coil- 
owns cannot he dbagweiata) from human con¬ 
cerns. "Environment" encompasses both eco¬ 


logical and cultural rights; the two arc often 
sacrificed side by side. Government meties 
such as the forced evictions and populations 
transfers are pan and parcel of development 
that, in the nattic of economic growth, justify 
ecological destruction and the dispossession of 
peoples- The intent of the perpetrators qf this 
evil war and siege is to to create disunity on the 
island* through suffering and death, to torture 
us inEo submission. Id steal hack the mining 
resources ai the expense ol our society and our 
environment, eo own the petipJc and their 
island," 

-Martin Minion* Bougainville Peace office 
(From"BeaugainviHe; A Sud and Silent Tragedy 
in llie South Pacific', Pn tir Dir no. 5, p 54) 
Australia hm many raisons for trying to destroy the 
Bougainville rebellion. The mam reasons art it’s 
iuduslriuE and geo-political interests Tlic Rio Tinto 
Zinc subsidiary that owned [he mine ts Australian 
and the the resistance on Bougainville could serious- 



The volcano Mt^Bogono lie s in BRA territory 
in (he centre of the island.On Bougainville 
it's not just the people who are active. 
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Order 2131 PNG 
Defence Force 
21 / 5/96 

“Scfcfqfr for the rebels and 
hill them.,, Aliy civilians 
who suspected of har- 
burning the BRA rauit be 
I, tl led without question,.. 
Gel the rebels out. Do not 
leave my of them, hut 
wipe (hern out... Destnjy 

LlM NhkI :MI '. k’lls, llOLISCS 

and any shelter round in 
Che jungle, clean it up„, 
Any civilian found to be 
art ordinary civil km is to 
be forced into Clft ccn- 
Er'v. If anyone is disorder¬ 
ly they must be beaien*" 


Jy -weaken Awslrahifs hold on ihc 
region. As mentioned above, from 
I SI It to J975 I with el brief interruption 
during World War 111 PNG was under 
colonial occupation by Australia. 

PNG became an ■independent' slate in 
] S75 and wan shaped by Austral i.i as a 
power block between ii ami the evolv¬ 
ing regional superpower—I ndonesj n 
(See page XXX), PNG’* western* 
sponsored elite's control of its own 
population is very Lin si able, PNG is 
not welded toget her by a common lan¬ 
guage or culture, but is Mill mainly 
tribal „ Many have declared Choir wish 
to. as a common saying goes, + do a 
Bnugaill Vi lie’. Hie PNG military has 
been weakened greatly by ihe loss of 
the revenue from the mine, and if the 
BRA me successful n would almost 
del niilfly trigger sum Lit struggles for 
self-rule on the mainland and in the region jn gencr- 
pl. In such a situation (he PNG military could .simply 
collapse. Indonesia (which is already in forced occu- 
padnj] til neighbouring West Papau- nee page XXX) 
would probably take advantage df the power vacuum 
and invade PNG. This would seriously weaken 
Australian power in the region. 

"Your Darkest Hour Has Arrived" 

The war continued for ID year* with ihe people of 
Bougainville experiencing the motst degrading viola¬ 
tions: murder, torture, belli ngs and rajx: by the Papua 
New Guinea Defence Force and its pro-PNG 
"Resistance Force", Australian-supplied phosphorus 
bomb* exploded in the villager When fragments of 
didst! bombs made contact with the skm. they creat¬ 
ed wound* w hich did not hcuh Especially with the 
blockade preventing access to medicines. The 
wounds wcn( gangrenmi.s, limbs dropped ofT, many 
died. When BRA representatives turned up for 
peace talks in "95, they were fired on by PNG troops. 
Every 1 year brought another massive PNG invasion. 
Every year die Bougainvilleaim won agaitisi the 
odds. In May "5b the biggest Operation to date was 
heralded by ihe ihc PNG Prime Minister with ihe 
televised Eliessage ^ftnur Durkrul Ihmr Has 
Arrived (see Carder 2133 bofc above). Hundreds of 
>oldicrs smashed through the Jungle destroying vil¬ 
lages- poly to be driven back into the to.-a through it's 
own controlled territory. The Bougainvillean combt- 
aiiijoii ol deterniiiiaiion and luck won ihe day.. It was 


becoming increasingly obvious that the Australian 
backed PNG army could not defeat Ihc BRA- they 
needed help. 

British Mercenaries and National 
Crisis 

In January 1997, (he PNG govern mem hared the 
London bused mercenaries Siindline Immiatinnah 
to contain and neutral he the BRA (a euphemism for 
kilt, maim and murder the people of Bougainville), 
The name may jog dire memory of many British lead¬ 
en olh tt was SunUinfi who were implicated in the 
sume year in ihe British government 'Arms to -Sierra 
Leone 1 scandal. Consisting of some of the best 
trained and armed elite troops in the world Sand line 
l see "At/lite* ing an l■.we li!i ve I hilL-nmc' box mi loJ 
lowing page! premised in its contract to: 

"In particular provide personnel and related 
services and ei|uipunciit lo conduct offensive 
operations in Bougainville in conjunction with 
PNG Defence Forces to render the BRA mili¬ 
tarily ineffecti ve »md repossess the mine,” 

Saudi Inc imported two attoci helicopters, two troop 
carrying helicopters,. sis rocket launcher*, one hun¬ 
dred AK-47si, ten nicker-propelled grenade launchers 
and hinnke/fragmcittatiori grenades, News began to 
seep Out about British and South African merceriiii - 
(CS training PNG forces with night-righting equip¬ 
ment. Journalists who approached the 15,000 hectare 
compound on PNG were detained and their cameras, 
taken. Meanwhile 500 mile* away h^k on the 
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Achieving an Executive Outcome,,, 

Since it's bctnitlon in 19&9* Ilxc^uiive 
OuiLOiThi^BOl/SanJIiiic hu* Fielded a fbttc of 
over 5fNH elite soldiers, rurally IIEkdcr the command 
of while South Afrkan officers* They “re bused at 
I■ l.i.i 107 Lid in Kings RCAd Chelsiea, London, 
They lire led hy Ed Barlow, I he ex-head of the 
South African ArmyV “political 4t££assi nation and 
torture wing', EO/Sandline soldiers remain,, ns 
they w-ere before I he end of A^artlwidL ut (he fore¬ 
front of cimuier-revolutionary warfare. A 
UNESCO report on BO p s activities in Sierra Leone 
perused Uieni of performing "all kinds of illegal 
ulf in ilnrir pursuit of the Revolutionary United 
Front iRUF). EG soldiers fued on civilians from 
helicopter* and used fuel air cspUwives Ithe nest 
stage up from Napalm) 10 bum entire forest an:^ * 
and everyone in them. 

A report in the Sjgttney Morning Hemkf jjn 
boruitm Review uf Books 26OT7) identifies BO as 
an organisation whose "biggest operations .so far 
have been in countries with valuable mineral 
resources", EO in part of large corporate umbrella 
group with close associates being involved in pri¬ 
vate security* air eharter, and mining amoongsi 
other things. Or u.s the Observer put it: 

"Executive Outcomes' mercenaries arc not sim¬ 
ply *guns for hire’. They sire the advance guard for 
major business interests engaged in a latter day 
scramble for the mi nerd wealth of Africa." 

Dr Smith from the Centre lor Defence Studies at 
Kings College, London, says companies such an 
EO often operate in a triangle of interest-*’ their 
fees being paid directly or Indirectly by tenge 
mml iiim iriMl corporation s. and ihcne corporalions 
in turn receive mining, logging or other resource 
concessions from the government. SttmlllDfi/EO 
itself is linaticmlly linked to a mining company, It 
dm wipe out the rebels ihen harvest the profit#This 
is what it was planning in Bougainville, When the 
BRA closed the mine, they ‘'found maps of five 
other mtrail deposits on the island, "We truly 
believe that nil of Bougainville is under thical of 
destruction by these mining corporations , said 
BRA leader* Francis Gnu. Throughoni most of the 
war the BRA p s best supply of weapons has been 
from captured PNG soldicrv When asked what he 
thought about the collapse of the Saudi inc opera¬ 
tion one BRA fig bier rcpIied/Tb* mmxsmie* 
had better weapons. By now we could have rock¬ 
et-launchers. tnoiws. AK-47s. M 


island * Bouguinvil leans used tp I he feulily of being 
machine gunned from hcticopiers and mined on by 
shells braced themselves for an attack. What hap¬ 
pened next surprised everyone 

In March '97 PNG suffered whal commentators 
described as its biggest ever crisis- Runs and looting 
rocked the capital Pmi Moresby* Prime Minister Sir 
Julius Chum was forced by the military to resign and 
she Brxiish/South African mercenaries, their mission 
abandoned* retreated auross the oirpon tarmac tinder 
the eyes of locals waving banners say mg 'Pi^s Oil'. 

!i had started when the by now public contract with 
Nandi inc was criticised by the PNO army Brigadier 
Jerry Smgirok. many of whose own inHips hadn't 
been paid for months, Me demanded Sirndhuc he 
expelled and the Prime Minister resign* On his 
orders troops pul I he Sand line mercenaries under 
arrest. The cabinet tjulukly sucked him but the dam¬ 
age had been done. 

At 9 am lhe following morning, a crowd gathered 
outside the Head Qtiimers of the PNG Army# It 
quickly swelled in size to about 3J000. 'I"hc troops 
ordered to release ihe mercenaries refused, d aiming 
loyalty to their sacked leader- Police tried to stop the 
crowd marching on parliament to deliver u petition, 
who leered n cabinet delegation sent to collect it and 
then went wild. An afternoon of rioting and looting 
followed, Wiih the nation unniveiling and die nidi- 
tary no longer allied to ihe Prune Minister lw 
resigned after bid ng openly threatened by the rehd 
army faction. After a week of imprisonment the mer¬ 
cenaries were sent packing with the exception of 
CokKMl Tim Spicer, who was later released thanks to 
the British High CommissUmcr who paid his bail. 

I Iit- people <11 U^uLMimilk .iii.l tin- BR-V wins 
few weeks beforehand were facing an assault of 
nn precede ruled magnitude* went in n state o£ cau¬ 
tious celebration. Their opponents, the PNG gtivern- 
menl and its defence forces, heal proven lo he their 
own worst enemies. Once again Bougainville's luck 
was in. 

Fragile Peace 

After [lie Sand line crisis, despite years of wan mur¬ 
der and oppression the Buugumvilleans were left in a 
position of great strength mid their enemies in one of 
relative weakness. In July 1W7 P from this position of 
strength the Bougnlnvillions initialed a peace 
process 

On 30 April 1998. a cease tire agreement was 
signed. It was agreed that an unarmed UN Peace 
Moniioring Group would participate that included 
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New Zealand, Ft; sun, VunLiaEuan and (ominously) 
Auscndian 

In August I wis, j Pun Bougainville Lend m s 
Congress was held involving I he iruidiiinnaj chief* an 
well a* representative* of the women of 
Bougainville. The Purs limigainvil lu Congress 
believed that: 

“The people af Bougainville are united in ibeir 
common aspiration for an independent home- 
land and, culled Tor die Government oi Papua 
New Guinea to give the people of Bougainville, 
os m mailer of principle, Ik chance to exercise 
their individual amt eotieeiivc right* us *df- 
dti terminal ion,"' 

Flection* were held in Miy for a new 

Bougainville Peoples Congress (BPC) and Joseph 
Kahm„ former vice-president of the BRA linked 
Bougainville Interim Govern rnern, was elected 
Presidcni wtih an overwhelming majority of 77 votes 
out of A 101 member Congress. Mis nearest rival, the 
PNG hacked former Premier of the puppet 
Bougainville Transitional Government, Gerard 
Si nans, only received 10 voles. 

Unsurprisingly PNG and New Zealand tried to sub¬ 
vert ihe whole prmess. Shortly before the elections 
in April, New Zealand invited a group of 
Bougainville Leader* over for a "study mm\ Once 
there, the leadern w^ere confronted wiih a new ’agree¬ 
ment' to sign in lhe presence nl die current Prime 
Minister of Papua New Cumene. The 
Bougainvilleans were not prepared and some signed 
ihe document. The Bougainville Revolutionary 
Army (BRA) withdrew from the discussion* and did 
not sign, 

As pan of the cease-fire agreement ihe BRA con¬ 
tinues to hold onto their weapons hue i usually I (hey 
Jo not carry ihcm. To disarm while the war could 
*siU restart would be madness. One lesson revolu¬ 
tionary movcmerits around ihe globe have I turns is 
never give up your guns and never disband people** 
miliilas, PNG unsurprisingly have reneged so far on 
ihcir side of she bargain by not starting a phased 
withdrawal of its forces. 

Splits In the Revolutionary Army? 

Although she Western press has reported a split an the 
BRA between leader* Sam Kuuno and l-'faneis Qua 
(and their respective advisers und supporters) this 
position attempts to sensationalise and .simplify a 
complex situation. Bmh so-called fuel tops are united 
in ihtii i|uest for Bougainville s independence. From 
the outset, Francis Ona as ihu then leader of the 



T/tf 8 RA k s yuns were made from water piping 
(for the barrels} and plonks (for the butts) 
taken from the mine- Their ore pow¬ 

ered by coconut off, os are their vehicle s. 
'Green Technology' does have a future after 
oil! For more practical Info* see page xkx. 

Bougainville Interim Government refused to join the 
peace process and refused to disarm whilst PNG 
Defence forces still occupy Bougainville and before 
Bougainville gained her independence. More recent¬ 
ly,. he has refused the offer of 5 member seals within 
lhe Bougainville Peoples Congress. However, apart 
from a show of arms to preserve their claimed terri¬ 
tory—the declared no-go zone in centre of ihe island 
ideluding the mine-—Ihe Fraud* Qua faction has nni 
resorted to ihe u*e of aim* during ihe peace process, 
The Siim Kauno faction remain committed i:o ihe 
peace process a Li hough they have not ruled out u 
return to arm* if PNG reneges on ihe terms of the 
Cease Fire Agreement, especially in relation its the 
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"We Will Close Gold Mfne! 1 * say I 

Guadalcanal Revolutionary Army 

ti looks like indigenous people in the neighbouring 
Solmon Islands might be 'dining a Bougainville -1 
Fighting and (he apparent birth of a new armed 
resistance group ihis June jit threaten Lug the run¬ 
ning of ihc Australian run Rti^ Mining ML Gold 
Ridge gold mine r The in hie wjs opened late la.nl 
year idler being bitterly opposed by ihe indigenous 
people, Sn what looks like a re-mn of the begin¬ 
ning of the Bougainville wur, din ing unprecedent¬ 
ed civil unreel the newly formed Guadalcanal 
Revolutionary Army fORA) declared thin they will 
done the gold mine ."Hie eonfl id Inis just opened up 
and ihe ORA’S motivations are une leafs The HR A 
says it has no combatants fighting with the GRA. 

withdrawal of PNG defence forces Jn souk re niseis 
Fmckcis Onas position has been vindicated by PNG's 
Introiuigcncc on ihe issue of withdrawing its Hoops, 
The government of Papua New 1 Guinea continues (n 
state thnt ils tnwsps cannot he withdrawn (although 
Miey are confined (is barracksV until civil Kltboniy 
has been established urid thin independence is non- 
negotiable** as the PNG constitution docs not allow 
it. Independence, both from PNG and from the rule 
s>f the global elite, has been the goal of ihe 
Bougainville people ever since ihe corporate 
machine tried to suck Boagainviltean into itself in 
1969. 

"The Future is Before Us and the 
Struggle Continues’" 

Freedom remains some “way off. Thfi path towards 
autonomy has forced open warfare on the people of 
Bougainville- The effort now i* ui secure a sc tile- 
incnl und rebuild die inland communities fivnfcd by 
ihe war, oppression from Papua New Guinea and 
mineral exploitation. Hie people of Bougainville 
remain hopeful and optimistic while guarded about 
l he possible pi [falls awaiting them. 

Although foreign aid programs arc being imple¬ 
mented around ihe inland, the bulk of the aid is being 
directed towards the northern section of the largest 
island and the northern tip island of Buka. This as a 
blatant attempt to placate revolutionary sentiments 
among the historically more developed sectors of 
Bougainville amt build an imiUmdependenee vote. 
Already There are leadens wiihin the Bukacommunn 
ty saying they don't want independence from PNG. 
The success of their struggle has been thanks largely 
lo ihe Bougtinvil leans absolute determination, It has 


also been thinks |o their position in the World- On the 
periphery of ihe global eeimomic order I hey have 
successfully pushed buck the machine's tentacles. 
fLghting in a largely undesiroycd mountainous jungle 
ecology hospitable to guerrilla activity. 

A surprising number of peoples on the global 
periphery, like the BRA in Bougainville or the 
Jungle Commando Maroons of Surinam have suc¬ 
ceeded in facing off the Invasion of their land by 
industrial exploitation. Many of these peoples right 
w ith such tenacity heeuu*ie in subsuming thcitiselvcft 
to Industry they have everything to lose and noihinr-' 
lo gam The Rougainvi II can culture of forest garden¬ 
ing and fishing, where women a re the ‘loAdowon* 
is an organic one, li has grown wiihin. not again*! (he 
ecology they unit home, They htivc fought against 
ihe industrial machine und for their smad st ale evi>- 
logical society. This is their strength, From the 
Ruslan Green Armys and tlie Spanish anarchist 
peasants of Aragon to the Indigenous Ziipaitsuss of 
Mexico fscc page XXX), people immersed in the 
land, in ecological culture, have always been the 
prime fighters in the struggle between community 
and capitalism. 

"land Is out life, Hand ff our physical Uf€- food 
end iorfentioce. Land ft our social rife, ft fs mar- 
rio$e; it is status; if rs security; it Is poh'tres; frr 
fact, ff Is our only world. Wh&n you taks pyr laod i 
you cut wt fii# very heart of our rxiittnee." 

While other peoples have been fooled by (he crush¬ 
ing feelings of cultural mlenomy the global econo¬ 
my perpetuates lhey have sctn>d firm in defence of 
their culture. Yet she war and now the peace ha* 
forced on (hem changes. Among others, a national 
process of decision making. o( government. Though 
ihe population and litmlmass as umiD thi^ move away 
from the local tis the arena of power 6^ very danger 
oiia- The hlsiory of rebellion is ion full of Hberaioft 
who turn into jailors, of radicals who gain power and 
become turncoats. The small size of Bougainville 
and its Inek of industry/urban culture means it i% 
inherently less likely lo imnrfonn into a class ridden 
soeiely. The Bgugainvillcan resolve to never lei min- 
ing restart is the greatest guard against ihi* prove so; 
The Fnrncis Oim led BRA faction is standing strung 
hy keeping a no-go *oiie around the mine. Having 
defeated ilie PNG army time uher time what new 
social forms will BougcunviHearts come up with? £n 
Iri^l (he people of Psngunu, where the ■mine siic ia 
situated declared; 

■ fc Wc now understand anti have seen with our 
own eyes she destmetive effects of the copper 
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muie operations on out kind, our environment, 
our society and our culture. The mine will 
remain dosed for the rest of our lives," 

Despite il l I manner uf hunttrt they kepi fhai 
promise. In Spring l his year the Director of 
Bougainville Copper Limited said in a pub lie hear¬ 
ing in Melbourne! 

"Although ], personally, and none of my staff 
have heen In llic mijie die, We gel a fair lLpIii nliLC 
of intelligence.. People do go there. particularly 
from ihd church, and reports are (hat almost 
everything bus been dcsiruycil one wuy ar 
another, either deliberately, through dcEerinra- 
tioo, theft or whalever/' 

Today the lores? has begun so reclaim ihe mine site as 
ns own. Many thousands uf lives have been lost as a 
rcsitlt of this mine., Hut through shcir dder- 
mi nation, the people or Bougainville have 
skipped Rio Tinui, she largess mining com¬ 
pany in the world, from furl tier despoliation 
of ihcir land. 

Bougainville And Us 

The Mruggte of (he people of Bougainville is 
nor just some dislurtf cause id support™ we 
Can lesim a lot from them. They show us that 
against the odds, resistance is possible, even 
victory. The Bougainvillea ns started off 
using non violent luetiesu They were vidous- 
By beaten, 1b defeat a powerful enemy and 
defend she if land and com mu airy they made 
she decision to Sum in armed slruggle. We 
Hie a long way off from that situation, bus 
one day wc too may be faced with thai ques¬ 
tion^ Bougainville also shows us whil the 
elite s reaction would ho ip we began to real¬ 
ly threaten them and build a truly ccnlngscal 
counter-culture 

Bougainville deserves our solidarity* As 
mentioned above foreign aid is being fun¬ 
nel ted to some communities to hrml dis¬ 
unity. Alter a decade of war Bougainville i L - 
in desperate need of basic things tike med¬ 
ical supplier It is up to us in anarchist and 
rodicaj ecological uioVenleills around she 
world so provide itsuE support No one else 
wQL 

When news of she military sweep (see 
Order 2133 boa) came So us shrec years ago 
activists in Elrittiiii organised a blockade of 
the Australian Embassy* The threat of action 
^nt the Knibassy cluscd fur (be day so 


instead 60 people invaded Bso Tsnto Zinc's IukkI- 
Ljuarters and pamB bombed it. In *91 when the mer¬ 
cenaries were sent over wc did an fiction against die 
Papua New Guinea Embassy- Both actions got wide 
press coverage. Nothing geis me Australian Press 
attention more than (he Poms colling them murder¬ 
ers. Et is possible thas war might break out again. 31 
ihiU happens we need to act fEist. Wfe Will need Id tar¬ 
ges the offices of Australian and Papua New Guinean 
interest* in Britain and around the worlds Our indi¬ 
vidual actions may he small bsti together global soli¬ 
darity can hive a a cal e fleet. 

Ayainsi the odds Btnugisnvilloia hove managed to 
hold their ground tfs up so us so carry out she vital 
work of taking their struggle global. Let’s pull 
together and support Bougainville I 


What You can Do 

Edutale iomr// 

“EaekgmvniS hdocmiilun ami regular updates cut he kKiml on 
bllpJTw w w.cco-uctirwi.of g/b vi 

"Mead H under edited by H^ger Mwdy, (PeiillAfl),Mp4|B,I&95 
Available from AK Pkhh (See page XXX1. This gntat book is co¬ 
written by communities alt HUUnd Shi' globe fighting she mining 
giant RT7- ft"s She ••him cnniprchefiMvG acc-nunl of one enrporulii-Hih 
destruction :uad oppressi on. 

tJct on ihc Auatnimfl BoupinviUr Freedom Movemertti E-uuil 
ikhw Ekhl by sending your wJdrc&& to: v.john(^'uLH,L a du.uu 

*,“kv "Bw&aiiivihe: A Sad ,ipm 1 Sifciit Tntgrdy m the South Pacific", 
IXr &r /tie no 5 p5V 

•Organise a Hoo^-un^ ilfe liklL/filmshuu In your lown. CortibcE I lie 
fEngbSiin. tiddtCM below fflf fcfHfllnfl iind Iwlp, 

Get Tit* ift f 1 Nffwart 

•.Subs^nSx' til (he tkiggijj n ville freedom MdVemritf'ii iikii^a/ine 
(kfrumitt. Send (Auninlian) $20 in ct*h wish youf rtsum tddrc^ In: 
liMi i^.*i nsilk- Freedom Movement, 1*0 llos I.M, |irskiaevilU L NSW 
Au 3M3 Phi6l 2V55S27KE 

MvMni 

# [j you or voln gii.'up ivre. iatcfcvlcd ilk acliou^ m HtiS.ium ^end you* 

destiib so BFM. c/o South Itawnv EF1. Pvioc Houvc. Tilbury Plitce, 
Brk^bEon, B-Sm<sc t orplWfte [Mger 0^?h-76f>424 

*1 1 you tkvc ouLside tlnlJiiu eunl.Kl she Australian iiddrr^h iiliiwe. 

Kttiirr .tf^jfry 

# Cuhh for medieul aid, clotkiing r mdios ete ilespei Jtcly needed both 
for hkLttiflimUimin reahons aikd So ^ErvngEbeii the jimitc mJIHuni com- 
mum lies on rhe island- euunEeitng lhe uppusiie prijeess curnied 
ouL by foreign fihirilici. Or^smise <l heneiil gig r do a colleclion uE 
your rtcxv nwtlfl g. What ever you Oka M?rwi dth Even a few ptmikii 
can make a real d j Flc re nee. All mOky you seikd: will be used for aid 
only ami will go Mrmgttl M> the HKA heardpiikd*. Setkd i-tsh in 
.•VuMfJian dolbrs hr She Oi, Hnu^annilk- Freedi>ni Movement 
;idklress ikhovc. it scjuiing more Ilian SSOyou should do a Cush Harts< 
fer Ehrnuglt a hunk so ilw Folbwlag ikcootpt 'lih.iugaiiEville Freodotn 
Movement 223 Z LOCkZ W3S, CniurnonwcaJlh bank. Nenltin 
Ibiinchu Sydney. Austmlla." Send site BFM u letter so inform them 
the your mrutev iMiksler was Eo lie used for aiii. 
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Biting the Bullet 

Hunt Sabbing in Sweden 


It’s August 1999 and the Swedish direct action group Peace in the Forest is preparing for its sec* 
ond year of hunt sobbing. So, what’s hunt sabbing like in Sweden then? WeU t first of all it’s a new 
phenomenon here, although I suppose only if you don't count the hundreds of hunting towers 
which get torn down every year I Actually I think we are the only and first hunt sab group 'over 
here' which initially was a problem, but here's an account of what we did.*. 


Wc needed infijrniation so we 
checked out the hunt *ah hrtnic- 
pige* in iJth: UK, especially the 
Hunt Saboteurs Association <«c 
page XXX for their contact 
details) which wus really useful, 
und we also read some books nn 
hunting* In Sweden every hunter 
has 10 have a license and, Uwy 
have io attend a course lo get it- 
stt we read that couisebocfc too. 
Wl‘ then decided Id eniuenlnile 



.some si Lipid ear chases were 
some of Hie hunters ined io trick 
Lis away from the place. 

A woman from ihe documen¬ 
tary ■slull of ihe government con- 
tiolled nulionul television station 
and a camera man followed tls 
during the whole day, We had 
h.id some discussion about 
whether or net to allow diem to 
go with ns hut Wc drought that 
thev provided Lis with additional 


on die yearly hunt for the elk (moose) where they 
hunt it for a couple of weeks ever* autumn by pott¬ 
ing a hidden hunter, and then, using dugs :md mm 
they scare it towards I he man w ith Ihe gu n. 

We scouted an area near to where people lived in 
the centre Swatkn cluse to Stockholm. Because 
iTs close to populated areas they arc only allowed to 
hunt fnr live days each year. Thai way we allured we 
had a good chance of really making a practical dif¬ 
ference, "We had to do some undercover work in the 
town to gel some details (along the lines of "Hi, ray 
name Is ‘Jo’ and every day E take my dog for a walk 
and I just wonder where yoLi are going to hunt ves I 
Can take another pallY). 

Nc*s wc assembled the group. We were going m 
him a minibus so we figured eighi people would lx- a 
gswxl number, Then It would he easy tor u mo split up 
into i wo groups if necessary. L oiiimunieution was lo 
he handled by using two cellular phones. Wc set out 
for the action early one morning looking for hunters. 
We left ii group m ODC end of clie area, and the n:s| of 
Us took she ear to the other end. The plan was to walk 
towards the ocher group, scouting out hunters. But us 
We d Imbed out of the bus. We i mined lately discov¬ 
ered n burner waiting with his cur and hi* dog. Wc 
handed him an anti-hum leaflet (which l think was a 
mistake as it was too early) and he U.K>k his ear and 
drove away. Wc lost them in a short car chase, 

We picked up the other group and started circling 
between the different potential hunting sites. Finally 
we found sdnflfiof them. One itillei was sitlmg hidden 
be I wet n some bushes, overlooking a big field, So we 
occupied the field* milking it impossible lor him to 
Sire- The other hall of our group were involved in 


security and as wc had some conhdtnee in her, we 
thought dial if i( could provide some inspiration lsir 
others, wc would gain more involvement—-ft! tnem- 
bet hunl sabbing was new- here. 

The day ended with mixed emotions. In another 
part of the forest they had managed lo shoos one 
mother elk with two young. But we have showed 
I Item a new threat so then murdering bu siness. It is 
all so very real when you put your body between the 
animal and the hunter and His riile. We also learned 
some things; to hive better commonication gear and 
one additional car. 

We've had a lot oE response (him people alt tiver 
Sweden and we ve since met ocher people wlro are 
planning their own groups now. There is wnw hope, 
although I slid get very very sud every time I hear a 
shm In the fcrctL One more mother dies one more 
father is maimed, They won t get away with it. Not 
any more—well be back. For more details on hunt 
subbing in Sweden e-mail Peace in the Forest ut; 
Kiaffan. me Li n Cfl 1 till meldte 
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Action and Insurgency 

An Interview with a Nepalese Activist 



In May a coach load of activists from India and Nepal came to Britain as part of the Inter¬ 
Continental Caravan „ While here they did an office action on a biotechnology green wash com¬ 
pany and visited a squatted ex-genetic test site (see page XXX), The Anarchist Teapot Action 
Kitchen did the catering, making them dinner and following them across fields with giant pans. 
As one of the cooks I was lucky enough to have many Interesting chats with both the Indians and 
Nepalese- What follows is one such chat I had m the coach on the way back from the Crop Squat, 


Cfluld y mi ItII me what orfcanl/atkm you 1 re 
involved in iii Nepal? 

I um involved in two. One i* *INHURED\ 
t Intermiuamd fmtittae far Human Rights, 
kniinmmi'nl iimt Ih'V'rffrfrrrti'ttt)* based in IC^iEIll-llliclkl^ 
which is 10 years old. We are also pan of $ national 
network of movements which is called the 'Natumaf 
Concerned Society J . 

A tot of wturk we do involves monitoring lh< poli¬ 
cies nf government*. aniermitional fsiiaiieiiiE inshiLt- 
liarn. and multiiiaJionuls, We fight a lot offcgaJ ca.sc> 
against iHl- government and companies through the 
local dfe supreme ctruns and we've wan several* 

In the Savt five years we hEtve been focusing more 
on environ menial campaigns, particularly relating to 
ihe construction of targe darns either planned or 
under eon^irueikm. We arc actively involved in 
apposition to privuci Motion of all kinds. We are 
opposing Nepal joining the World Trade 


Oi jj arm/acini! rWTO). Nepal fa the only country in 
South A*iu that fa not yet a member of the WTO, 
Wiili groups in India, where she negative effect* of 
the WTO are already visible, wc arc pushing it .strong 
campaign to prevent Nepal joining. All in all our 
ei 11 npaig ns ure mai nly c ivv i ronmental earn puigns, 
anti-dun campaigns, campaigns against prfvatisa- 
liori. 

Wc have been filing a scric* of oases in ibe 
supreme court of Nepal against the const ruction of 
large dams, many of which we have a great possibil¬ 
ity of winning. Lusl year wc won a cAw against the 
privatisation (and sell off to Western companies* of 
i he telccommunlatdomv sector. Wc also won the ease 
against the Anm Three flydro-Electric Pam five 
years back. Wc do a tot of networking with local 
movements. Wherever site re are development pro¬ 
jects and people who want to resist them we travel to 
the village*. We spend several days wots the farmers 
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and help them ituCaiiL' the issues and develop cam¬ 
paigns, We give them [raining and assist them in 
kicul actions, in acts of resistance, in tK-uil Jin^ local 
movements. These are :n1ion^ free from the influ¬ 
ence of political parties, and, free from any type of 
MGO (Non Governmental OrganIsuthm) influence. 
These are actions by victims Eind communities. 
Though we work with some NGGs at a national level 
we oppose the work of many who create allot of 
dependence, ignore the real issues and mislead the 
social movements. 

Nepal In Brief 

Ecology Nepal is a landlocked country in ihe 
\ 1 1 m h lay as w till three di si j net gcogriph Leal 
regions; ihe fertile, tropical plains ot Tend P the cert- 
tral plalcuus, covered with rainforest. und the 
Himalayan mountains* where the world's highest 
peaks an? totaled. The climate varies recording lo 
j altitude, from rainy und tropical, to cold in I he high 
mountains. Population 22.021+000 (1996) of 
which only 10-6^ are urban. Agriculture Over 
S0% of Nepal work in agriculture. Main crops are 
rice, sugarcane. tobacco jute and cereals. 
Livestock is also important; sheep and buffalo. 
Languages Sepal* is tartly spoken by hall of ihe 
population. Tibetan is the second most common.. 
Many speak one of a high diversity of ethnic Ian* 
gnages. Kvliuion Hinduism N6.2 , liud^hsm 7,8 

%, Muslim 3 h K %. Remainder cousin ting mainly ol 
ethnic religions. Capital Kathmandu. 66G+0G0 
people. The State Parliament wills a powerful ami 
active monarchy, under control of ihc 
International Monetary Fund and World Hank, 
Armed Forces. 35,000 i 1994)+ Police 28.000. 


We bring local people to Katmandu r we provide 
]Knpular forums ohd vve pi them access to the media 
The day afier wc have secured national media cover¬ 
age we bring them to negotiate with the companies 
and the government. El that doesn't work we take 
legal action. Local direct action of many kinds s§ 
done also. It depends cm the si Emil ion. and ihat ll 
decided by the local people. 

'Developmeni j s smntthmg done by ouf.shters, HI 
local people ore never imfdv&L ' 

Tell os a hoof corporttUons iiiul Ihe pCWf#* d 
develnpini'nI io Nepal? 

All Nepal's development projects are financed by 
Western donora, or internal iono) NGOs or the World 
Hank and die Asian Development Bank (AI>l3d. H 
Local people arc never informed or consulted about 
what will happen lo them The infbnnation is simply 
not there, never mind in i<N.'ul languages, Everything 
is diciuiad and imposed from the top. Development 
ix something done by outhiders P local people art 
never involved. 

There are hardly any Environmental Impact I 
Assessments. There are some, but they arc not offed* I 
live or participatory. They arc done bv consultant in 
Kat man du m justify bad projects, .Sometimes they 
have mitigation plan* hut again, they Eire not made 
with the involve men I of the lt*CaJ people. Even if « 
there arc mitigation plans ihey lack funds, 1 

Them are problems of compensation & resettle 1 
mem, Nepal h tn agricultural country and it has no 
cash economy in mml areas. The displaced Eire given 1 
cash. They arc given no help in finding themselves 
land and they become homeless hi a few months. El's | 
a big problem. In ihe tin are wc will sec hundred* of 

thousands displaced if ihc big dams 
wc lire opposing are built. 

At the center of I he .struggle 
against big dams arc (lie local peo¬ 
ple, particularly ihe indigenous pco^ 
pies and ethnic groups. Their right 
to l heir culture and their irudiUonEil 
means of survival Bit not respected, 
they" ro forced to leave rhe land. So 
we fight the developments with ihe 
indigenous people. If the dum can¬ 
not be slopped then we Tight for 
benefit* for ihe loci) people* For 
drinking water electricily. irriga¬ 
tion' wlialcvcr, 

Nepal is under the structural read¬ 
justment of the World Bank and 
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IntamaLkuial Monetary fluid (IMF). So Nopal is 
basically governed by ihc global linimcial itisutu- 
itnn.'i, They arc preparing the ground for investment 
from multinational companies particularly in 
forestry and water resources. Nepal'i water reeours- 
e h arc [he second largest in the world after Brazil, 
Endian, US, & Norwegian cDfpofAtioi^ are coming 
in. The British government especially tv pushing for 
pnvatisaiinrs mid the opening up of Nepal to British 
companies. 

In i be pust f<w yexiri oiultErkalionnls haw been very 
active its Nepal in ihe production of junk food like 
crisp* and, to(k drinks like coca cola. The majority of 
ihe ptipulatmn have rto proper drinking water. IhjE 
you find beer und alcohol liII over the country, in any 
quantity. We are waiting more than half of our grain 
crop on the production of alcohol, Thai ban fed to 
severe poverty and malnourisliment. So these axe the 
kind of issuer behind any dcvelopmcoi project that 
wc are fighting. 

\\ h.il kind Rif Ntrii^lv.s, d^tioiu and (Uilicsi Lire 

local people using to rf*isi l his development and 
I licit inlemaiEisatino into the global economy? 

Local people are sliU not very organized. In the past 
development has been dellned as anything corning 
from outside with foreign nnncy k foreign experts, 
foreign technology, Il was seen as a positive thing, 
hui JuiLTeasingly jki longer after a series of cases 
where local people have not hcnefiited bul have been 
lijrmcd. So now people Lire beginning lo understand. 
What is tacking in them is inforioufiiui and strategy 
mu how lhey cun campaign. what legal tools cun they 
use and tvhni direct actinia cun they take. So tor the 
p;id few years we have been focusing on (mining uE 
local levels, f jetting information, organ iz mg train¬ 
ing, prep a ring actions. Helping them understand 
their local struggles in (he conic set of g totalisation 
allrtf I he country as a whole. Giving I hem a more 
complete understanding of how ihis system works 
jihI why they ure not benefltlmg. El is tery difficult 
as nidi arc ill iterate and bItaose mi silly ignonmr 
about what is happening outside of 1 heir area, 

We have been exchanging farmer-activists from 
one part of the country lo another- So difierenl coiti- 
mmitiics learn ami get empowered by each other. 
This is very, very" effective. These experienced 
acLtMsis prepare local people fur acbon. Non-violent 
or sometimes vioicni. While we in Katmandu 
mobilise the media and I'igbl I ha court cases in fa vor 
of the people resisting. Il their si niggle is related to a 
development project wiih the involvement of any 
foreign country or world hank, or IMF or ADR or 


mullinalionals we always try to find friends and 
groups and activists in those countries where I fierce 
cofflpanie$4irc based and together plan international 
campaigns. So we have been linking up and coordi¬ 
nating local direct aeiimu. w'iih national level advo¬ 
cacy and inlcnutional level campaigns, 

Mos I of I lie readers; of I his magazine are pnple 
wh« tire involved in campaigns* direct m l ion unit 
local snuggles either in Britain or in Kumpe. 
Vlny would bv very Interested to know wluil lac- 
til's people are using In Nepal on the around on 
ncthms. Fnr instance you inrnlioned Home were 
nOfi'VtoIttil and some Weft violent. U it hliick- 
adcs, stopping work? 

Well, nmsily in (he struggles ihut wc have Steen 
involved whh, local people have been slopping the 
operation of the Hydro-power projects, often for 
several days. Taking over buildings, preventing the 
official* ami workers of the company getting into 
lheir offices and carrying nui maintenance They also 
divert the water from ihe turbine tunnels to their 
land. This stops the general ion of electricity. They 
block roads. I hey prevent public transportation. They 
organize protests mid demon stral ions uriih slogans 
and banners on she street. They also embarrass gov¬ 
ern meni officials and political lenders who arc in 
opposition to their struggles, fhese are the kind o! 
activities m local levels, 

VVhnl kind of nLimbers are Involved in my the 
occupation of the IB dm- Fieri rir Sell elites? 

Okay there 1% one case where We saw about 10,00(1 
people mobilised using (tired Action to prevent die 
general ton of elec Erie My for several days. 10*000 
people, for 24 haunt ami by rotation. It’s like hiking 
over. Taking over the entire complex. All the offices 
of tlte company. So its any thing from hundreds lo 
ICO-ihnu sands* 

Wc do rrot gel involved in actions when there is no 
consensu* at ihd local level. We invest lots of time 
and energy furs! in convincing everyone that their 
tight Is tor everyone. It has nothing lo do wall any 
particular political party or ideology. So we avoid 
atiy confrontations or divisions among ourselves 
bused oft ideology and politic*] manipulation. We are 
completely neutral in our aciions, Il docsn'i matter 
who is In government, who is in power* we are criti¬ 
cal Of them. 

Has Ihe scale df dim:! a chon been growing in the 
I List couple of years & what kind! of number! 
across 1 liL 1 whole eon n try? 

We have been involved in uboui iliirty local move- 
mL'ni-. and uciinn* all over Ihe country. They arc 
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related lo the dams* the irrigation projects, drinking 
water, conserMalkm uca^ lt"s growing and people 
are taking local actions sumedmes even without our 
knowledge, hut based mi what they have heard about 
out campaigns. So- we have basically developed 
strategies that anyone can use, Wc have I idle 
hnmhures iihuut it, which explain nt there is a devel 
oprnenl what do you Jo? I low do you meet? How do 
you form an action group. The Notional Concerned 
Society is a network of local action group* 

Anyone can participate and there is no need lor 
funding from outside. We give our lime free and rely 
on each others hospitality. When we arc in the village 
they feed u^ mid when they come to Katmandu wc 
take cure of their expense*. So there is no need Oil 
foreign money and there is a trust because they see 
wc have no monetary interest. It is very important 
that we are rnn seen ns an N(K>. It is so hard for us 
to convince people wc are tint NCiOs and doing u for 
money. NGOs have a very had reputation 
So we always say first fight for information, light 
for compensation* Decide what you want to get out 
of titan project. What benefits and know afroul the 
eomlilionaltie* Ellul are being imposed from outside. 
Ask the developers if diene will be training for local 




an j 

people, 11 there as no employment then kick there emil. 
Ask for land to land compensation" don't take 
money. So with these Tew campaign tips people \m 
taking action all over the country. There can be thj 
devthjpirwtU project from now on without more and 
more education about all these issues of privati saiinn 
and globalisation of the economy. Without more bat¬ 
tles m the courts. Without more actions, blockade*, 
occupations. With every gain in u struggle tire otter 
communities become stronger through learning 
ahum it from the network- This i> what wc will be 
doing in the future. 

Could you tell me alum I the rent' lion uf (be tlltr 
and the ptuM to hut la your i>r(tanl»lloo and the 
dcEftOnstratfcira? Are those involved In direct 
iiclion under ilimit? 

Because of the kind of reputation wc already have 
politicians blame Ms even If we ore mu directly 
involved. These people in government thmk dial the 
people of Nepal have dq clue ahout Keiw to lake 
action* and that we are the ones who do them. Wc are 
called anti-developmeru, agents of Western envinm- 
menial ists. sometimes dollar eaters- doing these 
things because someone is giving us money. There is 
a lot of character assassination in the media, all types 
of lie* are told about us. Whenever we visit ihe com¬ 
munities and project sites ihey create local pro-eor- 
porali^ government NGCFs to confront us and harass 
local peoples, Wc have been physically Attacked, 
IXnng these *ei re of actions in Nepal is very risky, 
physically risky.. Our network which tries to help 
these struggles i>* small and many of my |uisi col¬ 
leagues and friends* nearly ail of them have joined 
NGOV have become Project Coiisu I trails, 

Ilnvc been uttJrnHated into the Systemf 
Yes. have been qwoiiii luted into the system* have 
become consul tarns, have become political party 
worker*. Have become tools jnd ihe NGO's fund 
their election campaign*. Wc do mi* belong to any 
political parties and we ure very enlicali of them all. 
We basically oppose the donors & w*e oppose foreign 
aid, W ! c just say 1V0 m Foreign Atii h did noi Mp 
mdd witt not help. So wc are very unpopular among 
the donors and among international financial instil u- 
tions and Western governments that have money in 
Katmandu. 

We are treated like enemies by political ponies 
including the leftist politics] party. Lust year for 
instance we were holding a meeting at the office. The 
police came to die office, seized all dEieunsenLK, and 
prevented the meeting. They arrested one of our 
campaigners muter the Subversion Act. and. put him 
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The state response has been very brutal* very 
repressive. People me jysl killed, children are killed,, 
women itre raped, innocent people llfc murdered an 
the suspicion that they maybe Maoist sympathizers. 
Hie situaiicm is tbit arty Inn Jy ecMLld be killed any 
time by (be police- civilian^ Eielivisis. and people 
like us, on Ibe ground that whatever we Lire dining we 
are supporting I be Moists. So it has become a seri¬ 
ous gainer. If something is not done in the near future 
Nepal will end up in a full scale civil wlo 1 - wliai we 
used to see in (he TO"* m I be Philippines. We will see 


in jail for 11 days, Those who have been involved for 
many yean Lire m danger All over (he country we 
have physical danger and risk. The police Hale us for 
our exposes ol human right* abuse paiiteulorly in 
relation lo the Maoist insurge tie y. We arc very criti¬ 
cal I of l be government suppress ion ol (be Mmis-tV It 
is carried out in n very oppressive w llv, repressing the 
innocent in the name of suppression of (be Maoist 
movement. We are also of course critical of Maoists 
when ibey lake acliofls agamsD civilianv So Wc are 
lighting for the protection of civilians fmni bolh 
side*. 

Could vim li'll us about I lie Ni^ksi 1 pulilicail silu- 
lbn surrounding (Ik 1 Maoist Insurgency? 

Nepal teiinied the mulii-puny system in I WO which 
was brought tdgelher by the Liberal and Communist 
parties The Communist Parties also joined purl La¬ 
me ru, They secured seats m the opposition and when 
later the majority party government was dissolved by 
the president there was n odi tor aneflber election but 
no-one got a majority. The CommunrU Forty of 
Nrpfd Uiufif'ti At arxittf-Li-n ru 1st formed ibe govern¬ 
ment* for Wnmiths, In y months they were rocedty eo- 
opied. They followed eveiythiug which ibe US, IMF, 
A PH & World Bank told ihem to do. Now they arc 
preparing to join the WTO. "Of\ y$ttk nr wtil prfati* 

lizr rlvrWAf^p jVo probttM Hr tr preparing to 
becomx a mrmher .' So We have Inst the strength and 
credibility of (he left movement in this country. This 
is. very unfortunate* Tbe government arc not deliver¬ 
ing, hu li I Eli. economic reform, social justice. 

In reaction to (he increasing Comjptioo and et^- 
option of the Communist Party Sl the left movement 
and the NfiOisatinn of siMjial movement*; th^ 
Maoists formed I he Communist Party of j Nepal 
town, launching ihc underground movement. In 
a heir statement* and actions ihey oppose multina¬ 
tionals. They oppose privatization. They oppose 
gluh, iLsubon, They oppose bag dams, They light for 
land reforms, proclaiming ihitc the only solution for 
Nepal is armed re volution. 


a militarized slate take Pinochet in Chile in reaction 
to the Maoists, ii win be very unfortunate India is 
very involved in the conflict. It of course wants a 
ivria-iinJiuii govern mecvl in pluee so it cun take over 
the Nepali imirkes for Indian mul si nationals, To take 
over Ncpalls water recourses, to build large dams for 
(be making of (huu sands of thousands of mega waits 
of electricity for the Indian market and Industrie?!. 
America too has i me rests in Nepal- with ENRON 
and other companies involved in big dam project*. 

The US are already providing CcmftEcr-irtsurgcncy 
training for the military and police and giving all 
sorts ol assistance - including monetary assistance to 
suppress ihe Maoist movement- The suppression of 
the Mnoisl* will also mean ihc suppression of all 
popular movements and critical opposition. They 
may be environmental uctivi&u, (bey may he human 
rights oetivisls.They maybe (hose opposing privati¬ 
zation. gjobati^atiori ail.! muLliiialionals. | am HOE 
involved in the Maoisl movement and looking at it 
from outside it is very difficult lo *ex bow the 
Maoists will create their revolution. I don't know 
how Ibey are going to continue their struggles with 
no assistance from other countries and lighting on 
Indian US backed enemy. Especially us they arc 
the only ones Carrying on in resistance li Loutinuily 
of some kind of left. social, mass movement. 


A friend Hlto wrml In sluy in Mexico .said that Ihe 
major effect nf (he Zapatista* was not the action 
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loot] auicmomy for cxminnimiiies and ethnic and 


the armed group Itself Isiks lull the political 
space and opportunity Uwy opnted up Tor .social 
mi] i c men Is. 11 ns tfciul Ireen similar in Nepal? 

Vcs, Their struggle is alwa creating lots of sociaJ 
movements in other sectors. Women. Indigenous 
peoples labor, students., intellectuals. So many olher 
social fronts are freinj! scaled in the post four years 
tliLii didn't exist ai alb before as movements. 

How many people is it generally accepted are an 
the Maoist Insurgency? 

Ii H presumed ihey have around five to^ix thousand. 
Bid they will grow. Unless line ponies in power make 
hig shifts an I heir policies and prog m ms in address¬ 
ing social Lind economic problems. Unless lhey sland 
iigumst globalisation und prism isa It od these parlies 
arc just going to Imsc Ehcir eredibiliiy. The only niter- 
native will bo counter-movcmcnls, 

This will liv m rut her lung winded liucslimi I'm 
pfnaid. M il is p^ssihle Iliad the Mmibds succeed hi 
either c renting sucijil Tvvululitnt in till 1 whole 
country or com rolling significant territory, many 
aif os in nur movement would support (hat- 
However most of us come From no Anarchist posi¬ 
tion of being nguillsE the Nutimi slute li rati linvulg 
seen ihe Lefi ss in over und over again in these bat- 
lies in lhe Inst hundred years, only In replicate Ihe 
aulhonlturitui principles of I lie organisations mid 
claves ilrey fought against. So In a certuin cXtCHl 
Hint is why we have been so inspired hy the 
Zapatista 1 * tieculise they have openly Miid Ihal 
they do not want to coroner poucr, lull to do 
away with the nalioat Stale am I ti'l lurid com inn irh 
lies tiecoint 1 aulurmmous, \\ hut is ihe [Nepalese 
Maoist's posit ton cut local untonmiiy a nit the 
mi linn stall e? 

Kcgnrdmg their strategy foe power* ibcy «tt for the 
abolition of the monarchy mid ihey are for a 
Republic of Nepal, Wiih regards to local autonomy 
I bey have said shat they will guuranlcc complete 


indigenous groups Nepal is very divers*? culturally 
und lirtguisiicolLy. So that is where the Maoists have 
a Ini of attraction for people. Many indigenous peo¬ 
ples movements, and ethnic groups, support ihe 1 
Maoist movement Lind sonic have gone underground 
to join the insurgency So the Maoist's strategy is that 
tliey take over the power und they give the power to 
the lout] indigenous populations ut local IcvcR It 
h=Ls become very attractive—bectmw much ol the 
country's populations are lighting for local 
Autonomy, for a kind of fight to seM-dcEcrmiiTalmu. 

Ihe uther worry I would have about much of the 
Left is that ns well u\ cupiing Ehc gmemnivnlid 
Ktkslittilioi^ of capitalism Huy also uccept almost 
uncritically [ndnstrlulLvutlon. The whole pnuess 
of the dev i met bin of I lie living social fabric Unit 
krvps nanny saddles together* und il.s replure- 
nienl Sr\ very taiiiifiarlmcitlnll/cii socie t y, I ha Ihe 
Maoists in Nepal haven criticism ul l nd im I rial ism 
and high levels of leelmnhjgy llicuiselvcs? 

Since 1 am not part of the Maoist movement l cannot 
speak with absolute accuracy. Given my reading of 
various political literature and newspaper stones 1 
think they are mil promoting and they do not believe 
in high technology,, and industrialisation- Their main 
push has been for a radical land reform, tn Nepal 
nearly 80% of the population! are ugricnliuraL Nepal 
is u very inounlainous and hilly region, due lo lack ol 
tmaisporiiLLtion cie. it is simply not possible io indus¬ 
trialise the iyaiculiurid ami forestry sectors. Tin: it 
struggle as to basically preserve and manage wfun wc 
already have and prevent the foreign capiml und 
technology, and multi nniiwiiik They have a very 7 
clear position that when multi national s come arid 
foreign technology and capital conics the western 
economic monopoly capitalism comes. Iltey are 
very clear about it. Nepal cun survive and would he 
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{riii'ii filial the slip lifted (Vnunmlrst parties and 
nrKsmi/jjlioiw in power an? mm iik i ! t> i ti cnpifukiH 1 
to liidkul (jnitaud^ Htriouis civil war between the 
ruling elite nit one side and the popular move- 
ments* and indigenous peoples thruugh I he 
MheiLsE IiHMrpiKJf is very likely? 

Yes, t have no inside knowledge from Elie Mk»ils or 
guvenrniem bm watching the political situation t 
think -lei immuuenl civil war situation is very likely. 
The king, ifcie military, I he police, I he liberals and 
Lchtst panjes in tlte parliament urc ah opposed to the 
Maoist movement The Motiiift movement is eli:il- 
knging che whole exigence of numareby, It is dial 
LenpiHi* the politic*] ideology of liberatisin. 
Chuilending the co-option of other leftist parties. So 
it i* challenging nearly -lII ihe power NLmcturcs, As a 
result the Maoist n liuve a lot of encmies.These power 
Orel: lures are mn going to be able to provide a solu¬ 
tion to I he biisicpsotilems of the country. Even if 
there was no MikiIsI movement (here would si ill be 
protests and demonstrations. People sire going to be 
resisting in one way or another. This uiiem;aiioci:tl 
financial syslem coming iill li Nepal, with privatisa¬ 
tion sind struclunJ adjustment has to be fought. No- 
one is fighting from w ithlo the Nepalese Power 
Structures, So there will be resistance, ihctt will he 
struggles and presently the Minsists are leading it. 
There will be sever confroiuotioft, E dop'i see any 
possibility of compromise between ihe two sides. 
What lid you I liiiik iielhist.s and nidicn ls in the 
weal can do to support the pmjmilnr mow men Is 
antl null- deu-tiiptiiciil slro^i-k^ in Nepal, 

One is tixpoating Nepalese human rights violulcdds in 
your mediii. Secondly, on aitli-tkvclopincni aeLivj- 
cics it would be helpful for solidarity iictionj to be 
taken in (ho West, on companies involved. For sbt- 
ries from die Nepalese resist juicc Op he loIlJ at 
denmiisfritions. in the media. You Lire rim in a posi¬ 
tion to hear so much ahoui Nepal, For although ii is 
a ■imoll country, so many gtaxl things rare happening 
tit terms of social movements, .inn iLim. uni ^devel¬ 
opment Actions. The whole society in in a big tnm-sT 
tton from feudalism towards radical movements. So 
I think It’s bftdcaily Idling ihe world know 1 what is 
going on in Nepal, with the multinational ironipula- 
Lion, with had development and growing social 
movements. 

Tor more informal ion on iinli-dtuliipineiiL sLmg.- 

gles in Nepal pintail; 

I Nf EL : KKll Internurioauil P.O.Box 2125, 
katlimaiul li, Nepal TtWiltt 0977-1-429741 
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A note from the Inter viewer 

Some readers mav nbjfcOE Mo us covering the M&titsi msur- 
gei wry in Nepal. Objections will ^nmt from Kuh anarchtH*. 
mid pacifhb. PiciTlfU will objccl to a*, covering n violent 
armed inovcnienl. Wkn fining off repressive cl iics, if you 
wane (o rvoiJiLn effective in 1 for dwu point alive, pacifism iv 
SEmjily not ;m option. Sec the review of Pacifism ha 
P& fctb'gy mi page XXX More tnMereuiMg U ilw likely 
crillci&m horn mordlilb who have a tendency Bo be very 
; vutpaciuiK of jny nws-ii naivlan pulitkid Liiov^iibeJiK Tlib 
is quite wn-.iMc: m«l political moveineoU of tba im hun¬ 
dred ycun have been iiullnxiEuri.yi. 1'his is not just finme 
quasi-nronlhiic podUon. in practical Ihxb* ii ha* hi^hiiie 
hberliUinns lime oilier nine heirig repne-sHNi end murdered 
by Ihe Uf|, la Ku^y, Tail sky idiJ of jueufxIem* * # we dull 
dnwjfc Lheai like tMrtridge^" atnl innde g^rod on hli promise. 
AiUrchutLs v^eie ^hol end Lrupp.sotied m iheir huNdrcds try 
Ehe vix iahsS.'r l - j nbhl (c,|ii g^VCttUFlcm during I he ^pniliiPEtl 
civil wm in L95&. Flo Chi Mmli rullitemly tnislk'd IIk 
workers councils in Vkluni.. I L-uuld gn oft. 

Anrirchy ihen at well m i HiMory of re hellion and dicurus 
is a hahlriry of defeat. niHiugh I supfx^e i prefer 
fmm -i social m five meat of the mibsaircd r.illser Ihun the 
mmsaCercnO. Sunpieion of iKMi-aJiarchbil Moeial: niEive- 
ments lliL-n ii iCftfublc. UnfortiuiaBdy ibis can re m ill tn 
KHatae First W'^-nkl activiiits Baking ie hoLier-thtsit-ihongh alti- 
Lude Go nrniw Third Wo\ Id movements This h UEtNelicv.ib^ 
Wtn-gum. Tbc.w nmoflltl con^L^t of niiEEUiii?i iif brave, 
hopie filled, heiivi]> op pressed revolulion^rLes. FEnding oue 
about ilieae nHrv«incnCs e?uE km^ek m nyi of our omptar 
caicy unU We can learn allot liom Usern Olten their idciEs 
lire nut us fur away from ours us y<io r iJ LhiiEk 
TIec acCCKeralillg glolial collapse of Leflism has led man s 
movements to reject autltoritorjiin u-uys of Of^anUint- 
OUwrs sian iifl" aulhorilurtrm ,md change, some aster u 
process of self es.Lmut.il hue like the Nigerian Tb^rifyitm 
w-Ih> becfthle lliC unarchivt Aw-ureurss League, some as «t 
recoil of the involvement ol tndigeiHUE^ people V/hcn thes 
first WCIEI |n like hills the ncekus of die ZipilllttS Were 
MnwisIs—feU! they chiingcd when eoEdmnted by the 
l>)dLgeibuus pcttples non^liieriLrehical, eollcctivr way of 
ofpaniidpg. Mwt icvntuilofiiiriei have never ovoti heurd of 
unarchjMn ^knne Pala^lmEuri fi^liteni after uieehnp I a .ieli 
unarchi%u fw ihe IJrsi time remarked how wuibk ii 
soundsHl smd weni on to ^rm IheLr own group As a revuSl 
of the iiresent downium in cl,is^ sliEtgglr in in4. l n| of 
w- Binrupc we Inc in a polilical Comfon /nite We are rarely 
uulcd. eveiE rarer killed. We can print painplEteLs ;m J ufgue 
about the miciuLiu untill tlw COWS emne |pi. OtJicr> are 
busy lighting revolutions and trying Mo ^tay alive. In mo it 
ceujiErie# access to ilK fc ckpcticnce »nd ideas of generrnkuL* 
iif iinarvhisH and Ihv revolutions Ihey fought ii simply nni 
uviii t.ihle This knowledge would be invaluable- to revuLu- 
BionLories in i|ie resit of the w-orld El neiwiin'* for ihe mo*E on 
lire sbelvtsof Eoiy mile anurcho hixikshops. itN a long way 
from Whitechapel eo NepjJ There an urgcm need for ilis- 
enUMtm aiid solidarity beiween uLI nhJicul social rnove- 
nenti. ‘FhankfuJIy we me -we mg Ibis happen. We can all 
leum a lot from neb oiheF, 
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A Look at Eastern Europe 

From Rioting Farmers to Rabid Fascists 


Here's a roundup of news from those countries that make up Eastern Europe. It's not compre¬ 
hensive, but ills an insight into the range of activity going on. These regions have a rich histo¬ 
ry of direct action, from the Green Armies in Russia (radical ecological peasants who continued 
to resist the BolsheiveK counter-revolution throughout the 193C • to the uprisings that desta¬ 
bilised the Soviet control of Hungary In 1956 and later, in 1989, in the whole of Eastern Europe. 


Nuclear Haven 

Dodgy leaking nuclear report—yep it’s true,, 
they're: ill over Easicm Europe and more and more 
are being built. The programme* are facing rcsis- 
sanee as well, i hough. There are campaigns agAinst 
ihe construction of two new nuclear reactor* an die 
Ukraine, agamst uranium mining in Karelia la repub¬ 
lic within the Russian federation), and against fegu* 
tar high level nuclear wti.ste irenspoftt from Bulgarin 
to the Mayiik; reprocessing facility in Russia* where a 
nmk full of radioactive waste exploded in IV57 
Protest e=mips hove been set up, for example near Use 
Mohob/c nuclear power plant m Slovakia and on the 
planned construction site of a Minotauf nuclear 
power plaflft (n Northern Russia, 

The beginning of March saw an imti-nudesLr con¬ 
ference in Vtjroiu^h, Russia, 3 c was orgunised by ihe 
local group "Green Arrow’ and Lhc joint (Uitl-nuclcar 
campaign of Bcodcfowl and the Soda-Ecological 
Union, a large umbrella mrganisyiion in Eurasia. 
International days of action against plutonium fuel 
were planned and an action carried out against the 
construction of a. new nueleur heating plane in 
Voronezh where m few people, including a journal¬ 
ist, were attested. Email: ectKkfense^gUinci.m 

Happy Polish Wolves 

Wolves are now fully protected kn Poland, Following 
sin action in Krosno and a campaign by (he 
'Workshop for All Beings" group for their protec¬ 
tion, the government banned the hunting of wolves 
in all areas of Poland which hud been legui in three 
Polish Vtjjvoiidships. The cunpuign is Mill facing 
pressure from the hunting community, however. 
Now die 'Workshop Cor All Beings' are (baffling 
more on protecting the habitats of wolves. 

One of the linger campaigns at present i* against 
the proposal thut was submitted in have Zakopane* 
Poland host the 2006 Winter Olympic Games, if 
Zakopane is g earned the Olympics, many of the 
events will he held in Tatra National Park. Poland's 
most unique and valuable national park and the only 
alpine ecosystem in the whole of Central and Eastern 
Europe, Large scale ecological and cultural detf ruc¬ 
tion would he lhc inevitable result. The campaign Is 
going welt, with many tetters and press releases cir¬ 



culating, coverage in lhc press* television and radio, 
as well m growing international support 

Rioting Farmers in Poland 

A proposed gas pipeline from the Vamul penmudn 
has aroused ihe anger of local farmers. A halite 
between 50 farmers and SO police waft reported as 
happening the beginning of May. One farmer 
attacked the cops with n tractor armed with some 
machinery* while the rest charged with scythes. The 
police, shooting with rubber bullets, injured the trac¬ 
tor drive F- 

A demonstration drew 10.000 farmers end, accord¬ 
ing to anemnil, apparently also some philosophy stn- 
dcitts who carried a banner demanding more Male 
intervention on the empty Iteer bottles market, 

A Russian Pyromaniac 

Across the world (he rich lew iheir wilderness. After 
a hard weeks exploiting the poor and the planet, an 
exhausted loff meeds the pence uml quid of a country 
retreat to relax in Preferably a mansion a king way 
away from those who have to live with the (red of 
their enterprise. Russian capita lists have the same 
tastes, calling their country retreats ‘dachas'. Along 
comes Alexander Pushkin, A -i year old from 
Yaroslavl 100 miles nnrih of Moscow* He"* man¬ 
aged to bum down 25 dachas since I^y7„ This has 
made him a folk hero in Russia—a. Robin 1 k>od with 
a lighter. 

Alexander slipped into the houses during the week 
when their owners were out wheeling and dealing, 
and. after clearing Out the Larder, he would bum the 
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houses down. In Russia ihey hove less illusions about 
private enk’rprisc: LapilalisTn'- ruiilily i> bid bare. Su 
Alexander s ;ictfvines have touched a nerve. He's 
been Committed In ail asylum and Yells in Luld Che 
Russian people ihal ’some of the houses bum) 
belonged 10 people who weren't so wealthy'. 
Alexander knows whal he's done He (old police, 
'My crime was a conscious revenge against the 
rich/' His 'vieurns’ include a hunker, no oil company 
director and an ex-head of the local KG EL 


Militant Miners and Mill Workers in 
Russia 


It's common thm Russian ecu! nunon and other 
industrial workers just don 1 1 get paid for months. 
They hnve to ratort to sirikcs, occupation* and 
hunger strikes to gel (heir coming*. Rtanlly, mili¬ 
tant action has been on toe increase, Managers have 
been taken hostage and miners from north of toe 
Arctic circle travelled to Moscow to fa]up outride 
parliament, for example, until they got paid. A com- 
mon tactic is the blockading of milway line*. Last 
May and again iin July, pmleUing miner*, severed all 
transport links between eastern mud western Russia 
by blockading Ihe Trans-Siberian railway. Hundred* 
of other worker* including, teachers And nurses 
joined m. Pensioners brought food and drmk to the 



blockades. The autboriitoi liavc been threatening to 
clear Lbe various blockades, which are eoslmg busi¬ 
ness dearly, by force. But they fear the popular hack- 
lush and it's remained mere (hreats. A state of emer¬ 
gency was declared when on the far eastern island of 
Sakhalin. miners .stopped ihc delivery of etui] to tlie 
power siphon causing daily blackouts, but the riot 
police sent there did mu dure intervene. 

The miners have managed (o casi off (he shackles 
of ihc official and also independent trade union* Shut 
wouldn't support their strike action* tod continue 
lighting their exploitation independently. 

On July 1 ) IW), HO masked,, uniformed gunmen 
accompanied by various officials ined to uomii (he 
Vyborg 1*11 Ip and Paper Mall in Soviet-sky near the 
Russian-Fiunlsh border The .mill hid been under 
workers' control tm the pusi IM riunilhs, Hie work¬ 
ers used the mill's alarm system to mohilisc local 
sfllpimit to fight buck. The ensuing batiks were fierce 
and two worker* were seriously injured. 

The null was bankrupted in 190b, a common fate 
for Factories in Russia loday. where companies arc 
a] lowed to run \a the ground, then be shipped of 
assets and auctioned at a low pnec. At that point, the 
worker* seized control and began running the pro¬ 
duction themselves. The solidarity they received 
from other workers' organisations and the local coaii- 
mutiitie* suslo tned them* In the meantime, the mill 
WO* sold to u company called A kern UK I .id. 

Ac the Yasnagorsk irachme plant. «he workers min 
look coni ml of I heir factory, shared their protit* ami 
fed ihe town, The occupation has now recalled in 
nearly all the demand* of the workers being met. 

h ir more in for in a t ion, contact I me mat ton ;i t 
Solidarity with Woriun m Russia, Email 
nintck^t kdl.com 

Biafowieza Forest 

‘Workshop tor All Beings' have campaigned since 
]^J4 lor Ihc protection of the primeval Biatowrezn 
Easiest. Hus area covers 1470 square kilometres on 
tin? Be Lie usri an-Foolish border, is home to bison and 
wolves and hu* seen- mass timber cxploiliilion. The 
aim is to secure Eualkaml park stain* for die whole 
area- Inl-emutional support, e.g, demonstrations in 
from of Pols sh embassies and local action* and activ¬ 
ities lirsi resulted in a moratorium on ihc Jugging of 
old deciduous trees in 1993* then in a government 
move to double the size of toe National Pftffc (from 
liy*> of the woodland to 20%). IThe campaign con- 
tiriues, Conrad: Workshop for All Beings PO Box 
4tt, 43-304 Bidsko-BiuEci 4. Poland. 
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Victorious Prague Squat 

A disused bunding called "Miladu* was squiffed by 
anarchists last May and opened as \i social centre. 
The owner had actually granted the occupants per¬ 
mits io-Tk but was procured by the police in a clamp- 
down Lifter last year's global street party in Prague, 
So an c vies ion did come, with lots of police and pri¬ 
vate security,, bui the squatters had barricaded them- 
selve* onto she roof- They stayed tor five days, while 
security surrounded Milada to prevent people going 
in, Flic occupants were supported by Friends some 
camping tail side the hu tiding—wlio toughs with the 
security to gel ftHKi ortto the rcM*f- Alter a huge 
demon id ration* people finally managed to gain 
entrance to the squat, the police hacked oil and it 
seems as i! Milada is here Id slay, 

Poacher-Battling in the National 
Park of Samarskaya Luka 

"On July 22 I9W* tour activists from the radical 
environ rneiuu I movement Rainbow Keepers and 
two Dutch journalists beaded off for another actiofl 
to lake off the locks From I he tubes of ibe puaciiers' 
dums on the territory of the national park- It was 
decided to go to Orekhov^kayn dam, where w r e had 
already taken off site lock on July 17. but it was put 
back by poachers We abo pi tinned to try to find out 
she location til a distant dam» which wc wauled to 
tear down sit OUT future actions. When WO came to 
Oiukhovskayn dun and starred taking off the lock, 
we were slopped by the park ranger and his, son, who 
ran up Co the dam. Ftkir people ended up being. Liken 
away by the police for* as cticy said, ihetr jdcniifku- 
Lion, even though all bus one of them had their docu¬ 
ments un them. During tJve interrogsiL.. of I hose 

arrested. Anatoliy Dorovi-kikh. was beaten by die 
policeman, A blow to the nr broke his tymp&nis 
membrane, and he had to have surgery to recover. 
Now Anatoliy la at one of the city hospilaK Three 
aclivisLt were set free after a report was drawn up. 
hut Anatoliy was forced to remain St the siaiioti as 
die cops said he struggled with them when being 
arrested, though there are a lot of witnesses dint he 
didn’t. The police promised to keep him at I be Station 
all night and to take him to she cwn the next morn¬ 
ing. Immediately, we informed I be mass media about 
what had happened, and after numerous calls from 
journalists Anatoliy was freed. The case was 
dropped." 

Tliis was ;ilI pari of two weeks of actions based 
around a protest camp against the problem of pouch* 
cjV dams in lhe territory of the nal tonal park, 



Spooky-eyed Hitter wor$hipper t president 
Lukashenko of Belarus, 

Belarus 

This small state wtib the capital city Minsk is run by 
an autocrat I c government heuded by President 
Lukashenko, l ie speaks openly of Hitler as his role 
mtxleS and repression of resistance in Belarus is 
harsh. Meetings, gigs and gatherings arc forced 
underground. Nevertheless, there bus been ;mti- 
iriuclear campaigning, Belarussian ex-nuclear snicri- 
cisis have been linking up with grassroots activist^ 
and toe summer of I99H saw a sustained campaign in 
raise awareness about the planned construction of 
new nuclear power plants and toe contamination 
aheadv m Belorussian soil —Minsk is only 2(K)kin 
away from Chernobyl, 

Critical Mass in Gdansk 

The 2 ] si o| Murch is ilic First U-iiv <»l ,pi nig, on v, Illlm 
llu' |r:nliiii.n is upheld in PtilumJ ol burnifif a 
'rruinUinmi’, a pnfipoi symbolizing winter A Critical 
Mu is £ inhered unit nxlc Hirmigb one of Gduuk* 
in.ini .vinrCls [Jcmirndin^ bicycle Lines iFierc. 'Hie 
3SK) cyclists wen! to the where they burned the it 
‘m;ir/.iutnii —cellar dooft, under the .slojg.an Liherale 
your bikes trom tin: cellars and garage*!' Snniliitr 
.iLiiiuvi took pliive on the siinw day in po/nsui mid 
W(irs#w, 

Letter from Romania 

“You asked me to Sell you what is happening here. 
Well* I work for a consulting firm tom provides ser¬ 
vices to multinationals and I can assure you they ojl- 
seriously trashing this place. There is li huge muds 
programme underway* funded by the ED. Mind you, 
tin; Communist government* loiolty fucked up uit.si 
of The envlrumvtent already and people's living con¬ 
ditions leave plemy so be tie sired. We have Copfci 
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M tea, desi^rikited the most polluted town in Europe, 
The big tobacco companies arc huge here, wish fae- 
lorics and the lot, Needles* to say Unit the Ng agio- 
cheat! 4orpoilftiun» arc heavily pushing their wares 
resulting in conhimmalionof liiiz gmundWAter. which 
used Ed be just u looiJiscd problem, There is- zero 
waste management in Romania, in Bucharet^ most 
rubbish is just lipped by [be reKidside nice! We 
have just had elections for Mayor oJ Bucharest and 
due to all candidates being incompetent and corrupt¬ 
ed, the clcctoraie simply didn't bother to vote, (here 
wtis a 34% (UirtiouL There's lots to be done,' 

South Russian Road Building 

the ^neto-Eculugicul Union of the Northwest 
CuucuuNUf have initialed m campaign to protect the 
Caucasian biosphere Zupovcdmk. The road 
L^gOfiaky and Dagomys" planned by the Adugcya 
Republic authorities and the Russian Federation 
Road Service will go through its territory, winch will 
irreparably damage u unique nature system. The 
campaign is supported by locals, and actions were 
taken an Mitreh 1999 as pan of u European Transport 
Action Day held by A5EED. Other actions and 
demon stratum* have billowed. 

Punks For Street Drinking 

The anarchsfunk squat centre -Rozbrui' in PtMfl:sn 
held u banquet id the town centre in April. This con¬ 
sisted of elegant tables set up with Jots of alcohol us 
a demonstration ngjumt the ban on street drinking. 
To qumo a source "They had a big time until ilu= 
police smashed This resulted in the squat being 
raided as well, Conu ci: PO Bos 5, 60-0(6 Po/ium, 
Poland 

Support Michal Patera 

List November, a duh in Prague was attacked by 
fascists, I Ins was the second attack in sis months on 
Michal Patera, who defended himself and shoe a nazi 
leader with h\n legally held pistol. None of ihe fas¬ 
cists were charged, hut Miehat was arrested later ft"s 
worth noting that in the t’/cch Republic, more than a 
ifaiitl sfT the police force sire amongst the estimated 
30^000 organised fascists in the country. 

Much needed national and intcmatnnnul support was 
rallied and recently. Michut bp been released cm 
bail. He is still facing up to 15 year* in prison, 
though. Money h needed to help pay his solicitor, 
and a lew quid can make quin; a difference in Czech. 
Send donations m Solidarity Federation* PO Box 
IfiSlh London NK 7LE, Write to Michut cAa F5A- 
IWA, Box 5. 15006, Ptihu M. Czech Republic. 


Harassment in the Ukraine 

Last year Kiev waste bust n European Bunk summit 
for regional development, and imended Co ‘clean up 
She city tor the visiting dignitaries, Es KGB men in 
their clew guise m i rhe Ukrainian Secret Services 
began harassing and inlimiduEing the anarchist group 
‘Tigra Negra' and the radical ecological group 
■ Rat 11 hi .jw Keepers’. These two groups announced a 
demonstration for Mureh 5 1998, hm were then bur* 
pled, raided, had equipment confiscated us well as 
being threatened with expulsion front university, 
work etc,, Random arrests and sc arches followed, 

IOOh 

The Rainbow Keepers have been active for years, 
liberating LLEiiriMiK and occupying offices mnnrtgsi 
other activities. See page XXX for the contact 
address. 


Polish Anti-Road Protests 



Joining NATO and She Ell has forced Poland into 
adopting other EU countries destructive road build* 
ing pr ictiecs, The construction oi die A4 and other 
motorways, pail of ihe Tim* European Network 
S TENk hm faced much opposition. The A4 motor¬ 
way will cut ihrougli die nature reserves of the land¬ 
scape park Mount St. Anna, Demonstration* and let¬ 
ters of protest to the ministries remained unmi- 
sweftd, >o protest camps were established in April 
1998- On another occasion, houses were squatted 
along the route near Poznam It kicked off at the evic¬ 
tion isee picture }. with squatters battling die private 
security drafted in by Ihe German enn tractors. and 
the houses being demolished while squatters were 
still on the roofs. For further inlonnuiion coulncu 
Zi enni a Fr/ede W (*y $tk t in ( Rare h First! — 
Wjelkopolskaj, Skr. Pise /■ fiJ, Poznan 5E, 

Pnla nd. E- mu i I: poi nan ([=■ I s.. nmt, org. p I of 
1 Workshop For All Beirigs” 
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Mayday in Prague 

Riiisuaut was thut fa*etei* were panning to attack 
anstfChiSK and other antifascists in Prague on I tic 1st 
of May this. year. On the day, the to-seim* managed lo 
hold a legal demonstration* gathering at the 
"Strclccky Island" in [he town centre, the traditional 
anarchies' meeting paint m Mayday, Banners pro¬ 
claimed "Smesh the Reds' as heir motto jnd skin¬ 
heads shoaled "Bribe min for the Czechs 1 , The demo 
was m start m I lam, hut was delayed by a blockade 
til anarchists, which w&* charged by (he police- The 
fascists matched under police protection, while 
inarcftill* w ere arrested and the rest were tow gassed 
und charged by hordes, MqIoUjv c0ckuiil> and Inict les 
were thrown at the police, and two police oir^ were 
damaged. Contact; Zeme Predevsim (EF!K PO Box 
237, (60 41 Praha b. Czech Republic 

WOLF Forest Protection Movement 

Th is network oF independent groups wu.* founded in 
1993 in Slovakia. They arc primarily concerned with 
ihe protection of Ehe much abused and exploited 
forests in the country. They hate saved she forest* of 
Oblik Mill in the Slanskc Muntains with direct action 
and have planed thousands of native species of trees 
and shrubs in degraded forests. 

In 1997, they began monitoring forestry practices 
in ihe Protected Landscape Area Polaita, a biosphere 
reserve, where 234cteareuts were planned oj already 
in progress. Treesits and site blockades followed in 
June last year preventing logging. These occupa¬ 
tion* were met with police hunissment including tier- 
jab in Ira-red morniortag* A demons!ration wai held 
in from fri the Minsiry for Land Management, mcci- 
tngs were held with ihe Ministry und Other blockades 
and actions mok place, including the harriending of 
the forest mad* to prevent journalist* canning too 
close to the airnp. Email* were sent from around the 
world mounting the pressure cm the Ministry und 
press coverage was huge. The occupation ended m 
hue July, but the Activists continued monitoring the 
area. They discovered that logging had been moved 
lo a different site, sn the Polana Biosphere Reserve is 
saved at present. 

Slovakian wildlife i* also threatened by Slovakia’s 
candidacy for ihe Winter Olympic* in 2EHS6 which 
would resell in the construction of sports facilities 
and sue leased tnurismr Aetiuii* have aimed to disrupt 
the planned eleareut logging in iwo Slovak tun 
national park* An action targeted ihe opening of the 
World Winter Univer&iudc in the High Tatra* 
National Park (see picture!. 


Another project which is also running well is die 
c real son of Li private fore si reserve in Slovak u 
WOLF are trying to raise the money to buy 2 1 
hectares of natural beech-fir forest in the Cergov 
mountain*, before it is cut, A donation of £20 will 
buy you ■ tree! Donations are still needed. For fur- 
i her informal Lon contact: WOLF, (IK 2 3 3 Tulcik 27* 
Slovakia. Email: wolf®vadium.sk 

The Only Good Fascist is a Dead 
One 

We received the following email from PoLand: "Ncu 
Year"* Update,' We went in ci small group io a place 
where about 30 mi£ta arid football inns have iheif 
feoAi. There was a heavy right” there w ere chains 
bricks, lists. Micks and hats in uhc. Our casualties: 
one heavy wounded in hospital, two others heavily 
heateiu 5 lightly wounded. Their casualties: for sure 
bigger, direct hih with brick* in head, saitK in hos¬ 
pital—-one pulled iti my house, death! Massacre, 
that's all." 

IT you've gin access to email, you cun subicrihe (o 
the Alternative Eastern European Mailing; list h\ 
sending a message to uller-eeffldy ris-TiiusLorg.pL 
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Wherever you go there are some things that never change. When I arrived in Israel the elections 
were at fever pitch, politicians were up on charges of corruption and greed and the Israeli army 
was still fighting in South Lebanon. But on the positive side, Israeli environmental group Green 
Action had organised a ihreo day Earth First I'Style gathering In the Jerusalem forest. 


The gathering look plate between (he 8lh and IOth of 
April U9 und was the lirM e\ enl ot its kind in Israel 
tmJ they pulled it off with true ityfc. Bused in Tfel- 
Aviv, Green Aelion k a grassroots collective of peo¬ 
ple who lire more or less constantly highlighting, or 
taking action against environ me mill damage In 
Israel, Talking lo a lew member* I lenmed ihnE Green 
Action hiiM been gning r'nr & number of year*. Nil that 
over the tasL couple of years direct action ha* been 
more and more on Ihe agenda. One member stkk\: 
‘thishoa been u natural progression tor us to lack ling 
a situation where our words full on deaf ears." 

The gatiicnng was signifkcaai in thin a large pan of 
die forest is being threatened by a massive road 
scheme, Road 16 is going (o be 100 metres wide, 
connecting the existing Tel-Aviv -Jerusalem road to 
West And 05 if Ehul were not enough, the 

foresl is also threatened by the now-confirmed West 
Jerusalem Bypass, encroachment from developing 
towns and tin expanding oil refinery. A lot of dtatMge 
for a delicate forest which is home to runs flora und 
creatures such ax byeoiis. jackals, porcupine*, 
gazelle'* am! various birds of prey, 


The gathering was a good sign ihat people ore nni 
into silling hack and I el ting their garden be 
destroyed. By the Sutundny. when things had really 
|oi going, nearly 20Q people had got (Ofether on top 
of this bcauliiful valley in amongsE panes, olives trees 
and bushes growing over old stone wain ruins. 

The various workshops were excellent with n Ira of 
i atom latino arid knowledge being shared. Tilings 
were a bit difficult for me lo imdcrUand. being as 
lhey were all m Hebrew, but translators were (here to 
help. There were talks about globalisation, the green 
oorivimer trap’, the animal rights movement in Israel 
i which bus been going for some yeans now), as well 
as practical workshops on recycling, pcrmaculture 
and climbing, There were also walks around the 
endangered area Eo see the rare Horn and Sauna- On 
top of that, an Israeli living on protest sites in 
[TngEand discussed direct action in the form of eco- 
prolesi dies and why the lime is right to follow this 
direction in Israel as well. 

Having hi.L'ii involved wi[li protests in England* il 
was great lo see rlic same spirit of resistance in these 
people, Sitting urntind the fire pit for the communal 
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meal*. you 
could fed u real 
unity between 
everyone—Tel' 
Aviv punks 
dustting to 
Jcni&alcm pro¬ 
fessors, There 
was a lot of 
eiLiertainmenl 
over the three 
days, supplied 
by the 'Caravan 
Crew", a group 
of characters 
Irom ill over the 


world who hud jusi walked from the Dead Sea to the 
Red Sea la bring about jxuiec in ihe Middle Hast, 
doing their own style of magic and healing along the 
way. Them being there made the whole event like a 
Rainbow 1 Gathering as well as an Earth hirsl! one. 
The weekend was a rent success and managed to 
include a vast variety of people from all spectrum.* of 
society. One nun said; M We hope shis gathering will 
be a step toward* more anti<road actions and protest¬ 
ing in Israel, Who know*, we might *et" the first 
protest siic an the "Holy Land’ before the end of the 


millennium/ 1 


Road 80 

Travelling south frum Jefuukm you come to line 
Judeu desert, This niouniainous region contain* 
many water spring* surnumded by incredible 
wildlitc. The area is bome to leopard*. desert foxc* fc 
ibex and hyms. I managed to trek through some of 
the nature ictdl* in ibi> arcii. and *aw lirst hand haw 
beautiful the waterfalls and green valley* tire 
amongst this great desert- 
Like the JeniMdcm forest, this urea has its own 


gious and artlijarological group* as well as ecolo¬ 
gists since the proposed area is around where tlie 
Dead Sea scrolls were found. The eumjjaign hits 
gone a* far a* the occupation of land apposite the 
front drive of Arik Sharon'* estate. A* well as being 
ibe man behind Road SO, Sharon wa* also responsi¬ 
ble for the war in Lebanon in '82, If you're InokLng 
for a (me bastard in the Middle Ea*L he take* the first 
prize. The ocCUpaUw was a good show of resistance 
considering there were only a few people iherc. It 
lasted less than 2 weeks* but it was during the run-up 
to the deed on* in which Sharon i* publicly involved, 
so 1 imagine it gut right an hi* nervev ha ha! 

Action 1 

Over the nest year all who are concerned have real¬ 
ly got chclr work cut nut, wish many owd scheme* 
and major development planned, For example, ihc 
Crosn-Israel Highway -a monstnUL* road connect¬ 
ing the north to the south of the country- Financed 
and built by A friend* rue I e«- and Canadian 
Highways, this will rampage through WOCKtUwfc-, 
deserts and even villages. Considering Israel is a 
small country* ibis will have a massive impact, IPs 
ironic thul for so many year* ihe religious and polit¬ 
ical leaders ot ihK country have fought to preserve 
lheir iloSy Land’ at any cost, and now by their own 
deed* they are destroying it. 

In the Last year Wad has wi messed the tKCupnlton 
of crimes in protest agaiu*t shoreline development, 
kind and cave occupations on the route ol ihe trosv 
Israel Highway, and more... The times are culling for 
people to island tip and he counted. Hnpcfblly weTI 
he hearing ubiiut a lot more action in Israel over the 
next few months. 

Cmilueti Green Action . PO Bos -Ihl I P Tel-Aviv, Zip 
Code 65161, Israel Rwme/FaK: +972 (0) 3 516 2349 
Email; greeiimau^sInirH.pel 
Web: www.greenaction.org.iI 







problem' Road 80, Thi-- proposed road scheme will 
destroy the upjxir part of two amusing rivers. The 
likiereMnig paint to the Road SO proposal is the tael 
ih.LL this road is purely potilicfllly motiviled, being 
pan of the peace agreement with ihe PiilcMinianA, In 
addition, ihc road would be used for arm* move¬ 
ment 5 ' in the event of a war with Syria- Blatantly a 
new road is not needed an aJt area with hardly -any 
through traffic, Such is the fucked-up world of poli¬ 
tics... 

There is a strong campaign against Road 80 as it lt, 
sympcomnUc of all (he environmental damage hap¬ 
pening in Israel, The opposition come* from reli- 
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Anarchy 

The anarchist movement m Israel Li older ihan Ehe 
s-taic offend itself. There is u very sirong historical 
midHion of Jewish and Yiddish anarchism both in 
Europe and mi Palestine—for rumple, die early 
communitarian movement m Palestine was inspired 
by Jewish anarchists like nu*Euv Landaucr and 
Rudolph Rocker who worked with ihe Yiddish- 
speaking sweatshop labourers pf London's tasl Und, 
Some of ihfc early communards in Palestine misled 
the demand for a Jewish state and sought eoopennion 
wuh ihe Arabs. 

For abiui 30 year* from I*>57 the old guard eJ 
1 bnieli unnrctillfe published a newspaper in Yiddish 
and Hebrew. Some more counler-eulmre oriented 
groups emerged in the “Wk und; 'Jite, There wig an 
anarchist group in Israel an K 67 during the Yom 
Kippur War cal led Block Fronl" who were similar lo 
the Yippies in America—fhe polities of poi and 
youth rebellion. They had a paper called L Freaky' 
which was one of the only voices against the war at 
the time—they were very isolated from the rest of 
Israeli puliiieali culture, 

A “third wave' of Israeli anarchism emerged in the 
19Rfh, inspired by the punk movement. which had 
hide eonncelion to earlier Israeli anarchists. At (he 
lime of die Pale stimuli Intifada in fc H7f SK. there was 
u big explosion of radical left activity m Israel Then* 
was a pacifist group of anarcho-punks called. Pwrifisl 

I Youth—some of these went on to found the Israeli 
Anarchist Federation around the lime of the Galt 
I War in "9tV" L JI. The Israeli Ana re lust Federal km 
(IAF) held demonstrations against police bralality, 
agairtst McDonald* and for animal right*, vegetari¬ 
anism and environmental campaigns, among oihcr 
thing.*. El put on bencEit* und concerts and produced 
politick ^ines and papers. The IAF was more or less 
Ihe first organised group itying to pul across anur- 
dusi ideas in Israel—4bey were oflci'i initialing cam- 
patgn* ill ill other left-wing groups weren't doing. 

One anecdote illustrates ihe son ol political climate 
the IAF was functioning in—when ihcy did a 
demonstration outside the first Mcl>unn3ds to be 
opened in Israel, most people thought it wu* because 
McDonalds isn't kosher! The Federal ion goE quite a 
Jpi of media attention, including ihe front pages of 
several newspapers, mainly due however, hi their 
novelty value for the media. Unfortunately they also 
goi quire a lot of attention from the police, .suffering 
harrjs>mcm ami intimidation by the secret police, 
who aim attempted to infill male the orgeobaibm 


in Israel 

A lot of ihe issues that concern anarchists else¬ 
where in the world are more immediuic and real for 
Israelis—for example all Israelis have to jciin the 
army at the ngc of 1R for 3 years, Punks and anar¬ 
ch lse* in Israel have tried to encourage teenager* eo 
re E\jsc military service, but it's hard to avoid it. It has 
been suggested that being frank about anarchist 
anti-militarist views might give them ihe excuse they 
need not to draft you, but basically die only valid 
£XCUf£* idr a man at least, as hi he dec hired men tally 
ill—yon bnve Eo prelcnd to be crazy or else go lo 
prison. One Israeli anarchist said: 

"Anywhere else you can make a /me againsi 
the army and it probably won't have much 
effect Here you'll have mainstream politicians 
talking about warning to lynch us. thni we 
should be interrogated by the police. I has wc 
should he puE on trial* that wc should be put 
away because we’re a menace to society/ 1 
This zinc, which contained practical suggestions on 
how lo escape military service, got on to ihe from 
pages of the newspapers and it* authors were asked 
to appear on TV chat shows etc.—offers (hey 
declined. Despite the penalties they face, many 
young punks and anarchists are now refusing to go 
into the army. 

The IAF organised meetings with Palestinians Ofl 
the West Dank. Hie anarchists engaged with ihe 
Palestinians they supported; they didn't force their 
polities on anyone, but nevertheless an anarchist per¬ 
spective was influential—ihe idcu was completely 
new- to the Pa lest Lilian*. Mo-one else had ever 
expressed an annotate point of view before—all (he 
IchiMi and Maoist groups had all been arguing about 
what sort of "workers State* they wanted. 

Although the IAF has now disbanded. Ik* legacy 
continues. Avi. a former member of the IAF relates* 
“'What was interesting is thal at Mime stage, we 
received a letter from a group of Arabs from u 
big Arab city inside Israel. They were at! mem¬ 
bers. of die Communist Party Youth, And rliey 
sent n letter saying ifauE they're completely 
overwhelmed by the anarchist concept, that 
they never thought of that before and they 
warned to convert as a group to the unareliist 
movement/ 1 
Sources: 

Prvftuh- Extztence 37 < 3 ); Peter Marshall— 

Dt-numrirfii* ihr Impossible: A History ofAnarrhhm 
(London, Fondfift, 1993) 
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The Israeli Embassy Bombing and the Secret State 

On the 2&th of July 1994 two car tx>mbs exploded In London outside the Israeli Embassy and a 
Zionist office- 19 people were injured, in the subsequent crackdown many Palestinian activists 1 
were raided resulting in two. Jawed Botmeh and Samar Alarm, being convicted of conspiracy to 
cause explosions. They were sentenced to 20 years in prison after which they face deportat r on 
back to Israel. They were set up r 


Doth were bom into the siruyidc against the Israeli 
occupation Jiiwad grew up near Bethlehem, Whilst 
living there healings, decern ion without trial h torture, 
the dcsiruetuHi of homes by Israeli soldier* acid ocher 
loniis of collective punishment were common. One 
of liis UiiUNlns was shot denU fidtln^ olT« buaon I he 
way to university* Another cousin wlin shot duad dur¬ 
ing the Iruifada. While studying in Britain they were 
heavily involved in student politics and in the hu)>c 
that they could help their comm unities buck m the 
occupied territories they experimented wirh explo¬ 
sives, They hoped 10 send hack inlomiiLtion concern¬ 
ing the improvisation of basic explosives fjxsm 
household products, This wus used to link ihem In 
she bombings despite (heir experiments being ubjeet 
failures rasher t tmi 0)UllAiy>Style operations like die 
bombings. 

Neither JuwaJ or Samar could he convicted of the 
bombings chem^elves+iLS they hud fully corroborated 
alibis, both being ut college at the time. Instead they 
were jailed Vh ith a catch-all conspiracy charge. They 
say they were embroiled in ihe conspiracy withmi! 
their know ledge by the bomber, who police admit 
has never been caught A year after iheir convict iuft k 
die ex-Ml5 agent David Shaylcr leaked the intomia- 
turn that MIS had been warned about the bomb well 
in advance by un *impeccable source'. Ii was Inter 
re vehk'd ihai a senior M15 manager believes ilwt the 
bombings w ere carried OUI by the Israclislhcmselws 
m yet British force* to crack down on Palestinian* 
living and campaigning in Brim In, This r± more like¬ 
ly than it sounds. Such sccrci slate tactics are unite 
common as part of what is known jin a of 

tension*. Attacks organised by the state dsclt arc 
Mamed un radicals* treating the political environ 
mcnl conducive to iheir suppression. The Israeli 
secret service, MQS5AD* has u long history of aetiv- 
ily in Webern Bun^ -including many kidnappings 
and assassinations. In 1987 its official British offices 
were dosed down after MOSS AD agents killed Nuji- 
El-Ali* li Palestinian ciitoofiist living in London. All 
along Ml5 has used Public Immunity Certificates 
l like the ones used in the Gnwi Ammim! trial—fete 
Dt*D no. 7 p. llVlto hide what it knows about the 
bombings. Despite being given the right to appeal in 


May. Samar ami Jaw.id are stall fighting for MI5 te 
release its documents. This, according to the prison¬ 
ers solicitor. whose previous cases ingluLk: line 
Guild lord Four and the Birmingham Sis. i> st W^itanl I 
cover up. You can write in Smnnr and Jawad at; 

Samar A In mi. RL 14,16, II Wing, HMF Dudtnn. 

Old Id vet, Durham. Mill 31II ■ I 

Juwad Btrtmdk EP 3B88* HMP Franklond. P0 
BOX |-ranklaud. Brasside, Durham. DHt 5YD I 

There will) be regular demonstrations outside eotat 
during the appeal To find out mure or lo gel it copy 
of ihe pamphlet "Justice Denied: Unanswered 
Questions in the cose of cite Israels Fmibassy fc 
Balfour House Bombings' S15 pg-si send £1.5(1 cn: 

Freed ip in 4 .i ml jostkf fur Samar si nd jaw ad 

BM I OS A, LONDON, WCIN 3XX, UK ■ 

E -1 run l: post musicr@ freesaj org. uk 
Website: www.freesoj.org.uk 
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Mamberamo Madness 

Progress and Resistance in West Papua 



The Mamboram? basin* in the pun of the world violently and forcibly occupied by the slate ol Indonesia, 
runs ihnoLi^h Mime of die most beautiful and diverse loresi regions on Earth, A huge river system eeompasv 
ing pud of the central mountains of New Guinea, through lowlands und marshes to the coast, ii covers an urea 
over half the siae of Brim in- Ie^ wild life includes crocodiles, tree kangaroos, Cfrisowfirys and birds of par¬ 
adise, as well us many thousand# of fores! (People, some of whnin are stilt uneontneted by our culture. 


Unfortunately, there are some greedy outsiders who 
ha ve I heir eyes on this beam a ml place , acid they are 
loo powerful for ihe people there to tie lend a gainst 
without help. Am usual, civilisation h running out of 
thitigs to con&ume tnd is looking to strip out (he 
more remote reguons hitherto left mostly unscathed. 
A new development project centres on a complex of 
hyddi-eleeifie danis, which will he used us I he back¬ 
bone of a whole bunch of heavy industry and agri- 
culture. 

A copper smelter, probably run by PT Freeport 
Indonesia, is plan rind to prows* ore from other ureas 
invaded by Indonesia. This will in turn spawn by- 
pmduvls and down stream industries (no pun intend¬ 
ed), For csample* u nickel processing plant which 
em utilize I he electric power, hydrogen and C02 
available in VLnnheraiTun tVsr ctotirolysis. would use 
sulphuric acid* a hy-prodticl of the copper industry. 
The presence of the nickel industry in the tuna can in 
turn facilitate the development of u stainless steel 
industry. Iron ore from surrounding areas and per¬ 
haps Australia can be processed using the abundant 
electricity. 


The looniest idea of ull is to use the electricity to 
spin water into hydrogen and uxygeii co mukc fuel 
for things like green' can;, proposed hy fake green 
orpaisnEkMis. The hydrogen and oxygen aie brought 
biick together to make electricity and water, giving 
the illusion of a problem-free energy supply hy mov¬ 
ing the problem further nwty from the consumer. 
fProponcnts of "altcmnTlve energy' ait not very good 
at saying where this energy will come from, prefer¬ 
ring to make vague references to glorious future 
technologies that will arrive in time, Ef you warn a 
good laugh B try and find eric what zero point energy 
is—it's u good example of "alternative energy’ fan¬ 
tasies. ITie reality is projects like this one,) 

While the upstreEim area wilt be used for daim r 
industrial agriculture and tree monocultures a few 
token 'protected 1 areas wait provide jobs to buy off 
polemint opposition from NGtJs and Betlamyesque 
enviraMlflliiti (not to mention CCO tourism— ■uh, E 
jusi did). Imluserial estates anil new settlements 
(townstream will need a malsive support htfrastnic- 
lure loo. 10,000 yearn qf development will happen 
within a single decade, with roads, bridges, pons. 
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industrial ‘accidents'... all ifcic things we arc Famllbr 
with in rUL/ developd world. 

The iriountnividiis region to the snuih of tlie 
Mumberamo bssin is rich in minerals including 
gold, L-cipper, bauxite and nickfiL A copper smelter in 
the project area would process copper from I he infa- 
mr>tli US/ftritisIl owned Freeport mine. Power for 
smelling could also make (he mining nf oilier nickel 
depew Kit ieasLbl!e B such as Gog, Wulgn and the 
eydops bau. IiT an ectmcHtilfc^s wei dream. 


Dreams 


The nolion of hi Milling large dams and i minstrel 
complexes IP such n geologically unstable /one is 
exirerndy irresponsible, even within i('s own warped 
reasoning. In Pebuary 1996, (he island of Sink was 
hii by on earthquake measuring 7.0 on flic rich ter 
seule. Another, registering 4.6. struck Mambcramo 
and Inyupura in Scptcmcmber 1997, 

Mambcrnmo is also being pfflmnicd as a future 
food supply centre of national importance* with pos¬ 
sibly a million hectares set aside for rice cultivation 
to be irrigated from She dam scheme. Like a previous 
disastrous mega-project in Central Kalimantan, this 



Is packaged as pan of the strategy to salvage the 
country's self-sufficiency in rice. 

There are plans io move about TQO.OOfl people 
from the wesiem pt>rts of Indonesia Us (be area to 
provide (he workforce lor the agricultural projects. 
The village of Kasoiiawcja, capital of Ccrural 
Mambcnimo sub-district. will be the site or the ship¬ 
ping terminal, warehouses* office* und a Inldc centre. 

The Mamberamo development is part of the rush to 
develop the eaMcrn pari of the occupied areas and fill 
(hem with huge numbers of Indonesians to make it 
harder to justify claims for independence. The 
Indonesian state needs to he able to turn the natural 
wealth of the ireu into power to keep itself propped 
up over the coming years. 

The occupying regime's attempts io impose a mod¬ 
ern economy throughout the outer islands ha* 
brought poverty, social conflict and ecological dam¬ 
age, nowhere more so than in West Papua. The mas¬ 
sive Lmnsmigratian schemes plus logging. phmEnlion 
and mining concessions have deprived local papula- 
lions of their traditional land and thus destroyed ibeir 
way of life. 

Under Construction 

Reports from she region state that the process olTand 
appropriation luis already begun, with the invaders 
using bribery, threats and (rickety against (he local 
people. The ^occupying president. Habibie, is doe to 
announce this project in August (his year. The whole 
project is shrouded in secrecy: information about 
who is involved ii extremely hard Lo come by, 
though a DnO contact visited (Ik region almost a 
year ago and Mid (hat some construction had already 
Maned, ahead til any permissions or uppruvuls. 

til 1997 (be governor of Irian Jay a (lhat's whai 
[udonesia calls West Papua) said iiis olTicc would 
mobilise local people^ support for the project. 
However, the majority have not been informed, let 
alone consulted about the mega-project plans, A rep- 
resenmiive of the people there went to the United 
Nations Indigenous People L s Conference in Geneva 
m July ihli year, hut was not permuted to speak by 
the white westerner^ running a. 

Six thousand people living near (he river will be 
moved from their forest home to a new- town, wilh 
the descent into squiour, alcoholism and prostitu¬ 
tion iIkll inevitably accompanies such forced reloca¬ 
tions, In (he s< n: m-[4>-he-iriduserial /one. the seeds of 
a new shanty town arc now being sown; acctwraxte- 
lion for amend 1,000 people is aJready under con- 
si ruction near (be rnomh of the Mambeotmo river. In 
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Until rwnlly their mam 
contact with outsider* I ill d 
been With Indonesian 
Prole slant Chiinch mts- 
sLonuries {GKIs and (be 
Indonesian military 
searching for Free PapUA 
M ovemcr t gue ri I las 

fOPM—see icilcfview on 
page niM). For many of 
l hem the Ilf si contact they 
have with our culture will 
he when they ore forcibly 
removed from (heir 
lunik- ji nice wty to uy 
hello, Those who survive 
the relocation i many do 
not) htce n life of ml very in 


April 1 W7 ;m official seminar and workshop on ihe 
mega- project was attended by private eompuniicB 
from Germany, ibc Netherlands, France and Japan as 
well as Indonesia. In February this year Barnabas 
Suobn. a forme r governor nf Irian Juyu, announced 
111 j I Gem tuny, Japan und A LtsC ru I a hud agreed (O 
invest in the project. 

To our knowledge, no official announcements on 
foreign participation have ever been made, Watch 
Indonesia, I he NCR) lhai i s irackv German involve¬ 
ment. believes I but biluter.iL discuss inns on the pn ■ 
jeet are he mg kept deli hem tety low-key* A 
[December \W7 meeting of line German ImJonesiun 
Forum (GDI- )* a group representing business interests 
in both ctHmlrki, me bided m unpubildjed worfc- 
simp on Mambcramo. The participants included rep 
reseniativcs from ihe companies Ferretasiuhl and 
Siemens, The terms of reference show that German, 
and, to a lesser extent, Australian funding will be 
used in conjunction wills stale funds fur iriatny erf the 
feasibility studies. The basic preliminary studies arc 
estimated to cose around 13 million DM Three 
German companies have already invested about 
100,000 DM cacti in these. Their activities are likely 
to he in Ihe fields of hytfnnleeiiic (Siemens/ 
Hochtief), heavy industry iFermstaal) and infrastruc¬ 
ture (Hochtief}* No (bubi many more suollis will 
appear at the tmugh as ihe plans progress. 

According cm Indonesian governmcnl figures* some 
7,000 people live in ihe ar*a P Nobody really knows, 
since llwre are at least 14 uncaatBcted tribes*. As 
well as these P dosrens of other tribes wall be destroyed 
completely. The indigenous people live a semi- 
nomadic life—hunting, fishing and growing tilings. 


a squalid shanty (own. 

The Mombeatllfl region is u major stronghold of 
the UPM. li is pretty much the lust untouched road¬ 
less area where people e^n hide from the military and 
mount effective resistance operations This is proba¬ 
bly a very major consideration in Indonesia’.*, deci¬ 
sion to destroy i(, The scale of ihis project is horren¬ 
dous. tfs worth repeating here that ail urea id' wild 
land the size of Ibe whole of (he southern half of 
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Britain Will be comp Icily wrecked, It's bard id imag¬ 
ine, LI this goes we may as well kiis resistance good¬ 
bye, 

Thu iLie-1 i ■ I clest roving wild areas IO quell opposi¬ 
tion is hoi new.. Ie has been done throughout history, 
for example in Scotland by the English c« defeat the 
n^siingOsns in the Orciii Wood of Caledon . En ihu 
book Desert Sol amine", Edward Abbey points out 
illai the value of areas such as this 

"as u biisc for resistance to centralised domina¬ 
tion is demonstrated by recent history. In 
EludiijXM and Sunlt) IXmnngn for example, 
popular revolts we re easily i-irld quickly cm shed 
Lhjclluvc an urbanised environment giv^^ flic 
advirriage to the power with the technological 
equipment But in Cuba. Algeria and Vietnam 
i he re vo I u l i imuries. o pe rat i ng i n i non nl tu n. 
desert and jungle hinterkinds with the active or 
Laeit support of a thinly dtsperred population, 
have been able to overcome or at least fight to 
a draw official establishment forces equipped 
with all of [he terrible weapons of twentieth 
century militarism. Rural Insurrections CWl then 
he suppressed only by bombing and burning 
villages and countryside so ihnroughly that the 
mass of the population is forced to lake refuge 
in cities, where the people are then policed and 
if necessary starved into submission/* 

This project must not be allowed to go ahead. Time 
after lime We have seen the failure of lobbyists and 
compromise-brokers to achieve anythirtg meaningful 
in terms of stopping development. Indeed they rarely 
challenge the idea ot development itself, limiting 
themselves to negotiation over the distribution of the 
spoils of the projects. 

The resistance in Mamberamo region is 3(111 strong 
und uncompromising. and we have tin opportunity 
here to support a real and total tight against globali¬ 
sation in its entirety. Local people with their iribul 
leaders arc lighting in their own way against this pro¬ 
ject However, they need moral support front you so 
that their voice becomes si rung enough to slop it. 

They are also working hard to come to various 
intemaiionul uremcH, like Ihe L'N conference, to pre¬ 
sent their regret and demands They are aware oflhc 
danger, bat no-one listens, 1 hey are hoping thut the 
UN will contribute to ^tupping die project. Without 
our co-operation here in the West, allAtking physi¬ 
cally the governments and corporations in solved, ihe 
people over the re will be left with no choice hut to 
ally themselves with the usuitl pathetic bunch of Ml f 
serving sycophants und wannabees who have sold 


out countless tribal reliance movements the world 
over. Et Isn't just a matter of physical survival, a cul¬ 
ture is more chan iliac. It is unreasonable to aspect 
hunter-gatherers and pastorulists to kum our ways K 
our legal systems. in order to stop us destroying 
them, A community with no concept of land owner¬ 
ship will be destroyed by this process. Their way :s 
to tight. If more of us here in the west support them 
in their way, rather than trying to change them, they 
can win this battle. It's very easy to advocate non¬ 
violent resistance when you are not the one violence 
is being used against. People whose En mi lies are 
being dec i milled fed differently about it. 

Contact: 

hltp^/w'WW.etcs-jieEioiS.isfg/npluy 

opmsg@ccoucl ion.org 

A street address will he forthcoming. 

*tn T994. the Mission Aviation Fellowship person in 
charge of evangelism reported that fourteen tribes 
hnd never been ennEacred by the gospel and they had 
vtaried working to "evangelise' them. ITicse are only 
tiie ones they have documented; there are niLiny 
more. 
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Rumble in the Jungle 

Fighting for Freedom in West Papua 



This interview with a representative of the OPM took place In a mystery location in a well-known 
South Coast seaside resort (not the one you* re thinking of}, with an inept interviewer, a cheap 
tape recorder, and drunks singing a rousing chorus of + Rawhide 1 in the background. 


Wbsl Papua, the western hall’ of the island of New 
Guineii is home Hi rich nurUorcil tuid a huge range of 
different tribal groups accounting for QA% ol the 
world's pope hit mu t Kit shaking up in 2y* of all 
known language*. Jn I9fi3> thin former Dutch colony 
was mincs-ctl by liulo lies ill an d became the province 
of Erkin Jay a. In 1964. j fraudulent referendum 
involving 1025 indigenous people- the 'Act of Free 
Choice'—mtilled (he liidwicftiun occupation. To 
oniintoln its cont rol over West Papua's immense nat¬ 
ural resources- including isame of die world's lies,! 
mineral deposit*—Indonesia has unleashed one of 
the teist-known genocides of the 2Ulh cc nlury. 
Massacres. riaj>L-, torture. di^ppcJirancts. die seizure 
of land and cullumI assimilation policies hove been 
commcmpluK, with perhaps a sixth of ihc 1963 |kip- 
ulation r 3(11.000 people I killed since the occupation 
begun. 

Indonesia’* policy of 'transmigration' -relocating 
millions of people from heavily populated Java, Bab 
Mild M.iduu to IIkl- outer a stand*, to consolidate their 

grip on them—ho* also done upiwndkHi* damage- 

But almost from the very Mart, ibis catalogue of 


abuses has been met with determined and inspiring 
resistance, against incredible odds, front the 
Organ i mi si ftipiiu Merdeka (OPM) or free Papua 
Movement. 

DODi Cam you describe bow Indonesia tank emi- 
tml in Wv&i I'npiiit from 1<JG3? 

OPM: My lather was included in ihai procco. 
Because he is one of the people who had contact with 
outride people (such as iiii^jorliiriesl when 
Indonesia came und asked for people who give 
access to UKp they said "Ob, this is one of iticm'. they 
included my father there were 1,025 people... 

This was fur Hie Act of Free Choice., m lhc> tall it... 
Yes. ilii.s js the story of my father himself. They 
selected those people based on who they warned* and 
they trained them in some Indonesian sentence*. like 
i agree with Indonesia' or i want Indonesia. 1 don't 
want the Dutch'—-at Jeast 5 or 6 sentences. My faihet 
didn't know the meaning of lhc.se sentences, After 
some weeks, I hey tested who was doing good in 
those sentences Lind my father passed the test, and he 
was asked to say one of those whole sentences in a 
meeting. 
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So the process was bad tally u complete joke, 
would you say? 

Yes. My father is now feeling very- very sorry. He is 
saying “Pon t repeat my mistake anymore.' At the 
time they thought Indonesia was coming to help, 
supporting independence. 

Right, so they didn’t realise Dial they would actu¬ 
ally lie I dike it over u* part of Indonesia? 

Actually they realised later And all of the l,02S are 
1111 '.v against Indonesia, When I am here, they are 
now protesting. They are standing and they say ’I 
signed these and now 1 want to pay it hack.’ 

Hid anyone realise I but the US whs very much 
behind the Jmbmesluns nnd was pressurising the 
UN to hand West Papua over to the Indonesians? 
Wc didn’t realise, hut now mo and the others are 
learning, wc realise that during the Gold War the I - S 
wanted to control (he Pacific area. 

Traditional Tribal Culture 

How would you deacrlb* traditional tVest Papuan 
cultures? For example, the relationship bet wren 
the tribes and the land has Iwen described as Ihe 
people and the laud "owning’ one another, 
Compared, say,, In what you lind here in fr.nglund. 
what sort or things dcline Went Papuan society? 
Thai’s something l have been talking about. There 
are many things based on my view- that are missing 
here, like we value (he collective way of life. We stay 
in one house or «ne building, wc know each other by 
names, by background* wc greet each morning, we 
greet: "Where are you going'?' You don’t do that 
here. First time I conic here and I was greeting: peo¬ 
ple, they seemed negative, and I smite to people And 
they feci ‘Who tire you?', And It is different. 

What sorl iif reliilloiteltlp It there between the 
tribes and the land that they exist upon' 1 
That's one of the things I am missing here. I first 
came to a big city for a few months, then went to one 
of the villages over there, and then after a few mote 
months I came here. It is not my way. moving every 
couple of months, because culturally my habit is get¬ 
ting settled in one place, gel to know the trees, what¬ 
ever I have in the nature, and they know me and I 
know them, even the animals, whatever, around my 
life. And when t was in the city, I couldn't do that 
because 1 must move, arid we don't have any relation 
with nature, that's whin I Feel here. But in my place 
you can see that people are so tied to their land,-- 
Hctuuxc the ancestors are in Hi* land too and 
t hat’s ii connection going buck hundreds or thou¬ 
sands of years'. 1 


And we feel that we can talk to the land. Many peo¬ 
ple here don’t understand me, but we do- l ike plants, 
like weather—I c:ut say for example Ruins', if ruin 
comes, and I can say 'Slop, 1 'm going to do this and 
it can stop. Not because Of my magic or whatever a* 
people may suspect, but it is just norm ill because 1 
understand them and titty understand me. 

Haw has thv Indents!mi itiroii nation affected tm- 
dilimnil Wwt Rapuan cultures—for example, 
Operation kolekit | t‘»7IK attempt to *C4 Papuans 
(n dress ‘properly’—the ward is an insulting tern 
for ihe pools gourds worn by Dini lilbesinrii, An 
1 minncsimi foreign minister said that (hey were 
determined to "gel them flown hom the trees even 
B we Imve In pull them dtiwti”|, lie puuishrneritv 
for raisin n the West I’a pm in * Morning Mur’ ling, 
live leitching, of Ihe Poncas! In | Indonesia's 
“nationnl ideology”], and ihrowing people oft the 
land and so break inn H^t connection they have 
with the kind'? 

Really, really massive, and it is (he suttering 1 think, 
where wc have been suffering very, very much- 
What sort of farm does this lake'? 

I am writing a book on this topic, to tell my people 
this Is what’s happening in our culture with the 
Christian Church. I don’t mean that religion is 
wrong, but the Church itself—it has its own cul- 
i me- - Lind they break up our own cull lire, the social 
structures. They have their own clergymen who say: 
’Don’t listen to the tribal leader about this—tins is 
[he correct way', and that means they destroy our 
life, which was for whole decades, lor generations. 
This means that wc sutler, for we do not know how 
to step from that to this. 

Jmi yuti lire almost u, right bet wren two worlds? 

Two worlds, yes. We are confused, wc Itccoinc vic¬ 
tim* of tilts change. We are not well informed in 
what (0 do.„ And the second is the government: they 
have their own cultural Structure that they are impos¬ 
ing on us. They have governors, they have every¬ 
thing. until the village level, where they also impose 
their own roles- They have programs like family 
planning, transmigration, ironstoeatiun: if someone’s 
against it, they must be punished, and they have 
laws, regulations, and it breaks up everything which 
was existing in the past. Indonesia have a policy nl 
uniting the diversity: everybody’s Indonesian and 
must speak the Indonesian language, behave like 
Indonesian people and don't say anything which dis¬ 
tinguishes you from the others. 

Which is a hit difficult iMcnusc there ate nn awful 

lot of culture* in Wat Piipim, add there’s even 


l jo 
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mum different cullurti iicmss the whole 
Indnnesian archipelago. 

It’s logically impnssihlc, hul they an: fores ng it. 
Eviriybody fed^ that ihey are killing us in the long 
ran* they are eli minuting nur right, Wt believe ihnl 
when pe-nple take our kind*, or exploit our kind*, or 
move us. shot is tike inking plants and seeds from my 
kind m here and saying 1c can grow here because this 
is hind, this is soil, thi-s. eotirury has soil and ihui 
country has soil, so wc can just plane here’—it is 
Impossible. 1c means we lire killing il K even though 
the plans is sillL alive: so ii is with moving people 
from one village to another, one land lo the other. 
Like (he way in which Inis nfFniKum people have 
hern relncaled from. suy, Ihe tlnlral ItightuiKh 
to (he LowkLorK and (hey chart lniu a the resis¬ 
tance to the ntularin ymi Hurl in the l^rwIuncLr, 
They know bow hi live in Ihe Highlands. 

But not on the coast' Wc suffer much. People from 
the coasts they know, and ihcy don't have any serious 
m ;il inn a I disease. Von go t here and you can sec chat 
many people are in the h^pital they are from the 
High lands, the many troubles are with the 
Highlander*, with those who are moved from one 
pliice to another. Even the favutese, they have many, 
many troubles. 

With Iraiisinittriifion,, hundreds of thousand* of 
people lujve ln*en brought over la Weft Fa pun and 
lo Hie other islands like Sulawesi ur Suihulnt. and 
iin smtu coses it duighl have worked, hill hi many 
eaves Jt f s ulinosi like tliey've been dumped En Mint 
arm + In your experience on the trimKrni grunt* 
doing badly nr well? 

The transmigrants and us. we nre just victims of 
ibosse policymakers, so I hey urc also suffering; but 
they don't know how to claim or who lo blame. ] 
have been with transmigrant* for uboul A yours. vis¬ 
iting them when I wns studying al the university, and 
they were expressing their concern: k Wc miss our 
lands and our cities and tins is a different land:' I hey 
were thinking West Fupua wm good for item. but ii 
is hm. and the land is different, and how they culti¬ 
vate the rice, 

Eo ihey slid try In cultivate h as they did in Jam? 
They ltied, hut they are failing- because even 
though [hey have Large Lunds, they don’t product as 
they produce in Java. Some of ihcm sell their lands 
and go back to lava. 

Is it true that when you dour the jungle the soil 
itself H quite poor? so It doesn't work when it is 
cleared in trails migration projects, say liar the oil 
point pliUiftatinttN* hni the way Papinius have clone 


ii does work hLenn.sc you Hri slill keeping nutsi of 
I hr forest cover tndend nf clearing n huge greet 
area? 

I would say (hat we have our own way, which is bet* 
ler, We know how to balance the ecosystem, berroune 
we know very well what will happen—wiihoul any 
scientific know Ledge wc know how to balance it. In 
my culture we only ait the trees and make gul dens in 
□ special plate. We don't hunt there, we know where 
to farm and where not in farm. You cannot hum 
every time you want, hut we hnve regulation*. saying 
dial: 11 si s is the month or [lie day you can hunh These 
regulations come frnaia our culture. We have people 
in power in my 'Now you can go and hunt’, and If 
we plant crops, 'Now you cin lake your crops or 
noli 1 cannot say This is my pturu ami 3 want to take 
it'—In any culture I mu si wait for instructions in lake 
at. Has it di>csn’l work nnw P Government officials nr 
ihe Army come and want to take it—jusi take it.,, 
Tliis is any power. I can take whatever I want". .. and 
this is breaking up our culture. We told iHe iribaf 
leaders that what we have already is good, 

Hecnuse the modem life is nil rar live in some 
primps? It Imlds Intis nf promise for them? 

Yes. Wc were thinking that influence* from outside 
are good, hue now from here I see that no. wc were 
bctlcroff than oqrtV—many things Me missing here— 
Like relations wtih the people, relations with the 
nature, with I ha an i m ids, I cannot find ihern here. 

Impact of the Indonesian 
Occupation 

TUi, I don't kunw, may In* a hit pninfnb but in the 
Iasi few years we've heard a M ubniic the grain- 
rido pvrpr trilled a gainst ICasI T)nHr T perhaps u 
third of llir popiihilJnn killed. Have llic people or 
W«| I p upi r.i eniHTienced similar horrific I rent - 
merit n( I lie hands of Hie hidoiur*jiins.! 

I my sell' w:ss in sonic of the wars, nol lighting,. hut 
when I wjs a child, And I saw myself, people were 
killed. I think compared to bust Timor, West Papua is 
worcc. 

Worse?! 

Worse, because the large numbers, the numbers of 
people killed, and ihe Eieaiment i\ wonc. and also it 
is never exposed because of the isolation—few peo¬ 
ple can speak English or get access tq the outside 
world. I am the one person from the Hidiem Villey 
abroad now. No one else. 

And ibe Hul inn \ alley is a missive area,..? 

Biggesi tribe in ihe island. We have been isolated tor 
ho tong. 
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t ant jiItiupsI surprised to liciir yuu and with 


such rerhiinly, that it's worse lliun Eu*\ Umar. 
Jusi for me, sitting liere, Lt + s so fur (iul of my espi 1 - 
rielttx Ihul 11% hard in imagine in wiiat way my- 
tujdy could have had even wwrse treatment than 
lire East Timorese, 

Uke P in my place, one village Thai was against the 
Indonesians*, shey finished the whole village, com¬ 
pletely bombed Lind killed everybody, and no one 
knows becLLLiiSrC ii isjuit one valley. We live in motm- 
minoLJN areas und from one valley to another we 
dtafi’t know each other. So we don't know whal s 
|ili p|ieuing in the other iril>e i and they cun juti cosily 
linish, and no one will come againut—compared to 
BaM Timor which ip. jUM u stuall island, people know 
wltti’s happening m sheir village,, just closer lo 
ibe oulsidc work!,.* 

Became East Timor lm% a si ranger nflfloml soci¬ 
ety than id small tribes? 

And nlw they Have imire people educate* They 
Have been with Portugal for W JfcaR, where Wcsi 
Papua now, we jusl hud contact wilh m (lie I'MOs and 
I9b(>s—in Highlands, ‘60s, So we don't know how 
i« often our cases. (Pause.! I saw myself how people 
were eui miu pieces. 1 saw myself, when l wu seven 
years old, ] went with my unde* my unde broughi 
me on his shoulders, and they took me down and 
they cut him in front my eyes, you see,,. 

U luit hud he done, had he done nothing...? 
Reams* he hud n moustache and they were i hulking; 
your hnir should be cut short and you must clean this. 
You must he inly in your clothes, if nrn, you will he 
questioned. There is n cennin way you must have 
your hnir, how to pul on your clothes. U this is not 
i lie way they want then you are rebelling:. 

So thill's really trviilinit you like yon’re children, 

basically. 

YesE Sure. (Laughs.I The Bast Timorese, tlrey have 
knowledge to oppose what's happening by 
Indonesia., but we don't know. We can't do any thing 
because wc arc u.hi weak. 

] wauled to try and give people an idea ol the nnl* 
ural beauty in West Papua, It seem u muurkalily 
heiiuliful ttml rich place—the jungles and mun- 
grove swamps and the nuiuittoins. the birds «f 
paradise, the tree kiinjpirous, ihr cassowaries and 
so im, Cun you give people li sense ol what this Ls 
like and what's being lost us A result or wbat’s 

l>Cmig till? 

Wc have, compared to wtiftf 5 llul seeing hat+ like, 
nmny trees, you cun siic, I Jon I have uny wflril to 
■ii; scribe it, it i* nuluruL We can -see hjrds si Elgin ^ 


yes, S can see birds singing here, km tiol so mnnij; 
Many, many birds, and plain?.—pwplc me asking rue 
here See itiis bush * but no, no. ibis i* not bush, tliis 
is iuh natural. I don't have any words, but it is Rally 
diffonol here., and t have told people (hat this is 
modified world—Like food anil everything is made 
modified, ibis ss already modi lied, and my world h 
i he teal world, iLauglLS.) 

So even IllOllgh l in villager* ivnultl lie |> rawing 
l heir garden 1 *. anil vti on, iTv still u very wild land- 
sea \h\ If you wurt in ynur home village now what 
would you see around you? 

Mmy creatures-iMiiticulLirly in ibe morning and in 
iht afternoon» Many bird* Lire going lo ibcir neats 
and going mu from ibcir nests, and wc have special 
places where wc got for uuralvc^ when wc tulVc 
linishcd eomplelmi: vi.me serious meelings (suonds 
1.imilain 1 [_ and wc go there just to watch Cite birds 
coming back m..„ we faaow the places where birds 
go.-, and it is different i ain here and il is stressful 
And I want to go back qukridy, People think I would 
stay here as ibis is the modern world, but for me per¬ 
sonally. I think most of my people ai least would 
ngrec, my Life is more related to the nalure. mu with 
ibis (laughs) kind of world. Wc know die charadcr- 
isEics &f diffcrenl species from our ancestors* for 
example I hat chai is an important tree. This is passed 
can ihfuugh ibe story holder. My father is one of the 
story holders. And ihey idl stories, and we know 
wlicre wc cun go mid where wc cannot go. 

V\ hy t m i you go Hi orte pLict 1 hut OOf to iinollier'-' 
Wc believe in spirit’s, you know, so (here an; some 
places where we oin luivc trouble hut there are some 
ploociv that are safe. and to my foresi other people 
cunmH po. because that’s my forest, my spirit is there 
iluJ I Ivavc my power authority on my *)WI1 Imici — 
mid if somedno else jjiics there, he will get Lost or get 
trouble, -whutever. 

A ltd the IndtiiieslBiis und transitiiRraitto jus I 
dun’l (It iirtn this ul nil—they Mem iMtully alien? 

1 suitl strong word—I said kilting us", even shnujjh 
they won't say thut: they wilt say we are helping 
you—hut I do think they realise they ure kilting us. 
Vt liul sort id cnvirmimcntiil ini pact has the 
[ndiini-sian muputimi had—like the longing, the 
oil palm plantations, lire Trans-Irian Highway 
[huilt iilontt the border with I'lipuu New (fUtirea, 
to control the region and npt-ii il op for mource 
eKtracttonli the MoiiilHTunin [>uin unrl so mi, 
Hoes this ninke it difficult lo carry «n the original 
way of life if the forest is going, and (he animals 
are bring i'll used iiWil)V 
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That's right. We feel Ihm these policies are hurting uss 
and wc are lighting back. Actually the basic idea was 
to preserve die life—it is our Life that we want to pre¬ 
serve. We don't warn arty policy which comes From 
outside and changes e very i king. Ad people arc 
working to defend the culture, I he survival of |fae 
people; and they mostly light with ihc companies— 
they kidnapped some of the losing companies. 
Then they took hostage people who were with the 
World Wildlife hind because they thought they were 
fro in the mining company; that they had sent these 
people to do survey m 4 to expand die mining activities. 
And they said We don'I want it—it's something we 
arc lfighting against, we ore righting Eo close tins mm 
mg company/ Alter Uuie they realise that this is noE 
sunbeone here to exploit this land, but that they want 
to preserve the laud!, and they hay ’Oil no. there is 
something wrung here/ but El lias already happened- 
Wiirn they du Ihnl sort or I hi tig against* say* rt'p- 
rcseiiiiiiive.s of Freeport (the biggest mining win* 
puny involved in Wist Pnpim does it have the 
desired effect tines it j^d them to ad unify change 
I heir wavs? 

IT 

Y r e*. that's a big problem now+ because we are 
del ending our [radii in mi I ways. In West Papua we 



have two kinds of communities—one is called king- 
doni. Like here, we have small kingdoms, where peo¬ 
ple listen co one king and Li Is inherited by his chil¬ 
dren or broLlier. But ihurc are also people who live in 
military communities-—meaning that we Live like Ehe 
military, under strong discipline. And we choose our 
people for leadership and (heir command because of 
their skill in lighting. The kingdom is inherited, but 
the military is elected. And in ihc-v military tribes, 
they ore lighting in (heir own way--and we don’t 
know how to tight belter in this muniem world. We 
are just rigtning back traditionally, lor this is our way 
to disagree. In my culture, to disagree i* lo tight; 
ihut s what I can do, because that's what I know. And 

people here ... world say that this is guerrilla 

lighters, terrorist group h or whatever; from here, 3 
can sec myself in Ehat siiuntion. And ihat is a good 
lesson I urn learning. That's our only way—light¬ 
ing—our way of disagreeing things. Nut tin: way thai 
this world wunls or approves. 

Presuniiihly that meuns that in lighting the tmdi- 
tio iimI way you arc often lighting with the tradi- 
ifiina) tonlv. like s|a L ur?( or biiws and arrows* is 
that right'. 1 
Ye*. 

So you're up against the liiduucstun Army. .. 

Ye.s (Ltti(bi)i 

With its lii: li l'-i h|htn i s. and guns, uHL .. 

Jet tighiej* (Laughs). 

And liJI Hurts* AlEhmigh it sounds like the OPM 
experiences n remark uhH 1 union ill nr success con* 
sideriii» hnw the twlds are .slacked against them; 
toid il seems like llmt is punk liecause tiles know 
the terrain » well, they know the I unit, and it is 
very diflkoli iti truck people down in ihc jungle. 
And a I sc we know how to mLiinpuhstc—weean work 
wills the hind, with nature. Wl: cun ask nun to come* 
it is easy, and we can ask Ehe hind lords, 1 mean, She 
spirits.** 

The landlords? Nut thc.se sort of landlords, liere 
in the puhl? 

Not ihfe kind here. [Laughs) No! Nof The Landlords 
tell them, send them back to their own camps, and 
they will do it, they can’t find us. I can just walk 
around die village-,. 

In English, we migjht my that it 'bewJMtiV them. 

Yes, They don’t know where to go and they get lost, 
even though we are just watching them. 

Hu you're saying you are almost invisible |«i ihent , 
Invisible. Because we are wilh our nature. They 
know us and we know them, and the nature, and they 
will help us, for we help them. 

m 
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lilt Indonesians jHand mil* but you don*!, \dl 
blend into it. 

Yes- 


Freeport and Grasberg— 
Multinational mining scum in action 

What is your impression of the role of foreign 
c> mi panics, because obviously this i> very relevant 
10 people in (he UK, uliere h lot of Itiesc cempu^ 
nicji are btsciL The example ihuf springs to mi mi 
immediately is the raining, particularly the 
GnuNrR mine opera led hy Ircepnri [Tlw 
worlds Hdmt fold mine, and ihe third hiERVtf 
copper mine I* Cirasberg K«nu very similar to 
RT^I Pungunn mine |See Tragedy on 
BmiRainvIlle" in Won Not 51 til that Indonesia pels 
an awful lai of revenue 
from It* Of Papua 


0 


New f in I lie ii dues 
Iran i« hciii^Mnilk 1 
wu wonderinq* what 
is the siRnilicance ni 
Freeport* and since 
Vm, RTZ? ] now work 
iup with Frccpon at 
Graibof in a mam- 
ninth Joint venture,! 

Jri particular Freeport 
his had a long history, 
even before Went 
Papua came to he 
Indonesian* We need 
help Hi- this case to rind 
mil what really happened 
bci wee n the I ndonc si mi s 
and the Dutch und die US. 
bniutifie we think there is a 
vested interest. And ibey didn't care about ihe peo¬ 
ple, and ihey didn't cure about the environment. they 
only oared about whU they bene lie. Like in tlie Act os 
Free Choice, an UN represenlatiVGS were allowed 10 
enter West Papua because Indonesia said if* risky 
now, you can t go", foui at the same time, Freeport 
people were operating, and this is a question mark. 
Am I right in thiliking thut Freeport were very* 
dole hi Suharlu (evil murdering bustard, recent- 
1% deposed us IncUmexluii dictator—sluiciie he did¬ 
n't get ihe Ceauttucti treatment] us well? 

Yes- Suharto was the commander-in-chiei in taking 
West Papua into Indonesia,,, There"s a Lot of money 
changing hands in all of thil Today we have the 
Dutch Amro Bank ii has shares in Grasberg. 1 chink 


’Give bock our 


it Is helping Freeport to develop ihe new emtw 
now. ihe second coni met,, for the extension of anoth¬ 
er Stl years of exploration- RTZ are also involved 
Then Lhere arc she Korean Logging companies. And 
most of she logging companies belong Ed Suhanu. 
was involved in Wcsi Papua through (his ml'aniuus 
limber harem crony I Bob Hasan, And they belong to 
ihe Army as well. So. in the logging camps, there s 
the army. 

The army d«in^ Ihe logging work? 

Yes So people like the Forest Department rannul 
anything because they arc civil servwnUk 'We are 
Army and we are bringing thiss, mj you cannol say 
anything, you cannot ask fora letter permission,nr 

whatever. *, p I i 

Si11hut's just pure corrtiptfcni- 

Pure comipiion. 

Cun you (cl! ns wluil effects I hr 
Freeport mine hits had on the local peo- 
pic? | 

There are five tribe* around i!m 
mining area* They arc moved 
first—wc say inmslo 
caCcd. wliich is just ihe 
same as. transmigration., 
particular the 

Amungme has the hind 
where Freeport is 
bused; Te mbngupuit 
town lFreeport's 'cniri 
puny (own 1 ] is where Etic 
Amungme come from,, where 
they live, They arc crying, 
shouting* speaking out, 
idling stories about t»w 
(hey relate to that mountain, 
oneestftfl londt' that land, (hat this is whd you 
are doing. Mum is whsit yon are destroying in this way. 
People die and suiter from di-HCases because their 
wiirld has changed, psychologically actually they 
sutler. There are many psychological problems shat 
hove never been cured up to tow. 

Because I hey T Ye been wrenched away, if you like. 

Yes. j jfl 

IsnT one of the 0 PM leaders from that area orig¬ 
inally—what's his name? 

Yes, Kelly Kwnlik. w ho took the WWF hostages, he 
was from there. 

And he's taken uc Lions against tile mine, beeuLiw 
he comes from there**, Ii*sa gold as well usn cop¬ 
per mine-—presumably iliat ntcwi&ywi k;ci a hit of 
polhulon from ihe mine itself, like mercury and mu 
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on, ]j£ llki! C|Uak1i E V ilf tin? riven suffer! lls si 
nattiJl, ns Inis hapficnri on the Vuiazmi. and peo¬ 
ple are less able Ei p use tt? 

Yes, ii\ tmi!. Culturally. we dnn"t boil water lo drink, 
wc can jusl dnnL We know whal river we can drink 
dii'ecdy, and surra. 1 id those arc puHut&d iiliw; and Wfc 
also fish on she rivers. In 1990, in lhe mid-1980*, 
there were people dying because of drinking she 
walct They dkbi'l krmw, they hadn't experienced 
this before. They were jusl crossing the river, and 
they drink* and they died. And it wa* in die local 
newspaper hut nothing happened afterwards, no 
response from the government over it, 

Sip HO clean lip. 

No. II you go to Rfecporu before you land you can 
see iJvc waate of she company— rivers come down 
amidst din, dm riven because oi the waste running 
off It, ami you cm sec many plants dry ™t and you 
almost cannot sec any living plants. And d K s dry. 
Hectares of,,, you can sec a big strip of dess ruts ion 
alongside she river, from she airplane... 

If the spirits are in the kind, how is it viewed in 
I Ih.- trudiliofelul bulii’is if u hu|>e nrent cFHler is 
being dug in it of (he land? 

I n. y, especially ItiL? tritmJ leaders, ihey cry, just like 
children, you know, because they feel EhaJ they are 
being killed. We have bouses tor men where we 
gather iogciher, and wc talk, wc discuss, and she 
elder* iell Mories: 'rhi-s is ucluulty whal is should be, 
now ilN changing'* ^sid they cry. By thus way they 
sell die younger genera rum what is happening. Like 
my father sells stories—and they give Us advice, "do 
ill is. dou r do this', and when they tell ihese stories, 
lhey cry. But dial's whal they can do. they can't du 
anything cl we. (Pttu»,> The naaon she government 
gives i% Elial it is going to help yon, develop you— 
because you une primitive, left-behuid. 

ASMt1111lug that people wanted jobs in the mini . 1 
unywny* is it ool true llinl very few <>r I hem jiu In 
Wc*l Pitpuuris; i 1 \ mainly » Ihing for foreigners 
or Indonesians? 

True. Because E can say only an: West Papuans 
working sherc. 

Anti wJihb sort of jobs :iit they lining? 

This 20* ane only going underground—not fitting in 
she office. 

Wight, they'll 1 doing IliC diriy work. 

Yes, Up So now. I can say only one person from live 
iribes is working, silling in front of a computer in the 
office, with a tic and cvcryihing. Bui for those who 
arc in the ground, it is risky work. They can die and 
il doesn’t mutter; you have signed She eon tract. 


Is j| true thul kmhngnpuni is an incredibly Insu¬ 
rious place, uilh u Sheraton lintel* golf course, 
helicopter puds uud all Ibis other siuIf as well? It 
just seems really out of place..* 

h's sad. I go Eheie, I cry. because from that luxuiy 
world you can sec its real owners walking round, in 
traditional dress. ] run from there, ami when J see my 
people, just in ihc airport, it is very 1 , very, very itisuli- 
mg and sad. They look down oh us there—us If eo 
spy 'Who ore youT\ They will ask you ihat il you go 
lo the uirport or the hotel they don’t want you 
(here, because you ure disturbing ihe place. There ure 
some families who we work I dr— I eun call that u 
formal slavery Menially, r l Ucy jusi puy you buck wiih 
rice. Because ihcir rouum in “Yon don't have rice’, 
ihol's die rntionalt!. "You don’t have rice here, yon 
don't eat as much tish as wc do. because we have 
companies und we have police jnd wc can feed 
you—bui you need to work here, cut the gruss.. clean 
the yards, the whole day you con work here, nod do 
everything we warn you to do. und then al ihc 
lunchtime come ami have rice.' Thai's how we get 
paid. 

But hSIl'l llieru plenty of EcmkI lliaE yon rmild g.niw 
uitywiiy, or ywi could find in the forest? 

Wc have sweet potatoes, but noi rice. 

And rice Is seen ps better? 

Ycj», tlnil's whal happens now. And local people see 
M this rice, shat ii makes these people rich, cars anil 
everything. This is food for this class ol people. 

Jl\ almost like [t is ihmut to have that sort of 
box!. 

Yes, Rood is like identity, who chat person leu 

So that’s why (bey work there rather Hnoi eat inn 
ihe fond from I lie jungle? 

riiai’s right, Crazy* IsnT it?I (Laughs). 

The OPM and Resistance to 
Indonesian Rule 

We've been miking about ihingN I hat arc- cpiite 
depressing nnd dowinlHrnt in o lot tit ways, hui 
fnmi wlmt J L ve benrif. ihe West Pnpuan move¬ 
ment setnis to he getting stronger* C’ould you idl 
m a little bit about the OPM? Is it true Ihnl, as 
htiN been said; + We are oil OPM. OPM is lo the 
hearts and minds of every West PjipuujT? I whs 
also wondering whal you con Id I ell us uhmi! the 
OPM Niriitlurc und hisinry, hint Ki operates m 
iindergrutmd networks hi the eUii's. and ns gnef' 
rlllns in the bosh, Whal is the current stale of play 
between Hie UPM mid; Hu- Army? 1 saw tluii ibere 
was a cea^c+JIre between the liidonedaiis 4tiiil ihe 
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OPM units in one purl of the territory. %** does 
tfnil sonify si icrhitn change :i.s well? 

Yif h. The first question is about history, right? I think 
it was started from 1st December 1^63, where it was 
pi ;:mned, And then, 1 enn soy wc are because we re 
Pstpuan,. OPM and West Papuan is the same. Thut 
from West Papua, wc art just ihc same, even tliouph 
in from of the government officials, people will itiy 
a l am not OPM. no/ But if you go to ihem in [heir 
house, they will calk differently, and cry in front of 
you Ehut they are suffering because ofiheir people, 
sind Thai they feet fc OPM is for us'. We [hiufc getting 
a poillion ih Indonesia is important—when we get a 
position we can talk, wc can do someihang. We can- 
IWI Miy in from of the people, Tin against ii'. 
because wc want 10 be in the gttvernmenu and know 
more iibntii wfinl s happening in there, m*i then we 
CEtFi work for our pesvple. 

So there arc people who arc gaining influence or 
working undercover in the colon in I power struc¬ 
ture, hut are there still people out in the jungle 
currying aut armed operations? 

Yes, Kelly Kwidtfc. who took the hostages, is actual¬ 
ly [he regional commander in Freeport** urea, he is 
responsible for ihe fight against it, and there is anoth¬ 
er leader, Matthias Wenda—he is commander in 
chief. Atid they arc basically fighting for rights ami 
survival und ihesc issues we are talking about. About 
[he cease-lire actually ihiit can huppen because 1 
\im here. ][ hiis just happened becEiuse wc understand 
more now how wc can do that. TPM is the name nl 
tJic armed force, OPM is the civil orgunhulinn; just 
like Sinn Fein and IRA, it's similar, (LaughM We are 
learning now whai method the world will Ifcicn to us 
marc. 

We begun the tnidillonnl way, with fighting, hut 
now let us have a cease-fire and then see who is actu¬ 
ally killing the people. The army tells the Local vil¬ 
lagers, 'That 's because of the OPM H . all houg h aelu- 
nlly, logically, this Indonesian army killed them, but 
they then point out, OPM caused you to die, why do 
you want Ed agree with the OPM. Ice us join and fight 
them with you/ 

Do l hey get many bikers for ihsil? Do people aetu- 
nllv believe it? 

m 

Emotionally. iht:y say ‘We want Eo fig hi", hut cultur 
ally they cait’i; they know that wc are fighting for 
them, and wc arc fighting for nur kmd,. for our cul¬ 
ture, for the survival of the community* Th^y know 
this because wc iell the stories to keep this culture 
w idespread, for everybody. They will get the emo¬ 
tion for one. two days, because of the people dying. 


ami lhe crying, and everything, "ITvcy will say. Oh 
yes- (J3 J M, that's why wc Lire being killed mid wc 
hate them/ But then alter some days, they nuionalise 
what's actually happening eo them, nod there are 
[people telling stones-. 

This in like the story keeper thing, ii gfis brought 
into I he ttory cyde j «*+ 

Where the men gather logclher and sleep in one 
house, they discuss broad topics, including this, and 
they have a rg unseats. and they come out with con¬ 
clusions: 'The Indonesians are manipulating the sit¬ 
uation, actually the OPM arc helping us, they ais 
really fighting for us/ 

The lrn4 utluck cm J:i> Eipini a 11In 1 West Papuan 
capital] tuickllred badly, nnd hits nf the under- 
ground networks of OPM sympathisers had to 
flee from there. Did the OPM recover the strength 
in its underground networks? 

Now wc have problem in the bush, not in the city. 
The underground is now stronger. It bus changed 
because Stiharln Mels stepped dowru nnd llw under- 
ground is even more clear now. wc can't stay under¬ 
ground anymore—it's cotne above ground- -now 
everybody is claiming, i am for freedom. openness/ 
Whui is the OPM vision fur a free West Papua? 
litiw would the ptciplc like to live free of lhe 
Indonesia ns? J assume thut it would to Liulfpcn- 
dkiit of Pa pun New Guinea. PNG Inis at had Hit 1 
occupation or anything like Hint, hut does have 
Kcriiius prohlenLS, say with Bouguinvillr, the ille¬ 
gal [and Irgnl! | log^nu. govern men; I corrupt inn 
ii ml so on. I uns just w mid r ring how you anight 
mMmiiic to M*flW rv|*atlnj; ihme mUiukev It 
would he ureal M linve the Inttimc&loits acme, hut 
what follows? 

We iiiivc been utlkmy about Ibis because tins ten¬ 
don celeiic from many people. They say you warn ihc 
Indonesians nut. but you will si ill have another gov¬ 
ernment. Government is ihc mi me. whatever govern¬ 
ment ic k, they do ihc same Biting. 

There is iMeiI problem! 

Yes' Because government want to always allow 
companies in, contracts, and mining companies. My 
view—-mid 1 think most of my people from the 
Highlands would agree with me—is to conic back lo 
the traditions, that's whut we w ould like to promote, 
where every tribe lias their own leadership, it is gov¬ 
erned by a council of acknowledged Eribul lenders. 1 
have read a book on govern men! in Switzerland and 
i,l wus a good example, bow they made their country, 
where local leadership is strong. [bat's ihc most 
effective. 
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Post-Null aria, indoncMLt is talking iibuut devolv¬ 
ing power more down In ihe Iihtu] level, mid liy- 
passing l he provincial level* FTnu do you I hen 
uvirfd repeating tin- same old problems wilh cor¬ 
ruption. hot at a new smaller scale? It* perhaps 
less or u problem in the trnditionol liihal set-up, 
hi Lit I Luii still sec itin ptulion, mid ^niuiyk for cor¬ 
ruption, especially if there is In is of money Mon i- 
in I" around on ofTer from i In- impuruticils mid 
oilier*. IVM II dilhculc i| nrs l ion, [ know, everybody 
worries about Ibis... 

Wc ore worrying now,, because wc mifvdvei are Hik¬ 
ing—'OK, we wiml to lighh but (hen utter w-e pel it. 
whin would we do?" We will have another war 
between the tribes. between the government, and be 
just like PNG, because thin is one island and this is 
going 01 be our prahtrm us well. My tribe is ibe 
hipest tribe in Ihe island, and people on ihe eoasls 
pre ihinking, 'Qh+ maybe this Iribe will become 
authoritative? 

lake situations ynu have in Nigeria, snyv where* 
one Iribe monopolises goveminenl. 

And thk is une thing that is in the future K after E go 
h;ick—we niusl si I mu I la Ik between Eliu deaden lies, 
between the pollli cums, among the West Papuans 
ourselves, we want to clarify this, set up this 
before.,. 

I fro die ordinary people have Ihe same in pul in in 
| Iris Sort nf discussion process? 

Our InbuI leaders, particularly in this year now, are 
standing in from of chr guvemiricriE saying ihai they 
wont to defend us, which has not happened before, 
Iilie now EJiey are planning ip "I am iribul leader, J 
want my people free, free from you\ and I want chut 
to go on, for ihem eo s(ieak tor the people, uoe politi¬ 
cians. not educated people nr whoever. 

Lki Iribul 9 rati its make the decisions for them¬ 
selves, or with Ini* of inpnl from the rest of the 
iribc—bvcuuse I can Ht hnw they urii'hl nol 
respect ihe wishes of the Iribe as much us llu-y 
should. n<M pay n.s much nttcpljpn,,.. 

There is n trouble in tiie kingdom system of leader¬ 
ship, mostly on the oust—they don't cure nhmil peo¬ 
ple. huL the people are si ill PovclI to the It king. Sul in 
the Highlands, I hey elect people based tin wluil [hey 
do. and lhey can he set down in jus( a day. 

So ihei run he b rung hi down in a day if they've 
annoyed peep If tern much, SO they've gul Pi he 
quite mi eful! 

They in use do much consul E:le ion —they c&ni force 
people lo dn things, it I were tribal leader. I must be 
rtuivineed, I musi have assurance, that my people 


will do what Tin saying. I must be sure thal they are 
■n agreement, and we have the proof in our tribal dis¬ 
cussions arid many consultation*, and we have made 
up our tninds in our men's house r and I must go on 
with that decision—and ibat means they will do it r 
Wc don't say leader actually f laughs), in our lan¬ 
guage we say someone in front “Leaders" here have 
agendas, and it is like they want to influence people 
for their agendas, bur my father is a leader, and 3 
know how he leads, I never see his agenda force 
other people; he accommodates Ihe agendas from 
people, he values, he collect* agendas, and cheat 
examines them. He lei Is people: Your idea is good, 
I Hu l ill ink l has will happen, whal do you think about 
ibis?' 1 don 1 1 know more about the kingdom system, 
hut it's more like top-down,, 

Women In the Struggle 

This ns until her rhorny subject. hut when you talk 
about the men's house, I wonder how much input 
the women Suite into the decision- making process. 
Do women ii lake their voice knouu as well? 

Now it is changing, hut in general, women almost 
have no voice in government* in local traditional 
government. They have their voice in some certain 
aspects, like regarding food, how wc have guests, 
how to serve the guests, who w ill do what, who will 
contribute this IlmhI and on whal day and these kind 
of things how lo distribute foods when we have 
great feasts, how io divide the food into group*. In 
the case of food, delivery, family business, women 
have power, we listen lo women, hue not about the 
government, about fighting. 

Is lhere any mil from Ihi women to have n grt-nEcr 
sny? 

This week, for the first time they have a ctudereuce 
of women in West Papua. Women who were raped* 
who were treated badly during (he wars, when the 
army take them io their bars, and ituise women who 
have gathered together, now they are speaking oul 
far themselves, saying ‘Now, we want lo be heard." 
it lias happened from ihe last two years, when We had 
protest against the mining companies, when the pres¬ 
ident of Free port came.., 

Jim Boh! | MoffclL highly eccentric head of 
Freeport ] 

Yes. Boh came lo ihe urea, the men didn't say any¬ 
thing. they Bold tlie women, “Go and tell him, 
because he i* from a mother, (hrt’t why tie js alive, 
he is Boh bee Bute of his mother- -and Iiin mother is 
more important Elian his father, based on our cul¬ 
ture... 
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You don't have to be mad to work here,.. 

Jim Bob Moffett 's pearls of wisdom: "We are 

thrusting a spear of economic development 

Into the heartland of If Son Jaya.„ We 1 re 

going Co mine oM fAe way to Hew Orleans... 

This Is not a job for us, ft's a religion." 
^--—— 

Sorry* explain than, l suspect I hat’s mi impurtuiik 

^1 tilth* fNiinl i + r 

Like, if my father and niy mother give me jJviec 
which is coninidtetocy, I will prefer m listen to my 
mother, cuhurully. 

Thul seems strange to me—the women erudition- 
alliy have bud has input iiKcr decision making 
IhisitiM. 1 their domain is Hit- family, but you. a 
man, will listen mare lo your mother than to your 
fiitlu r. Ii seems slightly paradoxical..,* 

Yes, yes. (Much nenimenU In public decision mak¬ 
ing, gathering opinion*. the men arc uUowad* mil 
women—bin. these leaders, it they siill have (heir 
mother* dive, they go and see them for advice. H l 
re LI you the value of udvicc. actually I he timelier* 
have more In El nence arid the wives also have 
influence hut not as much- 


You were saying that Jim Bob cried when be Ctttflt 
la Freeport. I Imve to say that it s not unknown 
for business leaders to l>e hypocritical mid to cry 
whirl wt tall crocodile tears (by fur Ihe most llkt- 
I v explanation gi ven i"reeport T SI hehsavlniir heh?re 
nnd since ihe v isit \—but people look Unit as a sin¬ 
cere and meaningful ihing, is that rigln? 

Ye*, dwy did. Bob cried when Yoscphu Kwalik. ihe 
woman who led the meeting, ihrcw her noken |u 
woven lug in which Aiming me women carry babies 
and piglets | at him* and soul “'My ,wn Moffclt, in Ihe 
ptLSt I pul you inside my ncikcn.! look you with me 
wherever I went, bui I did not realise (hat you Lieiu- 
iilly suck my bit**! until it’s nil drained, and t remain 
only an bones without llesh. Now I pick you out of 
my nokcTi nnd will throw you far away. 1 ' She linked 
him tu reconsider what he and his -company have 
been doing. 

And thul waa linked lo the fact tM for the Bid 
time women were spokcsp*Opl( Al> opposed to the 
nil'll being the represenlnlives, People though! 

I his wats as hrettklhniugh when Ihey met Jim Boh. 
unci this vm partly linked wiili ihe Tucl I hut it w«t 
the women who hml spoken to him. 

Yes. We thought women wre laiUdtlg for >our people, 
which never happened belorc now. and a lot oS sym¬ 
pathy among our tribal people, that now U is women 
who are miking for us, anti lei us support at. 

And they didn't mi ml than even though ie had 
been (ft rliaips against the previous customs? 
CuLiurully, they had no problem. The iieopte sup¬ 
ported her, they say 'Go woman. *ay more/ That 
was the first historical step in thni culture, where 
women can talk, .End now women arc fcding« 'We 
can suy something lor the people now. rind ihis per¬ 
son cned because -liit u*, which didn't happen when 
men were talking to him. Wcchanged him/ The men 
agree, wc can"I do that to lhut point. Only women 
can do thal. Women have Mime abilities lo do certain 
thing*, and i hat's why we arc saying 'OK, you have 
done something, now go on, develop what you can 
do next/ 

West Papua After Suharto—What 
does the Future Hold? 

I WK mpmlvrinu if ih-c- pcmpHls for West l^npusi 
have improved since die downfall of Suharln, 
Habibie (Suharto's replacement) ha* miked of 
Independence fur Eatf Timor—Is anything -simi¬ 
tar on Ihe cards for West Papua? I know talk* 
Wert' planned fur sometime this year. West t^ipim 
■cents a Ini stranger si Ace the fall of Sohurta^ 
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That's why wc arc saying. ..nobody cam say Shis, just 


pro- Pn|? tiun (lumonsinttiimfi in Jakilft, n series 
of ikm raisings across West E’upua, and us yon say, 
tb t spirii of independence is more widespread 
no vi. 

I vt just read emails from West Papm reporting iPiat 
tfie national dialogue with Presklcnl Habibie and us 
will h:L[i|ioi] tm It uti of February. They're m Jayapum 
now* inidl 70 people wilt lly oul tomorrow in Java for 
that dialogue. Led by Church leaders, wfio ure play¬ 
ing very important rob itoW, They are saying “No 
manipulation, no games Imm ibe government. No 
trickery. Wc wain to Let people say whatever ili^y 
want, whether n is against, or lor Indonesiiu n docs 
n't mutter/ Whai we want is tliui they talk for them- 
sclvcs—die Church list Went Papua is saying ‘Wc are 
new Church* wc wi.uk few the people, wc help people 
to speak out for ihcir own rights’ < so they have 
selected 70 people from ihc whole. E cun say I hat tins 
is iht second Act o* Free Choice* 

Well, yes, Hull’s whiil I was afraid of in a way. 

Ami there is a inhjl, leader who was involved in the 
Act of Free Choice, he is now the leader of the Wcsi 
Papuan tribal council. 

This lx Ihcys F.luay+ Hie ^u) who rccenih go! 
arrested for discussing independence. Is he out of 
prison DOW? 

He can i be kepi in prison, bcceu&c he has people— 
if he is imprisoned, ihousands of people will come, 
so they esiTt do^ything to him. 

So Hbs is like a Imakl Brough. really—-my Impres¬ 
sion is ihiit it is starting 1o build Up whkit you 
riinld toll- an irresistible momentum—the spiril 
wax m strong. I he moment ii in was su strong... 

So strong. 

I hut ll\ going to he very dinirull fur Jakarta to 
sell them nut* 

Now Jakarta, is offering atilomuny. and autonomy 
phis, as ihey La 11 it—but people arc snyuig "No! these 
tw o, wc want independence, your agenda isi yours, 
but this dialogue is fnuii ua H nol the government 
agenda, Wc proposed. wc initialed, wc suggested and 
uiir guul is indepoidencc/ So in these weeks, 
January. Fehnwry, it js very clear, ihcy arc open. |>ce>- 
ple acclaim now fc Yes, wc want independence.’ They 
can he hnuesE ab™r it. 

That's great, Aren't people still bring repressed 
us wdl tllough? Isn’t it true that anybody who 
proclaims Independence will he punished, 
because it isi a Inlnn at of Indonesia? 

That cun happen t few somebody, ll I say that, it is 
ea$y for Indonesia to take me to prison* because I mm 
nobody. E am not a tribal leader, 1 have no people. 
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she tribal leaders cun say this. Even the Governor is 
jusc saying OK. wc support national government 
policy 4 —he hasn’t got authority from the people, so 
if he is against, ui for independence, he won’t have 

support. 

But I ip an evtcnl. the Indonesians have never hud 
mithiirifi, i(h'> just relied upon mililar> might— 

m I'm not sure how it's anv difTercnl now. 

+ 

Bemuse JiiEharicsiu has Severe eeouumic problems, 
1 Hssuimc lhal they need to keep the money cum- 
mg ilk I Vi ui l Grusherg allil elsewhere* 1 Ihiitlglrt 
ikn M also just announced a new 5 year plan fur 
Hie liansudgraliou programme—giving a slnma 
i men live to keep Wisl Papua down. under Ihcir 
I hi mill, and keep Hie moor) rolling to, I dunT 
men ei to lie pessimistic* llijl 1 Cun sec him il might 
iw In m mss ns lasimii 

It is not easy for Jakarta so lei us go. because wc deed 
Jakarta, dun s whi.it wc say. Jl they lose us. it means 
Jakarta will have problems cs]m:c?;iIIy in rmimees.. 
Jill Ibev have this strong demand fur indepen¬ 
dence building up in West Pnptin now after 36 
years, and yet one or flic reasons why they have 
bWl there all this time is because it is a huge 
money spinner, so they don T t wnnf losacnhce I he 
money. 1 can See Ihpw they rniglil fry kind iifejuliplo 
hide the tribal lenders, hue) so forth. 

Yes, that’s my wony. The Church aje promising that 
they are doing I heir best nol to be tricked by the gov¬ 
ernment, hui wc cm’i totiitly believe it, because 
Indonesia in there in power. But whtit I prttdiuilly 
believe is ihul llieys Eluay camtiX, be influanetd by 
wEmever, because he has his own pEishUm already 
dearly Mated m irtuu ol the government; (here are 7CI 
people, but only one person himsclfi our hope h in 
him. 

Flow open are Hie discussions going to lie? An 1 
itenplc llkiek in ^\'i*s| PupUll going to kfluw mIuiI s 
gEiing an or w ill it he behind dosed doors? 

It has been :i Emg story abcnit the Acs of l 7 ree Chtrice, 
wLiich was ih.it wc wm blaming each other. My pc&- 
pie ail! blaming my father, he did something wrong, 
and wc don‘1 want ihuE to be repeated again, been use 
u disturbed our culture reJuiionship. So miw we want 
to be ■■I'cn, we Want to be Iran spare rtC. wc wan! the 
70 to be more responsible lo us, because,.. 

Liiere’s going to lie hell to pay if they don'i! 

Yes, If you do it twice.. t you knew whul happened 
before and yon have learned the risk of those nhs- 
tftkek uruJ don't repeal it again—that is «ur demund 
now, and ihey have itu^ burden on their minds. 
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(Laughs}. They can come back wilh the result. due 
we expect (Item to achieve, you must say whatever Li 
is we usk you to do. And that's independence. 

What huliE ii Im tile nl lil tide 1« the natur;il envi¬ 
ronment in no Independent West Papua'-' What 
v. imlii hup pen wit El the logging, with tJie milting 
and so -mi? Obviously; people think they have to 
make money; Mu chat pi%iU)ipom certain things* 

Sil l ■ n 

Mo*f Highlander* like me, we own the mining area, 
wc Eire raying shut it down, because we can make 
money from different ways, hoc only I ram dicing 
up and breaking our ecosystem. Developing cco- 
tourism, that is our main concern now, because wc 
have teamed from countries in South America where 
they have done this,, and I will push this idea because 
we have five tribes [around die mining area), and I 
am from one of the tribes,, and 1 will Impose this, 
mining companies - -we can allow them 5 years ami 
then it doesn't help us. 

Assuming thr Iiidontsinns left, whul would the 
ecutnurisio money go towards? If money wasn’t 
seen ns necessary before then whufs changed, 
what new needs do you ha ve now? 

Ycs P ever ADUjh like rue, wc feel thiai money is 
important. I here Me people in the Highlands saying 
now 'What's money for? We cmfr eat it/ I think 
only people? like those politicians anti educated pco- 
pie will think about the money. Not the lucid people, 
more money is not their concern—(heir concern is: 
’We don’t warn to die, wc don't wrint to disturb mir 
lands, we don't want these trees to be cut down/ II 
they live m the irmlihoiial house, their concern is dif¬ 
fered. Hut those people who have education, w p e 
need money only fur. say, coniinunicalion sysiems- 
how we can communicate between tribes is one of 
ibe most tliitiiriiLi problems now. All over West 
Papua, it i'i important for us to build up telecommu¬ 
nication systems and TV and video, just for sharing 
what’s happening In the other villages. opening iheir 
minds. 

For sharing and commimitation in principle 
1 hat's ipiilv a noble aim—and look at I he world 
[ live in? it's gut all these thing* already *o Vm 
in no position In judge. Hut L think you arc like¬ 
ly in gel certain dUlimlties with that —for 
instance, ihe Indian government list* deliberate- 
lv introduced TV si l* into Iheir tribai villages, 
to bring them into ihe mainstream of Indian 
society and get them living a certain sort of 
lifestyle. 

Ye*, it is. li danger. 


Mr. Mysterious X-tremlst: Wouldn't ciotnurism 
destroy your culture? The demands that the 
limrist* put, I hey would want house*, they'd warn 
someone lis clean the Hour-—ihcy wouldn't be 
happy to live the mint way a* you do. 

Yes, it * difficult 

w hut can we do in support of people in West 
Popuu here in tlie UK. la force Indonesia lo stop 
iheir abuse*. In increase the demand for :intfcj»n- 
denct? 

Yes, one thing js finding out actually what happened 
with Freeport, the early process, becalm poll Elchin* 
say "Where’* the proof? So it is nonsense-' We don't 
have the knowledge of Hngbdi, or of how lo deal 
wiih this modem world, hut we know there was 
something wrong between Indonesia and Freeport 
and US and Dutch, Bui how can we claim this, bow 
can we gu hack to ihe 1960 s nod prove that this was 
wrong, thtLtS one main probletn. The second is what 
rrndc I he Dutch allow Indonesi a to mke our hind 
without our agreement—only of the 1025 [in ihe Act 
of Free Choice). 

Do you think We should pot pressure mi comjJa- 
nfes like RTZ* or the Indonesian embassy ur 
whatever, to font llrem hi change? 

Yes. Wc are speaking imi for this. Some people on 
saying (but it is the unines who are killing people, 
not the companies—and Freeport, fur in stance, 
denies any human rights violations by arguing that 
il is there for business, not for kilting people, .mi¬ 
ni u Is Lind plants. This is a crazy answer—che 
Indonesians kill us because they want to secure the 
mining. Without ihe companies and ihe mining 
I here will he no killing anymore, as simple as that. 
(It's not all by proxy either—Freeport's security 
guards have also had direel involvement m various 
incident*. I Indonesia, and the companies wi ll 
respond [h? pressure M r* dear I hey me ■JUlll.y hm 
now wc are trying to Ibid out how to Influence, and 
which angle wc can use lo pin pressure on think 
Partly because wc don't know how to—a* i said, 
we sire lighting now in all wayfr—And wc need peo¬ 
ple eo tell us this is the way ihu British Government 
will listen iu you, or this m the way that America 
wilt do something for you. and wc want to lislert to 
those ideas. It's one of the purpose* of my mission 
tha.1 Fm bringing here-—because my belief is itiac 
ihe traditional leaders are the people, not me—1 m 
just like the telephone line, emu muni caring 
between you here and there, lo the speakers nl ihe 
people, ihe tribal leaders. When I go back* I will be 
behind them. 1 won't spetik in from. 
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Update 

Hie Nation!] Dialogue Initiated in February xn Jar 
proceeding without Eim) much trouble-—certainly 
when irompELred to the rampant death squad ptnsecu- 
1 irun in die run-up to die li jx _ t hei ing referendum in 
Emu Timur. Tribal leaden are slicking in the 
demands for complete independence, and informn- 
sion posts have been set up around I he country par¬ 
ticularly in the towns—to publicise the process. 
Worry mg |y however, there tire reports of police and 
army repression uf a Hag raising ceremony in Sarong 
on 5 th July, 4ENI soldiers opened lire on die cnwd P 
k felling an unknown number, seriously injuring many 
and detaining up t« 14ll people. The city was put 
under strict control after the massacre. with u curfew 
imposed. ill shops closed and searches underway tor 
OPM suspects.. Flse where in Wbsl Papua the nntiy is 
threatening to close down the information posts even 
chough they are clearly a signitic;im pan of the 
Dialogue. Nonetheless, a representative of die OPM 
summed up the current umhhJ as follows: ‘"Before, 
the hope for freedom in West Papua Wb-s regarded as 
just a dream that hardly ever becomes a reality, or as 
something in the air thai we cannot grasp* But the 
national dialogue has given this dream an unforget¬ 
table momentum in our history: the time when the 
Indonesian President listened ui our demand to 
regain our nibbed independence. Both sides must 
now go away and think it through—and we are 
thinking about it by establishing the posts that help 
all Wc%e Papuans to think about it. not Just our 
naimsij] representative, By doing this we have 
reclaimed indcpendence-fet is already in our 
hands, no longer just m the itir. Now the 
President muni decide when to give it co us, 

■ind \t is our hope that the world will approve 
it— without a repetition of the ml ol no choice 
of i *m: 

[Many thinks to Da Duchess* for Dancing 
With Dictaphones above and beyond the call 
of duty, | 

Resources 

i "Wt i si I'qputt' Thr PhljhTHljon of a Pup^' 1 , Contid 
Jiudiafltl fJiip SocJ l-jung (TAPOL l^KS!! (A 
sufvrh inEmdLKtinn m the suhj(ei-»ufeting inuj 
c □ i r; i _l; i i i J-L -1 

"VS art Papu 4 —Phmdrr in PuniH^, Anti-SUiveiy 
S^'kft^ I n>.li^^riLHLl™i PeopicA .uni DcvrliifHEierit Seni-H. 

Hrptm ft, IMVtl. E Available 1 rrom: ASS, LUO Brixirm 

led. I.LHkUin fSW9,6AT i 

, “| ll ifc|-«(inrd Arntfra—An fjivcAtlglUhe Journey Thmugli 


Endrtfcvia ", CtOTge hfaibitifl I Michael J&Trfflh I 9 $ 9 >. {Chh-hJ 
[irvl perMTO sccount—<oftn) hiimmus *k<-rripiion& erf 
GeorgcX It.iplcsn .uiv lih ures in u Empicji dime,* 

ScMt Win The Gwirilli Siruggle Stl Han Java ', 
Rohifi OshcM-dc? i AJt^ri & Linwm 1985 ). 

KwsE Timor,. West P.^uji/lrimi uiufl IndoAmii 7 *, Keith Sutci 
rMinority Rights Group Report t(A^nUsNe From; 
MHO, 379 Hu Sion K*k London SW 9 7 DE. r 

Contacts 

I K HI M To tAkxH 
» Athnilay Rd 
London SEll 3£N 
Tel: 1)17] 732 7914 
E-imik dle^ytri jifH-Ofg 

(Ejtedbi Dcrfunkiation—product ncWtftuf wlrth i good 
overview ill laaiw^ian rn^EflHiimnCrl/i«Kii Juifice U^ucs 
SufricrifM 1011*1 jiniLinck LIU a. ycpt, I 

PARI IftANS 

■I I A I h'.'irihilJ Sh|n;iii 7 
Lewtoti Nl IRB 
Tel: U 171 70 G 6 IB 9 

Umflitotbk rnprnie^ of KiU Tin|D /.me niLrain| 
eanrpingnihg l^i- Grashei^t r n^pi.irt Ntrxe RTZ gnt buolwd m *^5. i 

PA ft SAM PKOPLE8 FOlJTrtJATION 

Ottb Simopkrtf 1 

W.J nok 54 S 

6700 A M Wajietiin^rn 

Netherlands 

n>irmil; ^imnpijiFetfo: nriscape.ihfc 

PaVe 

PO Box wo 
woo av Uma* 

NclherlitmJs 

Tel: 31,30. 27b mm 

K'jiiaik pmimnL 


t JPM SiuinMirl Cirunp. 
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OPM Resistance to Indonesian Rule 


1*1 May 1963$ Weal Papua (nw the province of I nun 
Jiya) pan sen fmtn Dutch id Indonesian control, cm the 
condition that the Indonesian* hold a referendum to 
decide the ultimate status of the territory within 6 
year*, 

36ih July 1965: The 'Xebar Incident"- the tirst out¬ 
break ol hostilities, sot Papuan forestry and agriculture 
departmcni employees kill Indonesian troops. irile 
weapons and Elec into the bush. 

2Hth July 3.%5: 400 men utiaek infantry battalion bar¬ 
rack* in Arfaii. Manokwari. in she western Hind u 
Hew) region of Vfesi Papuu. Indonesians launch 
counter-insurgency "Operation Contttoutne**' m 
EChfNunAe. Hie OPM gnidiuliy begins to emerge dur¬ 
ing the unreal of 1965-67, 

Juntury 1*167: A rebellion in Meraukc in Ehr MUith- 
cut ol tilt.- country it followed hy an uprising d 
14,000 members of Hie Arfuk tribe in MAttfrkwuri, 
which is declared ni "Free Papua Slate", Strafing ami 
bombing by the Indonesians m pan of "‘Operation 
Annihilation" 4 |t] fcfl)$ 1J00 villagers. Other groups 
spline up in Juyapura (the capital). Sororiig, Kaimarui 
and FakFak. 

February 1909: Uprising at Enuromli, Wissel 
Lokes^Paniai rag Lon in the Centra] Highlands, in the 
run-np to the “Act ol brae □wice", Unrest prompted 
in k L ii.ii partly by demands for the withdrawal of 
3 ndcweski n troops, to nuke a H ue H !ree choice" pos-si* 
hie. Defecting Papuan police reinforce local people 
and all Indonesians llec the area. Wtxiden atakes ore 
driven into airstrips making (hem onu'iublc. 


FvticulnrLy Beret rig hong around Muancmanf* 
involving thousands of people* m Indonesians try to 
regain control—the area is ™e 'pap tied unlit MX h 
August. “Opwraliim Authority'" il introduced ED pie- 
pure’ West Pypu;s tor its "Free Choice™', 

2nd August I9ft9i 30*25 Papuans vote unanimously fur 
Indonesia in the impeccably democratic "Act of Free 
Choice"'. under very limited supervision by the l N. 
Indonesian Major S^wondu helpfully explains: "I 
am drawing the line lrankly and dearly,,, I will pro- 
i^ct and guarantee the safety of everyone who is for 
Indonesia. I will shorn deud anyone who in against 

os-- Lind all isis followers.'" 

1971 1 Pijfii from Balt, in leered with eysticeicosh 4 pig 
tapeworm!, are given by Suhnflo as a "peace offer¬ 
ing’.after the bmul suppress ion of the 1969 Bittrocuh 
uprising. Figs arc ntn absolutely fundamental part nf 
Melanesian life, am) cysttcereosis wai previously 
unknown in WeM Papua—many think ih;ai ibis was li 
deliberate act. Symptoms include psychosis and 
epLlcpsy—fhc majority of the Ekari tribe are Infected, 
and it Ikis since spread to the Dani. The Indonesians 
won't supply ihe one drug that cures it. recommend¬ 
ing only that ihe people ^chan^c their habits and way 
of life", 

1st July 1971: OPM proclaim a free and independent 
West Papua—the new constitution is distributed 
throughout ihc country. 

3975: Papuan oil workers rebel ui Ay LirtuiKi, Sarong, 
uitacking and healing Indonesian and western man¬ 
ager* after im order to replace native employees with 
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Indonesians, (Fcrtinmitu—ihc jitutc-run national oil 

company —has a policy nf not cm ploying 
Melanesians.} 

1977: Indonesians lu temps to eliminate OPM bases 
near the border with Papua New Guinea fPNGk with 
10*000 snoops and aerial bombardment, Up to 5000 
people killed in this offensive, 

April 1077? Many Mucks an government posls by the 
Duni nf the Batiern Vu|lcy. Central Highlands, killing 
bp lill July. Some involve ihouspndn ofpcnptc, armed 
primarily with bows t ofTQWV iuid spews. handing 
strips sjiboluged again, Indou^ianii respond with 
large-scale striii.li rig mad bombing* including she use of 
napalm. Kompas newspaper soys K 1he II id sc m River 
wus so (ill I of enrpflea I bib for n month and a half, 
many people could not bring them wives io eat iish " 
May I977i Nat km* I Indonesian clcdiim, Reluctance 
to participate- k ho widespread in Wcsl Pttpun ihm 
ihey had Io he postponed, and in sunu" ure-i! .ihun- 
doned idlogcthcr 

July 19771 Amuhgme people prolesE at 'the unilatenil 
expropriation |k\ Iheft] of )0 k D0Q hectares of Elieir 
bunting grounds for an expansion of Freeport’s 
Onubcfg mine Hie pipeline (ran .porting copper and 
gold I rom the mine k; ibe harbour at hmtka is blown 
up. along Wiill j bridge and oil Storage tanks. Freeport 
lose xml million dollar!! u day for some months. 
[Althh,,,! Kelaltaiory Strafing by US-supplied Bronco 
Counter-insurgency aircraft kills IjOOD (Broncos arc 
being used in l-~u*t Timor ui ihe same lime lor similar 
purposes.J Indonesians begin lo use chemical 
weapons around this time. 

May 197H[ OPM ambush helieopser and capture 7 
high-ranking Indonesian officers .uilI civilian l■ 11 1 >. i. 1 1 
aboard Inter released lur weapons and supplies, 
Bronco hi unking raids oh villages on both sides of the 
border with Papua New 1 Guinea cause m least 150(1 
nefugees to Elec into PNG. 

Ikiidwr J 97 H: Second OPM! kidnap—4001* more 
junior officers caught ibis time. The sinisicr, 
OrwelIian-JM¥Liruling "smiling policy" launched by she 
Indonesians (“temEoriEil smiling" w,m ;l3mi purincd in 
JLslsI Timor)—H's a “winning beans and minds'-style 
counter insurgency slmlegy io dciach people from 
OPM iidlucnee. 

1980 : r "Ope ml ton Clean Sweep" focuses on the border 
urea, killing over HM)n 121 June alone: Javanese are 
Inter settled here in several showpiece imnsmiguidon 
sLief W “cleared' laraJ. Clean Sweep slogan; "TeE the 
ruin run intu ibe jjbngte, so lhal ihr chickens can breed 
in the coop 

August ft women unfurl ihc West Papuan 

"Morning Star" Hag in (he forecourt of Bhe Governor s 
office. Jay upturn, Armtcd cm the spot, brutally Ircaled 


and raped. (There is u widely held belief that il the 
(Sag can be kept aloft continuously for 24 hour*, it 
wail unleash forces capable of driving dlii the foreign 
intruder.) 

f.aii 1 1981] A Her Dutch TV crew films hundreds of 
OPM supporters In the Wi.ssd Lakt& area shinning 
aril [-Indonesian slogans, heav y bombi ng and chemi¬ 
cal weapons kill lie tween 2.500 and 13,000 people. 
October 19411: OPM aSnaull on Ahepuru Prison on ihc 
oul^kiri'. of Jayapura, in an attempt 10 free political 
prisoner!. Attack on large trunsitiigration %\to ji 
G cnyem. and kidnapping of 58 hostage* from 
KoUekaug logging camp—they sire held unlil June 
19® 2. Many OPM suspects are murdered and I heir 
hejld> implied as a Warning. 

July 1982: 9 students replaec ibe Imloncsiun with the 
Papuan dag outside the provincial assembly huikting 
in Jiiynpura and pmclaiin a West Papuan Stale. Four 
receive 10 year sentences, three 7 yean, and ewo 4 
years. 

Early 19K3: Violence breaks out at Pertomlna and 
Conoco's luanwatun oil cxplnmtion she, south of 
Sorortg m the Birdfs i-tend peninsula, A local guide 15 
killed and U French JiilniLm seriously wounded after 
the companies ignore requests tor compensation for 
a he loss of many sago iVmd trees. More, unrest follows 
as Usical people hear about the stingy compensation 
that is finally offered. (Ah of 1988, even this hadiTl 
been puidj 

3Uth November 1983: Respected Papuan anEhmpo|i> 
gisti museum curator and folk singer Arnold Ap 
orrcsled fot Subversion . Held until 21st April ] L )®4, 
after which he was kilted— pmhahly by Imloncsian 
soldiers in on extremely fluipecl "escape nttempr, 
Hi* death scadi shockwaves throughout We*t Pvpui 
and beyorul. 

Mi Fcbrtiury I98*li 15(1 OPM *ympaihivcnMrVing in 
I Etc lEidoilesiLin anm ilesetl from the nolormns Star 
Gunting military base near Jayupura; they ransack ihe 
b 2 iMidion anm depot and llee to PNCi, 

13th February 19SM: Abortive attack on Jayaptin — 
planned for months, and intended to target the airport, 
harbour, electricity supplies, fuel dumps and army 
inHia 1 latums, and 10 reicps^all fX'ililicaE prisoDersi Bui 
Indouesiani intelligence gels wind o( Ihc plans, Some 
actions lake place, and a massive crackdown is 
LUlleusbed. with hnusL* Eo house scurcheh and mass 
arrests decimating OPM support in Jayjpurj, a fur- 
rttef stronghold. By June imire than I0 h 00() j«?of>le 
hud fled ados', the border inlo PNG, 

March ["IJM: OFM amhusii taght aircraft 21 I Yung bor¬ 
der pose. Its Swiss pilnE is later released after interna¬ 
tional pressures while 2 Indonesian puocofcrs arc 
killed on the spin. 
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November 19S4: Refugees feeing forced repatriation 
from PNG back lo Irian Jayu (and possible urr^i tx 
murderi sire subjected eo visits from an Indonesian 
'veriliention team’, including Irian's d^puty-gcrecr- 
not. At the targe BJaafewater refuge* camp the team is 
humiliated, end greeted wiib a hail ul missiles ihm 
forces them lo mn for their lives, |Hq tia! 1 
January Unrest is tirganised to coincide with 

preparations for i he April I9K7 [ndoncsian elections. 
9MOPM figfttm occupy i he impofiant Waris border 
poM near jayupufa for two weeks. The Morning Star 
llujjg is uiilLirled and bridges umJ n^inl% into ihe urea 
(k'Mmycd, preventing wipturv. Btilldown being 
lined lo build. dw Tram-Irian Highway tins blown up. 
limiting mark. The Morning Star flag is raised twice In 
fayupunt. 

llih Mu nil 1986: Shell installation in Pocfcnn is 
attacked, 50 workers and iti policemen captured. 
April HKft: Lndoncsinrt soldiers and J Penainmu 

oflkials killed at Sunni- Shell hd been currying oul 
seismic 'studies 1U thin region for several years, hul 
shese allucks forced ii iu LLbisndon all Mplofatory 
activities. There ure also raids on police phis in Afso 
and Ahepura .il the same time. 

August I9B6: Indonesians launch "Operation 
Skewered Meat* deploying 4000 soldiers to wipe out 
ihe UPM Tlie bombing of Highland villages semis 
another 4000 rtfuj-^s into PNG. 

March 1987: Tbriitoiial friction K-EWtien Papuans and 
E^msmi grunts. boiLs over into an attack on a transmi¬ 
gration die by 200 Papuans armed wUh itiacfieie*. 
killing (2 end wounding S7 s 
Mafch-Jtine In!ense fighting between the army 
and OPM west of Jayupurti and in the High lands 
Leu Vis 150 dead from both dde*. 

Nth December 1988s Dr. Thonuis Wainggai. along 
wilh u crowd of 100, lowers the Indnnedan flag iflt) 
raises l be Morning Star in Jnyupum. 37 are omMdd 
and 2(KK? iry to attend the May Iriil, which is 
moved tn miMhiry premies: WuJngpi ps senleuecd ns 
20 year*.. 

Juxiiiiiry 8th 1 Wfts OPM takes 26 hostages—connect¬ 
ed with WWF surveys for flic proposed Lorcntz 
Nutiomil Park—frnm u village near ihc Freepnri 
mine, 15 of them arc released by March. The army 
catches up with [hem ou May iSih -ui Least K OPM 
fighters die. and 2 of the hostages are mysteriously 
killed. Many army abuses, doting the search f« the 
hohUi^cs, and serious reprisals afterwards. 

March lOlli- 13th 1W6: Thousands of people < includ¬ 
ing Papuan Pm port employees i riot in Free port "h 
T embagtptmi [own, after a Dttiti iriheman is ren down 
by a Fiwporl vehicle and his body dumped in a 
ravine. Many company facilities arc destroyed ur 


damaged. u1i»Ek|' with the gciverhment relation ^ office, 
the chopping mull and other budding*—the airpofi is 
also attacked. GIN H) march south to 1'imiksL and two 
other company lawns (oat newly built) on the 3rd 
du>v wreaking more havoc. The mine is elated i«r iwn 
riiyv, and one irihat leader describes the riot* as ,J a 
war on Freeport and the government'. (Sounds good 
to me! I 

March Ifllli 1996: RiutS in Abepura, following Dr. 
Waingg.Li’ii death in prison, Government buildings arc 
utlacked, vehicleshurn-ed jnd Alwpunimuikec^where 
trim k iiligraNiOfi wilt produce is sold) liunil down. 4 
detd. many injured, many anvils. 

Early July IS^] IIioumuiJs m proieslons hum down 
government buildingii in Nnhire: ihe district head s 
office, i be court ihe inmsmigration and education 
office and the bank. Atlempk to destroy .l i a L -Ti;imimi 
oil deptii are foiled hy tfOOpf. 60 prisoner! are freed 
from ibe lueul prison. Apparently the riot! ire trig¬ 
gered by u decision Eo recniil for UkuI aditiinislnitliiil 
|nbH fmsin all over WesE Papua mid from Indonesia, 
August I4lh iWfti QFM kidnaps 14 employees ol ihe 
DjiLLjurcti lagging company near Lunika. 2 are found 
dead in Sept ember i he rest escaped ur had hetrn 
released. The army orders all companies operating in 
(he Tirnika area to accept ibeir proCtcticHi ur shirr 
down. 

July IWK; After Suharto is tregicaUy deposed, ihou- 
sands of Mudenrs in Bicik. Sarong, Jiyapunt and 
Manokwan demonsiraie for an end re Indonesian nil^ 
and r;dse the Morning Slur flag. They are lired on 
w a iih rubber and hve bulki-s und doiers ure deE^incd 
On ibe Island of Hiuk an unknown number are mu>- 
n acred alter a five day long flag-niisiug rebellion— 
EiuEmed down white still asleep in a pre-dawn raid, 
(Jihcrs 4 ire rounded up in house to lfru*4 searches, 
wiilt sisnle t Inc lud i nj. 1 : ehlSdmn) iiikcrt out so sea and 
dumped overboard while still alive. 

August IWJt: l“nprecedcnted. pll-uor 4 day strike of 
Simts workers at the Gm^berg mine, over broken 
promises on wage increase'*, ProductiCTi ns sEoppL-d. 

(Sminrvsr W^.tf Papua Tht' ONiitritthm of a Ftqpll, 
CuitiW L Bud i and in und Lieill Seki l.itsng. TAPOL 
19BSl Ift-Jf Pufmti— Plunder ht Piinrclnt** Anti- 
Slavcry Society Indigenous Peoples and 
Development Series Kupon ft, \ 990:\f\dihwi(mLtlvri 
thr rcuripa^tr Frr^port WcWpftw Supplement DO the 
EF1 Joumiil. undated IIW6 J); Down To liiuih No. 
2W3ti i August I9%) P No. 31 (Novcmbtr F»6b No. 
3S iAngUNl 1996k No, 3^ (November IWB). Many 
thanks to Down to Burth for all ibeir hi’Ip. and arK>lo- 
gies for the N year gap in this limelme between l l ^H 
nnd 19WJ 
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Barbed Wire and Barricades 

When it All Kicked off in Kiwi 
L J 



'The dead are marching again, they have new bones to contend, we must be their spirit, give 
them voice, put prints on these streets no street will ever forget. The rot in the human heart, 
we're up against it again. Out friends, out to these damned streets again!" 


Sometimes on demonstrations mid actions we have 
la think quickly uci on initiative and respond swiil- 
Jy to what the police ui security do. learning about 
how them tilings have worked in I he past can help m 
In make die right decisiM when it mailers, Protesters 
against the I MSI Springbok tour of New Zealand 
learnt ijuickly. They were attempting to Hlfip u lour of 
the country by the upmtlickTera South African rugby 
leant. The NZ government Initially budgeted £2,7 m 
for the unimagoruilively-named "Operation Rugby’, 
the .inti «f which was so push the tour through 
despite massive public opposition. 

The protester* rapidly developed and uver the 
course ol a few weeks, whol had been a largely 
pacifist show of passive resistance turned into a co¬ 
ordinated and well trained! army ; “The Sunday 
afternoon scrollers became tightly-linked pEaiixms. 
Their clothing changed. Photos of the Gisborne 
pretest dunng tlie "days of innocence J show hall' 
c lavas instead of helmets. Padding and plastic 
arninur were unkit^wri them they now became the 
order of tlie day, together with plywood shield*, 
grappling hooks and other paraphernalia of mediae 
val war." The pttiiesicfs linked anm in close-packed 


ten-by-teo blocks armed with motorcycle helmets, 
protective padding, home-made shields, smoke 
bombs find orange boating Hares. 

The Police 

The protesters were confronted with ihe largest show 
ol police psi wc] tlliey had ever experienced* This was 
die firsi lime Hot police, with their long batons, 
shields mid visort hud ever been seen in New 
Zealand. Central Its the COpv strategy was the new 
long side-handled baton, of which ihcy hud bought 
5,000. Army Veteran h fmrn Vietnam I ruined the cups 
in military camps in preparation for the tour. There 
vs .ls army mid Royal New Zealand Air F'tsree :mjpp*sii 
fur the police operation: Hercules tntnspuri pi Wes 
were used to move the police ahoui and the army 
engineering carps laid miles of barbed wire both 
inside and outside the rugby grounds. The cops used 
slieep trucks, freight containers and huge dumpster 
bins full of sand as barricades around the besieged 
rugby grounds. After protesters learned how lo get 
through barbed wirc P they started guarding the wire 
with eops armed with slashers, ""which were said to 
deal with rapes and grappling hooks"". 
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Protest Tactics 

Confronted wiih this di>,ptsj.y of force the printer* 
had lit develop quickly; ''Steel helmets nntt toe 
masks were fitted, moulded plastic ^rid pudding of 
every was loped to limbs and torsos.,, lor days 
before, volunteers had manned production lines 


Each group knew where :j|I the other groups were, 
what they were doing and when thanks to (. li radki 
in curs, all Linked to a central HQ manned by thr 
chief marshal, Each member of every squad Wh 
issued with an instruction Lea del imd map sell mg out 

the squad's mu in plan. 




bill back plan, retreat 
position and Locution of 
safe houses. When die 
lime eaitic for action Mu 
of paper were passed 
down ihc rnbh saying 
there whs going to he 
direct action, those who 
didn't wint lo he 
involved should move te 
i he rear and when the 
three whistles found you 


which turned out hundreds oF plywood shields and 
thousands of chest protectors made Inuii cardboard 
tubing."’ 

As well tfc thin stmgbl-fbrwarcJ physical protec¬ 
tion:. disciplined organisuLion and [ruining also paid 
off. The big demos drew tt.fHXMOAXHS people who 
were organised in squads, or battal¬ 
ions with names like Turn* Paw and 
liiko—each had differenl tasks like 
blocking motorway approaches or 
the sireeis around ihc rugby pound- 
One woman said: “We stopped :ii 
□ne point and practised ruovcrrvmli. 

We learnt to relreal hack wards with' 
oui crushing the people behind us r 
Wit Icarm to slop quickly sp the peo¬ 
ple lending would not be forced into 
ii batofi line by Ehc momentum of 
those behind. We learnt tn divide 
down the middle and Jog in tines 
with our ums linked." 


should nifL "They were like parade ground ttonp* 1 


said one police scrgcanl. 

The rtlonitodpg and jamming of police mdjo 
became routine and iho proiesccrs 41 Iso used spoticrs 
up trees w|Lh radio comma to look out for the police. 
There were volimtHf medical [earns attached to each 




squsid- During lhe hnal confrontation of the lour pro¬ 
testers used marine distress flares, smoko bofnbt and 
paint bombs. They alno came up with the innovative 
tactic of throwing a fishing net over the rim pnliee co 
give them time to cut through a chain between the 
jumbo bin barricades with bolt cutlers. 

Over ihc course of a few weeks a passive and 3air¬ 
ly symbolic resistance to the tour was transformed 
into a much mure prepared and organised P although 
still non-violent, resistance. One of the main organ¬ 
isers siaied "This proved to be a politicising expe- 
nenee to many moderate* who now found cliem- 
selves close co a police Line for the lirst Am in (heir 
lives;' 
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Conclusion 

Yl>u might Well minder what is the polnl of recount- 
mg u 11 the ins and ouis of a battle that iuuk pt:acc nn 
the oiher side of Lhe world nearly 20 years ug«u. This 
may all stem tike ancient history bul ii h a litilc- 
known und unexpected bit of our heritage that 
demonstrates some import am points. Mosi inipor- 
Eanlty, n shows a tninsfomiuEion inking place over 
the course of a few weeks us people learnt from 
experience, Something we have seen m this country 
hut on a much more drawn-out lime stale. 

Atsn. despite nil this organisation and militancy the 
protesters almost entirely maintained a nonviolent 
position. resulting in some horrific injuries—people 
quite w illingly lx*mg beaten m shit in order to gain 
the h mQfful high ground\ People were hummed 
unconscious by the police und some needed surgery 
afterwards. Many were hospileliscd ami put into 
intensive cart—a bit of violence would have saved 


an awful Ioe of heads. The "leaders constantly 
appealed against |violence] and nitirshals removed 
anyone who had Liny thing remotely like a missile or 
a weapon ’. One of the se leaders slated; "There were 
enough of us on Saturday m loudly overrun the 
police-—baunis and alt—if we'd believed in vio¬ 
lence. We didn't." 

Well exactly.. P 

However, despile this it is clear thal there are per¬ 
haps other lessons that we can leant t’mm ihis and 
similar crudes elsewhere. Straightforward practical 
measures (hai could he adopted. Shields and helmets* 
colour*codcd tumid loruT. medics being attached to 
each squad, learning how to acl and move as u group, 
throwing big fishing nets ewer the cops.** (!7!) 

Source: Turn Nowulum—ify Unions ami Harked 
WlfierARrspim.n'f&itw t9Si Sjmnytoik 'fhitrn/Nrw 
A-ttiatuf t Auck I ;j i ilI , XZ, Re;il I f i t; I \\ re,s. IWSIl 
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Easton Cowboys Go West 



"However else they may differ, a football team and a group of armed rebels have one thing in 
common, from the present point of view: that the real objectification of the action of each mem- 
ber Lies in the movement of common objjectifi cation," - Jean-Paul Sartre. 


A( high noon in the mountains of Southeast Mexico 
the whittle blew for the Mart of the mulch. Wearing 
tlvcir siow famous red bandimw. the local Zapatista 
team from the Autonomous Municipality of Fmncls 
Gomez walked onto Use pitch, complete with wtc 
Mumps and small hills. They w*w nil set for a show¬ 
down with the visiting team from Brittol, die Button 
Cowboy*. As the hull flew into the air a stray dog 
and a couple of horses which hud wandered into the 
goal siren lied in fear. 

As ihe Zapatistas rosso up in 1 C J94- on the other side 
erf the world the Easton Cowboys > a Bristol hast'd 
zipruAieur football team, were organising Ihtir first 
intemfltion il tournament. Breaking down social and 
economic borriw and creating new friendship*. die 
Cowboys went on to demise 1111 autonomous world 
cup last year. Teams from the township of Soweto, 
Norway, Poland, Germany, f ranco, Belgium and 
Ireland enme together in a Held in Dornel to play 
is ml hall. By this point k news of ihc Cowboys’ 
exploits urn! 1 heir belief in "freedom through toot- 


bsilT hud spread to the 
mountains, of Southeast 
Mexico, end they were 
officially invited to play a 
scries of lauTnameoh in 
Zapata Mti com 1 n tin I tic s, 
The Cowboy* uni red the 
conflict zone for ten days 
and played four louiiia* 
meats in nil. two in the 
AguMcalieDte (centre of 
resistance) of Francis 
Gome/ and Mofelia and 
1 wo jn the smaller commu¬ 
nities of Diez de April and 
Moi$c4 Gandhi, 

Overcoming I he hot, utli- 
fcude. constant army sur¬ 
veillance and ban on alco¬ 
hol the Cowboys played 
22 games and ware 
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impressed., if ndl sometimes outplayed by die Mun- 


dard of football in the communities Roger Wlkm* 
Cowboy centre half fl&icfc ,J Wc had a great time and 
the football was excellent. "Iliese people have shown 
us whaE i.i possible when you gel together wdb a 
vision for a belter future/' 

Throughout the tnurfiunienEs the Cowboys lived 
and aie with their opponents* exchanged swries and 
on mure than one occasion dimmed well imothe night 
with their hosts. The arrival of nn entire football team 
and assorted subs and friends, in the uuiOftOniOUA 
zones was met with a great deal of exilement and 
tome bemusement by the Zapatista communities. 
Some local teams had truveiled for hours by foot 
rhrsmgh the jungle to reach the football parches. A 
radio menage from one Aguasttllcntt to another 
reported that the English team "were the whitest 
white people they hud ever wen 11 
The warmth of the experience was felt by every¬ 
one. Alfredo Jimenez, u leant captain from Morelia 


said; n Wc arc very emotional! and e ached, This is the 
first time anyone from far away hsus come to plus us 
and we hope this isn't the laM time football chains 
from other countries come here/" 

The Zapatistas have always believed their struggle 
is- pitrl of an mieniiitional resistance movement, 
Alfredo Jimenez added; “Vft rose up so ihai jteople 
everywhere would be united against oppression. Not 
just in Chi upas, noi juM in Mexico hut nil over the 
world. Our hopes for the future are that ihe excluded 
everywhere will get organised.” 

As the Cowboys collected their thoughts and 
belonging'i for the long journey home, tunic were 
already making mental pUn for a return. All were 
l eel Lug that this was just the beginning of the 
Cowboys' relationship with the Zapatista communi¬ 
ties. "Jock of she Jungle". Cowboy centre forward 
commented while untying his mosquito fiet. fci rieveir 
bus ihe old saying thin football breaks down barriers 
been so true." 



In one of the mcrat bizarre fbdball matches ever played, u team from the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army Wok on a team of Veteran professionals in order to win popular suppon, for rlieii cause. The Seam 
fmm the EZLN—currently engaged In :i war with the Mexican government—wore ski masks to protect 
their identities arid avoid possible rcpr^sils, Some of the rebels turned out in army bools. The match played 
tu Mexico City's Jesus Marline/ PaliOo Stadium was pan of a recnhimcnt drive by the Zapatistas. 
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Green Belt Uprising 


Kenyan Kaos in Karura 



Kenya's Green Bell Movement wu founded in 1977 
by Nairobi University professor Wangori Majjihnt ti 
ha* campaigned to restore Kenya's rapidly diminish- 
mg forces through the empowerment of rural 
women. As the forests retreat, women am forced to 
travel ever greater distances l« find ■J’bc increasingly 
scares water ami fi tu wood* Green Bell melded thes*: 
twin problems by helping the women to plain me* 
for fi rewind, and paying them for each one lhat sur¬ 
vived-—giving them an independent income into the 
bargain* when men bail previously had exclusive eon- 
Erol over family money. This has been an enormous 
success with up to 20 mil lion trees planted to date. 

Maathai has also been a steemg critic ol the Kenyan 
dictator Daniel amp Mol and. his corrupt development 
practices, offering police beating* and imprisonmcni 
ns a result of her iteruL She lias been instrumental ■ 11 
die protection of sonic of Nairobi's last remaining 
open spaces—notably Jevanjce Gardens. Uhuru Parle 
and now the Karura. Forest. Practitioner* of ecologi¬ 
cal restoration and nnaervuiltxi in die West have a lot 
u> I cord from Green Bells overtly political approach 
to environmental dc^ruetloo, 

Oct 7th 199K; The Green Bell Movement organ¬ 
ised an invasion of the she of a Luxury housing devel¬ 


opment in (he 
14000 acre Kanin 
Fere st on the uuc- 
skins of Nairobi (see 
pictures below). The 
kind transferred 
10 private develop¬ 
ers by President ump 
Moi jn a corrupt 
move lo raise fund* 
for the Presidential 
elections. Sonic of 
the site's 5t> untied 
guards threw- down 
their weapons and 
fled—the res! held 
the manager hostage 
few iin hour while 500 people burnt the site offices, 
scvcnil earth-moving machines, u truck, concrete 
miner and construction materials, causing SI million 
in damage. They also obliterated drainage channels, 
began to return the land lo its origin*! contours and 
planted over 2000 trees on site. A Jurihcr SIM50 have 
been planted since and are being tended by Green 
Belt. One participant said that “This is she power ls| 
the people. They have decided and the:re is no tom- 
ing back *. the lime for si knee and inaction is over" 
According to another, "Kcnysrts; are fed up ... and are 
prepared to do anything to reclaim their land.” (from 
EF* Journal* December/J smutty IW9*) 

February 1999: Nairobi University studcnls and 
others fought three day* of pitched battles with riot 
police over the development of ihe KiifUm Forest and 
government corruption. They barricaded oik ol 
Nairobi's main highways, aisuekud pulica with 
shorn* of “va hii ghairia* ("kill the garbage"'), stoned 
drt and sc! some on fire. Three MPs were arrested 
and charged with inciting violence, while Wangari 
Manthai (having been beaten in January when rite 
tried to plant sapling* in the Forest) barricaded her¬ 
self in Iter own home to avoid being arrested as well. 
(Th? Independent rui Sunday. 7/2/99.) 
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India, with her 6000 km coastline and innumerable rivers, lagoons., takes,, reservoirs and ponds, 
has one of the world's largest populations of fisher people: over 12 million, with two thirds 
depending on marine fishing and the remaining third depending on fishing in a variety of inland 
water bodies. It was my priviLedge, in 1972, to be appointed parish priest in a small coastal vil¬ 
lage called Poothura, where ail the parishioners were traditional fisher people. My association 
wiih the fishing communities started there, i was there with two other priests for 7 years, dur¬ 
ing which Ume we got involved in co op based fishing. 


Taking the Pisces 

Struggles of the Fishworkers of India 


The fishing cormminhit> un: generally very poor, 
with low social Plains and very link- dime. Despite 
htiviftg heid ptuier Importune* in ancient omes. 
iKher folks were relegated £o Ehe status of lower 
emits during the medium al period, Si ill* the cdiimu- 
nity always enjoyed a certain autonomy arid dignity,, 
higher people, though highly skilled in liieir pmfc.s- 
sium had mi acccu io forma] education and they 
hardly entered inlo other areas ol social life,. He 
education spf fliher people ami ilic consequent job- 
seeking in other departments of life is only 43 reecni 
otcudfiice. 

From PchhIiu™ i begun to get m touch with fishing 
communities nil Libng the Indian coast*, One of the 
things that has amazed me is the fact thai over the 
eentuticii ihe fndiiloiul fishworkers havc amassed a 
vast I ultd of knowledge altoui resources in their 
immediate vicinity, and have developed a variety of 
technologies tailored to the specific ecological nich- 

along the cwst. This nccofints for the lack ntu sin¬ 


gle maritime fishing tradition in Indict and hence for 
the immense diversity of art Ku nut fishing techniques 
m the country* the hall murk of which lius been their 
ecological sophistical ion. rather ihun tcchno-ccu- 
nornic efficiency. 

“I~he women piny an active role in ihe fishing com¬ 
munity* :u ihcy do in all subsistence economies* 
Therefore* wherever I have sel up fi* h workers 1 
organ Kui ions. L have always insisted on the partici¬ 
pation of women. In the Nnlipfud Fish workers' 
E-'orum tNFFj itself, women piny an important role, 
both Lit the grassroots level and at she organisational 
leveL Tliei'e is no e vide m e to show that women pur- 
licipeted at any time in actual marine fishing opera- 
lions, although women are involved bn fish harvest¬ 
ing in the rnlaod waters md exhibit exemplary ski IK 
when engaged in shrimp picking. They also gather 
shellfish from rocky sea hanks, and have always 
been involved in fish processing, distribution arid 
marketing. But recently we came across a woman* 
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Meenakshi Manna- in West Bengal, who gties to ihc 
sea for fishing- Because of her uniqueness, she is 
honoured in the NFF as a special member of the 
csceulsve body. 

The process of Modernisation 

From the time of Independence in W7 t India has 
Lilicmptcd tb modernise it* economy rapidly, ins-pi fed 
hy die technological powers of the West Ignoring 
the skids iad polcmialiticti of ihe large number of 
traditional fishurpeople, the government promoted 
WeMern icchnologiM like bottom Irawlm^ and purse 
seining for die large scale hufveslnng, of lish s 
{Trawling, for Instance, destroy* «ei bed hub&inbk 
and the trawl owners oflcn lake only the valuable 
lisih, throwing the rest back into ihc sea as dead by- 
caicti\) These new mcchmii^ed boats often operated 
close to ihe shore* in competition with the tradition^ 
al lids workers for both space and resource*. In many 
parts of India this led to a drastic full in catches for 
the traditional lishworkers and in some puns even lo 
depletion of certain fish resource*. The plight of fish 
workers as a result of four decade* of development i* 
probably worse now than it was before- Only the 
problem is not dial much a result of government 
intervention in fishery tt&etf, but more die result of 
government projects meant for other sectors. 
Deforc seal ion due to industrialisation and ocher 
encroachment the constructi™ of huge dams dike 
Bargi, SifdAT -Sarovcr and so on), pollution of water, 
saltation and land reel umai ion. all these have drasti¬ 
cally reduced lish availability and harmed die livelii- 
IhhhI hI iriL111■ j lisjici|vi'pk- Shiiil 1 uvuil UemU m 
the fisheries development of the country include the 
great push being given to aquaculture and deep sea 
lisiring through Joint ventures w ith foreign uompa- 
lues. 

Organisation of Rshworkers 

Tills threat to our very IjvelihotsJ has forced ihc 
ftaherpeople to forge new linkages and organise our¬ 
selves to face the threats. The growth oi All Goa 
Fishworkers Union, the Kerala Independent 
Fish worker* Federation. ihe Tamil Nadu 


Through a long chain of hunger sinker sit-in rallies, 
picketing National Highway*, railway liras, airports, 
government offices, blocking harbours etc,, thi. h 
ffcherpcople were able to obtain murine fishing regu¬ 
lations in moot of the coasted states in India— 
although nol without personal eosl. For example, in 
iy&5 ihc fisherpeople were picketing the railway line 
ni Kjdakavoor. in support of ihe last that was taking 
place irt front of the govern .merit strcrclurial to 
demand a irnw] ban during the monsoon season. 
Inste:id of arresting u.*« die police lathi [long Indian 
riot batons Ichurged and removed us by force, baling 
Us up and then pulling us into jail—arid there have 
been malty instances like tins. However, through 
these ongoing struggles, ihc filhcrpcoplc forced Lhe 
government to bring about zonal regulations for the 
inechnniscdboais, a night trawling ban. a |jur?c seine 
ban etc., but ihcse are not si riel ly implemented so die 
struggle continues. 

Our women have pkiyed an in^pofftuit role in all the 
fish worker struggles. In addition to marching shoul¬ 
der 10 shoulder with our men on the issues of irawh 
ing. fish depLetitm, displace men! from local market* 
etc. thev have also conducted a number of separate 
struggles lo safeguard fhcir own livelihood The 
struggles of the lishenvomer an Kanyukuitiuri und 
West Bengal against ttusfr diffpl^eemcnt from net- 
making as a result of imported Japanese net’making 
machines deserves special mention. Also, agitations 
by lisherwoman forced the Kerala government lo run 
special buses lo rish vendors, while the Tamil Nadu 
governmenl allowed the use of public transport for 
carrying fish. Now ihc fishcrwcimcti have separate 
carriages in passenger trains from 
ThtruvancmlhiipUfam to Kollimn. Thus the struggle* 
of ihc fishdspMple liiivc been widespread and exten¬ 
sive, involving both men mid women. 

Fisheries being a subject handled by ihc Mate gov¬ 
ernment. most lish worker? organisations are al toed 
or at state level, hui tliene is a need forge a nation¬ 
al alliance since many problems have conation ori¬ 
gins. The National Fish workei? Forum, which had its 
beginning in 1979. today represents ihc interests ol 


Ftehworker? Union etc is the result of such trends, many of these local movements. It is a federation of 
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Stale level registered inide lUllon^ in India. 
Fish workers. bolh men and women, working in 
mechanised crafts and npf^mechmiised crafts* fish 
vendors. those who an? working m pmet^in^ plants 
and chose who are wvriqqg in manner and inland see- 
Cora an: entitled lo became members of ihe Forum, 

The Kanyakumari March 1989 

In 1989 this Forum organised "The Kanyakumari 
March” through (In- e nitre coax I-me of India tin die 
theme "Protect Waters. Protect Lite", with a view to 
creating greater awareness of ihe environmental 
problems ; i ^ well .I', forging gre.ikr milts among I he 
lish workers. 

The march sinned simullnncoudy from West 
Bengal on thecaM eo^i and from Gujarat in itnf west 
and proceeded towards Kniiyakumai i. die southern* 
most pan of the Indian penliuuLn During flic nunh, 
people were made aware of the evil effects of dclor- 
cslulion, the dcHlruaion nf i using ruve.H, coastal lildu*- 
inili pollution* Lind destructive fishing gears [equip¬ 
ment] iti at were being introduced because of I be 
process of thoughtless mnderni_salinti_ Street plays, 
movies* debates, seminars, exhibitions and public 
meetings were orgurfisted during the march, high¬ 
lighting local problems and drawing from local ijJ- 
enivand leadership, This march was really an enrich¬ 
ing experience for me. 1 was ihe chairperson uj the 
NKF then Lind I had to do u lot of shun ling between 
the eait and ihe west coasts. 

CJji May t* J l JK9 fc the marchers from Nuh silks con¬ 
verged in Kanyakumiffi. ITtarge gathering ol 
25,tiOG lis-hcrlVilk from all the OOOSUd h races wjls 
walking toward* ihc venue oi the public meeting, 
shorning u gainst destructive gears and pollution 
i including I be threat ol the proposed nuclear power 
plan! at KolhJju kulurn in collaboration with Russia). 
The police ivuersoded with the ratty, creating a com* 
moiion and ihc lishcrjicople ran for their life in dif¬ 
ferent directions, ihcn the police npcTusl lire—injur¬ 
ing 20 people. The police have since tiled a case 
against us Hike you do when yuu"ve just .shot some* 
oriel [ which ls still pending in court—bin the atomic 
planl so far lias not been built. 

National Alliance of Peoples' 
Movements 

While uniting all local movements ol Ihc llshtrpco- 
ple is essential, it is equally essential to v» pur prob¬ 
lems m ihc much Urgor context of struggles by other 
dispossessed groups. Therefore today there is st new 
alliance, (he National Alliance l*I Peoples' 


Movements (NAPM), which is comprised of 157 
movement of the di ^possessed an the country. This 
new alliance includes fishcrpcople, I hose displaced 
hy huge d^iis, those toiling for a mere pittance in the 
informal sector, (such as small farmers. agrteLi][ur.il 
labourers, construction workers. Dalits and TVibals) 
arid. in general r all (hose who urc hearing the brunt of 
che ill effiete of Giobalisation/Libemlisalion. This 
larger link-hap of all ihe iliispomsed is essential lo 
counteract ihe pnsccss hy which the powerful groups 
in society diiecl develop men i for I heir own benefit, 
and destroy both ihe environment and the livelihood 
ol large sections of ihc population. Presently 1 run the 
National Co-ordiiuiiot ul elm NAPM. 

On 27th and 28th April hm. over KMX) people were 
gathered In New 4 Delhi, representing I5£> Peoples' 
Movements from all over ihc country. These were 
peoples who were displaced because of the so-called 
developmental activities of multinational corpora* 
dons and trade, due to Globalisation und the Work! 
I raik" Organisation- At that gathering they gave the 
following People s Verdict: L The National Alliance 
of Peoples' Movements of India, together with pco 
pie across the world faeing displacement, descruc- 
tion* disparity and discrimination. reject the World 
Trade Organisaiion. We oppose all global treaties of 
exploitation such as GATT and the Multinational 
Agreement on Investment. We pledge lo continue 
our struggle iill wt achieve control over our own 
resources: Water, Land and Forest* by ousting global 
und national corporate powers/" 

Joint-Ventures in Deep Sea 
Fishing-1991 

GlobalisfltJoii/Libcmlisaiioit opened up Indian sous 
to the factory Jithing ‘’hips under the guise of Joint 
Venture and Leave. In this scheme, a foreign compa¬ 
ny has a 49% share and an Indian company a 51% 
share. The foreign company then brings huge facto¬ 
ry fishing ships and 99.99 % Lit the investment—thiis 
while in theory it is a joint venture, in practice it is a 
foreign venture. 25.1)00 such massive vessels world- 
wide have depleted nil (he oceans except the Indian 
Ocean. Already operating in ihe Indian waters are 
about 35,S HXl small mechaihscd boats and about 
200,000 artisanal |traditional, nun mechanised] 
crafts with a wide range of diversified gears suited to 
the tropical waters, catching varied species in small 
quantities. The annual Maximum Sustainable Yield 
i| about 3.7 mi 11 tun tonne* of fish, 2.7 mil lion tonnes 
of which is already caught So the planners say tliai 
there a s sti li I m 1 1 lion tonne s to he can ght - hence l he 
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new fishing polity of 1WL Unfortunately the gov¬ 
ernment forgot the foci tfi4it the catch per vessel hw 
gone down in all lectors* ever He fere L99S, aa a 
result of exiting over-etpeeity. dcsimctlve gears and 
pollution. Fun tier. ihe study of M GudiccJli, the UN 
FfiHsd ;mJ Agriculture consultant* cato 

gorically said diat there was only 164,00(1 tonnes of 
flsh available in the deep sea that is commercially 
available, and this can He caught by the existing 
R«lS if they are diversified* 

The new policy allowed foreign lining vessel* into 
Indian widen bfytvfKl 12 nautical miles (IB kifls) nl 
ihc coast Apart from allowing the duty-free import 
id vessels, the government also decided to permit cla¬ 
use of diesel at international prices -meaning that 
the joint ventures arc actually paying much less for 
fuel than the ordinary Indian fisherpcople. Also the 
vessels are permitted to transfer the catch on the high 
sea_s, thereby avoiding the legal requirement Sis repw^rt 
their catch at the harbour—leaving the door wide 
open to over fishing mid violation of zonal regula¬ 
tions e 

What went wrong in the planning? 

The plannees failed to take into account the tradi¬ 
tional skills of the fishtr people when they Intro¬ 
duced mechanisation in fisheries. They wanted short* 
term gains rather than sustained growth. The plan¬ 
ners followed a kind of development which has been 
export oriented, which led to the development nf A 
few at the expense of die majority and a kick ol fish 
for the internal market. Since the sea i% a common 
property, it became anybody's property. The people 
with the sole motive of profit invested capital and 
used destructive and aver-fishing ^irs. Production 
went up along w ith the increase of production costs. 
The sea became u place of bitter com petition 
between the powerful on the one side, and die people 
who are fishing for their livelihood on the other. 

The struggle against 
foreign fishing vessels 

The National Fish workers Forum fMFFl brought 
together all sections of fisheries in India under the 
banner of the National Fisheries Action Committee 
Against Joint Ventures (NFACAJV) ami began to 
protest. It organised the lirsl All India Fisheries 
Strike on 4th February 1994. prompting the govern¬ 
ment to suspend the issuing of licences and 10 
Appoint the Sudarsun Committee to study the prob¬ 
lem, (Although Smtamn wait one of the people 
responsible for introducing the joint venture scheme 


in die first place!) The committee submitted a report 
upholding the 1491 Fisheries policy. So the NFACA- 
JV organised another All India Fisheries Strike cm 
23-24 November 1994. This led to the appointment 
of another committee called the Mu ran 
Committee- but this was composed of govern mem 
officials oply. 

The NFACAJV organised yet 
another agitation- As the mUionah 
Convenor of the NFACAJV fc I 
went on an indefinite hunger strike 
in Pnrhnmlar in May 1995* The 
Munari High Pdwor lie. top officials! 
committee was subsequently expanded by 
including 16 Parliament Members and 6 represen¬ 
tatives from the Fisheries sector, 

The Murnri Committee wels composed of 41 
members, a diverse assembly of bureiuctiilk 
experts, politicians* activist? and rep re 
KtiLativn from fishing common l- 
lies—I also was a member. It was 
divided intLi 5 groups and went 
around all the coasuil slates and 
look evidences from all sections 
nf the Fisheries Sector. All the 5 
groups unanimously recoin - 
mended the cancellation of all 
licenses to foreign vessels and a 
review of the deep sea fishing poJ- 
icy—the whole Committee 
then gave 6 months time 
for the government to 
take it decision on its 
21 recommenda¬ 
tion*. However, 
since the 
pnuzess was 
delayed, the 
N FAC A J V 
organised the 
3rd All India 
Fisheries 
Strike on llilh 
January 1996. 

October 1993 The 
NFF and the Small 
Mechanised Boat Operators 
of India submitted it* memoran¬ 
dum to the Prime Minister of India. This 
requested that all new licenses issued Eo joint 
ventures he revoked, and a deep sea Ashing reg¬ 
ulation act be enacted to encourage harvesting 


254 


Do ar Ole Wees from the ecological resistance No. S 






















ni resources m the d«p sc m on a suslAiliable s„ 
February 1994 The NTT, 3 I other organisations mid 
the trade unions of nine maritime slates called tor a 


one-day All India Fisheries Biindh |a form of protest 
when there will he coial sirikefi dermodifig the scrap¬ 
ping of the joim venture policy, 'Die small mecha¬ 
nised sector and ihe artisanal sector did ncu go to sea 
on 4 February. The main fisheries hiii+Mnars, and fish 




markets were also affected, 

July 1994 Non-mechanised, meelun- 
ntsed and ol her fishing interests 
drowned iheir differences,, com mg 
together un i he National Fisheries 
Action Committee Against Jem! 
Ventures (NFACAJVh lo con Ion tit u 
huger, common foe In July* the 
committee csUod for a Black Day 
I during which every one wears a 
black budge as a sign), and fish work¬ 
ers iu several coastal areas hoisid 
black flags on their boats, and staged 
marches and demonstrations, 

November 1994 On November 2} and 



24, 1994* the fish workers struck work, 
and fishing in [Jh; maritime suites came to a vir¬ 
tual standstill. ll is estimated that about one 
million persons stood off From work at sea. 
and in ihe processing plants anti markets. 
as a mark of protest* 

May 199$ Ftnhworker*' leader and 
Convenor of NFACAJ V* Thomas 
Kueherry. Punched an eight-day 
fust in Inn it id'the birth place 
of Mali;iLana Gandhi in 
the coastal state of 
Gujarat, while 
across India there 
were sever;] I 

supportive 
actions, 

N o v e iti her 
IW Alt the major 
' - central trade unions in the country 
Organised a national convention of 
| fish workers against anti-National 
V? Foreign Fishing in Cochin (Kerala). 


anti called for an All India Fisheries 


strike on January IK, 1996* The NFA- 
CAJV called far the bk*ckmg of the harbours cm the 
same day* and the response was tremendous* with 
many -of the major ports including Kamila, Mumbai 


and Kcvht obhEruetcd with catamarans and boats. 


January 11196 The central trade unions and NFA¬ 
CT AJV jointly organised a successful All India 
Fisheries strike on January IS. 

August I99fi indefinite hunger strike by Thomas 
Kocherry in Mumbai, The Cent rid Minister for the 
food processing industry came to Mumbai for calks 
with ihe Fisheries Lenders to find a solution. 

September 19% The Central Cubing accepts the 
recommendations of the Murari High Power 
Committee. 

Fdbmury 199? The M i n is E ry for the Pood 
Processing Industry rescinded the Joint venture deep 
sea fishing policy, and lakes action to cancel the 
licenses—except i'ci-r those ol the 31 vessels already 
in operation. 

March 1997 The Government appoints die NFA- 
CAJV committee to monitor the iiuplemeiitatioii of 
the Murari Committee TCcommendatioEiN, 

Tnduy. tfcic implementation of the 2 \ Murari ree- 
cimmcndaOons is si ill a big question. The new gov¬ 
ernment of 1997 has not shown any interest in ihcm. 
and the NFACAJV Committee I hut was working 
closely wnh the government has been dismantled. 
There are still about 40 foreign vessels -operating in 
the Indian waters* We arc told that their I i censes are 
tile king—but no such Facility exists tor Indian 
fishermen; they have to renew their licenses every 
year ITw struggle continues. 

Coastal Industrial Aquaculture 

Simultaneously, we were struggling against coastal 
industrial aquaculture. When Shritnali Indira Gandhi 
was the Prime Minister, she wrote to all the chief 
ministers asking them to protect the coastal zone 
ranging irom 0-500 m area of the coast from sea. On 
the ISfth February 1991 the government issued the 
‘Coastal Regulation Zone Nkaitieation (GRZ) which 
recognised the traditional and customary right of tra¬ 
ditional fisher people over the eoa.ni for the first time. 
There were S3 prohibitions m this zone,, against 
industrial pollution, dredging, const ructions etc. 
Though, inti tally the government did not see the 
implications. Eater it wanted different amendments 
because of the pressure from the hotel and industrial 
lobbies. Rut the Its her people resisted this move and 
the Supreme Court insisted uptm strict firiplerncFita- 
tiou of the CRZ Notification without diluting it. But 
the government was still encouraging activities 
which went right against its own law. The Marine 
Products Export Development Authority iMPbDAl 
and the Ministry ol Commerce took the lead in pro¬ 
moting the shrimp industries, thereby violating all 
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the princedom to the comrtline enshrined in the CftZ. 
The economic polity of the government, which wai 
desperately looking for foreign exchange through 
any means- apart from opening our seah to the huge 
foreign fishing vessel^ also invited multinational 
corporations and other capitalists io establish indus¬ 
trial aquaculture all along the coastline, witil the sole 
purpose of exporting she produce. Now aquaculture 
has become u hig business not only in India but in 
Asia and many oilier developing countries. 

Development for whom? 

Aquacuitlurc ha* been bailed as holding 'much 
promise for meeting increasing food dcnumds 
[Now where have 1 heard that one before?!] and as 
providing “important economic and nutritional 
benefit* to many regions of ihe developing world". 
The question* ihui need to be asked lltc: 

- Far whose nutrition is the food produced? 

- Who l^enefils from the sale of the produee- 

* How does it satisfy the hunger of ihe starving mil- 
Hons of the producing nations? 

- How does it affect agriculture and marine 
fisheries? 

- Wtiac are the ecological hazards encountered? 

- Are human righis, particularly the rights ol the 
poor and the powerless (small former* and fisher 
people) upheld or violated? 

As we probe ituo these questions we find iliac indus¬ 
trial aquaculture leads fo ecological degradattons and 
human rights violations, white adding further to the 
wealth of ihe rich and welting the appetite of those 
who utt already wd.(-fed. Aquaculture is ihe Cause of 
salination of land and ground waicr, ami of pnlliitltiii 
from the high fertiliser feeds, with practically no 
possibility dif restoration. Agricultural tancLs beccme 


infertile due to the high dosage til chemicals 
involved., and the shrimp mdusUrics mow to new 
areas eis die previous sites are exhausted—a kind of 
ope and run approach. It depletes murine fisheries 
by Itr destruction of mangroves and marine foresis— 
each ton of industrial shrimp also requires len limes 
iis weight in marine lish, which is used as feed for 
the shrimp, ii displaces traditional, fisher people 
small firmer*- tind agricultural labourers, El cmales 
unemployment* Ii is a social u.nd culrund invasion 
into the Life of ihe coastal (people, whose prior rights 
in their own place lire completely ignored. 

The people who were at reeled by ihe shrimp cub 
lute came together and protested- The movement 
whs sirengihoned by many organisations coming 
together, A mitioiijil .idum com mince was formed 
which elected me us ih co>ontinulor We had lo wage 
ihe haitlc on many (roots—at the grassroots level, 
creating awareness among the people and getting 
them into the movement; at ihe level of scientific 
research, gelling scientific duia and ihe iMerprelatfon 
of it by experts and dill using (he finding sl and aft ihe 
legal level, filing a ea^c against the shrimp industries. 
This was u prolonged battle. 

Filially the Supreme Court in iis landmark judge¬ 
ment of December Iordered ihe demolition of all 
the aquaculture farms because it was a violation of 
the L RZ Notification of 1991- Workers in the farms 
to be demolished were u> be paid & years wages as 
compensation, and outside the CR7. zone, no shrimp 
culture was to be allowed on mangroves, weilands, 
forest Lunds, ugrieuliural lunils, hall pons, village 
common lands etc. 

However, the government i* trying to circumvent 
ihe Court order hy bringing in in Aquaculture 
Authority LtilL mid by diluting ihe demands of ihe 


PcneiHTj.iiE lou w pumnovt PM*ara (S£l£&ied cchjmikils)" 
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CKZ Notification of 1991, One of the present con¬ 
cerns of the NFF and other related orpni^xi# is tq 
slop (lie bill and to prevent any change in I he CRZ 
Noiiliealion,. In |9% NFF conducted a naEism wide 
coastal survey pf all the violations of the CRZ. ami i s 
preparing to stage a National Fisheries Strike oil May 
10. ] 999 in connection with this. 

World Forum of Fish-harvesters and 
Fishworkers. 

The problems of fisher people a] I over die world are 
similar. i lie United N union* Food and Agricultural 
Organisation s reports of 1995 and l l J9h have found 
UliqqujvnCpIty dial die livlicnes of the world Ling 

undergoing [he most serious crisis ever recorded. At 
leu si seventy-live perceni are in or verging on it siatc 
of collapse dug to [he Civics of over-fishing, 
destructive fishing gears—most particularly by fac¬ 
tory trawler*—and the effects of coastal industrial 
aquaculture, industrial umJ domestic pollution, and 
the nqffiad con&cquenccs of global warming. Fishing 
communities nil over the world arc under the threat 
of extinction. 

So die fisher peoples' organisation* from 15 coun¬ 
tries came together in New Delhi from 3 7-21 
November 1997 and formed the World Forum of 
Fish-harvesters and Fish workers (WFF) P The objec¬ 
tives of the Forum are to protect the thh resources 
and the fishing communities by promoting martin- 
aisle development of fisheries through eco-friendly 
gears and methods, and to work for u global ban 
against id I destructive Osh mg (particularly factory 

t r Li w IL' i s K CoaslaJ uid usl rial aqu uen 11 ure a nd oiasl.il 

industrial pollution, I was chosen a^ die coordinator. 
The WIT has declined November 21 as World 
Fisheries Dny. On (his day, every year, all over the 
world actions, campaigns, studies etc will he organs 
ased with the View to protecting [he risk resources, 

• md fishing communities, through su-Tunable small 
fisheries and hy evoking public awaiutiew 

,J 0n World Fisheries Day. we focus on the issuer of 
marine ecology, and of all inland water bodies, 
responsible fishing practices und the welfare of 
lishing comm unities.. We celebnie our achieve menu 
and express our concern* for the preseat and our 
vision umJ aspirations fur the future through various 
ways and means—workshops, nil lies, public meet¬ 
ings symbolic actions, eullurd shows, street plays, 
exhibitions, art forms like music, dance, poetry etc. 
using the print and the electronic media, creating 
awareness and reminding ourselves o! our tvspousi- 
bdmes." WIT Press Release, November IG k IW 


A new awareness 

The lirst World Fisheries Day i November 21, I99$| 
hits made a significant mark in runny parts- of the 
world. It also happily coincided with the 
I me machina l Year of the Ocean, Fisher people, rssh 
consumers and all those who arc concerned about 
preserving and promoting marine ecology, in many 
parts of the world, joined together in making tins day 
a memorable one. President Clinton declared 
November 21, !99K us World Fisheries Day in the 
USA. [Hmmmm «...] A new awareness among fclie 
public has been created* 

Our Vision and Goal 

Yet, ihisis no time to rest on t*ur laurels. All we have 
done is to remind ourselves and the public of the 
tasks ahead of ux. Our vision and goal is to establish 
the principle arid the practice thin the nmural 
resources belong Eti the local people who have cured 
for them and who have sustained them, while har¬ 
vesting their fruits for themselves and for others. On 
the other hand, the process of Globalisation / 
Liberalisation (which is nothing Oliver than almost 
loud freedom given to people with money to make 
more moneyk hax allowed anyone with money it) 
move into any plate and make more money with 
scant regard tor labour rights, environment and 
human rights, Thu>, the struggle in between two 
unequal sides; one side having all the power, all tlie 
knowledge and alt die money, while the other side is 
devoid of all (hese. 

True Development and Progress 

True dfVflO|Min , ill. pmgjdHS ai fU<XX$3 <*wy slioukl 

include the following factors: k should lead to 
fultilling the basil needs of the puorc&i as Ihc prior¬ 
ity. and not (he greed of the rich. The prior rights ol 
the local (fisher) people and their natural technulog¬ 
ical knowledge should he respected nnd buill upon. 
The developmental activity should involve die peo¬ 
ple who one already traditionally engaged in and arc 
dependent upon it tor their livelihood, and should 
help them to improve on [heir methods. It should be 
sustainable, respecting the environment and eco-hab 
ance. There should be nn sociocultural nr economic 
invasion by outsiders. 

MobilpsatiOa of the people who are affected by clic 
evil of Globalisation / Libera I isac ion in various so 
culled "development" projects, which arc actually 
dnwtinght destruction. is the need of like hour Ac the 
same lime* we appeal to die governments for protec¬ 
tion. Wc have to keep the states under check by eon- 
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sEiisit pressure so ihut thee Hiding luws chut recognise 
the right* of the poor are not tampered with; that no 
Iliw or policy which gives undue advantage to The 
rich at ihe cost of ihc poor rniiy be passixJ;. and to gel 
the governments to implement their own laws and 
die verdicts of the judiciary th:U uphold the righlK of 
the poor and so on. [Best of luck! J We need the sit ol 
collaboration and oonlrontuiion with ihe govem- 
mertts* states and elected persons. All this should 
kad to legislation, at the national and the fmenur* 
iusual levels,, which Is conducive to the socio-polni- 
ol change that wc aim at. 

For example, u regards wsrcip«liy ol fishing 
Deci is. it is no longer an issue to be proved- Wc need 
to be vigilant, rather, to see how various govern 
ments address this issue and to see thin the overca¬ 
pacity is not imported or exported- W hen lish stocks 
get depleted, the government! often declare li J mora 
toriumcm fishing 41 which punishes the small rish-liar- 

vesters— who are already victimised hy the licenses 
given to the big llccl*. ThiasbpuM not happen again., 
The smallest and the leasl wt» is fishing for his or 
her livelihood should never be disturbed. The lop 
most capacity, which has created the crisis. has to 
give way lo the lesser ones and the process should 


continue until the level of laflaiiwMlity is readied 
This is not a mailer of pity tor the small ti*h-har- 
vtSlcnv, but at is a question of restoring the social jus- 
lice which has been bh.iu.nily oumigcd. 


Change in ownership pattern 

In order to make this vision a reality, a radical change 
in ihe ownership pattern is necessary. Hie pet^ple 
whose li vei l hood depends an the land Of forest or sea 
should own die saute. The fishing eoniniuniiies. 
which totally depend on fishing for (heir livelihood,, 
sliould own the waiter Nidies tike (he sea, luke% 
rivers, lagoons and reservoirs. They should also own 
their fishing implement*. They should manage ihe 
water bodies, fish resources, and the sale anddislrih- 
utlon of lish, The fishing communities. particularly 
the fisher women who disitribule lish and small 
fishing implements, assume graft! importance, Th&i 
people have to be mobilised to take control over 
these resources. 

For example, the fishing comm uni lies should lake 
control over the water bodies. They should lake con- 
trol of ihe fishing implements and manage the sale 
and distribution of fish - ITie traditional and improved 
traditional aquaculture and pond aquaculture should 
be encouraged and dial* too. should be owned simd 
controlled by the Bashing communities. The fish con¬ 
sumers should have direcl licccn* to the fishing com- 
munilies. 

Mobilisation Of peoples has tour distinct elements: 
Th^et lie mess: 

All tiKHC whu have a slake in fishing for livelihood 
(Eiclual fishers and not those who only invest in 
fishing gears for profit) should come together* All 
ihCHsq who arc ulfccicd by factory trawlers, coastal 
indusirial uqumcuUurc sod coastal industries should 
be brought together. A close ffttidomliip should be 
created between fish cnnstuTvers and ibe bona fide 
lish-harvesteni. 

Awa renew 

Systematic education of the people about the ei ih 
of Globalisation / Liberalisation, which has paved 
the way for ovcraip:jcity fc destructive fishing gears 
and depletion of fish, and has made them aliens in 
their own sphere 
C$dipttipit 

This campaign has to begin in the Local areas, lead¬ 
ing to she nuibeal level and micmaU«nil level* 
However, we begin this m the local level addressing 
local issues. The problems and analyses of (he local 
place and iis implication nt ihc national and mtdma- 
tlanal level should be drawn oui. 
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Trtmting,: 

The li siting communities-—w hi eh have been 
exploited by ruthless money lenders. middlemen and 
merchants and which have, as u result, lost control 
over their own harvesting and the fntif of the har¬ 
vest—should be trained to manage the fish resources, 
sale and etisinbuEmn. 

Clear vision and Cons truelive action 
The process of struggle and the process of building 
Up should tuke place hand in hand. Their is DO blue¬ 
print or chronological order. These Mages can be 
over-lipping and may differ from place 10 place 
according to each situation. I el us keep our vision 
and goal clear before us H and forge ahead for ihc 
fulfilment of is. 

Contacts 

World Forum of listi-hnrvusters and Fish workers 

( 'heiureshmi Centre* Vwliulhura, 
ThiruvsiPunShoplJnimi 695 IXIS. India. 

Td. & Fax! (91) 471^50 1376; 

E-mail: nfr<^md2 vsmil.net in 

National Alliance of Peoples Movement 

57. IXV PradtlurL Ruad, Near Tllak Nugar. 

Hindu Colony. Dadar (East) 

Mumbai—400 014 

Bloodbath at Chilfka Lake 

The internationally i mport mu Chilikn Lake wet¬ 
land reserve has been the scene of recent bloody con¬ 
frontations between local villagers and police 
Despite being Mug led out lor special mention in the 
ant i - at; uac u 11 u re S u pre me Cou rt r udgeme nl ol 
December 3996* which burned shrimp farm* from 
within a thousand metres of the lake, corruption has 
allowed the farms to continue in operation. In July 
L9W villagers issued a 24 hour ullimntuni before 
dealing with ihe problem themselves, destroying a 
magnificent total of eleven illegal farms. This trig 
gcred vicious reprisals from the police, who have 
killed Unit people mid injured thirteen others in their 
raids on the villages, The ftshwdrkcni have respond- 
ctf to this outrage by blocking rourfi and raiE links in 
solidarity* and the city of fttiurhancswor it he region¬ 
al capital 1 was brought to a grinding halt by demon¬ 
strators making a human wail—;m action which 
re su tied in a missive two thousand bnsts. 



Kamuntst Kranti 

In contrast to the huge,often HpccEaeular straggles 
described here, one Indian revolutionary group has 
begun to strongly entieisc massive, unitary and often 
union led battles and has evolved el radical alternative. 
Kumumsc Kranti (eODumuiin revolution in Hindi) 
have in their 20 year experience of Workers resistance 
moved front traditional leftist attempts to encourage 
and lead Miike> etc., towards a strategy of sttuiII steps. 
They have basically enme to believe that head on 
conflict* are largely Useless- ihey ulirtosi never work in 
thetr own terms and are always an obsolete to dgvet- 
ci|ii i! ■ 1 workers' sell 'activity. Ijuge numbers of people- 
scent furtive, hut it is representatives and leaden who 
dunk, decide and issue orders Eu the * masses 1 , Demos 
and strikes are called and controlled by leaders mass 
meetings ire arenas for lights between union 
bosses/Other Leaders, ex-bosses and potential bosses, 
all of which discourages self activity, -Spectacular eon- 
rronlalLOEIs also provide larger, easier l.srgeEs for the 
.suiEcMaanagcmenE to control and manage by Jelling 
with the union hierarchy,, or if necessary In crush with 
brute force. 

Against I his Karnunist Kranti try EO develop and 
encourage die more mundane forms of resistance they 
SdC around them everyday, even amongst the \ipathc1- 
ic' workers who avoid spectacular straggle. Peoples 
lies of friendship and family extend from ihe cLimmu- 
mtv into ihe workplace and effectively foETii "affinity 
groups" .People touk out for each other and open num- 
bcrlcsl channels of coin ruuni eat ion with other 
'groups'- ihis often ullows collective resistance to 
emerge. In one ease toiler breaks were reduced w^rfk- 
eis pissed on the floor until they were restored- fn 
another example, workers ordered to use dangeron# 
machinery with no training obed tartly look their 
places, hut 'accidently* broke ttre machinery proving 
thm they enviously needed better training. "The BttW> 

1 1ics of affinity groups span, from mutual help to rou¬ 
tine resistance □gainst productivity and discipline, to 
steps ol change dial c|ue%Eion and cholleng hierarchy, 
competition, money relations ami wage slavery' 
Recognising how participunls belittle \hc--c smaller 
actions, and despite resisting representation, tack 
strong enough links with other groups, Kjiiuinisl 
Kranti try to encourage and develop this resistance in 
a sustained and expansEve way. 

Kamanist Kranti can be dpnlacted at the radical 
library they set up: Majduor Library, A u Lupin Jhuggi, 
NIT Padcrahad 121001 * India. Email: 
Re velryhonf^holinail .com 

(Tliis was mostly nicked from articles in Lhe excel- 
teiiE Collective Action Notes paper- POB 229ft2 
BlUo^MD 21203, USA) 
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Big Trouble for Big Oil 

Chevron up Shit Creek in Niger Delta 


Direct action across the whole of the Niger 
Delta region of southern Nigeria has been 
steadily increasing in the late 1990s since the 
Ogoni mobilisation of a few years before Initi¬ 
ated a radical challenge to the Nigerian mili¬ 
tary state and its funders, the transnational oil 
companies of Shell, Chevron, Agip and Co. 
Despite the death of dictator Abacha*, a year 
of his military successor Abubakar, and finally 
the installation of civilian president and former 
military head of state Obasanjo this May, the 
piracy of resources from the oil communities 
continues and the pollution and poverty which 
sparked the protests are unchanged. In fact, 
Obasanjo himself enacted the Land Use Decree 
that Legislated for the theft of mineral wealth. 

The peaceful muss ml lies of (he Ononis, led hy die 
Movement for (he Survival of (he Ogoni People 
(MOSOP) iiml Ken SnrO’Wiwa, were ;i very real 
threat to (he oil companies qen> , is the Della, ;md in 
tact succeeded in forcing Shell out of Qgoni. With 
(he Ogont activism beginning to be emuhicd by 
Other ethnic group* from 1993 onwards, (he regime 
in collaboration with Shell brought a ruthless chinvp- 
dowri on the people, killing two thousand, making 
refugees of lens uf thousand* of others, and. in 1995, 
hanging Suro-Wlwa and lti<. eight colleagues Ogom 
wels made an example of, but the sp irii of ltM$tltA£c 
wus nol crushed und .igLiatiori for environ mental and 
political justice began to build across the region 
amongst diverse ethnic groups. 

Campaigning hy iln? pen-Niger Delta group 
Chicpoo to make links in ihe grassroois, ansi uciiviiy 
by others such ns Environmental Rights Action 
i I’.liA I ha* strengthened tllic resolve of people in 
demand the rights (h;u have been denied to tlic-m all 
the way through from colonial ihct't to nak-coloftioJ 
free trade. 

From 1997 occupations of oil llow stations have 
become increasingly conunon, with Nigeria's oil 
output often cut hy up to one third for short [jeriods 
of lime. 

The dcs|wrntirm fell by so many in tin; Delia, how¬ 
ever. particularly by young men, has led to action of 
all kinds, from the taking hostage of oil workers to 
inler-clhnic clashes which have lel'l hundreds dead. 
These actions play into the hands of ihe Suite and oil 
companies who are happy to continue to work under 
a military shield, but represent one end of a spectrum 
of action being taken against (hose with oil wealth 
and power. 


/ RFAU5B0 THEN-if YOU 
WANT SOMETHING DONE 
THEN /OU've GOT TO DO tT 

yours£ t f— direct a c tioai 
is the answer —- 



HtT THE BASTARDS 
WHERE fT HURTS - 
IN THE WALLET- 


in December 1®OT radicals from the I jaw cibnkc 
group, who compri** around ft million people living 
on much of the nil hearing kind of t3*c l>L-Icii. met a\ 
a traditional Ijnw town 10 afisuc [he strongest 
demands yes. J Hie Kiimna Dee I etna inn of December 
13, issued by the newty formed Ijjiw Youih Council 
i\ YCf ami with cniis-tdcrahle support from ihe elder*, 
attributed the |krii$kMd crisis in Nautili to the issue of 
control of resources* mid resolved ihai all Icind and 
Piaiuml resources belonged to t3ie Ijjaw communities. 
The military were told In leave the region and oil 
companies (old they would he considered enemies oi 
die people if ihey called on military proke tkm, The 
companies were yiven until December 30 Eo leave, 
i he date when further action m implement Ehe 
Deckiraiion w m promised, 

We, therefore, demand that all oil companies NE**p 
ill I exploration and exploitation activities m the [jaw 
area. We are tired of go* flaring, oil spillages, 
blowouts and being label Jed ssiboicuni and tcrrartai* 
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we ad vise j]1 oil companies SJtftfF and coni rae [sirs Eo 
withdraw from Ijuw lemitmcs by tbt 30th E3*:eciiibcr 
199E pending the resohnlsin of the issue df resource 
ownership and control in I he ijuw area nf the Niger 
Della. 

On Decernhei 1 28, as die deadline approached, eM 

I VC' announced the luundi of Operation Climate 
Change* ten run from January ] 10 10 in the new year, 
with peaceful action lo extinguish gas flares across 
(he Della. Two warships ami up to 15.000 troop* 
were [minedlately deployed. Peaceful rallies and 
daiues were held across [jaw land* hut SroEips 
responded in Yeungmi by shinning dozens dead and 
MinpagiEit" l3imu|.'h ihv limn, .aid -l-i^iii-t iiii.miiil-hI 
protester! for ion ore ami arbitrary detention. 
Cin/nis . .I Kujumu iivdfiijso suf fered severe repres¬ 
sion. 

A siale dE emergency was soon and meet¬ 

ing* a ml demonstrations banned. Beatings amJ shoot¬ 
ing* continued, and many women were raped by sol¬ 
diers. Several flow stations were occupied and 
attempts made to shut down the flares. On January 

II hundreds uf women fmrn Niger Delia Women for 
Justice, in conjunct urn with the IYC. marched to 
deliver a letter to the m Hilary administrator 
of Rivets Stale EO complain LibslUE [heir Erea|- 
ment. They loo were shot al and tear gas 
used, and many publicly stripped uiul beaten „ 

And outside of mnbilisaiton around the 
Kahuna Declaration, further direct action, 
was being iuken against the oil companies. 

On January 4. soldiers using a helicopter and 
boats owned by Cht-vion aEl Licked pn testers 
who were occupy! tig a drilling rig over a pot- 
Minn cm n | H’n sal inn churn, killing over llily 
people and destroying dozens of homes. A 
similar mcideni happened in Mliv I9M and 
the company has heen particularly obstruc¬ 
tive with respect to the investigations into 
both eases. Jji fact. Chevron Chair and CEO 
Ken Derr publicly staled to US shareholders 
in April IW tliai die company would not 
officially demand that soldiers refmin from 
shooting protesters. 

Back in Nigeria, Chief Joshua Fumudoh, 
presidenl of the Ijaw Nutiood Council, 
hi Limed the violence mem) out on the I jaw on 
Stale intransigence anil a refusal In negotiate 
with those at (he grassroots, The Kahuna 
Dec lariat ion merely repeated several 
demands made over and over again by the 
people, and the only panacea for continued 


peaceful consistence in this country is for each eth¬ 
nic nationality lo have meaningful control over its 
own environment and resources and lo use them for 
sdf-developmcnl In accordance with each nationali- 
ty r s aspirations. 

Since the worst atrocities in December and January 
i roups have continued random attacks on Ijuw people 
and foreign journalists have also been targctlcd for 
Imnwsmcnt and detention. Those living in the Delia 
have been promised: development and meetings to 
address grievances, hul positive change has never 
appeared from above. Activists feel ihai no govern* 
fDflol or oil company iniiiuiivcss will bring justice, 
and have pledged that I be education and mobilisation 
will continue* Sauce Ehe period of mourning 
announced billowing Operation Climate Change, the 
ndfcl slagc of building the movement has begun. The 
Kahuna Dcclaraikm und the event! of December and 
January are only a foretaste of tilings to come. 

* According to scurrilous rumour. this may have 
happened as a resuLl of overrent hu* lactic use of 
Viagra. With any luck* other aging dictators with 
heart condition* will follow suit and stan dropping 
like flics,., A puleiu tool for political change? 
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We Thought it Was Oil—But it Was Blood 


771 ■ OtflOT dup 

Wip danced on the street 

Jog in our hearts 

(Vi- ifroirfrff u-t wmfim 

Three E/flErrifl folk* fell to our right 

Counties* mcwrjM to our Ufr 

Looking up, 

or from the crowd 

SVr beheld 

Red hoi guns 

Wr thought it was oil 
But h 4JW blood 

m thought it was oiI 
But thi* tt*a> blood 

Heart jtfmpirtg 
totw oir pp^f-fo* 

Floating on 
Emotion's dry wells 
SVr leapt with fury 
Knowing it u.w'1 Jwvw 
Thrnwcbahtld 
Bright reef pooh 

Wc thought it urns Oil 
hut ft luL'tli Mood 

LVl- thought it teas oil 
Blit this tL'tW Jj/iW 
Tears don't/hit 1 


WTien jjir>u r m seamd 
First ft ivas the O^uprr 
Today ft is 

VV/irj will be S four th\S nr-tt day'* 

We sec open mouths 

But un 1 I’jihLiK' no scream* 

Standing in a pool 

Vp fo our knees 

H’V thought it was ml 

But it urns blood 

flfc thought it tea* ail 
Ifui this was htwtil 

Uria! Ctw hays 
Foliated streams 
Ihiugs arc mif 
Only when found in dreams 
Hv f,rr their Shell* 

Behind military shields 
Evil , horrible evil gufhu's 

called oilrigs 
Drilling our souls 

WV thought it tijot tttf 
But it tons bhuul 

M4' thought fl emu 4>jV 
HirF this urns hitlad 

rifl/isaWM ftinptfywn 

Above OUT head 


Taasmd dreajjgi mi flared 

Andscrumhlnt sky 

A million black holes 

hi O fmrlit si, g 

But eet know our dreuma 

Won 1 bid Tilt tike crude pipes 

We thought it was oil 
Bui rftih iimi WdN*j 

We thought ii w&» ofl 
filrrr this wav bhod 

This id v tell you 
Tfliy d||nr|^ kill all 
But the Mood will ripMfc 
'Tiny jjbi rij gain alt 
But the soil will KIBE 
■ iTr nutg die *ErF stag alii'c 
Placed m the slim 
Slaughtered by the dug 
HV art fAi« ftt'iPFff 
LftMtf soer\fiecd 

iv r r thought it was off 

fluf ft 1105 Nrwytl 

St l' tlutnuhl it was oil 
But thi# uw blood 

- jVpi/pfiPm> BaSsctf 


I hr loiajj: a i<t ulcril DKI.TA \m. 41* iirau oufc Ep.iw !■.-■ ivi-jcirr: hr ypiruli KbJJn-.<; Killing wilSk Chav ton; (wopc with ilk* 4kvN In- 1 . . 
TTuiutittm gmn gmup?? .ire vdlmg oul; Ente-mew with Vj.nd.ihii S-h^ui dim I slIuki juntl i ihuj^ culture; F*,«t i •. ipi mmI hlii^k 
inval Yemeni m the grttn nn&VEFnoit, -and C.OADnS tiwwb Send nArw <ld|h tor DKlTA, Itm< 7„ \ 5 JiitMii IjpIi N^tvcs. Uriefefittf t.H2 

imi, L'k TeLfTix: Cut* 21 Eii*m*. B-vmlli lynsfipp^pe.^ Vifcti: www.on^^Wof^JcUii 
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Tribal Round-up 




Last Call for Freedom 


J 



There is no shortage of Indigenous voices in the mainstream media catling for equal rights, human 
rights or legal representation. Indeed one could be forgiven for thinking that this is what every 
indigenous tribal person on the planet wants. Presented here are some voices from those (ess 


vociferous, those whose voices are usually drowned out by the 'conference dragons' and their 
media mouthpieces. This article tries where possible to present people's own words, unsullied by 
Sunday supplement hackery. Where mediation is unsociable. it has beep done by friends of the 
people concerned. Consequently, very little of what follows has the seal of approval of the pro¬ 
fessional classes, and one has to rely on the word of lesser mortals with no letters after their 
names. Some of the teat is disjointed too, but i trust DoO readers have no need of literary devices 


and will be willing to make the effort. 

Wliud mbal people become assimiluicd and fomni- 
taie their Ideas rand ways of organising into some¬ 
thing similar to outs* they find their message 
becomes much more palatable lo the Western mind, 
naturally. When the message fttls to meet whh the 
currently rUnhionnhlg view of whin is politically cor¬ 
rect, those who rigidly refuse to change and he like 
us are persecuted by virtually everyone, even the 
‘Aid' organisations who arrogantly mufqe that 
everyone wants ’development", 

Yes, Ihm are Mill some people around who don't 
wunl our generou 1 . gifts of democracy und human 
rights because they come with u price; development. 
Apparently human right# don’ I me hide the rigbi to be 
led alone wilhoul any outside interfere nee. Irt the 
much unclaimed UN Declaration ol Human Rights, 


for example* i% y clause which allows miss.mnjirie<tto 
go just about anywhere and Interfere wiih anyone 
thfey want to, Nowhere docs it suggest a righi noi to 
be mission iscd. Our culture believes ihnt people 
should be able to live or Vfeil wherever they chouse. 

■f 

In Mane Other cultures this is not the case. It isn't a 
question of who is righi and who is Wrong; we sim¬ 
ply have no right to impose our world-view on other 
cultures, though this is what we have done through¬ 
out history. 

I hope n will become clearer through the following 
Articles that our cultural imperialism bus not dimin¬ 
ished one iueu from ihe grand old days of empire. 
The early colonists genuinely believed chat they were 
doing good work* bringing (he right way to live to 
ignorum people. This altitude has has merely been 
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couched in jj dirTc peril language. After a he corporate 
monger—along with its forward guard, the mission- 
arics -rampage* its way across the last remaining 
w itd places in much I he sutme way us. Elie old imperi¬ 
alists did, an insidious second wave of troops—the 
aid agencies and do-gooder*—sweep up the rem¬ 
nants of opposition. They ensure that no trace of the 
old ways is left, replacing human diversity wiih a 
monoculture. 

The aid orguitisfihfKns are tar more dillicull In crit- 
icise than corporations. Like ihc old pioneers, they 
genuinely believe rbul they are superior lo their vic- 
lion. For example, in spite of the evidence that our 
agricultural syslcms arc Microns l sec Doll 7, p.4EI) 
ihey pompously parade around places ihey know 
nothing abouL telling traditional farmer* who have 
known the laud for hundreds of genewtlons ihai (hey 
are wrong and must farm differently. Tins is mostly 
bused on a relatively few short years shut up in con¬ 
crete biddings in Western cities reading books, 

Wc are subjected to a barrage of requests to give 
money io agencies to help these poor people'. 
Exports pontificate lie great length about how clever 
ibey are and how much the "developing' economics 
need iheir help. Yet only rarely do wc hear from the 
people themselves, and when we do it is usually a 
member of a specially cultivated elite group speak¬ 
ing. not one of the union unate 'be nelle nines" at the 
dry end of the gravy train. We only hear about those 
people when loads of lhem die from 
some crop disaMer. And tlien what? 

More ex peris asking for more money. 

They have no shame 1 

There are other voices though. lliey 
rarely get to speak al I he big confer* 
enct» because nobody will pay lor 
their tickets, They don't gel big 
spread?, in the Guardian because they 
don't say the right things. They speak 
strangely: they don'l "make sense' + 

Their demands are 'unrealistic*: they 
don't warn justice and representation, 
eco-tourism, fair trade or cultural 
exchanger Basically they just want lift 
to fuck off buck where we came from 
and leave them bCr This doesn’t moke 
good copy, even in progressive 
papers. 

In m activist world dominated by 
froth-spluttering denouncers of vio¬ 
lence they dare to say the T word 
i light). Iris Hue to parade around in 


qua ml costumes demanding justice. or fly around Lhc 
world raying lhc right keywords and making inter- 
eslmg presentation* an expensive hotels in nice loca¬ 
tions, but kidnap a few corrupt government officials, 
and maybe kill one or two and suddenly all your rich 
friends have disappeared (along with your money 
usually j. 

Some people, like the Zapatistas \p 24Kk cleverly 
manage to escape ihix purilaitiiiu and fire our imag¬ 
inations. but most have no voice,, and no money for 
what they realty want—weapons to defend I hem- 
selves, Ibr example. Many hive gone already, their 
tribes’ name* lifted somewhere in some dull book, 
and the rest of luiiiumiiy may survive tong enough 
and learn enough to lament their parsing, Meantime, 
others arc still alive and Mill fighting. They are wild 
humans, and lhey need people tike us as allies 
because all tlu: other pulential allies have agendas 
they want to impose in return for help r They are 
lighting for freedom* not for right** within our cul¬ 
ture, Since freedom doesn't exist an our culture then 
theirs is truly the same struggle as ours, for anything 
within our culture is slavery and domcfticition. Only 
in wildness can we be free. 

Let's fight with tht>su w r ho Mill know what free¬ 
dom is, against those who would destroy it. or want 
us to settle Tor less. Let's free ourselves once and 
for all from this, miserable death-grip of Lndiuttfnl 
civilisation, 



Tburist guide exhibits circumcised Maasai. 
Genital mutilation was introduced by missionaries. 
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Akha: Sterilization and Blood Theft By Missionaries 

Rumoured widely for many years, witnesses have now stepped forward who claim that the 
American Baptist Missionary Paul Lewis sterilized more than 2Q,GOD Akha Hill Tribe women In 
Burma's Eastern Shan State alone. This was done secretly without the approval of the Burmese 
government by requiring the women to go into Thailand for the procedure and using people in 
the Church hierarchy to organize the movement of the trusting women, who had little education 
as to what the long-term effects on their lives would be. Although Burma is much maligned for 
human rights violations, the activities of Western organizations such as this are disregarded by 
the same agencies making human rights reports* 

In addition, blood was stolen from these women for resale, taken during the sterilization pro¬ 
cedure. More than 3,000 of the women have died. Many developed a weakened condition and 
lost weight. The pain related to the surgery did not subside and in the end they died, Now the 
children of many women have died and obviously they are unable to have more. 

In Akha traditional culture, five people serve as the government in one village. This multi person 
leadership system in villages was eliminated and replaced by single pastors who rule the villages 
with an iron fist, allowing no dissent or return to the traditional ways. 

The following is severly condensed from the Akha response to the issues of how their language 
has been manipulated and how they were deceived over the sterilizations, which continue to this 
day. This was written by a number of Akha who fear for their safety should they make their 
names public. Threats have already been made by people involved with the Protestant missions. 
Send a donation to the- Akha Heritage Foundation for the unedited text. 


Of (he seven ladies who had sterilization in our vi]- 
I ape, two passed away shortly Lifter. They went in 
recieve sterilization because they were poor. After 
being sterilized, since their poverty demands them 
rvui id slop thdi job, they had to face the new disease 
of feeling pain alt die ft me. Later, they puts away* 
Those who survived, many are still suffering from 
various kinds of disease* end swim I- dibramialitiH. 
Some became opium addiciv Nome became very ihin 
and mi tier from bleeding. To me it seems like a sys¬ 
tematic way of killing our lull tribe, id anniliihrte us. 
Why i dare say like that? As Lhey me experts in these 
fid ids, they know ahead lor sure I hut those who 
underwent the operation would not he able id to do 
hard labor in the resi of her life. Knowing it proper- 
ly, they persuaded hill tribes women to undertake 
sueh an operation- Now I fad very bod for my suf¬ 
fering people. Whom shall I blame—my poor people 
or those vu-eaijqd expels who jumped, in with lots of 
money as if they were our bcncfactors? 

Apart from giving money m each patient, [Lewis) 
also gave all the traveling expenses to them and 
3,(XX) Baht 10 the accnt for Ur my me the women in. It 
became: a gn*nl income for them. Because of lhi^ it 
seemed (hat many women received only the good 
Stories of What w on LI follow after sterilization: 
nobody told ihem the hud side effects, 

Especially in ITiailand, due to the high levels of 
prohiiiuiiorih under the name of safeguarding young 
women, boarding schools for girls spumt up. Hut 


i hen the jdrls no longer fecJ to miirry Akha men. So 
where will the Akha children come from and what 
will happen to our people and villages? They do noi 
come back to die villages. In this way the Akha 
women are being taken away from the Akha world. 
Thai as why the present education being given by the 
missions ics should be dosed down quickly, then we 
will be able to preserve ourselves. 

Regarding religion, at (he beginning n seemed to 
be very good. Latex. it iniiiud due to he division 
among the people. Some became Catholics, some 
Protestant*. some Mill holding their ancestors utfet¬ 
ing while others became Buddies. All these, they 
could not fatec id due another. Now we waul to raise 
u question, hftw good is Lh$ Christianity (lien? If iftut 
as good enough, why there ure so many groups, 
leaching about Jesus and yet ftghing one another? 
RnsS they divided our people now (hey arc dividing 
our villages and families. We seem to be like a prey 
for them. Belter not to have one of (hem ibart having 
nil of (hem. 

They seemed tiisu they did nut show any interest 
for our culture. Why? They just eager to build big 
Churches in every 1 village. We do not know why the 
missionaries are trying to throw away our culture so 
eagerly. Isn't there any ting good about our culture? 
Why then are they making businesses by .selling 
Akhu head dresses and Other things also? Making 
lots of money by Writing about our people, culture 
customs and history? After all. (o be able (o write 
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.such iliings, from where do they get all tiltsc tiifor- 
fruitions? Indeed, these arc given by my people and 
they arc Mill p*>ur. What about those auihors? They 
become rich uni well known to the world for writing 
and know mg about us. 

The missionaries quickly seized upon the killing of 
twins at btnh in die Akha culture a_s a means n> vilti- 
fy tlu! whole culture and turn many Akha against 
anything and every!hmg Akha. Divide us—conquer 
us? iii every culture wc can ever find in the world P 
some part of them wilt not he "up to die tmxk' of 
modem society. some may seem to he with emir. In 
ihe Old Tefiumcnl there are hums in sacrifices, and 
cannibalism hi still going on In pome parts of Africa- 
In shut way, our culture aim tOrnclimcs seems to he 
cruet- Instead of uadcntandlng iwr culture, mlijion- 
nrics nuK'k nv In diosc dny> people were waging war 
ia our land ut] the time and migrating from one place 
lo another- If the mother had to cure for two or three 
:L [ [he some time, it would be very hard Fur the fami¬ 


ly, They might have I heir own reasons for all ul (He 
T oday I would like lo ask all those concerned Jibuti 
it: since killing is wrong indeed, why iheii abortion is 
going on all the time, especially tu ihe US where ill 
the missionaries come from? Abroad they are Mcril- 
rt jng ladies, this is itlsu a strange thmg fur us here, a 
Due to ihose who exaggerated our culture in a 
mocking way, when they convened an Aklia village 
to Christianity, they humi our gales, ancestor 
shrines, swing |representing god’s creation of 
humans] etc They also stopped trQm dmng cradk M 
tumal burying and miming. Now a newborn child 
will Ik- named In the Christian way by a pastor, dint- 
mating our unL-icril >yMcm by which we court! csir 
generations back- Now ihe children cannot do ihm. 

Nii more rccrlnlkirs, no dancing allowed, In laui til \ 
these things enabled Aklia pc*i|de to preserve ihetr 

culture and Ian image over 1501.1 years already. k 

* 

these can keep us for such a long time as a group of 
people, we don’ I think they would be very bad 
Thafs why wc want to ask you, whether to keep 
them i nstcud of comdeming them and throw ing them 
all away? 

When ihe missionaries umved. they harmed oji 
A kha elite, taking them away front the ordinary pen- 1 
pic. giving them ihc best education and best faclhiiei 1 
an the world, Thai is why their small group could bqy 
ihe latest cart one after another. They became very 
powerful. They could pinpoint anybody ihey want 
and start ordering what they like Now these yniuif 
leaders are replacing old nusstomiries. Tlicy think 
that they belong lo the upper class: they don't waul 
in admil they came from tile same people. fl 

We have no proper tender, no country, no kind lo he 
able io c Ini in a* ours, no wealth, no education, num¬ 
bers also very Untiled. Id such a paw people why do 
they do that? It secerns tiial they arc having two faces; 
under tin: title of help they suppress us. To ihc world* 
they gamed I heir reputations as henc factors of disap¬ 
pearing Iribcs. Tlwy built lluur reputation* on us for 
many years. The way titty behaved on us Seemed flf 
if we did not know about god before they arrived 
here. Why do missionaries dunk they are die only 
ones who can perceive god ,J If there is no g(nnl 
teachings among the Akhas, wc are sure we cannot 
have survived "til this day. 


Contact: 

The Akha Heritage Foundation 

386/3 Snricuu J«i! ttd MaecaL, ClitangFai, ^7130 Thailand 
Mobile Phone Sometime hard to reach white m tlw iischjh- 
wins. 01 ■ ftfciEwhen ill Thailand when 

out of Thniland, email; .ikliaW'hwinlu.co.ih 
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Hadzabe; East Africa's Last Hunting and Gathering Tribe 


Awhile ago two people from the Non-Development Organisation FPC H (see contact pxxx) and one 
from FDN Germany, visited their friends the Hadzabe, around lake Eyasi, in northern Tanzania, 
The following Is condensed from their account. 


Our trip began froro Arusha and headed north-wesE 
via Kurulu. From where we left the road that circum¬ 
navigates the Ngoronguro Crater National Park and 
headed south west to MongoLu 

Ac the southern end of Mongohi were the first 
Itadz^be ccumnunlty we stayed with, In thi^ place 
the traditional lifestyle of the Hudzabc can no longer 
continue due to the ptmimity of the neighbouring 
■■■'.■ iileniciH. The area was i ™dt iortully a watering hole 
used by die Hudzabc. Now with the existence of 
expatriate settlers and the establishment of newly 
formed village councils, the Had/abe tire not even 
allowed to go to ihe watering hole, except when chc 
village council mid warden have arranged a parly of 
tourists to witch ihctn sing and perform, While a 20- 
sErtmg tourist group pay 30Q,MX)TSh lo the council 
for fil in i iiu. only lO.OOOTSh would be paid iu the 
total Hud/ahc communiiy. 

The village has u 25-councillor'strong commute 
iind not one Hud/a. When asked about this* Gudo 
Muhiya, a respected l Luiza spokesperson said "wc 
are not interested in changing our culture to conform 
to ihe policy of die aggressors* He added that "even 
in Arusha there were 250 councillors, bui the 
Had/abc still have no representation* noff wish to 
Iwvtf; He discs want to go to Arusha to profit nhoul 
ihe council here. When asked about the landing and: 
cuttle introduced by the settler* be fold, M Wc do not 
warn eaislt\ just wild amiuals to- hum mid water that 
we can drink". 

Ik h right that a people should be driven to extinc¬ 
tion just Ihr not wanting lo change and adopt the 
Western mentality of profit and greed-driven 
motives? Needless lo say wc continued refusing lo 
pay the compile tee for visiting and giving humani¬ 
tarian aid to our friends. Even after the police were 
called by iIll- campsite warden, die police crmldn i 
believe why they had been called and laughed about 
Li ar the end wish us. The protest was fell and noticed 
and, rPCN International advises any visitors to the 
Malete spring In do likewise, until such lime as cite 
Hadzabe arc allowed lull, access to the water. 

Two of the occupying expatriate settlers,. Ms 
Jeannette Han by and David Bygoit live on sacred 
Hadzutte jj c'^iu eiJ til denial of the iLghls of the 
hbdzubc. claiming they have never inhabited rtic 
area despite it being the only spring for 2rikm, They 


can he written to al S. L. P. ] 61 r Karatu, TanozoiUii. 
They claim to he ccologjsis, 

There arc three situations that FPCN Internaltopil 
was asked by tin* Mazda Lonimtuiiiy lo present to the 
interniUiomiil comm un i Ey; 

Case 1: Enslaved Prostitution 

Through <l>e iflftemwdlaric*—piicsl> iind 
"listers^—Sabina's sister Mele Abnndc and 

Arabunna: No Nuclear Waste on 
Our Land 

The Ambnnnu people, living in the area the 
Austaluin slate culls Billa Kalina are fighting 
against a nuclear waste dump that is proposed for 
their homeland. The following is a short extract 
from their seuecjul-iii. 

3n the past wt were forecd to leave our lands by 
the killing mobs who massacred our countrymen, 
our mothers and our little children, Tbc raeist sys¬ 
tem lured our Old People to leave so a few of us 
would survive. You see our lands as remote just 
like your principle of law lemi nullius. This is not 
an uninhabited wasteland for your waste. It is our 
home. We became refugees but always maintained 
con*act with our country. That is only temporary 
and now we need to have our lurid buck, so we ean 
look after it rhe proper way and heal ourselves, Wc 
pi Lin to go hack there and lake away the evik We 
have to go hack whether site land has been poi¬ 
soned or not, We've got nowhere else to go. Our 
life exists with our land. It is our foundation,. It is 
our past, present and future, 

Hie lime has come for all Australian people, if 
we are going to move forward, to do it wi thout the 
Government.... We need to get rid of the way these 
things are dune. Destroy this evil government. 
Dissolve this Parliament, the Crown. Dissolve it 
completely, ii. doesn't Fit in this kind. Discard this 
artificial economy and legislation of cruel evil pro¬ 
jects. Discard this culture of death and worship of 
war and greed. We have to maintain our old values 
ihac have been tried and tested over thousands of 
years. 

Kevin Biizzacoll, Aboriginal Elder ami 
Spokesperson of the Ambuunn People, Eo National 
Radioactive Waste Repository Projeet- 
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Salfboga s daughter along with many women have 
been cricked into prostitution by being taken to 
Arusha with the promise oi wort, only to find them¬ 
selves enslaved m prostitution, FPCN propa^?; to act 
on Use wishes of (he Hutizahc and bring all ihe held 
Hadzabc women back to (heir homeland. 

Case 2: Enforced Schooling 

These have been nines when the military ha* 
searched fnf Had/nbc children hiding hi (he bush to 
escape Use duty of heing schooled Hadubc girls 
alien cumplain about being raped by the teacher* in 
the Eudumaga school. Thi^ happens even with Use 
Hadzabe mother Later the Hadzabc girls are com 
polled into prostitution. 

FPCN has previously been successful inking back 
some or tiiese unlucky girls to their bush homestead 
and families. But if caught again, these escapees 
have eo fear severe coporul punishment. This kind of 
discipline is very common in these schools. When 
asked, all bin a handful of the Hudiabe say that ilii^ 
schooling has a negative e Elect on Hicm end is of no 
benefit. 

Some Hadwibc have even been taken to colleges in 
Dur es Salaam. Currently they are all without jobs 


and ate now even more fnist ruled and irritated, they 
have been uprooted from their own society, and the 
new tine iis unable and unwilling to fulfill tl£ proilnil- 
es. One really must try ftnd not sec it from mar 
Western educated standpoint. Far these people that 
iiie not even ins the bottom rung ot the sunfuunding 
social hierarchy, what use is learning English or 
reading Swahili or even motto agriculture fur that 
matter? They already know everything they need tu 
know to carry on living as they warn to. 

Case 3: Sad Religion 

Many limes white parsons tried lo baptise ihe 
HjiI/liIk and to destroy their triidilinna] belief* and 
lifcttvte. FPCN tells I he H;wl/ylw that these mission- 
aiies are just; business men who have often accumu¬ 
lated quite some wealth from their job. The hatred 
against these strangers grows among ihe Hadiabt, 
FPCN stands ready to sanction anti assist with ihe 
burnsng nut of churches on Had^aland following u 
similioj- successful explosion! that occurred at Simula 
|the church there WU completely destroyed by local 
Lribctpcapte]. 

After two days with them it was decided to visit 
the Hatdmbc communities on the west side; of the 




The BO tec, Negritos on the Matakka pemnsv- 
tsr. MoSojifS hove stolen the ftotecs' tend ond 
killed almost all of them. There ore fewer 

than 80 Q left , 
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dried-our Luke Eyasi, circumnavigating the bk on 
die wii> ! r Approximately 40km down the eu.Kiem side 
we slopped to visit and gi vc fasid to whal appeared to 
be die least well-off community so tar., This clun at 
Kamhia yu Simba had Lhe unenviubL- piNiion of 
sharing n gre^n and jlapui watertiole, s&rne three 
hours walk from them, with ihg surrounding 
Haruhuig*' citUc. Even one of our party, a journalist 
from Norway, found himself in lasted with worm* 
after drinking from the source. It was dear to ui all 
(hat most of die Httfba children hud to permanently 
endure the same at diction. 

Several hunting trips were made to ascertain ihe 
level of available game dial these people largely 
depend on. The only recorded lighting in dretr region 
was a couple of dik dik is mail dog-sited mammal*) 
(■li Iced u fu i pu I Mi ii ui of around 2(HJ, The result is that 
these people -lire soky dependent on the gathering of 
the three type* of berries they are lucky enough m 
have li round them. 

After iwo abortive attempts to gi> south around 
Lake Lya*i and being forced hick by ruin, it was 
decided to visit important camps around the Sanulu 
On first impression* SanoJa didn't appear lo lie a** 
welcoming a* the previous camps, That was 
explained later due to the work of an£t-fraditianaljsts 
like Bruce, a CUSC) field worker* who 
had just the week before been hunting in 
die ares with the district garni: warden 
horn Etfiboh. 

We were also fold that Mofnoyih 
Mull ilIlH i, the ’tump Mie warden" at 
CtwmChcm. hud also been burning with 
Arabs liih.I (ie munis.. Je is also known by 
die to habitant^ of Panola that Bruce i* 
responsible lor the killing od the lost 
Rhino m ihis arm. A nice achievement 
for HU 'aid' worker! (hiring his visil I lie 
week before. Bruce hud discussed wjrh 
the llud/abe how [hey had snipped all 
the white trophy hurtling in the urea. That 
is quite ah iicenmptjshmcnl when you 
take into account fh.it there really isn't 
any game left |o hunt. 

Sami I a, once rich m wildlife, game and 
fresh wafer now has none. The displaced 
Borabaig herders with the expanding 
livestock numbers have completely 
taken over the water resources. The river, 
like Lake Hyasi is in I he mum dried out 
during lhe dry season, The Barabaig 
huve erected suuiJI dams and water traps 


for cheir livestock, creating the same polluted water, 
not fit (or human consimi.pi tun. as found at other 
camps. We asked and explained to the Barabotg ihii 
this cannot continue, It is feared ihuugli that more 
requests ia ita be needed to persuade them to use only 
some of the available water holes. Methods of per- 
suusloh will be discussed, agreed upon and action 
i li ken. Daraktiig settlers and cattle are not the tally 
ini nitlers; the Mulls sal are also bringing ion re and 
more cattle into die region as a resuh ol meir expuL 
sioii Imrn i be Ngortingoro L'mier, so make way for a 
dolhu-caming ogticnul park 

The overall effect has been so tkviasiing ihm the 
game the Hnd/nbc were dependant tin have all hul 
gone. Add to this the udvarse elTeci of the few wafer 
bciles. all infected by the cuttle* and yuu are tell with 
a worm-tnfestalpopulation dependant on berries for 
iheir moiHtwrc and nourishment. The nei effects were 
clear in the Mown up stomachs and infections suf¬ 
fered by the children. 

In conclusion;: ii is Ihe opinion of FPCN 
International ibai the biggest single detrimental 
effect that is dispossessing the Hadzdbe of ibctr 
livelihoods and homelands, is the western world's 
model of nation building, with its universally adopt¬ 
ed Segal system. 


An Aeta hunter with a veeery i&n$ blowpipe 
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"We're Still Here and We Haven’t Forgotten Anything” 


ITic Kop are a South American tribe wfco chooa to 
cu! themselves off from mutism and the rest of the 
Western invasion. They live in a remote manualrt 
rep ion. Some years ago they summoned author Alan 
Ercim and a BBC Him crew to come and receive a 
message for us. ihe destructive “younger brother. In 
their slarics F ysmugei brother w«rt off lraveling^ 
before U! ders landing (be world, and is now wrecking 
everything for the whole family. 

They have pctifilc in the tribe, called 'Ma.mns + , who 
resemble what unthmpologi^ colt shamans, Known 
before binh. ihese ones are bom in a cave away from 
the village. Elicy sire raised by the other Mamas and 
never leave the euve before M=vcn years of nge. The 
outside world is described to them m stories, but ihcy 
never actually we it. Their world consist of what 
they can concicvc themselves, When they go outside 
and sec the real world in all its complexity, they are 
overawed by it and have a direct knowledge of their 
own limitations compared to the whole. It’s unlikely 
that this is something we m the Wes! can appreciate. 
Here Ls their message to us. References to ’Mother 
Earth" may pui off some people, but remember ihese 
are no! hippy wannabees,, 

"We work to take care of the world, We re sped ihe 
Mother Earths Wc know thai the land i^our Mother 
Earth. If we plant an orange tree at any type of tree 
and then puli ft up by the roots it will die- Digging 
out ihe earth's gold is the saute thing, Ll could die. 
We've alt heard many stories thai the world is dying. 
Why is it dying? It is because they have robbed so 
many tombk The world is like a 
person. Robbing tombs* stealing 
its gold, il will dk. We don't 
take out die Earth's gold, w c 
know that u is there hut we do 
not take it. We know ftp m our 
divinations shut tin? advice of she 
Mosher is not to sake she gold. 

We know where it is but we 
decide only So make offerings to 
it. 

“How is ii that we are able to 
live’. 3 Without blood we cannot 
live and without bone* we can¬ 
not walk. Here all the Mamas 
ure in agreement dbtttti what It is 
w ! e are going to say and how to 
speak, If I cui my fool off 1 ean- 
iiot walk. When they (the 


Ytsupger Broihcrs) dig into (he earth and take its gold 
it \s die same thing ... Gold has its own thought and il 
can speak. It is a living being. They must slop rural- 
mg it, 

“If they take all the gold the world will end. The 
Mothers of the banana trees, of all the trees and of ^il 
the birds., they have all been stolen. They are cutting 
off the flesh of the Mother's htwly They have taken 
everything. They haw stolen the spirits of all things 
from she Mofhw They are sicaling she very spirit 
and thought ol she Mother..., 

,r H is she mountains shat mike the waters, the rival 
and she clouds. Et' cheii trees are felled they will mu 
produce any more water. We do not cut down ihc 
trees shat grow 1 by the rivers, we know tluis they pru- 
Sect the water. Wc do not cu( down huge areas ol Inf¬ 
est like the Younger Brother does, wc Ctrl Misall 
clearings for our fields. The Mother told us not to cut 
down many trees so we cut very few, siny patch** 

-rr the Younger Brother keeps cutting down all die 
trees, there will be fires because ihe sun will heal she 
earth...,We ate she Elder BfOlhtefi so wc have to think 
clearly,, i- 

“Younger Brother, Slop doing it. You have already 
taken so much. We need water to live. Wilburn waier 
wt die of thirst. We need water So live. The Mother 
told m how to live property and how so shirk well- 
We're still here and we haven s forgotten anything. 

"The earth is decaying, it is losing ils strength 
because they have taken away much petrol, coal, 
many mineral*- Younger Brother thinks, 'Yes'! Mere I 

ami \ know about ihe universe V 
Hue cln> knowing is learning !n 
destroy (he world, to destroy 
everything, all humanity.... 

"The Mother is suffering. 
11 icy have broken her lecth Lind 
taken out her eyes and cars, She 
vomits, she has diarrhea, she is 
ill. 

"If we cul off our arms, wc 
can't work, it we cut off our 
Tongue we can" I Speak, if wc cut 
off our legs, we can't walk. That 
is how it is with the Mother. Hie 
Mother is suffering. She has 
nolhing- 

^TJoes Ihe Younger Brother 
understand whnt he has dune? 
[hies he?” 
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Dayak Resistance in Kalimantan 


Our friends 1rr Indonesian occupied territory 
are asking for help in the long-running conflict 
in East Kalimantan between the indigenous 
community of Benuaq Qayaks and the inter¬ 
nationally financed company, PT London 
Sumatra. LonSum has been clearing &enuaq 
forest lands to set up large-scale palm planta¬ 
tions. The local people's efforts to protect the 
Land on which their livelihoods and culture 
depend have been met with violence and 
Intimidation by the State, 

Flic Djiy;ik penplc i radii ioiinlty grow nee. cultivate 
niiian and tolled fruits, medicinal plums arid honey 
They also weave baskets and anus?;, They urc being 
destroyed by lugging, plum alums and coixl mining 
The destruction of fiMtsb has hiu^k widespread 
hardship, Oppostinn is met with threals and intimi¬ 
dation. The con 11 Let has been going on sin^e LonSum 
starred operations in ihe Tanjimg buy area in 1996. 
The company has violated l he eoimmunity \ custom¬ 
ary land, destroyed their FtKsd-^rowing gardens and 
desecrated Duyak burial sites, 

The company Initially said it only whined n small 
■ i me Him ol land lor u seedling nursery hut soon built 
u road aaid cleared large ureas for plantations, The 
villagers made it dear linn they refused in hand over 
their land- They'd also heard of ihe btid experiences 
of communities further south in Pusir, We at 
Kalmuman ajvd Snniairu, who lived in debt after giv¬ 
ing up their hind to become ml palm workers. 

Several Dayak communities in ibe Tanging Isuy 
area ilkuL direct action. For five numLhs, villagers 
rsccupicd one tat LonSum's hi.se enmps in an attempt 
lo get the company to addmji their demands, 
November 1WH 

Sixty-him people representing nine villages in (ho 
Jempiung lod Muara Pahu sub-districts, went lu 
Lon Sum Indonesia tu prest-m iliearde mauds far corn ■ 
pension of kp250 billion (approx US$25 million) 
for I heir land, crops arid damage to iheij burial silcs. 
The head ot the company fled raiher than hold di cus¬ 
hions. The people occupied the company's offices for 
the next two weeks* preventing .□ IL operations and 
iitunohiUsing a number of vehicles. Meetings were 
held with local authorities, who ordered the people to 
leave the sice and release the vehicles. 

Ikctni ln_f IV'JH 

As the heud of LonSum refused eo come hack and 
hold negociutioEis. villagers rook I heir demands to the 
offices of LonSum hiEeniijilioiial ui Minim Nayun on 


Dec 2nd. Here loo. the head of the company ran 
away so she people occupied the ham: camp. After 
ten days, ihc company did noi re solid m the people 
closed down its operations* seized some heavy 
equipment, including bulldozers and trucks, and sei 
tire u> part of the base camp. TVo official buildings, 
a fertiliser store and some workers 1 aooqrnodation 
were destroyed. 

Around KMO |>coplc refused to leave iht base 
unlit I heir demands were met by the company, hm 
LonSum s reprepenknives jusi told them lo lake their 
complaints to the head office in Medan. The local 
government offered to medial e between the two par¬ 
ties, hut thi^ was rejected by the Uayak. On Dec, 
27th five military vehicles carrying 70 armed Mobile 
Brigade personnel (Hrinuab) came to I he camp to 
arrest one of the protestors, but they were repelled. 
January |99V 

LonSum showed no signs of resuming; negotiations, 
and villagers were intimidated by Briniob. Instead of 
addressing the villagers’* claims, the authorities 
showed more interest in prosecuting them for dam¬ 
aging LonSum"s property and holding the heavy 
equipment. Various people purporting lo Ik from the 
police or ituliCtry had been asking questions at a 
local NGO office and m and iimund the occupied 
base camp. Other base etttips owned by LonSum and 
i«v contractors were reported to he under Mobile 
Brigade guard* 

1 thru an IW 

The action continued as did the intimidation, 
Community leaders sent letters to ilic head of tin: 
armed force v government minister! and ihe national 
commission For Human Rights (KofimasHAM) 
appealing for justice. A delegation of community 
ami NGO representatives also went to KomnasHAM 
to repressni the villagers' case. KnmnttsHAM issued 
a slatement (hat ihe local government and security 
forces should he fair and nut simply support the cum- 
peny. 

April IW9 

On April ™4th. I wo villagers from Perigiq were 
stopped on the road by eight men in civilian cl utiles 
who hamjeulfcd them and look them un FT Gelufa 
MLLhapala's base camp. 'I I icy were I hen taken lo ihe 
police station in Tenggarong (the adminsirutivc cen¬ 
tre for Kutai district), where they were roughly treat¬ 
ed before being interrogated hy police. Both have 
now been charged, (The original document only cites 
the reference numbers of the alleged offences .) 
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hue beard about the mitt CUM to discuss the Issue nf 


Mav IWV 
■ : 

Twcmy-fcw fully armed Briraob personnel and sis 
civilians armed with machete* attacked the Myws 
Nay an bu.se camp at 6 am tan May 7th, The. local 
community wbs in the middle of a cultural ceremo¬ 
ny. but the security forces scattered sue red artefacts 
all over the place and terrorised the people. The 
camp was cleared und many people tied to the forest* 
At mid-diiV. two NGQ Stuff plus tWu locals whti kid 

PT London Sumatra 

Art Indonesian plantation cum party with Lis. head 
oJTke in Medan. North Sumatra, 'LonSum* as 
Indonesian* eat! it, was founded years ugo us a 
British company. It Inter became a suhsidtutiy of 
British palm oil traders Harrison and Crossficld. 
which sold out in the mid-3 WO's, It j.s now pub¬ 
licly listed on the Jakarta stock exchange, Lonfium 
still has fntenwliofusJ ewineetions Eh rough foreign 
purchasers of shares, loans,, tutd supplies in 
Northern consumers (m\) Most esports of palm 
oil from Indonesia to die European Union go 
thnoug h Germany and the Netherlands, 

LonSum now bm 54A17 hectares of ptmtahon*. 
half of which axe palm oik in North Sumatra. Java 
and Sulawesi. It also has rubber, tea and cocoa 
plantations plus 3 5 processing factories. New 
estates are expected lu exand the area under 
LonSum's control to 70.000 ha by 200th 
The company exports fi0% of its production and. 
so it hasn't suffered from the economic crisis when 
the government. encouraged by the IMF/Wocrid 
Batik ts pushing exports. Foreign customers 
include Singapore Tong Tcik Fte Led, Anglia Oi 
Ltd and Lewis ft PmL [is expansion last 
September into palm oil plantations in South 
Sumatra t^S.TSOhul and Boat Kalimantan 
(IS.fHWHia} was financed by a S122 million, five- 
year syndicated loan so die company does noi have 
ihe short-term repayment problem of mniiy dif its 
rivals. International investors include ihe Dutch- 
based Rabobank. UaHWilfmed reports cite ihe 
involvement of the UK-based Trust Fund. 

In addition to die con&tmtation between I-on 5 urn 
and the communities an Rasi Kalimantan over land, 
there have been si miliar conflicts in South Sumatra 
< Mam bag, Musi R a w as i and North Sumatra 
i Perguluim. Deli Serdangl. 

More detailed information on Rabobank and the 
London Sumatra is availabe from wakker&'aiJeis- 
vi foment. antennae. nl 


the two men who had been abducted from Rimgiif 
Tlie security forces fired ui them and forced them to 
gta io tins FTGelora Mahupah base where ihcir non- 
uisi formed captors told them they hod been hired by 
ihe company. When the local head of police arrived, 
he arrested the two villagers and ordered the NGO 
people to leave the area by the next day. That I 
evening the security forces raided the village of 1 
Perigiq, where again there was shooting and the ter- 
rdied Jnliahiumls ran off into ihe forest. 

Since I hen there have been no mere reports as 
NGO staff have been forbidden to go tot he Jempong 
sub-distiict and villagers are loo frightened to leave 
their homes, Some people are still missing, hut many 
lire hiding in the forest r There are rumours ol more 
police raids, and the head of Fast Kalkmotan^ police 
has issued a 'shoos on sight' order if there arc any 
lii rlber demonstrations. The Rcngatj Dayak art 
extremely offended that ihcir traditional ceremony 
was completely disrupted by the Mobile Brigade und 
paid thugs. The ceremony had been going on UKA 
Fcbuary and was important iu ensure the well being 
of the village of Muara Nuyan. 

The local police rcptifiL'd that they had freed all 
the equipment held by ihe protestor* occupying the 
base camp. Eight people have been arrested on 
charge* ol occupying, damaging and burning cumpit- 
ny property. On May 9lk the company resulted 
operations. On May 27th, Ihe East Kalimantan 
Indigenous Dayak s Association (PDKT) met the 
police chief. LorfSum representatives and stuff fratu 
the li»C 4 ll government til Kuldi District. It was agreed 
to start the process ol conflict resolution F though it 
remains to lie seen what compromises wall tni expect¬ 
ed by the Dayak, 

Local people suspect thut LonSum ami its control 
tors have been allowed to operate illegally for the 
last three yean due to corruption. In order to clem 
itw land, any company in officially required to have 
a land use permit issued by the Minister for Forestry 
& Plantations and the Land Board, However, 
LooSum only has a letter giving "permission in prin¬ 
ciple' from East Kalimantan T s governor. The compa¬ 
ny Fills cleared 16,500 hectares. The commercially 
valuable tirnher is sold ami the red burned- It is like¬ 
ly ihai the local government benefits directly from 
LonSum's operations through shares and taxes. As 
yet, no legal action luis been taken against ihe com¬ 
pany, The local police have dipped a case against 
Em Sum for contributing to the disastrous IW7/8 
tires by illegal burning, "due to lack of evidence'. 
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Basic Call to Consciousness 

Extracted from The Haudenosaunee Message to the Western World 



The Huidau^nnec, nr the Six Nations lrk|Uois 
Confederacy, has existed on this lund [iww Mid- 
Ad antic sEjic>, of US] since the beginning of human 
memory. Our culture is among the most ancient eon- 
tinuiwly existing cultitfO in (he world, 

Oar cs&ttiml message lo lhe world h a basic call 
to consciousness, The tfc^nJCfitm of the Motive cul¬ 
tures jind people is the same process which hit* 
destroyed and is destroying life on tins planet The 
technologies and sticuil system* winch have 
destroyed die animal and the plant life are also 
destroying die Native people. And (he process I** 
We 'itcm civil ixa cion.,. 

The process of colonialism and imperialism 
which have affected die Kaudcnosaunee are bul a 
microcosm of the processes ^Heeling the world. The 
system of rescrx.iiions employed against our people 
rs a microcosm of the system of explciintiofl used 
agonist the whole world- Since the lime of Marco 
Polo, ihe Viftst ha* been refining a process ihat has 
mystified the peoples of the Earth.. 

The majority of the world doc* not find its roots 
in Western culture or tnkhtions. The majority of 
(he world finds its rnois in the Natural World, and 
it is the Nature) World, and ihc traditions of (he 
N NUsr.il World, which must prevail if we are to 
develop truly tree and egalitarian societies. 

It is necessary, at this Etme h ihat wc liegin n 
process critical analysis o| the West's historical 
pfoou^, so seek mil the actual nature of the 
nsoi* of tlie explorative and oppressive condi¬ 
tions which are forced upon liucnaniiy. At (he 
same lime, ns we gain understanding of those 
pmccssEH, wc must reinterpret (hat history to (he 
people of (he world. 

It is the people of the West, ultimately, who are 
(he most oppressed Lind exploited. They are bur¬ 
dened by the weight of centuries of racism, sex- 
ism, and ignorance which has rendered their 
people insensitive to the true nature of (heir 


We most all consciously and ctmtinuously chal¬ 
lenge every model every program, and every 
princess ihul tk Wfest tries to force upon us, Paulo 
Fricrc wrote in his buok. the Pedagogy of (he 
Oppressed, that it k the Outure of the oppressed to 
i mi cate (he oppressor, and by such fictions cry* to 
gain reiki from the oppressive condition. Wc 
must barn Hi rc^kt ihut response to uppressaoii, 


a 

The people who are living on this planet need to 
hresk with the narrow concept of human liberation* 
urid begin to see liberation as something which needs 
to be extended Eo the whole of the Natural World, 
What is needed is the liberation of all (he things that 
support Life—(he air, (he wafers, the trees. 

Wc fed tha( the Native peoples id the Western 
hemisphere cm continue to corunbuic to the survival 
potential l» f ihc human species, The majority oj our 
people* still live in accordance wilh (fie tradition* 
which rind (heir roots in (he Barth. I tin tlie Native 
peoples base need a a forum in which our voice can 
be heard. And we need alliuncc* with the other peo¬ 
ples of (he world to mist in our struggle to regain 
□nd miinfaln our ancestral lands and to protect the 
Way of Lift wc follow. 

The traditional Native peoples hold the key (o the 
meversal of the processes in Western Civilixatlon, 
which threaten unimaginable future suffering and 

dcsTructmn. 
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Batak: Murder and Forced Re-location on Palawan 


Thomas A dona* a very respected elder of she Bauds 
people in the remote LLingogun valley on Palawan 
Island ( Philippines'); was brutally murdered on 23 
April. fW9. He was killed by » Vantok Phi I a pi no. an 
inmidcr who wanted to harvest rnltan., ^n imporuint 
local commodity, wiihimt having consent from the 
local Batak people, 

Adoftu was speared through uill* eye and through 
his head after having launched a renewed protect 
against the mutinous discrimination against. ihe peo¬ 
ple of his tribe by die Philippines^, whom the Batak 
call Chrisitonos. He wa* asssiMnnted in Maogapin. a 
Camp when? Batik people have been forcibly GOB- 
ccntratcd since several year? ago by nuUmiiil and 
local gfwermcnE orders on area which is now dnvni- 
nDted by the Chrialianos* The restrictive orders to 
forcibly concentrate the Batak people were enacted 
by ihc Government of the Philippines and arc no! 
opposed by conservation organstations like the 
H:irihiin Rmdati on. I he World Wide Fluid for Nature 
and Friends of the Earth* The numerous development 
organizations operating in Palawan did mu comment 
on the killing. 



Adorns always tried to live his iraditiona] life sis an 
independent hunicr-gaiherer wish in his whole elaiL 
He was a part of the rainforest and: like the ntiuktf- 
tsE r he was killed brutally. Despile the many threats 
Adorn* and his people have received and despite ihe 
efforts of ihe government and! other organizations tc 
subdue and restrict the Rniok. he will be a symbol Jut 
the loss of their culture and ingnite rheif resistaneef 
Like Buyon-og, another tribal Batak elder whii 
died lust year under unclear circumstance*, Adon.i 
iried to preserve the traditional Hatak lif^ oiltufe 
and the forests. Despite alt the peace I u! efforts of ihc 
Batak people, the ancestral forests hive been hcavi- 
ly degraded wnhin the Iasi lew years by nusidt 
developer*, Wild bfiunt,, formerly on important prc; 
for the Batak. are extinct in many forest*, These wild 
pigs have been massively poached by ini ruder* wiih 
commercial interests, using tirearms and grenade* 
(pig bombsk In contrast* the Batak are not even 
allowed to gather plants in their own land. Hww 
products are essential in Batak barter trade, but nfTt- 
cial licences to collect them on ihc Batak inccJUu! 
land* arc in the hands of powerful people m ihc 
cities, who employ Philippinos from the slums, lik-e 


the murderer of Adona. lo do ihc liar vest. 

All Batak arc forced to he concentrated in tamps, 
to go to church and to send their children lo religihu* 
or slate schools. There they are taught that the tnuli- 
iLonul life m the forest. as dwur parents and ah their 
anec-stor* lived, has to be *ccn as bud, uncivilired 
and underdeveloped^ Only a core group of tradition- 


al Batak still resists this terror 

Since Iasi year. Jill die Batak have been under 
heavy (error from several aggressive missmnartev 
The adult mile Bunk stud Tahiti** {who live in tmo- 1 
cisdhm ■with the Batak) received a tattoo on their 
upper anus its slitsw that ihcy belong to a certain 
Christian sect. The tattoo bearers do no! even knov. 
the meaning ol these registrations on their sfcm. 

Duly nine Betak extended family-groups are IcfL 
They resist and continue to live andepcudaniLy 
Hartmdt Heller of FPCN fscc contacts) witnessed 
anti testified to the indigenous pcs>ple‘s caucus [hat 
these people arc threatened almost daily by "offi¬ 
cials' - and intruding outsiders. 

The Batak are M the edge of extinction. They are 
completely dominated by aggressive Christian mis¬ 
sionaries, The NCaOs who should be assisting them 
ip their struggle arc either doing nothing or assisting 
the genocide. 
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What You Can Do 



Normally in this part ol an article you gei histruc¬ 
tions on whfle Eo send money. Rarely is there imy- 
lMfifl else die Grtat Orgs want us rabble to do. 
Sometimes yon can subscribe |o a nice cheerful ?.me 
so you cun set just how cool iHoy are. But the 
money, or most of it, gels spent mi offices and travel 
tickets, computers uml consultants In the real world, 
people need things to defend themselves with, like 
guns. Do you know anyone who does Uut? Well 
don't waste yntir money then. Spend il on heer, at 
least (liiil way you aren't helping harmful experts tu- 
mnkc even mrwe problems, By taking sifHAegic direct 
action here in the West we can force our orginisa- 
eloiis and corporations to listen to the people tin their 
own terms and show them (hat clever PR stunt* like 
UN conferences and 'consultations' do nm achieve 


agents wilt ultimately help. The downfall of 
Monsanto will not only achieve one of the immedi¬ 
ate urns of those campaigning against GM crops, it 
will ids© help to weaken the corporate monster as a 
whole. The reeciii attack on (inane in) centres was 
also very good in ihis context. 

So just keep on doing what you are doings crash 
offices, block erects, destroy dozers bring down the 
unimi.il exploitation aiiJustry fund thus, industrial 
agriculture!, protest peacefully or riot, whatever 
turns you on, just umise trouble wherever possible 
and most of all spiff ad doubt in (he minds of the great 
public faithful- Help to shatter their illusion. Tint 
illusion, called progress* is She thing upon which 
everything else is h^d. Lentil that changes, nothing 
else will. 


the intended deception. 

Here in the West is where (lie source of the prob¬ 
lem* lies. Although specific solidarity net ions are 
very useful and earn often make a big difference eo 
the morale of the people being attacked by cite 
spreading civilisation, sometimes it can be difficult 
to justify one paidtcutar (anret whose culpability is 
liidden behind a web of corporate hermcticism. And 
often when a target is obvious it is n long way from 
where you live, When this is die ease, since the 
whole ocf industrial civilisation is ioterdependent, 
you con rest assured ihaE any act nek on any of its 


1 laving said alii that, it"s apparent from the Had/uhe 
article that FPCN are different. Run and funded 
entirety by unpaid volume, (twfr strVtlure [orittk 
of ii) ih similar to our own, and they are free of all the 
usual caution and dishonesty seen in those who 
depend mi the enemies of wild penplc fnr their liveli- 
hoods There h no forma! structure, but here is pad 
of their "mission statement*; '"FPCN ts a NDOfNLm- 
Devekipinem OruLinisuiion). a movement of groups 
and LUtlividu&ds, concerned with the survival of 
Tribal peoples and their cultures, in particular 
huntcr-guthercri. Those were the first and are the East 
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fc i q go', but ihcn it’s p gtHinJ thing because ihat means 
you are not being dictated tei about whni coda) Marry 
ol un become used to cite idea iU.it anyone culling for 
help should be "organised% never [Innking thul per¬ 
haps we share thui pespansibihyi FPCN isn’t [here to 
provide a service for us. it’s there for us in gel 
involved. The network exists and is run efficiently. 


Beyond that is is up to us lo il to enable 
us lo get together ^nd dinvuss ihe 
future, Sources for all the articles 
in this section, along with Leads 
more, can be goi from [or viaj 
ihem. if you send 
something to cover costs. 
Please get involved and 
help to make ibis 
lone r-wiic:tl voice 
big enough ftp 
i+tiunteracl the bur¬ 
geoning indigenous 
“uid" business. Just 
send a letter or 
email, you'll be in 
person, 

not a bureaucracy. An sac will be useful 
Friends nf Peoples Close to Nature (FFCN). 33 
Gould Close, North Mymmx., Hatfield. Hertfordshire. 
AL9 7F_B. UK Td/fiot -+ 44 (0) 1707 885 W4 
Wehsitc: Imp;//WWWfpen-globalorg 
Email: Rai ns ^fpen-global. oq> 


societies on earth to have a ntm-expLoitativc rela¬ 
tionship with the world. Our (ask is to hdp 
them preserve their unique cultures from 


GO FORTH TO EVERY PART OF f 
THE WORLD AND MAKE ALL [ <j 
NATIONS MY DISCIPLES J 


enforced as* imitation. alien religions, the ideologies 
of 'progress’ iind “growth' and absorption into ihe 
global economy." 

The cozy dcvdopnicnt orjprni sal ions mid funding 
bodies hue FPCN. so m a way radical activists are 
ihe only hope. You wont ft mi it easy to get involved, 
you won 4 1 get loads of junk-mail or act-piece action* 



touch with a 





UN—United Against Whom? 


m ■ a — r* wm m j 



Every year ihe United Nations makes itself feel good 
by allowing favoured groups of indigenous people io 
go to Geneva and have a conference. 
Elepraictitnijves from people who should be treated 
llv equal* arc relegated lo a side-issue conference 
with no exeeulive power wluusoever. Hi is is the 
appidrngly named United Nations I In nun Rights 
Commi ssi< in t) |x j it - 1 J .rn led I nter- Sessional W< >rk i ng 
Group on the Elaboration of ihe United Nations 
Draft Declaration on ihe Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. Delegates arc allowed to wear badge* say¬ 
ing things 3ike 'express what you feel", yel lliis year, 
when they dapped in a presentation, she while 
European chairwoman told them to stop- 
Run by white Westerners, il is clear (hot the UN 
conference is playing a game ■with indigcnouN peo¬ 
ple. For example,, in the 1997 conference, Brazil hud 
France used pathetically transparent devices to dis¬ 
rupt any attempt by delegates us arrive at a consen¬ 
sus on whal I heir rights were. Article 44 says: 
44 Nottdng in ihis Declaration may he construed a* 
diminishing or extinguishing existing or future 
rights indigenous peoples may have or require. 
Brazil requested that the V m ihe end oi ihe word 
“peoples 1 in ihe term “Indigenous peoples' be brack¬ 
eted. France then joined in by saying that the whole 
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word should be dropped and repkiced wilh "popula¬ 
tions'* The Russian Federation nnd the Uni led Slates 
Of America then both asked to qualify the pure of die 
article referring to ihc ‘future rights'* of ‘indigenous 
peoples',, ?hi]4 effectively supporting the other effort* 
to block it. 

li the UN en to be of any use at all. which Is debat¬ 
able, then indigenous peoples should hiiVc tbit scats 
in it. Anything else nuntunis loan affirmation of their 
inferior suuus. The lb I lowing statement I'mrn ihe 


rights... We have been told that sls Indigenous 
Peebles we have no right on our earth, we only have 
rights as individuals—in other words as slate's 
pupils. 

When wc can escape from tins condescending rclA- 
lion, we find oursel ves Lai a situation just os much dis- 
huiirieuiug, Actually we are condemned to he dus- 
sthed within ihe minorities depnved from their col¬ 
lective rights and political, cultural, historical identi¬ 
ty. Wc ironically lind ourselves on our OWrt l-md 



Pdrtfttff Forest, Thailand. Former home of the Manee k w ho were forced to move to the hilts 


Federation of Native American Organisations of 
Guyana is a reply lo attempts by nations to impose 
their laws and ways on other people, 

"Though we live in our own laiuL that nciiher us 
nor our ancestors have ever lefl we are facing to a 
legal system ihul is run ours. Still none of our 
Peoples remembers having ever renounced our own 
legal system# nor having allowed the European or 
colonial legislative power the care of lo determine 
our rights. 

"How can it he that wc ure suddenly subjected io 
Isw,h csiahlkhdd by a St Lite created only a few cen¬ 
turies ago. 

“These regimes' legal base inevitably depends on 
the principle ihut their laws arc the only ones having 
competencies, ihaA no other preceding legal structure 
ever existed or now exists, and that only a Slate can 
be source of authority, Ai their beginning these sys¬ 
tems were bused on the fact that die sovereign terri¬ 
tory of the stater W(ls either unoccupied. or occupied 
by inhabitant t rhj.il were no primitive char ihey were 
deprived of any type of sod at ofgtmlzuiion anti 
therefore were Unahfc to govern themselves. We 
would not bo surprised then ihut a power established 
on such li specious base, it not denying our existence 
at least denying our competencies and our legal 
capability* is so link interested in recognising our 


within the same classification us (he most recent 
immigrant. Our original ownership is nol recog¬ 
nized. 

"Our legal systems as well as our languages and 
our spirilual and cultural Jinks (hat unite us to the 
] ri rtd have disappeared for ever. 

'Tlxlay* wc are dispossessed peoples, wilh no other 
lauds than the tiny litile- ureas for our own usage, pro¬ 
gressively (he Slate has allauded us under ils 
guardianship. Generally, as Indigenous Peoples xvie 
are pun of ihc most disadvantaged groups in the 
Stoics we live in. Ami bus is ns true in developed 
countries as in under-developed or developing emin- 
tries. 

"This is why today wc are facing the internaliortul 
community* and within the United Nations sen wc am 
elaborate with the world's governments- international 
rights in Favor of ihc Indigenous Peoples. 

In hk speech ai Palais de rHjreift, Thursday 20 
June 1996. (he President of the French Republic con¬ 
sidered «hat ii was time to Finally recognize 
Indigenous Peeple s place. Add to be lair with them 
because European civilization was forever account¬ 
able for ceiii Link s of exploitation/ 

"He also recognized ihnE the Indigenous Peoples 
had been able to preserve a very significant pan of 
lheir heritage." 
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Un-American Activities 

Subverting The Great Satan 



North America fa a land of Intense contrasts. Home to some of the most vile manifestations of 
the global industrial economy (from biotechnology and mining industries to the Pentagon} both 
Canada and the United States reek of an inflated "standard of living' so far out of touch with nat¬ 
ural limits that millions of naive citizens think the rest of the world Is badly in need of assistance 
to keep up with us. Such a vacancy of consciousness in the populace seems surreal when con¬ 
trasted with the sprawling magnificent wildlands and pockets of unmolested biodiversity. Huge, 
tourist-oriented National Parks help maintain the delusion that industrial society and wilderness 
are compatible, while the consumptive plague of modem society chomps away at the wild and 
uncolonized everywhere else... 


Although together lbs US and Canada tire compara¬ 
ble in to mainland Burape, they utmost com¬ 
plexly tuck Its dfelinCl regional identities 
Homogeneity and monoculture* arc epidemic here, 
and quite effective in distracting the populate from 
developing a real political analysis or anything. 
Chances are if you haven't been here you haven't 
ever seen unvlhing like it. In some ways ihc spocuic- 
ular iimages portrayed til movies are accurate 
reflections of some of ihe social pathologies in the 
US and Canada that seem to worsen with time. An 
increasing concentration Of media control coupled 
with an obsessive fixation on the 'miracles’ of high 
technology and progress makes for an ugly situation- 
Fighting the propaganda war is almost as much to 
grapple with Us inubili/iii^ ihc masses-—both til 
which tend to distract activists from raking 'real 
direct action to confront (he architects of the brave 
new world m u way that actually puses :l lineal. 


Reform Or Revolution? 

Bud Corporate DomiiWkc, an active cross-move¬ 
ment alliance, falls shurl of radical opposition, sel¬ 
ling as its main goal the revocation of 'had' corpora- 
lions' charters. But a growing tcwnuchisi move¬ 
ment is looking to more fundamental causes and 
using organizing strategies that reflect an anarchist, 
rather than leftist, analysis of power, production and 
civil tint toil itself. 

Earth Firsi!, the Earth Liberation Front and assort¬ 
ed green anarchists me doing their bit here to subvert 
the ‘protest as usual’ epidemic thui has infected uor 
ciii.es and wilderness for decades. Popularized by [he 
squatting communities of New York (. ily in (lie 
lyatjs. the integration «f mutual aid projects with 
L-oiitnmiaiioii.il occupation-, Lyk tactics has been one 
of the most subversive und inspiring strategies 
among anarch isls, A growing interest among unir- 
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chisls in ccalogol resistance., owtn{ partly to tlie 
anarcho-primilimsl criliqLlEs brought farth by Fifth 
Estate iind Amm'hy magazines isce page XXX for 
[liei f contact details) in the early 199Qs h has helped 
ulong (he evolution of the short-niglined philosophy 
of Deep Ecology,, and brought punks Lind urban ajw 
cbD-syndkfidi^ al ike into involvement with eeofag- 
Lc-ul direct action campaigns, 

Ah il wjs iiiurtdcd by such ideologues, hardcore 
Deep Ecologists and even a few rimimlhropc* slit I 
Linger in Earth bust! circles here in itie US, Elut 
more and more, ucti visit on ihe ground. in the trees 
and on (he Inmclincs are also active in lefiy modd 
movements and ecn anarchist networks t and sire 
applying in anarchist and/or primiEmitf critique lo 
everyday life, At iltc pmtMojjjiog 
Red Cloud Thunder tree village 
in Oregon in the Non h we si. 
a utorn, uuous orga nixing has 

developed an overtly anarchistic 
community committed to prutccl- 
iug a rare old-growth forest from 
industrial incursion. 

Coalititif) and alliance work is 
fairly integral here as reform-on- | 
em^d 'single issue' activism is alt 
too common in ihe US. Bourgeois 
en v iron me n ta 1 1 stn protec El n g 

itself again he a conservative polit¬ 
ical e Li mate find a worsening 
police state p radically farces ^ 
activists to compete with each r'.*. a 
others' campaigns for media and 
political ultcmion* Bridging these ® 
gaps Lias been a hallmark of the 
laic I 990 ji* but iioi without grow¬ 
ing pains. The endless debates 
about compromises in coalilions / 
with rcfarmisl groups are quite 
paralysing. Anarchists have 
Struggled with formal «mcl infor¬ 
mal heirarchies in the in famous ^ 

Head wLiters fares! campaign and 
liberal politicking in the cam- . 
paigns a! Minnehaha Free Slate in 'l / 

Minnesota., and at VaiE, Colorado, f 
where the ELF inflicted $12 mil- ■* 
lion worth of damage on a ski 
resort play ground far the rich in 
endangered Lynx habitat (see 
Funning The Flamest art tele Ehal 
fallows this). 


Making Connections 

Political alliances among direct action groups have 
been Inspiring bui also com m venial. especially 
around the prinulivbl/iKyndicaliNi and p^icL1ist/mi I i - 
iant debates. A newly farmed EF! alUnce with the 
United Steelworkers ol America h-is provoked criti¬ 
cism from some anarchists who see danger in ihe 
radical cco movement's cdllubomlkn wilh such a 
puppcE ol government. Alternately* forest activists, ui 
the Hud waters L-ampuign especially, have come 
under scrutiny by some syndicalist* Lor provoking 
Anger and hostility amongst logger*, Whui has come 
to be known a* "The Cult ol Non-Violence' has 
recently come under sharp criticism in the wake of 
Ehe Vail PR debacle, The debate continues, to rever- 
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be nice around ihu question ol (he represensadon t>r 
ik movement m the Earth First’ Journal and align¬ 
ment with Uuabomber Ted Kucaiuki and lilicroate- 
Jy, Julia 'love your memy' Butterfly i who's betm 
spreading the message from a redwood tree sit for 
almost two yew*), Kaczinski himself suggested (he 
mililitnl wing of LF1 ‘break ofl* (o lofTO a [ww isic- 
liom and an informal 'green anarchist network is 
slowly surfacing■ The lirsi American edition of 
Cm» Anurrhifl newspaper was recently primed in 
the Stales, and a rush of eco-anarcWit/primilivisi 
zincs arc circulating. 

Native rifsisiiiiKc and ecu shred union campaign* 
have merged and cross-polliBiilcd id both the US and 
Canada, maintaining encampments and organizing 
together. Thu Amcnv.in Indian Movement tAlM)hf> 
actively campaigned alongside fiirth First! in a num¬ 
ber or (duces, including Minnehaha Free Stale in 
Minnesota. Northwest forest defense camps, us well 
as on Mount Graham in Arizona, where the Vatican 
has contracted j University to build a telescope to 
detect extraterrestrial life for potential relligious con¬ 
version. A coni It i nn Of conservationists, eco direct 
actionists and Native groups in Montana has orga- 
mired to stop (he slaughter of the last wild bison herd 
in Yellowstone National Park. In Canada's Coa-d 
Salish territory (also known as British Columbia, 
I1C). the ongoing treaty process seeking to sign pre¬ 
sent day treaties to legitimize and continue the geno- 
elde of Native people and the theft of land, is 
catalysing a reaction. An inspiring, militant youth 
group in Vancouver called tbc Native Youth 
M Live me til has heen busy educating, reaching out to 
reservation youth, and participating in cross -mow* 
men! gatherings and demonstration 1 *. from Mu min to 
the MAI. Native resistance to colonization has been 
a major focus of solid aril y for while eco-activists. 
Support for Wolverine. Hie $htuhwaj> faniter wtm 
was jailed Pc] tier-style in the largest military and 


police mobilization in Canadian history in IWS, bus 
been continuous in radical activist networks, largely 
coordinated by Victoria's Settlers in Support of 
Native Sovereignty tSISIS}. Militant Native groups,, 
alongside black nationalists, leftists and anarchists, 
hold a mart'll anti rally in Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
every Thanksgiving during im annual 'Pilgrims 
Pride' march to chaltcEige the glorification of the 
Pilgrim contributions to Indian communities. 

A coalition led by AIM on the Pine Ridge LakoU 
Reservation in South Oaksitu recently held militant, 
spiritual marches just outside the reservation hoiLEid- 
ary to protest unsolved Indian murders and exploita¬ 
tive alcohol sales to Indians by white merchants. 

E Alcohol is banned on the reservation, thu* the place¬ 
ment of the businesses just outside the boundary.J 
One liquor store was trashed during the first march, 
prompting a heightened police presence in the others, 
but Lakota activists managed to set up nn encamp¬ 
ment in the town culled “Camp Justice,’ When 
President Clinton came to Fine RiJgc in early July to 
encourage 'development' on the reservations, he was 
booed and heckled lor Ignoring the constant viola¬ 
tions of art l#bK treaty and his failure to issue 
clemency for political prisoner Leonard Peltier, 

East Coast 

Pockets of BFlers arc active all around the continent, 
In the Southeast US. eco-activists opposing the 
infestation of high-lech wood chip mills in the region 
have blockaded and locked down to crones, gates 
and. machinery, and hung banner* cm massive export 
docks. Activists organize with local Native groups 
against nuclear power, white igprcntlkcists and |Joltce 
brutality, ami have recently started a regional 
Resistance Against Genetic Engineering (RAGE) 
network. In (he Northeast, HFf hits. laken direct 
at lion at pulp ami paper mills where dioxin levels 
threaten water supplies and community health, as 
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well as nclwmrking with UktjC ilalcVe amv 

mu nines. A rcgiona) anli-bmlcoh network 
has polled off M.'V£n| Id^h-pmlild actions 
against Monsanto and the US Dqionmeilt of 
Agriculture, and the Northeast brunch of die 
Biotic Linking Brigiide <HEtlU pied an animal 
geneticist ihis past spring. Many oco- 
activisit iia 1 actively citinpignin^ agiiiiist 
police brutality and m support of political 
prisoners, especially Mumia Abu-Jamal, and 
an excellent green anarchist rifle culled 
Tree flesh is out and about. Activist gardeners 
in Nei* York City have mobilisedagain *t die 
city's aggressive 'urban renewal' agenda chin 
bus resulted in a nwtr-consiant threat to com ¬ 
munity gardens. 


Midwest Malcontents 


Though the region k irucnulionally in fa* 
mous as a cultyml wasteland (well, should 
beh activist culture in i he Midwest is su pris¬ 
ing ty vibrant, Some Midwest eco-activiMs 
have focused on pro-democracy, End 
Corporate Dominance-sty to compuigns. as 
welt as forest defense in Northern Minnesota 
ami opposing an EXXON mine in 
Wisconsin. This past spring, Chicago EFI 
disrupted business at the largest merchant of 
old-growth wood products. Home DepOk hy 
locking down to shelving in die store mid 
pirating the store intercom for hours. The 
Annual liberation Front struck in April at 
the University of Mimicsuia, releasing lift antmola 
vandalizing offices, hiking files and video document¬ 
ing the udrttol abuse, TtlS Minnehuha I’'rue Siuic Mill 
stands m I lie way of a holly contested highway te* 
mite project designed to eul minutes otF comimiicrs' 
driving time to ihe suburbs and the huge Mall of 
America complex. The encampment protects one of 
tlie last urban green ships along the Mississippi 
River and u coId water spring considered sacred to 
the Metidote Endian h, ASM and EF! tinned up to 
stop the reroute, along with liberal preservation isis 
and university siudcrAs. After a raid by over 600 
police last winter the free stale was evicted.. Though 
she abandoned homes were demolished, people 
promptly returned and have squatted the site with 
tree-sits and a barrack-style dwelling ever since. 
Tensions between liberals and anarchists (hired this 
spring when aBioiic Hiking Brigadier tossed a pleat 
an ami-Indian state senator, A gem Pecan was recent¬ 
ly sentenced to 60 days in JtiiL 


The Twilight Zone (Montana and 
Idaho) 

Unlike ihe Midwesterners, ilk Wild Rockies aciiviste 
really arc as Iwmy US the home-grown rednecks— 
damn effective though, in l he Non hern Rockies, 
wild buffalo protection clTnris and forest defense 
campaigns arc challenging u fervent pro-caltlc. pri¬ 
vate property and timber industry climate. BuHllEo 
Notions has succeeded In greatly reducing the mini' 
hers of wild buffalo slang hie red io ‘prmeet’ the live¬ 
stock industry in Montana. One activist hurled a 
bucket of buffalo guts on the governor* a senator and 
the US Secretary of Agriculture, and miraculously 
got off with only a slap on the wrist. The defense of 
the largest contiguous unprotected wilderness in die 
lower 48 stales has been ongoing for eight years now 
and has temporarily hailed togging while appeals to 
the Forest Service are heard. Opponents of Jogging 
on publicly owned forest land have been pushing a 
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mereJings eiiid in 1998 Against the MuJtLluiEraJ 
Agrecmc^i on Investment, ivim more iraJe nr^m/u- 
is<ms with serial! k, implication* for activists of every 
stripe. 

In Oregon ami Washington. old-growth tagging oo 
public land* has provoked nenr-conslunl direct action 
caiiipaigns over ihc past five yewi, as ihc Iasi pink- 
cts df wilderness are attacked by JcNjicnite tofpora- 
lionis and i heir govern mem buddies in ihc Fores* 
Service In Oregon"* Caacadt Mountain^ the 
defense of Fall Creek l* in its Ibtli month, The 
Enchanted Forcsi Free Slate ha* grown io seven *Hs, 
ranging ftom 1ft) to 200 feet high in the cutGpy or 
the Clark timber sale of the Willnmestc Noiinn.il 



Police use cotton bud$ to daub pepper spray 
on the eyes of tocked-dawn activists. 

'zero cut on public lands' ngeiidu for a few yearn, 
hoping to save ihc few umroaded natkmal forests and 
restore the heavily logged ones, While samcwhfll 
reformist* und only a fragment of ihc solution to 
deforestation, ihe zero cut campaign has opened 
mnny average Americans* eye* to the fact lhat 
Tuuittn.il forests are esscntlaUy o government crop 
leased to the timber industry and replanted as tree 
fkrtn*. 

The Left Coast 


Forest. The l [ W) trigging season began on May Uay, 
and cnisly Bolls have been hard at work wmHng 
die toads, Jigging tunnels anti erecting blockade* nil 
spring. But, ulas! The evil ninth incry of earth 
(jednictkM ciunfi in lute June mid levelled the beau- 
lift]I iroll-y handiwork, filling funnels and pluckiqg| 
howling goblins from imnaH^ with ' r il< 

cranes. Currently, ihcre is a road closure, presumably 
to preserve fbe precious gravel ribbon ninflitig 
through OUR forest from farther creative outburst*. 
Spirits are high. and many faces, old arid new, are 
floating, through this summer, The EnchiUld I’Oresi 
attracts a new breed of activist. - .the daring, the dev¬ 


Twenty years on the West Coast is si ill the well 
spring or mast of the energy in the US moventem, or 
so wc like to say. They have big wild in the Rockies, 
but we've got the big trees. In the Western US and 
Canada, activist defence of the temperate mlnforeitf 
ecosystem hits been conHtnnt. From ihe t’alifonila 
redwHkHls to Alaska's Copper River della, tree sit¬ 
ting, road blockading, ami urban demonstration* 
have brought immense public attention 10 the crisis 
of deforestation, soil erosion, salmon decline, and 
the loss of biodtversiiy, not to mention stolen native 
land. The Chugoch KMtllC** area in Alaska saw its 
first ever EF!-slylc campaign in 1998. In the pristine 
tttlflfarett of British Columbia, ihc Forest Action 
Network i FAN) and local Nuxulk people have block- 
ailed and occupied tradition a I Nns.dk territory now 
claimed by International Forest Products- Several 
ships were blockaded in the Vancouver harbour last 
tall and spring by People s Action for Threatened 
Habitat (PATH) anti FAN to stop mw log exports of 
old growth, As well as continuously organizing 
around BCN forest policies and in support of First 
Nations sovereignty struggles, urban activists in 
Vancouver and Victoria mobilized in 1997 against 
the Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation sAPFC’l 


ilish, the stout of heart. Crusty unutho-lraps and rag¬ 
ing mantas are invited lo join the lun! Bnsccuinp b 
ongoing, Dt«s tree sit ting work.' Ask the baffled 
Forest Service, 

The forest movement furl her south in the redwood* 
has bin 11 an interesting alliance with sinking worker* j 
at Kaiser Aluminum Co., owned by Maxxum, the 
same company that is logging Hcndwilei* fotest. 
Ijist winter, the (isduslrtal Workers of the World, If! 
and steelworkers pulled off a dramatic Kaiser ship : 
occupation in Tacoma, Washington, and ihcn 
marched together In the Max sum timber town of 
Scotia, near Headwaters forest. More recently, the 
two factions teamed up at the Muxxam shareholders' 
meeting in Texas, where the steelworker; attempted 
to vote labor activists onto the company's board of 
directors. Steelworker darling Julia Butterfly is 
approaching her second year in the giant redwood 
tree. Luna. Tree sits are also being maintained on 
Gypsy mountain, near I he site where activist David 
■Gypsy' Chain was killed by a lugger. 

Desert Rats—the Southwest 

After sending most oTtlW public lands cattle ranch¬ 
ers and logging companies to where the sun don't 
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shine, Southwest: ueiivlscs now focu* on a virkly oi 
issues. Native-while alliances have been central: to 
direct action GMiptigDixig* where environment^ 
raeimii, nuclear colonialism. and the brutal enforce¬ 
ment of an illegitimate national border nuts rampam. 
A triumph some n*-ueiU*nury forces in the environ¬ 
mental move mem have rallied against imniLgruiion 
m an environmental threat, radical* and anarchists 
have acknowledged who 1 he real i mini grams are 
lihut would be us) by supporting Mexican workers' 
sir ikes at Hyundai \ Tijuana factory and Asarco 1 * 
CuntthAi smeller. mid organ i/.mji with, icidigctums 
stud Cbfcnmgroup*(and winning!) againsi proposed 
nuclear Waite dumps in West Texas and Soul hem 
California. Bco-Kfivisti continue tu support the 
Natives resisting she federal governments persistent 
efforts to forcibly relocate Dine iraxlitlonnlim* at Big; 
Mountain, on Arizona's Navajo fc&crv union, to make 
way for aci expansion of Peabody Coal Company's 
mining operations. At the Nevada nuclear test site, 
the Western Shoshone ciders and anti-nuclear 
activists continue their annual innss arrest notion*, 
see! 1 mg a shut-down of the test site and restoration of 
traditional Shoshone hinds. 

In Southern Colorado, Ancient Forest Rescue and 
EF! have teamed up with local Chteono subsistence 
farmers against Zachary Tay lor I Eh a wealthy 


landowner and dcsccndem oi a US president. 
Logging operations on La Sierra, a nearby mountain 
which Taylor claims to own, threaten the self-regu¬ 
lated flow of water to the agrarian community of San 
Luis, where traditional irrigation methods have 
maintained 'la genie" tthe people) through gene ra¬ 
tions, In Jurte following the EF! Round River 
Rendezvous, activists descended On the streets of 
San Lois with a puppet performance, and the follow¬ 
ing day around 40 people marched cn nuutt *mto La 
Sierra to stop Logging operation*, Three people 
locked down to two haul mg trucks on Taylor's prop¬ 
erty, while at die from gate 75 people erected n tri¬ 
pod- When Infamous EF! wannabe infiltrator Bony 
Clausen showed up at the gate, he was quickly 
exposed and followed to town where he was pied 
white reporting hack to his employers (the timber 
industry t on a peyphooe! 

Pastry Uprising! 

The Biotic Baking Brigade (BBBJ has spread 
throughout the continent flinging pi vs right and left, 
literal]y, Robert Shapiro (CEO of Monsanto), an ani¬ 
mal geneticist in New Hampshire, the director uf the 
Sierra Club and binieeh ^pin doctor Dennis Avery 
have all been pied m the last year. An anti-Indian 
senator tn Minnesota, the attorney genenil of British 
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Environmental Rangers 

"We’re cnvirtmiricntEilists, we're trechuggcrs ant) 
we're Liriued Do (he god damn teeth,"—Ric Valois, 

Environmental Ranger. 

The EbvLronincntal Rangers (ER) were formed in. 
ihc mid-19R(te and are hesi described as m eco-mtU- 
He, Staunch anil-racist* and "heart fell environmental 
Jsis B they are nsandy Vietnam War veteran* who feel 
they owe their sanity to (he heeling influence of wild 
areas. 

They started off by pm rolling: the mountains and for¬ 
es! oi' Montana and Idaho: "reselling wounded wild 
uni mills, threatening people wbo shoi coyora and 
mountain Lions, und keeping track of the Ul m indus- 
inn I encraachnienis into witdeme^ ureas." P rbey diteF 
engaged in monkey wrench mg. ciutings ienees, ripping 
tip mirvey slakes and disabling bulldozers Sn ihe inid- 
1 WUs they hud involvement in the Cove Mallard 6flU- 
logging campaign. As Rfc says; lB ihifi was my first real 
look al die whole non-violence passive resistance deal, 

These redneck Loggers were just JtrdJin upto ibe 
bSockadcs and bestin' the shis oui of these hippies.,.A 
Lni of those pit^esicrs never came buck.. So I decided 
to give die loggers, an altitude ajustment." In Poc.laich 4 
Idaho, he walked atuo a meeting of im loggers, min¬ 
ers und rujKhcrH. announcing that they lVLrd "...better 
slop heating up on I he we hippies... [and]-pick on 
someone who’* gonna fight back. I"m challenging every mm in this room because J think yoif re all a bunds 
n r m>good cfaickcnshil towards an<l MUe*- So throw down. boys, or (rei ihe fuck om of my fiusn.": 
Apparently nohotly took up ite challenge. 

SintP tJwn they have been active in ami-mining campaigns in Montana, liking on Pegasus Cold. Inc.. a 
company whre* mines leak cyanide into ihc surrounding vw. Efchausting all legal and nnn-violcrtl meth¬ 
ods. Ric reckons l !i;.i "don-violeoec is ulliitiatcly n COp~OtJl, a lack ol commitment. Armed, and seeming’ 
|y willing to have confrontations with the slate and corporation* over the destruction of wilderness area*, 
maybe we'll he tearing more from the Environmental Rangers. As Rk is fund of saying; "I've got eight 
l: I ions or mad. and four quarts of whnp-tiss for these no-good, londrapin vocksuekais’ I m ready to tip 
some heads off and slili down vtmc itceksl" Htttmitt... 

, Reliable [!| sources; The Putty Telegraph , Thursday April i«ih tW6 ami Arrnu magazine, November l<wTh 



Columbia (for prosecuting First Nations resisters at 
Gustal'soa Lake in 1995), the mayor of San Fransiseo 
(for anti’homeless policies), Bsury Clausen (an Earth 
First t py), and Chevron CEO Kenneth IX-rr were 
a]st) the subjects of delicious mischief. 

Genetic Engineering—Digging for 
the Roots of Resistance 

Re'llstance to genetic engineering (GE| has finally 
begun io laic shape in the U$ and. Canada. 
Neisvorkinu and action-group Fermi ill has been con- 
siLim fm the paM year, and the mainstream RBdia 

2JM 


bo ginning to cover the issues,, Those ot us ’who see 
I he need fur a radical action m&vcmfiiii in the Un i ted 
Slates rind ourselves Jn the middle of a hibernating 
and mild political scene. US activists have slowly 
been galheritig mtmicncum. with actions in gnxzejy 
store*, pneis conferences, the streets, and a couple of 
lidd actkttS, but even avenge anarchist* and mdi- 
cai?i are uninformed on I he issue. 

At ihc BiodeVo^lcUiOU 111 conference in Seatdc, 
Wsishington. in May tl was clear that we've got a 
way* to go before bring in g the real problems to com¬ 
mon cunycmitsFiess, People came with u wide variety 
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of tactics—labelling is a popular one, ns js generat¬ 
ing lots of basic usducatJonaJ material about Uve 
potential effects of genetically modi tied fbods,* 
Many US activists are convinced chat as soon as 'the 
public' finds out whirl is going on tJiey will demand 
labelling* thus pressuring faod producers to stop 
using genetically modified organisms. Wrong. Those 
Of us concerned about I he impact of biotechnology 
beyond the moral iciiJig nation of middle class yuppie 
consumers who ha ve access lo organic food arc busy 
educating people nbcH.it She crisis in agriculture in the 
Third World, imd the myths of scuretiy that provoke 
1 he ever popular question. “How will we feed the 
world?" Muny radical acta vims have er incited this 
type Of mentality, and the global food system Mf 
for creal mg dependencies through development 
schemes—the extension of colonialism, A growing 
number of people nre loginning to took at I he roots 
Of biotechnology beyond single-issue politic*. hut i( 
is only 1 he tina siep. The revolution we envision is 
nai going, to come one morning with a big bang and 
snap of the shades, a crumbling of aJE the skyscrap- 
ers and rusting oul nf all the pelmI-powered engines. 
El is a developmental process, umJ we must be capa¬ 
ble of gem;rating projects tlusl will move us there 
from where we arc now. 

I>urmg hearings about ihc USDA's organic stim- 
dmds. 250,000 people in the US wrote teller*, spoke 
»E public hearing h, und consiniclcd direct action 
campaigns, and all they said was—we waul quality 
organic standards. Thai this phti.se as obscenely open 
to interpretation is beside the point; wh:n sense does 
ii make m request rules from a centralized hierarchy, 
when the very values at Ihc mot of this hierarchy 
caused the problems of irimhinion. chemical ngricuU 
lure, mid genetic engineering? Alter workshops on 
die history of agriculture, colonititiisrn, and global 
tnide. the solution most people offer is lo support 
organic standards and buy organic IekmJ, As of yel, a 
philosophical critique und vocabulary lo discuss 
other modes of resistance aren't a significant part of 
Lhi: diseourac. Hue some of us are aiming to bring n: 
(here. 

The resi i]| the world Jibs been organising against 
genetic engineering far longer Ebon ihc US, but look¬ 
ing eo others' tactics is not the sol lie ion. Inspiring 
news from ihc UK and India about crop uprooting;* 
and burnings are djrlicuil to replicate here for sever¬ 
al reasons.. The US already grow* genetically modi¬ 
fied organisms commercially, 2E) million acres in 
seici. and the teal p(ofs of new crops me noi regime red 
wiib spec i lie location in inn mu inn. And because Use 


; ields marked as genetically modified are commer¬ 
cial, destroying crops polarizes activist* againsi 
farmers who, alter experiencing a dramatic crunch 
economically through the 198th ond '90s, depend on 
those crops for iheir precarious livelihoods. Just 
north of the Vermont border in southern Quebec, 
cornfields hug ihc roadside lor a solid half hour,, 
flagrantly displaying signs for NK (Novartis), 
Roundup Ready, Yield Guard, and Pioneer, a chat* 
tenge ihjtt by sheer volume, radical iieii 1 viols cannot 
imagine meeting. 

Thera -uc so nuny industry inuS government targets 
we could campaign against find many tingles from 
which different movement* can approach the issue*. 
But because (tinny activists have diverted iheir ener¬ 
gy teto counterproductive reformist endeavors, and 
because ebe discourse bus noi evolved past con¬ 
sumer-choice strategies, we Ehus fur lack die critieftl 
muss necessary for real resi stance. Once a few direct 
actions happen though, aeti vises will siart paying 
attention, absorbing ihc implications erf ihi^ new 
mode of technology und all the economic and eeo- 
togicoJ threals behind it, and hopeful]y die irifra- 
slruclLire we are currently building through ihc North 
American Bioengineering Action Network mid its 
an sc sauted regionaJ action networks will support a 
cooretinoted effort. 


Resistance To Globalisation 

Following the feud of Ruropean and Canadian 
activists, globalisation is becoming a hot topic in the 
US. Canada mobilized a strong opposition to Hie 
Multilateral Agreement on InvcftttKrtH iMAh Just 
year, especially in Montreal during the month of 
May, at the end ol which ItKJ activists were arrested 
blockading a push hotel where global linaiiciem arid 
right-wing politicians alterupled lo wine and dine. 

Zapatista support is spirited but erratic in both 
countries, with agutxJ deal o! technical support com¬ 
ing from various collectives Non-prorti organiza¬ 
tions like Shi: Riiinlbrast Action Network Lind Project 
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Undcrgmund have pulled high-pr^blc media 
Munis iiguinst Shell, OccidciMul Petroleum, UilOtiiL 
and Chevron, among others , for ecological and social 
devaMuitsn in cJw Third Wodd, Labor righut cam- 
p-iigm against iweaiibop iibuvcs by Nike, The 
Van Heuatii mi other muJbrwiionalu have provoked 
a major PR re:idjiJMmcrt from most companies. 
Several North American cities participated in the 
June ISlh day of action in finaiidEil callers. Large 
protest parades [ntik pkice tn San Rfwsiscoj Toronto. 
Boslon, New York and Loh Angeles, and a riotous 
anti capitalist 'rumpagc held the streets for hours in 
the skepj college inwn turned eco-activist hoi bed ol 
Bugene, Oregon, This coming November should 
heat up in Toronto and Seattle, where global trade 
conferences are scheduled by ihc free 1 rude ui the 
Apnerica> ami World Trade Organidation (WTO) 
ministers respectively. Another Globa! Day ot 
Action against globalization has been called for 
November 30th, lo coincide with the WTO minister¬ 
ial. Activists are planning a festival ol resistance, 
roadshows and an action training camp to prepare to 
confront (he WTO, 

If you're planning a visit to inir continent, gel in 
touch so you can And otn where the action is! Late 
November would be an excellent time to visit, as the 
WTO meeting in Seattle promises to be lertile 
ground to launch some ml*chevious deeds and revel 
in a vibrunt political culture. To find out more about 
ecu-resistance in North America a good place to start 


is The mack And Green Network at: FOB 1170), 
Eugene, OK 974411. USA. E-mail; raven@tiio.ca As 
welt as this never forget the Earth First? Journal — 
reporting on the spectrum ol global direct action. See 
page 34.1 for their contact details. 

To contact Buffalo Nations m Montana, sec 
w w w. wi Idrocfc ics,org/bu ffnl o, To find. out rtOft 
about tree sils in Oregon, check out 
www.efn.org/Mcdcloud and www.cctwchti.ore, 
email redcloud@efn.org or write PO Box 11L-2, 
Eugene, OR 07440. USA. Sun Fraiutwo's 
Whispered Media has produced a thrilling and intof- 
mutivc halt Hour video on the RBB—n must see. 
Order front their website (www.vidctructivism.tiig i 
or for SIS from; PO Bon 40I.W- San Fnndica, CA 
94140, USA; Emiiii; whisper^ energy-net.org 
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Fanning The Flames! 



During the night of October Iflth 1^8, cloaked in the dark of an almost new moon, two or more 
people crept along a Colorado ridge line leaving plastic milk jugs filled with gasoline as fiery call¬ 
ing cards at five buildings and four chairlifts.The 33,000 square-foot, 550 seat Two Elks Lodge was 
totalled, resulting in minimum damages of Si 2 million to Vail Associates IVAJ* in addition, a 
2.SOO’square-foot picnic shelter^ ski patrol building and one of the chairlifts were ruined, push¬ 
ing the total amount of damages much higher than the widely reported St2 million and making 
this the single most expensive act of ecological sabotage in US history. 


Only live days earlier, a court had ailed that VjiiE 
Hearts could prooeftd with Its Category ME expan- 
mh» min the Twlt I'lk> Roadless Area, despite I he 
objections of local environmentalists. The Colomdo- 
based group Ancient Fores! Rescue (AFR) hats led 
i hut opposition, noiing dial the development oi 2.200 
acres of additional doable terrain on public land is 
but a prelude lo VA's real plans I or building luxury 
condominiums, a new base urea and village to vil¬ 
lage gondolas « as much as 1,000 additional acres. 

i nc new ski area alone; without the condor would 
include four new* chairlifts, 12 miles of road and ski 
ways and a S5fl scut restaurant spanning Fwo Elk 
Creek, Ben Doon of AFR nuicd in the May/June 
issue of the Earth First! Journal thal/Twelve-hun¬ 
dred lugging irucks would he needed in haul away 
six million board feel of virgin spruce nnd Hr. In 
return for the destruction of this prolific roadless 


area. the public would gel hack a pitiful LS cenlv cm 
every dollar made by Vail Inc. on du* expansion, or 
tes* ihmi Si for every 556 lift ticket." Vail s net rev¬ 
enues la%t year were $2^1 million* garnered from 
Vail Moan lain and five utlter ski resorts, consisting 
o! six hotels, 72 Ttsslmiranls. JO retail anil rented out¬ 
lets, and over 1.300 condominiums Ahogclhcr- Vail 
Resorts already controls almost half of the Colorado 
ski market. 

The focus of the envEmumcnUil opposition , howev¬ 
er, was noc the unwieldy size of ihe corporation but 
the unforgivable destruction of ihe Just of the poten¬ 
tial lynx habicai in Colorado. Since 1435, only four 
lynx sighting* have been document'd m the state, 
and three of those sighting s were in ihe immediate 
vicinity of the proposed expansion. Even the 
Colorado Division of Wild life has staled t "If there Is 
any critical lynx habitat in the slate* this js u r VA 
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moved into the area immediately after the court hear¬ 
ing because .l listing of the lyns on the Endangered 
Species Act is pending, and its lifting will nirecssi- 
talc the largest endangered species recovery effort 
even crtcompasing 53 national forests arid 24 Bureau 
of Land Management districts 

A widely held suspicion that I he fires were set in 
protest of ihe Vail expansion was eoniirmed two 
day* after the fire, when ihe Earth Liberation Front 
(BLR issued a communique claiming responsibility. 
Suddenly, the HLF h an end rely underground group 
with no spokesiieople of office* was centre Mage in 
the theatre of national media. 

For information the media I tuned so what they per¬ 
ceived as ihe next hoi thing, the Earth First! Journal 
and the Annual Liberal ion Front press office in 
Minnesota (whal ihe hcck + HR, ALF, ELF. ihe names 
are similar!)- 

The story quickly fumed from the Vail arson arid its 
motives, io e^oHerrorism and Us perpetrators. Hie 
spark of ilucres' wjis whipped into a full-blown con¬ 
flagration hy longtime anti-cnvtronmeniiil ists Ron 
Arnold and Bany Clausen. Iltey immediately pul 
themselves forward as experts on ‘cco-tenorism 
and eontaciL-d every major media outlet to put their 
spin on ihe story. Lazy reporters tinted to disclose 
Arnold and Clausen'^ lies to the timber industry. 
Arnold has even gone as far as to ^ay. "We are out to 
kilt the fuckcrl. We're simply trying to eliminaie 
l hem... Our goal is to destroy enviramiietitiisni once 
and for all." In service of that agenda. Clausen and 
Arnold have dedicated iheir live 1 ! to portraying rroric- 
linc activists as violent temiriMs. 

The Rocky Mountain News mn with the story. 
i|utkEing Clausen saying, " the Earth hirst! Journal 
put out the call for action. They read die liicrature 
and 'hen 'hey go out and commit acts of sabotage. " 
Clausen continues m say B "die ecotenwisiTi move¬ 
ment has spawned Serial arsrmisis. no telling how 
many, who are going around ihe West/" Ron Arnold 
said i.n the national newspaper USA Today I hat " B lhe 
tires hnve J upped the ante" to the tactics used by ter¬ 
rorist* in Europe and the Middle East." 

While Clausen and Arnold were creating chaos 
nationally, internal philosophical tensions were 
fanned inio fall-fury- by the arson. Because the local 
activists in AFR align themselves with Barth First! 
but denounce sabotage, the wider movement was 
effectively split between camps supporting AFECs 
non-violent civil lI isoiledicnce and ihe Bl-F s itabo- 
suge. (APR had been in ihe woods establishing a 
blockade to ffcpp the logging (nicks the night of Ihe 



mom and was forced to retreai by the overwhelming 
law enforcement heat fortnight down by the fire.) In 
many ways, the scenario created a perfect forum in 
which io mureh out the never-ending theories about 
the relative merits of civil disobedience and sabo¬ 
tage. \ 

And march we did. forming ourselves into 
columns, flying die flags of our ideological prede¬ 
cessors (Judi Bari here. Ned Ludil over LhereS and 
attacking each other with the folrwxllusl and enmity 
perhaps totter reserved fofc.,welL>Ottr enemies. 

Willi ihe notable exception of a few descents lo 
name calling H back stabbing anti politicking. (ha 
debate flushed out the incredible breadth of diversity 
camped DUE under the Eurtli Find! banner in the? 
Stales. Underlying much of ihe leirdmi w\n the 
assumption that Barth Brat ter* need to agree aboul 
(he role of sabotage, an assumption lent credence by 
ihe existence of a ‘voice’ for the movement, the 
Earth First! Journal (which bravely bul very foolish¬ 
ly tried ID voice ihe spectrum of perspectives and 
was soundly spanked by the dogmatic.) 

It's templing to say that although no consensus was 
reached aboul ihe effectiveness of the Vail action, i 
healthy mutual understanding was. But there is m 
ultimate judge of the goings on. and even now the 
Iasi of her kind steak through the wooded volleys of 
ihe last of the big wild on magnificent, incongruous¬ 
ly lar^e while paws, hurtling hares in the snow and 
listening io the rambling encroachment oE the 
dozer... 

To read the intricacies of the debate, coniact: Earth 
First! Jimrmtf. PGB 1415, Eugene. OR L >74()5, USA. 
Tel: (541) 344-8004 

E-maUs eunh flnt^igc^rif Website; hliprtfwww, 
envirolink.org/oFgS/eti (Mdit ol (his article was 
swiped from ihe re.) 
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Paranoid Androids? 

One Nation Under a Barcode 


GreaE Britain, 1999: state snooping, intelligence gathering, and covert spy work is no Longer Just 
the job of shady police and security bodies like M35. Special Branch, the Met and co. These days 
Orwellian state surveillance and Big Brother technology Is an essential cog fn the cold consumer 
machine. Behind the computer screens, telephones and spy camera Lenses, the UK surveillance 
technology industry Is worth £2 billion a year Department of Social Security fDSSJ fraud invest!' 
gators, rail ticket collectors [aka Revenue Protection Officers!], TV ttcense squads, and private 
security firms like Group 4 are employed to work as the f Little Brothers' for the Big Brother Law 
enforcement agencies. Surveillance Is a part of the dally routine. 

Employees aft monitored for performance on the entering and leaving the shop wjl\ stunned against 


bus is. of amvefsations recorded or footle filmed 
during the day. Superstore loyally curds sure screened 
to identify Individual* by their continuer habits, 
credit rating, and maikctmg potential. And Insklc the 
home-every phone call made, internet site vtailed, or 
even programme watched on pay-hy-view digital 
television leaves it potential Information trull lo the 
door of I he law enforcement agencies. 

Stop and search powers arc being Used by police 
across the UK to target "illegal immigrants. benefits 
cheats und anyone "of interest' to ihc police"*, under 
ihe Public Rtlutions cover of a national cEampdown 
Lin dangerous cars. In September ] 998* as part of an 
ongoing campaign known as "Operation Mermaid', 
police roadblocks were sei up with immigration, 
DSS and Customs and Excise officials ready to Laitcr- 
rogace passing drivers. Mobile data terminals were 
used lo check license plates, National Insurance (N|) 
numbers* and to search c*Era information held on 
eemral government computer databases. Prior Id 
September over drivers h;id already been 

stopped, and 973 people arrested. In June when 1000 
vehicles were pulled over in one day. 113 people 
were put under investigation after disclosing unem* 
ploy men! or sickness benefit detajh, Similar scenes 
tnok place on die Louden Underground last year, 
where people without tube cards were stopped by 
ticket collectors only lo Eind police, immigration 
oEfadals and f>55 fraud investigators queuing up 
behind. 

Wlii I if Launching public Operations like ™ Mermaid’, 
police arc also mad testing new covert Intelligent 
police" [skil] operation* by linking visual starved* 
htnee to existing criminal records and database s, In 
Kent recent]y, a second hand video shop owner sus¬ 
pected of handling stolen goods was placed under 
surveillance via a hidden epmem. Every individual 


Police databases to build up a chart of colleagues ami 
friends, The police then passed on this information to 
the DSS. 'I railing Siaiidard* ami Health mid Safety, 
and Hie owner und colleagues ended up m conn, The 
shop ended Up closed; yet the owner had no idea of 
ihc covert surveillance that hud taken place. 

This operation, known as computer data matching. 
in turning individual government and police systems 
Into a single gtant electronic drill net. in which any 
one depart mein can interrogate data from any uther. 
For example^ under the Social Security 
Administration (Fraud) Act, ihc DSS were given the 
power to check dEita from systems run by the Inland 
Revenue and Customs and Excise*. DSS fraud inves¬ 
tigators can also check Information held on the 
Horne Office immigration, emigration, passport and 
prisons databases. And ax if all these investigative 
powers were not enough, the Security Service Act of 
I99fi gave MIS a new role in investigating crimes 
resulting un "financial 
gain'. However, the lina 
targets for the agency 
were not the whhe-col¬ 
lared corporate criminals, 
but Housing lie net it 
defrauders. 

Even if you have a 
respectable- nine to five 
job, and arc in a posi¬ 
tion to bypass the 
benefits system* more 
likely than not you wilt 
be pm under surveillance 
ill work. Covert cameras, 
voice recording equipment, 
and computer analysis soft¬ 
ware ure used everywhere 
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ifl track and monilur individuals in (he wntkptii.t- lime micnvct and e-mail traffic Ifi Decesnlltf 


Csuitiscni working m MipcnnarkcLsore togged mu to 3 
mainframe computer anil checked for the rate of 
baked bean cims they scan in a day. Phone operators 
employed in telephone call eenires are eavesdropped 
on and dieir Call Hand]mg Time performance mom- 



tored 1 . In most large chain Stores CCTV is 
specifically used lo watch the workers, as well as 
scanning for shoplifters, Theme pubs and petrol sta¬ 
tions position CCTV cumm over the (ills 10 moni- 
lor all cash transactions, and over computer termi¬ 
nate to watch over the operators. 

Today, employer* can invest!gale a person's 
lifestyle and history before hiring them. Under the 
(997 Police Act stuff managers can look at criminal 
Conviction eercilicJiles held on police databases** 
Random dreg tests arc appearing in the workplace, 
written an ihc fine print of the contract, or even made 
a compulsory pan oJ the interview process. 
Recruitment agencies automatically screen employ¬ 
ees through extensive references. computerised per¬ 
sonality and psychology tests, and in some cases* 
handwriting analysis, A recent report into workplace 
privacy by ihc Institute of Employment Rights said 
thal British employees were the most monitored in 
Europe* r In the same way thal banks one using data 
prufi lea of c uslome rs to track ered i t raliti g a ml spend¬ 
ing patterns. 1 he UK workforce is being put under the 
surveillance microscope and filed for luuire refer¬ 


ence. 

Online, freedom in cyberspace is being challenged 
byie for byte by the new technology anti backdoor 
Ipgislailon mobilised by law' enforcement agencies to 
police the internet All KU national police forces will 
m jcT-rt have die poorer to moniioi’ ail individual's real 


I99R Statcwalch revealed that the FU Council of 
Justice are pushing through legislation forcing all 
Internet Service Providers (SSPsj to hand over the 
account numbers and personal billing information 01 
any individual subscriber on production of a war¬ 
rant*. Like phone lapping, the authorities will be able 
to examine web sorting pal terns and personal e-mails 
as they sue sent over the net. Looking like a Euro- 
Poliec Act for the information age, the grounds for 
getting a warrant wilt “be infinitely extended to all 
forma of offence including public order or mahontJ 

security'"T ‘ ■ 

Travelling over physical milionat borders in 
Fortress ElHQpc is getirng tighter too, whether going 
to u festival, a demo ur a football fixture, Since the 
Heyscl Stadium disa.Mcr in May I9S3. football tans 
have been picked out for special Stale surveillance. 
They are logged on databases, recorded on OCTV+ 
wtih c sc lu siim orders, undercover foctihnJ I spotted'. j 
and hooligan hoi lines' all being used lo keep fans 
dawn ssnil the multinational sponsors and broadcast¬ 
ers smiling, Tbe Metropolitan Police Forward 
Intelligence Team (ftT) was at least initially aimed 
at both football fims (e,g: at Eum 961 and political 
activists fprimarily Reclaim the Streets), The fact 
that 1 he two are linked in ihis way says something 
quite revealing about policing priorities and utti- 
l\ides IJ . Every yeiir the National Criminal Intelligence 
Service (NC1S) receives around S.50<) intelligence 
reports on football fans from the 92 English pro 
league dubs! 0 , Inside r!ic Football Unit of (he NCTS 
this intelligence is catalogued, analysed and tiled on 
to the database and made available to all UK police 
forces. Every* time fans go abroad, ihese Ales art 
made tiVillablc m their European police cotmlcr- 
purts, and in ihc Case of two Cardiff City fans, soitk 
. ire stopped, arrested, interrogated and then deported 
back lo the UK 1 '. 

On ihc 26th May 1997* the EU Council of Justice 
passed legislation allowing national police and secu¬ 
rity agencies to link up databases, conduct joint sur¬ 
veillance operations, and share informal ion on any¬ 
one travelling in large group* to “political demon¬ 
strations, pop concerts. environmental protests and 
sports fixtures"^. Since then Trans-European police 
operations have begun to concentrate on the intelli¬ 
gence angle. For example, Danish hikers travelling 
to the I99R Custom Bike Festival were identified by 
Kent police from digital mug shots held on the 
Schengen Informal ion Sysiciti (SIS). And official 
figures show the SIS currently holds over 3.5 million 
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anything use only otic mil hi S as (wo will give a 


record* on file, including infcrni^iiun nn asylum 
WCCkCf^ immigrants. drug user* Hid compiligncrs 1 \ 
In September Iasi year h 50 people attend tug a 
People's Global Aciion seminar in Geneva were 
arrested in a dawn raid. Illegally detuned, they were 
phoEograpted* fingerpdnM and photocopies mm Je 
of lheir pAssporti. No infomiaticm was available to 
say whether this material would be desimyed. stored 
tin Swish database*. nr made available lo European 
police cm the Schengen system 

Don't Got Too Paranoid., 

In the UK, government and corporation* arc Unking 
[crlmcilogiejil antis, budding surveillance mocha* 
nismi Into every comer of noddy, li is impossible to 
esEmiLite the scale ni ait this technology ami of stale 
inlrusions into cftir lives, Personal anonymity is being 
erased w ith every new computer system and ckwtcd- 
circuii camera, 

But at is worth remembering the restraints this tech¬ 
nology operates under. They are restrained by ihc 
cost of the technology and I hey are restrained even 
more by the cose of labour. h costs £100 million ft 
year in wages iint to monitor CCTV systems in I he 
UK, Ultimately the technology has to be maintained 
by humanity and is vulnerable to human error, 
Networks will fail, systems will crash and data will 
be 'unremovable\ Surveillance operations cost time, 
money, and manpower, stud Big Brother stings like 
'Operation Mermaid' are designed primarily to 
iniimklatc the poptilatieft into compliance. 

Therefore we fthouldni be frightened by these 
'crackdowns', precisely became that is their primary 
purjKisc. They rely on fear and paranoia to Achieve a 
deterrent eficei—they will swoop in, inuke examples 
of a few people and I hen be gone again, DSS mad- 
blocks, bene Til fraud crackdown*, yellow lull inspec¬ 
tors on the trains, drug* squuds comp lei e with sniPTcf 
dogs that make periodic raids un I ruin stations—till 
of these are too expensive |o he used all the lime— 

I hey are confined lo particular areas and Co a short 
space of time. With u little bit of intelligence ii is still 
possible to play on their weaknesses and slay one 
step :iliL'ud of the state surveillance machine... 

Fight Back! 

* Consider every piece Of data us a weapon that may 
potentially lx i used against you—from an address 
on u competition form to the information con¬ 
tained on (he electoral register Evening informal ion 
has been passed on to Ihc I nlund Revenue ami the 
DSS in ihe past). When pulling your real name to 


more accurate match on computer hies. 

* Multiple identities are not difficult to manufac¬ 
ture- Reverse initials on forms and bills, change 
two digits of your NI number, and give as little 
information as necessary. 

■ Think about the phone calls you are making. 8T 
wit! sometimes pass on billing Information direct 
to policy who use analysis softw are eo create per¬ 
sonal profile h of contact networks, friends etc. 
When planning actions don't run through the 
entire phone tree in one go—or you Could inad¬ 
vertently end up disclosing more information than 
necessary. 

* Employers hive to inform you if they intend to 
record your calls, film you at work or monitor 
your e-mails. A number of cases have upheld this 
point in ihc European Court of Human Rights 
under Article 8 of tli-e UN Declaration of Human 
Rights, With e-mail, unless you are using strong 
encryption, assume ihut every mail you send is an 
open letter that cun be rend by anyone. Use 
encryption software Mkc Pretty Good Privacy 
which is available as freeware on the iniemct at: 
blip:WW W w^.pg pi n IGntiil iona [.com A Item a r i vc ty, 
use free e-mail services lo set up a temporary line 
of communication when orgimisj ug act i arts, regis¬ 
tering in ji false name (see box on ihc J IK website 
in /line IRih article on page 31). 

■ Apply to Uneui councils, businesses and police to 
sec camera footage taken of you. Under the 
i ..n-Lipcsm Data Protection Directive yem have a 
right to sec whac dalu and images are held oei you. 
Applu .M I'Hih tor information are made through ihc 
UK Data Protection Registrar 

* Likewise, apply to see whac information is held on 
government (iles a You can apply to civil agencies 
like the DSS. or police authorities like I he NUIS to 
see what information j* held on file. For more 
informal ion contact (he UK Data Protection 
Registrar. 

* Silence, non-disc Insure and duplicity is Ihc best 
route to retaining anonymity and creating multiple 
identities. One individual in ihc US who ended up 
m coup lor holding false documents got t± medical 
Hutu io say that he hud temporary amnesia and 
couldn't remember filling out ihc original forms,, 
He was found not guilty. Use your imagination 
and let chat split pcrtfimnlity ran wild? 

(Ffiir more suggestions on becoming "invisible 1 see 

'Now Yon See Me.,. r section m Fr&m Knapping IS? 
Chapping on page 302.) 
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Contacts 

Pri i ac_v I n Ic mu l ion ill PO Box 3157. Brighton, 
BN: 2SS+ East Sussex, UK. 

Webs tic: huj rJftmwptlvmy.Qtg 

Stalewattfi. PO Bns 1516, London, N1SOEW. UIC. 

Websiic: h u p-JJwww ,sutlewntcfiorg 

UK Dsfta Pnnectmn Regtalrm*, Wycliffe House, 

Water Lane, Wili^slow, Cheshire, SK9 SAP, I K 

Webs He: http i/Zwww, hmsti -gW-Ilk/bcts/llCt s ] 998/ 

l 99 SQQ 29 r htm 

Privacy Internal Janata 'Big Brother Survival Kit' 
ta recommended. Contact Privacy fntemati&rtal or 
for information e-mail: btraurvLviilk it^ yahoo.com 

Footnotes 


wi?h\ He 


ft 

7 


1 l p n v ait - v Intfmjstimittl 
w ww.pri 

2 Wrtkly.OHISfl*. 

.1 Cnaiirainkitbon ViVirttrr^ Union. Ifrt 
The BftHriwiy, London. SW|9 JkX, 

4 Section^ (00-1 IQ. Mice Aci {997 

5 life/ J \p btCt y 5 pivdr if. EEK. I 77 
Abbeville hCijuU. L-Mifkin. SW4 9RL 
Sialcwnlch. V<a| K & 

RNsl 

■K sViirvirriliJdvtrr, CtV l r tfWfi Sn^mi' 

Cvtntuh Astogale. IWL 
V See 'Tl« fCnkpirc Suikirv Hjl, k. iJk* 
/Jj‘r No. 6, pujJf 137, 

IC? NCI 5 Annual R^in iWf, Efl EIeix. 
:stKMj, Loaded 5111 SEN, UK. 

11 t' jvl' ill the Boone Biflhtri. Contact 
i.ifoeny London^ l&ftJ, 

12 Slfltewwcli Kepxu2Wm& 

|J fyndsr .^nTj'WiP.ic'f 3 ‘iWS luMicf, 

1 ond'iiL UK. 


to SshNEWS 20ft. 23ltl April ITO, -sec page 333 for 
contact details) hum saboteur* in Dorset were de- 
niiLiked and (heir luiodud tops ccmliscaled alter ibe 
jmlLcc declared the whole county "an area of pcn«:n- 
ii.hi serious disorder . In Oxfordshire. Thames Valley 
Police used i he new law at the ants-vivisect™ 
demonstrations ai Hillgmvc Farm. where they forced 
people to de-rruLhfc. arresting one person who refused 
i lI do so. K was also used in Tile City of London on 
June 18th (sec page 13 where some people leaving 
Liverpool Street station had iheir masks pulled oft by 
the poliec. 

Knihcr than being imimickted into noi making up 
we must find ways around ibis law. One way to do 

this ta to encourage more peo¬ 
ple to wear masks on action*. 
The police may be able to 
demand i he removal ol 5 or 6 
people's mask* but 51H 3 or 600 
shsiuld be more of a problem. It 
shim Id also provoke a more 
strategic* w s ider look at nur tac¬ 
tics. Learning., and Using* smith- 
ads of dealing with surveillance 
teams, snatch squad* and police 
intimidation of individuals mint 
become second nature for us. 
Additionally (he police cun only 
de-mask us if they are there; so 
maybe we .shooEd he thinking 
about less 'sei-pLeec' deinon- 
siru t Lon s and eon frofiCation s 


Beware the fashion police— 

Wviirr waiter, there V a Cop in my *uit* 

As reported iifh the £brf/i First-* Action Update (No. 
55* Jan/Feb W. see p. 333 fenr contact dctaita l a new 
law regarding covering your lace to prevent iden- 
C ili cal ion— masking up—came in Co force on March 
l it 1999. The Crime and Disorder Ae( 1998, 5ce(ion 
25-27* states chut U pL aiiu[s| at preventing violence by 
giving Che pdiee new power* So unmask potential 
violent offenders." This law can only he used if a 
pot ice officer of Inspector rank or above fears ^seri¬ 
ous violence or disorder in his/Tier area" and gives w 
order fur you to de-mask". If you do rot "remove 
any item which the constable reasonably believes 
you are wearing wholly or [lardy for tlie purpose of 
concealing your identity" then you can be anrch-tL-d, 
They also have the power Co confiscate and destroy 
the materials used to mask up wiih.The police ha ve 
beeia swift m miplemeEiting tills nL'w law- According 


with the police* and mure about surprise hits and 
mobile actions on nur awn terrn^. Al>.ive id I chough, 
wc mustn't be put off—whoever laws they ihrow at 
us, we'll he ifiL-re. wfibnuing to resist, 

Millennial Paranoia 

if tty 'rt' Coming ia Take U* Avay, HaHatieeHef ,., 
From pLLtiic stories in the press. Co drunken eon versa- 
Mans in the pub and conspiracy theories in New Age 
mugs-—everyone'^ got something Iei say about the 
Millennium bug. Here’s our jwirny ^ worth: if -Hotne- 
budy tells you they know atrtlwiiUtiLvdy what will 
happei l as a result of the Millennium bug. T .diiin’c 
believe them! Whether Ifs top programmers or speed 
freaks, the truth is that nobody knows. Fill placing 
my bets on hangovers and a bit of an anti-cbmux. the 
statu however is not. Operating on either exclusive 
information or Lbe precautionary principle the .kiluc is 
preparing, ft?r possihle majot chaos. This is not h 
denuded conspiracy theory—it ccames directly from 


vn 
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tJwir moults. A computer whi // ctmunis^imcil id 
write a report far the Metropolitan Police said that lie 
fears “panic Lind civil disorder as electricity, gas and 
filler supplies fail. Hunger as food supplies dwindle. 
Gridlock in major cities as traffic lights go nui,." (Thr 

Clmniiim, 26 / 5 / 99 ); 

This ArTriiic.eddoni scenario is unlikely—but possi- 
hie. Mere likely is major disruption for s«ric local 
uuthstrilres.. Interruption of hunclil payments tor a 
few weeks is possible in at least some areas, which 
could result in serious riding. Whether any of this is 
going id happen nobody really knows* but w long 
ago as January the Association of Chief Police 
Officers revealed Miai " fc 3El police forces (have] can* 
celled leave in anticipniion of the collapse of public 
utilities" (Ttl (Vmm/win* 18/1/99). The National 
Crime SipiLiil (chi' naimmi] police coordination 
■ irgauisuiion] has also cancelled all leave. 

We will get our first inkling of whi.it they Intend 
with the policing of the eclipse (on August I Ith '99) 
which they have admitted will in part be used as a 
Millennium training event. This is not surprising 
considering that the bead of the pc>|acc "Millennium 
Co-ordinalion Committee 1 Is John Evans—the Chief 
Constable of Devon and Cornwall More worrying 
chan lhe police preparations for lhe hug Is the 
mvolvcmem of die military. In the same January arti¬ 
cle LjuocetS above, Chief Consiahlu Evans con Armed 
(hat “"calks with [thej military are already underway 
incase of civil disruption u~s a result 
of the hug...Army helicopters are 
being m« lc available id airlift the 
police to different parts of die coun¬ 
try tn ihe event of dinurbincaa^ On 
July GSlh The Tunes curried □ front 
page article entitled “Soldiers pull 
out of Kosovo to deal with millenni¬ 
um bug chaos’. Though If* worth 
taking die article with a pinch of anil 
il does make Jmeresting reading — 
coining as il dstes from a newspaper 
close to ibe security services and 
read and written by ihc establish- 
ment- 

"Thc SAS ami other special ser¬ 
vices are id deal with outbreaks of 
civil disorder ami ihe collapse of 
utilities under secret plans being 
drawn up by (lie armed forces (o 
cope with (he millennium hug., .The 


pure for ihe critical day of September 9, or *OT/99. 
when the scale of the computer chaos could! Income 
apparent. Half i he combat troops tire to he withdrawn 
from Kosovo by the end of August, a total of up to 
2:0011 soldiers. [Operation Surety],... is designed to 
ensure that essential government and civilian | inter¬ 
esting distinction!! functions can continue between 
September and February...PJannens fear ihat com¬ 
puter failures could Leave install aborts vulnerable lo 
criminn) or terrorist attack. Armed troops* some with 
tight tiiuks and heavy weapons. will be deployed to 
guard likely i.ulvin such els airports. In ihe worM mv 
njirio, tame form of martial law might he necessary 
in localized areas. Eight lending Financial instiluimns 
hove asked ihe MoD for protection. Individual chief 
constables will call for military back-up if security 
system ini In res lead to looting and civil disorder... 
The Royal Navy will concentrate on Ihe English 
Channel., *Thc Royal Marines' counter-terrorist ud.il 
arkd ihe Special Boat Squadron will be on stand-by to 
hoard ships.. + A decision on whether leave for die 
armed services should be cancelled Liver ibe millen¬ 
nium will be taken after .September, when the extent 
of the problem could emerge. The military has been 
lesiing iis new communications systems over the 
past two weeks. Problem*, have been discovered anti 
senior officers say they may have to rely on older 
radio technology/' 

Cynical os l am, when The limes Talks about mar- 

tial law. 1 .stun to Worry. If you 
ihink 'troops on the sireci is run ihe 
kind of thing that happens in this 
country', look m Northern Ireland 
which has been under martial luw 
I nr nearly thirty years [nr ihink of 
the tanks outside major airports 
during the Gulf War], My advice is 
not to get paranoid, bus watch the 
unfolding situ mion. Read the 
papers aimed at Ihe upper middle 
classes—see what ihcy'rc being 
told. If you"vc got friends or rela¬ 
tives in the forces ask ihem what — 
if anything—They've been cold. 


extent of ihe military 1 ! role hw been 
disclosed us i he armed services pee- 




Don't scaremonger, and remain 
sceptical of anyone who lei Is you 
they know what's going to luppcn P 
As l said earlier. I'ttr expecting a 
vast ami-climax, However ifs 
worth being well informed. A* 
countless kids around campfires 
are laugh! m say —'He Prepared", 


0q of 01c -Vbieei frem the ecoLogkal resistance He, a 


293 


















Lessons from the North of Ireland—Anti-Terrorist Legislation 

", jy we lose in Belfast we have to fight in Brjxton or Birmingham »# Perhaps what is hap 
pening in Northern Ireland is a rehersat for urban guerilla wan, " - John Briggs MP, 1971* ' 

Terrorism is io be dclincil us “tlic u*e of serious 


Od list November 1974 bombs e^ptoded in two 
Birmingham pubs. killing 2\ people and injuring 
over 160. Within $ days the ^Terrorism 

(Temporary Provision*) Act was introduced. It [tMiik 
ju hi 17 hours to pass and nobody voted against ii, 
The Act included provisions for banning orgwitia 
lions, arbitrary arrest, powers us exclude people Irani 
Britain imd detain suspect* for seven days without 
chargr. eouri hen ring or appeal.. People became 
guilty until proven innocent* and were often noi even 
[old wtml die choices against Mwtu were. 1 

Twenty seven years of struggle in Northern Ireland 
have shown how the British Slate responds to politi¬ 
cal conflict and civil war. Tbc role of law m Northern 
Ireland, is chuniefefcjfiifld by die erimijiulisation of 
polilical dissidents, die militarisation of tlic pul lee 
and the politicisation of the COU4us* Brigadier Frank 
Kitson. an influential figure in British law enforce¬ 
ment, wrote h 1Tie law should be used as jusl another 
weapon in the govern mentis arsenal, and in this ease 
it becomes little more than a propaganda cover fur 
the disposal of unwanted member* of the public ".' 

Policing in Northern If eland as a “laboratory situa¬ 
tion^ for the problem's facing British policing. The 
array of military-type hardware and the increasing I y 
violent and militaristic trends in mainland Bn tarn all 
had [lieir test run iti the policing of Ireland. 4 Now- the 
government is altempting to impose permanent and 
sweeping anti-terrorist legislation lhat will lake in 
every [live from the SR A through to Bulh First’ 

In December 199b the government published a 
con siil tat urn paper «n Legislation Against 
Terrorism* In ific light of moves towards peace in 
Northern Ireland they propose to get rid of tlie tem¬ 
porary Prt?v*j|ff 0 « of Terrorism (PTA) and 
Bmcrgency Provisions I ERA) Acts, replacing them 
with a permanent low. retaining many of the FTA’s 
terrifying powers of arrest and dele r lion* and 
extending them to domestic Terrorism"— us! 

The document states that “Animal rights, and tb a 
lesser extent environmental rights activists, have 
mounted and continue to pursue, persistent ud 
destructive campaigns. ..While the level of terrorist 
activity by such groups is lower, and Che sophistica¬ 
tion of their organisation and methods less well 
developed than that of some of the terrorist groups in 
Northern Ireland..,there ls nothing to indicate that 
the [hresit tlircy pose will go nway* B,T 

2^4 


violence against persons or property. or the threat so 
use such violence, Id intimidate or coerce a govern- 
muni, the public tar any section of the public lor polit¬ 
ical. religious or ideological end*.” Tht: tenn serious 
violence is used to include serious disruption, fat 
example attacks on computer installations or public 
utilities. 1 Alarmingly, powers under Section WJ of the 
CM, fmjueotiy used on demons rations to allow 
random stop and searches* are triggered by M S«dQUN 
violence 91 # exactly the mime words as promised fur 
the new Act:* 

Under Ihe proposed legislation the government s 
powers to ban uciy organisation (or Traill" nrganisj- 
tiun) deemed terrorist Would he extended to include 
domestic terrorists- 111 It is also proposed to make it in 
offence to collect, record or possess information 
which might be useful to terrorists 11 —this could 
mean the end of the Corporate Watch Address Book. 
Squaring Up io the Square Mile, Or even bsis ol 
Genetic test sites! 

Much iif what results from these proposals depends 
on public opinion and media image.. It is ulready easy 
for the government to begin to classify animal right* 
campaigners us terrorists, and recent coverage of 
ecological direct action—particularly the June Ikth 
Carnival 11 —-suggest dial it they tried to damnify m w 
terrorists the media would be unlikely to dissent, 
Consultation on live paper finished m March JW0, 
Lind tfcie Home Ofliuc are considering she results. 
They would not commcm on when it might become 
law,,, 

I Mrfra/ Triah m firiitUit by l^lcr Haiti OvNliui, IflW) 
P-2?5 

2. fbUL p.22B/2jn 

3. /jurmilfi- Gperatiom: SubvtrjtarU ft WlfMKy aiW 

Counter hy FlngiHlict F-nuik. Kit*uri (Fiber, 

i#71 ] p.fli 

4. Op Cff. rvn?r I [din. pJ226fm 

5. I^jjthhuwn Agubtst i eunsuhatMin doc^mit 

pubUlM frn [lie UK Qammtm It"* jl^oum iht nu-b .ir 
w^^.omctalHJsMJunKiils.cirH ylJJi^uriWflLi'^ail fc/4178 htm! 

h SM. Partic ii lary Chapters 7 i AfTHtl | oiiJ it I Detention i 

7. litul. Cleiplcr 2 rtfefmilicMi of Tent-mm) porn. 3,10 ark) % 11 

8. Hml QifJfcor 3, para 3.1 6 and 3.17 

■>. Cfimiwil Justice Mil Fiihiii Onter Act, 19M, SflCtionfiQ. 

111. A$ahwf frmjnim, Chapter 4 l Frovm prion K 

19 Lr$litaii$n Agtiimi TWtiirtiii, Clupler 12 FAnldllfto 
Cirefmk 

12- e/ Afrfml any ol tlie UK (lltioaflft hew^Miper^ tor SimrUay 
Juiw I Ml I^W, 
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IIElIjsriPvt- Farm in Oxfordshire in cfoe last breeder of cats for vivi¬ 
section in Ehu UK. It ken the liir^ci of mnnnuous _ 
direct Qcliou :md dernfitfutradons (or ihcr Iasi ihree years. 

[liere frirec ken u number of p$up[c sent lo prison for 
vnriouii connected offences. For mure details on the cam- 
fNil^n against HdJgrwc Farm, and recent prisoner updates, 
contact: .Save the Hit]grove Cats. Box CB, 11 L Magadakti 
Rood. Oxford, 0X4 IRQ. UK. Telephone: 012] 632 646(3. 


Prisoners Of War 


'If the 'innocent' deserve our support, then the ’guilty* deserve 
ft even mare - nikos Maziatis, imprisoned Greek anarchist. 

We believe that a// prisoners are political prisoners. Sadly, how* 
ever, we could not hope to cover everybody Inside, so below we 
have listed only a small selection of long term direct action pris- 
oners, ft is vital that we support these people. Life inside can be 
hard, but most of all it is Just extremely boring and Isolating. By 
writing to a prisoner you can help to alleviate both. Writing to 
someone you don't know may seem daunting at first, but it does 
get easier. You could start by sending them a short note on a post¬ 
card to brighten up their cell wall. Always remember that all mail 
is read by screws so don't say anything that could incriminate you 
or others. For details of more ways you can help to support pris¬ 
oners, and for listings of short term or remand prisoners, contact 
the London Anarchist Black Cross (ABC) or get a copy of Spirit of 
Freedom newsletter (see Prison Support Organisations at the end 
of this article for their contact details.) 

UK Prisoners 

Barry Honit VC 2141* HXfP hull Sotlrm, Moor Lnne, York, 

YtM IPS, UK* Animal liberal in nisi sentenced to a iuijL of IB yeiirs 
for arson at several premises on the Isle of Wight and attempted arson 
m Bristol. Currently recovering following a 68 day hunger strike protest 
ing against vivisection. 

Tony Humphries AP 7965, HMP Swulesld*. Unihimni Road, 
Kastchtirth. Silverness, Kent, M l\ 12 4I>Z* UK. Tbny is an animal lib* 
eralion activist who was sentenced in March 3 999 to 7 years impris* 
nmnenl Ibr conspiracy m causeexplosiagu! and 2 years rto run con¬ 
currently) for possession of explosives. 

Klim Mux Icy, l I In Ruder hi id Aiij;l« he r un nil at; MM 
Institution Ctirlun Vale, t‘«rhni Rond, Slirling. FK9 5NU, Scotland 

ttfeer they broke into n I lorn my laboratory complex. on Loci) Coil in 
Scotland where the sonar signals fur Trident nuclear submarines are test¬ 
ed They threw computers, printers, fax machines, telephones into the 
waier and destroyed a lest mom* in acrid nnlcnAiand an outside winch. 
They are currently all on remand .iWaiting trial in September 1999. For 
details of the outcome of this trial contact: Trident Ptovghstnret 
-000, The Orcenhojsc, 42 46 Bethel Street, Norwich. NR2 I NR, 

UK, Tel: 0L603 61)953. E-mail: reforest Jpcxwg 

Simon 'Bwlgtr' Richards JJ[[ 4611* HMP BltmdetlPW, D Wing, 
Utesloft, SufTtilk* UK Was al Guild furd jinfi-iruud camp (sec piigc 2 
Do or Dii r No* 7j» Sentenced eip four years for animal libcnilLDn 
actions. 
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The GANDALF Trial Update 

In January 3 996, as u result of si massive joint 
police LLibJ sccurily servlets operation, four editors 
of t/ffnf AfUtfVhisi fGA) newspaper rod tWb peo¬ 
ple from the Animiif Uh^nimm From Snpp0mn 
Group (Al.FSG > magazine were ue rested for con¬ 
spiracy to incite persons unknown to commit crim- 
mill damage. Over the next three years one person 
was Bound ntH guilty* but three editors of GA were 
found guilty and sentenced to three years impris¬ 
onment. They were eventually released on appeal 
and the redlining I wo eases were dropped , The 
trial has enormous impli cal ions for anyone 
involved in,, or giving favourable coverage to. ille¬ 
gal direel action* (For more detail* of this case see 
the letters oft page 230 of this issue, page 129 m Do 
or No, 7, or Write to Gm r ti Anamhisl at; BM 
1715. London. WCtN 3XX, UK ) 


Italian Anarchists 

On 5th March 1998 Italian police arrested 3 anar¬ 
chists nn serious charges of subversive association 
for the purpose of constituting an armed gang. They 
were accused of various cases of direct action linked 
to the popular struggle against the construction of Ehe 
high speed rail way Through the Val Di Susa in 
Piemonte* Now only one of the 3 arrested anarchist* 
remains alive, Bdolido Miwri, a 3R year old anar¬ 
chist from Ivicu, died in die Vallutie prison in Turin 
on 28ih Mureh 1991!. The authorities said He hud 
hanged himself with a bed sheet. Maria Solcdnd 
Rosas 22 years old and from Argentina. Hanged her¬ 
self on 11 July—choosing eIic lime day anti si me Co 
die m her companion Friuardti- The anarchist and 
grass roots oppositional movements have reacted to 
the deaths angrily and forcefully. On 4th April, in 
Turin toll owing lltkiurdo^ death, there wu* u sevej 
a! thousand strong national demotiMnuton, and the 
day after Maria’s death (here was a street blockade 
there as well The surviving prisoner, Silvano 
PdisscrOi undertook a month long hunger strike Ufttil 
on 22 nd July he was finally transferred from the 
maximum security prison of Novara lo house arrest. 

Also in Italy the tour anarehutts he low, already 
serving 3 years and 4 months each for a hank robbery 
tn 3^M, received on additional 6 years and 6 months 
sentence (apart from Carlo who got 7 years) for 
imLiihcr bank robbery. Antonio BudiitL A ia Prut I 
Nuovl 7* 2705H Viiftheru* Pavia* Italy. Jean Weir, 
Via bai tn|o |,(»il^o M2, Ik 1156, Ronw+ Italy. Carla 
lesseri, VI n Li'opairdl 2* *1934 Foreninbnfif, 


Pesaro, Italy* Christos Strattgcptilon, Aia 
Sforzesca 2SHH Novum, ituly* 

Orlan do Cum pm. Via Delia Mncchie 9, 57HH) 
1,1 vnmo, Italy, Despite a complete lack of evidence 
Orlando was sentenced to 22 years imprison ment for 
allegedly participating in the kidnapping and evcnlu- 
al murder o( a wealthy Italian business mans wife in 
1990. Orlando has always maintained his innocence 
of these charges. His sentence has been seen us the 
opening blow in die series of frame -ups of Italian 
□narthliis in recent years. 


pbr more details on the mpflewdoft and Iramfi-tq^ 
experienced by anarchist* in Italy owr the last lew- 
years gel a copy ol. Unmmmitabtw —for a topy 
mtihI .ill A I S M ..il l ■ i dim,limn l"i ■■ "p>my m. IWI 



Uriidon, WCIN 3 XX. UK. 


North American Prisoners 
Albert Cinque Woodfox 72148, CCH Upper F 
[sola I ion, LA Slate Prison. Angola* LA 79712, 
USA and Herman Wallace 70759. tXR3. LA 
Stale Prison, Angola. LA 79712, (.ISA. Albert 
WcjtxUbx und Berman Hooks Wall ace arc two former 
Block Panthers charged with the 1972 slabbing and 
Jeath of Brum Miller, a Louisi jou prison guard. 
Hooks lias received continual harassment for his 
prison activism. In February 1999* ulcer a iham te- 
trial ibr the original 1912 conviction* Albert wfti sen¬ 
tenced to natural life with no possibility of rdea.se. 

Harold ..apron 93992, Turney Indus!rial 

t*riMici b Rnule I, Only, 'ftnnesw* 57140*9709, 
IfSA. Harold tin anarchist who in 1979 was sen¬ 
tenced to lift und St) years for the robbery ol a jew- 
elLcrs, killing a police informer who had murdered 
his partner and u shooting incident in Ohio lie was 
also later given an extra 32 years for a lulled escape 
attempt. An active jail bouse lawyer thur helps othci 
inmates Harold has resent I y been brutally attacked 
robbed and placed in segregation for his own safety 
doe to inmates from the racist White Ay ran 
Brotherhood working hatid-ta-band with prison 
officials. Please write civil letters 00 Humid's hehaiJ 
to: Warden Jack Morgan. Turney Centre Industrial 
Prison, Route I. Only* Tennessee, 37140*9709* USA. 
Humid also needs around £ I (Kl to hie a lawsuit ie. if 
you can, please send donations Ms; Friends ot Harold 
Thompson. PO Box, /S75, Knaphill, Woking. Surrey. 
GUI l 2 XL* UK. A collection of Harold's writings 
und poetry entitled Thty Wltl ffrver Grt Us AH! is 
Avnilubte for £2,00 (including postage) fn«u Phiin 
Word/:. PO Bok 3KL Huddenifield, HDl 3XX, I'K- 
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Leonard Pfeiffer K9ft37-m, PO Jins IPOD, 
Leavenworth, KS ftftfMH, USA* Leonard, an 
American Indian Movement activist, Was targeted lls. 
ji subversive by (be secret Counter Intritigcrice 
Programme (COINTELPRO) opentiot^ and was 
\Famed for (he murder of iwo FBI agents in 1976 for 
Whieh he is ^rving two consecutive life sur irenees. 
CurremEy seriously hi I he in being refused pFopcr 
medical attention. Fur more information contact 
Leonard l-elitcr Defence Committee* PO Box 583, 

Uipom K s ftttW 4 a LrsA 

[Jrni (Lenny) Charat is a 36 year old American 
Indiap Me we mail (AIM} Ktlvi*I and Kiowa man, 
He wis cutting woikJ in home when he wan icuiekcd 
by a racist gong member. I lie mm grabbed Lenity *4 
chainsaw ami wav threatening bun and others with it. 
lean rig for hiimelf unJ his family* Lemiy drew hi* 
penknife and inflicted nin«r injuries to (lie attacker. 
Whilst the racist WGCVt free Lenny was charged with 
attempted murder. Letters of support and donations 
can be sent tor Lenny Chavez, c/o SiklieJi and Mcso 
Indian Rights Center* PO Box 28703, Oakland, CA 
94 W4. I*S/y E-maaL Hiitc®igc.apc.org 

The ewwvpfaBof^ group MOVE first surfaced 
in Philadelphia during the early 1970s. They hud an 
uncompromising belief in resolution. Living com¬ 
munally they ale raw food* eschewed drugs and alco¬ 
hol, helped homeless people, staged demonsiraikins 
and attacked the government and system* which I hey 
s;iw [is rlie root of all problem*, Asa resell i of their 
actions MOVE experienced intense state liarasMtieni 
And repression. Me tubers wore savagely beaten 
with some or the women suffering miscarriages a* n 
rcsuli—and during one attack hy ihe police a 3 week 
old baby had its skull crushed and died. All ilim cub 
ni i nated in the I9H5 siege and bombing ol I heir coni- 
niune by ihe police. During the shootings and rxphv 
sions tlial ensued six adults and five children were 
killed. The survivors, known as ihe MOVE 9, were 
framed for ibe murder of a cop and sentenced Eo a 
sentence of 100 years each* tn 1998 one of the 9, 
Meric Africa, died in very suspicious drcLtmslanccs 
in prison. The others jitill Imprisoned are; 

Debbie Simms Africa 0B63AT, Janet llcdlouny 
Africa 006548, iaiiine Philip* Africa Wlft.lW nri 
all at; SCI Cambridge .Springs, 451 Fiillevicm 
Avenue, t nnihriiigt 1 Springs, PA I64ILM238, 
IS A. Mkhiitl Davis Africa AM 4973 mid diaries 
Simms Africa AM4975 nre bolh nt: SCI 
GniicrnriL PO Box 244 v Gratcfiiril PA I942ft- 
«44* USA* William PliillpA Africa AM49K4 mid 


Rod Coronado Released! 

Rod is a Native American who was imprisoned iti 
1995 for a number of liirecc action activities, He fc s 
an inspiring person who ha^ a long history of tak¬ 
ing mEHmm direct action with Sea Shepherd, Earth 
Final and the Animal Liberation From. Here are 
some ol Rod’s thoughts on prison and what it feels 
like in have been recently released: 

In March 1999 J Idi the Federal Correction 
Institution where 1 was captive for Eicarly four 
ye&ra. I left prison, but I luive noi arrived in free¬ 
dom* Everyday 3 was imprisoned was a day of 
remembrance for me. Time to reflect on the reality 
of being un indigenous guerrilla fighting neo-cnlo- 
njol forces in ihe late 2Chh Century, and the cost 
such resistance required of ail those indigenous 
warriors the world over who have died defending 
the worldview rliui recognises che Earth eis our 
Mother- Only a hundred years ago my ancestors 
were fighting a guerrilla war against Mexican sol¬ 
diers ami American col on ini i sis. Our babies heads 
ware smashed against trees. Our women fihosc n«i 
actively up in unra) were raped. Our warriors were 
hung with barbed wire. Just oos hundred years ago. 

I am lighting for what ihey died for. And I will 
never be free until all the Earth's children are 
allowed to peacefully pursue m existence lit har¬ 
mony with Her powers. IE (hut means mure prison* 

I am ready. If thal means death I am prepared. But 
(he Invader will dql trike me or my resistance 
peacefully. Of that I 4m certain. 

We owe ihat much to our ancestors, Tu all who 
have been murdered, not died, fighting for what we 
now alsn believe in. Earth First? and the Animal 
and Earth l.ibemtinn Fronts are just c-OfiEcmptxrary 
manifesEaiions ol an ancient spirit and economic 
glob[jlisimon is just ihe modern equivalent of 
Western European Coin? mil ism. The timeless con¬ 
tinuum of the struggle between g-twid and evil, 

But 111 fighL not because I have to (many of us in 
the 'First World’ don’t have lo) hut because I want 
to. 1 can think of no more honourable or noble pur¬ 
pose to utilise this life for Qian lo carry this torch of 
resistance a hole funhen lieuliztug always (hat we 
can win simply by never surrendering, Freedom to 
me may be something I personally never fully 
experience but, like my ancestors, it’s something 
I'm most willing to die for."" 

Rod also prepuces an excel lent zinc cal ted Strong 
Hearts, For ihe latctii copy send S3.DO \o: Black 
and Green. FOB 11703, Eugene, OR 97440. USA. 
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Delbcfl Orr AMea AM49K5 are I with at: SCI 
Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. CS V Edw nrd 
(inodinun Africa AM4974 ifi sit: SI'l Camp Mil], 
PA 1701 USA* 

For itWrt infonnalitwi read 25 I 'tars on the MOVE 
published by Friends of MOVE at: PO Bos 
London, WCI2 ttGR. UK or contact MOVE directly 
hi; I’O Bat 19709,Philadelphia. PA 19143, USA- E- 
muil: movcHju@iiiOl.com 

Mumia Aim Jinniil AM8335. SCI GitMt, 1WII 
East Ka) I'tinmm llighwux, Will nMslmru,, PA 
15-V7lk-Kll*H». USA. Ex-Bl&ek Panther. radical jour¬ 
nal] M and MOVE supporter. Murma was framed lor 
the murder <»l a aip und is currently on Death Row 
where his execution is imminent, For more informa¬ 
tion and details mi solidarity actions contact Mumia 
Must lave! at: 27 Old Gloucester Street. London, 
WCJN3XX. UK ot lcM.sk at the website at: 
http^/w 1 ww. muinin .urg/ 

Robert a Wilson 640289, Pack Unit One, 2400 
ttiillacr Puck Knud, Navnsotm TX 77N6V, LISA. 


Liberation und Puerto Rican independence rnrtr- 
ment\, Silvia is currently serving 43 years afterbetn^ 
convicted of liberating Black Liberation Araiypri,- 
micr Assam Shakur and conspiracy against ihe I'S 
Government, Slic is in bad health due to cancer and 
there is a campaign to get her paroled or imnvfenvJ 
to her native Italy. For dcla.1 Is of this contact; Ftdeuc 
Silvia, 3543 Utlh Street, Box 30. Sun Francisco. CM 
94110, USA, 

led Kaczymld 0447S-U46. US Pen-Adinlii Max 
Kucllily, 1*0 Box K500, Ftomtiw. I’O «1226. I SA 

Serving life, with no chance of parole, for a 17 yetix 
Long bombing campaign again*! industrial society. 

Per updates and new* m all ‘poliiicaT prisoner* in 
iltc USA get u copy of Kazr The V/bttit :i (|UJutcrlj 
magazine with u balance of writings hy and iibrtil 
prisoners and prison resistance in North America, ft j 
also has iitickx on broader revolutionary theory ami 
activity from u class struggle anarchist perspective 
For a copy send S.1..1M) to: Raze The Walls! 2351 
College Scat Lon Rond, Box 323, Athens. (»A i0rdl5, 
USA,. 


Australian Prisoner 

IH'oiiis Bruce IViilker MIN245312, PO Hms 654, 
GrafLOrt 2460, NSW, Australia, Dennis if jn 
Aboriginal activist who bus been sentenced » 3l 
years for an me idem that occurred whilst trying to 
protect an aboriginal sacred site Iv currently waiiiRf 
for an appeal and seeking a retrial. 

'— -™ “s 

Prisoner Support Organisations 

llic following groups are the major prisoner support organi*mions. For a more comprehensive list sec Dt 
or Die No. 7. page 136. If writing to any of them enclose ut» SAE, or a donation it you cun afford it, 
they ul! tun on peoples wages or girm und so are usually broke. 

Aniinail Liberation Front Supporun Group, IK M ItWi, London, 'U IN AXX, L K, Snppnn, groupl 
for animal liberation prisoners which alto produce* an excellent magazine covering all i*pccla of animal 

lihcntliim. 

Eorlh Ijb«ration Prisoners, do Cornerstone Resource Centre, 16 Sholehrokc Avenue, l hupt'lloon, 
Leeds, L.S7 3HB, UK. E-mail: eiirthlibpriMmcrfr hat mail.com Support for nil ecological direct action 
prisoners. Publishes the invaluable Spirit of freedom newsletter with up-to-date pristine* liMingv 

Haven Distribution, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London, WON 3XX. UK, A free books and magazines ! 
10 pi ism infs scheme Donations of books. ntugiiuincs and money are always we [come, 1 

London Anmftlfrt Black Cross, 27 Old Gloucester Street, Londim, WC1N 3XX, UK, E-mail: Idl* 
donuhi'i^ liotiivniLcom ImematioiKil suppon network tin anarchist, revolutionary imJd™ Juggle pris¬ 
oner* Contact London ABC for details of y«ur local group. Also produces Taking Liberties magazine. 

Vegtre Prisoner* Support Group, PO Box 194, Enfield, Middlesex. KM 31 111. UK, Does excellent 
work on getting die vegan needs of prisoners mot In police cell* und prisons. 

_ 


Robert Siiintling Deer Wilson is a Native American 
prison activist how in his late 70s, In 1978 he 
exposed 4i government plot lo iiss^ssinale Leonard 
Ptflitt Me has been m hunger strikes to protest ihe 
inhumane condiciuiais of super-maKirnum prisons. 

Si Ivin Barladinl 08125-054* Ft: I Danbury, ( i 
06»11> USA. A veteran left aciivisi who fought 
thv VictJWin war uml In support of the Black 
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Book Reviews 


1 had Intended to start 
review with a quote that attempts 
to summarise the alienation 
felt by ittosl people living in 
ihe world today. However, idler 
spending the last feu- hours 
Walking through ;j lush green 
viiJley and trimming nuked 
in n cool ckrnr stream. liM 
the white with ihc sine II 
of wild garlic in my 
nuMrih and the sound of 
bijtkong in my ears, ii is 
now a slight shade to be sal 
in from of a humming computer in a ccninilly heat¬ 
ed and sterile house. Every thing around me feels dis- 
(am—cold, unim portent and somehow not tfidie real. 
Raising my eyes and looking around me t see re pic 
menialives, and symbols of the alienated and dysfunc¬ 
tional w«rJd wt inhabit, I csfl hear the clock m the 
wall uhuve me linking. The television sits in (he cor- 
ncr of the room with a malevolent presccnce, and 
somebody is mowing fhe chcmicidlY soaked grass in 
a never ending attempt Co restrain Li from breaking 
free at its four straight borders. My eyes arc starting 
to hurt from the glare of the screen, nw mind feds 
slightly numb and I cun feel a barely control[ed 
desire m switch ihe computer oil and cuddle up with 
my best friend Ofl the sofa. 

These aren't isolated problems. but indicEmir* to 
the loialily of the hurrendoui ritual ion we find our¬ 
selves to* While here in ihc UK some radical cculo- 
gist! i m hying lo understand the concept of capital- 
iflitb others are seeing (ins ax suily a relatively recent 
and superficial phenomenon* This growing 
Nonce does noi view capitalism, the State, the worit- 
consimie-die (rinily. school, iftc media* technology or 
patriarchy as the cause of nur problems. Et sees utl 
those and. more as acting together to form a complex 
web of hierarchical po wer relations—civilisation. 

For this strain of tin nag lit to have any useful mean¬ 
ing it must be placed within a framework. As one 
attempt to do this Against Civilisation contains 51 
excerpts or complete tests from thin broad current lo 
h divided Into five logically ordered sections 
grouped under the chapter headings oft tlefore 
Civilisation, The Coming of Chi fixation. The Nttitire 
t{f Cmitsaiion, The Potholojy of f"i mfixuihm and 
The Resistance to Chitimiim, 


Against Civilisation—Readings and Reflections 

edited by Johr> Zerzan (Uncivilized Books, USA ,1999.) 

ISBN 0-9667758-0-5 

In the finst diopter, illustrated by writings from, 
amongst others, Fredy Perlman anti Marshall 
Sohlins* we ait? given evidence that pre-ciYijrecd 
societies were the original Statelet societies— 
"anarchies*. Whether by conjecture or study, numer¬ 
ous evidence of this is provided, and the uniform 
message is agreed on; that before the advent ol civU- 
isntton humans were better off —healthier, well fed 
and with u much more relaxed, ecological and bal¬ 
anced lifestyle* 

Unfortunately this wu.x not to last, and the second 
section explores same thcorl** of the origins and rcu- 
stsns for t he imposition of civil Isntiun—with the con- 
elusion drawn by Zcr/an himself ihpt the Cransfor- 
inailon from a gatherer-hunter baled culture into one 
dominated by agriculture b lo blame for this fall* 
from the idyll of our pre-civ iliscd lives. r llie next two 
section*. The Nullin' of Civlttiattim and The 
Pathology of Civilisation, are closely linked. 
Amongst other pieces T. Fulumi likens civilisation to 
a jetliner, plummeting noisily onwards towards 
inevitable catastrophe, whilst Freud explores the hor¬ 
ror of humans tangled in the matrix of power and 
control 

All the previous reading leaves us with little 
hope—but the fires of resistance are re-kind Jed in ihe 
final section;, The Resistance to Civilhation, This is 
the inspiring piece of the book—Kirkpatrick Safe 
explores tome of the history of Luddism m 3 9th 
Century Britain, mid lias sonic excellent reason* tor 
its failure—most ftQI of particular relevance to ns 
fiow. Feral Faun calls lot a Feral Revolution and the 
Anti-Authoritarians Anonymous etmcludc with u 
heart wrenching and powerful inditement of die lull 
honors of the world as we know it, 

The era we live in now is the must unstable lhal 
humanity has ever existed in P Alienation is a ■nor¬ 
mal" condition and the levels of psehynpmhy. sui¬ 
cide. lean delusion and depression are increasing day 
by day r Couple this, with the war against life that the 
ecology of the earth is currently in the front]mes of* 
and you have a spiralling death trip, tf we arc to sur¬ 
vive then, let alone begin lo iruly hve P all (his—^ond 
morc—musi be undone, and this book is an impor¬ 
tant ccmtribuEion to that struggle, It se^ks to fan the 
sparks of life mid resistance that are glowing in this 
chirk time, and should be read by all who realise wc 
have lost much, have man to lose, and yet have a 
work! to gam.M 
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Copse-A Cartoon Book of Tree Protesting 

by Kate Evans and friends 
(Orange Derg Productions, UK, 1998.1 
ISBN 0-9532674-0-7 

The last -seven year, have wen a lowering of direct 
action sites primarily fighting the construction of 
roads, but also airports, opencast mining, quarrying, 
deucuftin|, supermarket* anti housing K^iemcs, All 
pan oi industrial ilcvrlupiiwlti v attack on cnmtnuni- 
lirs Lind the wild. Site based direct action has 
involved ten of thousands ol people, successfully 
defeated (he biggest rOtdbuildlng programme in 
Europe, saved coumless ecologies and created some 
ol the most amazing and strangest communities of 
resistance ever. 

Ycl too often otir stories have been told by out¬ 
siders. Qur actions have been assimilated back into 
ttitfir system by their word*. Copse, fts its inimduc- 
lion says, is: Subjective history, spoken history, a 
history of resistance and history in resistance...This 
is our two lingers to ail (he sueka in.c's who’ve spo¬ 
ken for us. who've mediated and twisted our words 
over the years. ” 

Consisting of dozens of Interviews, peppered with 
amazing photos and cool cartoons. Copse gives a 
real idea of what being involved in direct action site 
counter-culture is really like. It's vibrant, it's alive, 
it’s hungover, it’s radical.—it's a bit weird. It's I tic on 
the edge; it's life under the table. It s intense conllki 
with the State followed the nest week by sun shim¬ 
mered skinny-dipping with your friends. Copse 
doesn't gloss over our problems sir romanticise our 
actions, It's about a massive gang of mules, who met 
in struggle, doing extraordinary things—sometimes 
badly, sometimes brilliantly. 

Kate's one of the crew so people trust her. Hy bas¬ 
ing it on interviews she’s got the stories and motiva¬ 
tions of dozens of people. Hie backbones of cam- 
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paigns. whe/d never do interviews. with the media or 
write an article fcir a radical magazine. Read this 
boak and you'll be privy 10 some really henna* con- 
versationi with *,osnc i&cisive* interesting and 
(tackin' funny pcaple. 

Xlic photos are same of the masl breaifcuuking 
images of our lives thill E h vc seen an d the bcMmfuiiy 
drawn cartoons encapsulate site life brilliantly— 
resistance, porridge, pausiem and mud. 

Though id tmoodi joy-|q-stroke colour cover gives 
it the out&ido impression of 1 coffee table IhhsIk 
Copse is nm fur the smug middle dosses, bui for 
(hose who want to lake act Ion. For ihK reason ii end* 
with u 20 page Beginner* Gtiitfr to T/t r FroteSilng* 
Thl* tells you how to build lock-oils. benders, me* 
houses surd ineMcu lot% «»f dkgnum ahowing you 
tboflc nil Important knoiv, tunnelling and tree climb 
mj! techniques not to mention how to counter com¬ 
mon camp diseases and fire pit cooking 
recipes. 

Copse is cswmiully a family album—or 
maybe an almanac of the duns , 94‘ - y8. A 
few years we cart definitely be proud of. 
You'll be inspired by Caps** You'll be 
milled by You 11 laugh reading 

Gops*\ Vault learn a lot from Cops*. Read 
Copse. To gel n copy send a cheque or 
Posral Order for £3 2.50 (payable (o Orange 
Dog Productions) tot Orange Dog 
Productions 7 The Green, RiddesEonc. 
Near Chippenham, Wiltshire, UK. 
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Dole Autonomy versus the Re-Imposition of Work 
analysis of the current tendency to workfare In the UK 
bYAufheben (Self Published, UK, 1998„| 

Mo ISBN I't-j . 
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C ottalimey missus, it's alt kickin' off... dole hots iff the t930s 


Hiis excellent pamphlet ts tin analysis of the contin¬ 
uing struggle againsc Labour's New Deal and before 
thas the Tories' Job Seekers Allowance {JSA) and 
Project Work schemes, Berth these recent gnvem- 
ifieiii hi li iatives are forms ul 'workfiie’ — getting the 
unemployed to ttork t'nr their dote money. 

The Atffhehm crew seE out the historical back- 
ground to iUc present fashion lor work tare, end then 
go on lo analyse the opposition to the JSA^Ncw Deni 
and its successes and failures. One Central part of the 
pamphlet is a criticism of unemployed political radi¬ 
cals (tliaf s you arid me folks! I for their failure to gel 
involved in she struggle lo defend I he dole. They 
pai eh oul theI K ten t thui there is a lack of dole 
activism -jnsl that il isn't direeled against die 
attacks on she doles During the period or she imple¬ 
mentation of ihe ISA ond the New- Deal ibtfe hove 
been a significant number of liireu militanl protects 
predominuiUly involving the uneiftpltuyed—these 
however have been largely directed against road- 
building or have been* channelled into activities like 
Reclaim the Streets street parties, 

So why haven't the eco-protesters got involved in 
the struggle against workfare? Why is it ihut a strong 
political culture that relies on the dole for it* very 
existence choose* not tu defend its own immediate 
interests hist rather cflacenliUEts cm altruistic "causes' 


like salving trees nr slopping roads? The Anfhtpin 
pamphlet represents the choice facing activists as 
one between the often 'mundane' but necessary 
struggle against ihe dole uuibacks versus the ‘excit¬ 
ing and glamorous 1 distraction of cco-acltvism. It is 
Lib scried Thai tlulcy eco-activists are directly affected 
by the JSA/Ncw Deal here t3ieir real interest are at 
stake. whereas in their cco-campaigning this is not 
die case—il is pure altruism il gluing for a separate 
pml .ilacmitcd cause. 

However, although iree protest site* or Reclaim the 
Streets eveins are superficially about she issue or 
fc CMJ!*c* ell stake; snails or roads or whatever—this 
isn't the only or even the most important motivation 
behind ibdae who gel involved in such activities. 
And even less is il the case that (he issue or cause that 
llvese activities Lire superficially about is the cause of 
their success and widespread popularity. Actually 
sree sites and sired parties etc. have been much more 
about our needs and transforming our everyday rela¬ 
tions and lighting for duradves than the anti-JSA 
campaign has been. Which is why one bos taken off 
and I he other hasn't. When people say ihai ihtf anti- 
JSA campaign has been boring* they are expressing 
a real nccd^-ii isn't just au arbitrary criticism. What 
they are expressing is exactly this—that a] though 
more radical in c&Mnt than the cca-prctests, the 


Do or Die Voices irom the ecological resistance No„ 


m 

























1.0 n. 


inf, 

"Virvow le 4 

^ - : * 1* -* u - " n 




:,]an$wara j 


untsdSA campaign has been much (ess i± llI i-c^i] in 
Jbm t- Fur the most part, the antJ-JS A/New Deal cam¬ 
paign has taken (he form of a typical political cause 
Ur campaign —the femihitr chore anil drudgery of 
endless liM.il l'L ibuilding for the demo etc, which 
you fed duty bound to engage m. little different to 
the activities of the Socialist Workers Pasty or any 
other political party or campaigning organisation. 

By contrast, in iree pratevis. the form which pack- 
apes the content actually becomes more significant 
than what Ehe protest is supposedly ubmn. WIuie 
you're IX>3NCi is often more important than whttl 
you're doing it "about' Because the main point ts 
thnt wo lake buck control of our Uvea—if wc do this 
superficially + fbr‘ trees — *o what? Living on iiic 
offers Hie attraction of Irunsforming your life; this Is 
what has drawn so many people to the protest site 
thing. E would argue (hat the road or whatever is in 



and particularly sites (for all their hi tilts) that caufltl 
the imagination and caused the anti-toads move nun: 
to take off in a such a big way. 

My modest comments here have only touched on 
one argument in this pamphlet ihut seemed lo be par¬ 
ticularly relevant to the readers of Do or Dit. I Ik 
pamphlet as a whole contains much else beetles tMs 
,md i* ai 3 excellent piece of work that deserves to be 
widely feud. Whether or not you arc on the dole— 
Tl MSA FFECTS YOU— inform yt mrse It fl 

The original 4M page AS pmphleL is now out ef 
prim hut you can get u photocopy tor £1.75 inc, 
postage E sterling cheques only payable to 
41 Aufhebeia*) from: Aufboben. c/o Brighton 

I 111 ■ i; 11 ■ «■...... ■ i'li lie 9 ill Ei .Ml'is k> imnpdOiKf 

Brighton, BN 2 6LX* UK. Also on ihc web alt i 
htt p://je ft'cHK m. vi llage Vug 111 ia-Ed Jl * MpwMiuI _ht 
myadfledil.blni 


feel often secondary to the cre¬ 
ation of corn muni ty and Lite dis¬ 
co very of ourselves and our col¬ 
lective power involved in site 
Jiving. In this way people are 
directly cspressing their own 
interests. As Dcbord wrote: 

'individuals and communities 
have to create places and events 
suitable lor the appropriation... 
of their loiyl history. In this 
game's changing space, and in 
Ehe freely chosen variation* in 
ihe garnet rules. the autonomy 
of place can be rediscovered 
without the rclntroduction of an 
exclusive attachment to the 
laud. Unis bringing back the 
reality of the voyage and of life 
understood as u voyage which 
contains its entire meaning 
within itself." (Swfeiy of fhe 
Spedmte r pura. I7H.) 

It is protest sites which have 
made noli- roads cumpnig ni ng 
Into the thing it is. Imagine 
rc kmIs campaign ing pre-d Lreet 
action—noChing could be more 
boring—an cndles* round of 
public enquiries, legal chat* 
leuges etc. It in dearly not the 
'issue" that was the decisive lac- 
tor in getting people excited and 
involved but Ehe direct action 


Simon Jones—Killed by Casualisation 


Siiumi Jones wan killed m April 24tli IWR. on lib lins, day ui wwk m 
STioreham docks near Hri^hUm. Simon hod been gening hassle from it* 
dole under Labour's ‘New Deal\ The dole office hem him l«a recruitment 
agency—personnel Selection- This ugeney then sent him lo Work m 3 
casual worker in the docks at Shore ham,. 

Within iwo hours he was dead, his head 
crushed and partially severed by a two 
tonne crane grab, He was being paid 
about £? an hour lor one of the most dan¬ 
gerous jobs in the country and had been 
given no proper truining- This shows 
clearly I he whole inter-re kuioristup of 
workfare, dote clnmpdowiis and die earth 
idisulion mrtd 'tfexLhilLsutkai' of labour 
under Labour's 'Third Way 1 and where it 
is tending: more exploitation, more 
injuries and more deaths, 

Oh life 1st September 1998. on wlial would have been Simons -51 h 
birthday, tome of bia friends and other supporter* occupied the Shordmm 
dock where be was killed. The docks were forced (o dose down for the 
day, sending ail their cttsunl workers home on full pay. two days later the 
protester* paid a visit to the Brighton offices of Personnel Selection The 
ofiitc was shut down tor the day, and again workers were *cm home on 
full pay, A campaign of direct action continues in older to prevent the 
politicians getting away with sweeping Simon s death under die carpck 
people like Simon Jones get killed at work all ihe time and nothing get-, 
done about it. Not this time. 

For further details CiMitoet; 

Simon Jones Memorial Cumpuign, e/o PC Bos 2600, Brighton. Fast 
Sussex BN2 2DX. UK- Telephone and fax: 01J73 6*5^13. 

E-rtiail: aeiionsimonjones.org uk Web: hup;//w ww.simonjmcs.org.ukJ' 
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Earth First! and the Anti-Roads Movement 

Radical environmentalism and comparative social movernenEs 
by Derek Wall (Routledge^ London, 1999.) 

ISBN 0-415-19064-9 


Vcs, it’s another expensive academic hook about 
ecological direct action, but the difference is Eluil this 
chic's actually quite got id. Far one ibing the author, 
busing been Involved in some of the events he 
describes. knows whai he's talking obou L Also, by 
largely basing hiv hook an interviews with people 
wLih a tang term involvement, u\ (sumeiimes 
dcpressingly) accurate—sildumyli albeit in a dry aca¬ 
demic- way that tails a* get aeros* any ol the pusutom 
cScciteilKrnE or auger behind evemv 
Wad begin'- by faking a look at wlial lie can hi tier-, 
the history of similar druggies in the ptei; from 
Victorian cuuscrvuiinn societies* through the curly 
I97(fci upsurge in green concerns ib.it Ecd to ihc for¬ 
mation of Friends of the Earth (FoE) and The 
Ecology daier Green I Party, la the ]9Ht)s peace and 
.inimal rights movements and the mishc increase m 
green’ concerns around 1989, Whilst acknowledge 
mg ih.Li many people in Earth First! (EF[> feci mote 
ol an aftinity with die broader history n| ""popular 
protest* revelry ami riot" [p. 1 K>„ Wall argues that this 


through the various anti-roads campaign?.. Wall gives 
a deluded account of all ihe major conilicl*— 
Twyford, Solsbury Hill, Mil, Pollock* M65 etc., 
quoting heavily from various interview,* m give a 
good impression of what was going on. 


obscure* "the distinctive nature of modem activism"' 
ip-19X In many way* this is troe. EF! is—at least in 
some respects—ihc bastard offspring of middle class 
single issue campaigns like die peace ;tnd green 
movement*. However much we d like u to be ii'g not 
die kitesi upsurge of class struggle from the tine (hut 
includes ihc I.Liddiie* and ms on. Thankfully EF! had 
cusf oil a tut of the problems inherited from ils ‘pur- 
ents" and has tried to coriwiaftinly place itself in this 
tradition of struggle, bul it's as welt to be aware nf 
ihcse issues ten they 're bound iu have un influence fur 
years to cofiir- 

The book provides a detailed history of EF! m 
Britain kind i\ hrit-ler .us mini oi aniilai move men Li 
in other countries! from the early rainforest actions 
funded from donation k by eccentric billionaire Sir 
lames Goldsmith to increasing involvement in anti- 
road campaigns, Also of interest is the early conflicts 
between L mi I hauls" and "moderates’ within EF!— 
largely around the issue of sabotage, **h is only a 
minor simpldtcaiiuEi to suggest that those activists 
drawn from ihc peace movement saw EF! (IJK| as a 
means of promoting muss KVDA | non-violent direct 
action 1 of * laq-ely symbolic form* while those tram 
m animal liberal ion background regarded EF! us a 
vehicle tor more militant lactic* 1 ' tp.SSh Moving 


Relations with other groups are a]sa discussed, 
including largely uncritical alliances with rich coun¬ 
try landowners and Militant at different limes, bui 
largely focussing on EF!’s humpy relationship with 
pop. and Grceupeuce. From an initial position of te- 
itlily, these mainstream green groups increasingly 
began to accept direct action lactic* tiki though 
Greenpeace hftd long practised a very controlled, 
media centered corruption of direct action)—perhaps 
[making for credibility in the youth market- Despite 
this, public ftrgumails still broke oui over various 
acts of sabotage such as ihc Newbury Reunion 
Rampage, in one interesting section Cturks Secret E 
(FoE director) actually comes out in favour of sabo 
luge; "'curtain types of damage to property. rr Hike I 
pouring sugar mto a bulJdo/er (which is] going 
through a SSSI—E |don’t] have a problem with that-"" 
{p.Rri) Ohviously he still can't stomach militant mass 
action 1 hough, condemning the arson at Newbury* 
and being especially disturbed by people targeting 
the media I nr acting as siiiud in police evidence gath¬ 
ering teams, ’’You ean'i came into an even! like 
that.-.hilling a BBC cameraman just because he was 
hlming what was going on’’. {p.Rfjj 
One particularly Liiiercstmg section of the book is 
m 'activist tovolvcntonf ami look* at (sow and why 
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people became involved in EM und similar groups. 
Through comparing interviews, peoples' grudua] 
involvement attd strengthening tics to the network 
are seen. Marty of fhe interviewees were previously 
members of green groups (FoE, Greenpeace, The 
Green Parly) or other political organisations (c.g.: 
Marxist groups) bus became frustrated with them and 
fell more ytEmcied to EFIs less formal organ Uutmn 
and emphasis on direct action, ‘Biographical avail- 
ability' is also seen as an important factor—people 
who gel involved usually have plenty of spare unit 
and few commitments (mostly with no kids and on 
ihe dole or students!- This cKclu$ivene$£ is rdn- 
forved with the eullnrc of the movement, u double 
edged sword thul crealcs "a grcaicr capacity for col 
Eeciivc action, grcaicr tenacity...greater sMisfacikm 
from, movement partklputldcf (p.lfiSK but nlso 
" higher degrees of membership coercion, narrowing 
the number and range of people who will partied 
pate‘\ (p.ltif) Obviously the challenge now is to 
build and sustain a culture of resistance (as opposed 
to a subculture of lifestyle I thal Still manages to be a* 
inclusive us possible. 

Relalcd to this are Wall's idi:as about how the 
movement as a whole grows (or doesn't)- He argues 
that eMedial factors. like how open nr dosed to 
influence the ruling political system is., strongly 
affects the forms ihat any resistance cakes. Britain is 
seen as a fairly ‘closed* system—parties in power 
iiliesi have large majorities and freedom to act, while 
minority panics which could gain some power under 
u proportional representation system ore blocked. 
This makes ecnfimunlimi;il action mil side of (he par¬ 
liamentary sysiem easier lo 
siart- Also ‘costs' in terms of 
ihe level of state repression 
arc fairly lo w. id though 
increasing con shindy (and 
of course ihqy're only low as 
a result of tbfl relative tmpo- 
Icncc of the resistance hcrck 
In contract many other 
Europe jn countries iry hard¬ 
er lo keep grievences within 
the system, but crack down 
harder on whatever refuses 
to be contained. He argues 
dial the wave of green con¬ 
cern in around 1989 seemed 
like an "opening" that green 
groups fell they could use— 
they were better received by 


the pa wen ihal bt r which encouraged them in 
become mote ■malrls^rea^i , Lc. moderate and profes¬ 
sional. However they slid failed to get any access to 
FeaJ (Kfcwer, which disillusioned many of [heir mem¬ 
bers and left the ndd open for more militant idea-s to 
grow, "the lurmoil within the Green Parly is simply 
one symptom of a wider crisis. Other signs 
Include...the haernonage from FuE of local mem¬ 
bers who are frustrated by Ihe reslnetions placed on 
them by the leadership and are iiitractcd by ihe more 
tonfromuiionnl direct approach of iiruirchiia | 
influenced groups.' 1 Ep.l^fM lie argues that this is a 
gap EM formed and grew Eo llll. Anotlier Import,!nE 
dement he Identities is ihiding 'mobilisution largcls" 
where real, but so far vugudy expressed, concern* 
ami desines people have can 'condense' into action— 
roads wtLs one such issue wd re suited in a wuve of 
ecological direct aelinn. 

Overall this hook has a lot of interesting points to 
make uhoul EFT utid the wider movement* despite 
inking nn udd view of ihis wider movement By cry¬ 
ing lo tit it Into a "green" pigeonhole Wall sidelines 
the fact ihut we often have more ideus in common 
with rudicai unionists ihun Greenpeace. If ifs often 
dry and dispassionate^ thal can a Iso he lp in taking an 
*objccUve T look yl who we arc and where we re at. In 
many ways it makes a good companion to Kaie 
Evan s Cops?, which gives the Subjective’ side of 
events and u real sense of whut jl all felt like at iivl 
time. One major gripe is the price—.sixteen quid for 
a paperback is ridiculous, One So geE on the buy 
none, get one free offer al alt mujEtf bcx&shops I 
reckon! 
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Pacifism as Pathology 

Reflections on the Role of Armed Struggle in North America 
by Ward Churchill (Arbeiter Ring Publishing, Canada, 1999,) 
ISBN 1-B 94017-07-3 


Pacifism as Pathalogy—Notes on an American 
P3Fudopm.rix is the Idle of Ward Churchill's well- 
argued atid persuasive essay criticising ihe form utuJ 
ideology of non-violent poLicicul action in North 
America, The essay was ilrsi pubis shed m l*JSb h and 
as reprinted in Elm book alongside an tssay by Mike 
Ryim who asarthcr tie vd ups the upmcnEs in die con- 
lest cit the Canadian peace movcinent., Though 
Churchill"* tmuy was written in response m d>e 
political see lie of well over si decade ago,. Ins argn- 
nseins urc (perhaps worringly) equally thunghi-pfu- 
VOking and reEcvum to the contemporary manifestu- 
(ions of nun'violent political uelbon that purport to 
have revolutionary methods and gouis. 

Church i Ir* main argument is that philosqdikal 
non-violcncc/picilifiii—which promote* I he idea 
chat the violence of ihe Stale can be transcended 
through purity of purpose, mural superiority end 
non -violence—i s a delusional and euunler-nevohi- 
tionary polilical movcmcnl. Despite recognising tile 
fuel (hat many adherent id non-violenee have sin¬ 
cere revolutionary aspiration* Ei,e: that they reject 
die present social order arid wish to see its total aho- 
liliOP and replacement) Churchill claims ihii their 
nOn-violent methods serve lo constrain them to ihe 
realm of 'pseudo-praxis* which, ai best, is uEterly 
ineffectual and. at worst, maintains and reinforces 
the hierarchical and exploitative status quo. 

Churchill nrguc.s that (his pseudo-praxis of 
pacifism is routed in .bn ideology rate wiih internal 
contradictions and Ijmttntioai and for its inecnial 
logic depends upon “fostering a view of social 
conflict as a iiHiralily piny."’ (p.3H* In (his ■play' die 
Slate and iis violence arc "bad'' or “negative'", their 
pacifist Opponents "goodT or “positive” sind it ih 
through die triumph of morality alone thin revolution 
wiJE come about. Hence* ""Pacifist wtih seemingly 
endless repci iiion, pronounce that the negativity ol 
the modem corporate-fascist state will atrophy 
through defection and neglcci nncrc [here is a 
sufficiently positive sikM vision lo take iLs place." 
(p-3Q) Soda a view ts clearly the stuff of pure ideal - 
ism rather than real if. m, for the slate is not a moral 
adversary, it cannot be persuaded to 'wither away". 
As Churchill nghlly points emjE; "Absurdity clearly 
abounds when suggesting that the state will refrain 
from using all necessary physical force to protect 



against undesired 
forms of change and 
threats to ils safety. 

(p.44) 

Taking the experi¬ 
ence of the Jews in 
the Holocaust as an 
in-depth (and highly 
controversial) exam¬ 
ple, ihe author illus¬ 
trates lhe ultimate 
futility of non-vtotem resistance. He suggests ibat 
the pacifist response of tlic Jews which was intended 
to promote "social responsibility” and run further 
csacerbaEc their persecution, in fact did ihe opposite 
and ted lo the jews effectively colluding with ihe 
genoddal -mu* of (heir Na/.t oppressors Whilst not 
suggesting that tlic HoLocausi could have been pre¬ 
vented by armed Kiruggte on the part of the Jew*. 
Churchill. quoting Bruno Heietehrim (a f[>rruer con- 
central Lon camp inmate l says: ^Rebellion could only 
have saved either ihe life they were going it? lose 
anyway, or the lives of others., inertia it was that led 
millions of Jews into the ghettos tha( ihe KS had cre- 
4iled for them " (pJ6) 

Churchill recognlnfl that this example is extreme 
yet he suggests that: “it is precisely (his extremity 
which makes the example useful; the Jewish cx|wri- 
cnee reveals with stark clarity the basic 1 1 logic it the 
very core of pacifist conceptions of mural ily ami 
political action/' (p.38) Hie 11 logic to which he is 
referring is ihe idea that moral superiority can -river 
come slate oppression; the moral superiority being 
based upon an unwillingness (o take up arms cmij uw; 
violence as a tactic. This notkm ih sci eenirEit to the 
‘pathology 1 of pacifism that the dichotomies 
between good inon-viulenif and evil (violent,i are 
found throughout. Ol course, in order to sustain a 
belief in the ideology examples of good (non-vio¬ 
lence) triumphing over evil tviolences are vital 
Here, Churchill argues that pEicifisEn are guilty of 
considerable revisionism in order to make history 
compatible wiih their beliefs, 

Churchill looks m particular ai ihe popularly quo<- 
ed 1 successes' of the movements headed by MK 
lSandhi in India, and Dr, Marlin Luther King in 
North America. In both (hesc instances he argues that 


Do or Dtp Vbiro* from the ecological mlitance No. £ 


J05 

























f 


r * 




>11QW 1 

* ■ i b i gyi r fc h 


the "success' of I he movements in gaining ihcir 
demands depended massively upon the thnj^t ul vio¬ 
lence frum other sources jpn^i the British and 
American governments: respectively. In the case of 
North Amenta, Che prepare tame from ' the conic*t 
of armed self-defense tactics being employed for cite 
First time by rural black leaders. ..and the eruption of 
black urban enclaves.-Ii also coinciJwl wills the 
increasing need of the American state tor inteniai 
stability due to the unexpectedly intense ami effec¬ 
tive armed resistance mourned by she Vietnamese 
against US agyreturn in Southeast Alia " (p.43) 

The ImportoiKc of the milipprcprmiion of history 
hy pacffiNtt become* dear wben *e drive n link- 
deeper into (he psychology of ii alL Clearly, as 
Churchill points oat. these people do believe in ibe 
need feu revolution, indeed they pronounce solubili¬ 
ty wiih shove engaged in armed smuggles in she Third 
World, 

However, if they concede the historical Fact dial 
"there dimply has never been a nflfolultn. or even a 
substantial social reorganisation* hroughi into being 
on the basis of the principles of pacifism. In every 
instance, violence has been an iniegrnl requirement 
nf dwi proceis ol transforming the state" Ep,4J) then 
pacifist* must begin to ncalk/.e that chere Ls, not jusl m 
option to accept violence as a method of social 
change, hat an imperative.. 


Mflnsw&tra 

Iti the author’s view the I tut that pacifisti arc so 
reluctant to get iv this point in their TvastJiiirij; has 
much to Jo with tlic fact that tor most, firnggle 
gainst the state is not a daily reaJity, linked, their 
whole concern stems from a moral objection to ilk- 
‘wiokedocHS’ of the state, rather any personal threat 
itj their lives anti ctniimuiihies. From soeh a privi¬ 
leged position, puci lists ran esptMisc non-violent Wfr 

Ol. and nigape in F Mllk :J .wlnm willm.. 

risks mo&t political dissidents take* Churchill dete* 
recognise that untie pacifist practitioners have run 
real risks for their beliefs—wch u the fdltowcil of 
Gandhi bcAtdi to death in pursuit of non-viatem nev- 
utatiun and those who have immolated lhrttl«h«or 
incurred long prison M^nteiiees taking action fur iheir 
irLLikse. However, in che main. Churchill argues ihM 
North American paciHsiv une eaughl up in a politic* 
of K thc comfort zone* based on the guiding question 
csf "Whut sort ol politics might t engage in which 
will both allow me to posture as a progressive and 
allow me to ovoid incurring harm lu myxrtp" tp-49l 
Not surprisingly, the pul mend pmcti.ec which ensues 
from ihis untierlying concern is not—and never cun 
be—revolutionary, since if it were the stale would 
respond with force. FuediM praxis is therefore neces¬ 
sarily ineffectual and unttircutening- 
ChurehiIll's description of ihc kind of pruitri 
pacifists do engage in will semi all! uw familiar m 




h ich 


On 


DU 


M 


m 


Do or Die-VOice-s from the ecological resistance No, B 



































mtttt of us who have been involved in 
non-violent activism. The pingcM march, 
sit-down blockade. rally dc # is revealed 
as Ehe charade at really is. I frmnd myself 
cringing ai this point, recognising &ituo- 
tk3ns in which I had panicipaied in the 
spectacle of symbolic action- Crucial 
aspects nf ibis spectacle include the repre- 
sentutives of the state—chc cops— 
to be there by the pixxcfl organ isers, il*c 
elite band of stewards who ensure non¬ 
violence and "responsible 1 conduct, and 
ihe protester* there id hike part in a mass 
arrest foe transgressing some minor Jaw, 

Hie wbrele thing an conducted in such a 
way ba to cause minimum disruption to 
die workings cl the state (die police Lire 
warned in advance to expect an cMniiaEcri 
number of arrests) anti to make sure that 
no-nnc (cups or protesters J gets hun. As 
Churchill costume nisi "in especially “mili¬ 
tant: actions, airaatfiftS go limp* undoubt¬ 
edly severely taxing the state’s repressive 
resources by forcing the police to cany 
Ehem bodily to Ehc vans...! muni cored all 
the while.„do ensure (haE tuch 4 police 
brutality' as pushing. shoving. or drop¬ 
ping an arrestee docs net occur), 
t he farcical ineffectuality of this symbol¬ 
ic protest is lurcher emphasized when we 
remember itiac many of these domunslni- 
Hons-—especially in this country—are In 
protest at lhe use ul stele vlolcmre nt die form of 
invasions of inher countries (resulting; in I he loss of 
Ehousumls ol lives), production of nuclear weapons 
and other imw (potentially getux idnl k or destruction 
ol die environment rpotentially ccocidah. 

Churchill is also highly critical oi the condemns 
non cliai non-vtolcni aeli vises make of the "violent 
minority" who refuse lo play the game of merely 
symbolic proic m. He points out the hkitanl hypocrisy 
surrounding the wiDlngoass of non-violent activists 
to 'sEaikl in solidarity' with armed groups in the 
Third. World w ho arc resisting Western imperialist 
aggression, whilst smiulinncously distancing them¬ 
selves from anyone who dares io suggest a violent 
response in their own country? Churchill argues thai 
this is more evidence of ‘comfort wne' polities 
which iioL only leads En ineffective action bui i$ actu¬ 
ally racist: ^Muaivf and unremitting violence in the 
colonics is appalling to right-thinking people hut 
ultimately acceptable when compared with the 


unthinkable alternative that any degree of real vio¬ 
lence might be redirected against "mother country 
radicals'." (ju62) By intent ion idly avoiding my 
degree oj Mate violence themselves, non-violent 
activists tns sire that the bnmt of it is borne by both 
Third World communities and minority eommunhtac 
in the West. 

Churchill s .iirgumenE that ihe "comfort /one' prac¬ 
tise of symbolic non-violent action is easily accom¬ 
modated by the Scale, is further developed in the fol¬ 
low on essay by Mike Ryan. He suggests that far 
from challenging Slate power, nnn-violcm action is a 
iiiEuahle means hy which che Stone con reinforce in; 
legitimacy: + The message of civil disobedience as it 
is now* pnteticed iv this: There is oppostlion m soci¬ 
ety. The stale deals wtlh this opposition 15 only hm 
gently, according m the iw. Unlike some countries, 
Canada i$ a dramnaik' society which i<dtrrafi\\ 
opposititm* Therefore, it is unnecessary for anyone id 
step outside the forms of pretest aeucptvd by this 


Do or Dle-Voic« from the- ecological resistance ho. 3 


307 















































ManSW&ra fc 


society: fl is umm^ssary lo resist. 1 ' (p, NO) Such 
recuperation dearly bus implications for those 
whose actions go beyond the accepted boundary by 
al lowing the Slate in simply divide und. rule. As 'the 
violent minority' are isolated and crushed, the Stale 
ctin claim the tELcit (or sometimes explicit] support 
for iis actions from those who remain (imbruised and 
morally superior) within ihe permitted boundaries of 
dissent. 

HLiving thoroughly mid convincingly dispensed 
with any notion thin pacifism, represents el serious 
and revolutionary challenge to the state > Churchill 
iLikes his amilysis a step further. He argues that 
pacifism is actually pathological with ddk^iond* 
racist arid suicidal tendencies. and bears more ha II- 
marks of a religion-., rather than political, ideology, 
This makes ii very difficult to argue people out of 
ibis mindset, m Charchill suggests; "hegemonic 
pacifism in advanced capitalist contexts proves itself 
supremely resistant—indeed virtually impervious— 
io mere logic and moral suasion/' tp.9l} He claims 
that the only way to overcome this ’illness' is 
through .i therapeutic process designed to take tire 
non-violent advocate "beyond the smug exercise of 
knee-jerk pacifist '’superiority/ 1 md into she arena of 
effective ILhcraiory praxis." tp.93) He proposes a 
strategy in which individuals; arc forced to challenge 
their ideas through a LhernpciiEtc discussion of values 
(to determine whether the subject really undcrMunds 
the bases of need for revolutionary social traiwfor- 
mnUon), followed by 'Reality Therapy' (time spent 
living with oppressed communities to gel the subject 
out of (he com fort zone) und M>c mystification' 
(where tlic subject h taughi to handle weapons and 
lose their psychological fear of guns,) All this should 
“have the effect of radically diminishing much ni Hu- 
delusion- the aroma of racism and the sense of privi¬ 
lege 9 *, (p. 101} 

It is probably riglu to accuse Churchill of con¬ 
sciously formulating a training programme to create 
revolutionaries, in fact he concedes ihttt lie is trying 
to aid in the development of '’el strategy to win ", 
Indeed I think if the proponcrtlsof non-violence were 
to enter the therapeutic process en masse the state 
would have more cause for concern than elE Etny lime 
in (he preceding decades of pacifist '"action". 
However, t would not be right to accuse the author 
of attempt ing to glorify violence and armed si niggle, 
rather he is at pains to emphasise ihut "the desire for 
a non-violent and cooperative world is the healthiest 
of .ill psychological manitestaiioiH." (p. 103) Rather 
the essay is written to provoke discussion and to get 


U* the point where pucitisls slop believing that their 
’purity of purpose* will achieve the world we want. 

Church ill's alternative to the pacifist strategy ns 
made clear in a chapter entitled u 

Libtitatory Praxis Defining praxis ils "action con- 
sc ious I y and hi tent ion ally guided by theory while 
simultaneously guiding the cvtiluiiiHi of theoretical 
elaboration 19 lp,K4) he argue* that an advanced capi¬ 
tal ist contexts far more emphasK has been placed on 
die theory anil analysis, of revolufiofiuy snuggle at 
the expense of the physical laeiicv which could be 
employed It is partly lor Hi is reason that the doctrine 
of 'tcYiilui ternary non-violence' ax a theory andpme- 
tiirr has taken such a hold. In contrast, in the Third 
Work! ’\ H .it is considered axiomatic that revolution 
in mm-hulii 1 !triali/cd areas all hut inharjently entails 
resort to armed struggle and violence/' (p.tfM With 
the immediacy of State violence to contend with, 
[hose L'ligLLgtd in libcraiory struggles tn the Third 
World have had to innovnlc a whole range of tac¬ 
tics—hence the highly developed art of guerrilla 
warfare. Churchill suggest* that we learn from this 
cxLitnple, though he is no* advocating some cull of 
terror'. Ruthcr we must recognise that “...in order to 
be effective and ultimately successful. any revolu¬ 
tionary movement within advanced capitalist nations 
must develop the broadest range of thinking/sLetion 
by which to confront the stare/" ip- £ >J ^ In this "con¬ 
tinuum of activity' non-violent action—crucial I y 
divorced from it* delusional ideologic a I trappings— 
has el role lo play, but then so too does "armed self- 
defense. and,,.the mini of 'offensive' miliiELry oper¬ 
ations." (p.99 ) In (his situation B ml her than non-vio¬ 
lence being seen as the antithesis of violence and 
morally evaluated* hoth become useful lactics to he 
used els necessary in the revolutionary strategy* 

Whether you sigree with alt of Cluin.li ill* argu¬ 
ments or not (and personally 1 have a few problems 
with the therapy stuff) his analysis of die pact list 
doctrine is both eloquent llfmcL truly eye-opening. I 
spent some lime involved in explicitly non-violent 
activism in the UK without really thinking through 
the ideological implications—it was simply the hrst 
direct action scene I came across. I only wish that I 
fiEtLJ re ad tills book 7 years ago and hastened the 
teaming process that has led me to many of the same 
conclusions as the author. Don’t be pm off, however, 
i T yn ll ape happily involved in non-violent action; this 
book will shed new light (Tn your activities. In shim, 
1 can’t recommend this book highly enough—it you, 
your Ifiend, your flat mute or your mum hasn't re;HJ 
this book then get a copy quick! 


MB 
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Making Punk A Threat Again 

Profane Exfstence-The Best Cut* 1989-1993 
published by Profane Existence 
(PO 0 ok 8722. Minneapolis. MN 55408, USA.) 
ISBN 0 9662035-0-X 


Making Punk 4 Threat Again —what? So thou 
geezers with skanky t-shiris. rttohfcjuis and random 
blue toil* on [heir faces lying pissed In the doorway 
ol the 7-EI: arc supposed to be u threat to ihe suite? 
Punk hsis always been subject to a wide range of Jiijjt- 
interpretation. di^mliM&l and abuse-, but ic\ actually 
spawned ihe growth of a near-global culture of resis¬ 
tance, DIV-ethics and minual support—;JI surpris¬ 
ingly thriving in "Tliird World' country with large 
youth populations.. Punk (Jocsn i seem lo be such a 
big thing here id the UK as it is elsewhere—and I'm 
convinced ih*it this is due to American Vines and 
hands using Ihe slogan *Gct Pissed 1 which mcan^ 
L gcE angry' in the USA. hut which could easily be 
misunderstood over herd 

Recently available in the UK the turns is a collce- 
lion iif random rants mid informative purees from the 
long running US punk magazine Profane Existence 
(PE}. I have always been excited by ihi:i mug. which 
Wens way beyond iht usual punk fanzine formal of 
lots of bund interview^ reviews and unreadable ail 
and paste layout, It included 'proper' an teles on 
action and organisation, plus 'scene reports* from all 
over the world. Only 
in Profane Existence 
have l seen article* on 
Polish equals, Israel) 
an urc hi si federations 
and Unarcba-punk 
gatherings in 

Uruguay. 

Profa ne Exi stc nee 
always pus pO lilies 
before puking m 
thafs why Eh is book is 
such a good read for 
not -just-pu nks + Ranis 
on sexism and anti- 
fascism arc personal 
p flfiski n a le and bring 
the issues home. 

Articles like 'Teach 
your lucking self’ 
about toIf-educalion 
or 4 Zincdom P inspire 
you to do something 




to improve your E|fe P Reports from the LA riots or 
from PE projects such as the Emma Center -a social 
centre in Minneapolis —art analytical and interest¬ 
ing. Discussions about "free speech for fascist^ or 
women only spaces are thought provoking and 
there'* lots of different ideas presented on ami-mass 
organising in collectives and federations, a* well as 
experience* of them all. 

Ajid you gei cool graphics, pictures, collage* and 
cartoon* throughout (J still ihink book* without pie- 
Etire* arc boring) plus a hcallhv injection of straight¬ 
forward anger. "‘Anger is orgasmic, li makes you 
tremble, moan and shudder, and Ll feels good to 
release h. Don't deny yourself m orgasm. The 
poverty of everyday existence is fucking you and 
loving it; ruck it buck and love it more. Actualize 
y«r anger, bring ii lo life, use it lo smash. Then, 
through clenched icclh. grin. Those fuckers will 
never have you / 1 (p.67) 

It's obvious l wax extremely inspired toy this cbl- 
leclton so go see for yourself. It’s available for £5.25 
including postage (make cheques and Postal Orders 
payable to Active Distribution) and send them to: 
Active Disirihuliori. BM Active, London, WC1N 
3XX, UK. Unfortunately PE folded with its final 
issue in November 1998, Number 37—still available 
if you look around. Despile this ihe PE collective are 
continuing with sittrililf projects. Check out their 
website air www.profiiueejttstence.com 
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r From Knapping To Crapping 

Running Riot Through The Supermarket Of Skills! ^ 




The monster of enclosure applies not just to land, 
but equally to knowledge - Every day we become 
Increasingly dependant orv specialists and experts- 
whether it be to produce our food, cure our illnesses 
or mend our tods. This division of labour is central to 
the maintenance of a hierarchical system where we 
are all alienated from ourselves, each other and the 
world around us. To continue, advance and intensify 
the domination of our lives these people jealously 
guard and mystify the skills they have. This creates a 
culture of dependence-one where we're scared to try 
and take control of our lives because we feel we don't 
have the knowledge necessary to do so. So, if we are 
ever to transcend this fucked system, part of what we 
need to do is to re learn many of these skills that have 
been forgotten, destroyed or stolen from us. 

To try and help this process along we have emptied 
our shelves, perused through dusty bookshops, and 
waded through various catalogues to compile this list 
of practical skills books and pamphlets. When using 
this list remember that no book is ever a replace¬ 
ment for practice and experience and reading a book 
listed here is not intended to be a substitute for that. 

Many of the publications have a strong USA bias {par¬ 
ticularly those in the Slogs and Scorns, Things That — 

Go Bong and Wacktivtem sectiansi-or, worse than this, some may contain out-of-date informa¬ 
tion, Despite this we have listed these when no other suitable UK or recently written alternative 
has been found. The inclusion of a book or pamphlet in this list does not mean we agree with the 
politics of its writer, editor or publisher-and ft doesn’t necessarily mean we suggest you try what 
is suggested in It. 

Having said all this, the books below can hopefully act as a starting point for people who want 
to find out more about a particular skill or field of Interest. We find the fact that there is this 
huge diversity of skills out there - as well as many more we haven’t even touched upon-incred- 
Ibly exciting, despite never having the desire nor ability to try our hand at all of them. Hopefully 
you’ll find this Section inspiring and informative and we await your comments on ft with glee! 
(The code in brackets after each review relates to a key at the end of the whole section. To find 
out where you can get a copy of the publication reviewed refer to this on page 32-4.) 


Forward To The Paleolithic! 

Earth Knuek—Slime Age Skill* Eor The 
I ^ in lit Ih Century In It and R Blankenship 
(Peregrine' Smith) ISBN (14179-05733*5 Provide* 
working details on how in acquire a whole raft of 
useful skills. Twist and pistil sllOttf; «>|w from plant 
fibres, Icam basic (lire knapping, make iiuiuml dyes 
and tiny pottery, lighl a fire using friction, weave 
baskets and kinds more. Bring on die Millennium 
Bug! (ECO) 

Indian Scout 1’rufl and |.«rc l>y (harks A 
Eustninn (Constable mid Company} ISBN 0-4Kft* 
22095-5 Written hy n full blooded Sioux Native 


American thin book (originally published in 1914} 
contains details of the authors iraining and experi¬ 
ences as a buy brought up in the irtiditional Sioux 
way. Although not that useful Tor learning skill* 
from, it’s worth reading for llic insighis it gives inlo 
Sioux life. {BKj 

Outdoor Survival Skills hy Larry Dean Olsen 
((.'hieuj&u Review Press) ISBN 1 -5S6S2-O$4-0 A 
revised and expanded edition of (his excellent menu 
al on primitive living skills. Has snippets of Native 
American influenced philosophy, is well as good 
advice on ftre-IJghung, water, umbering and prepar¬ 
ing plains, shelter construction and hunting. (BK) 
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kii i Muirs’ U urld of Survival by Hay Mears uitd 
June Hinder iKurjh.'H iillim Publishers) ISBN B- 
Q0472DS34 A book published to accompany rtw 
recent BBC id*: vis km series Trucks. Contains si* 
sections with each one taking a look .n ihe ways that 
indigenous people from around the world live in har¬ 
mony with each other and nature, Includes sections 

T 

on She IKimg Sun in Namibia, the NuauJa of Semin 
in Indonesia ami she Evenk people of Siberia, Buy 
Means also runs excellent— iilbctl e*pcmsive-“CourS’' 
es, For details of these contact: WotHlIore. 77 
Dillingburgli Rond, Eastbourne* East StiMttX. BN2G 
SUL UK. Telephone: 0I5&0 &I C «(ML (BK) 



The SAN Survival Hitmlhiaok by John W isent mi 
t\V|||inm i ollin* LLiid Sons) ISBN 04)0.2(71X5 rt 

3 remember buying my copy of Olin when E w m uh™t 

ten ami petrified of 
nuclear war! 

F 0 CU«C 5 on gelling 
through short term 
survival situations 
ami us such is unfor¬ 
tunately very nnen* 
uued towards the 
military/s urvivalist 
market. Despite this 
U is to be recom¬ 
mended as ITs full of 
a B ^baHfIv«Qlsi«iv l Mi ^hmI basic informa¬ 
tion. Also published as ll pocket sized book by 
Collins. sliK> 


The Survival Uundhonk by KuvmiHid Metres 
r I hi! nes i'll hi. Isliing y ISBN I -H5MX-1 HlbK 

Comprehensively covers all types ml primitive living 
skills. Clearly written and well illustrated with excel 
lent photograph* ihis book is the best available on 
the subject for the UK Unfortunately out of print, 
at though it is possible— svrid well worth it—to truck 
it down van u library. iBK) 

Tom Brown^ Field Guide ti> Wilderness Survival 
by Tom Brown ,fr with Brandt Morgan i Berkley 
Bonks) ISBN U-425-10572-5 Tom is an incredible 
person. Brought up during ttie lO&Os in I be Pine 
Barron USA. he WMs close friends with one of the 
iii*a surviving Apache Lipin Scouts This book- 
only one in a series—is crammed lull ol iniormat ion. 
.stories .md diagrams explaining the skills that hc*s 
kdrot over live years. Tom also runs courses— for 
details of these oontact: The Tracker Inc., W) Box 
173 i Ashbury, NJ 08802. USA. (BK) 


Self Defence __ 

When learning seif defence it - ft important that 
biioks should only be used as u starting point or 
cmmpliirvericary aid ro training —*tcM a replacement 
for it Although to become proficient in defending 
yourself lakes years of practice, a few useful tech¬ 
niques can be picked up fairly quickly. We reckon 
that it \s Iicst to use the books below fo get a fed 
for a particular style that appeals to you and then, 
if you want to learn il to any level of compciewe, 
find a good school and start attending—regn I tiry! 

A Dkti.. of the Martial Arts by Louis 

Frederic l AIM mm ITt^sl ISBN 0*4X5-1 KIWI-1 A 

reference guide tpihe technical and historical aspects 
of all the martini arts. Line drawings illustrate hun¬ 
dreds of techniques cross references show the rela¬ 
tionships hetween different styles and entries give 
summaries of all the ddlorcnE mis. (BK) 

Free to Fight—An Inkmtlvc Nell Defence 
Project (Candy Ass Records) Double LP and 

Booklet A bencht record with stories and sound 
advice on feminist sell defence. Intended for use by 
wtnnert and girls only it's an encouraging read—stud 
good music ttio! Ftsra copy check out a good record 
store or contact: Candy As* ReOoidi, PO Box 423W2, 
07242, P^inlatid, Oregon, USA. 

Kmig Fu —-Tm? Kwnndo, Thi Chi. Kendo* Lrido 
und Shinto Ryu by Fuj (hnidnian (Hermes 
House) ISBN 1-X41I3X-20.M A guide to the most 
popular martial arts, with clear step-by-step lech’ 
nique* and specialist advice, over 3(K) colour phoios 
demonstrating moves, and explal nation* of the 
underlying philosophy of each art. (BK) 

Mari oil Arts far Ik^ln tiers Ivy Ron Sleh (Writers 
nnd Renders} ISBN 0-X6? 14-171-5 Not a “how tif 
book exactly, hut probably ibn best available intro¬ 
duction lo. and overview of, the martial arts. Covers 
the history of the lighting arts, distinguishes between 
them and has i ;omc rccomnaendjoions ior people who 
are thinking of taking one up. (RKi 

The Murliul Art* Encyclopedia b y Jennifer 
Lawler (Masters Pre*X) ISBN 1-5702K4>6S-1 The 

most comprehensive reference guide to the martial 
arts. Serves as a gcawi resource for those who wish to 
Esnd out more about all the different styles. (BKl 

Murliul Ails For Women—A iTuelStuI Caiiide by 
Jennifer 4 I^wlir tTurlk- JTessi ISBN JNMM.UilOi 

A reference for women interested in the martial arts, 
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Plenty of J how- eo' informal ion on inpics like condi¬ 
tioning, kicking* striking,, self defence; spa mug Euad 
injury prevent ion, C B K i 

Three Second Fighter—The Sniper Option bj 
t.tarfT Thompson {Sunnioersdtale) ISBN I-K7J47?' 
66-7 The majority of fights Iasi less than 3 seconds, 
This bt*ik I rains you to read die body language and 
ritual of attack and so learn eo slop your attacker in 
their trucks by lining a physical and psychological 
+ fenee" or u 'sbogtmg attack. iBK) 

Health And Fitness 

iiiv UiNidlhcmh ofS^imminR by I In*id Wilkie ami 
Kelvin Juhu ^Mbrnn Books) IS JIN £h 72(17-2(161-3 
A I Lilly revised edition du* practical ni.mu.il includes 
learning Eo swim, techniques, nutriiioii and rncriisili- 
ty. Fully i Hum rated with photographs and iiliistm- 
tLons throughout. t B K. I 

Fitness for Dtim lilies edited by Suzanne 
Schlesberg <DX3 Bcokll ISBN 1-56&K4-K66-K Ah 

csscHiia] "gel fifc r reference covering fitness in a prac¬ 
tical and fun way. Provides tips, Icchnkptcs and ^ug- 
geslsons for it heullby life. (BKl 

The Stone Age Heidih Programme—Ilk-1 and 
K St cruise ns Nature Intended: by S Boyd Futon* M 
Shnstak and M Konner (Angus and Robertson 
Publishers} ISBN 0 207 16264 4 Half diet book 
and hull exercise guide, this b*>ok argues that we 
have evolved n* hve a Paleolithic lifestyle and that 
nearly ad twills today conx from straying from this 
path* Gives recommendations on how we can return 
!ii ™r healthy mow with a Paleolithic diet and exer¬ 
cise programme- (UK* 

Survival of the Fittest—Understanding Health 
anil Peak Iphytfcid Performance by Mike Si mud 
(Vintage) ISBN JMI9-9272594IThe author, a partic¬ 
ipant of extreme physical challenges, seis out the 
dlcl, esavi.se anti genetic factors that enable humans 
to perform at (heir peak. Analyses feats of survival 
and athletic prowess ihni ill um rale the way the body 
functions at it* best. Also h m lips on how co gel, and 
suiy, tit. (RK} 

Trim hi un 1 raining by Dave Scolt (Simon & 
Srhuslm ISBN 0*671*60473-2 Triathlon competi¬ 
tion* involve swimming, cycling anti run mug and 
iheir participant arc generally regarded as the best at 
alt-round fitness, This book covers lhe physiology of 
the bmly, has individual chapters on each discipline, 
workout schedules and suggestions for suitable diets. 


Useful, and not jus! Iw people planning to enter j 
[ n mil Urn 1 IBK) 

Si retching—F sere toes For Everyday Fil itt by 
Bob Anderson (Pelham Bncikxi ISBN 0-7207- 
135 l-X Si retching keeps the muscles flexible and 
ready, improves performance, helps prevent injury 
and makes you feel g<Hid- This book has over 1000 
drawings mid clear uistniclions to help you slrelcli 
effectively. (BK) 

Ffr$t Aid And Medical 

The Anarchist AIDS MedScut Formula^ \ 
(tlildc to Guerrilla Immimnln^i by ("barfi* W 
Caulfield wilb Willi tiiitiJherj- (North Allan Hr 
Bools) ESlIN t-55643-L 75-9 Cuullldd Was diag¬ 
nosed HIV positive in January 1994 and lias since 
dedicated his life to telling people the alternative 
AIDS therapies that have been suppressed by the 
medical establishment. This book mentions oil of 
them—'from DNCB anil Vitamin A through lo 
Chinese medicine and antiaxidunls. A resources sec¬ 
tion at the end lints useful organisation and further 
information* For tnore details on alternative treat 
ments lo HIV/AIDS contact Bodypositive nn; 01273 
6932266- (BK> 

Beyond \nlibantics-—50 [nr &i) Ways to II[Hist 
[uiLiigiiiljt and Avoid \ lit i bio tics by Michael A 
Seh in id l Lind others (North Atlantic Books} ISBN 
l-55(4J4Sik5 Everybody ugrees that msubioiics ace 
crisp, no here are Loads of ideas lor gelling hy without 
them. Includes sections on ioiid ami nutrition. sleep, 
smoking, herbs ami vitamins* Also tillers fourteen 
alternant e treatments lor eoiinvii.ni iiil merits that arc 
Often I rented by antibiotics. (BK) 

Cantcr Therapy—The Independent Consumer V 
Guide to Non-Tojtic Trent me til mid IVtuutiun hi 
Ralph W Mass I i\{|uiimv Mressl ISBN 1- 
88 J 02906-3 This thick guide reports on X(S unortho¬ 
dox cancer treatments and has nearly 1000 refer¬ 
ences from medical journals to back up its claims., 

(BK) 

[lj|cb Medicine—Advanced Field Fimtiium Tur 
ihnerpieiicies by Htiph I, Coffee (Paladin Press I* 
ISBN Ci-H73fi4'7l7-3 How to deal with iruuniaiic 
injuries that occur in witdcmess settings where there 
is no ehimee of Em evaeualion. Provides siep-by-step 
insiruciioiis, real life examples and photos on dealing 
with infected wounds, small wound repair, pain con¬ 
trol. treatment of bums and more, (PAT} 
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f|mi Aid hv Dr RM Youngson wish i hq llinurum 
Group (HwpcrCoIlm^)* ISBN 0-M-470U88 Small 
pockci sizcd manual ibac a>vcrs all bosk first aid 
techniques and stills. Well illustrated and 
explained—this 5s a book worth gening and keeping 
with your first aid kit- (BK) 

hirst Aid Manual—Cmer^onq Procedures for 
Everyone ait Home, an Work or ul Leisure The 
Authorised Manual of Hi. John Ambulance, St, 
Andrew's Ambulance Association aiftd The 
British Red Cram Society (Dor linn Kinckrdcy) 
ISBN OdlU 18-230*5 Comprehensive clear guide to 
every typo of mediciil emergeney. Includes the prln* 
pjples of lirsi aid. basic resuscitation techniques and 
a well illustrated guide to dealing with specif 
Injuries, Don't wait until you need ibis book lo save 
u life—do a first aid course imwl For detail* of your 
local one contact St. John Ambulant on: 0171 2?5 
5231. (BK) 

11 dpi n f* Ibe Adult Survivors of Child Siuuii 
Abuse—For Friend*, Fundi its and Lover* by 
kailir Starke (Mother Cattfftgi Press! ISBN Ii- 
941 MI-026-9 A meaningful and I bought provoking 
account of childhood sexual abuse. This book aims 
to help friends of survivors underhand die behaviour 
of victims, and so nid them on the recovery process. 
(Alt) 

Medical Handbook fur Walkers and Climbers by 
Peter Steele (Cfitislnblt 1 ! ISBN D*09~47B2lti-5 

Provides first aid information to cover all eventual i 
ties. Suggests equipment and drags io carry and 
describe* various condition* and how iu treat cJiern, 
from lbft minor— nosebleed* and blisters* to ihc 
major—hypothermia fracturev mu! pub m y oede¬ 
ma. am 

Nit turn I Pregnancy by Jan el lijiWus (Cain 
Books) ISBN I-83-67W2*7 Practical well-being 
juidti to pregnancy—from conception through to 
birth. (BK) 

Our Bodies Ourselves—A H fall It Itmik By And 
For Women by Angela Phillips and Jill Knkimm 
(Penguin) ISBN II-14-01144Jti-2 A classic women's 
health book covering a wide range of issues. from 
physiology yml sexuality through to violence against 
women* common women's health problem* and the 
menopause. Also lols of in formal ion on bolb pre 
venting, and having, babies, (BK) 

Siting Without (Busses—Imp rm mg Your Vision 
Naturally )>> Dr Hnherl Mttliucl kuplim (Beyond 


Word* Publishing) ISBN 0-041831-97-3 

According to this hook weak eyesight and other 
problem* related to your eyes can be corrected using 
natural, inexpensive methods-—exercises. nutrition 
and attitude adjust me nl. Details all of these and has 
information an clinical studies to prove the point. 

(BK) 

US Army Special Forets Medical HundlwMik by 
GJtn K CndR (Paladin Press) ISBN 047364454*9 
A quick reference guide to disease diagnosis and 
crcalmenu drugs and dosages.* emergency paramedic 
skills, and preventative medicine. Special sections 
on nuclear injuries, biological and chemical warfare 
arid emergency surgery! (PAL) 

H^r ba li sm__ 

When using the books liMcd below be certain thul 
yatt are positive with the identification of any herbs 
that you intend to use. The best way of [coming is 
to be eornpeiefit in the use of a Oom guide. 
Alternatively. or ideally ax welt, goon a walk with 
somebody who can show you which herbs are 
which. Also bear in mind the ecological impact of 
"wildcrafting'. as collecting from (he wild h 
known. It sliuuld only be done if there are loads of 
the plani in dial areu H although even if there arc* 
you should avoid picking the whole plant. If using 
herbs medicinally* make sure it is for minor aL!« 
me ms or fixsl aid only. For anything more serious 
(Le: lhut lasts for a few days) il is ttcom mended 
ihat you sec somebody more kruwvledgeahle. 
Learn respect for herbs. 

. ■ -—.- 

ITic Complete New Herbal edited by kielnird 
Mabcy (Penguin i ISBN 0-14-0134DI-I A good alb 
round Introduction to herbs and their use*—not jusi 
medicinal, hue as dyes* iu cook mg and beauty, Also 
has ideas on how so grow them. Not good for iden¬ 
tification in (he wild though, (BKS 

The EacyclopjHHdlu of Medicinal Plants b_> 
Andrew ClKYiillier (Darling Klndersfey) ISBN 0- 
7513-0314 i bis looks a hi! of a coffee (able book as 
it'.s very glossy, hut is actually quite useful. Good 
large format herbal* which covers most herbs used, 
including some Indian and Chinese ones. Main herbs 
have a whole page description: whil st other? arc cov¬ 
ered in less detail. Lovely pictures. (BK) 

Herb Craft— A Guide loihe^lmniiiiiic and Ritual 
Use of HltIik by K l.nuiKkr and A FrnnklLn 
iCupnll Banul ISBN Mi9H3(l7-57^ Don't let (he 
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about riiual use, hm ibis book is good for the folklore 
unit such like informutiod. No pictures. bul good 
description* of iht herbs—ns well $* some interest¬ 
ing rodpea. (BK) 

lU rtuil Rtmcdfcsi by thrLsitoplicr Hedky and Non 
Shuw (PlMpm) ISBN 0-7525-2148-9 Wonderful 
book on how to: actually make your own remedies— 
including creams, tinctures, and even cider vinegar 
Good pictures nud easy to follow in^i ructions. Has 
small section -it the end about mm ot the mo-st use- 
ltil herb* to have in the house for first aid. (Bkf 

Jlygwhi—A Womens Herbal by Jemmlnc Pur vat i 
(Fncatom) ISBN (Mm5!l-54 i» Gorgeous book 
made with love. Focuses on women only—dealing 
wiih periods, fertility and childbirth.. Drawback is 
thai it is written by ari American and mainly covers 
US herbs. All women interested in herbs should retd 
this. (BK) 

The Wild Flowers of Britain and Northern 
Eurap? {Collittft) ISBN CMM21M69-9 A portable, 
excellent flora to help identify plants in ihe wild. 
Easy to use dower key. A must for those who wan! to 
know their planis! i.BK) 

A Women's Book of Herbs by KlhubiMh Brooke 
(The Women + s Press) ISBN 0-7I4WI9M 

Interesting fur giving the astrological reL rentes for 
I he herbs she writes about, following Culpepper and 
thai English tradition Focuses only on women, hut is 
noted for giving the emotional aspects of the herbs 
along with the medicinal. Very useful. (BK) 

Blags And Scams 

I Ik C omplete Book of InLernalitpnail Smuggling 
by Mt" Finn H’nhidln Press) ISBN tM7Jlffc4*26K-6 

Smuggling is easy money for touring or profession - 
:i] Lfirns alike. This book covers which goods sell 
Where, avoiding trouble, what customs officers look 
for and how dregs are smuggled, (LP) 

Dowrinu—One Man's: W ay by J Sen it Elliot 
(Unknown) Nu ISBN I ain’i no bleeding hippy bui 
even water and oil companies are taking this serious¬ 
ly now, This book Is the result of IB years experience 
in practical dowsing. Covers, tools, their Lise and also 
gives examples of the potential for dowsing, (ECO I 

Duty Free—Smuggling Made Kray by Michael 
Connor (Paladin ^rcss) ISBN 0*87364-244-3 I his 

book gives ytni some ideas, both simple and com- 


«BK) 

Free Stud— How Others (ill Free Money, 

GMOlIne und Everything by John Green (Paladin 
Prt*i| ISBN U'87344*t57>fi Find OU! how other* at 
scrounging every filing I rum ears and clolhcs To med* 
leal care and money- Shows schemes- -Mom the sam¬ 
ple to the complex idling you how to gel free trav¬ 
el. Film iickecs, postage, hmrents, insurance ,ind 
more, i PAl-1 fl 

t he 1 .ji.si Frontier* on Earl h—Si range Him 
Where Yon Can Live Free by Jon Fisher 
c Lomu panics Unlimited) ISBN 0*9 1 5 17-^H-S 

Take* you to the many strange places where the 
author reckons you can live I tor noihing. hidudcK 
Antfirtica* The Arctic Icecap. Boating icebergs 
ocean plulEtomis, Jiving us a nomad, usidcawater Iwhi- 
tins,. airships and underground hideaway*. (LP) 

Si 1 he If Help Guide—Hie Smart Lifter's 
Hiiiidhiiok by Gabriel Cal me itnd Gabriel Glume 
iTrlx Publishing) ISBN tMJ6KII7*I-0-ft The first 

p 3 rt of the book covers the morals and motives of 
shoplifters, retailers and the authors themselves, 
Then goes on in extensive chapter* on how 10 actu¬ 
ally sieul stuff from stores—with over 40 di Benefit i 
approaches to iry. The Iasi chapter deals wiih the 
security devices designed to thwart shoplifters and 
lhen tells you how lo gei around them. Thi* K>ok 
may he the las! filing you huyl HiK) 

t he Vegetable LlbcraUon Front (St If PtibtiNhed) 
No ISBN A publication Iron the VLF who seek te 
liberate die captive ftwids tfxm shops—supermarket 
and 'right-on* organic oullcis ulikc. Much of this 
publication describes their technique for brazenly 
walking Into stores and freeing the produce. Also has 
Tales of train hopping, a bicycle pans library -md 
building ll makeshift house in the woods. For a copy 
send some dollars to: 3124 Shattucfc Avenue, 
Berkeley. CA 94705. USA. 

Mulching Felicity Kendal 

Elicit Yard Cimipwttllg tty John Rmitai {Gm.il 
Earth JltMihs) ISBN J-9lio3’2-«4-S t-Mtm- 

p»>stiHt ,tl hisittc in conserve water, reduee ruhhish. 
Lmrith ihe scttl, repliite loxie lerlilt^efS ltiivc tun! 
Also mentions the vnrious i>pe* ol composting bins 
unti ufccsst»ries nm3 gives instructions for eojistnicl* 
iim yiiur own from sump material*. (PP> 
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Fertile Waste—MojiaginE Your DumeMie Scwlijjc 
by PBarpvr 4 t'l.-nitn.' far AlU-mulivc Technology) 
LSBN 1-89K049-II2-5 Treat your own sewage arid 
use it for plant I ceding! Hie nature of scwAgc n lieiillh 
Add Ufi'ty, niakirig 4 compost mi leu managing -cpitc 
tanks and more are all covered in here. (CAT) 

The Humana re Hand hook—A Guide to 
Composling Human Manure by Joseph L Jenkins 
(Jenkins Publishing) ISBN 0*9*4425W*X Written 
by an organic gardener this hook has demits about 
Null basic and complex methods of dealing with 
human excrement. Uses plenty of photos, humour 
cartoons, and tables to show how we should Ik- using; 
our shil for mope productive cuds rather Ihui Just 
polluting the scns t lakes and rivers. (CAT) 

How co Shit in the Wocids by Kathleen Meyer 
(Tfen Speed Press) ISBN 0-89815-627-0 A collet 
lion of techniques to assist wilderness freaks to 
acquire the skills of diluting awwy (tom civilisation* 
Has sections on Digging a Hole, When You Can 1 
Dig a Hole and Trekkens Tiuls. (CAT! 

Sewage Snlutmii.s—AilsWerinK the Coll of Nature 
by N Grant, M Mundic anrl C Weedem {Center for 
Aliimat Ive Technology) IS JIN 1 -898049 -J3-0 
Whether you are connected to I he mains or nol e this 
book wit! help you make ihe rtgln choices for small 
scale sewage treatment Hm sections on household 
water flow, compost toilets, cesspits, solar ponds and 
collecting waste water. (CAT) 

Things That Go Bang 

A speediit warning fur Home of the book* in this 
section. Dabbling with this staff usually Ltimdtuo 
; into serious i rouble—and not just from the heavily 
armed mUHeirwis! cops when they smash tiiclr 
way into your htHisc ai 3 o’clock in the morning. 

In addition to those killed oulright there are a num¬ 
ber of people walking astound today that are min¬ 
ing an eye, or have otie or twit lingers less than 
they'd like, due to their experiments: with home¬ 
made guns and explosives. 

As well as kids who have reetd (cxi many siurvi val¬ 
id magazines* they include well trained experts 
with decades of experience behind them, The 
things discussed in these books arc by their very 
nature highly unpredictable ami ]>l item?ally Eclhal. 
Jf you nuisl team about them don’t rely on a bonk 
for anyliiing but a very basic iheorelieul under¬ 
standing. 


t he Anarchist Cookbook by William Powell 
(Barricade Books) ISBN 0-9623032-0*8 Has to be 
mentioned really, although only to warn people not 
to go anywhere near it. Contains mad, had, flawed 
ami potentially lethal descriptions of making drugs, 
guns, explosives and booby-traps, Conspiracy ihca¬ 
ries abound about this book."—with some reckoning 
the CIA wrote ii to help kill us alt off! You have been 
warned. {PAL) 

The Art nf Hie Rifle liy Jell (’{toper 4 Paladin 
Prrvd ISHN 8-87364-931-1 Here Jell Mir 

foremost firearms Instructor in the USA—tells you 
everything yon need lo know about shooting the 
rifle, whether it he for hunting, target shouting nr 
combat. A classic amongst shooters; apparently. 
(PAL) 

Blow^ilrtv—The lirealh of Heath In Michael I) 
Janfrh (Paladin Press) ISBN 0-87346-707-7 Not 

fHmtf hq much as Jjjjf. Covers purchasing a modem 
hlowgun. making you own, how to them, 

devising targets, maitite Eunice mi storage. (LP) 

Bwrawrwigs—How to Make and Threw Them by 
Bernard S Mnstm (Dovlt Ptibllcnlionsl LSBN (>- 

48623-628*7 This in a cool bnokl Be like ihe feral 
kid in Mad Max 2 by and team how to build and fly 
Cross- stick, Pin - w hcc I, Boomubirds, Tumbles! icks 
and more! (CAT) 

il nut h of the Dragon—I hmiebu ill 

Fljuncth rowers by llnuiiur Benson rPnlarlin 
Press) ISHN 0-87364-565-0 According lu elds book 
El miielli rowers ant powerful cheap and easy to build 
and (Operate. Includes easy ->to-fol low LnNlreciions to 
help you construct your own gu^dedM 
flamethrower. Also lias pilaus lor back puck and vehi¬ 
cle mounted design*. (PAL) 

Ibmd'fi Tool kit—A Ott/eiix + Guide to Taking 
Out Big Brother's Heavy Weaponry by Rn^mir 
llensmi t Loom panics Unlimited) ISBN 1-55950- 

143-X Ragnar brings together many of his unusual 
interest here in a guide for gelling rid of Goliath's 
tanker hclfcoptcrs, trucks, jeeps and uiher heavy 
vehicles and weapons. ITiis book will teach you to 
make molrttw cocktails, thermite grenades, explo¬ 
sives and much, much more. (LP) 

A Hii^lt-Viiurscir Submachine Gun—It's 
Hun iv made, 9mm, Lightweight mid Do ruble hy 
Gerard Metral (Paladin Pre*) ISBN 0-87364- 
K4IM An illustrated step-by-step guide eo construct 
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ing your very own 9mm selective Tire hlowbacfc suib- 


machine g un. i PAL i 

Guerrilla's Arsenal— Advanced Ifechntques fur 
Making Explosives und Time IXIu> Bombs by 
Durid Harper ( I'alad in Press) ISBN 0-87364*7556 

A complete pnmer nn making explosives from 
scratch and ihen using them. Describes the ojuip- 
menl K safely procedures and l£Chni£|U£S foe construe- 
lion as well as having aoecdOCcs from the IRA and 
dte USA Underground in the 70s, (PAL) 

liiirBiciiiudL- Amnio—llow in Make U, How in 
Reload It and llow in Cache El by Duncan Long 
(Paladin Press) ISBN 0-87364-816-1 Now having 
made your submachine gun you need some bullets. 
Here is Eftc hook dial (ells y™ with a link- help 
from some bisk tools—how to mike ihem. I deludes 
all the technical detail* needed, (PAL) 

Improvised Mu cut in ns Black Book Volumes One, 
Two and Three I Paladin Press) No ISBN 
Originally published as US military manuals fihicsc- 
were aimed at idefeasing the potectlial of special 
forces and guerrilla troops in resisting the Soviet 
invasion. Has instruction in ihe an of manufacturing 
explosives from easily available materials with >ec- 
tkm* un itie eons! rue don of detonator*, shaped 
charge s t delays switches and incendiaries, (PAL) 

Professional Hi min, traps—Special Devices mid 
IttlniHiins by SeymuLir Lccker [Paladin Prea4) 
ISBN 0-87364-609-1 Gives an overview of booby- 
trap* used by today's armies. Written in mui-iechm- 
caL easy too follow language with mem Ifu&n 100 
illustrations on how to build, obtain, set and detect 
bmihytraj»- (PAL) 


Zip*. Pipes mid Pens—Arsenal of Improvised 
Weapons hi J David Trilby (Paladin Press) ISBN 
0*87364-702*5 Using examples from prisons, the 
‘Third World" and police departments the author 
demon si rates ft wide variety of improvised 
firtanmt—including their cnnM ruction and usage. 

I PAL) 

Home Sweet Home 

lEiukl (I with Hales—A Step-In-Sli p GuLik- [a 
Straw Buie Coiislrut lion hy Mutt us Myrlirmun 
and SO MjuI tunuld (f belsea (IntiO ISBN 0* 
9442H21 -1-9 A clear, ilhniraled. logical gunk lu die 

entire process of designing ami budding >. ’-luw 

bale house. Now take up smoking ! (PP) 

Build Vour Own Yurt—A Coraptiii Guide To 
Mukinu A Mongolian Ger by PR King (Setf 
Published) ISBN 09531763-11-4 II you thought liv¬ 
ing under canvas had lu he damp and miserable you 
should see some of the Gers this bloke has made, 
Remm mended if you want a ie> build j gorgeous ger 
or yurmny yurt. IRK) 

i hc Cub HiiildL-rs I land book'—You Can Hand 
Sculpt Your Own Home by Becky Bee (Green 
f;arili Books) ISBN A third of ihe 

world s populaii-06 Live in home* nmk from mb— 
unbaked earth, h doe* not require great experience to 
build, is ecologically sound, potnfortable and long 
tasting. IIa* chaplets on design, site selection, mate¬ 
rials, foundations, floors, windows and doors, roofs 
and construction. (PP) 

Diners and Dreamer*—The Guide to C'laminunot 
Li ling 98/W ed ili'il by Jimutluuk llow (Diggers 
ami Dreamers Pnbl kill ions j ISBN 0*951494-54-6 



Roll Eng Thunder—Tinning Junk litiu Automobile Lots of article*, liiiilulc* and advice on [the night- 
Weaponry hi Ryan K Kcphart {Paladin Pram) mare ofl living collectively. Ibis practical advice on 
ISBN 0-87364-647-3 Mad Mux cat ywt 
hurt out! Learn how to arm your car for self 
defence on the road. Has plans for smoke 
screens, oil slicks and an electric shock seat- 
belt, (PAL) 

Bit Sling for Sporl and Survival by ( Jiff 
Savage jLoompunic* Unlimited) ISBN 0- 
91517-919*9 Doesn't go bang bm what 
other section coaid Ii go in? Everything you 
wanted to know about every window smash¬ 
ers. favourite—the catapult ur sling. Hm 
details oro construction. usage and ammuni¬ 
tion—everything, from stones to mdotcrvs! 

(PAL) 
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‘idling up a communal hun^dkOld and contain* Hi) 
UK arid some 40(J iimcrnslf kraal contacts. (CAT) 

Hnndmnde Flnu^chiiul.^ by K CoikJlt 
(Infernulianal Murine PuhLKatium} ISBN fi- 
n7l5IM>22-fi Though an American book almost all 
of I Jig idea* litre are applicable to UK nafrowbOAls. 
Good wmac ol idciw arid techniques ami loads of 
practical inform^rion, rECG) 

I I nine Tint I Innte—Principles of Tree Mouse 
Consfruellim by P Nelson und il Madden 
(Penguin) ISBN 0-14*35-WK-8 And they menu tree 
house* —windows, rooft .md everything, Good prac¬ 
tical him si, plans examples, line drawings pud colour 
phfltoh. A must for anyone with access lo u I urge tree, 
i saw and « bu of nails—even covers how m be 
knots in your safely Earns. (ECO) 

llow fn Set up a Hon si rig Co-operative by Kikdical 
Routes (Self PtiMIftlied) No ISBN Fuck off youf 
landlord—set up 3 housing co-op. Hies covers exact* 
ly what a boosing co-op as B formal ilics and struc¬ 
tures, raising money and other options if a housing 
co-op is not for you. Includes a list of useful contacts 
and further reading. Order u copy for £5 C including 
postage) fttuni Radical Routes, c/o Cornerstone 
Resource Centre, 16 Slmlelmake Avenue, 
Chape tsowii, Leeds, LS7 3HB. UK. 

Ideal Home—Survival Edit ion (SuLspcet/HoollEan 
Press) ISBN l H69Kd24J|-2 Probably long omi »f 
prim tu|vhough Iry Ireeituan Ikwikvlinp in London as 
they may have □ lew copies tel l) but si ill a cod uter* 
cho/DIY book- Has sections on squalling buildings, 
flfld Oqtiats. benders imd canal boat living, All i liter- 
sparred with graphics nrwl extra mippel* of infbmu 
1 ion in a wild cut and paste type way r UtK < 

The Self Build Ifmik—I law To Enjoy Itail titling 
Anil Building Venn Own Home by Jon Broome 
and Brian Richard son I Given Earth Bunks) ISBN 
l-HKWJildJO-S The definitive guide to ihe whole 
process of planning and constructing your home. Has 
loads of examples from successfuE projects. (CAT) 

Shelter (Shelter PuMi cal ions/Random Moose) 
ISBN fl-CT9w7«H8-X First published in 1573 this 
176 A3 page book is still the hesi overview of tradi¬ 
tion^ and eeologie-il housing worldwide. It's packed 
with over a thousand beautiful pictures of domes., 
tents, barn.v r cave dwellings, huts, yurts and tree- 
houses, Includes useful building tips .trad design 
ideas. Guaranteed to get your imagination and 
excitement levels racing! (BK) 


Sod II—An III troduet 1011 to Earth Sheltered 
Development In England and Wales by P 
1 . nrptnler (Coventry University JPftess) ISBN 0- 
905-U4928-S Mas a gmd general intmductnan to all 
the topics relating to earth construction, As well as 
ibis ii h as examples horn juilui! prefects and reatistie 
approaches for planning an earth dwelling; (ECO) 

Sitmiiiens Hand bonk by ihe Advisory Service far 
Squatter*. (Self Published i ISBN 0-9507769-3-9 
Every thing you need to know about I he basic*. of 
squatting buddings in the UK. Hus chapter^ on the 
legal aspect* (including pMt-Cximinul fust ice Act), 
finding u place, moving in, repaire, evictions and a 
useful resource guide at ihe end, For a copy send 
£1-50 to: ASS, 2 5t, Pauli's Road, London, NE UK, 

General Mayhem And Mischief 

DIV Tunnel li 111 * by Anouymmjs (Self PtiMivlu-dl 

No ISBN A good pamphlet that covers ull aspects of 
using tunnelling as a tactic 10 delay the eviction of 
direct action camps* Ha* seel ions on: the busier 
shoring up, lighting, air. doors* Jock-ons. concrete; 
fortification, living underground and she eviction. 
For a copy check the web sit; www.soLco.uk/d/diffu- 
Sion/uonic j si unc/c rc 

Eurtli First! Direct Action Mu nun!— 
t ‘ ncom pro n 1 tslng N on-vl ole n I H esi.staticc i n 
lb rinse of Mnihcr Kurtli! [Self Published* No 
ISBN A US LF! production lull of direct action 
skills. Heavy focus on blockade^ lock-sms, tripod* 
und other similar tactics. A loo has mformalion on 
legal situation (USA HpctWic ihoughk hum subbing 
and small hi is on pre-action preparation, hot aid and 
spuees lor notes—although this strikes itig is a seen 
rily no-no. For n copy sent! around 510 to: DAM 
Collective; do SWEFl BO Box 10384, Eugene, 
Oregon 97440+ USA or order from Kite Earth Firstf 
Journal *—sec contacts on page 335, 

Ecodefense—A Field Guide to Monkey s remising 
edited by Dave I'urenian uud Bill ilnvwoud 
(Abb/ug Press) LSftN 1^9637751-0-3 Largely the 
Inuik Thai US Earth First!’ had it^ repuEnliori built 
upon in lhe E9S0s., Mas sections on stopping devel¬ 
opments, tree spiking, disabling vehicles and heavy 
equipment unimal defence; misccllaMOiis devilry 
ami propaganda, tier the Third Edition that has a spe¬ 
cial enlurgLd posi-Duvc Foronuun bLtsi seti ion on 
security—a> well us lui. epilogue On how to sink 
dupn! All. very U.S cemne, but great fun anyway* For 
more useful UK ltd vice see Osymandim Kdcrn; (BKii 
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Fighting Back im the Job by Victor Sntora 
(1 .non i panics Un li m Hfd I IS BN 0-9 1517-9- 11 -5 

Your bote can ruin your life- hut remember you cun 
ruin their life and clwir business! 101 ways of doing 
thai lire included in (his bonk- (AK) 


ba_sk overview of how ih? City of London works, 
and help us fuck if up—irtfbmiirtkffl tor uelton at 
iis bestl For u oapy send £1.00 (including postage i 
u>: JIB Info* Box E, III Mag tie leu Road. Oxford. 
0X4 IRQ, UK. 


A Gardt L iKn Guide for Survival in the Modem 
World! bj Anonymous cSelf Published) No ISBN 
A straight-forward guide ks i rushing genetic crops. 
Cover* preparabon. appropriate clothing, equipment, 
finding and identifying yew cropland then whm lo 
do with It E In til around for a copy of ihh, trite k dow n 
your local imi vile—and then gel digging! 

Roger 1 * ProranbaauruR by Roger Mel lie 
lFulcrhesler Uni terrify Prvs?d ISBN I-902211-05-3 

A new expanded edition of the enlcrcaarimg/liighty 
offensive glossary of vulgarity, expletives. colourful 
ohsemty mid sexual euphemism*, Never be unsure 
about whal the ' Bologna hop’ or an attack of ihe 
helicopters' are again (RKl 

Kabul uge in Ihe American Workplace— 
Anecdote* nf DivsiitfeisfucliiHK Mischief and 
Revenge edited by Marlin Sprouse (Ptwure 
Drop Press) ISBN ik9ft27li9i-3-l Divided into see 

lions according to work category, there are 133 sto¬ 
ries of worker mischief making here. Ranging from 
thieving, stow downs and prinks through to outright 
sabotage dcse stories, moki-c for Lin inspiring, thought 
provoking and funny bock. (AK) 


Osy iiiaoilius Snhoiap 1 Skills Uunrlljook Volumes 
On? and Two by Anonyrmm*— Ftrrt Edition, 
l*>95 (SeirPubliriird) Excellent—the best UK guide 
to eeotngc so far, Obviously wrilten by someone lhal 
knows their stuff, it has so far been published in two 
volumes. The fir# contains really gcwkl basic Infer- 
mixtion on planning a htU security, tools and methods 
of sjibijijige. The second coven more technical >lutf 
including Incendiaries* For a copy sec ihe website at 
http ://c 41 fe tmd c rgrouaid ,a < m/Oi less Ce/Ruom is/Oiy ma 
nditi/snbctige^i i tde \. In in l 

Out of Business—-Force a Company, Business, or 
Mar? In Close its. Doom...for gtmdl hy Dennis 
Fiery fljoomjianks Unlimited) ISBN 1-55950- 
L Vt|-1 Whether you are looking to cripple an ititcma- 
tsurij] conglomerate Of shut down a smalt family mu 
business you’ll find all the techniques you need lo do 
so in this book. For more Idea* on fun and frolics it 
Work check out the How to Fire Yuur Boss—A 
Workers Guide so Direct Action website at: 
www.uu.iwwa^AbtirWKct .action/ttiie.htvtd (LF) 

Knad Raging—Top Tips rnr Wrecking 
Roudhailding by Road Aleri! (Self PuMtdurLi 



Sioiishing The Imape Factory —A Complete 
Muniiut or Billboard Subvert!™ and 
Dwt ruction by Anonymous (Self 

Rubli*hied) No ISBN A collection of bits 
from EeodcfittCt and some additions On 
how to deface and destroy the 
brain wo*King weapons of con¬ 
trol ami contumption—ad vc ri 
hoardings. (E3K.) 

Squaring up 1«i (he Square 
Mile—A rough guide to the 
Cily of London by 
Ccirpcirnte Watch and 
Loudon Reclaim The 
Slret'ls (JIH 

PublkatiOiW) Nil ISBN 
Excellent,, deafly written 
pamphlet produced in ihe 
run-up lo ihe GlohfcJ Day of 
Action on June 1 Wth ihis ye&r 
(see page I ), It aims to provide 4 


ISBN ft-953l-JB2-0fi 

Comprehensive, dearly 
wriuen excellent gunk 
to stopping raids 
(although die informa¬ 
tion is* also applicable io 
most other develop* 
menu*),, Covert all 
stage* of sctiing up a 
campaign* legal in for- 
malion. dealing with 


(be media* knowing your 
enemy, preparing for da reel action, offensive action, 
sustaining the campaign mid pages of useful con¬ 
tacts, Essential reading. No lougei available as a 
book but try the web at; www.cco- 
ujciiori.org/rr/index ,ht ml 

No Comment! 

Ask Me Nn Question*! Til Tell Vuu No Uesl b> 
Jack Lugtr (Loompunic* Unlimited i ISBN l- 
5595011-72-7 How to survive "being interrogate 
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interviewed, quizzed. grilled or it wailed' this i is 3 
manual, lor those wishing lo avoid giving any thing 
away—including in He detector tests! (AK) 

Dirty Tricks Cups Use by Bnrl Rommel 
i I .onm panics 1 tkliikiiledt ISBN I-S595fli-01-4 A 

guidebook lo the sly and aggressive tricks that the 
US police use tci disrupt 
ike lives of people mid 
de muni I i sc pole hti al 

criminals, (LP) 

I it 1 c r r o u n Hon — 

Terh iim toes and Tricks 
to Secure Kvitkmi 1 

(Pulwfiii Pphhi) ISBN II- 
87364 625-« A US 
pujice maminl used to 
train mtenogaiofft. Details the methods they u^e to 
squeeze information oul of us amt includes ledi- 
jiLLflues used by ike Chinese: ami Soviet (.and the 
USA and UK no doubt) during The Cold War- (PAL) 

No Comment—The IkfcndnniN Guide to Arrest 
(with added Criminal Justice Ad In formal toil D 
by London Anarchist Black Cross I Self 
Published) No ISBN Excellent guide m getting 
nicked in the UK and whai is likely Id happen when 
you Jo. Clearly explains whin you an- obliged eo do 
when arrested and your rights, *fl well as giving 
examples of hqrw ihe cops try and gel you 10 answer 
questions and inch minute yourself, Lssential knowl¬ 
edge for anyone reading this. Free copies arc avail¬ 
able from London ABC —we page 290 for address, 

WlihoiiE a Trace —To Lhc I husidc the I jiw You 
Have to tic I tones! hi Morin r tv iSi'W PiihlMudl 
Nil ISBN Intended to try and even ihe balance 
between us ,uid the pul ice. this is a practical guide to 
fingerprints. forensics* phone lapping und video sur¬ 
veillance. Includes a section (sligh'ly daied) on how 
the police operate—including i]i?eir communication 
systems. Abo has an interesting interview with a 
person involved in animal llhcr-aiion dial has details 
of how they planned und executed il raid on a vi vi¬ 
sed Urn lab. Hard to get hold of-—but essential read¬ 
ing if doing anything dodgy. (BK) 

Craft 

B:i‘iic llkirksniilli-iiig—An IfilroductiuEi In tool 
Making by David und Bcnrinrd Heer 

l [ rsir r media IC Tee h no Inqy ) ISBN 1 -®5-J3995-6 

Whh only an anvil, a pair of bellows und a few basic 
tool's you cun make almost nil the tools you need to 


set up your own huge. Included here ate tool making 
techniques, law materials und a section or making 
mesa) parts for carpcnlry. (PB) 

Beginner s Guide to CandlemukiKlg by Dm id 
ion stable (Seardl Press i ISBN f| -H55^2S-32-6 

Features many techniques lor making ornate and 

urn aim: nl.it candles „ llS 


744-H Practical handbook of all the wonderful natur¬ 
al products that can be used to dye material, Shows 
you how to dye al home using simple equipment. 
(BCD) 

The t 'ompkie Book of Self-SnlTiceiwy by Jollll 
Seymour (Cur^ Books) ISBN 0-552-WHS L-X Has 

ycl to he beaten as a general mirijduction to elm topic, 
A huge amount of information from the acknowl¬ 
edged expert, |RK) 

The Forgiilli'ii \rts—A practical guide lo l radii- 
tinnni skills hi John Seymour (Collins, Angus and 
RotortKHi) [SUX (K20T^19007*0 A guide to wood 
land, building, Held and workshops crafts. Also 
includes a gmxl sceemu on icstiles anil homecrafts 
such 03 milking linen, silk, dyeing and candle rink 
mg,, (BK) 

(ireen Wood vrnr king—Wnrkinf* with WiHrtt the 
Natural Wuy by M Abbott (Guild uF Musicr 
Craftsmen) ISBN 0-94681-91IM A stepby-step 
guide cHlii takes you through the background, prepa- 
nil Lon. and practice of green woodworking. Lcam 
how to build your own pole lathe and avoid the 
nightmare of machinery. cKCO) 

I Bind made Baskets by Susie Vaughan (Search 
Press) ISBN 0-H55-327-55-3 A guide to making 
baskels from ihe tmdilional malerinls fbtlrd in the 
garden or hedgerow. fPP) 

The Nature and Subsequent Uses of Flint—The 
Busies Of Lithk JVi'luioloqy Volume 1 by John W 
Uni (Sdf Published) ISBNCl-9521356-fU A cool 
little book for all its rrai luddites. Aimed ut (etching 



well m ordinary lighting 
candles. Comprehensive 
and illustrated wtlh pho¬ 
tos and drawing*— 
everything you wanted 
to know abcaut cbthHc- 
muking, (PP) 

Ihe CruFl of Natural 
Dyeing by Jenny Dean 
(Arthur Schwartz und Cumpuny) ISBN 0*85532- 
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people the busies of knapping—the art of shaping 
flint for loch. Has all you need to know to Marl yem 
off creating your own knives,. arrow ElCnd.S and more. 
Down with technology—up with, tools! (UK) 

Thnlehmji — A handbook by Nicola* Hull 
(loteraMdlaeelbchiiology) ISBN 14*533^060-7 A 
guide 10 using natural resources to achieve good 
quality I hutching- How to get the longest posable 
roof life and minimise Fire risk. Leals of drawings and 
clear text. [PI*) 

TriidhEoiial Woodland i rails h> H labor [HI 
Hnl.sford Lid.) ISBN 0-7 l347-5(Mi-5 The lieu of the 

few books on i he topic of woodland crufts. Chapters 
on raw m uteri ids, the lools of the [fade and Iihls the 
major woodland products together with details on 
how to make them. (ECO) 

Travel 

He There Now (Self Published} No ISDN How to 
set money aside and lake rime off lor budget travel¬ 
ling. Ways of saving money in earnest, frugal pack¬ 
ing and mistakes io avoid. For a copy of this fanzine 
send Si (including postage) to: PO Box 44) 993 r 
Somerville, M.A 02144-1993. USA. 

Bi^ World (Self Published! No ISBN A buvme of 
inspirational travel-on-lhe-cheap stories and arm¬ 
chair adventures. Writing about solo hike treks 
through Patagonia* the use of KturL in the Yemen and 
husking techniques for huropc. He I pi u l section on 
finding cheap airfares and hostels aimmd the world, 
For a 6 issue subscription send 11 5 to: PO Box H743- 
C. Lancaster. PA I76t)4, LISA. L-niab; 
big wt >rld poon 1 1 nc .cum 

Cycle He pair—Step liy Step by Roll vun tier Plus 
t Springfield Books Limited) ISBN 1-8568*017^ 
Clear concise in struc t ion*, diagrams and colour plio 
to* make this a complete guide to keeping your bike 
in iup working order (BK) 

Rspat World [Self PubEivIttd) Nip ISBN A maga¬ 
zine for "international travellers, vagabonds, pirates 
ami rukchclls,". Ha* articles on useful loopholes and 
secrets for Snivellers,, m web a* how iu get fake 
degrees—Or even a driving license if you've failed 
your test, Three issue trial subscription is $50 from: 
Expat World. PO Box 134 L Rallies City* Singapore 
9117. E-mail: cugcntvl Psingiietxom.Sii 

|]h> llUcli-Ibkh is Itandhonk by Jnines MucLnmi 
{Lirimipunks Unlimited) ISBN 1-559511-12,51 


Everything you need to know about liEtching. Covers 
what to wear, what to lake, positioning yourself on 
the road, sign making and emergency sleeping. IAK* 

lliti h-Hikers Manual—Ikhnin by Siimm Colder 
fVacation Work) ISBN 0-9«7fi3M 2b 0 Advice and 
informs ion for huh the rirsi tame hue her and the 
seasoned traveller, Has direction* for hitching out of 
2UU towns and cities ins well as maps of moiorways 
with hitching ratings for every junction. Crams in 
techniques and, gimmick*. I he an of sign w riling, 
legal problems, hitching Sifts with hiais and planes, 
CB radio and route planning, H1K! 

Rhihu limes—America's Jmirual of Wnndcriusi 
[ National Hobo Assiicialioii) No ISBN A magazine 
father ihan a book—hut n glossy full colour one 
devoted lo l he wild and free hobo life and their I Live 
of railroads and I rains. Yearly subscriptions cost $21 
ftnr6 issues. Send to: Nut tonal Htibo Association. PO 
Box 7t)G, Nisswtu MN 56468* USA. 1 

Hopping Freight Trains in America by Duff? 
Lillle|nbn iSaiid River Prut) ISBN tl-944627-34 

A guide to riding the rail* covering what you need, 
ihe best limes to do cl and how to avoid getting 
caught by 'hubs", Alsu discusses the pros and cons 
of different types of railcar. Ha* a heavy emphasis on 
safety ihitmghcul—in 19HK in die USA around 59k 
'railroad trespassers' were killed and 921) injured. 
(BK) 

I ii I ill ml km (ScIT Published) No ISBN Cool fan/ine 
dedicated to (he passion ot exploring place* you"re 
not supposed to go. Cover* getting into hotels. caves, 
subway stations and hospital* lo explore their hidden 

mUcs. For u copy send $2 in: ... Hi Ftu\ 

66069* Town Centre PO. Pickering, ON I IV 6P7. 
Canada. 

The Mysteries of fHJHTjCHING (Codhnven 
Ink) No ISBN An little Afi pamphlet on (he whjs 
and hows of hitching lifts- Includes helpful hints on 
where to stand, signs and the law (ii'n legal). Bor a 
copy of this and more cool stuff send a stamp or two 
Eo: Oodhaven Ink, PD Box HP94, Leeds, LS6 tVJ, 
UK. 

Richards' Etfeyetc Repair Manual (Boiling 
KLndersty) ISBN (K75I34MIK7-X fix cry thing the 
average cyclic! needs to keep their bike in peak ecm- 
d ilium CJood clear instructions! For mountain and road 
bikes so even Li mechanical disaster area like me can 
use Ifiiis one, [ H K i 
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Now You See Me,,. 

In the UK alone around 25U.EMXJ people vanish 

every year., Although many re-appear a few days 

liner a .si^m fleam number are never Seen again. 

Ever cilice I wm a kid I have been excited by the 

idea of being able la create a new identity for 

myself and disappear. In ihLs section there are some 

hooks that we hope may give a few lips on how to 

do vlt if needed. A ho worth checking out for more 

up-iD-datc iitfafOiMiou (as when you really need it 

you don’t wan! to flick it up) is + S» you hate your 

life, too? Welt ii \ eusy to disappear from it/ in 7'fte 

Oftierwf f i Itfth August ITOfi}, 

~ ^ — f - 

Birth Ccrtifienie liiiiI SikiliI Security Nunilnf 
Fraud by J NVwmjin and I Sand flndt'V 
Publishing] rSHN 1 ■ F6Jt(pb-1 (15-3 'lins report exam¬ 
ines ihe methods id getting a fake birth certdicate 
and then using it to commit fraud. Includes a section 
on I he lactic* thn! insi inn ions use to try and counter 
this. (PAL) 

The Construction of Secret I tiding Places hy 
Charles Robinson {Paladin Pres) No ISBN Not 
strictly about false ID but how to hide (Mugs 
none! he less. Want W> hide ea.sb, gtild [fat chance J, 
guns or drugs? This book detail* building secret 
smriK^v for id! these and more—“including one lor a 
whole family! Also has in^iAKtlon* un building 
dummy furniture, t-ulsc plumbing, hidden stairways 
and secret rooms. (PAL) 

Getaway—I>rl vi iij* Tech nhji res for Escape a ud 
Evasion by Ronald George Eriksen II (ruludiii 
No ISBN A disappearance of a different son! 
A vclcmn high performance driver reveals every - 
1 1 1 nig you need to know about cornering, right angle 
turns, ramming procedures and dealing with block¬ 
ades. Maybe I should learn to drive liisi ihough. 
I PAL) 

I hc Gtd Old of Jail T ret Bonk by Mtnwtll 
Hutchinson (Loompnnira Unlimited) ISBN I - 
55P500*S5*9 Staniug with a history of escape 
attempts this book goes on to cover the (ricks on 
escaping from—and then staying out ol—prison. 
Mas hits on weapons, ijiversions, breaking out and 
mom, (AK) 

How to Disappear Completely and Never He 
found by Doug, Richmond (Ltiom panics 
l iilimindl ISBN (MH51TY-52"4 Heavy duty advice 
and tips on disappearing tactics for the people (hut 
need to know, i AK J 


How |<> Start Your Own Country by Erwin S 
Slruuss i Loom panics Unlimited i JSBN H-VISI?^- 
Ul-fp Failed in your attempts to disappear? Go to 
extremes the other way! This book tells you (he Story 
of dozens of new country projects including 
Sealatid“-where in IVfrb Paddy Baits set up in ftp 
old WW2 anti-aircraft cower seven miles off the 
Essex coast. He (hern claimed independence and 
issued passport!, money and stamps. After shooling 
at a boatload of pacing workmen he was charged but 
tne eoun ruled (hat they had no jurisdiction! Where 
is he now—anyone know? (LP) 

Hit Real World of Alternate ID ActjuMtkffl by 
DP Rochelle ( Paladin Press I ISBN 0-H7 ■S&4-44I3-4 

Tells you how lo obtain (he hinh certificate of a dead 
person and from this single piece of ID you can build 
up a whole new identity. Has a lively personal; 
account of how [he author did this—learn from his 
inistukcs though! (PAL) 

Kebuni Overseas—Identity Building in ICtirupe, 
Australia and New Zealand by Trent Sands 
cPaladin Press) Nu ISBN Written from u USA per¬ 
spective this book (ells you how io build up a paper 
identity in die countries listed. iFAl.) 

Espionage/Research 

Corporate Watch Address Bonk by Corporate 
Watch (Stlf Pnblklied) Nn ISBN One of the best 
and most fun publications ever produced 1 Has welt 
researched listings of names and home siddrcsscs for 
hundreds of company heads, directors and high rant* 
ing employees. Methiisks ilicy he getting ralher more 
British Rail penalty hires than ihey usually da Order 
a copy for £2_IMI from: Corporate Waleh, e7o Box Cp, 
11 1 Magdalen Ruad. Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, UK, 

The Industrial Ls phi H uge Handbook by Hugo 
Cornwall i Random Century) ISBN *>712ti3£M-X 

Covers overt and covert methods of mtelligencc 
gathering t the (ypes of information available, com¬ 
puter hacking, how to research a company. State 
intelligence agencies and counter-measures taken by 
industry, A basic introduction and worth reading ns a 
pnmer. fBKl 

The Whole Spy Catalogue—A Resource 
Encyclopedia fur Researchers* Pis* Spies and 
Generally Nnsy People h_v Lee I a pin (intelligence 
Incorporated) ISBN l-«K4*2^l-10*7 A whole range 
of things ore covered in here; si uli ways of Locuiing 
individuals. lopping phones, hugging rooms break¬ 
ing and entering and following people amongst 
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collections of news about tlhe latest techniL|ues -lthS 



them. Tells you how to gel hold of a person s 
address, phone number, (inaneial details, cmploy- 
mni records and anything else ynii may wanl to 
know about ihem! Company dtree torn berier w atch 
ouEl iBKl 

Hacktlvfcm _ 

Hie really effective techniques for computer 
■crime' are unlikely to he found in these, or any 
other, books, Banks, corporations and 04her toftitu- 
[ions often quietly cover-up breache* of their secu¬ 
rity .so us to not create panic in their customers or 
provoke u wave of copycat offences. Use these ! 
bocks to familiarise yourself with the background 
and history, hut they arc no substitute for a 12 year 
old s^upfe-cyed coffee-fuelled geek from Winton 
who actually knows whui they're doing* Onwards 

and upwards for HGF-^ and the Mad Hatslvist ! 

I_ " --- 

Alter list live I iphonnalhm Consumer fiurvivul 
Catalogue (Seir Published) No 1SIIN A shoo cata¬ 
logue whose areas of expertise arc phone phreakmg 
tuning eomputens to scam free calls) and hacking.. Ii 
includes chapters on reversing utility metcr>. listen¬ 
ing mm cellular phones, writing viruses und beating 
lie detectors. Fora copy send 53 (including postage t 
to: FO Ro* 4, Carthage, TX 75633-0004, USA. 

2600—The Hacker Quarterly I-Self Published! 
ISSN II74Y-3H5I The mwf professional and widely 
distributed ainc on hacking and related topics, 
Covers subjects such u cryptography, radio tele¬ 
phones, French phone smadcards and instructions, 
fur defeating Windows 95. Always Inis a cool and 
interesting fccciers section. Order it for *7 (including 
postage l from: 2MX) Enterprises. PO Boa 752, 
Middle Island. NY 11953-0752. USA. E-mail: 
3fl00®26l».roni 

The No-Nonsense Computer Virus and Iii*rkitij4 
Resource Book (Catalogue! No ISBN UH-cr* a 

good seleclion of books* magazines and software 
related to hacking, viruscH uml encryption. Amid.m 
the other useful tat it sells a CD-ROM with 3700 
active viruses on it! For a copy send $2 (including 
postage i to: American Eagle Publications, PO Ho* 
1507. Show Low. A7 83901, USA, Use false name 
and a care of address when ordering. 

Kwl Zinc (Self Published) No ISBN A fascinating 
publication devoted to the art of ph^nc phtcaking 
and hiicking- Has an expose of cordless phone secu¬ 
rity system and ways of dc teal mg IbciTL Also hn* 
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failures or l UCCegq —«s well as FBI busts of hatrk- 
crs. For a copy send 53 (including postage) to: knot 
Zinc, PO Box 1178. Maplewood. NJ 07040, USA. E- 
mail: mutler@openix.com 

SevrvLs Of A Super Hacker by The Knight mare 
(Paladin Press) ISBN 1-559HM-06-5 How crafty 
bickers can atEaek computers and read, ruin or copy 
any of your information. A vety practical bix^t with 
tales of how hiickers bombard systems w i ill pass¬ 
words. deliver hike e-mail and much more. <AK) 

Strategy Not Astrology 
Armed Joy by Alfredo M IJimsinno tru-phant 
[■.fillIons) N« ISBN As it wc needed telling, this i^a 
pamphlet that scis out the misery uad potnUcssnm 
of existence in capitalist society* Posits a set of fate* s 
and suggestions for joyful revolutionary activity 
aimed at shattering the facade of power, and so 
enable us to start living real lives. Order a copy for 
£3.00 (including postage) from: Elephant Ediiionv 
BM Elephant. Umdoru WCIN ^XX r UK. 

The Arl of War by Bun IVu (Wordsworth 
Reference) ISBN 1-85324*305-2 Written in China 
2,500 years lgO> this classic strategy book is still 
read by military officer* che world over for its 
insighth. into ihe art and science id warfare, Know 
your enemy. fJBK) 

Buln'Hufu by PM (SmlotHlfrt) ISBN 0 936756- 
08-X The anonymous PM maps out m inspiring plan 
Ibi the creation of a global network of bolei—j 
uiKonomouN zones, A wild, dcsirc-luellcd dream of 
mutual aid and voluntary co operation that aims to 
help destroy the cap) social t&l planetry work 
machine. tAK) 

Enrlhforvel An Eurth Warriors Guide to Strategy 
hv Cnpinln Paul Watson (Chico Press) ISBN o- 
96160 IIM'T Cut through the utter shtl that this book 
t!i full td and there are few iiuemtiug thoughts and 
ideas on strategy for eco-sdlon. My favourite l* The 
Laws of Bco-Ouerrilli Activity—with gems like 
'Never participate in covert or illegal action with 
your wife or husband, boyfriend, girlfriend or lover" 
and 'Do not participate in any action with any indi¬ 
vidual unless you have known the person for seven 
years'—.seriously! (BK) 

GutrrllLui in the MM \ Bnlilefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare by Bnh Ncwirmn (Ibiluriin 

Press) ISBN 0-87 344 944- 3 Learn about warfare uj, 
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practised hy guerrillas forEbousands of years. Draws 
examples from history and upp]ies proven principles 
to cover every facet of warfare; from ba-sie fseldcrafi. 
boofcytnqM and nnAtuthes ibrough 10 nocturnal oper¬ 
ations. strategy and tunnel construction! tPALi 

Revolutionary Self 1 heory—A Beginners M annul 
In S[K j d;itu]iir Times iSptciaeulur Tiniest ISBN 
0-9B7837-HL7 A booklci for people dinhiiiistied with 
the vroridn A guide to the pleasure of thinking for 
youmeIf—si sharp, ihoughi provoking. concise read 
From the situ-thcory far normal people bunch. 
Should Ik compubuiiry reading lor all revolutionar¬ 
ies, ■so order a copy for £1.50 (including postage) 
From: A Oislrihulion l H4h Whitechapel High Street. 
London. El. OK, 

Tata I krsi stance hi Major II Vuil J hit'll (I'ala dill 
Press) No ISBN Written for the cavil dclcrtcc net¬ 
works in Switzerland ihk hook covers how ■■niiill 
groups of people should resist an invading or occu¬ 
pying mil jury force—ideal for all us Red Dawn film 
fanatics. (PAL) 

Towards a ( ili/ens Mill tin—Anarchist 
Alternatives to NATO and tin 1 Warsaw Pact hy 
IR^M and lsl May Group lOenlklcgo# Fftss) 
ISBN IL9I54564-33-9 This A 4 pamphlet has been 
knocking around for a white nuw anti has achieved 
an almost mythical status in some circles. It's noth¬ 
ing special really—jusi a very basic guide to tome 
tactics thai may he useful to a freedom lighler/guer- 
rilki/lemirisl force operating against organised mill- 
lury/paliec units. Spattered with striae libertarian 
Icftift/drtarchist views ihmughouE, much id the infor¬ 
mation is very dated und it harks of RAF/Angiy 
Brigade activity in the 70s. I.BKi 

Outdoor Skills 

A MunuaI nf Modem Ro|K Techniques by Nigel 
Shepard (Constable) LSBN (WWM69170-3 A pock 
cl si^ed guide Hun covers a wide range of rope tech- 
iibL|uos including knots, abseiling, snow, nick and ice 
anchors and ascending. Idea] for beginners and 
experts alike. (BK) 

Mount a in Craft and Leadership by trie 
Langmuir (The Scotlish Sports Count ll/Tht 
Mountain Leader Training Boards ISBN I- 
S55IKQ-295-6 Compiled nntl approved hy Ihe 
Mountain Leader Boards ol Great Britain and 
Northern Island this covers a vast array of tech¬ 
niques, essential information and practical skids. 


Has sections on rope work, nmiLMlmn, Crossing dan¬ 
gerous terrain, vilely, lirst aid and equipment, (BK) 

Mail n In in Navi gal ion hy Pultr OilT (Highland 
Printers) ISBN 1-871890-55-1 I lie reference bonk 
for those who want lo (cam how to lind their way 
around in mountain or hill country. Clear, precise and 
comprehensive inutfuctions on every aspect of navi¬ 
gation using a map and compass. iRKf 

Staying f ou ml—The Cotuplvie Map and 
Compass ILindbuok hy June Fleming (The 
Mountaineer*} ISBN ILH98K6-397 X Covers the 
simplcsi way lo plan routes and find your way 
through tricky terrain. Also has sections on naviga¬ 
tion in low visibility, using nature as a guide, and 
teaching kids to “stay foundL (BK) 

Grow Your Own 

The Complete Manual of Organic Gardening 
edited by Basil Cuplun (Headline) ISBN 1-55859- 
644-5 Produced by the Organic Gardening Magazine 
leant ibis is as gotml an ‘all-round manual as you can 
get,. Recommended for beginners, tflK) 

[>ig For kiVdluliEin! Ill (imhum Burnett (Self 
Published) No ISBN A small but smxzy little book¬ 
let packed with information about growing your own 
Organic food, Gives devils of various crops and has 
a hi Morical/pa! ideal perspective on land usage. (LL) 

i he Encyclopaedia of Organic Gardening by 
Bradley and Mil is i Rod ale Press) ISBN 0-875-M5- 

917 Hie latest encyclopaedia from America's fore- 
most organic gardener. Contains a huge amount of 
in formal ion and h an indispensable rcsmdtc for 
every gnitfcncr. f ECO t 

Forv-sl < Lirdi'iiiiij” by Roburl A de J Hart (Green 
Earth Bonks) ISBN L9M3I2 02 I Designed to 
achieve ihe utmost economy of space and labour, a 
Forest garden is a tiny imitation of a naiural fbrcSI 
Requires minimal maintenance and can provide year 
round supplies of fruit. nuts, herbs as well as mol and 
perennial vegetables. This book includes guides on 
species selection deigning and looking after a tem¬ 
perate forest garden. Even made me esc tied about 
growing food. (FP| 

Gelling Started in PiTiiiHuilturt hy Rosa avid 
Jenny Mans (Korinle Insliliite) ISBN Ofr+hZll-lFXh 1 ] 

A very practical manual with step-by-step guide* lor 
garden prof ecu. Includes mulching, raised beds, 
ponds, walls, hoi houses and DJY lertilisers. Packed 
with illustrations and diagrams, (PP) 
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Slum io Grow Nulimd Herbs and Spiff* by 
Charlotte de la Boday U re (Search Kress) ISBN 0- 

855-3175I -0 Successful Qffgamc growing principles 
Ibr most ol the popular herbs. Also has a section on 
apices iind hundreds of colour photus and i I lust m- 
tiODSr l BK I 


How to Grow Mure Vegetables I linn You Ever 
Thought Possible On I .ess I and Thun You Cun 
Imagine h) John JcilVnjLx (Ten Speed Press) ISBN 

U5HIKIHdH ti-2 How you can grow fresh organic 
vegembb for a family of four for a year on 800 
square fuel or Ions, Mas detailed charts, diagrams, 
photographs and dear teat to explain ihis biu-in ten¬ 
sive recihEHi- Davors sum; iinubility, companion plunk 
mg ami seed propagation. One of the best gardening 
books you can get, (PPl 


Rem In MuM 1 U Forest (Innkn by Patrick 
WhiteHeld (Kermaculhn c Publications) ISBN I- 
K5M23-008-2 This book is a guide to coaling n 

maximum Liu [pul fur minimum labour food-produc- 
mg garden. Highly practical Lind inspiring, it gives 
you in formation on everything you need to know 
about forest gardening.. Includes sections on basic 
principles layout, haw (o choose pkml.H and much 
more. <PP) 

lofrodudicm Eu Permucullure h\ Bill Mol Ikon 
and Hiny Mia Slay Cfcn Speed Pres) ISBN (I- 

WH22-d()tf*2 Outlines die philosophy as well as giv¬ 
ing masses of practical examples. Topics covered 
include gardens, orchards, forms. small livestock, 
i ii] LiacuS l lj re. cum m li ninei, urbu n si rat egie s an d 
mure. (ECO) 

1 he PermiKtildirc (iarden by C! ltd I (Thnnum) 
ISBN 0-72252-783-7 A practical book chat concen¬ 
trates on pefnuailture gardening in the UK. Well 
written with lots of dear illustrations this book 
shows hi iVv l'vlti Mic smallest backyard urbrainblicst 
allotment can be Eransfonned to -i beautify I and pro¬ 
ductive garden. (ECO) 

The Kip Book fay Keith Mossmnn [Not Known) 
Nm ISBN Precise instructions on how to go abotii 
raising avocidn, peanuts, kumqijjcs. kiwis, coffee 
bushes and limes-—to name a few—from pips. 
(CAT) 

The Sprouter's f hind bonk by E Cairney (Argyll 
Press) ISBN l-W46J^t)4*b3 You don't oven need a 
garden for this—I know a guy who did it whilst 
hi idling * Produce your own hemi, pummL, Il-iiIiI lmilJ 
a whole host of other exciting sprouts. (Bit) 
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Square Kutii Curd citing by Mid Barthobam 
(Hotktlc ISBN 0-K7H5-7341-0 Introduce* a 

whole new approach io gardening. Bused on fool 
squares so you can grow ns hole or as much of any 
crop that you desire. Ideal for beginners or experts 
alike. (CAT) 


Stoppa-Coppa 



Tlie Hhton and Practice of The Political PoHcHji 
B ritain by Tuny liuiiymi (Quark! Books) ISBN tk 


7013-312W-4 The book by which all others on this 
HLihjE.vL should hu judged. Although published m 
1977 it is still lull of relevant and interesting infer- 
motion On the political role of the police (is there any 
uiher7), Has dm piers t>n ITie Political Uses of ihr 
Law, r IThe Uniformed Police, Special Brunch. MIS. 
Private Security Agencies and surveillance meUiods. 
A rmisi rend fur us alt. (BK) 


Hinl Coot nil— Mater Lut u ml Techift(i|uei by 
i "illiint'I Hex Applegate (Paladin Kress) Mu ISBN 

I el Is you how they contain, subdue and disperse rl# 
ers effectively, humanely |??| and quickly. Includes a 
complete survey of modem riot control gear LncluiJ- 
Ing chemical agents (CS Gns etc.) hamns* hchncu. 
firearms and vehicles. Hundred* of equipment pho 
I on mill I i 11 lssI raisons arc included — wank material fur 
budding TSCJ recruits no doubt, (PAL I 

Police C rowd Control—Risk ReductionStrategics 
fur 1-iiH Enforcement by Cap lain Charles Berne 
(Paladin Press) ISBN QUB7364-474-6 Written by ik 
ex-bead of (he Sun Francisco Police D^jartmeni, iihri 
shows how [he US police use the medio, instant 
mobile response, barricades and multiple arnesis m 
try and manage und control us in crowd siUuihnns. 
Although obviously very US-A orientated it makes 
for interesting reading anyway. Any ideas of iui 
official UK police equivalent anyone? (PAL) 
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SlUMiCrriji ill lilt* Dark-—Him Polk? In Britain by 
fkrn Norltiani II a her nml Fuller) ISBN 0-571- 
15051(3 A study of the paramilitary policing thui's 
lisl 1 ,: in major public orde r coiirronEaliuns. Draws on 
unpublished police docruitieni*. east studies and 
interview*, and then pulls all thi* Eogelher inlo an 
interc*iing ami informative book, Includes uxocrpEs 
from (he Assnciuhon of Chief Pcslice Officers 
IACPQ) Public Order Manual—the olticial guide on 
cop riot tactics, iBK) 

Antf-Psychiatry 

Asylum—A Journal For Hemocrnfir psychiatry 
(Self Published I No ISSN Nuts iri iEs thirteenth year 
Asylum i ruga/me in ll forum for debaic between 
users and profewt omits from the world oi'psychiairy. 
Produced by k putieni*~ each issue cover? -i wide vari¬ 
ety of topics, Copies cost £1.50 each from: Manor 
Farm, BrighthEdmlce, Sheffield. S35 BDB* UK, 

Call Me Cnray-—Stories from lire Mad Movement 
by I rit Shim rill (l fe ressGang Publishers) ISBN II- 
^8974-070-4 partly ei personal history of the author 
who 'wen! crazy' three times in her life, partly a hi*- 
lory of the anti-psychiatry movement and partly a 
resource for anyone who wants alternatives to psy- 
chiaEfy, Has some suggeMions for society as a whole 
and others which Lire practical lips for individuals Co 
implement now, iBK) 

Lima He Fringe —Journal of the Psychiatric 
Innialeft" Llbcralinn Movement A nrtc person "Elite 
cKm doesn't so much focus on psychiatric oppression 
.is El docN on concerns ihtt are nduied to live people 
who are involved will! the mental health system— 
homelessness, well are and mi w sin Eed pregnuncy. For 
a copy send $.1 id: Lunatic Fringe. PO Box 76H, 
Sunk! Cruz, CA 9506 L USA. 

Alternative Power 

Off The Grid—Manapnn Independent 
Renewable Elcelricily Systems by Paul Vilen and 
Bob Todd (Centre fur Alternative Technology) No 
ISBN How to design, mstall and took uPer smsdl 
scale RE systems and live unplugged from the grid. 
Covers resource evaluation. AC nr DC* halteries, 
control systems and case studies. (CAT) 

The Practical Solar 1 lurid bonk—A Step-By-Step 
Gunk in Insl ei filing Your Own Solur Wmtr 
Renting System l>y Bushel! (Centre For hrtvri un¬ 
live Technology t Nu ISIIN A Mep-bytfep guide lo 
the installation of solar hoi water healing systems, 


Intended for the basic DJYer at covers ihe essential* 
of some tried and trusted systems. (CAT) 

Solar Water Heating—A DIY Guide by P Trimby 
(Centre for Atlcroalhc Technology) ISBN 1- 
K9H049-11 -4 A companion to Tapping The Sim Cscc 
below) it covers Ehe more DIY end of ihe spectrum. 
Includes bits un making your own solar panels, con¬ 
necting and in Mulling them, bu tiding pumping 
device*. (CAT) 

Tapping tin* Stm^A Solar Wider IJcating Guide 
by B Horne (Centre fur Alternative Technology] 
ISBN I H^lkttJ-OI-T Everything you need to know 
before buying and installing a solar water heating 
system* Includes sections oil bow ihey work, types of 
systems and where to gel hold of them. Include* a 
UK ncstHirce list. (CAT) 

Wl ndpowcr Wcirks 1 1 up*—B ii i fid mg You r Own 
Wind Turbine by Hugh Pl^uit (Centre Tor 
Alternative Technology) ISBN 1-H9MI4V-2H-J 

Fuck corporate wkidpawer—build your own! This 
book explains how to make u turbine from setup, 
safety issues, rotor blades, clcclneul staff and gives 
case sEudiuh, a glossary and resource guide. (CAT) 

Drugs 

Beyond A A—Dealing RcsponjdMy Willi Alcohol 
by Clarence Harrell (Positive Altitudes} ISBN 0- 
9630292-9-0 A few people J know could do with 
reading this book myself included probably, Offers 
approaches to people who would either like to cut 
down or ipm alcohol. The key to ihe technique is 
willpower and after discussing the problem* with 
Alcoholics Anonymous ihc aullmr gives Simple 
advice for controlling car slopping your drinking. 
Alcohol in a weapon of the Stale! i BKi 

T lit Cultivators Guide lit Marijuana by William 
Broke (Konin Publishing) ISBN 0-914171-53-4 A 

fully updated and revised edition of I lie classic. Has 
infonnuEicin on growing weed indoors and outside 
and is full of examples, IttustraEion* and horticultur¬ 
al knowledge. (AK) 

The Good Brtojre Recipe and Cookbook hi James 
C KtUhn (Paladin Pkh) ISBN Ifi K7J64-45b.fi 

Tells you the equipmcnl you’ll need to net up a Mill 
and the techniques tor producing clear sugar alcohol 
that you can then flavour or cut with gin, whiskey* 
vodka cec-j (PAL) 

A Guide hr British Psilocybin Mush moms by 
Aiieiiinioias (Keif Published) No ISBN l liis book- 
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Ii 2 t is about the species of bdlucioogenic mushrooms 
that grow isere in the UK., uia 

identsEiculion, types. cu] tec ting, dosage. cl facts and a 
list of further reading, (RKi 

The Ibo^iiinu Story—Report uii the Gluten Is lucid 
Project by E'aul Dc Kkn/n. Dunn Beal and others 
(AuloatmiedJa) ISSN I-571127-029-5 IbogalnciSM 
alkaloid derived from an African bush Ehut tins 
show n to he incredibly effective (unlike methadone) 
in ireeling addiction to heroin, alcohol, cocaine and 
nicotine, Tins book tells the ^lory of use and the 
suppression of it by the State, ami-drug /culms and 
the pharmaceutical Industrie*. (RKI 

Marijuana Growers Hartdboolfr—IndooT and 
GittrihoilK Edition by Kd Rnsinihul 
rtjukk Trading Compiny) ISBN lb 
■#32551 *00-9 Tile sc mi na l g u idc 
apparently—for growing grass in 
attics* basements* closets or 
any other enclosed spn^c. 

Hydroponics. soil grow¬ 
ing, lighting and mote ate 
all discussed here. (BK) 

Per ole and Other 
t^syfliinicti vl“ Cacti by 
Ad urn Gottlieb {Ronln 

Publishing) ISBN D-91417b95*X 

Has a short section on method# of ingestion, 
legality (in the USA) and effects. The bulk of the 
book is taken up with telling you how to find, gmw 
and graft psychoactive cacti, Has bits on how to 
litcreLiie (he potency mid cxtraei pure mescal Ine or 
alkaloid mixtures from them. (BK> 

Psilocybin Mu dr ramus of the World—All 
tdenlificidMJri Gtriifa by Paul Mamets (Ten Speed 
Press) ISBN MWH 5-839-7 This book Is the most 
complete, detailed reference guide for magic mush¬ 
rooms ever published. The focal point of it is (he 130 
pages tliat describe in detail—with illustrations for 
them all-—around K5 species from all over the world. 
Has information on where to find ihetn, collecting, 
preserving and preparation, (BK) 

Psy c he del i r Sfi ama nl am—The Cult i vn llmm 
Preparation und Shnmnnk" Use Of !V\vc!ioiropk 
Plants by Jlni Dekrpt'iu 1 (Loom panic* Unlimited!) 
ISBN 1-55950-I41L3 A volume on the cultivation, 
preparation and use ol psychotropic plants, i I us thor¬ 
ough and detailed description of plants Eusd their 
UtHEtfl. lAK) 



Stoned Free—How to Get Hi^li Without Drug* by 
Patrick Wdll and Douglas Bus tie ruff 
(Loomionics Unlimited) ISBN I-55950-126-X All 

about using those natural drug-free methods to 
induce rushes, highs and other altered states of con¬ 
sciousness, Front fasting, eye visuals and chants 
through to sleep deprivation, skydiving, silence and 
sex. (BK) 

Wild Things 

CrvuilJig a Flower Mcmiirw by Yvette Venter 
(Green Earth Books) ISBN I-'JWMIMlG-fl This 
shows you how you can have a wild Power meadow, 
ind all the wildlife tliut goes with it. m your gar- 
dcti—or anywhere you pt&m ii even! Cpm*d 
practical mformution that includes a sea¬ 
son calendar* lists of all types of 
species and a contact list, (BCD) 

Mimi Hrilnnnkcu by Richard 
Mulny (Cbelto and Wind us) 
ISBN JH5619-377-2 Not only n 
guide to British wild flowers, 
plants and trees, hut a history of 
thetr relationship to humans. Over 
4,000 people submitted] memories, 
anecdotes and folk history to Ehis 
honk. A sort of plant Doomsday 
Book for the end of die 2Uth Century. 
(BK) 

The Food Insects Newsletter Lung-siLindirig 
newsletter that promotes the study of insect* as pan 
of the human diet. Puri anthropology, pan entomolo¬ 
gy and part uncharted cuisine it incudes actual 
recipes] One issue costs S1.50 and a live issue sub¬ 
scription SS, -Send lo; Florence Dunkirk Depoitntenl 
of Entomology,, 324 Ixon Johnson Hall Montana 
State University. Bozeman, MT 59717-0302# USA. 

Food for Free by Richard Mnfivy (HarperCollin* 
Publishers) ISBN tMHKllMHfrl This clonic book 
details Home of die huge number .mil variety ol wild 
foods available here m the UK. Hels sections mi trees, 
p] tints, fungi and xhellfi^tl—*11 accompanied by 
colour pictures for help in Identification as. well as 
some suggestions for preparation. (BK) 

Mammal* of Britain—Their Tracks, Trails and 
Sibils by MJ Lawrence and RW Brown 
l BUndford Press) ISBN O-71J7-05BB-4 Although 
fairly old and probably quite difficult to ;c\ hold of 
(our copy wels ftxuld outside a charity shop m the 
biiu— don't even ask!) litis is a very comprehensive 
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IlL'kl !’ LLIiIl*. IEK-1 Licks LnlrtLIl pllcH(N* .tlld diagram* (if 

tracks and skeletal remains as wet] ;is habtlaE anti dis¬ 
tribution information for all UK mammals. (BK) 

Plains far it Future i iiiNe and Ireful Plants 
For A Healthier World laj Ken Fern (Permanent 
Pub I kiit io ns > [SUN l-K5623-011 -2 De scribes 
British, European and temperate edible and useful 
plant*. Has information t>n growing herbs, vegeta¬ 
ble*,, ftowtrs. shrubs arid trees. Packed with informs 
tic.ni. anecdote* and indexes. Comprehensive and ree- 
ommended- (PF) 

Ptitkt' L (! i i id# to W i Id I i fc 

of lira Li in mid IliillJpV edited 

lay Mk'hac) Clilnery 
(Ln mussel ISBN 0-7523- 

0010-9 A dearly organised 
pocket guide io mammals, 
hi rds, re pt ites + am pin hi a ns. 
fishes and in vertebrates. Full 
of colour illustrations ns well 
as including basic information 
such as recognisable leu lures 
and habitat*. (BK> 

Tracking—A HI uv pri ei I fa r 
Learning Him by Jack 
Keunicii iPuhidiu Press) No ISBN A retired US 
border pulml agent passes on his knowledge in this 
easy (o read guide to lnicking people through 'wild 
icmiin. Has sections «n identifying tracks, determin¬ 
ing direction and age. utilising sun angle and much 
mow. (PAL) 

Tree Plan ling and Aftercare by llrffttsh Trust fur 
t’onser vu Lion YohmEvcr* iSi-lf l J ul iJ is bid) ISBN 0- 
946-752-079 Covers planning and design lor conser¬ 
vation and amenity; ihc law, safety* equipment Mod 
eollection, planting, aftercare, species tables and lists 
of suppliers, (ECO) 

W ilsI anil I ri'i'—\n I Filmrlin Eioo tn Ilriilkh W ild 

Foods (Stir Published) No ISBN A double sided A3 
info-sheet packed with details on-us it says—wild 
foods found here in I he UK. Has hits on sonic com¬ 
mon foods that wt all recognise (including acorns, 
U ii i del tori and stinging ne tiles) and a few suggestions 
for recipes. Available for an SAL (idthough dona¬ 
tions are welcome) from; Bos, B (NVj I! 3 Magdelen 
Roadt Oxford, OX4 I RQ, UK. 

Wild Food by Roiier Phillip* (Peior Smith 
Publish lts)i ISBN II-M4466-262-3 Lat your weeds 
and enjoy them! Back in pirns this hook is arranged 


nit mill by month with excellent photo*. Probably one 
of I be best books to and identification and, as a major 
plus, it also includes recipes. lECO) 

Lockpicking 

Cumplele Guide to Lock pi eking by lid die the 
Wire iPula din Prtss) No ISBN One of the most pre¬ 
cise and detailed books on lockpicking ever. It has 
information on, how to open alt type* of locks—as 
well ns lips tor preventing people breaking into 
your*, (PAL) 

Expedient It & E—Tuclic* 
imd Tvcliiii4|uc;s for 
Bypassing Alarms ;md 
Defeating Locks by t«rl 
1 1 aminer (Puladin Press I 
ISBN IKK7364-MfH-fi Tlie pro¬ 
fessionals guide Co getting into 
places where you shouldn't be. 
Covers reconnaissance and 
planning* has an examination 
of types of ItHjks and alarms, as 
well as instructions for open¬ 
ing (ding cabinets, ears Lind 
safes. (PAL) 

Secrets of Lock picking by Stephen 1 (ampin n 
[Paladin Pres*! ISBN U-87364-423-9 Reveal* the 
skills, lricks and tools needed for bypassing key imd 
coinbtmiiion tumbler, pin, mushroom, magnetic, 
warded and cylinder locks. (PAL) 

Stomach Stuff 

Animal I i i.'t' Shopper—A Shopping Guide for 
■ hose Wishing In Avoid Animal Suffering by The 
Vegan Society (The Vcgnn Society} ISBN 0* 
907337-21-X Ignore Lhe awful title and Shi* is a gotsd 
pocket sized book, Lists the ingredients Of moat food 
products, non-Vegan E numbers* vegan toiletries, 
cosmetics. home and office supplies and loatl* of ani¬ 
mal friendly contacts, (BK) 

Animal Ingredients A to Z compiled In EG Sniilh 
Collective (AK Press) ISBN 1-87317-6-59-7 Easy 
to use and concise guide to ana mill and animal- 
derived ingredients. Ha* chapters oil Vegan EUJtritatm. 
alternatives to animat produce, a resource lifting 
and—most importantly—-a guide to vegan alcohol, 
(AK) 

ill a lan I Raw loin l id Propaganda! by Joe 
Alexander (Blue Dolphin Publishing! ISBN 0- 

931892-1-7 lnlcrc & iiiufci Siouk that proposes (he theu- 
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ry that opr bsnlies have tfYOlvgd toikal with— almost 
exc]ittivdy—nw food, am! that ncnrly all our ill¬ 
nesses and problems now are due to the consumption 
III n» I k L 1 .1 prik l'vx^lI U «i ill I wa* ^vpihh jI but ci;.nL 
Ehi* anti be convinced! (joes on to explain liow lo 
move back lo a raw food die!. (UK) 


Food Nut Burnhs—-I Ifnv If p Feed the Hungry ;inc3 
Build Community by CT Jaiwprme duller and 
Keith McHenry (New Society Press) ISBN 0- 
86571-2,19-5 A manual showing how volunteer 
groups can practice muLual aid by distributing (bod 
to those dm need it, Has ideas, pmctkal experience, 
a few recipes, dealing with she police/media and 
more. (AK) 


Active Distribution, HM Active. WCIN J5XX* 
London, UK, 

The Vegan Handbook by Debra Washerman 
(Vegetarian Resiiim Ciniup) JSBN U-M3M111.7-3 

A massive resource book oont Mining recipes, wak¬ 
ing tips, essays on veganism and related subjects, the 
history of veganism and more. (AK) 

The Wild and Free Cookbook by Join Squid * 1 
(Lmsni punks Unlimited) ISBN U5595IM2H-6 
Tom "Koad Kill King' Squkr gives lips oti preparing 
and cooking hundreds of dishes made from wild 
plLints. Alsu includes ideas of recipes fur rabbit, 
snake r cattish, alligator, racoon and hullulo—If 
you're into 10 that ion of thing. (LP) 

Well Fed—Nut an Animal Dead by Graham 
Burnett (Self Published) Nn ISBN A guide to the 
wider implications of a vegan diet, lias sections on 
growing your own. food lor free. veg.m rtlOlJietfr ami 
infants as well as brewing your own alcohol. (LL) 

Communications 

Access To I’he Airwaves—My Fight Fur Free 
Bad in by Allan H Weiner (Loom panics 
Unlimited) ISBN 1-55950163-1 A well known 
pirate radio station figures in US history, here 
recounts his arrests, legal battles and general philos¬ 
ophy—worth reading for any budding pirateere* (LP) 


Mud mn Stoves For All by Wild an Mien I a 
(Intenoediuie Tbduwihifty) IS JIN 0*9464-835-4 A 
book fur anyone interested in designing and budding 
fuel efficient stove h. Cham the basic principles, 
ctHikirig pots, alternative inch, speviliearions, con¬ 
struction. testing of l 1 i 1 II-renl rimdcls und csHiking 
methods, fPPfc 

I ii£■ Stone Ape DM— The Natural Way to Eat by 
Leon ClUltirw (Optima) ISBN 0-356-]2328-6 Our 
Stone Age ancestors were stronger amt healthier ihim 
ns. This book examines their diet and argue* that it 
was largely because of Whal they ate. Discusses Ways 
in which this diet Can he adapted to Boday's available 
foods. (BK) 

Soy Not OH by the Hippy cure Crew (Self 
Published) No ISBN Simple yummy vegan kwxl 
presented m punk-as-fuck recipe writing, including 
'Bring back Black Subhadi bean easserak' mid 
'Biscuits not Bombs 1 . Plus rants on 'why I'm a 
vegan 1 , homebrewing and outdated nutritional Info. 
For a copy send £2.lH) (UK) nr £2.50 (Europe) to: 


The Bug Bonk —Wireless Microphones and 
Surveillance Transmitters by MJ, Slum non 
(Lysias Press) ISBN l-88445J-0(M Hasan empha¬ 
sis on the practical and is mainly about the transmit¬ 
ters available to everyone, There i> information qn 
detecting bags and whal lo do when you lind them 
Also lias a question and UirtWtr chapter Lind u list of 
more rcstnirccs for huh books and equipment, (BK) 

The Complete Manual of Pirate Radio by Zekc 
teflon (See Slwp Press) ISBN 0-M132S9-9-J 

Written with the USA in mind this may not be that 
relevant for anyone in Europe trying to gel u pirate 
Marion together. Having said this it still may be 
worth looking at in conjunction with some of the oth¬ 
ers mentioned In this section. Includes pieces on con- 
Mdcnriinns, getting away with if. transmitters, anten¬ 
na* and mobile operations. Also has a further reading 
list ihat may be useful, {AK) 

HypAitcr Fren/j by Mallhru Fuller (Working 

Pitss) ISBN I-87W36-IS-X lAoswmis of paster* from 
the unii-eopyright network, I,studs of contributor* 
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add their hit Co this wild overview oF xerox satire and 
propaganda. As relevant now lls when printed—gei 
creapyin^;! (CP) 


date this is still the must relevant manual lor ad those 
thinking of selling up a pirate station in the UK. Hand 
to gel hold of—taut worth trying, (UK} 


Itllpfu \ ised Karli n Jam ming lechnil|UfS— 
Eli'ctixuiic Guerrilla Warfare by Lawrence W 
Myers (Paladin Press) ISBN 0-K7J64-52(MI A 
practical iidd guide outlining improvised inclhodsof 
intercepting, identifying, analysing and jamming 
radio txafljc, Covers the different phases of electron’ 
ic warfare and gives a breakdown of a jamming 
operation, c PAL) 

Make A /Jocf—A Guide to Self Publishing 
Disguised us a lliaolt mi Non to PriHlncc a /iiu h by 

Bill Hmil (Uhick Books} ISBN 0-9637401-4-K 

Getting material creating the /ine, photos, distribu¬ 
tion, legi.il mailers and loads more. Has leads of use¬ 
ful contains at the back including shops, distributors, 
review publications and 
other ^how-to 1 books, (AK) 

Pi ra le R ad i n <) p* ra I Ions 
hy Andrew Yotlk-r and 
Earl T Gray (Loom pa rites 
Unlimited) ISBN I 55950- 
151-0 A 400 page book 
telling you how to take back 
the airwaves by operating 
your own low cost radio Ma- 
lion* Include* ways of get¬ 
ting cheap equipment from 
markets, setting up a studio, 
bn uidcasti ng, sulety ;i ssues 
and frequencies. Has a sec¬ 
tion at the back listing more 
resources- (AK) 

Print— 11 irW Von ( am Du 
H Yourself hy .In nut him 
7A L 1 11V ii i Jot i r lie i man j 
mi* US5I724MSK9 An 
excellent step-hy-Mcp guide 
l» anyone wanting a hands- 
on approach to printing. 

(AK) 

Radio Is My Bn nth—A 1HY Manual for Pirates 
(IIooHbui Fresi) ISBN 1-K69S02 D3.J) The— 
almost certainly mil of print now- pintle radio clas¬ 
sic. Hus a very practical focus with chapters on 
budding FM trailsmitiers. legal implications .iulJ 
experiences from other pipe Millions. Although a lot 
ni the technical m formal ion is now pmhulilv out of 


kiidLotext(i) by Neil Strauss and Dive Mundl 
tSeuiioiestlH) ISBN (1-93675-6-94-2 An anthology 
of essays about radical pirate radio and mher tales of 
the airwaves. Pirates, theory, practice, ranis * mono¬ 
logue! and philosophy, (AK) 

Sex 

I Am My Lover—Wooten Pleasure Tlu-niseiv*s 
edited by Joiijii Blank iDownThcn Press) ISBN 
lh L J-J02l»MK-l) This hiMsk documents and discusses 
the solo-sex session^ of n dozen women whilst sitlE 
ni:mtiding in have a respectful and joyous altitude. 
Best quote: My first inasiLirhiiiion to orgasm was on 
the day of Holy Communion; it happened outdoors 

with a tree that J used m 
climb. It was my lirsE real 
sexual, spiritual experience, 
and is was with Nature, not 
the Church.' tBKj 

The Art of Aula- 
Ft 1 1 hi tin-—Oral Sex for 
One by Garry Griffin 
i Ad derl IJ imendons 
Publishing) ISBN JU 
K97M7-II-I A complete 
guide to teach men how to 
perform u rnl sex on thetn- 
>elves. Has loads of letters 
and photos of people doing 
it—yes il really is possible! 

11ttiiiunghhlinjupp, (BK) 

The Co in pleat Spanker 
hy l.aily Green (Greenery 
Press) ISBN L-89015WHK 

X This manual tells you 
everything you want to 
know about smacking for 
sexual pleasure. Coven: 
mood. warming up. ifflflc- 
maits. where to strike* tips 
and I neks and much (too much?) more. iBK) 

Ded rtiinlct si an—^Ci m 11 nskm Pr net tees a n d 
Foreskin Restoration Methods by Gary (iriBin 
I Added Dimcnsiims Press) ISBN 1-897967-05-7 
The mulilution of penises has been widespread for 
around 4000 years. In this book the author traces the 
practice across time mi id through cultures. Discusses 
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the pros and eons of male circumcision, the medical 
methods of restoration and tl^e DJY version with a 
roll of lapc—cheaper and surer! <BK f 

IKvhihilirmiMifc fur (lu L SIlV—Shim OtT, Dress Lip 
and Talk Hoi by Carol Queen (Down Then.- Press) 
JKBN ll-9402l)H-lh-4 Sex-positive activist Carol 
overcame her shyness and now wants 10 he ip yw 
overcome; yours! She presents instructions for talk¬ 
ing sexy on I he phone (hello MIS) dreeing up fc 
awakening your sexual persona, li tiding partner*, 
group sex and working in peep show&> iBK) 

The Guide to (idling il On—A New mid Mostly 
WiuidiTfut Book A InmI Sex hy Foul jiaaimldes 
(Goofy Fom Press) ISBN I-8B5555-14-7 Winner of 
a bciok el weird for best sex book this i-s a light-heart' 
ed practical manual about sex, Aimed at hetermexu* 
ah, it starts hy dealing with topics such as prelimi¬ 
naries, orgasTns, fluids and gening naked. CSoo* on to 
cover maslwbaiioo. Unger fucking,, oral nnd anal sex, 
massages. sc* toys unci much more. IIjs facts, obser¬ 
vations and tips on relationships, religion, fetishe*, 
ahorl ion and SUfc sex, (BK) 

A Hand in ihe Bush—The Fine Art of Vaginal 
Fisting hy D^btimh Addington (Greenery Press i 
ISBN 1^941159-112-6 Fisting-—for the uninitiated 
is the an of inserting one's entire bund into u person^ 
anus or vagina for sexual pleasure. This is the first 
book ever published on the subject and it has a 
detailed history, answen; to many ol your burning 
queslions and also includes poems and practical 
lessons on how lo do it. Workshop ut the Earth First! 
Summer Gal hen ng anyone? (AK) 

Kinkici.itK- till l^i-h^c.iii-M-ir SA] |'n>s L«dm-il 
hy Luily Green with Jiums La si cm (Greenery 

Press) ISBN 11-9739765-7-1) Warn S/M gear hut 
can't afford it? Well here ri a guide to making your 
own stuff—from adjuslahh ankle spreaders, ball 
crushers and bondage lynches Through (o suspension 
harnesses, spandex hoods and labia stretchers. 
Careful Ehougli or you may have Amnesty 
International after you—If you’re Lucky! iBK) 

l'lie Pialilicatly CoriTcl Guide tn CJctling Laid hy 
Tuppy Owens and fricudsi i Hie l.vwlig Trust) 
ISBN UK72&UM)8-7 How to flirt, chat people up 
and sleep together, all with a caring 90s PC edge to 
it- Less of a 'how-to 1 manual and more of a piss tak¬ 
ing book of ideas to get you laughing and thinking. 
|BK) 


A fl unk look m sexually transmitted diseases, sexual 
tum-ims, group xex> masturbation. pregnancy, con¬ 
traception, disability, ageing, cross-dressing and a 
whole host of other (opies, Written by the long time 
director uf ihc San Francisco sc* bdrline. £AK) 



Fuck School! 


As SfHin Ax YotTre Born They Make Yon Fuel 
Small—Self Dclerniimrihm for Children by 
Anonymous I AK Press) No ISBN First published 
in the UK in 1986 this is a classic in die held of chil¬ 
dren^ liberation. Ef rails againnt—amongst tidier 
things—. hild abuse, corporal punishment, gender 
stereotypes, harmful toys and school. Also re-print* 
the manifesto "Youth Liberation Program.' (AK) 

I taxi'] h tediiig Our Lives edited by Mall Hern I New 
Society Publishers i ISBN 0-K6S? I -342-1 An essen¬ 
tial collection of material that condemns the contem¬ 
porary school system and offers akcniatives Midi a* 
home schooling, community teaming and free 
sc taolu. Eftds with ■> List of other resource* on (lie 
sumo subject. [BKt 

Tin- Free School by VV Kenmlh Kieluumid 
I Methuen) ISBN 416-75950-1) Explores ihc root of 
the educational malaise and look* al whol can be 
done lo free education from its rigid and hierarchical 
iiuiciccntli century oqpmii«ion. (BK> 

Lib Ed-—-A rmig.a/inc for the Iiburnt km of learn¬ 
ing (Self Published) ISSN 0M7-85W An annual 
magazine for anyone interested tn radical libertarian 
education. History, news and analysis of aU fofnws uf 
education, Contact them at; I ibertutiLtn Education 
Collective, Phoenix House, 157 Wells Rnud, Bristol* 
BS4 2BU t L'K. I AK) 


Sex JitfumKitinn—May I Help You? hy I sum lorn Thulfetnsgt Liberation Handbook—Hivw loQvdt 
Almwn (Down There Press) ISBN 4MM02IUM-M School and Gvl a kuil Life and Education b> 
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Grice Llewellyn (Lowry Hour* PuhlteherM 
ISBN O-WliVSVI-ft-J How rn de-school yourself, 
Hjw details on a Li the isues surrounding ll includ¬ 
ing (he legal implications* dealing with ndului and 
learning; once ouiside school. In I tic final section it 
includes stone 1 ! about whm |h!0|)Ec have dune with 
their lives when nol constrained by (he educational 
system t wish I'd had ihis book when I was 
younger, (BK) 

Wild (1 i.itd rvi i by Peter La n thorn Wilson ami 
I hive \ land I rVnlwmliiif ISBN tLVMISfr-JW-7 

Prunks^ poems. prose and graphics cdl by contrihii- 
tors aged from CL IJi years old Re-print* the excel lent 
"School Stoppers' handbook. |AK| 

The End.,. 


The II it Man —A Technical Manunl for 
tilde pendent Contractors by 'Hex Fern! (Paladin 

Pmwi} I SUN H-ft7364-276-7 Hus detailed SnsErue- 
taons on how to kill people for money—incloding 
creating a raise identity, using h silencer. making ihe 
kill, HA welt a-s that ever important point—getting 
away afterwards, The publishers are currently being 
sued by the family of somebody who was killed by a 
reader of this book. (PAL) 

TheSwrrl Art orStrnn^nlaUcin by l>r [Emin Lung 
i Paladin Press) ISBN 0-Jt75ft4-)t4J’9 This book has 
two purls with UlC first half detailing the history of 
the ttccrci wet ol the Thugce in Indie itnd their slfttn- 
gp ltd ion techniques^ The second hall presents 55 
pages ol dcmilcd Instruction! on how they killed 
people with stranglehold* and neck breaking, (PAL] 


The I h ad t vckhI 1 11 ncnils Book by Sue Gill Utd 
Jolm Fox (Engineers Of The Imagimitimi) ISBN 
11-95271*5911*2 A collection of examples h ideas and 
in formation lo provide a catalyst for anyone seeking 
to avoid 'tradiiLonul' funerals. Outlines the legal 
requirements und a host oralternatives to crap funer¬ 
al arrangements. (CAT I 


Silent Death by Uncle Fester (LnOUpanlcs 
Unlimited I IN BN 1*55950*159-6 What makes a 

gmjd poison? Cavers delivery to the target cis the best 
poistm in ihe world is useless if you can c work evut 
how to feed it (a the victim. Also has a section cm 
butop&y, including a piece on whal the medical exam¬ 
iners will look for in cases of suspicious death. (LP) 
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Book Brokers and Pamphlet Pushers 




The code In brackets after each review relates to the key below. This is where we think it s eas¬ 
iest to get hold of a copy of the publication listed. Wherever possible we have also included the 
|$0N/1S$N reference so you can order It from any bookshop - although most will be able to find 
copies using only the writers/editors name or publisher if the ISBN/ISSN is not known. Remember 
that libraries will order any book for you-and this way others can read it after you! 


(AK) AK Press and Distribution <Europe) IN) 
Bus 1276ft., Edinburgh, EH8 DYE, Scot kind. 
Telephone; 0131 $55 5165. E-nmil; 

ak@akcdin,demiMi.cfMjk AHhuugh they don't 
stock most of ihc boolts lined above they are always 
worth chocking mil as they ;ire probably the besldis- 
ii iImcur of LLnli-MiLihurit:iriiLn/:ui;irchi«l: hooks in the 
world. Send ;m A4 SAE lor llleir exciting und com¬ 
prehensive catalogue. 

ElUO Bookshops. Tiw resources that ure marked by 
this code were obtained at valiotts bookshops—«imc 
mainstream, some radical mul some secondhand. 
Cheek out your local ones and nsk tf they can order 
il for you, A list of radical bookshops was published 
on page 152 in tin tir Dir No, 7. Another list is fea¬ 
tured in the front of the 1999 AK Press catalogue. 


2230. E-mail: loampuiiK^olvm punnet Barking 
mad whacked-out libertinism Cringe of the increas¬ 
ingly bi/JMte American political scene. Has publica¬ 
tion s on everything from surviving inteirognhOrt to 
luiildiiig your own Weapon*. Although most Inwiks 
arc very USA-centric the caialoguc is wtwlli visi¬ 
ting—if only for n laugh. 

(ML) PuliidIn Press. PO Box 1307-71’SE Boulder 
<’C) KU.MKi, I S \. Tele plume: MI3 443 7250, & 
u ni M i service ^paladinpress.com Another wurnme 
here—Paladin Press is chock hill of militaristic 
authoritarian US militia Shit, Despite this, once you 
have stripped away die offensri'c ideologies you may 
find some useful, universally applicable nuggets of 
information. Use u false name and address when 
ordering I his catalogue. 


(CAT! Centre for Alternative Technology Mall 
Order [Itparlntciil, Machynlleth, Powjs, SV2I) 
9AZ h UK, Telepbonc:, Q1654 70544)9+ 

Comprehensive catalogue containing books on nwst 
things with an cc^h^KLd focus. Includes stutl on 
alternative power. composting, gardening Lind house 
oonstniction, Send Lin A? SAE (or a catalogue, 

(CPI Coil tiler Productions PO Box 556* London* 
ORLft UK+ A huge election of unusual publi¬ 
cation* from the marginal milieu Lind beyond * 
Everythiifig yon could imagine, a few you coutdn I 
and some you definitely wauldtn ward to—£end an 
A5 SAE or some sunup* Tor ll catalogue. Highly ret- 
ommendeth 

(ECO! Eco*I*ogfo liimks+ Mulberry House, 19 
Maple Grove* Bath. Ik\2 3AF, UK. Telephone: 
01225 484472. Excel I cm catalogue with hnisks and 
pamphlets, on gardening. scJf-sufHcictxry + fields and 
wildflowcns building Lind s™lc skills. Send an AS 
SAE for Li catalogue. 

(LL) Land and Liberty, 35 Ryylcitfh Avenue, 
WestdifT on Sea, Essex, SSO 7DS* UK- Good little 
distribution service lhal lias a selection ot pamphlet:* 
on organic gardening* animal liberal con and lund use. 
Send m AS SAE for a catalogue. 

ILFS Loampanid UpUmitd, PO Box LI97, Port 
Townsend, VVA 98368, USA, foie plume: 3611 385 


(PP) Permanent Ftibl jural ions, Hyden House tad.. 
The SuatalnaUllty Centre* Eusl Mwp, 
Hampshire, GU32 11 IK, UK. Telephone: 01730 
823311* Publishes the Earth Repak Catalogue which 
is full of cool books on forest gardening* alternative 
technology, low impact dwellings inid loads more. 

(PP) Plants For at Future, The Field* Ptnpnl, 

1 .[istw Uhct* Cornwall, PL22 ONG p I K- 
Jlli 1 phone: 0120» 873554 or 872963. A resource 
uihL information centre for details on edible and other 
Useful plants. Publishes frce/chcap photocopied 
foa&Hsind infomini i^n ^hcet> on u-ll sort* of subject 
relating to plant usage. Send an A5 SAE for more 
information* 

Wc first heard about loads of ihe books reviewed 
from Pw'chotmpediti—A Guide So Puhficalions on 
the Periphery by ftuss Kick (Critical Vision. 
Manchester. UK, I 998 J ISBN 1 - 90048 ^) 3-2 For 
details on how to ordef Lhi* book sttid ari A 4 SAE to: 
Critical Press, PQ Box 26 , Manchester M 26 SPQ, 
UK. The US magazine Factshcrt Fnr—your perptf- 
MtltY suprising guide to the zwr revolution also has 
ihou-MtntLt of reviews and contact dentils for some of 
the more esoteric publications around. Con tact them 
at: Factsheel Ftw, PO Box 170099 , San Francisco, 
CA 9411748 ) 99 , USA. Also worth trying are the 
numerous book/nuthor search engines, on the web. 


3JZ 
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Lettuce to the Cabbage 

Come on in Number 7—Your Time is Up*, 


These pag.es are open access and we will pnrtl most letters we receive-at though remember Chat 
they do not necessarily reflect the views of the Do or Die Editorial Collective, Due to space coiv 
straints it would be good (f tetters could be kept to around 500 words, and sending them as text 
files on disks would mean less work to do for us. It also makes it more likely that your letter will 
appear without spelling mistakes or bits missing due to our appalling typing! Unless otherwise 
marked we will assume all letters received are for publication-aUhough the names and address- 


es of senders wilt not be printed unless relevant. 

Fuck Off! 

Dear Do or Die! 

Puhlkti (Ini! Ilu Mil Ihi!!! Publish :in nrlitlc tluil 
slog* us off! Prim ImihU.miI inaccuracies in (he article! 
KcIik u* ii riglil to reply! Wiiiie :i itiumci olu pngc 
icllirtjj pump I l’ Hue you mliisd u* a riji I n to reply! 
And then you utk us to help you distribute ill FU(‘K 
OFF! 

With Iovc from (he corporate sdl-out ikpurtniciH sit 
Undercurrents, 

You're Crap 

Dear DuD, 

Thanks for cmrymj GaitdaJf news and London 
Greenpeace "A defence pledge (pp. 129- S 311—even if 
your repon was crap. 

Wc don't ’"mi* up.''revolutionary calls with con¬ 
cerns for civil liberties 1 '. We're clear the basis of the 
botffymis State is the social contract m& the Gandalf 
dhaficution^ tyrannical neptlon of ri|httd expres¬ 
sion* ajwociution and conscience justifies a revolu¬ 
tionary response. even in rhtnr Lcntiv Just because 
ynur writer's so mixed up he can't eel beyond bis tib- 
cralism doesn't mean this message should he 
Obscured (Yottl your reliefs so they are prevented 
from rebuilding appropriately too. 

Re, "winning"* our mnln role is to discredit 
(kind.df trials so they CEin ■ be U£C<) (0 legitimise Con- 
spiracy/lociterMTit laws u a gcncntliscd repressive 
instrumcai against the direct action movement, 
Through this, we con hope to discredit the State li.s ll 
whole in our small way. I - the Suite's shown to deny 
our ri ghts rather than guarantee cite nr justice can 
only come about through its revolutionary abolition. 

If we acknowledge any of their pnjoedures, it's only 
to show'they're self-serving and/or absurd. For 
example, combining hunting the judge in effigy on 
2nd February 1998 wich applying to him to stand 
down on grounds ol personal animosity towards the 
defendants effectively showed tbe impossibility of 
justice in tail ease, Similarly, appeals t» liberal bod¬ 
ies have largely been made to show how irftilcs they 
are rather than to divert campaigning into futile, 
piecemeal lobbying Rarely ► dtey have proved useful 


despite themselves* tndrx* for example, effectively 
t™k direct action bypassing Slate censorship by 
pul ting "inciting' tests on die Net, 

Calling for direct action, a revolutionary response 
to the Gndalf preawutiDn isn't “ promoting] the 
revolutionary politics of Green Atuirehisl" as ycnir 
writer offensively suggests. Il'xjusil Bcortimoii-sense 
response to political prosecution. There's nothing 
specifically unareho-fwimitivisc in it. Amireho-prirm- 

tivism in an anti- 
itteologicai ten¬ 
dency anyway— 
we would no 
more want to 
impose it on any 
animal lib ideo¬ 
logues sharing 
the dock with us 
than anyone e l SC 1 
As CarnaEte and 
Cdli argue in On 
Or#atiis&ticnt 
p r a p a g a n d a 
nywiir-r rcvtdu * 
t ionary COit- 
ticiousfKH* rather 
than raising it— 
if they're right, 
our ideas are already in everyone's hen-.Is. anyway! 

As your report didn't mention th I should say here 
that Ml5 want to use the Gandalf prosecution to 
showcase ’eco-ten-onsm' jnd make work post-Cold 
War. During her 11994 Dimhteby lecture, Stella 
KimingEon said “subversion' was down and 'terror¬ 
isin' was up. A vengeful New Labour is now deci¬ 
mating she courtier-subversion section., As F2's staff 
move on to become "cuunicr-terroriels' they're re- 
til ing ux accordingly. So at the last Caudalf trial. 
Sclwood denounced writers ("subversives' l as ter¬ 
rorists'' for supporting direct action, not even Hiking 
it, We can at beat discredit all this hy focusing on 
well-documented pr&YOfiUturs like Tim Hepple 
(now Matthews ) sent tnEo the early-199Cls movement 
to mamtfucirure this ’Ehreal'. 
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Ycmrs for the destruction uf civilisation, 

John Connor. Oiiftrd CIA's, BCM 1715, London, 
WCIN 3 XX, UK. 

P^: How cmi]J you end yemr otherwise mymptilheiic 
review of Bob Blacks. Amur Ay After Leftism 
|pp. 145-6) by referring to Fabiail l-uekwit™ 

TbmpsctTi cress cowardly llbeli?! He's more the 
anti-Semite ihan Black, defending convicted 
Holocaust rev is Lon i si Robert Faurissan Hec his. 
Sta ked* p* 2 X Stewart "Long, live Death 11 Home end 
his Rvfiliun racist buddy Tbay Wakeford. You 
reviewed Ssh Estate in the same ismic (pJ54h soym 
know what lying scum the Neoists arc! Fur more 
|nfo + see Uirry O'HwH's Sir Wait fttmte and His 
Fascist Friends. BM Box 476ft. London WCIN 
3XX. UK. 

An Insight From India 

Dear Folks. 

I was %ent a copy of Do or Die No, h by The Land 
is Ours and have been heartened by It. I 'm a member 
of li radical group in India and work here November 
to Mircti each year, rtEiiniiisg to the UK and follow¬ 
ing the same principles lhere P 

Being away gives perspective. I'm going to work 
on the basis that the party political AND economic 
structures are grossly damaging. This I've been 
already doing, but have not been "preaching" it. All 
our diher sin.ieturcs/institutions are also dcstrocttvc. 
Firstly, on the advice of folks at my centre I have 
been finding out more ubsHd just and susiainable 
aliemaitvu in the UK—this has become a picture 
now. rather than a chore. 

I see great potential in the LETS scheme cnoi the 
i rude marked systcfftll) and applications tmturmah 
of the mediation UK type, 

Once ooe ol the unthinking and complacent I have 
become radicalised by t number of forces—my main 
"badge 1 being that of a poll tax re Riser. I was 
enthused when yew movement began and I hope lo 
sec it continue beware Furriii’s ’Forum far a 
Future" which is offering Swampy figures a course of 
education, with various corporates, so that they can 
pm their eu.se in the right wayjf Hope all ignore 
him- or lhat volunteers are replaced. 

Belonging to the generation that landed you all 
with this mess of pollution and anomic ' can only 
belatedly pull myself together and do what can be 
done. Positive nucraCrcnds sire being supported and 
recorded by such people as Helena Nofbcrg-Hodgc 
IAne icru Fulti res}. R i c hard Douthwa lie (Short 
Circuit!! ojvd JLLtiics Robertson (read his briefing on 


the J Ncw Economics of Suslumnblc 
Devel^ptnent' -better still his l^Sfl Sane 
Alternative 1 *) Another, Jeremy Seabmok, is lyking 
this up anti J hope to arrange a turn day exchange to 
discuss l he way forward in Bromsgrove, around 
Apcil/May. 

Beforu thin t h d like to see a few of you and invito 
you lo choose a rep for two) to join in this discussion 
Will be in unseh re: this when l get back. 
Appreciatively, 

AH 

The UK’s Oldest Political Prisoner-. 

Deaf Members, 

Thank you for your t)<t m thr copy No. 7. it was 
appreciated. It makes one ihink thill perhaps Nature 
luclf has its own plan, and that mankind was allowed 
to climb so- far up the evolutionary chain in order to 
destroy itself and itwal of the World, H^w else tea 
explain ihc blind greed that so many are infected 
with7 

All tho.se in 
power will noL 
can mu. make 
changes in isola¬ 
tion* particularly in 
the Oil and re luted 
industries, I tim too 
old to live to see 
the day when 
change for the 
worse becomes, 
obvious to all, and 
lire vc fii hie, 

1l wuuld be inter- 
cslmg lo see the 
panic uiid realisn* 
lion sel in among those who obviously think that 
they nd the dynasties that they are a part of, or hope 
so found, cannot after all be untouched by the rondi 
lions they have created and which cannot he bough! 
off no mutter how much money they have* 

Yes, Nature is tilling its own garden with our help* 
and what .survives or is created in this process can 
only be another in a long line of experiments. We 
have The intellect to rise above the challenge, hue 
only by conquering greed and 1 are afraid that vs too 
strong a trait in !<ki many* Again thank you for so 
many thought provoking articles. 

Sincerely. 

Ron Easicrfcrook B8tt459 h HMP HigMown. Sutton 
Lane. Sutton, Surrey, SM- 5PJ, 1-K* 
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Dead End Workerists? 

Dear comrades, 

1 have i^uc No. 6 (which is ihe first Do or Die 1 
came ACtosp) and I would like to say how very 
impressed 1 um by it indeed. Increasingly I am beg in » 
ttinjt its sec that ik’ bcsl and needier hope for change 
in society has to occur through ecu, environment and 
litcsiyle rather than thr old hoped for point of revo- 
fiiutm of workplace Mruggfcs which lake nobody, hm 
nobody* past the end of any particular dispute. Won 
or losi, capitalism and planet doatruefion prevails, 
Challenge to Eli is ugly, wasteful system must now 
conic fftisri it broader, more vital, more I sir-Eh in king 
front. 

Best wishes. 

HD 

Welsh Authoritarians? 

Dcur Do or Die. 

Over Lhc posi couple of years* through the counter* 
culture and direct ini ion movement, ii ha> been 
heanening to see anarchists and other radicals mov¬ 
ing it way from the sectarianism of she past, Peace 
A r fir.f is supporting the GA and ALT Defendant, 
Green Ammhiw gives positive reviews of the new 
look Ckixs Wizr. and I he May Day '9H conference 
brings together all types of jmurcihisfs* socialists and 
libertarian leftists, to discuss the Suture, Grant stuff! 

I dn not waul to negate any of (hi* good wort hui 
I would like in highlight (he dangers of authoritarian 
groups masquerading under the umehiic/DlY 
movement's broad banner. Specifically, 1 refer to a 
puny calling Uralf Cymru Qach tin Welsh, lik-rally. 
Rod Wales J H operating from a PO Bax number in 
Wrexham They have, I understand, already been 
listed as a Welsh contact in the pages of Schntws* 
Ammat und possibly other puMicitioiisc 
The group is keen la present itself its an integral 
pvt ol aur grassroots movement, bin the briefest 
examination of them reveals this to he more than a 
little misleading. Cymru Got ft is, for starters, heavi¬ 
ly Mattel. Ie is allied to the Scottish Republican 
Socialist Pony in Glasgow, a group openly hostile to 
anarchism (and, J migtir :idd. noted for its venomous 
misogyny and homophobia b Indeed, ofK of (he few 
things ihal anarchists, DIY-era and Trotskyists till 
agree on ts that live SUSP are—cr, potty. (They don 1 1 
have the members in be considered dangerous). 

Cymru Goch , furthermore, claim their Welsh 
Republican heritage from the legacy of the Free 
Mftlfi Army, i I9titi'i EL-norist cxLEfu led by ultra- 
patriot Julian Cayo Evans, eulogised in Cymru 


GtHrh's puper, f tuner Gtcft’. The Angry Brigade 
they weren't—the FWA wem racist to such a degree 
that John Tyndall (then of Lie NF) opened la Iks with 
them {see To Dream of Freedom' by Roy I^ewcs (Y 
LolfiL 1980)) and they were rabidly RKK-ristian lo 
boot. 

In 1996, Cymru Churli began negotiations with 
Afiititiur (now 1 The Socialist Party] aimed ue 

bringing about a CO*Htkfl ready to stand in Ehe fol¬ 
lowing year’s general election. Ii wo* following Ihe 
(aillire ol this strategy tMilifani were, quite rightly, 
suspicious til thcml) that the group rally pushed to 
be recognised m a part of the anarchist/DI Y under¬ 
ground, Bulking of its commitment to -Rad, Green 
nnd Black politico And yet, (hey hove failed to 
become remotely involved in any DfY struggle in 
Wales* (mm the Anti -Election Alliance to the recent 
campaigns against the budding of □ McDonald’s 
store in Aberystwyth, 

1 might, moreover, add ihai many of the junior 
pariy members are ULademics, and that owmbcrship 
remains overwhelmingly nude. Indeed, m least one 
former female member that I know of quit over the 
sexism of whai she described as the ‘"m raiw rugby- 
lad" mentality of the membership. 

All this .suggests that Cymru Goch are another tired 
cadre of the h old left', and. Nkc the WRP’s vampire- 
like Recfatm the Future project, aitacb ihcmsdves Eu 
the unnrchisl/DlY caumcrciilltire for ends best 
described us 'opportunistic'. 

Yours sincerely, 

D 

PS: In cast you're wondering ahoul my motivea for 
writing (he abovBi no. J have never been a member of 
Cymru (iDCh. haw not fallen out with them and have 
no jHTMinal grudge against .iilvihk 8 involved. 

Clueless Americans? 

Dear Do or Die Collective. 

Reading your magazine, through the hands of a 
friend via iltp EF! bo-down up in Oregon or wherev¬ 
er ie was, was a great blast of interesting ami funny 
and uiiomiaiivc writing. Personally speaking, too 
much of the EF! scene here just pisses me off with 
it's ignorance:, separatism from other .mraggles, and 
straight out stupidity. Nor le> say folks here aren’t 
doing important shit, unjust thai they’re sometimes 
a hit clueless os to the rest of the; planch or the resE of 
their own cant menu far iJihe matter. 

But [ liked your zinc, because of its intelligence, 
global vision* and. well, its radical-ncti. Oh yeah and 
Kara of humour, Vm afraid that l h d have id agree 
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with your reviewer about our own stateside journal: 
il'i u bic tame politically. and basically has Ehe same 
pavd'ga£iil| world view o! mo^t other gringos, with 
a coo) cco-nTcrchandising section. VViitim.it sounding 
twi much like a six:kit scientist I actually do led 
there's a sort of anti-intellectual bent in the US that 
pervades many facets of society, Sometimes it's a 
helpful thing, and makes people trust themselves 
aver the ‘experts'* and iry anything, hue other limes 
u manifest! iusclTiti an active unwillingness, or even 
fear of thoroughly discussing things or figuring evui 
where you're coming from, or going to. That's why I 
liked I hi .t- ?)tt\ it con earned thoughtful and in depth 
disetmtoov about the direction* the radical environ¬ 
mental movement is taking. covering way more 
intelligently and thoroughly than most of the similar 
writing I've seen from this side ol the Atlantic. 

Also, ii seems that you don't even question dial the 
radical green movement is inherently connected, iu 
some way, to the Ved r and 'black* movetnents. while 
as here I feel like people still think it"s a completely 
separate thang, which is bullshit a* far as I’m con¬ 
cerned. So keep up the good work. 

Love. 

MF 

A Big Fat Feminist Rant About Sex 

Dear I > 1.1 or Die, 

Pregnancy is a political issue. So why are loads of 
otherwise storied site girls getting inseminated, and 
why are most of them either very ysuing or from 
working elites backgrounds? Something seems to he 
up the duff with our capacity to talk about cultural 
attitudes to sex and it’s leaving a lot of women cither 
cmotiimidly scarred by abortion nr up to tliclr ears in 
nappies. That's an impressively dodgy sweeping 
statement but from whin I' ve observed this year ti 
seems m he true, and unless a debate is started soon 
Use damage eau only get worse. 

These pregnancies aren't the result of women who 
have consciously chosen mothcrhENxJ as what they 
want most at this point in their lives, they're acci¬ 
dents. They must he genuine accidents because we 
■can't possibily accept dial sexism urul even .Straight- 
Forward arrogance and ignorance are rife wishm parts 
of the movement. That these women may not be 
confident enough to demand protect ton. That their 
bump* might in part be the product oi a mindset 
which finds it easier to runt about Society 9 inhibited 
nitiiudcs to orgies than ihtr fact (hut condoms and 
other contraceptives are sneered at as Babylonian 
and distasteful. 


It's an aofEtrttinatc truEh that direct action docs have 
a tendency Co OD on testosilcronc. but usually the 
boring shadow of sesisui is just irritating When it 
comet cei shagging however, patriarchy becomes 
positively dangerous. Male dominance in the sleep¬ 
ing bug means that condoms arc seen to equate with 
had/intubated sex just because they slightly dull the 
bloke's sensation and thus delay his orgasm. The fact 
that this is good news for female pleasure seems to 
have got lost In the prehistoric notion that women 
*give themselves" to men in it procedure where male 
satisfaction is the ultimate goal. 

This suit of bollux is given an pcq-warrior twj$t 
with the whole 'live life to extremes, every risk ns 
worth lIi I am an ad venturer in the world of sensual 
csecss unburdened hy the shackles nl latex' type 
stuff. Apart from the uncomfortable truth that very 
little sex i^ worth risking AIDS for, there is also the 
small mutter of another human being. Of course we 
fiitve the right to screw- up ourselves Lind nur h<xlies 
with class A"s, dirtigy walkways and other --t range 
pleasures, but that liberty can’I really be extended to 
messing with tlx lives of people we create. Not fll&t 
| T m denying n lot of people make great emergency 
parents, but isn’t the universe ll l ard enough place to 
arrive in without being un mcuuvcmcni blip in aurrc- 
one’^ general world saving/happiress achieving 
schemes? 

I lion 1 ! know what the answer is to all this, cosy 
contraceptive lecture 1 ’ round the tirepit wtHiId hsrdly 
iiid ■slop digestion, and a communal "’lash ol rubbers 
from the local family planning only work* if people 
use ihettt. One way or another chough we need to be 
more open about this, before all that yog hurt about 
‘prolccimg she Mother' start* lusting a hit sour. 
Yours -e s pcctiOf*loiis-of-voci fc n u \ - k- edback-abaub 
how-itV *none-ol'-yE>ur-fuekiiig-busLncss-yon 
prc^ehy-middle-class-t Wat' 

Nanny Cunt of tin’ Du rex marketing board 

Dilution by Acceptance.,, 

Dear Do or Die, 

Issue seven made tunny good points on the media's 
relationship with direct action:; in particular. th? 
review of Gaiht'rirtfi Fom ? was valuable in revealing 
the "recuperation r lactic of dilution by acceptance. 
The same tactic also applies to mure 'reasonable' 
campaigns, which have been overwhelmed by gov¬ 
ernment consultation exercises of dubious sincerity. 
The new regional government structures promise a 
seal at the tabic/ sn should we stop shouting out¬ 
side? 


m 
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|[ v Mial ic> be heard m -lJ I levels... bin experience In itself, Li is not loo importuni that Bookchin now 


from Ehc campaign Bill's, public inquiries unci 
Agenda 21 show* a vast dcmoLiaiic dcfacil, Take ihe 
Htttfnga Bypits I^JbliL- Inquiry of 1995-6, which m 
July 199B said the mail should go ahead. wilh even 
LhJs decisiars ntfW subject lo yc| more bureaucratic, 
scmi-clnndestine *sEudy'. 

t vc been involved in South Coast Again si 
Roudhuilding i,SCAR( which, while not (mdcrhiking 
direct action els such, has been an excellent network 
for local umi-roads groups. Your Personalily Politics 
article (seer Df* ttr Dir No. 7, |Nige 35) is right to 
question media coverage, hut I have op problem with 
media Hunt* us long ns ih;u is ihe clear aim: widi 
Ftirmilc, ihis wasn't ihe cose* hence trivializing the 
t’ssuCn SCAR has done u lot o3‘ phuEo^tuntS, and 
faughl the 1 Idlings inquiry hard. We evton hud I tie 
'award-winning’ Km mu Muse (anti we never called 
her ihai!). Bui for ill out expert w 1 uncles, the sys- 
[cm prevailed. 

Regional government could be tlie biggest “recu¬ 
peration* ever, with SCAR and other groups forming 
u nelwork eo feed into it. Bui if the system sums io 
wnltnl them, they lose the cutting edge. The danger 
lies in respecting the shadow’ rote loo literally, 
rather than allowing gnt$$fQO££ campaigns to lind 
their own agenda (and, if necessary, + uorespcctable h 
ladies J. Taking the STAR e sum pic, we began j is 
u.ndcr Co shadow the DOT* agenda for a Folkestone 
Eo Honiton super hypass...which was; iheoppmue of 
divide and ode. But regfawal government is rxurtly 
lbat. Roads, airports and devclopmt crews many 
boundaries, and losing ihe wider view creates a 
pnrochtnJ outlook. Pandering to Use official line with¬ 
out Hcepiicism, reasonable’ campaigners cm be 
manipulated no less than the radical actsvises. It's 
best let irusi your instincts! 

Captain Gasmask 

Bob Black's Bits.,, 

Dear Do or Die, 

Boih ihe merits and limitations of my brink 
Amiirfty qfter Leftism arc implicit i ei its first sen¬ 
tence: “This small book is nothing mote ihan a cri¬ 
tique Of Matter small book, Murray Bookchm s 
Sflcitft Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism? An 
Unbridgeable Chasm " This was all I ptwnl^d If 1 
delivered a liitJe more, as your reviewer suggests 
(and I hfcc to ihmk), so much the better, hui a hook 
taking ibis form is bound to be more critical than 
eonstnieiive, I don't have eo have all the right 
answer* to notice (hai Bookthin has the wrong ones. 


cunimdicls his earlier writings, and cm a large scale. 

A bigger mart than 
Bookchin would 
acknowledge bis 
mistakes and 
recount whnl he 
hus learnt fmm 
(hem. After all, he 
claims lo be a 
dialectician h But 
Bookchin, like Big 
Brother, is always 
right, In SALA he 
savages a rnoltcy 
array of critics and 
rivals, arraigned as 
co-dcfeiidanis, as 
"tifoilylc Mar¬ 
ch isra”* ulihough only he perceives ihe essential 
equivalence of Elieir Lniquilyi la anyone else, all they 
seem to have in common i& Boofcchin's hatred, Ii"s 
not just that these villains disagree with him now, the 
worse of it is they agree with hint back when. As 3 
wrote in AAL: "Some of us believed him then. Now 
he tells ui wc were wrong, although he never tells us 
hr ever was. Why should we believe him nowT 

I dealt with Bookchm us a teftisc because in .SAM 
(Jn^hAlluh?) lie east hirftsetf as inheritor and ehampi* 
cm ol "ihe left chai was'"—his phrase—and because 
his regmchion from his curlier, higher periled ves 
invariably consists of regression la ihe trad ii timid 
leftism he traduced in “Listen. MarxistT lie seems 
unaware ihnl his own vaunted creation Social 
Ecology is now pari of The Lett Thtt Was and his 
had little appeal lo The Lcfi Thai Still Is. San Of, 
“Lifestyle anarchists " lake Social Ecology a Jot more 
seriously (too seriously, I’d say) than do the clftss- 
scrugglc wnrkerisis. Far realising whut remains vital 
in the left whilst superseding ihe resI, Boctcftins 
tirade is quite useless, 

ft Bockehin’s category uf "Ijfctfyte anarchism" i& 
incoherent, his usurpation of “social anarchism""— 
defined as Bookchinia n w its antithesis is slander¬ 
ous and scandalous, Without exception, Bookchin’s 
designated enemies ore anti-capitalist. collectivist 
anarchists. As turds tm eontemett Bdhfcchin can 
delinc Social Ecology as whatever he says ii means 
this week, as he wrcrns to have coined the phrase, hue 
he's not absconding with Social Anarchism. 

Finally, a disagreeable point about footnote 6, 


which most of your readers musi have found incom- 
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prehensibte. Among his other adjectival ejaculations. 
Bookcbln denounced life sty le anarchists as tasehlic 
Nazi sympathisers (whik contradictorily aceusing 
the very name people of individualism and liberal¬ 
ism). Meanwhile he celebrated she Great White 
Fathers of IShb century left anarchism, such as 
Bakunin. So I quoted a disparaging description of 
Karl Marx in a letter by Bakunin which Included 
mention of Marx being Jewish, because it ww$ 
uncannily descriptive of Bookchin too. 1 was not 
endorsing Bakunin h » private lapse into untl- 
Semitism, S was showing up EJookchin"* double stan¬ 
dard. 

Enter Air archtst 
tnitgmitim by gay 
novelist Stewari 
Home., writing as 
"Luther BIissett\ 

As hi^ hooks arc not 
selling very well 
bjk! his Art Strike 
publicity stunt is 
ancient history, 

Horne has east 
about for other 
ways to attract 
attention. In succes¬ 
sive pamphlets he 
has denounced m 
fascists—iirst, envi- 
ronmentalliu and Greens; next. Green anarchists: 
and now anarchists generalLy. In this latest pamphlet, 
he quotes me, quoting Bakunin to prove that 
Bakunin was something of an anti-Semite, to prove 
that I am an anti-Semite. By similar reasoning, when 
Home quote-, somebody to prove he is m anti-Semite 
(such is Bakunin or myself) ihnt proves that M&me is 
un anti-Semite, right? As he may well be. ns he has 
Isi-ru: Miiiidmg tics to ihe nen-Nozt band Sol Invictus 
associated with the National From, 

Sincerely, 

Bob Black, PO Box ,1142. Albany, NV 12203-0142, 
USA. 

The Third Way 

Greetings Door Die, 

[n the 1960’s USA activists really only explored 
two alternatives to political power— ihe ballot or the 
bullet. Dlicl l anion by USA left activists was gener¬ 
ally a means to the end of one of those two alterna¬ 
tives. I am Mill reading Do or Die to underfund how 
the political end is achieved via cite direct action 
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for u& all! 

Power to the people! 

Mark Cook *027100, Airway Height* Correctional 
Center, PO Rnx 1809, Unit LA-5L> Airway Height 
WA 9OO0M8O9, USA 

Liberal Myths 

Dear Do- or Die, 

Activists are welcome to criticise she revolutionary 
politics of Grvto Awmhlst (GA? hut the correct 
pltftcc for this is in the pages of GA, other movement 
publications anti not in court or inside a prison cell. 
Under the liberal myth, people have a supposed 
"right’ to express themselves freely- Wiih the 
Gundulf trial, this libera) myth of freedom of though! 
is shown to Iw un empty lie. Their whole! system is 
founded on lies. Du you propose in answer this with 
Reformism? 

To campaign fm freedom of expression is not to 
endorse the revolutionary politics of GA. As the hst 
of publications in my 'Gandalf Diary shows, any 
movement publication is a potential target: Do or 
Die „ the Newbury W Raging book publishers. 
SchNEW&i Eanh First! Aeffort Update, Gandatf is 
just n laboratory and DSI Thomas merely the vlvj- 
seeEor sub-contracted by Ihe state. Is there a 
reformist answer to this? 

Now that we have been done, all they have to do is 
demonstrate you have "links' with GA and you can 
be part of the conspiracy too. Rver mentioned GA in 
your zinc? Knowledge equals guilt... 

Ie hiartv with slogans like "For Ehc destruction of 
civilisation* and ends disallowing calls (’incite¬ 
ments' !) to save the irecs at Sumworth WocxJs, or the 
lulls hi Newbury. Once you allow cite Hampshire 
$tasi in. ycHi might as welt just bond over editorial 
control. 

No, the answer is to deny the Reich any "right’ to 
interfere IN ANY WAY with COT publications. You 
aren’t going to get this repudiation through reformist 
bleating about the supposed "right' to freedom of 
expression. That is a lie. it is empty. You won't get 
Liberty defending you. or any of the dead m a in - 
stream press supporting you. Y™ can whittle away at 
it piecemeal forever with Reformism, but so long as 
i tie Reich remains, so does our problem. 
Alternatively. there is always Revolution. It’s your 
choice,.. 

With best wishes—in a personal capacity, 

Steve Booth, Green Anarchist. RM l? 15+ London, 
WCIN 3 XX.UK. 
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Still No Escape From Patriarchy 

Dear £ki of Die, 

Well, well, well. Dp or Die finally has something iu 
say about women! (No Escape fmm Pairiarehy— 
D&D No. 7) E imagine that most of Ehe women (and 
probably quite a few men} reading I his ;inidc could 
identify with a tot of ihc situations mentioned—and 
not just ui the experience of living on site* For die 6 
years that I have been involved in rudici) ecological 
direct uCEmn J have found that lime and time again on 
actions, in ofliccs, in nice Lings, in publications, on 
camps and in bed, MXiiltt in ils many forms is rife. 

1 agree wiih the writer of this ilk tele dun "sites arc 
Patriarchal but then so as society, and it h society 1 
lil.tinu for it“ However, I disagree Thai this is “a by- 
product of Western culture" iJntoriiivtatety. patri¬ 
archy is way mem than ihat. 

Patriarchy is the systemic oppression of women by 
■non which has arguably been present in society 
spocc al leasi the dawn of civilisation. (There isn't 
space here io go into the many theories armind how 
ajid why patriarchy developed. Hul if you're interest¬ 
ed (hert go to any bookshop or library and look in the 
Women VE-eininism seeilfjn and you'll find plenty of 
stuff on the suhjecl.) Yes, patriarchy has spccihc 
manifestations in late 20th century western culture— 
like the systematic rtjectiftcalion/sc * ual Nation of 
women's bodies in popular media, or the Fact (bat 
women are generally the primary care-givens to chib 
dren and the elderly [but hooray! m our liheiaied 
world they can have 1 job loot!). However, t'undii- 
mcniiilly [iLLi.ri.uvhy is siill abnul just one thing— 
men s power over women. 

The many fiumiftolntiom of patriarchy at any given 
lime are nothing more I kin the system^ latest ways 
of enforcing Ihm power. Sometimes ibis is very, very 8 
blatant—-in siinations like rape and physical abuse 
again*! women (in other cultures and historical eras 
we have seen find-binding, female mfarilicedc, 
forced sterilisation or hysterectomy h female gen dal 
mutilation, wife-burmrig. forced pmtitutioii...). 
However most of ihe ways in which patriarchy is 
enforced are much more subtle—ihe education sys¬ 
tem which conditions Subordination m girU. or she 
gender stereotypes which capitalism promotes and 
profits from. (If you warn proof df ihe latter just 
watch a few houn; of TV for a quick run -down on Ihe 
ways in which women are represented as cither 
domesticated, deferring to men. in caring rotes* 
needing protection from men cte., or as the wxu- 
Li lived 'property' of men (both physically and llIco- 


logically.)} The whole thing is very insidious ami it 
has to be. It works on a level of not only accentuat¬ 
ing ihe power men have in society, but also ihe pow- 
ertessnessoJ' women. We are meant lo internalise Cm 
inequality and accept it as the norm, then we become 
tools tor the system, continually re in forcing our own 
oppression. Yet this only work* becaus e of the sub- 
llely ol forms which patriarchy takes. Look ui how 
much more resistance and outrage there is to the bla¬ 
tant manifestation* of patriarchy— rape, physical 
abuse etc% compared to ihe mono subtle forms such a* 
how kid* Lire educated and how the enure legal sys¬ 
tem is inherently sexisL 

Looked at in Hus light it is easier to see why ihe 
radical ecological direct action movement is not real¬ 
ly tackling the issue of women's oppression, and 
why the Mutant sexism seen on site is unfortunately 
the very lip of Ihc iceberg. We are very good (as a 
largely anarchist, Increasingly anti-capitalist group 
of people) at arguing and acting for the removal of 
the great inequalities of power between classes of 
pecrple an our society (ihe possessed and ihe dispos¬ 
sessed basically). However, we are not so good it 
looking ai ihe more insidLEHJh type* of power sys¬ 
tems —^specialty these or which u c have power &ur- 
sf/ves. If we are serious about wanting revolution, 
then we have iei face the fad thal this revolution will 
need lo remove the power clement in our social rela¬ 
tionships—nol just mir o verily poll heal Of economic 
ones. So those wuh ihc power will need to give It up. 
We aren't just talking here about men giving up ihek 
power l wer women, but also able over disabled, 
white over Nock, older over younger..,in other 
word* creating el society where no-one has any sort 
of power over unyonc else. 

This is a bloody difficult task We are oil GcndJh 
timed into our roles of power and powerle&snexft, 
ind ihe systems of power which dominate out soci¬ 
ety do not take holidays. It is virtually impossible for 
us io conceive of a society without power systems 
because we have never experienced it and there are 
few. if any, cracks in the system which we can 
enlarge. (Also I suspect that power has a nasty habit 
of being rather like a computer virus—even when 
you think it has gone away another manifestation of 
it crops up elsewhere!) 

Tilts all leads me to agree with (he writer of 'No 
Escape from Patriarchy 1 when she says that “being 
aware, and not assuming that women are incompe¬ 
tent is a major step forward." But "being aware" is 
not a Saturday job. '"Being aware" for all people 
mutt mean continuity an erupt mg to remove the 
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power relationships ihal exist helw«n groups and 
individual* in society. We’ve all got Co learn to give 
up our power and otlf powertessness, and to assist 
cithers to do the same, whether that means pointing 
out the power dynamics of our Social relalmn^ or 
challenging overtly sesisi/raeist/ etc. acts. Above all 
we should recognise that this is not a 'diversion' 
from the revolutionary process of which we are a 
part, but Tin her the very heart of il- 
Yottrs* 

Sylvtu Fmikhursts Miml 

Slack Blag Writes..* 

I>e:u Do or Dac, 

I g really enjoyed No, 7 which was full nl inspira¬ 
tional s(ulY. purtiedhirly the Sem Terra articla, I have 
to say l find some of your analyses a bit contradictor 
ry, bu( that's a much Conger letter I Euler you'd, haw 
spLice l or, I just warned to raise a paint about ihc arti¬ 
cle ort the No Opencast actions, where lhe tvuihor 
sjiil ihat as 11 rad teal ecologist they didn't want to see 
\my clocks ut all, as they are part of in ins.me system 
of mass production. Well, yen arid no—ancient cul¬ 
tures all had ports despite very Limned production. 
Wiihrwn them, the implication is that no one would 
ever Leave or ccnne into this island. 

In any anarchist society, w gieai proportion ai long 
distance journeys imide would he iuiiKcrs<oiy l but 
nos ail. For example, a woman I work with hud to fly 
to Jamaica to be with her dying father a few year* 
ago- — who in to tell her she can't? I realize ifs proh- 
ubly a day or so's walk in similar circumstances it 
your family is from Cheshire or Sussex, bus one in 
three people where 1 live arc not white. Perhaps (he 
'radical ecological society' your writer envisages 
will also do away with migration, bin somehow 1 
doubt ki will happen tike that. I'm Mire ihey didn't 
mean Its pul things tins way, but the position of M 
poftiAtfirporti, and by extort* ton immigrants, is one 
shut would normally find favour with the .sort of peo¬ 
ple your contributors would not normally agree with. 
Yours. 

M. e/o Black Hug. RM Hurricane, London, WCtN 

3XX t UK, 

Albert Dryderi 

Dcelf DoD, 

As someone that his been imprisoned for political 
acEivisits. I strongly agree lhal prisoner support is 
one of the nujst important aspects of political activi¬ 
ty. However, unlike she other people listed in 
Priiameif {Dime Die No, 7, page 136} Albert Dryden 


does nos Eli into the Da or Die slalemcnl those 
imprisoned fur their involvement in ecological, anti- 
nucleur/military. animat liberetiflfi* aiui-fasti^t/racist, 
anti-Slate and indigenous people h strifyggles." 

The person he killed (who is) refemrd to as a, coun¬ 
cil oOlcifll was involved in many campaigns for a 
bettor world, both ecological and for people. Harry 
wa.s a gentle friend who did not deserve lo be killed. 
He was a friend of mine, killed 7 years ago. There 
was no just i Ileal ion for Iris killing and 1 would imag¬ 
ine sonietMie's been misled into pulling his killer 
down un deserving Mippori from activists* May he 
you com M lei people know about this. 

Thanks, 

JR 

Irish Wind 

Dear Do or Die. 

Yon may he get 
ting some news 
from Us itk llie 
future as ilris 
place is u vegan 
anarchist com¬ 
mune perched 
halfway up u 
maintain. And a 
great way to be 
until someone 
decided to pro¬ 
pose here as a place to pm the higgcsl wind (arm in 
Europe so far! I'm into windpower but not im shat 
scale. We’re 250 acres and a mile from the house ihat 
will be dug up and concreted wffll reads all over ik. 
Is\ crucial hnMiltl for rare birds of prey, bats, otter*. 
ctCr so we ain't going to let it happen, We’ve (turned 
up with Cobh and-pylons groups m County Cmt 
who I've aclivdy supported since it started ■ yesir 
Eigo, They ei present may be evicted fmm iree hous¬ 
es at tiny lime. 

Anyhow it's import uni FFte get eo know aboul 
the wind power issue and how it's not J giecn‘ in any 
way. Don’I believe ihc huHAhii—ihe power is lor 
plEistics/Eigro-chemienl factories cic rr h will not save 
coal or peal being burned. Thh is because they 
demand more power. Windmills (the big ones) kill 
birds and the power fields tuck up all lito, 

CixmI tuck- -and keep up ihc pressure. 

V 

(fyau want fa contort the maha? of thin letter send 
your cO rre rpondeace to DoD taui my 'M pa.\.\ a fitfk 
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UK Earth First! Network Groups 


Belli EF! 

C/O PO Box 426 
Beth 

Somerset BA1 2Z0 
St249 713742 

Bristol EFI 

m Box si 
Green leaf Bookshop 
82 Colston Strcel 
Bristol BS1 5BQ 
Ori7S393093 

Cam bridge EF! 

Box E. 12 Milt Road 

Cambridge CBl 2AD 

Cftrdlri IF! 

c/o Green Group 
Glamorgan University Su 
Pontyrldd 

Mid-Glamorgan CF3? IDL 

Cheltenham EFl 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 

Gloucestershire GL.52 2PB 
ftqi&£hellBfJtt'?ser\fe ca.uk 

Eider Environmental 

Network 

PO Box IBS 

Exeter f X4 4EW 

Fite EFl 

c/o 9t South Street 
St Andrews 
File KYl6 90 

Glasgow EF! 

FI) Box ISO 
Glasgow G4 qas 

Gwynedd and Man EFI 

The Greenhouse 
1 Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor LL57 1 AX 
Of 248 35582! 
afu01tie£itangor.j£. ok 

Hull an Earth 

c/6 PO Box 43 
Hull HU 1 1AA 

LEAF 

Box l, is Etidauiph Street 
Leicester LE2 1BH 
0116 270 9616 


Lends ef! 

c/o 16 Sholebroke Avenue 
Chapeliown 
Leeds IS 7 3HB 
Of13 262 9365 
CQrnerstone&gn. jpe. org 

Liverpool EFI 
96 Bold Street 
Liverpool Li 4HY 

London Greenpeace 

5 Caledonian Road 
London Ni 9Dx 
0171 ?i$ 126$ 
fnfottmcspottigtit gtg 

Manchaster EFI 

Dapl 29 

255 Wilmstow Road 
Manchester Ml4 5LYV 
0161 226 6814 
mjfKetfonematoilc.trsesefvo 
.co.uk 

Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 53 
5 High Street 
Glastonbury 
Somerset 8A6 &PU 

Norlolk EF! 

c/o The Greenhouse 
■12-46 Bethel Street 
Norwich NR2 1*JR 

Hotting ham EFI 

c/o 182 Mansfield Road 
Nollingham NG1 3HW 
0115 958 5666 

Oldham EFI 

PC Box M7 
Oldham 0L4 3FE 

Oitord Community Action 
Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 

Reading Road hosiers 

RtS Centre 

35-39 London Street 

Reading 

Berkshire RGt 4 PS 
0116 964 6430 
mdbusters Qctaa, net 


Reclaim The Streets 

PO BOX 9656 
London N4 4JY 
0171 281 4621 
rts<&Qn.3pn.org 

Reclaim The Valleys 

c/o Swansea Environmental 
Centre 
Pier Street 
Swansea sai IRY 

Shell|eld EF! 

RECYC 

54 UppQflhorpa Road 
Shell mid S6 3EB 

Southampton EFI 

SUSU Pigeonholes 
Southampton University 
University Road 
Southampton SO 14 
K 06 tsoton.ac.uk 

South Devon EFI 

Birdwood House 
44 High Sired 
Totnes 

Devon TQ9 550 

South Downs EFI 
c/o 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton 

East Sussex BN2 2GY 

Swansea People EF! 

c/o Green Action 


Swansea University Su 

Swansea 

Wales 

Tyneside Action (or People 
and Planet (TAPP} 

PC Box 1TA 
Newcastle NE1 1TA 
tapfK&rw wcxtk54. treeS6rv& 
XO.uk 

Woodland AwarendsS and 
He la net (WAND I 

7 Pilcox 
Dunbar 

East Lothian EH42 IRQ 

Warwick EF! 

0/0 Green Society 
Warwick University SU 
Coventry GV4 7AL 
siHud/i'csv. warwKk.ac.uk 

Wolves Eco-Action 

C/o Wolves Hunt Sabs 
Wolverhampton Uni SU 
Wulfruha Street 
Wolverhampton WVl 1LY 

York EFI 

C/o York LEAF 
PD Box 323 
York 
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Other UK Groups/Networks/Contacts 


Anarchl«I Communist 
Federation 

rjo &4b Whitechapel High 
Street 

London Ei 70X 

Advisory Service (Or 
Snu aKers 

2 st Pauls. Hoad 
London M 2 ON 
0f71 359 8314 

.rJvtco&qail.t/MSifvt.COiilt 

Anarchist Teapot Action 

Kitchen 

Box B 

Public House Bookshop 
21 Little Preston Street 
Brighton BNt 2HD 

Anarcho-Pfimlllvlsl 

Netwprk 

PO Bo* 252 

n.iciima.fls'ivofthi 

Hertfordshire WD3 3AY 

Anti Fascist Action 
BM 1734 
London 
WCl N 3301 

Campaign Against The 
Arms Trade 

11 Goodwin Street 

London N4 3HO 

0171 281 m? 

cam pa ign-W'cat dem u n co u k 


Blatant Incitement 

Collective 

e/o Dept 29 

255 Wdmslow Road 

Manchester Ml 4 5LW 

0161 336 6814 

mancef-ilnemMQde.ffsasarvc 

.COM 

Disabled Action Network 

3 Crawley Street 
Wood Green 
London N22 6AN 
0181 839 1361 

Forest Action Network 

The Grucnhousc 
42-46 Bethel Street 
Norwich 
NR21NP 

Genetic Engineering 
Network 

C/O PO sox 965$ 

London N4 4 jY 
0181374 9316 

Qantfitt&Qn.tyc.ofQ 

Green Anarchist Network 

0M 1715 

London WC1N 3XX 

Haringey Solidarity Group 

PO BOX 2474 
London mb Ohw 
0181 374 5037 
hsyasdM.m 


Hunt Saboteurs Association 

PO Box 2736 
Brighton 
BN? ?M 
01375 633837 
ffSs8ron.3pc.org 

industrial Workers of the 
World 

75 Humbersione Gate 

Leicester 

LEt 1WH 

The Land Is Ours 

BOX E 

111 IMagdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
01365 732016 
ofttccn?!fta. demon co uk 

Matting Waves 

PO Box 1377 
Sheffield S36 4BZ 
01336 764379 
pp3mo&§6l,G0m 

No Opencast 

iso Shepherds Gush Road 
London m 7NL 
0171 603 1631 

Solidarity Federation 

PO BOX 29 
SWPO 
Manchester 
MU> 5HW 
0161 231 3177 


Third Bailie Of Newbury 

PC Box 5542 
Newbury 

Berkshire RG14 0WG 
0700 785201 
ihiftfbBitien'noimati.cofn 

URGENT 

Box HN 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
01866 721366 
iftfQtfurfpniarQMk 

More Contacts 

For UK prOteSt/dirBCt 
action camp contacts Set 
page 143. Fur Squatted 
Spac Bt/i nf Oth u ps/ao oal 
centres see page 130 and 
fpr prisoner suppurl 
groups see page 290. 

For details of over 500 
contacts from all over the 
world--as welt as re-prints 
of issues 151 to 2BQ and 
loads of extra inftirmation- 
-See The SchNEWS 
Survival HutmoQ* (ISBN 
0-952-97482-7], Order 
your copy lor a cheap 
£7.20 (including postage] 
fromr SdiNfwS, tin PO 
Box 2600, Brighton, Easl 
Sussex,. BN2 20X, UK. 


international Ecological Direct Action Groups 


An Taisntn GFat 

4 Ashgrove, Seacrest 

Knoeknacarra 

Ireland 

{Qberta&MdlQQ.le 

ASEED Europe 

PO BOX 92066 
109D AB Amsterdam 
Netherlands 
31-30 6633236 
aieedeurit3nlenfiA.nl 

An to mi mou s Green Acllmi 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa 

OniariP KlS 5H9 


Canada 

Adlan Fur Social Ecology 

BOX 34039 
10026 Stockholm 
Sweden 

ekofogislentfusa. net 

Coast Mountains EF1 

1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 120 

Vancouver V5L 3X9 
Canada 

1 604 708 9660 

CzacJi Republic EFT 
Zerne predavsiml 


PO Box 237 
16041 Prague 6 
Czech Republic 
umpmte vstmQacn. cz 

Earth Adtonf 
POB 131034 
Oaibndge 
Durban 6013 
South Africa 

Ecodiefence! 

Mostovsky Prospekt 

120-34236006 

Kul in ingrad ■‘Koenig burg 

Russia 

t'cotivfence-'iglas itpc wq 


mu 

Catle Zapefecos 7 B>s 
Colonla Obreras 
Del Cuauhtemoc 
Mexico 
525 7614233 

Green Action Israel 
PO Box 4311 
Tei-Avlv 61W6 
Israel 

972 m 3 516 2349 

Green Korea Unlimited 

I0F Garden Tower Building 
93-78 wonm-dong 
Chonge-gu 
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Seoul 11{*-350 
Sduiii Korea 

Greene Promt 

Po&lbus S&069 
3058 

AB Utrecht 

Netherlands 

QfOenfr^ds.n) 

Maxim ento Sam Tam 
(MOT) 

Alameda 8arao De Umeira 
1232-01202-002 
Sao Panic. Brazil 
Oil 3361 3866 


samtorwTmst org.pr 

Poland EH 

PO Bex 40 

43-304 Bietsko-Biaia 4 
Poland 

48-33 183153 
wdp'i'otcaftpnrvti. most-Qfgpl 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14 

Nizhni Novgorod 
603O82. Russia 
9312 34 32 80 

Rainbow Keepers (Ukraine) 

PC B«k 322 


Kiev 25218 1 

Ukraine 

7 38 044 2657628 
ritoecf. giasnei. ru 

Slobadcna ailematlva 

SlaiOrnestska 8/D 
Bit 03 Bratislava 
Slovakia 

Volunteers For Earth 
De fence 

189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
Philippines 


Yet More Contacts 

For a more compile listing 
of radical ecological and 
revolutionary groups and 
organisations from across 
the globe check uul the 
contacts in the heck of the 
USA published £§m first! 
Journal (see he low for con¬ 
tact delails) or visit ihe web 
sites al: 

www.eneLco.uk/sf 

www.f1B.flrD 

WWw.agp.orQ 


Journals/Magazines 


Anarchy 

A Journal Of oajire Armed 

CAL Press 
POB 1445 Columbia 
MO 65205-1446 
USA. 

imcffufrm&inait.com mis- 
souriMu 

Neither left nor right—iusl an 
uncompromisingly anti- 
ouitioriianan, pro-anarchy. 
Ideolqgy-smashlng maga¬ 
zine. 

Animal Liberation Front 
Supporters Group 

BM 1160 

London WC1H 3XX 
UK 

Updates on prisoners, news, 
articles and reports ol 
actions to free animals 
impriosued lor sdentllc 
research, food or lur. 

Ark an gel 

0CM 9240 
London WClfd 3XX 
QIC 

Well produced arnmaF libera¬ 
tion magazine with a large 
section of local anil national 
contacts as well as longer 
articles and news reports. 

Aulheben 


BN2 6 LX 
UK 

A theoretical magazine pub¬ 
lished by our very favourne 
autonomist mantlsls, 

Black Clad Messenger 

POB 1131 
Eugene 
OR 97402 
USA 

Rants, essays and scathing 
anti-reformist commentary 
from a radical ecd/prlmihvisi 
slant. 

Corporate Watch 

c/o Box E 

111 Magdalen Road 

Oxlord 

0X4 IRQ 

UK 

Researches Into, end dishes 
the dirt on, corporations. A 
OH flbe re I and incoherent 
though. 

Black Flea 

BM Hurricane,. London. 
WC1N 3xx 
UK 

hfa kttae^r^ircon. oo. uk 
Irregular but established 
anarchist magazine with 
same goad articles and 
worldwide news. 


Sheffield 

$2 4YR 
UK 

m61 232 7m 

ManchaslsrSF&sCMtirACMe 

nuin.GQ.uit 

High octane, adrenalin 
packed publication of the 
anarcho-syndicalist Solidarity 
Federation. 

Earth First I Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene OR 9744o 
USA 

54t 344 3004 
aartftfirst4iiffc.org 
Cool arse-kicking newspaper 
ol eff ever sue water. Has 
news, analysis and letters on 
all types ol global eco-resis¬ 
tance. 

The Ecologitl 

Unit 18 Chelsea Wharf 
15 Lots Road 
London SW1Q OGV 
UK 

0171 351 357S 
eco/ogt'Stit'fgn. ape. prg 
Getting better an the time Ibis 
is the ‘established and main¬ 
stream' ecology magazine. 
Excellent research, articles 
and global news. 


San Francisco 
CA 94117 
USA 

hig a wa tor ®(iq tma It. com 
Good new radrcal ecologi- 
cal/anarchisl Journal dedicat¬ 
ed to Ihe expansion ol bio- 
cenlTic and anarchist Theory 
and practice. 

Frllh Estate 

4632 Second Avenue 
Detroit 

Michigan 43201 

USA 

Excellent long running anti- 
civilisation newspaper 

Green An archill 

BM 1715 
London 
WCiN 3 xx 
UK 

Newspaper boldly Sub-til led 
‘For the destruction ol civili¬ 
sation' What more can we 
Say? 

Howl 

PO Box 2786 
Brighton 

East Sussex BN2 AX 
UK 

Glossy and news focused 
magazine ol the Hunt 
Saboteurs Association. 


PO Box 2535 
Rotting (loan 
East Sussex 


Direct Action 

PO Box 1095 


Farsi 

530 Divisadaro 
Suite 321 


Live Wild or Oiel 

ROB 204 
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2425-B C ha nning Way 

bi ihiey ca mm 

USA 

Occasional. wild rampaging 
newspaper from some 
friendly revolutionary see- 
freaks. 

Morgen mu 11 el 

c/o 21 Little Presto n Street 
Brighton 

Ease Sussex bni 2HQ 
UK 

Cool cartoon and rant zine 
produced by a talented and! 
hsautilul woman 


Organise! 

®4b Whllecbapet High Street 
Undg-n 
El 7QK 
UK 

Magazine of Iht? Anarchist 
Gcmmumsl Federation, 

Peace Hews 

5 Caledonian Road 
London 
m 90 
UK 

Quarterly 'revolutionary pad- 
fist 1 magazine with SO me 
good news coverage. 


ftovolil 

POB 35706 
Eugene 
OR 97402 
USA 

Excellent anarcho-primihvisi 
zlne from that Stateside 
hotbed of radicalism. 

Smash Hits 
BM Box 5536 
London WC1N m 
UK 

A forum for discussion on all 
aspects of revolutionary me- 
cry and praolK*. 


Treellesti 

POB 169 
Searspori 
MA 04974 
USA 

Social and eco-revctuiicfury 

fanzine. 

Venomous Butterfly 

41 Suffer Street 
Suile 16&1 
San Francisco 
CA941D4 S USA 
A publishing project aimed 
lit producing Insurr-ecliDnary 
anarchist writings. 


Newt et t ers/Bulfe t ins 


Counter Information 

c/o Transmission 
28 King Street 
Glasgow G1 5QP 
Scotland 

Long running anarclig lype 
newsletter, Carries news 
from- ail over the world. 

Earth FiralF Action Update 

c/o 16 SiiQtehr&lct Avenue 

Chapell-pwn 

Leeds LS7 3HB 

UK 

OS 13 262 S365 

acitQfiuptiJtetVQn apQ.prQ 
Published by e loud 
mouthed bunch ol aco-revo¬ 
lutionaries this is a monthly 
8 page newsletter mi cov¬ 
ers ecological dlruct aciaon in 
th# UK 

Ganetlct Up dale 

FO Box M5& 

London HA 4JY. UK 
OWf 374 95W 
uifo&ffunGttx. freesErYG.Ca ok 
Monthly new letter of She 
Genefic Engineering Network 
(GEN) with news/evonts of 
action against biotechnology 

Hanngey Community Action 

TO BOX 2474 
London m Ohw, UK 
Amazing community based 
and direct aclion-ish 


newsletter wilh 12,000 
copies produced every kw 
months. 

The Laud It Ours 

Box E h m Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
UK 

Newsletter ol the UK lan- 
drighfr campaign. 

Nod LuddS Nows 

C/o Rainbow Centra 
180 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham MSI 3HW 
Cool FIN covering direct 
action locally and nationally. 

Otpcetylen* 

c/o Box G 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 1RQ 
UK 

An Oxford newsletter cover¬ 
ing the gamut of aclion, from 
direct to not-sd-direct 
Warning- has very crap cov¬ 
erage of some things (June 
10th lor example). 

The Pnrktioiler 
PQ Box 4144 
Worthing 

West Sussex BN 14 7N7 
UK 

Local direct adion/dirt dish¬ 
ing newsletter with the 
coolest nanus. 


Sell news 
PQ Box 2600 
Brighton 

Losl Sussex BN 2 2DX 
UK 

Weekly direct action 
newsletter Irom some ol the 
Brighton rent-a-mob. Full of 
global news and forthcom¬ 
ing events., 

The ShOllJuld Digger 
c/o 54 Uppe-nriarpe Road 
Upperthorpe 
Sheffield 36 
UK 

A (tee newsletter to network 
Hit news they won't lei you 
hear and help connect 
together the people of 
Sheffield: 

Spirit ol Freedom 

c/o 16 ShoRiibroke Avenue 

ChiipDltown 

Leeds LS7 3HB 

UK 

tattMb&hot' 
m a U > c o m 
QccasionaL 
but very good, 
eco-prisoner 
(and others) 
support 
newsletter 


Think Glob ally Ad Locally 

c/p Box 1TA 
NswctaUs fJEl 1TA 
UK 

local newsletter covering 
direct action and other stuff 
in the North East. 

Uprising! 

c/o PAN 

1167 Fawcett Road 

Southsea 

Hants P04 ODH 

Wen produced newsletter of 

the Portsmouth Anarchist 

Network. 

West Country Acllvlil 

c/o PQ Box 4 78 
Taunlgrt TA2 7YR 
UK 

WC*OcQRk l 0tin 
Cool regional newsletter wilh 
direct action reports, contact 
details and events listings 
tor the South West. 
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w rtH hour Do c* y*e 
LPQK PRpBUE^I 


The consb-ucHori of (X superpub had seen i^assiye apposition 
in the Sleeps fewn of AleS/ille. I^ouj that the uorR h<^s 
strorhed, 5 concerned cesickinhs wenlr<m* individually etferuj 
w_ght and -trashed -the Site, * from the does bd&ut bu 
€K police ift-forme/ i cam ’you help uii+H 4+ve ir\vesti£)ahori, 

Jhnd ou^ Who -trashed what C>n which ni^ht ( Oi^d how) 
rtwch &aw\CASjz t^ey caused T 


(1) old iftArs [M Ue awit home 
late, Tuesday ni<jht< 

(g> Shetla t4he tout's iunlCrtCi^ 
boosed about- causing (d6c° 
^ijsrlhdf damage, buT not 

iO fences - 


(3) fob caused more. 

S : to Hie cement- miv er 

e damage aiuied Hne 
wiaht bejkre (not Tuesday or 
tkur&dcxy) 

© IjeSS dbuwaat? was caused oft 
Thursday ttefa do 4he dimptedc ■ 


(3> the d<W r wa; 
dfasbed On Hob¬ 
day night ■ 


@ £lTOO uioCt+iof 
damage vlaS 
rauwa firidau 
ntaVA bud not by 
(fusty Clout*, 



rWCfJOAq 

7uesc^4 

UACM£SD*H 



tviucSPAH 

FWAM 


±ISX) 

£|6O0 

<uiao 

px&Ut 

cen\ewr 

HlX£Gl 

F€UC£5 

ftjerACMw 

3>uHPt*uat 



iuserifteghd do Y££p dracK^f 

aW deftVii+e No'S ^6$ '3 ■ 
^member b diansfer new 
f/vfo from one, suctof -the- 
drpjfrfo otherreleMant farV5 ) 
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